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Jewish history may be lying around 
in your basement. 

Don't let it be lost to the world. 

Thousands of documents and photos are languishing in trunks, attics 
and forgotten drawers in private homes and basements. 

Now is the time to retrieve this precious material­
before it becomes dust instead of history. 

Your help-the public's help-is needed in this effort. Do you have any relevant old photos, 
documents, or records? 
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'RavYefiuda Ze'evSegal 

W e note with a 
profound 

sense of loss the 
passing of Rav 
Yehuda z.e·ev Segal, 
?·n, the Manchester 
Rosh Yeshiva, on 
Erev Shabbos, 21 
Shevat/February 
12. Born in London 
in 1910. he spent 
over 3Y2 years in Ye­
shivas Mir in Po­
land, where he was 
recognized for his 
exceptional diligence 
and accomplish­
ment in learning. 

AfterreturningtoEngland, hebecameafound­
ing member of the Gateshead Kolle!. and eventu­
ally succeeded his father, Rav Moshe Yltzchok 
Segal, as Rosh Yeshiva in Manchester. 

By the time of his passing, Rav Segal was a 
leader of English and EuropeanJewiy, but his in­
fluence was worldwide. In the words of his son-in­
law, Rabbi Moshe Kupetz, ~"""'1, Rav Segal was 
distinguished as the rare "gadoL born and raised 
in England those many years ago .... achieving a 

level of service of 
Hashem and to Kial 
Y'isroel beyond our 
comprehension ... a 
man who in his 
eighties still con­
stantly reviewed his 
performance of 
mi1zvos with a view 
towards improving 
upon anything that 
he had successfully 
achieved hitherto. 
He had an uncanny 
ability to combine 
his personal avoda. 
living on another 
plane of existence, 

with a clear understanding of our world, its prob­
lems and conditions, in order to advise, sympathize 
and help all those that inquired or needed his spe­
cial guidance." 

Indeed, his beraclws and counsel were sought 
on all aspects of life, from the most spirttual to the 
most mundane. A veritable beacon and giant, he 
will be missed by thousands. We intend to pub­
lish a fuller treatment of the life and accomplish­
ments of Rav Segal in a forthcoming edition. 
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Joseph Friedenson 
______ =:=J 

Fifty Years Since its Destruction: 5703/1943- 5753/1993 

E very year, with the approach of 
Pesach, the Yahrzeit of the fi· 
nal liquidation of the Warsaw 

Ghetto, my father's' friends during 
those biller days come lo my mind. I 
feel I owe them a debt, both personal 
and communal. to write these lines. 

When people talk of the heroes of the 
Warsaw Ghetto, they usually refer to 

Reh Yoseif Friedenson is the founding editor of 
Dos Yiddishe Von. Agudath Israel of An1erica's Yid­
dish-language n1onthly journal of thought and 
opinion. This article is excerpted from a larger 
treatn1ent of this subject that appeared in that 
journal. He is the author of several books on World 
War II Hatzalah efforts. most recently, Dateline: 
Istanbul, about Dr. Jacob Griffel. published by 
ArtScroll/Mesorah. 
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the handful of fighters who look up 
arms to battle the Nazi occupation 
forces that outnumbered them and 
surely out ·armed them by far. I want to 
speak here of the spiritual heroes of the 
Warsaw Ghetto, people who labored 
day and night to help others. They had 
no time lo pen memoirs, so the story of 
their heroism is all but forgotten. 

But I saw them in action, so I feel 
that the task is mine-who else will 
do it?-to tell their stories .... 
1 My father. Reb Eliezer Gershon Friedenson T'>il, 

was active in the kehilla of Lodz, a leader in the 
World Agudah Moven1ent. one of the fOunders and 
a leader of the Beth Jacob Movement in Poland. 
and edited The BethJacob,Journal {for adults) and 
Kindergw1en (for children). 

I. RABBI ALEXANDER ZUSHE 
FRIEDMAN,7"'11 THE BEWVED 
ACTIVIST OF POLISH JEWRY 

0 fall my father's good friends 
in the Warsaw Ghetto, the one 
I remember best is Rabbi 

Alexander Zushe Friedman ·rn.2 He 
is known to the world for his classic 
anthology of Verier [short commen· 
taries) on the Chumash. MayanaShel 
Torah. I had known him personally 
since my childhood, as he was a fre. 

2 Jn spite of his stature as an outstanding talmid 
chachwn. he insisted on being called "'Reb" or "Mr." 
rather that ~Rav," since he held no official rabbini­
cal position. 

The Jewish Observer, March 1993 



quent guest in our home in Lodz, and 
he alwaysfarherred (tested) me when 
he visited us. 

It is no exaggeration to say that 
RabbiZushe Friedman was beloved by 
all in Jewish Poland. He was a Gado! 
baTorah, a bold (thoroughly knowl­
edgeable) in Shas and Poskim; in his 
youth he was the youngest student in 
the Yeshiva of the Sochatzhover 
Rebbe, the Avnei Nezer. Although he 
never became a Rav or Rosh Yeshiva 
by profession, he continued to learn; 
all his life he was baa! mechadesh, cre­
ative in Torah thought. 

Yet his popularity in the Jewish 
world was not due to his unques­
tioned greatness in Torah; it was 
mainly a result of his leadership 
qualities and active participation in 
Agudath Israel In Poland. He was the 
spokesman of the Polish Agudah, 
second only to the Lubliner Rav, 
Rabbi Meir Shapiro, as its most effec­
tive, popular speaker. His every 
speaking tour, particularly in the Pol-

The Jewish Obseroer. March 1993 

ish countryside, was an event. People 
listened to him spell-bound for hours 
at a time, and his presentations in­
variably had depth and ortginality. He 
was also a talented wrtter and superb 
administrator. 

For nearly 29 years, he was the or­
ganizing force behind the huge 
Agudath Israel movement In Poland, 
and the light hand of its president, 
Reh Itche Meir Levine (son-in-law of 
the Imrei Emes); at the same time he 
headed the widespread chinuch sys­
tem of over 600 chadorim overseen by 
the Polish Agudah. 

But it was in the Warsaw Ghetto 
that his true glory emerged. It was 
there that I had the zechus to observe 
him close up. As I recall, Reh Zushe 
was appointed to the Warsaw 
Judenrat after the Germans took 
over. But he was somehow able to free 
himself from the assignment, and in­
stead devoted his energies to organiz­
ing aid for the large numbers of 
Rebbeim, Rabbonim, Roshei Yeshi-

It was the dignity that 
Reb Zushe personally 
projected and that he 
helped preserve for his 
clients that remains most 
vivid in my memory. 

vos, and askonim who had fled their 
hometowns to seek refuge in Warsaw 
and were subsequently trapped In its 
Ghetto. 

Earlier on, RabbiZushe had gained 
the confidence of many circles outside 
Agudath Israel as well; thus the War­
saw Judenratand the Amertcan Joint 
Distrtbution Committee (whose previ­
ous director, David Guzik, was still ac­
tive, clandestinely), amongst others 
entrusted him with hundreds of thou-
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sands of dollars to help these refugees. 
It was not easy to be the provider for 
hundreds of refugee families who had 
arrived in Warsaw penniless, with only 
the clothes on their backs, and who of 
course could find no means of suste­
nance for themselves in the Ghetto. It 
required limitless patience and sensi­
tivity; only a person of Rabbi Zushe 
Friedman's stature could have done it 
in such a noble, mentchliche manner. 

A frequent visitor to his quarters, I 
was invariably amazed at the inner 
resources he summoned for dealing 
with so many embittered souls. When 
I compared him with the executives of 
other organizations doing similar so­
cial work in the Ghetto, the contrast 
was striking. Other disbursers of 
funds became transformed into arro­
gant bureaucrats. More than once I 
saw professors standing at the doors 
of young functionaries (even their 
former students), kept waiting for 
days for an "appointment." But Rabbi 
Zushe Friedman showed not a sign of 
self-importance. He could easily have 
obtained an office in the "Jewish Self­
Help" building and surrounded him­
self with secretaries and lackeys as 
the other officials did. But he would 
not countenance Rabbonim and 
talmidei chachamim coming to a pub­
lic office to stand at the door with hat 
In hand. So from his own modest 
apartment he worked bechein, be­
chessed uv'rachamtm-with charm, 
love and kindness. His door was open 
to all, and his heart even more so. 

When he was disbursing aid to 
each of the hundreds of families, no 
recipient ever felt that he was receiv­
ing a favor. Reb Zushe would lower 
his eyes in embarrassment if anyone 
med to thank him. One might even 
say that he felt guilty to be the giver 
and others the takers. In fact, when 
elderly folks or people of stature were 
involved, he personally delivered their 
stipends to them, in their homes. 

I have mentioned here only a single 
aspect of Rabbi Zushe Friedman's ac­
tivities in the Warsaw Ghetto. Actu­
ally, during the four years in the 
Ghetto he did much, much more. 
Just as he had headed the chinuch 
activities in the pre-war years. so did 
he do so in the Ghetto-first, officially 
when the Germans tolerated them, 
and later, underground. But that's a 
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Reb Meshulam used a 
pseudonym for his 
newspaper articles, but 
for the children's books 
he signed his own name. 
He wanted everyone to 
know that to be a cheder­
rebbe is a noble calling. 

stoiy for another occassion. It was the 
dignity that Reb Zushe personally 
projected and that he helped preserve 
for his clients that remains most vivid 
inmymemoiy. 

n. RABm MESHULAM KAMINER 
?'1t, OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY 
LEADER AND TALMID CHACHAM 

abbi Meshulam Kaminer, a 
grandson of Reb Yudel 

~\anili'nerwho was a mechutan 
of the Chiddushei HaRim, was about 
ten years older than my father. He 
was among the founders of the 
Agudath Israel in Poland, during 
World War I, and continued to be one 
of its staunchest pillars until the end. 

When theAgudah was founded, he 
was still a young man, as were most 
Important early Agudlsts. He was 
well-learned in Shas, as well as in 
Tanach, philosophy and Kabbala. At 
the same time, he was a Chassidwith 
every fiber of his being. In short, he 
possessed an all-encompassing per­
sonality. And all of it was at the ser­
vice of the .KlaL (He drew no salaiy for 
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his Kial work, as he was indepen­
dently wealthy.) 

The Kaminer family had a reputa­
tion for being strong-minded people. 
The saying was, 'Their name suits 
them" (kamien in Polish means "a 
stone"). But in truth. this was just a 
facade. They were really baalei 
mchwnirnandgomleichessed--mer­
clful and charttable people. According 
to Chassidim. the ChiddusheiHaRim 
explicitly wished to be meshadech 
with them (his grandson, the Sfas 
Emes, married a Kaminer young 
lady). Their true character was finally 
revealed to all in the Warsaw Ghetto. 

Rabbi Meshulam Kaminer used his 
family trait in the service of the Kial. 
When he helped to build the Agudah 
in Poland, the task required all his 
strength, stubbornness, persever­
ance---even audacity .... He undertook 
to publish the daily newspaper, Der 
Yid, and he carried this project 
through in spite of vocal opposition 
and technical difficulties. Since there 
was no one to write for it, he became a 
journalist (even though in those years. 
writers were denigrated in Chassidic 
and yeshiva circles). And when the 
new chadorim and Bais Yaakov 
schools needed textbooks, he-the 
lamdam who could write chiddushei 
Tomh-wrote a children's storybook. 
He used a pseudonym for his newspa­
per articles, but for the children's 
books he signed his own name. He 
wanted everyone to know that to be a 
cheder-rebbe is a noble calling. 

At the Hebn qfthe Warsaw Kehilla 

R b Meshulam was strict in 
running the Warsaw Kehilla, 
oo. His harshness was di­

rected against prominent Jews who 
wanted to avoid paying their fair 
share of communal taxes, and 
against those who tried to use their 
clout in the Kehilla to advance their 
own interests. He would tolerate no 
flattery, under-the-table deals. or 
endless time-wasting debates. He 
was a man of action. 

Firmness was essential for run­
ning the Warsaw Kehilla, where con­
stant, bitter battles raged with the 
Bund, Zionists, Folk-Yiddishists, and 
all the others who wanted to rob the 
Kehilla of its true Jewish character. 
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Firmness was also needed to demon­
strate that the religious Jews, those 
"easily-terrorized incompetents,· 
could indeed run a proud and flour­
ishing KehUla. Reb Meshulam was 
one of those who proved it, and he 
was instrumental in bringing about a 
great triumph when a Torah-true 
Jew, the Agudah's candidate. Reb 
Elya Mazur, 3 was elected Rosh 
HaKohoL 

For more than twenty years, Reb 
Meshulam was a leading figure in the 
Polish Agudah and active in nearly 
every one of its projects. He was one 
of the builders of its large network of 
chadorim, and a key organizer of all 
the conferences and conventions of 
Agudath Israel. Interestingly, I have 
searched through all the old photo 
archives of Knessios and confer-

of our escape, and wanted to know 
what we intended to do in Warsaw 
and how he could help us. Did we 
need money? Clothes? "Don't be em­
barrassed, Eliezer Gershon," he said 
to my father. "Tomorrow I mlght be in 
your shoes. Do you know the Ger­
mans? I do. From World War I days 
when they were our so-called fiiends. 
Don't fool yourself-this will go on for 
years. You won't get back to Lodz to 
resume your work tomorrow or the 
next day. You have to figure out how 
you're going to survive here. and if 
you need help, we1l help you. 

·rm going to have some spare time 
now,"hewenton, .. as there's no more 
Agudah and no more KehUla. I'm 
planning to devote myself to my 
peirush (commentary) on Tehillim 
that I've worked on and never had 

We speak here of the spiritual heroes of the 
Warsaw Ghetto, people who labored day and night 
to help others. They had no time to pen memoirs, so 
the story of their heroism is all but forgotten. 

ences, yet I have not been able to find 
a single photograph of Rabbi 
Meshulam Kaminer. Perhaps he sim­
ply did not have time for such "non­
sense" as posing for pictures. !tis also 
possible that as a committed 
Chassid, with the characteristic 
Kotzker avoidance of the public eye. 
he shunned photographs. 

I did not know Rabbi Meshulam 
Kaminer before the war. I had been 
interested in meeting him. but my fa­
ther would not take me along when 
he went from Lodz to Warsaw. He said 
that Reb Meshulam simply would not 
be able to understand how he could 
bring along a bachwto "kill time," lis­
tening to discussions about politics­
even when directed l' sheim Shama­
yim. for constructive purposes. 

But it was a very different Reb 
Meshulam whom father finally took 
me to meet in Warsaw after we had 
fled Lodz as refugees. He greeted us 
like brothers. asked for all the details 
3 Later, Reb Elya Mazar was anAgudath Israel Rep­
resentative in the Israeli Knesset, along with Reb 
Itche Meir Levine. 

time to finish .... Nothing is more im­
portant today than Tehillim-we are 
in dire need of Hashenis mercy ... ." 

As astute as he was, there was one 
thing he did not foresee. In the 
Ghetto, he did not have more time 
than in the "good years" -he had less! 
Jews fell dead in the street; they had 
to be laid to rest. As long as he was 
alive, he saw to it that the bodies were 
buried individually instead of in mass 
graves. Yeshiva bachwim were starv­
ing; a kitchen had to be set up for 
them. People were being picked up for 
forced labor which they could not 
possibly do-it would kill them; ways 
had to be created to exempt them. 
Orphaned children could not be 
abandoned; they had to be fed and 
taught. Added to the Kla1 work were 
the needs of personal fiiends who had 
to be helped. too. Our family, which 
was under his care, was only one of 
many such families. 

With all these and many other du­
ties, he was busy day and night, but 
he still did not stop working on his 
peirush on Tehillim. Over the years, I 
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often wondered what had happened 
to that peirush. But recently, in the 
book Ishim Shehikarti by Dr. Hillel 
Seidman (who worked with Reb 
Meshulam in the Kehilla), 1 discov­
ered that while in the Ghetto, Reb 
Meshulam finished the peirush of two 
seforim of Tehillim. He gathered a 
roomful of bnei Torah, whom he had 
registered as employees of the 
Kehilla, to prepare his notes for pub­
lication. Now, officially, they had jobs, 
thus sparing them from forced labor, 
for which they were totally unsuited. 

Reb Meshulam passed away after 
Succos, 5702; his was the only big 
levaya (funeral) in the Warsaw 
Ghetto. A large crowd gathered in 
spite of the danger that at any mo­
ment it could become a target for the 
German police. It was also the only 
time in the Ghetto that the biilliant 
spokesman of Orthodox Jewry in Po­
land, Rabbi Alexander Zushe 
Frtedman T'n, spoke in public. 

ill. RABBI SHIMSHON STOCKHAMMER 
7~ AND lllSOPENDOOR 
IN THE WARSAW GHETTO 

bi Shimshon Stockhammer 
asoneoftheyoungestmem­
rs of the Warsaw rabbinate 

and one of the best-liked people in the 
Warsaw Ghetto. 

His friendship with my father 
stemmed from their work in the 
Agudah, especially the Agudah press. 
Rabbi Stockhammerwas the rabbini­
cal columnist of the Togbla.tt, and his 
articles were very popular, even 
though he often wrote mussar. (It was 
said that he was-unofficially, of 
course-the mashgiach (overseer) on 
behalf of the Moetzes Gedolei 
HaTorah at the Orthodox Togblatt.) 
My father too was the editor of an im­
portant Orthodox journal, so the two 
had much io common. 

Sioce the passiog of Rabbi Dov Ber 
Meisels, Warsaw had had no Chief 
Rabbi, but all the members of the 
Rabbinate were experienced 
Rabbanim Rabbi Stockhammer was 
young, and to my knowledge had 
never been a Rav before, even though 
he was an acknowledged talmid 
chachnm. In addition, he was a "for­
eigner": He came from Galicia and 
was a Belzer Chassid in a city that 

10 

contaioed barely a minyan of Belzer 
Chassidim 

His appointment to the Warsaw 
Rabbioate, along with such Gaonim 
as Rabbi Menachem Ziemba, Rabbi 
Avromele Weinberg, and Rabbi 
Yaakov Meir Biderman, is quite re­
markable. It is an affirmation of his 
standing with Rebbeim Rabbanim, 
baalei battim and the heads of the 
Warsaw Kehilla, and he proved to be 
a wise choice. 

Other members of the 
Judenratcould not take 
the constant pressure 
and locked their doors. 
But not Rabbi 
Stockhammer. He once 
told me, ''To simply listen 
to a Jew's troubles is also 
a chessed." He did, 
however, much more 
than just listen. 

Putting Together the Judenrat 

W en the war broke out and 
dam Cherniakov was or­
red by the Germans to set 

up a Judenrat, he deliberately in­
cluded on the list of appointees two 
Rabbanim of the younger generation: 
Rabbi Shimshon Stockhammer and 
Rabbi David Shapiro. He felt that they 
would be able to absorb the physical 
abuse and beatings they would re­
ceive at the hands of the Nazis, while 

older men would not. 
Once named, there was no way 

out; Rabbi Stockhammer accepted 
his fate, but with a heavy heart. 
Hashem helped him through the or­
deal, because unlike most of the other 
Judenr<'iie, whose members became 
corrupt through ioordinate pressure 
and a sense of power, the one in War­
saw was headed by another man of 
great integrity, Cherniakov. Rabbi 
Stockhammer used his position to 
actively pursue chessed with true 
mesiras nefesh. 

Those were bitter times in which 
Jewish suffering grew from day to 
day. An influential person was surely 
no one to envy, constantly belea­
guered by Jews in need, while his 
ability to help was so dreadfully lim­
ited! Other members of the Judenrat 
could not take the constant pressure 
and locked their doors. But not Rabbi 
Stockhammer. He once told me, 'To 
simply listen to a Jew's troubles is 
also a chessed." He did, however, 
much more than just listen. 

Judenrat members were not re­
quired to be at the office every day. 
The streets were often unsafe-even 
for a member of the Judenrai, with a 
"secure" German permit-especially 
for a bearded man. Any low-ranking 
German soldier was empowered to 
demand the permit and tear it up, no 
explanation required. Nevertheless, 
Rabbi Stockhammer showed up at 
the Judenrat office every siogle day to 
help those who needed him. 

Dwing the early years of the Ghetto, 
Jewish theaters were jlnurishing. Rabbi 
StDckhnmmer preooiled on Chemilrov to 
close the theaters during the Three 
Weeks. Chemikov acquiesced, and as 
he recorded in his diaiies: "The Jewish 
heart must honor the rhythms of iJs cal­
endar." 

In the Ghetto were several hun­
dred Rabbanim and their families 
who had fled the countryside to "safe" 
Warsaw. Almost all of them needed 
help io terms of finding living quar­
ters, food, labor exemptions and so 
on. To obtaio such help, one had to 
knock on many doors, but not all 
doors would open. Nor were all the 
functionaries sympathetic to reli­
gious applicants. These people 
needed an intermediary, someone 
with influence. 
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Reb Shimshon Stockhammer: UA Jewish policeman? I don't know why. but the sight of Jewish boys with stick..<> in their hands frightens me." 

Rabbi Stockhammer was the key 
for many of them, and he never wea­
ned of the task. Not that it was easy; 
there were times when his pleas were 
ignored. But he rarely gave up, and, as 
I have said, his door was never closed. 

One time, though. his door was 
closed, and to me, whom he 
had always greeted with 

friendliness! It happened that the son 
of a neighbor of ours wanted to be­
come a member of the Jewish Ghetto 
Police. He needed a letter of recom­
mendation from a member of the 
Judenrot, and my father sent me to 
get it for him. I was certain there 
would be no problem. because my fa­
ther sent along a note saying that he 
personally knew the applicant to be a 
decent young man. So I was shocked 
when Rabbi Stockhammer turned 
me down abruptly, and said, "No! Go 
tell your father that I can't do it!" 

Then, seeing that I was hurt­
could he suspect that my father 
would mislead him?-he sat me 
down and explained: "I realize that 
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you can't understand this; you prob­
ably think a Jewish policeman is an 
tmprovement over a German or Pol­
ish one. Yet I must tell you-I don't 
know why, but the sight of Jewish 
boys with sticks in their hands fright­
ens me. Who will train them? Ger­
man officers!... Who can know what 
they will learn from them? And fi­
nally, what will they be ordered to do? 
I shudder to think about it. Tell your 
father that it's not that I don't want to 
do it, but that I just can't; ask your 
father to forgive me .... " 

It was not until several years later 
that I understood his inability to ac­
quiesce. when I found out what was 
required of our Jewish policemen, 
and how some could not refuse their 
orders .... Rabbi Stockhammer saw all 
this in advance. 

Dr. Hillel Seidman writes in Ishim 
Shehikarti that Rabbi Stockhammer 
evaded the first deportation in No­
vember, 1942. Only after his whole 
family was deported to Treblinka was 
he captured and dragged off to the 
camps of Poniatov and Budzin. 

After the liberation, people who 
were with him and Rabbi David 
Shapiro in the camps spoke of Rabbi 
Stockhammer with awe. He was a 
model of zerizus in mitzvos and of 
shining middos. Rabbi Avrohom 
Ziemba 7"'1? told me that even the 
non-frum respected him; that Dr. 
Block, the former director of the 
Keren HaKeyemes in Poland, who 
had been non-religious, began to put 
on tefillin. in the camp at Budzin, 
where he had come under the influ­
ence of Rabbi Stockhammer. 

Rabbi Stockhammer survived un­
W a few days before the liberation. 
Tragically, he was killed by "friendly 
fire," in an American bombing raid on 
nearby Dachau. We may attribute his 
untimely death to the Nazis who 
brought about the tragic situation 
that ended his life, and thus may 
unhesitatingly conclude: "May 
Hashem avenge his blood!" • 

This article was translated from lhe Yiddish by 
Mrs. Mlriam.Margoshes, who lives in Brooklyn, is 
a teacher in the Beth Jacob High School, as well as 
a free-lance writer, translator and editor. 
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Mangled 
Roots, 

Bitter Fruits 
A survey of some recent 
efforts at dealing with 

intermarriage 

THEWAYTITWAS ... THEN 

I firs. t met Ellen Cohen* when I was 
seven years old. Her mother and 
father, frtends of my parents from 

der heim, had brought her along on a 
visit from the small town in Maryland 
where they lived. Like my parents, the 
Cohens were Holocaust survivors. 
Unlike my parents, who had come 
through the war more steadfast in 
their faith, fiercely committed to 
building a Torah life in their new 
country, the Cohens, eager to gain 
acceptance in the wider American so­
ciety, had abandoned all but the most 
tenuous ties to Y'lddishkeit. 

As the grown-ups sat around 
catching up on old times, I scrutinized 
Ellen closely. I hardly knew what to 
make of this heavily made up, ma­
turely attired fourteen-year-old who. 
judging from il1e a doling glances cast 
in her direction, was the ligllt of her 
mother's life. Neither of her parents 
turned a hair when Ellen suddenly 
reached into her mother's purse and 
helped herself to a cigarette. 

Now the young girl had my 
mother's attention. too. Visibly 
shocked. she demanded from her old 
friend how she could allow such be­
havior. Mrs. Cohen merely shrugged. 
"At least I know she'll never smoke be-

* Names and other identiJ)ring del11ils have been 
changed. where indicated. 

Mrs. Friedman. a free-Janee writer who lives in 
Brooklyn, NY, is the n1anagin~ editor of Coalil.ton, 
Agudath Israel of Ameriea·s periodical devoted to 
news and events within the 1nove1nent .. She is also 
author of two children·s books published by 
A1iScroll/Mesorah. 
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hind 
my back,"' she 

said reasonably. 
When they heard, years later, that 

Ellen had marrted a non-Jew, my par­
ents were distressed but hardly sur­
prised-this, after all, was what came 
of a permissive upbiinglng totally de­
void of any spiritual moortng. Nor were 
they surprtsed when the Cohens re­
acted by banishing their only child 
from their home and from their lives. 
Despite their own complicity in their 
daugllter's downfall, despite their own 
lack of religious observance, the 
Cohens admitted to feelings of great 
pain, shame and betrayal. 

As far as my parents were con­
cerned, this was as it should have 
been. Though Ellen's marrtage out­
side the faith was a tragedy of monu­
mental proportions, her parents' re­
sponse. at least, was a sign that all 
was yet light with the world. Their to­
tal repudiation of their daughter's 
new life stood, whether they intended 
it to or not, as a validation of the ulti­
mate inviolability of Torah. There 
were, after all. some lines that could 
not be crossed. 

But that was then. 

I n the nearly three decades since 
Ellen's intermarrtage (Ellen's fa­
ther died recently without ever 

having reconciled with his daugl1-
ter) not only have the numbers 
changed-a 1990 National Jew­
ish Population Survey of the 

Council of Jewish Federations puts 
the rate of intermarrtage at a stagger­
ing 52%-but so has the prevailing 
non-Orthodox altitude toward inter­
marrtage. When respondents to the 
NJP survey were asked how they 
would react if their child were consid­
ertng marrying a non-Jew, I I% said 
they would strongly support it, 22 per­
cent said they would support it and 
46% said they would accept it; only 
22% said they would oppose it. 

In an interview he gave to the Sun­
day New York Times in May of 1989, 
Dr. Egon Mayer, professor of sociology 
at Brooklyn College and founder of 
the Intermarrtage Research Institute, 
explained why the non-Orthodox 
Jewish community no longer sees in­
termarrtage only in negative terms. 

"[Today} a great n1any people have 
come to acknowledge that {intennar­
riage} reflects certain positive develop­
ments, as 1.velL 

"For example, it reflects the great tol­
erance that America has for religious 
minorities, it r~fl.ects the se!fconfidence 
qf Jews as individuals and it re;flects 
the unbridled primacy qf love in ma.l.e 
selection." 

HowistheOrthodoxJewforwhom 
the laws regarding intermaniage are 
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explicit and immutable. for whom in­
termaniage can only be viewed as a 
scourge and blight upon the Jewish 
people, expected to react to such a 
statement? 

What the Orthodox Jew obviously 
fails to realize. in the view of advo­
cates of a more progressive attitude 
towards intermarrtage. at least. is 
that traditional (read: "Torah") rules 
about "marrying in" just don't work in 
the modern world. Intermaniage is a 
reality-why fight it? 

Why stubbornly persist in the be­
lief that it is a sin that no amount of 
compromise can make right? Why 
even talk about ways to prevent or 
discourage it? Concentrate instead 
on reaching out to intermanieds and 
welcoming them into the Jewish com­
munity. (See box below.) 

Concentrate on the idea of Jewish 
continuity and survival (and never 
mind that. given the growing num­
bers ofhalachically non-Jewish chil­
dren born of interfaUh marriages. 
non-Orthodox Jewish continuity will 
one day be little more than an idea). 
Above all ... 

Accommodate, Accommodate, 
Accommodate 

Recently. a woman who signed 
herself "Conflicted Mother" 
wrote a letter to the nationally 

syndicated "Ask Helen Latner" col­
umn, which also appears in the New 
York Jewish Week (110.000 circula­
tion): 

"I have put off writing to you be­
cause I am so ashamed of my problem. 
but I must get your advice. 

"WeareConservative, notSabbath­
obseroant but we belong to W1 Ortho­
dox shul. Our problem-my son is mar-

rying a Catlwlic girl. We tried every­
thing but couldn't break them up.· 

To make matters worse, the woman 
went on to relate, the bride is insisting 
that the couple be married in a church. 
When the distraught 1T11Jther told her 
son she would not attend the wedding, 
her feture-daughter-in-law threatened 
to break off all relations wilh her. 

"Aft.er the church wedding," Con­
jlictedMolher wrote in conclusion, "they 
will have a ceremony with a Reform 
mbbi at the restaurant where the recep­
tion will be held. 

'What should I do?" 
The opening paragraph of Ms. 

Latner's reply speaks volwnes about 
the new cUma1P of acceptance: 

lo be too ashamed to ask advice 
from W1 impartial adviser, to feel that 
this marringe is a terrible shandeh 
(shame). is to be locked into a.frwne of 
mind from the vanished shtetL There is 
so much divorce, even in same:faith 
marriages. that this attitude no longer 
really has validity." 

And Ms. Latner"s advice regarding 
Conflicted Mother's attendance at the 
church ceremony? 

"This is your son and. though you 
may not be happy about the wedding 
wmngements, you have to put the best 
face on it. You should be there. Don't 
drive your son into the waiting anns of 
the church by being toto11y r<jecting. • 

Their total repudiation 
of their daughter's 
intermarriage stood, 
whether they intended it 
to or not, as a validation 
of the ultimate 
inviolability of Torah. 

'The {Conservative] United Synagogue~ position on interm11rriage­
thatthe community shoUldwork to prevent it-differs diametricallyfrbm 
_the view held by most other non-OrttiodoxJewish organizations, which 
have concentrated efforts on adapting to the new reality in which more 
than half of Jews getting married are wed to non-Jews. 

"For these groups. the emphasis has been on reconsidering hOWthe 
non-Jewish spouses of Jews and most imporrantly, the children of a 
mixed-marriage couple, can fit into the religious and institutional life Of 
the.Jewish community."--from JTA Report, Feb. 26, 93, bn Conserva­
tive opposition to intermarriage: 
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iriam Gold*, 
a married baalas 

teshuva living in Brooklyn, N.Y., re­
fused to "put the best face" on for her 
younger brother's marriage to a 
Christian woman. Her parents re­
sponded by accusing her of trying to 
break up the family. 

Raised tn what she calls a "highly­
affiliated Reform household," Miiiam 
became interested in Orthodoxy while 
tn college. As she became more obser · 
vant, Miiiam made an increased effort 
to stay in contact with her younger 
brother, a medical student living tn the 
Midwest. She made it a point to call 
and remind him of upcoming Jewish 
holidays, to send him a package of 
hamantaschen before each Puiim, to 
generally keep the lines of spiiitual 
communication open. 

Though Miiiam was aware of her 
brother's on-again-off-again relation­
ship with a Gentile woman, it still 
pained and shocked her when she 
learned, about a year and a half ago, 
of the couple's plan to marry. 

Not only did Miiiam refuse to at­
tend the weddtng, she made her ve­
hement opposition to the union crys­
tal clear every time her parents tiied 
to discuss it with her. Ironically, it 
was Miriam's recalcitrance, not her 
brother's marrtage to a non-Jew, that 
caused her mother greater anguish. 
At her father's request, Miriam 
stopped talking about the situation 
altogether. 

"Now I feel this tenible strain of si· 
Jenee," she says of her relationship 
with her parents. The strain is only 
more pronounced in her dealings 
with her brother. 

There was a time when Miriam's 
father shared her negative feelings 
about her brother's relationship with 
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non­
e w . 

"Years 
ago he 
h a d 
told my 
brother 
that if 
h e 
ever 

married 
the young woman, 

she would never really be ac­
cepted as part of the family. But then 
the Reform movement recognized 
patiilineal descent, and, well, that 
kind ofletmyfatheroffthehook. Now 
he could welcome his non-Jewish 
daughter-in-law with open arms." 

MINGLING ROOTS 

ile only the Reform move­
ent officially recognizes 

p tiilineal descent, a Survey 
of American Jewish Leaders con­
ducted by Dr. Mayer for the Jewish 
Outreach Institute revealed that 66% 
of respondents, including a large 
number of Conservative J e w s , 
would consider their 
grandchildren Jewish 
even if they have a 
non-Jewish mother. 
More than 80% of re· 
spondents to a read­
ership su:rvey on in­
termarriage that 
appeared in the 
Spring 1990 is­
sue of B'Nai 
B'rith Women's 
World, an­
swered in the 
same way. Re­
spondents lo 
the B'nai 
B'rith sur­
vey also in­
dicated their 
desire to have interfaith 
grandchildren learn about their 
Jewish heiitage. B'nai B'Iith obliged 
by commissioning Mingled Roats: A 
Guide For Jewish Grandparents of 
Interfaith Grand children. (This is in 
stark contrast to a powerful five· 
minute film against intermarriage, 
produced by B'nai B'Iith as a discus­
sion catalyst, twenty years ago.) 

As stated in the book's prologue, 
the purpose of Mingled Roots is to 
serve as a "loving 'how-to,' offertng 
specific suggestions to help grand­
parents share their Jewish herttage 
in ways that would not threaten their 
intermariied children .... The result ... 
will be to nurture and to strengthen 
Jewish identity and to insure the sur­
vival of Jewish life." 

To wit (from the chapter entitled 
"What to Say and How to Say It"): 

"When asking the parents' permis­
sion to talk to your grandchild you 
might say. 'I would like to tell Karen 
about me and myfamily roots. We rnay 
have different religions but I love you 
and I love my grandchild. I will not try 
to compete with your religious views or 
what you are teaching Karen. Sooner or 
later everyone wants to lmow about his 
or her heritage. I'm a living link to 
Karen's family history. 

'To your rwn..Jewish son- or daugh­
ter-in-law you might add, 'I want her to 
know all about me, and your parents 
probably feel the same way about your 
family heritage. Our jUmily traditions 
and shared identity bind us together 
and define who we areas afamUy. And 
we are a.famUy. All of us.'" 

Hanukkah and Christmas At My 
House, by Susan Enid 

Gertz, seeks to 
"enrich" the 
life of the in­
terfaith child 
by blending two 
cultures and 

two religions, or 
stated differently 

perhaps, it seeks 
to instill half a 

Jewish identity. 

A sampling: 

"On Hanukkah, we 
tell the story of the 

Maccabees and the 
Temple lamp. We fry 
lat:kes and doughnuts, 

sing the blessings, and 
light the menorah. We 
sing Hanukkah songs and 
openg~fts. 

"On Cluistmas. we tell the story of 
Mary. Joseph and baby J. We bake 
cookies, decorate the tree. sing Christ­
mas songs. and open presents. 

"We all love having Hanukkah and 
Christmas. In my_famlly. we wouldn't 
want it any other way." 
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JEWISH SURVIVAL?? 

I n its most radical manifestation, 
acceptance of intermarriage pre­
sents itself as preference for inter­

marriage. It's not merely a matter of 
making the best of a bad situation, 
extremists hold, but recognizing that 
intermarriage offers opportunities for 
the "ernichment" of Jewish life and 
welcoming it as such. Jewish part­
ners of a mixed marriage-obviously 
less than enamored of being accused 
of contributing to the willful destruc­
tion of the Jewish faith-are often 
anxious to let the world know that 
they have become better Jews as a 
result of the interfaith union. Dove­
tail a relatively new newsletter pub­
lished by and for Jewish-Christian 
families, provides them with a forum 
to do just that. 

In an article in the February 1993 
issue of that publication, Victorta and 
Maury Kopman share the story of 
their wedding and marriage. 

Says Mr. Kopman, "We tried to keep 
the ceremony from being secular. I 

as;Jced the priest if we could get married 
under a huppah, and he agreed. My 
sister read in Hebrew. We used my bar 
mitzvah tallis. strung on.four poles and 
held by four friends. The soloist sang, 
'Sabbath Prayer.' Father Donal allowed 
us to break the glass. too. So we had 
Jewish overtones in a Catho­
lic ceremony .... -

Being rnarried to a 
Catholic has changed 
his life in unexpected 
i.vays, Mr. Kopman 
maintains. "I see the 
strong way Victoria 
looks at her faith. I 
hadn't been going 
to synagogue in a 
long time. Once 
we got married, 
though, [joined 
a synagogue 
and it's won­
derful. I'm 
more Jewish 
than I was be· 
fore I got manied." 

Mr. Kopman's assertion 
about being moreJeuJish is rendered 
sornewfmt suspect by the paragraph 
that immediately follows: "Another 
_first-this Christmas. I went to mid­
night mass with Victoria and her mom. 

and my parents cwne up and uJent too. 
Not only did it make w1 impact on my 
family, it also made a huge impact on 
Victoria's mother. She's never been as 
warm to me as she has been since 
Christmas." 

In that same issue of Dovetall, 
Rabbi Charles Familant, a marriage 

and family counselor in the Cali­
fornia Bay Area and co­

leader of an Inter­
faith Com­
munity, lends 

his ecclesiasti­
cal stamp ofap-

proval to the 
sentiments ex­

pressed above. 
"As a species, we 

are becoming increas­
ingly aware of our com­

mon bonds and interde­
pendence, which tran-

scend national. cultural 
and religious concerns. 

Recognition of this fact is a 
necessary condition for our 

human survival. Intermar­
riage, as an aspect of this larger phe­
nomenon, should therefore not be 
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to the Olam HaTorah the availability of the following: 
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construed as an unavoidable evil but 
as a potential good, even if it does 
not contribute to the survival of Ju­
daism as we know it today [e1npha­
sis ours]. TI1e integratton q[ dUferent_ re­
ligious traditions may result in the 
emergence of new fonns q[ religious ex­
pression. Whatever becomes of Juda­
ism in the future. I.hose aspects that 
have enduring value may tvell leave 
their indelible stamp on any newly 
e1nergingfonns." 

These are the words of a rabbi! 

111 asked the priest if 
we could get married 
under a huppah, and he 
agreed. My sister read in 
Hebrew. We used my 
bar mitzvah tallis, strung 
on four poles and held 
by four friends. The 
soloist sang, 'Sabbath 
Prayer.' Father Donal 
allowed us to break the 
glass, too. So we had 
Jewish overtones in a 
Catholic ceremony .... " 

OUTREACHVS. INREACH 

T he notion that Jewish survival 
is ensured by creating a wel­
coming, warm atmosphere for 

the mixed marrtage couple. or by ex­
posing the offspring of such mar­
riages to some watered-down. easy­
to-swallow version of Judaism that 
renders Torah miSinai little n1ore 
than charming folklore, or even by 
encouraging conversions for the sake 
of marrtage, rings tragically hollow to 
the Torah Jew. Because the Torah 
Jew knows that intermarriage is 
wrong, destructive, tragic-pure and 
simple. And the Torah Jew knows 
that the children of a non-Jewish 
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woman are not Jewish, no 
matter how many 
Chanukah candles they 
light or how many 
Pesach seders they at­
tend. And despite how 
terribly out-of-step 
and old-fashioned 
this attitude may 
make him seem, 
the Torah Jew 
knows that true 
Jewish survival 
lies in the per­
petuation of 
Torah life and 
Torah ideals. To 
pervert those ideals 
for the sake of accom­
modation is not only lu­
dicrous-it's dangerous. It 
sends signals that say that 
what is inherently tre/( can be 
kashered-that intermarrtage 
is only a sin tf the organized Jew­
ish community insists on consid­
ering it a sin. 

The importance of outreach can­
not be overstated: Such activities 
must target the many single Jewish 
men and women who have never 
learned. or have forgotten, that the 
greatest joys life can offer are to be 
found within the context of a Torah 
ltfe and are best accessed through the 
creation of an authentic bayis 
ne'eman b'YisroeL 

In one chapter of Mingled Roots. au­
thor Sunie Levin writes: "You've told 
your pre-school grandchild that you 
are Jewish. but he will likely say. 
What's Jewish?' " If a climate contin­
ues to be fostered in which intermar­
rtage is viewed as inevitable and in 
which the only reasonable response is 
deemed to be acceptance, ac-commoda-

, . ..,, 
nr.i?l(I nN1!l!? ?7!lnn71 11r.i'7 NJ 
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ti on. 
and wel­
come. it's only a 
matter of time before 
there aren't too many left in the Jewish 
community who will remember the an­
swer to that question. • 

tor YOUR 
FUNDRAISING or 

PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN . . 
CONSIDER a 

CUSTOM DESIGNED 
LUACH or DIARY 
(718) 851 ~1314 

,.. M.ALOHN l::IJ MIFAL 
VISITING Nl:'IXI YORK?? 

Beautiful rooms. with kitchen 
facilities, in heart of Boro Park 
by day or week. Near Shuls. 
take-our foods, etc. Profits to 
Mifal Torah Voclaas. 

Call f7t8J 85t•2'69 
NOJ,V:s 
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Two Great 
Symbols of Quality 

Coca-Cola has always meant excellence. 

And now Coke is proud to have another symbol of quality - the OU. 

For Passover, enjoy these favorite products from the Coca-Cola 

Bottling Company of New York, now that the world's leading 

soft drinks have the world's leading kosher certification. 

Just look for the@P on can lids or on the caps of our 2 liter bottles. 



T he incidence of intermarriage, 
which began rising in the 
1960's, has since become 

cause for alarm. AB oflate. the plague 
has reached crtsis proportions, and 
there is no way it can be ignored. (See 
"What is Happening to American 
Jewry?" on the Lachman-Kosmin Re­
port on dwindling Jewish population 
figures in the USA, tn JO Sept. '90, as 
well as the cover story and sympo­
sium on "The State of American 
Jewry," in the Dec. '92 JO.) 

After years of denial and optimis­
tic papertng over of the blatant facts, 
leaders of Federation are accepting 
the predictions of those who have 
been insisting that unless something 
drastic is done. any distinctive Jew­
ish community as we know it today 
will disappear. with relatively small 
Orthodox Jewry as the only survi­
vors: In fact, when the General As­
sembly (i.e., annual convention) of the 
Council of Jewish Federatio11s met iI1 
New York City last fall. the topmost 
item on the agenda was "Continuity." 
The Strategic Planning Committee of 
the UJA-Federation of New York ap­
pointed a Subcommittee on the Con­
tinuity of the Jewish Community. 
which issued a report beginning with 
the following cover sheet: 

' .. Jewish Identity in Conversionary mid Mixed Mar­
rtages," Medding. Tobin. Fishman & Hitnor, AJ 

Committee Jewish Sociolo~ Papers. 1992. 
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"THE STATE OF AMERICAN JEWRY" 

Continui 
vs.Eten1i 

FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES, JUNES, 2032 

Jewish Federation Closes Doors; 
Century of Service Ends with 

Historic Ceremony 

SPECIAL TO THE NEW YORK 'IIMF-5: 

New York, June 2. It was a time.for 
men1ories and tears yesterday as 
the United Jewish Federation of 
New Yorkformally ceased opera­
tions. The Federation, once known 
as WA-Jewish Federation qf New 
York, and its predecessor organiza­
tions had once seroed a community 
of more tJ1at 2 million Jews. Now 
that the Jewish community num­
bersjewer than 200,000 persons .... 
This brtngs us to the question: 

WHAT DOES 
CONTINUITY ENTAIL? 

W hen we Orthodox Jews 
peak of continuity-or 

emshech hadoros-we refer 
to the eternal values of the Jewish 
people, which give our national exist­
ence meaning, as the starting point. 
We think of the essential Jew, his at­
tachment to Torah miSinal his com­
mitment to lead a life dedicated to ful­
filling G-d's will, and his fervent 
prayer that he mertt children who will 
canyon this commitment. We visu­
alize the Pesach Seder, where the 
younger generation expresses its ea­
gerness to carry on the tradition. 
through its questioning of the elders; 

and the elders draw upon the na­
tional memory bank of shared suffer­
ing, shared deliverance, and shared 
commitment to carry on, with 
"Vehigadata levincha-and you shall 
tell your son on this day. saying .... " 
Such is the Torah-mandated model 
for continuity. 

The Orthodox community has 
been exerting extraordinary effort to 
insure its own continuity-through 
the burgeoning day-school move­
ment. the founding of advanced 
yeshivas and kollelim across the 
countryside, as well as with highly ef­
fective communication in both gov­
ernment advocacy and through the 
prtnted word, in the world of ideas 
and information. 

Not content with "self-perpetua­
tion" in the narrow sense, the yeshiva 
world is also responsible for most of 
the baal teshuva- outreach efforts in 
Amertca and abroad. Admittedly, not 
enough people are involved in these 
activities, and not enough is being 
accomplished. The terrtble deficit in 
hemshech on the national scale 
weighs heavily on our shoulders. 

OTHER VIEWS OF "CONTINUITY" 

H w does the Jewish establish 
ment perceive Continuity? A 
rucial clue can be found in 

the doo1nsday scenario quoted ear-

19 



lier: The NY Times marked the end of 
Jewish life in America with the close 
of-not the last yeshiva, Bais Yaakov, 
shul or shttebel in New York, but­
Federation. When the Federations 
foresee the possible clisappearing of 
theJewish people, they don't envision 
a shrunken neshama; they see a 
dried-up source of checks and a 
crumbled establishment. So their 
agenda for preservation and perpetu­
ation-really self-preservation and 
self-perpetuation-takes a different 
tack from ours. And so it is with other 
groups: 

• The Reform Movement long ago 
decided that if we are losing Jews by 

Uncle Moishy, 
Mordechai Ben David, 

and other Top-Of-The-Line 
Jewish Entertainers 
are available 
to visit 
Seriously Ill 
Children 
thanks to 
mn :nnY.)V 

))'1'N) ::i~~ ,, :ra mn 
A New Ch-1 Project Run By 
Agudath hrad of America 

in conjlll'ICtiotl with 
SulD & Din£' ProduetiON 

To set up an 'app()inanent. call: 
(212) 797-9<JYJ ext. #57, M-F, 9-$ 
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When we Orthodox Jews speak of continuity-or 
hemshech hadoros-we refer to the eternal values of 
the Jewish people, which give our national existence 
meaning, as the starting point. 

the old definition, simply change the 
defmition! An easy-does-it "conver­
sion" process has long been in prac­
tice, reducing the procedure to taking 
a few courses on Judaism, and then 
"identifying with the Jewish people." 
Mikva and ctrcumcision (for males) 
were declared optional, and accep­
tance of basic principles of belief was 
not even a consideration. Then a de­
cade ago, they began welcoming 
couples of mixed faiths into the con­
gregation; as for thetr offspring-{X)n­
trary to Torah law, a Jewish father 
was considered sufficient for the child 
to be Jewish (i.e. patrilineal descent 
as a basis for Jewishness). Once 
these gentiles are "Jewish." they, too, 
can be invited into the Temples, be 
charged membership dues, and fill 
the vacuum created by all the genu­
ine Jews who are leaving .... Continu­
ity by counterfeit. 

• As for the Federations, they have 
come up with other suggestions. The 
philanthropic Federations have a 
long-established track record of sink­
ing major fimds into hospitals, non-

i"O.J 

sectarian social services, cultural ac­
tivities scarcely Jewish (as in New 
York's 92nd Street Y), and commu­
nity centers, with only a relative pit­
tance for those areas where genuine 
Jewish identity is nurtured: the He­
brew Day Schools and yeshivas. 

In an article in The Jewish Ob­
seroer (Feb. '77) a decade and a half 
ago, Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president of 
Agudath Israel of America, analyzed 
the New York Federation budget for 
fiscal 1976-77. The slogan during 
those years proclaimed that a contri­
bution to Federation would guaran­
tee ·Jewish survival." Yet, the ftmds 
earmarked for education only rose 
from 5.5% of the total allocations to 
6.1 % during the initial year of that 
campaign. In the fifteen years since, 
the proportion tagged for Torah edu­
cation has hardly reflected the ur­
gency of making it priority one on the 
agenda .... If the current tragic situa­
tion represents the fruits of having 
tried to guarantee "Jewish survival," 
what will "Continuity" produce? 

At the General Assembly, 
Shoshana Cardin, outgoing chair­
man of the Conference of Presidents 
of Major Jewish Organizations, was 
foremost in advocating learning and 
experiencing Judaism as the first 
step toward that goal. This certainly 
is encouraging. 

Carclin, however, is now assuming 
the presidency of Cl.AL (the Center 
For Learning And Leadership), Rabbi 
Irving Greenberg's organization 
which preaches pluralism of the 
broadest sort. According to a JTA 
synclicated article by Larry Yudelson, 
"Jn the light of those events [Holo­
caust and the State of Israel). 
Greenberg came to believe that a new 
era in Jewish Histol}' had begun, and 
the old divisinns between Orthodox 
and Reform, religious and secular, 
made little sense. "-Jewish Week, 
Feb. 26, '93. Not only does Greenberg 
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treat Reform and Conservative clergy 
with respect, he met with the Dali 
Lama and expressed admiration for 
his spirituality! 

The fact that Ms. Cardin orches­
trated the study-ins and Torah lec­
tures that spiritualized the GA, using 
Greenberg-directed CLAL personnel, 
gives us pause. The same approach is 
being planned for executive-level 
teach-ins across the country. Is a 
CLAL-directed awareness the starting 
point for a Torah-based continuity? 

•The New York Federation has ap­
pointed Dr. John Ruskay, vice- chan­
cellor of the Conservative Jewish 
Theological Seminary, to chair the 
task force planning its Continuity 
program. 

Unfortunately, his understanding 
of spirituality is even further afield 
than one might think. His views are 
cited in an article in MetroWest Jew­
ish News last year (Jan 16, '92). 
whicl1 reported on Kripalu, a yoga 
center in New England, that "Fills a 
Void in Jewish Spirituality." Among 
the 10 to 20% of the ashram's resi­
dents and visitors who are Jewish, 
the article says, is Dr. John Ruskay, 
who is quoted as finding that the 
"Kripalu can help deepen contempo­
rary Judaism." 

"Having visited the ashram twice," 
the report continues, "he [i.e. Ruskayj 
found the 'quality of the sacred [there] 
to be present and accessible.'" 

A meaningful Continuity program 
should uproot this type of spiritual­
ity from searching Jewish hearts, to 
be replaced by a Torah-based spiri­
tual experience. Not according to 
Federation's view! 

•The World Zionist Organi7.ation is 
also cognizant of "the sobering real­
ity of the declining Jewish identity 
facing Western Jewry especially 
among the younger generation ... [and] 
fully appreciate why Jewish Continu­
ity has become the by-word of North 
American Jewish life." This observa­
tion is from a letter signed by Uzi 
Narkiss, Chairman of the Zionist Del­
egation to North America. The state­
ment goes on to say: "We believe that 
by intensifying and broadening the 
Israeli dimension in the lives of North 
American Jewry, we can tmpact, sig­
nificantly, on the minds and hearts of 
countless individuals and families." 
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r--------.--·· . . . 
· "Right Diagnos"is, Wtong Cure" 

(Excerpted from remarks by Rabbi Moshe Sherer atAgudath Israel of America's 70th 
Natiol'lalConvention.) 

Three thousand of the top Jeadets of Jewish l'ecterations from throughout 
America gathered in New York at the GeneraJ Assembfy of the Council of Jewish 
Federations arid came to the conclusion that the patient-American Jewty-is 
critid!Uyill.But, unfortl.lf!ately. these misguided leaders those the wrong doctOrs. 

The chief executive officer Of that group announced. •Jsrael must become the 
major exporter of Jewish identity" to America ... : "Shfichim, the Israeli emissaries, 
should become the Pied_ Pipers of being Jewish." Others said the solution is "Jew· 
ish education· -but entrusting this Jewish education into the hands of the Re­
form and Conservative ra.bbis Who dominate their gro~ps. 

The$e misguided leaders are bringing very senousry sick patients to those doc· 
tors Who are rt!sponsibte for this plague of galloping assimilation in this country. 
MostQf the Israeli shJichirn here are exporting to this country not "KimiTzion teitzei 
Torah-Fl"orn Zicm shall come forth Torah,· but, lehavdilelef havdolos--pardon 
the ludicrousness ()f the comparison-"Ki miTzion teitzei To_ras Karl Marx--From 
Zion shall come forth the 'Torah' of Karl Marx.· 

And these rabbis upoo WhO'."they are putting the mantle of educational lead­
Eirship for-chinµ.c:h-they speak of a Judaism Which is, to us, 6 J 3 mitzV()s, but to 
them is 613 problems. These healers to whom they are going. intheir abroga­
tio)'j o!Jellllish tradition, are guilty of spiritual malpractice. 

At the same time, I have a message to our own Torah community: This prob-. 
lem of assimilation and intermarriage must _be put on top of our agenda! 

March, therefore, has been declared 
"Zionism Month" for the current year, 
with special events to highlight the 
Zionism connection. 

Two questions: Does Zionism rep­
resent a desirable model for continu­
ity? Further, can Zionism do the job 
by its own standards? Zionism was 
created to solve The Jewish Problem 
by substituting a conventional, land­
based nationalism for our identity as 
a Torali Nation, and judging by the 

terrible toll on loyalty to our principles 
of faith and perpetuation of essential 
Jewish existence that the Zionist 
Movement has taken on our people, 
Zionism has created its own set of 
problems. (See Rabbi Sherer's state­
ment.) These are our views. 

But let the Zionist leaders ask 
themselves: If "Zionism" refers to the 
Israeli version, how suitable is the 
model for Jewish continuity in 
America? After all, amongst Israeli 

D" ? D'lW'i1 ?:>>l 1Ti1 i1lW'i1 i1lnW'l i1>l ~ 
,,. All other years, your Seder was laden with questions .. ~ 

THIS YEAR you'll have the answers at your fingertips, with 

t\"\\1) h,,.h 
+ Explicit llalachos from the Mishna Berura, providing a clear guide for Erev 

Pesach and explaining each phase of the Sede,r. 

+ A compilation of commentaries from Rishonim and Gedolei Ackaronim 
unfolding the P~hat and context of the entire /Iagadah. 

+ Select Midrashim illuminating the Exodus, that wi'll enhance your Mitzvah of 
Sipur Yetzias Mizrayim. 

+ A collection of inspiring thoughts from the works of the Chofetz Chaim, on 
relevant topic~ of the Hagadah and redemption, past and future. 

ELEGANTIX DESIGNED ! THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Ask your locarbookstore for nlY1:t n1~i1. 
For inforrnation or orders, call (718) 339-6102 

21 



youth, Zionism is a code word for 
head-in-the-clouds idealism. The 
public schools-and its graduates, as 
a result-do not have the remotest 
awareness of the ideals associated 
with settling the land (let alone the 
sanctity of Torah and mitzvos!}. Only 
2% of the country's population lives 
on kibbutzim, and the kibbutzniks 
are also restless. What, from all the 
achievements of Israeli-brand Zion­
ism circa 1993, is meant to be passed 
on to our youth? 

When the Federations 
foresee the possible 
disappearing of the 
Jewish people, they don't 
envisio'n a shrunken 
neshama; they see a 
dried-up source of 
checks and a crumbled 
establishment. 

The Amertcan model of Zionism is 
one of financial support of the State 
and lobbying for Israeli securtty. That 
may be meaningful as far as it goes, 
but how does that prevent assimila­
tion or intermarrtage? At best, it re­
inforces Zionist causes as an object of 
charttable largesse. Besides, such In­
volvement is an outgrowth of"Jewish 
identity," but cannot be its generator. 

It would seem, then, that the Jew­
ish community, as a whole, has 
passed the stage of denial regarding 
the intermarriage-dwindling num-

Rabbi Aryeh Schechter 
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hers-disappearance crtsis. Any group 
worthy of the name "Jewish" has ex­
pressed concern for hemshech 
hadoros, continuity. Each, however, 
has its own understanding of what 
Jewish existence is. And for the secu­
lar and Reform establishment. it 
means accepting things as they are, 
including intermnrringe, as long as 
the mixed couple and their families 
somehow identify as "Jewish." Thus, 
each will map out its plans for assur­
ing this· continuity" on the basis ofits 
own sense of what the essential Jew 
is: Torah. philanthropy, culture. Zi­
onism, or some vague sense of spiri­
tuality. (See sidebar.) 

While one and all might instinc­
tively rally 'round the banner that 
calls for safeguarding Continuity, we 
are not all of one mind when it comes 
to the slogan's implications. We of the 
Torah community must intensify our 
efforts to support our own institu­
tions; no one else seems to have given 
them priority on their Continuity 
agenda. And then we must be pre­
pared to answer the challenge: "What 
are you doing to save the rest of Klal 
Y1Sroel?" As stated earlier. stanching 
the hemorrhaging of Jews out of the 
fold must be a matter of supreme 
concern to us. To begin with, we must 
do our utmost to represent Torah in 
the most authentic (and thus attrac­
tive) manner possible, and bring its 
message to the family next door. the 
guy at the next computer station. the 
clients we deal with on a professional 
basis. We must support-personally 
and financially----0rganized efforts to 
keep our brothers within the fold. Our 
own families' continuity is far from 
adequate if it does not embrace the 
rest of our people that are so threat­
ened with oblivion rn. • 
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CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST 

DR.BENZION 
SOROI'ZKIN 
N,Y. STATE LICENSED 

ADULTS 
AND 

CIBLDREN 
(718) 633-3248 . 
(718) 219-3867 . 

AMERICAN JEWS & ISRAEUS 
DISCUSS WHATTHEYCAN 

LEARN FROM EACH OTHER 
by Cynthia Mann 
JERUSALEM, Feb .. 2B. (JTAj ~ 

American Jews can strengthen and 
preserve their Jewish identify by forg; 
ing more meaningful ties to Israel. 
while Israelis can enrich their under­
standing of Jewish Life by learning 
more about [)iasporaJews. 

So suggested American and lsraen 
participants at a ".townmeeang· 1ast 
Saturday night on Israel-Diaspora re­
lations. It was organized by the. Con­
ference of PresidentS-Of MajorAmefi.. 
can Jewish Organizations during its 
annual fact.finding mission here ... , 

One Israeli participant, Mordechai 
Abraham, urged the American Jew­
ish leaders to press the Israeli govern­
ment for the study of Diaspora-Jewry 
in the Israeli school curriculum. 
which nowoffers.nothing·on the 
subject. Such exposure would help 
teach Israelis impoff,am lessons about 
reli9ious pluralism .and tolerance, he 
said. 

· [Comment: Nothing abbut such 
Diaspora piOduasas the Babylonian 
Talmud, Maimonides, Rashi, th.e 
Besht the Vilna Gaon or the Chofetz 
Chaim ...• Only •pluralism.• read:.~­
ognition of Reform, et aL} 

ShlomoAvineri, a politital·Science 
1 professor at H~bre~ University, 

said ... that the synagogue.is "the por­
table homeland of the Jewish.people 
in exile and that people JMng ir1 their 
own culture Ji.e. Israel} dont need it: 

(Question: ooes eitherofthe part; 
ners of this cross.cultural exchange 
offer any formula for meaningful 
"continuity'?) 

BIG 
APPLE 
COPY & PRINTING 

CENTER 

87 NASSAU ST 
NEW YORK, NY 10038 

(212) 962-4282 
(212) 267-9478 

The Jewish Obseroer. March 1993 



ArtScroll and the Jewish Observer present 80 views of 
the dynamic world of contemporary Jewish women 

OFHO 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE WORLD 
OF THE JEWISH WOMAN 

Women in Jewish life - their hopes, 
their roles, their aspirations, their 

responses to the new feminism and the 
old challenges in the guise of modern 
allure. A generation's worth of ideas 
and ideals as they have appeared in the 
pages of the Jewish Observer, America's 
foremost journal of Torah perspective on 
the kaleidoscope of a changing - often 
disintegrating - society. 

Agudath Israel's monthly, edited by 
Rabbi Nisson Wolpin, is the address for 
people seeking an authentic Torah 
viewpoint. This collection of prose and 
poetry from the best of the JO is stimulat­
ing and provocative, witty and soulful. 

The selections were chosen and honed 
by Sarah Shapiro, the famed author who is 
widely celebrated for her sensitive and skill­
ful projection of today's Jewish woman's 
search for her reflection in the mirror of our 
sacred traditions. 

Hardcover $17.95 Paperback $14.95 

"\ • f ( ,.-h ( f. ,, AU c f; ( Available at your local Hebrew bookstore or call: 
NllJ'tJraJL)l.f'UIJtuaflv1uJ {fa_) 1-800-MESORAH I In NYS: (718) 921-9000 



We Alm: 
• To develop in our students emunah and 

yiras shomayim-belief in the 
fundamental principles of Judaism. 

• To promote a high standard of ethical 
values, chessed, and tolerance for others. 

• To equip our students with the skills they 
will require in their future lives. 

We Offer: 
An intensive two-year course combining advanced 
Jewish studies with Vocational Training. The 
program includes Shabbos and Yorn Tov during the 
semester and all our students live on the premises. 
This Seminary is quite different from other similar 
institutions as it provides a much broader range of 
subjects as you will see in our schedule. 

To Apply: 

Shlurim: 
• Wide ranging subjects including Tor ah study with 

commentaries, Jewish History, Psychology, Mussar. 
•Stimulating and interesting approach. 
• Focus on development of rniddos. 

Vocadonal Training: 
• A variety of course options. 
•Courses offered include Teacher Training, Nursery 

Teacher Training, Keyboard Skills, Word-Processing, 
Computer Programming, Desktop Publishing, Book­
keeping, Dressmaking, Art. 

• External examinations for recognised qualifications. 

Quallfled Staff: 
• Dedicated team of professionals with many years of 

experience in education. 
• Experienced resident matron. 

International Student Body: 
• Currently over 80 girls, aged 16-20 years. 
• Around 25% UK, 25% Europe, 50% Israel, USA, 

Canada, Australia. 

Well Appointed Premises: 
• Modern, functional buildings. 
• Residential accommodations. 
• Lecture rooms, dormitories, computer room, library 

and other facilities conveniently on site. 

Varied Program of Extra-Curricular 
ActMties: 

• Swimming and fitness • First aid course • Cooking 
course • Hairdressing course • Music and drama 
productions • In-house magazine • Outings and 
walking tours • Social events • Interaction with the 
local community and its institutions; students help 
with young families, the elderly, the handicapped; 
they participate in the SEED program, and are 
involved in charity work. 

Applications for the 
coming year are now being 
processed. Applications 
may now be submitted for 
the year 5754/55 (1994/95) 
as well: 474 Bury New Rd, 
Salford M7 ONU I 
Manchester, England 
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I t was three days before Purim. 
Yltzchak, newly arrived from Rus­
sia, appeared at my office, bring­

ing regards from my daughter, who 
was teaching in Kiev. Yltzchak had 
been an active member of the shul in 
Kiev, an important component of the 
small religious community there. 

During the same period, Chaim 
had done some repair work in my 
house. One day, he arrived with a bag 
of old religious objects whose func­
tions he didn't understand, but to 
which he seemed veiy attached: an old 
ki11eL a mended pair of tzitzi.s, and a 
small book containing hand-as­
sembled clippings of numerous 
prayers. He explained that they be­
longed tohs father-in-Jaw, who had 
recently passed away. He had been the 
religious leader In their town, and had 
remained observant through all at­
tempts by the Communist reglme to 
obliterate religion. Chaim spoke Yid­
dish with a flair that made him proud, 
and was very eager to learn more 
about the traditions of his people. 

For Yltzchak and for Chaim, Con­
gregation Shearis Yosef was founded, 
much in the same way that the Rus­
sian program in my school, Hanna 

Rabbi IDDel Belsky, prtncipal of Hanna Sacks Bais 
Yaakov in Chicago, has written several articles that 
have been published in TheJewi.sh Observer, most 
recently, MRebbeM--a tribute to the late Rabbi 
Sh1omo Freifeld'::>~ (Dec. 1990). 
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The 
Sparks 

of 
Yosef 

Sacks Bais Yaakov, was founded for 
one student. We try to follow in the 
footsteps of the Ribbono Shel Olam. 
who created the world for one person. 

T:e concept was a new one, to 
ducate Russian Jews by ex­

posing them to Bnei Torah who 
were willing to meet them at their 
level. A committee was formed to or­
ganize youngTorah scholars to rotate 
as the nucleus of the minyan. We 
were confident that there were addi­
tional newly arrived Jews, besides 
Yltzchak and Chaim, who had inter­
est in Torah Judaism, who had per­
haps seen it in days Jong gone, or who 
imagined there must be more than 
they knew. Word spread and the 
group grew in both directions - the 
Russian Jews who were becoming in­
creasingly comfortable with their 
taUeisim, their Siddurim. and their 
newly forming community, as well as 
the Bnei Turah who were Interested in 
what was happening. 

The interaction was fascinating. 
Unlike other organizations servicing 
the Russian Jews, who assume that 
their frame of reference and socializa­
tion must remain Russian, we strove 
to validate the experiences and con­
text of the Russian Jews. But they 
had to constantly contrast, reconcile. 
and integrate the American Jew's re­
ligious structure. Someone com-

Rabbi Hillel Belsky 

mented on this with great anguish: 
"You people are so sincere when you 
pray. You have a base, a base upon 
which to construct. even when you do 
not understand. I am a Russian man. 
I have neither." But from the corners 
of their eyes and their hearts, they 
began taking it in. With their tzitzi.s as 
their uniform, they sensed their new 
posture to the world. These are Jews 
who had paid dearly for that appella­
tion - in their jobs, in the universi­
ties, and on the street. Now, in free­
dom, they seemed ready to reap the 
dividends. 

Rosh Hashana approached, 
and raised a series of di­
lemma. Would the formula 

work under more challenging cir­
cumstances, as it had worked until 
now? Would the Russian Jews come, 
would they stay? Would they, in their 
ignorance, distract the others on this 
most sertous day? Would the Bnei To­
rah relinquish their usual places of 
tefilla? All the people who work 
closely with Russian Jews advised us 
to make alternative arrangements for 
them. They assured us that although 
they might come, they would not 
know what to do and would not stay. 
But by now, numerous unexpected 
things had happened and we began 
to wonder whether we had the rtgbt 
to abandon the minyan for Yamim 
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Noraim In fact, the only thing of cer­
tainty was our inability to predict the 
outcome. 

A halachic inquiry won the assur­
ance that we must not disband the 
minyQJL Now the myriad problems we 
had attempted to avoid were upon us. 
I was encouraged by the initial re­
sponse, by everyone's eagerness to 
help. One young Torah scholar of­
fered to come both days. "Do you 
think there is a better place to daven 
Rosh Hashana?" His comment 
helped me to stop feeling apologetic 
for asking the Amertcan mispallelim 
to leave their yeshivas and shuls. 

I kept thinking of Chaim, his new 
tzitzis quite visible and a broad grin 
on his face, as he recited Birchas 
HaTorah; ofYitzchak, whose son was 
now in Yeshiva and influencing his 
family to grow with him. We raised 
money for Machzorim and held our 
breath. Not knowing who would ap­
pear, we comforted ourselves with the 
notion that the idea had mertt. "A Yid 
muz tun nit ujtun(a Jew must do, not 
necessarily accomplish)," my Rebbe 
used to say. 

R osh Hashana morning 
dawned. It seemed like a 
sleight of hand, for suddenly 

there were 110 people filling the 
room. Men. women, and children. 
The room and everyone in it pulsated 
with a sense of purpose. No one came 
and went; they all stayed and 
davened. page by page, with rapt at-
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One day, Chaim 
arrived with a bag of old 
religious objects whose 
functions he didn't 
understand, but to which 
he seemed very 
attached: an old kittel, a 
mended pair of tzitzis, 
and a small book 
containing hand­
assembled clippings of 
numerous prayers. He 
explained that they 
belonged to his father­
in-law, who had recently 
passed away. 

tention. We had succeeded; now we 
were a real mtnyWl. 

As Yorn Kippur neared, I an­
nounced that it is better not to wear 
leather shoes. One day, I was <hiving 
home and spotted ltzik and Clara, an 
elderly couple, waiting for the bus. I 
offered them a rtde, and when we 
neared thetr destination, they told me 
they were going to the shoe store: "Mir 
dmfen koifen synJetica{we must buy 
synthetics)." Noone wore leather 
shoes to KolNidre. 

Succos. Suddenly, Yitzchak and 
Chaim were putting up a succa that 
had been donated. Around the 
crowded table, we talked about the re­
lationship ofYom Kippur to Succos: of 
teshuva, of the Clouds of Glory, of the 
concept of the far coming near. of sur -
render. We sang, not only the usual 
zemimS transliterated into Russian, 
but Yitzchak's favmite niggun - "Min 
hameitzar korosi Kah{from narrow 
straits I call to G-d)." 

As we were leaving the succa. 
Gershon approached me. prt­
vately. "I want to be from those 

far away people who come near. But 
my father was a Communist and he 
did not keep the Traditions. I want to 
be like all Jewish men." he blurted in 
his faltertng English. 

Gershon's bris, which took place 
immediately after Succos. thrust him 
Into the center of Jewish life. "I am 
complete Jew." he would mutter. as 
if he needed to hear these words in 
order to believe them himself. It was 
a celebration for him, especially to 
carry the name of his grandfather, 
who had been the last link in the 
chain of tradition. "I thought about It 
for a long time," he said. "Even in Rus­
sia. But the synagogue made it hap­
pen. I couldn't hold the Torah when I 
know what it says about people who 
do not have bris." The thin satin kippa 
he owned troubled him. "There must 
be other kippas. This seems to be for 
people who only wear it once a year," 
he said, insisting to wear the worn 
velvet kippa that I had in my pocket. 
Tefillinand davening followed, as well 
as Torah learning. Then came the ul­
timate struggle: "In Russia, I was a 
peaceful man. I lived a quiet and 
happy life. Good job, lots of friends. 
Now I am confused. I will never reach 
your level." 

Simchas Torah brought visiting 
Yeshiva bachurtm to our minyan who 
discovered that Russian Jews knew 
how to express themselves in dance. 
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X a told me that I do not under­
stand what we are giving 
them. They can get all their 

needs met elsewhere. she explained. 
"But for Jewishkeit, they must come 
to you." Ada did not enjoy praying in 
Russian. She preferred to sit beside 
my wife, putting her ear next to my 
wife's mouth. "I want to know how it 
sounds," she said. She wanted to hear 
the authentic sounds of lefilla. When 
the shofar was blown, there were no 
barriers between our new friends and 
us. The tekios are not verbal and re­
quire no prtor learning. They are the 
authentic sounds of the Jewish souls, 
and enable all Jews to respond to 
them on an authentic soul-level. 

Pinchas was eating a seuda at my 
house. In perfect Yiddish, he told me 
that he remembers his father putting 

These are Jews who had 
paid dearly for that 
appellation- in their 
jobs, in the universities, 
and on the street. Now, 
in freedom, they seemed 
ready to reap the 
dividends. 

on a tallis and his mother lighting 
Shabbos candles, "doing everything 
Jewish." Until they were killed by the 
Nazis, when he was six years old. He 
was raised in an orphanage tn Rus-

sia, but he never took a Russian 
name. Pinchas the Jew never let go of 
these early memories, despite the 
pressures to forget. 

Chaim Leib did not read from the 
transliterated berachos we had pre­
pared for him. He remembered how 
to read Hebrew. Grinning, he would 
tell everyone that he had not seen a 
Jewish book in fifty-five years, but he 
s1ill remembered. One Shabbos, he 
told me that his bed-rtdden wife kept 
asking him to bring home cholent 
from the synagogue. After Shabbos, I 
took some over. Her father had been 
a Rav and she found it almost beyond 
belief that Chaim Leib was davening 
now. Several weeks later, I noticed 
that he no longer ate cholent at the 
minyan. "My wife makes it now," he 
explained proudly. 

---------------------------------------····----····--···-----, 
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Their memories, the etchings on 
their souls, the indelible impressions 
are emerging. The Torah has that 
power, we are taught. It protects 
be'idna d'asik bei ube'idna d'lo asik 
bei- when we are engaged in it and 
when we are not; the Chanuka lights 
that burned after the oil was gone, the 
broken Luchos that travelled with the 
Jews in the desert. The old man who 
has forgotten his learning must be 
accorded the same Torah honor as 
before, and I feel that we are witness­
ing in these people the collective etch­
ings that had become dormant. They 
have stories to tell: of waiting all night 
on line for nwtza, of mezuzos hidden 
in doorposts, of fathers and Zaidas 
who were Rabbanimand Chazzanim 
It is a she'aris hapleita, a new level of 
holocaust survivor. Many of these 
families were decimated by Hitler be­
fore they fell into the clutches of 
Stalin. Ulai yerachem she'aris 
Yosef. .. laksa b'kijlayim, smitten 
twice, they finally breathe free. In 
words and deeds, the spark of what 
they once knew is permitted at last to 
be rekindled. 

I tis almost a year now. The discus­
sions on the Parsha are much 
deeper. When my Russian trans­

lator moved away and I was forced to 
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To work with this new 
community requires a 
particular focus: to live in 
the moment and to trust 
it, to be willing to make 
great efforts and invest 
heavily, without the need 
for tangible results. It is, 
perhaps, the biggest 
nisayon we have faced 
in Kiruv Rechokim. 

speak in Yiddish, I was informed by 
many that in Russian synagogues 
only Yiddish was spoken. Indeed, I 
find that for Russian Jews, Yiddish is 
the language of the soul. A sense of 
connectedness is strong within me. I 
am only two generations removed; 
some of these people are from cities 
near where my grandparents lived. 
What if they, too, had remained? I 
give honor to their experiences. I ex-
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plain them in the language of the To­
rah, the bush that would not be con­
sumed -the eternity of the Jew, even 
as he witnesses his darkest mo­
ments. They know what I mean, even 
more than I do. 

I do not underestimate the impact 
of the Communist rule, nor how 
much time and love it will take to 
heal. I struggle not to cherish unreal­
istic expectations for the future. But, 
at the same time, I am a strong be­
liever in the truth and power of the 
moment. There is "Who will ascend 
the mountain of G-d ... " (Tehillim 
24,3) and then there is "who may 
stand in the place of his sanctity?" 
(ibid). There is reaching, there is 
achieving, and there is maintaining, 
each independent of each other. I am 
also humbled by the reality of how 
long it took to build Torah in this 
count:ry-&>mething we tend to forget 
now that we have made such impres­
sive inroads. To work with this new 
community requires a partlcular fo­
cus: to live in the moment and to trust 
it, to be willing to make great efforts 
and invest heavily, without the need 
for tangible results. I tis, perhaps, the 
biggest nisayon we have faced in 
Kirov Rechokim, and I feel less than 
adequately equipped. As always, I 
pray for help. • 
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Rosh Chodesh Nissan, 5753 

Dear Avreich: 

If you are inclined towards dedicating your energies for the klal, for a. generation that 
'1'7Vi1:l>:ltliTTlm or if your present financial circumstances are difficult, then you probably should 
consider the opportunity of Kollel Los Angeles. 

Founded eigl:J.teen years a.go to grant avreichim an opportunity to learn Without financial 
pressure, to develop their talents via shiurim to balabatim, and to assist and encourage 
avreichim towards the acceptance of worthy positions in chinuch, and avoda.S hakodesh, the 
Kollel has an admirable record. 

Thirty-two of its thirty-four alumni presently hold positions in \il"l'jmrm:l).), ten of them in 
Los Angeles. Four of them have founded their own institutions. In the eigl:J.teen years that the 
Kollel has functioned it has never failed to meet its obligations to its avreichim. 

Outside of greater New York City, Los Angeles commands a situation and opportunities 
unapproachable by any other North American community; an evergroWing Jewish population of 
N'l:l'1!11Nr.l1!1\?1; eleven Torah elementary schools each hosting several hundred children; several 
Torah High Schools; new orthodox congregations constantly emerging in developing areas; Repre­
sentative communities from every area of the diaspora; yeshivot and mesivtot that will need a 
good number of maggidei shiur in coming years. 

Chinuch remuneration tends to be higl:J. and a magnificent new opportunity has emerged: a 
mechanchim kollel, open to most mecha.nchim in Los Angeles, maintaining a higl:J. level of limud 
daily from 4: 15 to 6: 15 P.M. and granting a significant fellowship. 

Presently the Kollel seeks siX additional a.vreichim to complement its siX present full time 
avreichim. Giving shiurim is not a requirement, merely a positive attitude towards some even­
tual communal service. The immediate need is 1f'1':J.i:J.11n>mw. 

You probably now realize that there are surely many avreichim who should give careful 
thougl:J.t to Kollel-Los Angeles. Should you Wish to consider this opportunity, send your name, 
address, telephone number, and yeshiva history to: Kollel-Los Angeles, P.O. Box 480460, Los 
Angeles, CA 90056. Confidentiality is assured. 

If you desire an opportunity 'l!llllil nrnir.i imr.i o"tl rrnri:i ji'l'0).)7 our beiS medrash is quite possibly 
what you seek. 

If you are inspired by the needs of the klal, your challenge may well be here. 

Sincerely, 

Xollel-Los.Angeles 

XOLLEL-LOSAl\TGELES-7466 BEVBBLYBLVD. -LOSAl\TGELES, CA90036 (213) 933-7193 



Dr. Meir Wilder 

A Plea To Divorcing Parents For Compassion For Their Children 
ACCEPTING REALITY 

As has been openly acknowl­
edged in these pages, "Even in 
Torah observant circles. mari­

tal problems are increasing-a fact il­
lustrated by the growing incidence of 
divorce in Orthodox families." ("Books 
on Marriage," JO, June '89) 

To be sure. we must do what we 
can to prevent divorces when they 
threaten, but we must also be pre­
pared to face the consequences of di­
vorce if it does occur. 

When a couple finalizes their deci­
sion to divorce, whether by mutual 
consent or as a result of the advers­
arial process of a din Torah the mar-

Dr. Wilder is a psychotherapist and family coun­
selor in private practice. His book. BayisNe'eman 

t;,'i b 'YtSrUel: Practical Steps to Success in Marriage 
was reviewed in the June '89 issue of JO. 
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riage may be dissolved but the two 
principals are by no means finished 
with each other. The get (bill of di­
vorce), must be written and executed, 
and joint property must be diVided. 
These may take weeks, months or 

From all the research of 
the social scientists, one 
consensus emerges: the 
ones who suffer most from 
divorce are children. 

even years to complete. depending 
largely upon the willingness of both 
sides to cooperate and compromise. 
If a spirit of hostility prevails, how-

ever, the process of finalizing these 
arrangements can drag on indefi­
nitely. 

Besides the get and property 
settlements, questions of child cus­
tody and visitation must also be ad­
dressed. Again, the attitudes of both 
sides will determine whether these 
questions will be resolved smoothly 
and quickly or whether they will trig­
ger friction and heartache. Social sci­
entists have perhaps spent more time 
studying divorce and its aftermath, 
than any other social phenomenon. 
From all the research, one consensus 
emerges: the ones who suffer most 
from divorce are children. 

This article will not categorize the 
full range of psychological and emo­
tional consequences for children 
when llieir parents divorce. But one 
point cannot be emphasized enough: 
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The emotional fall-out of divorce for 
children is magnified intensely when 
the conflict and bitterness of the un­
successful marriage enter into the 
custody and visitation arrangements. 

THE "WHY?": CHILDREN'S 
SUFFERING FROM THEIR PARENTS' 

DESTRUCTIVE BEHAVIOR 

Tiese parents obviously do not 
et along with each other, but 

why must they destroy the 
lives of their children by using cus­
tody and visitation as the new battle­
ground on which to act out their hos­
tilities? Why can't parents agree, at 
least, to act in a way that is in their 
children's best interests? The follow­
ing pages will outline the destructive 
behavior referred to-based on the 
author's clinical e:xpertence in treat­
ing children of divorce and conduct­
ing child custody evaluations for batei 
din and family court-which has be­
come prevalent even in the Torah 
community. Since mothers and fa­
thers are equally to blame for these 

Mitzvahs • Brochos • Alef~Bais 
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violations of common sense, decency 
and civility, the neuter term "parent" 
will be used. 
By-passing Torah law: One parent 
may try to circumvent the process of 
a din Torah by initiating a legal action 
in a secular court in the belief that 
(s)he will receive a better arrange­
ment. Unless such action is approved 
by a halachic authortty, this parent 
could be violating the severe prohibi­
tion against brtnging a fellow Jew be­
fore arka'os (a secular court). 
Fanning the adversarial flames: 
When the venue has been determined 
for resolving the custody and visita­
tion issues, one parent may try to fan 
the adversartal flames by hirtng the 
toughest, most aggressive advocate, 
whether it by a tnayn in a din Torah, 
or a lawyer in court. Either way, the 
intent is, clearly. to demolish the 
other side, rather than to mediate or 
arbitrate a mutually acceptable 
agreement. Rabbonim as well as di­
vorce-mediation attorneys can re­
solve differences peacefully. But 
when one parent hires a "top gun," 
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then only fireworks, anguish and as­
tronomical legal fees can follow. 
False accusations: Drtven by the 
most noble motivation, a parent may 
feel (s)he "deserves" custody of the 
children, so (s)he is moreh hetter (as­
sumes an imagined halachic man­
date) to deliberately distort or falsify 
the facts. Thus, durtng the din Torah 
or in court, one parent may fabrtcate 

Most unfortunately, 
some parents use their 
children as sounding 
boards for their pent-up 
resentments and 
frustrations. The children 
become captive 
audiences with nowhere 
to hide. 

stortes of substance abuse, crtminal 
behavior, mental illness or even child 
abuse. 

Once abuse has been alleged, the 
court may have no other means of 
verifying the accusation other than to 
question the child. The child under­
stands only too well that his or her 
testimony will hurt one, or even both 
parents, thus running the rtsk of re­
jection and alienation from at least 
one parent-the last thing any child 
of divorce needs. Children who un­
dergo such a traumatic ordeal often 
develop symptoms of anxiety, depres­
sion, or both, which can remain long 
after the case has been settled. 

THWARTING THE AGREEMENT 

0 nee custody and visitation 
have been determined, some 
parents thwart, undermine 

and disregard both the spirit and the 
letter of the agreements, again to the 
detriment of the children. 
Frustrating the schedule: Dally and 
weekly routines are more easily 
maintained when visitation sched­
ules are honored faithfully. More im-
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portantly, children can learn to ad­
just to the predictable visits of the 
non-custodial parent. 

But when the schedule is not hon­
ored, routines are upset, children are 
disappointed, and instability has 
been injected into the lives of people 
who have already suffered lengthy 
periods of crisis. For example, one 
parent may arrive late to pick up the 
children or not show up at all. An­
other parent will not have the chil­
dren ready to be picked up at the ap­
pointed time. One parent may leave 
the children at a different address 
than was previously agreed upon or 
will be out of town. Another parent 
will arrive at the wrong time or day of 
the week and insist on seeing the chil­
dren. Some parents have even gone 
to a yeshiva or a Bais Yaakov to see 
their children when this was not 
agreed to in advance. The children 
then are so disrupted that it is virtu­
ally impossible for them to learn 
properly. The yeshiva personnel are 
also disturbed by this intrusion, 
which can affect the entire school. 
Using the children as spies: Some 
parents maintain an unhealthy curi­
osity about the private affairs of their 
ex-spouses. They want to know ev­
erything their ex-spouses do, whom 
they speak to, how they occupy their 
time .... So whenever the children re­
turn from visitation with the other 
parent, they pump their children for 
information, sometimes in a round­
about fashion, at other times more 
directly. Either way, the children un­
derstand why these questions are be­
ing asked, and they literally hate be­
ing placed 1n this no-Win position. As 
a result, they feel so much stress that 
they often develop physical ailments 
such as sleeplessness, enuresis, 
headaches, irritable bowel syndrome, 
nausea and even ulcers. 
Utilizing children as allies: Some 
children, especially older teenagers, 
may simply refuse to report to one 
parent about the other. But there are 
still other ways for parents to embroil 
their children into the parental con­
flict, in spite of the children's efforts 
to remain neutral. 

Most unfortunately, some parents 
use their children as sounding 
boards for their pent-up resentments 
and frustrations. The children be-
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other in front of the child, that parent 
is in effect telling him: If you love me 
and want me ID love you, you must re­
pudiate your other parent This mes­
sage need not be stated, but it is al­
ways implied, as if that parent were 
asking: Whose side are you on? 

Eventually, all children placed In 
such a double bind do choose one 
parent over the other. But after hav­
ing done so, they are usually left with 
residual guilt feelings that can result 
in social isolation, shyness. poor con­
centration in the yeshiva, fearfulness, 
poor appetite. depression, and even. 

somewhat) the destructive impact of 
that criticism. For example, the par­
ent who may disparage the other will 
at other times be supportive and ex­
press appreciation or kindness. 
Such opportunities do not exist for 
families of divorce. 

FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS 

F inally, the divorcing couple 
must also resolve financial 
questions. such as the distri­

bution of assets and the determina­
tion of alimony and child-support 

come captive audiences with no­
where to hide. These parents will find 
evezy opportunity to disparage their 
"ex's" in front of their children. Once 
again. this is always done l'sheim 
Shamayim, to warn the children as to 
"what kind of person the other par­
ent really is." These parents violate 
the laws of lashon hora, rechilus and 
nwtzi sheim ra all within the same 
conversation. Theywillquotetheirex­
spouses out of context. bring up inci­
dents from years past. and reveal 
whatever they can to discredit their 
ex-spouses in the eyes of their chil­
dren. Their stated motive is "to set the 
record straight." Their real objective 
is to hurt their ex-spouses and retali­
ate for all past and current injustices. 
But their ultimate achievement is to 
inflict psychological damage on their 
children, which can require years of 
psychotherapy to undo. 

This last point begs for elabora­
tion. Almost as much as they require 
air and water. all children need to feel 
loved and accepted by both parents. 
Even when a child is orphaned, (s)he 
can derive enormous comfort from 
the memoty of having been loved and 
accepted by the now-deceased par­
ent. When parents divorce, a child 
normally feels that his parents' love 
and acceptance has been challenged, 
and he will typically reach out for and 
demand more reassurances of love­
and acceptance from both parents. 

Their stated motive is, "to set the record straight." 
Their real objective is to hurt their ex-spouses and 
retaliate for all past and current injustices. But their 
ultimate achievement is to inAict psychological 
damage on their children, which can require years of 
psychotherapy to undo. 
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challila, suicidal thoughts. 

When one parent disparages the 

True, even married couples, un­
fortunately, can and do disparage 
each other in front of-or to-the 
children. This is also unhealthy for 
the same reasons. But an intact fam­
ily structure offers many opportuni­
ties to modify somewhat (if only 

'l"O::I 

DON'T JUST COUNT SEFIRA, 
THIS YEAR, MAKE SEFIRA COUNT 

The 49 days of Selira were given in order. to work 
on the 48 levels of Kinyan HaTorah, "ith the 
49th day to review. ( Mishnas RebblAharon, Vol. 1,pg. 63) 

Rav Weinberg's keen insight and famous wit will 
show you proven ways to reach your full potential 
and to overcome the challenges in your learning 
and daily life. This time around prepare yourself 
for an emesdik'e Kabolas HaTorah. 

'A Way a Day• 
Make check payable to: 

48 Ways to Wisdom 
by Rabbi Noach Weinberg 

Alsh HaTorah Audio Center 

$ 
900 F'orest Ave. Lakewood, NJ 08701 

Set· 25 Tapes 135 <••dss• .. ,• .. > Tel.{908)367·6557 

payments. Unfortunately. these 
questions can also serve as a handy 
battleground for old conflicts. Once 
again, the target is always the ex­
spouse, but the ones who are hurt the 
most are the children. Once again, 
both fathers and mothers are equally 
at fault. And once again. we must ask 
why parents can have so little com­
passion for their own children! 

For example, a father may refuse. 
"forget," or simply delay making his 
agreed-upon support payments. He 
may even acknowledge his obliga­
tions but claim that his business has 
suffered a set -back. If his claims are 
valid, he cmmot be expected to pro­
vide that which he does not have. But 
if his claims are distorted. he may not 
only succeed in causing his ex-wife to 
suffer, but his vindictive stinginess 
may also cause his children to be de­
nied a new outfit for Yorn Tov, a trip 
to summer camp, or even an occa­
sional ice cream cone. The children 
will certainly survive, but if they were 
accustomed to a higher standard of 
living. this unnecessary material dep­
Iivation will serve only to heap addi­
tional shame and disappointment on 
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top of that which already exists as a 
result of the clivorce itself. 

A mother may also try to "punish" 
her ex-husband, by repeatedly drag­
ging him into court to renegotiate the 
alimony and child-support agree­
ment. She might claim that the prior 
agreement was inadequate for her 
and the children's needs, or that her 
husband is now earning considerably 
more money than he clid at the time 
they signed the agreement. If the 
claims are valid, she has evety right 
to renegotiate. But if not, she will hurt 
her children much more than her ex· 
husband. 

The children will especiaily suffer 
if their mother's vinclictive greed re­
sults in their loss of contact with their 
father. When alimony and child sup­
port payments become too burden­
some or court hearings too frequent, 
many fathers decide that in spite of 
how much they would like to see their 
children, it is just not worth the 
hassle. Jn effect, they trade in regular 
visitation for relief from financial tlag­
ellation, with the children becoming 
the greatest losers.· 

·See "'Visitation and the Noncustodial Father~ by 
MaJY Ann P. Koch and Carol R Lowery (Jaumal. of 
Divorce. Winter I 984). 

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 

W en any couple finds their 
fferences so unreconcilable 

that they must divorce, the 
tragedy is so profound that the 
mizbei' ach in the Beis Hamikdash 
sheds tears (Gittin 90b). But why 
must the tragedy of divorce be com­
pounded by the senseless and inhu­
man traumatization of the children? 

We can only assume that the per­
petrators of the injustices outlined 
here were so emotionaily imprisoned 
by passionate resentment for their ex­
spouses that they failed to compre­
hend the full impact of their behavior. 
Hopefully, this article will open their 
eyes, and the eyes of others-fiiends, 
parents and other relatives-who be­
come partisans in theWarsoftheEx's, 
when they recommend such damag­
ing tactics ofreprtsal. 

In short, the feelings of hostility 
may be justified. But using children 
as a weapon or as a battleground is 
totaily indefensible. 

Let us try to eliminate the need for 
any couple to clivorce. But as long as 
there continue to be new "ex's" in our 
community, let their treatment of 
their children no longer provoke us to 
exclaim, "Why?f' • 
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Thousands of scholars 
can't live without Torah. 

The learning of Torah is 
the foundation upon which 
the Jewish people live. And 
the dedicated talmidei 
chachomim ... those precious 
few who have chosen to make 
the study of Torah their lives' 
devotion, are the cornerstone 
of that foundation. 

Unfortunately, for many 
hundreds of Torah families, 
day-to-day living is a constant 
struggle for survival. 

Ezras Torah is dedicated to 
the cause of keeping our 
needy Torah scholars 
learning. For the past 78 years 
we have been an anonymous 
source of sustenance so that 
our scholars can cope with a 
medical emergency. So that 
couples may wed in dignity 
rather than poverty. So that 

Or food. 

an orphaned child does not 
suffer from his fate. 

Today, more than ever, 
Ezras Torah needs you to help 
those who keep the study of 
Torah alive. Please make this 
Pesach for them, a Pesach of 

freedom from want... freedom 
to continue in their holy 
vocation. 

Because many of our 
scholars who can't live 
without Torah, can't live 
without your help. 

SEVENTY-EIGHTH[ IEZIRAS TORA\HI llANNIVERSARY 

THE HUMAN SIDE 
OF TORAH PHILANTHROPY 

r--------------------------~ 

I D I would like to help needy Torah Scholars. Please accept my I 
I tax deductible contribution for: j 

I D $18 D $36 D $72 D $100 D $180 I 
I D $250 D $500 D $1000 D Other$ I 
I D Please send me a FREE Ezras Torah Pocket Lu'ach I 
I Make check payable to: Name I 
I Ezras Torah I 
I 235 East Broadway Address I 
I New York, NY 10002 City State ip I 
I (212) 363-1000 I 
I Phone I 
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REVIEWING BE'IWEEN 
THE LINES 

Oh, how l would wish to have 
an offer, an opportunity, to 
write a weekly column of 

"memories. hopes, dreams, realities, 
and other little pieces of life!" For writ­
ing is a way of"setting thtngs straight, 
of getting thtngs into perspective, of 
keeping reins on fear and panic, of 
confrontation," of capturing joy and 
sorrow. And ifthatlongiogwould ma­
tertalize, there would be one more se­
cret dream that I would cherish-that 
the reader would not only see the pa­
thos, the humor, the irony, the wit, 
captured in the weekly vignettes of 
life, but somehow glimpse deeper 
"Between the Lines" and discover the 
prtstine neshama shining through 1 

the myrtad words. 
For Anna Gotlieb, as long as she 

could remember, words took on a life 
of their own. Words had power. Words 
pushed their way into her conscious­
ness "from brain to mouth to pen or 
typewriter or computer," into weekly 
newspaper columns, fmallyemergiog 
into this charming, very readable, 
book-seemingly light on the surface, 
but must be read between the lines. 
as well. 

This book, Between the Lines, by 
Anna Gotlieb, (C.l.S. Publishers, 
Lakewood, N.J .. $22.95) captures, in 
chronological order, her trtals and 
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trtbulations in being a single parent, 
her pain, her panic, her anger, her 
frustration, her self doubt, and her 
self encouragement, her redemptive 
second marrtage and her falling in 
love with Yiddishkeit. 

In the Forward, Anna Gotlieb de­
scrtbes herself as wife, mother, and 
writer. 

Wife - we know very little of her 
first failed marrtage, but we celebrate 
with the tikktm2

, the hopefulness in­
herent tn a second chance. 

Mother- her sensitivity and wis­
dom, her humility and exhilarating 
awe, brtng new glmy to that currently 
somewhat tarnished title. 

Writer - she writes with a fresh­
ness, with warmth and honesty, with 
an uncanny power of transforming 
the ordinary, familiar, inconsequen­
tial aspect of every-day life into a 
Mussar Slunuess which makes you 
laugh and cry and introspect. 

Her secret magic Is the wonderful, 
genuine, sensitive, human being 
Anna Gottlieb is, constantly growing 
and becoming. 

As she writes in the parable, which 
is her Epilogue, drtving through the 
journey of her life, her children sitting 
in the back seat of her car, chanting 
the refrain, "Are we there yet? How 
long is it gonna take, Ma? Is it gonna 

l "Elokai neshama shenosato bi tehom hi~ 
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department gives each book 
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take long?" Dispensing goodies, con­
soling with songs and stories while 
watching the signposts and land­
marks along the way, she hears the 
chanting refrain, "Mommy, are we 
ever going to find the place?" And fi­
nally after the long journey, after all 
the losts and founds, she answers 
resolutely, 'We11 make it. Don't worry. 
I know where I'm going." 

Shoshana Perr 

Mrs. Perr, a frequent contributor to these pages. 
is Program Director of Camp Bnos in Llherty. NY, 
a counselor and therapist with Torah Umesorah 
Conterlorce Program, and is currently in prtvate 
practice. 

SPECIAL CHILDREN, SPECIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES 

A Child Like That, by Rivka 
Walburg (Feldheim Publish­
ers, Monsey, 1992, $13.95). 

Mrs. Walburg addresses a painful 
situation with insight, compassion 
and honesty: one of her children was 
different and needed special atten­
tion. Rather than ignore his develop­
mental delays, she is spurred on to 

provide "Shimmy" with the education 
and support needed for him to reach 
his maximum potential as a produc­
tive human being, and to appreciate 
his rich Jewish heritage. She shares 
with the reader her angst and embar­
rassment as she is shunted through 
batteries of tests, doctors' offices and 
school corridors, until finally she is 
impelled to start her own religious 
school for the handicapped, to in­
clude her son. She confronts the situ­
ation without being overly sentimen­
tal or pedantic, recording the journey 
she traversed as she learned to accept 
her son's limitations, all the while be­
coming more assertive and self-trust­
ing. The reader is amazed and proud 
of this young mother (ostensibly, like 
any of us) who learned not only to ac­
cept the will of the Creator, but to 
grow, herself, as dtrect consequence 
of"her situation." 

This book offers hope and encour­
agement to parents and educators 
alike. As Mrs. Walburg points out, al­
though some children may have spe­
cific difficulties, they are children 
with difficulties, not "difficult" or "dis-

abled" children. She urges parents to 
trust their instincts, and accept all 
our children as true "gifts from G-d," 
and tmplores the broad public to be 
better informed; both will then more 
easily accept and reach out to chil­
dren with learning disabilities. 

A book of similar genre is My 
Special Brother by Rena 
Schiff (CIS Publishers, Lake­

wood, NJ., 1991. $14.95 h.c, $11.95 
p.b.) This book is written in diary 
form and succinctly spans some 
twenty-seven years of a family's his­
tory. It poignantly records the difficult 
decision made by a couple with five 
children and the way this choice has 
enriched all of their lives ... because 
"Leibish" is a special boy. 

We first meet Rochelle, age eleven, 
several weeks before the birth of her 
new sibling. She shares with the 
reader the news of the discovery of the 
baby having Down Syndrome, and 
details the difficulties that ensue in 
the first years, as the family learns to 
accept, live with and adapt to the con­
stant demands placed upon them. 

LARGE SELECTION OF MILLER MACHZORIM AND HAGGADAH'S 
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Leibish matures and grows into a 
young man whose kindness and gen­
erosity endear him to all. 

The hashkafa and other lessons 
imparted in this book are clear: every 
Jewish child is special. Never dis­
qualify someone because of your own 
limitations in understanding his 
place in the world. If reading this book 
reminds one of each person's connec­
tion to the Creator, then it ought to be 
mandatory reading. 

I t's All A Gift (although it may 
not seem like it at first glance) 
by Miriam Adahan (Feldheim 

Publishers, N.Y. 1992, $22.95) offers 
us the perspective (and tools) to view 
everything that happens as a Heav­
enly g!ft tailor-made to bring our hid­
den potential into actuality. This re­
alization can endow painful events 
with meaning and inject more spiri­
tuality into one's life. 

Hopelessness and pain can set in 
with the advent of life's myriad un­
pleasant situations, or the inner 
battles between our two inclinations, 
or the blows of family disharmony. 

Each threatens a person with spiri­
tual paralysis. The choice one must 
deal with, Mrs. Adahan argues, is be­
tween feeding one's godly or ungodly 
side. Through judicious exercise of 
bechira (as Rabbi Nachman Bulman 
notes in his preface to the book), one 
can overcome despair. Tilis book is 
devoted to teaching the tools for 
changing one's perspective on events. 
When one reframes an event, which 
at first may have seemed absurd or 
meaningless. one can then view it as 
an opportunity from which to grow 
despite any inherent residual pain. 

The book provides the reader with 
a valuable Torah road map through 
the vicissitudes of life. One learns 
how to face disapproval with dignity, 
to work out solutions with children, 
and to break the chronic cycle of bad 
habits, bitterness and anger. The 
book's headings are catchy, and the 
contents illuminating, replete with 
telling anecdotes, as well as insights 
from Chazal and Gedolei Yisroel. 
People familiar with the EMETT 
method will gratefully acknowledge 
this volume as the quintessential 

book of this approach to dealing with 
some of life's more difficult situations. 

T een Esteem-Parents, 
friends, siblings and you, by 
Sarah Chana Radcl!ffe, 

(Feldheim Publishers, NY, 1992, 
$14.95). Mrs. Radcliffe offers vartous 
coping tools towards positive thinking 
and finding happiness. She calls them 
"positive power tapes." She focuses on 
real-life concerns and the typical di­
lemmas faced by teens, such as deci­
sion making, accepting parental lim­
its, andlivingwith crttical siblings. She 
instructs by highlighting a scenarto 
and CA-plaining how things can hap­
pen the "wrong way," and then, the 
"right way." This is a readable and 
straight-forward book. A teen will at 
once identify with the examples, see­
ing him- or herself in stmilar ltfe-situ­
ations. As a by-product of pursuing 
this approach, the readers can gain 
empathy for their fellows. 

LisaHennan 

Mrs. Herman, a teacher of English in a Brooklyn 
Bais Yaakov high school. occasionally reviews 
books in TheJewL<>h Observer. 

How are these Hagadah tapes 
different from all other tapes? 
• These tapes contain special shiurim on the 
Hagadah g'iven by the incomparable 
Rab Shimon Schwab, shlita. 

• On all other tapes you will listen to only a one hour tape, on these 
special tapes you will receive two hour-long tapes. 
• Other tapes may just come plain, these tapes come in a beautiful 
and sturdy case, suitable for travel or gift g'IVing. 
• All other tapes may help you review ..... these Hagadah tapes will help 
you prepare for your seder in a relaxed and easy manner. 

---------------------------------------To order a set of Rav Shimon Schwab's Hagaday Shlurlm, 
please complete the fonn and return It to: 
Yeshiva R.S.R. Hirsch, Hagadah Tapes 
100 Bennett Avenue, New York, NY 10033 
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All tapes ordered by March 26th, guaranteed 
to be delivered before Pesach! 
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F or a young Israeli 
mother living on 
the fringes of 

poverty, another preg­
nancy can sometimes 
seem like too much to 
bear. Just One Llfe, Nefesh Achat 
B'Yisrael, helps mothers choose life for 
their children by helping them through the 
short term economic and psychologi-
cal "crunch" that often accom­
panies an unexpected preg­
nancy. For those who need it, 
Just One Llfe stays with the 
family, following up to help 
them make bet-ter lives for 
themselves and their children. 

Sometimes all a young mother needs to 
get through the months of pregnancy and 
post-natal care is a small stipend to re­
place income lost during pregnancy and 
recuperation. Maybe she needs a part-time 
housekeeper to help with the chores. 

That's exactly what 
Just One Life offers. 

On the average, mothers receive 
financial aid equivalent to $1,800 
throughout their pre- and post­
partum periods. Eighteen 
hundred dollars - a hundred 

times chai - for a chance to 
give a Jewish child a life. 

He1p a Jewish mother 
choose life for a baby. Give 

• 
With the help of 

concerned people like 
you, Just One Llfe has 
helped over 600 
children be born in 
Israel. When we think 

about the 30,000 abortions performed 
annually in Israel, we know we could 
help thousands. But we need your help. 

Just One IJfe 
1 F.ast 33rd Street, New York, NY 10018 

Horav Avraham Pam 
Rahhinfl:111 Advisor 

Shimon Glick, MD 
Dean, Facullyo/Medicine­
lkm <:urion flniversily 

Abraham Steinherg, MD 
Chairman, Medicdl Etbics--
1/ehmu llniriersity 

Rabbi Macy Gordon 
Diror;Jor, Israel 

Steve Adelsberg 
jack Forgash 
Joel Gold 
Hillel Weinberger 
Chairmen 

Rabbi Martin Katz 
F.:recutive Vice President 

Madelaine Gitelman, M~'W Rabbi Solomon Sharfman 
Counseling Coordinator, Israel Chairman. Israel 

tojustOne 
Life today! 
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I I WAN'! jlJST ONE /JFE TO HEil' A M011IER CHOOSE /JFE FOR HER BABY. I 
Enclosed is my contribution of: I 
0 $1,800 One child 0 $500 0 $100 0 $36 0 $18 I 
0 $1,000 0 $180 0 $ 50 0 $25 0 other __ 

TURN A MOTHER'S CRY 

TO J; S OF]OY 

THIS PASSOVER. 
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CITl' _ _ ___ ~TATE 7JP __________ _ 

D I want to know more. Please send me infonnation on Just One Life's important work in Israel. 
Please send your tax-deductible contribution to: 
Just One Life, 1 F.ast 33rdStreet, New York, NY 10018. Or call us at 212w696-0077. 
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C hazal---the rabbis of the Tal­
mud-scanned the Jew's 
daily arising from sleep, from 

the first tenuous fluttering of an eye­
lid to his bold steps outdoors, and 
crowned each gesture with a beracha. 
an acknowledgment to the Creator for 
bringing him as far as He did. 

Hardly awake, he mumbles, 
"Modeh ani-1 gratefully thank You 
Oh G-d,. .. for You have restored my 
soul.. .. " A few breaths later, he ac­
knowledges "Elokail Neshom<K-G-dl 
The soul You placed within me is 
pure ... You breathed it into me, You 
safeguard it... and will restore it to me 
in Time to Come." 

And so, from opening eyes, 
stretching of limbs, getting dressed, 
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SECOND 
LOOKS 

Explosion on Tower One 
at the World Trade Center 

taking first step8-€ach act is sancti­
fied with a beracha. 

Llving in a world enhanced by tech­
nological advancements, we seem 
somewhat removed from direct con­
tact with the bounty G-d bestows on 
us. Climate control in our homes 
makes us less subject to the natural 
extremes, and we resort to all-season 
clothing, rendering "winter suits" su­
perfluous. And as for praising the L-rd 
for ''fulfill1ng all my needs" for walking 
shoes, who walks? (We may jog, run, 
and jump rope, but Herny Ford made 
walklng-as-a-means-of-getting-there 
just about extinct.) So, do we thank 
G-d for every breath of pure. fresh air, 
for every step? It hardly seems neces­
sary, as long as the air-conditioner or 

The Golden 
Sounds of the 

Original Pirchei 
and JEP records 
have been re-released on 

quality cassette tapes! 

Now available at all Jewish 
book and record stores 

individually or in reduced 
price, 9 volume set. 

heating system is operating well, and 
the car's working. 

In the meantime, we become dis­
tanced from G-d as the source of all 
the blessings that we do enjoy. We feel 
neither the caress of soft breezes nor 
the warmth of the sun, and get to 
think that the light of day or simple 
breathing is to be taken for granted. 
As Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky ?"Oil 

commented when first arriving in 
New York City, 'The skyscrapers of 
the city crowd out the Ribbono shel 
Olam from our view of the heavens." 
We lead our lives by rhythms of our 
own making and fail to attribute each 
gesture, every step, to its initial 
Source. Our morning blessings be­
come rttuals rather than expression 
of gratitude, sanctifying our lives. 

Similarly, our longer trips and 
journeys to other lands have also be­
come routinized to the point where a 
"good trtp" is to be expected, and de­
lays (or worse) are, often as not, fail­
ures of technology. G-d's presence is 
felt during extraordinary circum­
stances, as "acts of G-d," but not as 
part of every departure and arrtval. 
Tefillas Haderech. with references to 
protection from "bandits and wild 
beasts"? Not a daily concern. 

T he shocking explosion in the 
subterranean garage of New 
York City's towering World 

Trade Center, 12: 18 p.m., Frtday, Feb­
ruary 26, threw tens of thousands of 
tenants of the building into chaos, 
confusion, and on to the brink of des­
peration. Communication and elec­
trtcity, for the most part, were out. 
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RENT-A-CAR 

ISRAEL'S 
No. 1 

TYPE OF CAR 

A f:L~~NO STING __ 
B PEUGEOT 205 AC 
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---~---~------- -

c·2 PEUGEOT 4051.6 

M MINIBUS FORD 

• 
0 CHARADE 1.3 

LS 
411193· 
31/3193 

140 
182 

224 

E APPLAUSE t -~6 ---'-=-'--
F APPLAUSE 1.6 P.S _ _,,_-=~-

G SIERRA 1.8 

L SUBARUSW 
K GMC SAFARI PS 
X PEUGEOT 4051.9 

XL VOLVO 740 

FROM THE DESK OF ... 

USA& CANADA 

800·938·5000 
IN NY: 212·629·6090 

Rabbi l/aakov /J/eic( Lhie/ Rabbi o/ Ukraine 
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CONFERENCE A MAJOR SUCCESS 
The downfall of communism in the former Soviet 
Union has brought along with it a revival of 
Yiddishkeit. While there is some form of Jewish 
education in a few of the major cities, most of the 
Jewish communities in Ukraine have, unfortunately, 
no exposure to any form of Yiddishkeit. These 
communities, thirsting for knowledge, have expressed 
their commitment and desire to learn and return to 
the wellsprings of Torah life. 

Representatives of 58 Jewish communities in Ukraine 
met to discuss ideas and projects for the revival of 
Judaism in their respective cities. Rabbi Yitzchok 
Kulitz, Chief Rabbi of Yerushalayim, headed a 
delegation of Rabbonim from all over the world that 
came to grace this conference. 

In workshops that were held throughout the 
conference, the Rabbonim offered Halach1c advice, in 
particular, and Chizuk, in general, to all participants. 
Among the important subjects discussed were the 
establishment of Sunday schools and evening 
classes, Kashrus, Taharas HaMishpacha, the 
establishment of new Jewish cemeteries, as well as 
preservation of existing ones, and a Pesach 
campaign. 

An immediate result of the conference was the 
beginning of an outreach program for communities 
that did not have any exposure to Yiddishkeit. Since 
the conference, teachers and rebbeim from Kiev 
visited Chmelnitzky, Shepetovka, Rovno, and other 
outlying areas to establish programs there. As a 
direct outcome from this outreach effort, students 
from small towns are now dorming in Kiev, under the 
supervision of a Madricha, and for the first time ever 
learning in a Jewish school. 

At the end of the conference, the Rabbinical 
delegation toured the Kiev Hebrew School and tested 
the students. They were amazed at the high level of 
learning ,. on par with schools in Israeli 

SECOND ANNUAL PURIM CONCERT 
Last year, we staged a concert for the Jews in Kiev 
Purim night. Whan close to 7,000 attended, we 
knew we had started a tradition. This year, a Purim 
night concert starring Simcha Weber drew record 
crowds again. To see thousands of Jews hearing 
Megillah together in Kiev, is a sight never to be 
forgotten. 

KIEV ALUMNI UPDATE 
Alumni of the Kiev Hebrew School are currently 
studying in Mosdos HaTorah worldwide. Bais Yaakov 
of Yerushalayim, Michlala, Bais Rochel of Monsey, 
Sais Yaakov of Boro Park, Shalsheles, Nefesh 
Academy, Beer Hagolah, Sinai Academy and BYA all 
have h1gh·school students from Kiev. In addition, 
there are boys from Kiev learning in Chaim Berlin. Ner 
lsra€1, L'Zion 8rina and Karlin Stolin, to name a few 
Yesl'ivos. All the alumni are keeping up with the 
work splendidly. 

HELP IS NEEDED 
At the 69th National Convention of Agudath Israel, 
urged the American Jewish community to help our 
vital work in the former Soviet Union. The tragedy of 
generations being lost to Yiddishkeit must stop! 

Our school is in desperate need of teachers. Anyone 
wish ng to volunteer, please call (718) 438·9399. 

Food is scarce and kosher food is unobtainable here 
in Ukraine. We must continue and expand our food 
drives in America to ensure the Jews of Russia have 
what to eat. 

Call Yad Yisroel at {7181 438-9399 ... 
or write to 1552 39 St., Brooklyn 11218 
and tell us how you can and will get 
involved in our Russian relief efforts. 

Noxious fumes spread through the 
building. Stalrways were dark. smoky, 
threatening. Eyes stung, steps were 
unsteady, breathing was labored. The 
Twin Towers, monuments to man's 
technological ingenuity and skills, 
were traps. The climate-controlled en­
vironment and the high-tech ventila­
tion systems assured that those cap­
tured within would be sooner exposed 
to the fumes. and not benefit from the 
relief of the great outdoors. 

On one of New York"s all-news radio 
stations. the reporter was interoiewing 
the driver of acar("Ralph") that was on 
West Street ru:!facent to the wrc when 
the explosion took place. A large sheet of 
metn1 (from the door ID the garage where 
the bomb detonnled} shattered the back 
window of his car.flew over the head of 
his new-born baby neslled in the back 
seat, and-scraping the driver"s slwulc 
der-ladged into the dashboarcL 

Reporter: How do youfeel Ralph, 
seeing that if the slab of metal were just 
a few inches to the left it would have 
killed you on t!re spot:? 

Ralph: I just thank G-d that rm still 
alive. 

Reporter: WelL it"s obvious that yoW' 
wlwlefamilyisfortunate .... Youmustbe 
thanking yoW' lucky stars! 

Ralph: I"mgralefel to G-dfor saving 
my life. 

(As recalled. but not transcribed.from 
the broadcast) 

At least one survivor of the blast 
felt closer to G-d for being spared the 
worst. 

S ometimes it takes a brush with 
catastrophe to appreciate the 
myriad miracles inherent in 

daily "normal" function. Sometimes it 
takes exposure to the immediacy of 
terrorism to relate with the suffering 
of our brothers overseas, who are 
subject to the vagaries of"liberators'" 
destructive whims. Sometimes it 
takes soot-filled nosttils and lungs, 
lurching steps down dark stalrways. 
and the failure of communication 
systems to prompt one to start the 
day with "Modeh anl.." followed by 
"Elokail Neshama. . ."with a freshness 
and eagerness and closeness to the 
Creator that are genuine, heartfelt. 
and exhilarating. • 
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T:ere have been some women on 
the fringe of Orthodoxy who 
have expressed discontent 

with their "back-seat" role in tefilln. 
Instead of modeling their outpourtngs 
of the neshamaafter the private whis­
perings of Chana, mother of the 
Prophet Shmuel, which merited to 
serve as the paradigm of all te.filla, 
they strtve to experience te.fdla in the 
context of a community of women, 
where they hope to experience more 
Immediate involvement. 

1bis may sound innocuous enough: 
what could be wrong with communal 
prayer? Actually, however, this ap­
proach involves scuttling the irreplace­
able opportunities for prayer offered ln 
a tejilla bilzibbw-setting, which is only 
possible ln the presence of a bonafide 
minyan of ten mature males; instead 
they are opting for a make-believe imi­
tation. (Ibis was examined in several 
JO articles, including Yaakov Amitai's 
"Of Sanctity and Self-Expression," Feb. 
'85, and Rabbi Yisroel Miller's "When 
Feminists Demand, Can Judaism De­
liver?" Dec. '90.) In fact, the entire con­
cept of a Women's Prayer Service has 
been roundly condemned from a num­
ber of forums, includingasirong state­
ment on the matter issued by five 
Roshei Yeshiva in Yeshiva University's 
Yeshivas Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan, 
as pursuing feminist goals rather than 
sp!Iitual growth. 

Generally, Orthodox women's 
prayer groups have been limited to 
Americans, and 'The Women of the 
KoteC' in Jerusalem (also composed 
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mostly of Americans). Recently, this 
phenomenon has threatened to ap­
pear in London, as well, where the 
Stanmore Community Synagogue's 
Board had narrowly voted in favor of 
women's services, subject to Chief 
Rabbi Dr. Jonathan Sack's approval. 
The approval never came. 

4916 13th Ave:, B'klyn, N,Y 11219 
(7lll) 854-2911 

Introducing the LUXUS HAT 
with a full line of 

BORSALINO MADE IN ITALY 
and 

STETSON• PANIZA •DOBBS• HUCKEL 
CAPUCCI HATS 

100% Cotton Shirts $19.99 

1938 New York Ave, 
Brooklyn, NY 11210 

(718) 951-9533 

199 Rt. 59, Monsey, 
NY 10952 

(914) 352-9127 

YESHIVA A tERESVISROEL 
~!3.:"''.W*, \ 
--~--... THE YESHIVA _WAS ESTABLISHED BY PROMIN_ENT RABBONIM 

' " . .. ANO MECHANCHIM OFTHETORONTO.COMMUNITYAND HAS B"H 
."-_ . ...,1 EXPERIENCED FIVE SUCCESSFUL YEARS OFHARBoTZOSTORAH 
..,, ~,.,..,, e'. · AND HELPED MlllN_SmEAM MANY TAUlllDIM;_ 

• Oedieated to the education of Yeshiva high school age boys who require 
and benefit from special attention given to eaeh individual student 

• 'ihe capable staff· in the warm and caring atmos~here of. the Yellhiva 
motivatenhe boehur to stn've for and _reaeh his max'imum potential 

• Emphasis _is plaCl!d on Midos 'iovos as well as acquiring and retaining 
a lifelong commitment to Torah and MitZvos 

• There is a full Umudei Kodesh and SecularProgramwith room and_ board 
available for out of town students 

Forapptications and/or more.information please call: 

Rabbi Moishe Fuerst or 
416-782-5887 

e5r write to: 

Rabbi Yossie Rennert 
416-781•8853 

Yeshiva Ateres Ylsroel, 46 Sultana Ave.· 
Toronto, OntarioM6A 1'i1, CANAbA 
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According to the story in the 
London Jewish Tribune (Feb. 
4, '93): "Chief Rabbi Dr. 

Jonathan Sacks issued a ruling 
firmly rejecting the idea of separate 
women's services taking place on 
Synagogue premises." While Rabbi 
Sacks did not condemn women's 
prayer groups meeting informally 
outside the Synagogue, he did state 
that "formal women-only services on 
synagogue premises are not permit­
ted since the Synagogue is a place of 
'congregational worship' and 
women's prayer groups do not consti­
tute a congregation." Along with his 
statement, the Chief Rabbi published 
an article, "Women and Prayer," 
drawing upon classic sources, in 
which he states that allowing 
women's seIVices would create "intol­
erable confusion," and would "blur 
the critical distinction between pri­
vate and public prayer." 

While the Jewish community in 
Great Britain has been respectful of 
tradition, with reluctance to accept 
changes in forms of worship, the in­
fluence of feminism can be stronger 
than minhag Yisroel among those 
lacking a solid backgound in Jewish 
life or study. ltis to be hoped that the 
new Chief Rabbi will succeed in hold­
ing the line against the erosion of 
halachic standards, while joining in 
efforts to educate the large number of 
his Jewish congregants who may be 
sophisticated in worldly affairs, but 
are barely literate in Torah values and 
practices. With greater appreciation 
for traditional forms and thetr sub­
stance, they will not be prey to liberal 
experimentation and tampering with 
our hallowed, time-proven approach 
to worship. • 
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Prominent New York 
Torah Institution seeks 

HIGH SCHOOL 
GENERAL STUDIES 

PRINCIPAL 
for the coming school year. 

Applications will be treated in full confidence. 
Write to Box #364, do Jewish Observer, 

84 William St., New York, NY 10038, 
specifying qualifications, experience and 

salary expectations. 

THESIDDUR 
YOU'VE 
BEEN 
WAITING 
FOR/I 

large Seledion of: 

•BOASALINO 
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•STETSON 
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OF 

WHITE TIES 
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463 E. 911 Slrwt _.,,_._! 
~1~ 469-7420 
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• Important Halachos pertaining to Tefillah; 

with 1'1"'11i!I fl)Wtl '171'!:1 
• 1'1~'!:1111'1 11i1otl 
Source references of 

the Tefillos, Nusach, 
Halacha and P'sukim 
• ~M"'l'(lt 11'11!1)1 V1"'1'.I> 
on Hoshanos, Slichos, 
and Yotzros 
• Piyuttim 
and Zemiros by 
R' Yehuda Halevi, 

and Ibn Ezra that ... ~ .......... ~~' appeared in early Siddurim 
and were deleted over the years 

••• VOIPO '11111 ll'01J lll'l'l \':IDV 11!!' 
n1<111X l'J' lJ':i 11t11'( 10';1 1'(1j:h'( PJl 
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1'1l'OTI '~l.»tl!l A luach of Tefillos and Halachos for the entire year 
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Our Familx 
Cordially Invites Yours 

to the Seder. 
You're invited to enjoy the fruits of 

an eight generation tradition. 
Kedem Selections. 

Because any member of our family 
is sure to bring pleasure to yours. 



LEARNING BIG LESSONS 
FROM UTILE GIANTS 

Tape 1. Mishlei 6:6- Go To Ants 
Tape 2. BIG Lessons 
Tape 3. The ANTidote for ia?lness 
Tape 4. 11 Step Formula 
Tape 5. 'Emes' from Ants 

5 tapes on how to ANTicipate and 
prepare in this ANTeroom for the 
world to come, with notes. 

Send $36.00 to: 
Yeshiva Fund, Box 82, S.I., N.Y. 10309 

.. 
NOTICE 

The following is the teat of article VI 
ot the Beth Medrash Govoha, Lake .. 
wood, N.J. by-laws, -which are cur .. 
rently in full force and effect, and are 
carried out ln practice. 

ARTICLE VI 
Beth Medrash Govoha -shall maintain 
a nondiscriminatory admissions policy 
and shall at_alf times'be in compliance 
with applicable federal,, state and Jotal 
regulations In regard to admissions, 
accomm_odations, educational oppor .. 
tunlty, _student aid policies and 
empfoyment. 
QuaJit1ed -'ri'iE!n of th'e J'eWish 'taith -are 
admitted to Beth Medtash Govoha and 
are uniformly accorded au rights, 
privileges and benefits, without regard 
to race, color, national or ethnic origin. 
Beth Medra!lh Govoha !lhall maintain 
a policy of Equal Opportunily in Em-
ployment. . 

SIYUM FOR THE 
n~r.lr> i1l1?-'r.l 

MISHNA YOMIT 
Will take place Thursday night, 
April 15, 1993 • 24 Nisan, 5753 

at 
Agudath Israel of Boro Park 

4511 14th Avenue 
Public is cordially invited, 

prominent Rabbis will attend. 

Write or call: 
Rabbi Elias Karp 

1880 47th St., Brooklyn, NY 11204 
718-851-0770 

In memory of Rabbi & Mrs. Charles Ball, Hartford, Conn. 
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Further Erosion Of Halachic 
Standards in Israel 

I n advance of the founding of the 
State oflsrael. in 1948, Dovid Ben 
Gwion issued a letter to the World 

Agudah Organization containing 
what is known as the Status Quo 
Agreement. which was designed to 
preserve specific religious features of 
life in the emerging state. Amongst its 
conditions was the vesting of control 
of personal identity-marriage, di­
vorce. and conversions--in the hands 
of the rabbinate. Over the years, this 
has been challenged and. in some 
cases. whittled away. A cause celebre 
several years ago was the case of 

"Rabbi" Suzanne (a.k.a. Shoshana) 
Miller. a Reform convert from Boul­
der, Colorado, whose application for 
identification papers as a Jew were 
refused by Interior Minister Rabbi 
Yitzchok Peretz. She brought her case 
to the civil courts. where her petition 
was granted-to be accepted as a Re­
turning Jew, with all attendant privi­
leges. under the Law of Return. In 
protest, Rabbi Peretz resigned his 
mlnisterial post. 

Now, the Reform Movement in Is­
rael has brought the erosion of 
halachic standards one step further. 

Announcing A Special Camp Experience 
for the Handicapped 

JBFCS I Mishkon is proud to announce the opening of its 
camping facility for male developmentally disabled and other 
male handicapped clients of all ages. 

• Spacious, modern grounds 
• Full day and school programming 
• Residential facility 
• Delicious Glatt Kosher menus 
• Semi and full season available 
• 250 acres in beautiful Putnam Valley.NY 
• Lake, pool, tennis & all sportS activities 
• Full Religious and Cultural Programs 

LJmited spaces available, Coll now. 
Rabbi Yechiel Kaufman 

Associate Director, Division for Developmental Disabilities 
(71B)BS1-7100 

Dr. Yosef Rosenshein, Director, Division for Developmental Disabilities 

Jewish Board of Family and Children's Services I Mishkan 
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Elsina Birach, a non-Jewish Dutch 
volunteer at (non-religious) Kibbutz 
Yagur, married a Jewish resident of 
the kibbutz, and subsequently went 
through a Reform conversion in Hol­
land. Now, the Birach family has re­
turned to Israel, where she petitioned 
the court to have the Minister oflnte­
rior recognize her and her four-year­
old "converted" daughter as full­
fledged Jews. The Jerusalem District 
Court decided in her favor. According 
to Uri Regev, head of the Reform 
movement's Religious Action Center, 
in Jerusalem, this is a further step 
toward granting recognition to Re­
form conversion~ taking place in Is­
rael, since the woman in question 
had previously been registered there 
as a non-Jew, and now, subsequent 
to the Reform conversion, her status 
has been upgraded. 

Such incremental power gains by 
Reform bring closer the day when Re­
form will be granted full legitimacy in 
Israel. One cannot help but shudder, 
when contemplating how many gen­
erations of Western European and 
American Jews have been led over the 
brink of kejira, total assimilation and 
intermarriage, following the sirens of 
Reform. There was a time when non­
religious Jews in Israel generally rec­
ognized that there was only one form 
of religion-Orthodoxy. One either 
was totally committed to Torah or one 
vehemently rejected it-or perhaps 
remembered it fondly. Reform was a 
non-contender. Attitudes are not as 
fixed in the new generation-prima­
rily amongst olimfrom the former So­
viet Union. First, their ranks include 
non-Jews married to Jews, and they 
will welcome an easy eniryinto Juda­
ism via Reform conversion. Moreover, 
others amongst them may be search­
ing for a genuine religious connec­
tion, and instead will find Reform be­
ing presented as an acceptable alter­
native. How tragic that, after genera­
tions of oppression and forced denial 
of any Jewish experience, they should 
be presented with a counterfeit, 
granted legitimacy in the Jewish 
Homeland to which they are return­
ing! How frightening that, in the fu­
ture, even in Israel, claims to being 
Jewish, fortified by "official" docu­
mentation, may not be taken at face 
value! • 
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Electioneering in 
the Holy Land: 

I n last month's issue, Yonason 
Rosenblum analyzed the inher­
ent flaws in the electoral procedure 

by which Israel's Chief Rabbis are se­
lected, and described the recent cam­
paign for the office-a campaign 
marked chiefly by its ugliness. At the 
same time he noted that it was not tm­
possible that a rabbi of stature and un­
questioned fealty to the Torah might 
emerge from tl1e process, and tl1at 
such a person would be situated to do 
considerable good in the position. 

Selecting a 
Chief Rabbi 

The new Chief Rabbis have now 
been selected: Rabbi Israel Meir 
Lau as Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi, and 
Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi-Doran as 
Sephardi Chief Rabbi. While their se­
lection in no way vindicates the pro­
cess by which they were chosen-a 
process which served only to further 
lower the esteem of religious Jews in 
the eyes of the secular public-there 
is cause for hope that the new Chief 

~bo> DR.ALAN 

~ TAJERSTEIN 
Podiatric Medicine & 

Surgery Foot Specialist 
• BUNIONS • CIRCULATION TESTING 

• HAMMERTOES • ULCERATIONS 
•INGROWN TOENAILS •X-RAY ON 

PREMISES • SPORTS MEDICINE 
• PHYSICAL THERAPY 

•Custom Made Orthotics for Alf Types of 
Shoe Gear• Most Insurance Plans Accepted 

5421 ·14th Avenue, Brooklyn, 
New York 11219 • 718-972-5000 

Rabbis 
will display 
greater sensitivity to the chareidi 
world and its needs .. 

Their election was made possible 
by the fact th tfi th fi t t· a or e ITS une since 
the founding of the State, the machin-
ery by which the Chief Rabbis are 
chosen was not in control of the Na-
tional Religious Party (Mizrachi). 
While the resulting openness of the 
campaign and the bitterness of the 
NRP at the sight of another traditional 

Young and energetic Ben Torah with years 
of administrative experience and manage~ 
rial experience looking for position in Eretz 
Yisroel. Call day & night (718)851-1131 or 
(718) 435-5168 or(02) 806-275. 

"Money Does Grow on Trees ... " 
When you learn to plant the right thoughts. 

A 30-day guide to thinking and thanking 
Booklet $5.00 Tape $5.00 Both for $9.00 

YESHIVA FUND • BOX 82, S.I., N.Y. 10309 • 718·948-0961 
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fiefdom slipping away led to a cam­
paign of unprecedented vicious­
ness. it at the same time made 

possible the election of Chief 
Rabbis not beholden to the 

NRP. That in itself is 
perhaps the major 
cause of hope. Neither 
Rabbi Lau nor Rabbi 
Bakshi-Doran sub­
scribes to the NRP ide­

ology, which imbues 
the State itself with reli­

gious significance. As a con-
sequence, neither is likely to 

view himself as an adjunct of the 
State whose function it is to find 
halachic solutions to the perceived 
difficulties of the State, as opposed to 
those of the nearly four million Jews 
living within its borders. 

In his acceptance speech, Rabbi 
Lau in particular went out of his way 
to express his appreciation to gedolei 
Yisroel for their encouragement. 
There is good reason to believe that 
his words were not proforma but 
rather signal a genuine recognition 
that it is to the gedolei haposkim that 
he must look for guidance on the 
many crucial halachic issues he will 
no doubt confront. At the very least, 
it was refreshing to realize that for the 
first time in twenty years there is an 
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi who does not 
view it as his explicit task to serve as 
a counterweight to the rabbinic lead­
ers of the chareidi community. It is 
the chareidicommunityWithin which 
both Rabbi Bakshi-Doran and Rabbi 
Lau were educated, in whose yesh­
ivas their children study; one can 
therefore reasonably expect its sensi­
tivities to be theirs. • 
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'IWo Letters ••. 
... and a Response 

WHY KNOCK DEVIANT GROUPS? 

To the Editor: 
As an avid reader of The Jewish 

Obseroer, I feel compelled to voice my 
alarm over an emerging trend at your 

fine publication. 
Two articles appearing in the Sep­

tember 1992 issue and another two 
in the October issue all shared a com­
mon theme-the discredit of other 
"branches" of Judaism. And while It 
may seem to be a positive effort, pub-

• - Mesivta High School 
of Bradle Beach 
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lie disparagement of non-Torah Ju­
daism Is a grave error. 

In September, JO devoted an en­
tire page to quotations of Shulamit 
Aloni. Why bother? Aloni is fast being 
discredited in Israel's secular circles 
for her acerbity, belligerence, and cal­
lousness. By taking her diatrtbes per­
sonally and responding to them, we 
admit that she damages us. We would 
be better off ignoring her, dismissing 
her statements as the harangues of a 
bitter woman defending a lost cause. 
That's how Yitzchak Rabin sees it: so 
should we. 

If"ReformJudaism Comes to Mos­
cow" (Sep. '92) had been a call to arms 
for American mechonchim to travel to 
Russia before more Jews are lost to 
false gods, I would commend its in­
clusion in your pages. But it seemed 
more an effort to poke fun at the pa­
thetic state of Reform as it makes in­
roads in the former Soviet Union. We 
don't need to read this. 

In "Never Shall the Twain Meet• 
(Oct. '92). comments by David Novak 
are contrasted (!) with a Baraisa 1Il 
Sanhedrin and the Rambam Is he re­
ally on that level? His remarks should 
be thrown out, not held up to the light 
of Torah for inspection. 

In the same article. we are treated 
to David Weiss Halivni's Talmudical 
distortions. Of what value is that? 
There is no reason to defend the Tal­
mud against Hallvni's mendacity, 
and by doing so, the prestige of the 
Talmud is undermined. 

"Hearken to the Voice of Youth" 
(Oct. '92) asks Conservative Rabbi, 
Jerome Epstein, rhetorically how 
driving to shul on Shabbos can be 
considered authentic Judaism. Why 
the need to shtuch Jerome Epstein? 
Clearly. Epstein has his own falla­
cious approach to, and understand­
ing of Judaism. Our in-your-face re­
sponse to his nonsense does nothing 
to w1Il him over, and reduces our pris­
tine position to the level of a 
schoolyard brawl. No purpose is 
served through this attack. 

As the recent election season showed. 
it is the candidate who is losing the race 
who resorts to "negative campaigning"; 
the front-runner never stoops to mud­
slioging. He doesn't need to. 

Tilis idea is highlighted in the Oc­
tober 1992 issue of Midstream, a 
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secular Zionist publication, in which 
writer Egon Friedler attempts to pro­
mote Secular Humanist Judaism. In 
his diatribe, eleven negative refer­
ences are made to Orthodoxy, con­
trasted against one mention each for 
Conservative and Reform. 

Within these attacks is an implicit 
admission that we are the front-nm­
ner. Deep down, Friedler knows that 
his fight is with us, not the others. 
Similarly, Conservative and Reform 
rabbis are acutely interested in our 
joining with them under "umbrella" 
groups because they too perceive that 
their legitimacy hinges on being rec­
ognized by Orthodoxy. 

Tilis is why the aforementioned ar­
ticles are dangerous. By climbing into 
the ring with Conservative and Re­
form-even as we seek to discredit 
them-we nevertheless recognize 
them. In this manner, our Ciiticism­
which is always handed out in a sar­
donic tone-backfires. In the nine­
teenth century a response was nec­
essary to stop the hemorrhaging of 
Jews from tradition. But in 1992, that 
is not the case. Frum Jews are not 
enticed by Reform, Conservative, or 
Secular Humanist Judaism. 

To be sure, expose-style articles 
like "Who's Telling Stories to Your 
Kids?" which warn against the infil­
tration of poisonous ideas into Judaic 
literature, are vital. And there are 
times when issues of halacha and 
public policy must be addressed. But 
such statements should be made 
only by the Gedolei Hador. 

The Jewish Obseroer, playing a 
pivotal role as the voice of Torah 
Jewry, must not belie its mission by 
commenting on matters beneath its, 
and consequently the Torah's, dig­
nity. Investing pages on attacks of the 
anti-Torah establishment indicate a 
fear, an insecurity on our part. There 
are plenty of real issues to address. 
There is nothing to be afraid of. 

YISROEL EPSTEIN 
Morisey, N.Y. 

JO: FIGIITING THE OLD BATTLES 

To the Editor: 
Each month as I leaf through my 

copy of the Jewish Obseroer, I know I 
have a pleasant and enlightening 
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read ahead of me. 
One recurring topic, however. 

leaves me wondering: Why is the J .0. 
writing about the evils of Conserva­
tism once more, fighting that dated 
battle yet again? 

When I was in high school, our 
teacher would spend Jong sessions 
portraying the emptiness of Bible 
Criticism. We would sit, eyes glazed, 
wondering why she felt it necessary to 
speak of those antiquated attacks on 
Torah. We were not tempted by their 
foolish ideas. Years later, I realiz.ed that 
she was dealing with the challenges of 
hergeneration ... but not ours. 

In my teenage years, we were be­
set with questions about the theory of 
evolution versus creation. We would 
discuss the topic for hours. And in­
deed, our school provided many an il­
luminating speaker to help us in our 
gropings. 

When I became a teacher, the 
theory of evolution held little interest 
to my Bais Yaakov students. To them 

it was clear that Hashem had created 
the world, and all theories tofue con­
trary were irrelevant. But what did 
evoke heat, was the role of women. I 
would spend hours inculcating my 
talmidot with pride and the sense of 
value attached to being a Bas YisroeL 

Many years have passed. Today the 
issue of a woman's role no longer 
seems at the forefront of my students' 
concerns. Instead, my students seem 
consumed with the desire to have the 
good life. Thus I look for opportunities 
to offer joy and fulfillment through To­
rah ideals rather than material plea­
sures. And so to wonder yet again: 
Why does theJ.0. continue to fight the 
old battles against the Conservative 
movement? It would seem to belong to 
a bygone era, not worth fighting. 

A teacher must know which 
nisyonos currently face his audience, 
or he will lose his effectiveness as a 
guide and an influence. 

RlvKA SAMSON 
Monsey,NY 
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Editorial Response: 

Pressing issues may be dissected 
and the anti-Mesoraimplications ofa 
particular point of view may be ex­
posed, but the issues do not go away. 
Moreover, non-Torah movements can 
be dynamic and adaptive, and as­
sume fresh, challenging guises with 
the passage of time. 

Thus, The Jewish Observer is not 
battling the old, defeated forms of Re­
form and Conseivatlve Judaism, any 
more than Rabbi Samson Raphael 
Hirsch in his time only battled 
Abraham Geiger and his ideology. In 
1850-60 Germany, he was quick to 
challenge the deviations from Mesora 
represented by Zachariah Frankel's 
seminary in Breslau, and expose the 
dangerous misrepresentations of 
Graetz's History of the Jews, both of 
which were far more subtle in their 
distortions than were Geiger and 
company. 

The battles have not yet been 
won. Reform and Conservatism 

may be thrashing about in their 
death throes, historically speaking, 
but for the meantime they are here, 
exercising much power, doing 
much mischief. The Jewish 
Obseroer's task, then, is to keep the 
reader informed of the activities of 
these groups, the better to recog­
nize them behind their facade of 
propriety, the more effectively to 
combat them, the more energeti­
cally to take initiatives to pre-empt 
them, the stronger to warn others 
against consorting with them. And 
this is what we have been doing. To 
cite some examples: 

• The article "Reform Judaism 
Comes to Moscow" details the follies 
of the Reform junketeers, to convey 
the emptiness of the Judaism they are 
sowing there, sounding the alarm 
against their growing success. More­
over, it does conclude with a call for 
more Orthodox activities in the former 
Soviet Union (see JO Sept. '92, p.34). 

•We continue to focus attention on 
the growing threat of Reform and 
Conservative Judaism in the Israeli 

context, where it has assumed a new 
immediacy. Under the guise of "Pro­
gressive Judaism" and "Masortifl'ra­
ditional) ," they are campaigning for 
legitimacy. This would grant their 
rabbis-male and female alike, of 
course----0fficial authority in Israel, 
recognizing their spurious conver­
sions as genuine, their "marriages" as 
marriages, their halachically invalid 
divorces as divorces, and as a result 
increase mamzeirimin Israel. Should 
we not be alerted to this veiy active 
threat? 

They are being granted large sums 
of money-vastly disproportionate to 
their meager numbers, relative to 
both Israelis who are Orthodox and 
those who recognize the authenticity 
of Orthodox Judaism-from both 
government funds and Jewish 
Agency funding from abroad. And 
they are growing-from four Masorti 
Congregations in 1972 to 38 today, 
from a single "Progressive" congrega­
tion in 1948, to 20 today. They repre­
sent a growing threat to the author­
ity of holacha in Eretz YrsroeL 
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•The Fellowship ofTraditional Or­
thodox Rabbis (FTOR). which in­
cludes members of good standing in 
the Rabbinical Council of America, 
has merged with the Union for Tradi­
tional Judaism-a group of rabbis 
who have bolted from the Conserva­
tive movement, but are nonetheless 
loyal to Conservative Doctrtne, circa 
1960. Professor David Weiss-Halivni, 
who spent several decades in the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, is the 
recognized mentor of the UTJ; he also 
has a following in some Orthodox 
circles-his essays were published in 
the RCA journal, Tradition, several 
years ago, and recently participated 
in a symposium sponsored by Ortho­
dox Bar Ilan University. 

As stated in the article, it takes 
more than rejection of Conserv­
atism's most recent excesses of devia­
tion from halacha and emuna to 
make someone a Maamin. And while 
the Conservative Rabbinical Assem­
bly has seen fit to expel any members 
who belong to the hybrid FTOR-UTJ, 
the Orthodox RCA conveniently looks 
the other way, in regard to its mem­
bers in the FTOR This takes us be­
yond abstract discussions with 
Halivni. It is a matter of exposing the 
distance between his philosophical 
outlook and belief in TomhMiSinai by 
Orthodox criteria.... Such cross-de­
nominational flirtations should not 
proceed unchallenged. 

As this response is being prepared 
for press-months after the article 
under discussion was published­
the RCA has issued a statement call­
ingjoint membership "incompatible." 
Does that mean "expulsion"? or just 
"not proper"? 

• Shulamit Aloni is not a cranky, 
loud-mouthed outsider. She is a very 
powerful force within the Israeli gov­
ernment, as Minister of Education 
and Culture. She controls a bureau­
cracy that dispenses hundreds of mil­
lions of Shekalim and has the power 
to influence the thinking and atti­
tudes-the basic hashkafa-of a mil­
lion Jewish children in Eretz YlsroeL 
Neither has she repented for her ir­
reverence, nor has she been deposed 
from office. Had The Jewish Obseroer 
not reprtnted some of Aloni's outra­
geous statements, most JO readers 
would not be aware of the extent of 
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her obsessive rejection of all things 
related to Yiddishkeit. 

In the meantime, Aloni continues 
to spew forth foul-mouthed com­
ments (most recently, referrtng to the 
reputed kever of Yosef HaTzaddik in 
Shechem as "the cave of some sheik 
Yosef," and dismissing Kashrus as 
"tribal taboos"--JfA Jan. 28). Since 
Americans identify more with Israel's 
Labor Party and its softer approach 
toward dealing with the terrttories 
than they do with the hard-line Llkud, 
they tend to lose sight of-or deliber­
ately ignore-the anti-religious, social­
ist orientation of the Laborites and 
their coalition partners. So they dis-

A F G J N J 

O(E .M )> G. J 

w B s K H 

F K f 

J I,. I 
p M G 

K N B F 

M I 0 p H 

z c v F x 

0 

u 
F 

K 

L p y tJ N v 
H u 0 y T R E 

s K p t( D E s 
B J u R D G H 
s K T y N B 

miss Aloni's outrageous pronounce­
ments as unfortunate, loose talk-pe­
riod. But her words represent her 
thinking, which becomes translated 
into executive orders. 

She is being outdone by the Min­
ister of Aliya and Absorption, Yair 
Tzaban. Having replaced informa­
tional pamphlets on Yomim Tovimfor 
new olim, with anthropologically­
based hogwash (JO, Dec. '92), he has 
now stopped distribution of a beauti­
fully produced Russian-language 
booklet on bris milah. The reason? 
Because of "some complaints." More 
likely, because ofhis secular-human­
ist orientation and his hostility to-
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ward all things religious. viant groups, we poke fun at their 
foibles, we do so without apology. 
Chazal advise us that leitzonusa 
d'avoda zora--heaping ridicule on 
idolatiy-is a worthwhile activity. As 
has been pointed out, the edifices and 
institutions, pomp and aesthetic trap­
pings of foreign worship and empty 
ideologies can be veiy impressive. A 
cynical jab at their facades, exposing 
the lack of substance behind them, is 
not necessarily out of place. 

Our obligation is to inform you, the 
reader, so that you may, at the veiy 
least, register an educated protest, 
and put the lie to the left-wing 
Labmites' accusations that the Torah 
community is bigoted and closed­
minded; they are guilty ofbigotiy, for 
denying a fair hearing on blis milah­
our people's treasured covenant of 
3, 700 years standing-to our erst­
while oppressed brethren. Moreover, 
the informed reader now has the ob­
ligation to support efforts to compen­
sate for the vacuum being left by 
Tzaban's ministerial order, and to 
reach out directly to new olim. with­
out government aid. 

As for the fading away of evolution 
as a viable threat- one is certainly 
impressed with our schools' success 
in guiding their students in dealing 
with this basic issue. But almost ev­
eiy scientific journal, and just about 
eveiy presentation on a related theme 
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in the popular media, treat evolution 
as a respected doctrine, not discarded 
speculation. 

The Jewish Obseroer has an obli­
gation to address such issues for the 
sake of those readers who did not 
benefit from the type of schooling 
Mrs. Samson enjoyed, as well as for 
those who did but are no longer con­
fined to the "four ells of halacha." 

As for feminism, it is a veiy insis­
tent presence in our world, leaving 
few enclaves of Orthodoxy un­
touched. Ask religious high-school 
girls about their choices for careers. 
Poll Orthodox mothers about their 
sense of worth and well-being, and to 
what degree it depends on activities 
and employment away from home. 
Take a random sampling of how 
manywomen equate intrinsic impor­
tance with formal positions of power 
and high visibility; how many Ortho­
dox Jews have friends or acquaintan­
ces who feel that women should have 
a more active role in synagogue ritual, 
advanced Torah study, or rites of pas­
sage. Any of these queries will likely 
uncover the tip of the feminist ice­
berg, veiy close to home. 1bis issue-­
like the others discussed here-be­
longs in these pages. N.W. 

TheJewishQbserver, March 1993 
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IT'S ALWAYS CHOLOV 

VISROEL. Morning Select Cottage 

Cheese and Sour Cream are produced in 

the only EXCLUSIVE Cholov Visroel 

cheese plant. No separate hours. No 

different shifts. No confusion! 

Now that you enjoyed the delicious 

taste of Morning Select Premium 

Yogurt and appreciated the difference, 

see haw much better our creamy 

cottage cheese can be. 

Pesach# 
Dairy Products to Make Your p · ; bte Better ... 



Who knows "thirteen"? AttScroll knows "thirteen" --'-" 
thirteen delicacies for your Seder table - a.ll under 
impeccable supervision for your Pesach pleasure 

Every Haggadah contains the fulUext with English translation and instructiom;. 

THE HAGGADAH 
Year after year, this is th'! ~rennial bestseller~ .and .with 
good reason .. The comme0tary .is prolound, .. \illed »'ith 
classic sources, yet thoroughly relevant. It explains the 
Seder, step by step, with clear instructions and. the meanc 
ing of every aspect. 

Complete with Overvie~, weraratio11Jor ~esac~, a~d toe 
Seder, full Hagaddah.text end translation, and •!Jxtens.iv.e 

IBE KOL DOl:>IHAGGADAH 
By ~abbi ~avid Feinstein, Rosh 
Yes.hiva •of. Mesivta Tifereth 
Jeru>afem. Complete> Haggadah with 
translation, with a thorough and 
dear halachic exposition ofth,e 
entire Seder '-c including practical 
de~iS,ions by one of the leading 

.··•·. . < ha}achic aut~orites of our day, and 
r\iany l(t;actices ofRabbi M.oshe Feinstein, 

w•~ ..... ~M~~ 
commentary, by Ral!bifoseph Eli<1s 

tlA6GAl>AS 
SIMCHAS YAABETZ 

VILNA •. (iAON .. HAGGADAH 
TH& PA$SOV&RHAGGADAH The renowned Rosh VeshiVa 

and P'osek,-, Rabbi David 
Feinstein is one of this gener­
ation's outsfahding,cOmITTen­
tators on all areas of Scripture 
and ffturgy._ NoW -the' com­
plete Haggadah with , transla: 
tion and his sdntillating_cOni~ 
ments become the treasu-re' of 
the entire-nation, This'- rs a 
Haggadah of unLisual '1nsights­

Rabbi Dovid Cohen's 
Haggadah 'conlmentai-y is' one 
of m'any exampfes of a great 
Rav and PosEik's originality, 
Eompr~hens(veness,_and 1n_d~ 
sivwapproach to::cbs_sk texts, 
Now1 for-the first: time, it has 
'been adapted_ fo'r_the benefits 
oJ the EngH_sh-- reader.: A mas­

>terpiece in Hebrew--a mas­
ter se_rvk::e in_ EngHsh. 

VILNAGAON 
WmJ COMMENl'AR!&S 

SYTHEVIL1'/A GAON AND 
HISSONR' AVRAHAM 

HAGGADl\.H No, -words- are sli.fflcfent to 

and relevance; 
Adapted by 

Piitchos'Osher «ohr' 
tranSfated by 

Rabbi Zev Meisels 

describe the greatness, __ the 
breadth -and ~epth (lf the Vilna 
G_ao_n's commentary. H~re, 
culled from many of his_ wt)rks 
an? ;presented w[th, clarity _a'nd 
',readability for a!!, Is this dasslcof 
Haggadah 'comment' By the Satne 
author_ who brilllaritfy digeSted 

~~=,c='-c--~ the Abarbanef Haggadah. 
by Yisra_el lsser Zvi Herczeg 

The CoriiPlete_ Haggadah with transta7 
ti_on ah~f instructions; acCompaniecf _by 
a--hew--commentary adapte(f froiri-'the­
wdtfngs _arid feachings of the Gaon 
and Tzaddik Rabbi-Moshe Feinstein. A 
niusf for anyone: with -an_ apprr2cfatfon 
forJ or ah 'greatness. 

THE. ABARBA.NEL 
HAGGADAH 

_This coritm,entary, adapted frorn the 
famous work written by the brflli<mt 
fifteenth century scholar, Abarbanef, 
in stimutating--ques_tion and answer 
form. Abarbanel combines the classic 
teachings o_f the Sages with his Own 
penetrating-insights; driving home the 
relevance of the Haggadah for his day 
- and ours; 

Hv Yisrael /sser Zvi Herczeg 

IBE FAMILY HAGGADAH 

THEHAGGADAH 
TREASURY 

Thi:s Haggadah contains the fUll 
Hebr_e_w text ~1th a_ ne_w translation, 
along with a:collection of gems culled 
froffi a_:rich lode oflrispiration, ex_ege­
sis, and parable. 
The_ con;uYtents_ give _each pa_rtiCipant 
an opportunity "to add __ spJce and 
meaning to the family Seder; 

byRabbi-_Noss_on Schi!rfna11; 

HAGGADAH: LIGHTING 
UPTHENIGHT 
1•K• ci•::i m'7 

An outstandihg thihker- and teacher 
examines and shed_s: l_ight on- th_e_ 
major Jopics_ of the_ Hag'addah a_nd 
the story of the -Exodus, especially 
as they xelate to the 'modern Workt 

by Rabb; Moshe Eiserriann 

HAGGADAH or .THE 
CHASSIDIC MASTERS 

A t~~asure house of chassfdk lltera­
ture-a_nd tradition, thls_ is an anthOI'." 
ogy of writings, teachings a_hd 
anecdciteS of 'scores of famous and 
!esser-know'n rebbes. A: con1men­
tary that cari be_ savored-at any if me 
'qf the year"which acco'mphnies the 
c'.~_mpfete __ Haggadafi h and 
ArtScrolf T ransJatton 

by llabbiShafortJ. Meir Wallach 
THE MUSSAR HAGGADAH 
The' Mu'_s!;_,fr- master's' IYJd incisive, 
pr_ofound, comments on eve_ry area Of 
Hfe -_and learning. This _anthology 
combs the vi!ea[th _o_f M6ssar/edHcal lit~ 
erature to create an unusUal!y stiriiu­
[at!ng cbmm_entary, which: acco_mpa­
nles-_the tompfete Haggadah text and 
ArtScroff T ransfatloo 

by Ra_bbi Shalom Melr Walfach 

IBE YOUTH HAGGADAH 
This Haggadah combines economy, accuracy, and 
the famed ArtScrolf elegance. Printed in two cofors~ 
it includes the full text and ArtScroll translation, plus 
Instructions, notes, 'and- an- -lntrodUction.- Convenient 
and inexpensiv~}-ideal for groups. 

This beautiful full-color Haggadah will 
make your children excitecfabout the 
Seder. With lull text, simplified transla­
tion, illustrations, and cQmment5_ for chiJ:_ 
dren. By .Rabbis Nossou and Yifzchok 

By llabbls Nosson Scherman and Awe. Gold Zev Scherman; illustrated by Yosef W 
Dershowitz and Dov id Sears Po ular ~Edition 

Available at your focal Hebrew bookstore or call: 
1-800-MESORAH In NYS: (718) 921-9000 /FAX: (718} 680-1875 


