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and kashruth. With 12 delicious varieties. Haolam, a tradition you'l!

enjoy keeping. -

All Haclam Cheese products are made in the U.SA [ ——
under the strict rabbinical supervision of; e
The Rabbinate of K'hal Adath Jeshurun

Washington Helghts. XY Kosher for Passover-
e Cholov Yisroel

THURM BROS. S
WORLD CHEESE CO. INC. R
BROOKLYN, NY 11232

The Thurm Families

wish Klal Yisroel
NNYY YD N

If it has no cholesterol, a better-
than-butter flavor, and
a reputation for :

kashruth

you can trust...
It has to be

‘ sl the new, improved parve |
Migdal e ne improwed parve




Jewish history may be lying around
in your basement.

Don't let it be lost to the world.

Thousands of documents and photos are languishing in trunks, attics
and forgotten drawers in private homes and busements.

Now is the time to retrieve this precdious material—
before it becomes dust instead of history.

Your help—the public’s help—is needed in this effort. Do you have any relevant old photos,
documents, or records?

AS A COMMUNITY, WE MUST PRESERVE THIS LEGACY THAT WILL
OTHERWISE BE LOST TO FUTURE GENERATIONS.

where they can be obtained, please write or phone:

ORTHODOX JEWISH ARCHIVES

Agudath Israel of America
84 William Street, New York, N.Y. 10038, 212-797-9000




Rav Yefuda Ze'ev Segal

O Ty

We note with a
profound

sense of loss the

passing of Rav
Yehuda Ze'ev Segal,
57x1, the Manchester
Rosh Yeshiva, on
Erev Shabbos, 21
Shevat/February
12. Born in London
in 1910, he spent
over 3}z years in Ye-
shivas Mir in Po-
land, where he was
recognized for his
exceptional diligence
and accomplish-
ment in learning.

After returning to England, he became a found-
ing member of the Gateshead Kollel, and eventu-
ally succeeded his father, Rav Moshe Yitzchok
Segal, as Rosh Yeshiva in Manchester.

By the time of his passing, Rav Segal was a
leader of English and European Jewry, but his in-
fluence was worldwide. In the words of his son-in-
law, Rabbi Moshe Kupetz, k"v»w, Rav Segal was
distinguished as the rare “gadol, born and raised
in England those many years ago....achieving a

level of service of
Hashem and to Kial
Yisroel beyond our
comprehension... a
man who in his
eighties still con-
stantly reviewed his
performance of
mitzvos with a view
towards improving
upon anything that
he had successfully
achieved hitherto.
He had an uncanny
ability fo combine
his personal avoda,
living on another
plane of existernce,
with a clear understanding of our world, its prob-
lems and conditions, in order to advise, sympathize
and help all those that inquired or needed his spe-
cial guidance.”

Indeed, his berachos and counsel were sought
on all aspects of life, from the most spiritual to the
most mundane. A veritable beacon and giant, he
will be missed by thousands. We intend to pub-
lish a fuller treatment of the life and accomplish-
ments of Rav Segal in a forthcoming edition.
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Joseph Friedenson

Fifty Years Since its Destruction: 5703 /1943 - 5753 /1993

very vear, with the approach of
Pesach, the Yahrzeit of the fi-
nal liquidation of the Warsaw
Ghetto, my father’s' friends during
those bitter days come to my mind. I
feel I owe themn a debt, both personal
and communal, to write these lines,
When people talk of the heroes of the
Warsaw Ghetto, they usually refer to

Reb Yoseif Friedenson is the founding edilor of
Dos Yiddishe Vort. Agudath Israel of America’s Yid-
dish-language monthly journal of thought and
opinien. This article is excerpted from a larger
treatrnent of this subject that appeared in that
journal. He is the author of several books on World
War Il Halzalah efforts. mest recently, Dateline:
Istanbul, about Dr. Jaceb Griffei. published by
ArtScroil/Mesarah.
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the handful of fighters who {ook up
arms to battle the Nazi occupation
forces that outnumbered them and
surely out-armed them by far. I want to
speak here of the spiritual heroes of the
Warsaw Ghetto, people who labored
day and night to help others. They had
no time to pen memoirs, so the story of
their hercism is all but forgotten.

But I saw them in action, so I feel
that the task is mine—who else will
do it?—to tell their stories....

' My {ather, Reb Eliczer Gershen Friedenson T,
was aclive in the kehilla of Lodz, & leader in the
World Aguadah Movement, one of the founders and
a leacder of the Beih Jacob Movement in Poland,
and edited The Beth Jacoh Jowrnal {for adults) and
Kindergeuten {for children).

1. RABBI ALEXANDER ZUSHE
FRIEDMAN, 7 3T THE BELOVED
ACTIVIST OF POLISH JEWRY

f all my father’'s good friends
in the Warsaw Ghetto, the one
I remember best is Rabhi
Alexander Zushe Friedman mn.2 He
is known to the world for his classic
anthology of Verter (short commen-
taries) on the Chumash: Mayana Shel
Torah. 1 had known him personally
since my childhood, as he was a fre-

2In spite of his slature as an outstanding talmid
chachair, he insisted on being called “Reb” or "Mr.”
radher that *Rav.” since he held no official rabbini-
cal position.
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quent guest in our home in Lodz, and
he always farherred (tested) me when
he visited us.

It is no exaggeration to say that
Rabbi Zushe Friedman was beloved by
all in Jewish Poland. He was a Gadol
baTorah, a boki (thoroughly knowl-
edgeable) in Shas and Poskiny, in his
youth he was the youngest student in
the Yeshiva of the Sochatzhover
Rebbe, the Avnei Nezer. Although he
never became a Rav or Rosh Yeshiva
by profession, he continued to learn;
all his life he was baal mechadesh, cre-
ative in Torah thought.

Yet his popularity in the Jewish
world was not due to his unques-
tioned greatness in Torah; it was
mainlty a result of his leadership
qualities and active participation in
Agudath Israel in Poland. He was the
spokesman of the Polish Agudah,
second only to the Lubliner Rav,
Rabbi Meir Shapiro, as its most effec-
tive, popular speaker. His every
speaking tour, particularly in the Pol-
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ish countiryside, was an event. People
Hstened to him spell-bound for hours
at a time, and his presentations in-
variably had depth and originality. He
was also a talented writer and superb
administrator.

Fornearly 29 years, he was the or-
ganizing force behind the huge
Agudath Israel movement in Poland,
and the right hand of ils president.
Reb ltche Meir Levine {son-in-law of
the Imrei Emes); at the same time he
headed the widespread chinuch sys-
tem of over 600 chadorim overseen by
the Polish Agudah.

But it was in the Warsaw Ghetto
that hjs true glory emerged. it was
there that I had the zechus to observe
him close up. As I recall, Reb Zushe
was appeinted to the Warsaw
Judenrat after the Germans took
over. But he was somehow able to free
himself from the assignment, and in-
stead devoted his energies to organiz-
ing aid for the large numbers of
Rebbeim, Rabbonim, Roshei Yeshi-

It was the dignity that
Reb Zushe personally
projected and that he
helped preserve for his
clients that remains most
vivid in my memory.

vos, and askonim who had fled their
hometowns to seek refuge in Warsaw
and were subsequently trapped in its
Ghetto.

Earlier on, Rabbi Zushe had gained
the confidence of inany circles outside
Agudath Israel as well; thus the War-
saw Judenrat and the American Joint
Distribution Committee {whose previ-
ous director, David Guzik, was still ac-
tive, clandestinely), amongst others
entrusted him with hundreds of thou-
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sands of dollars to help these refugees.
It was not easy to be the provider for
hundreds of refugee families who had
arrived in Warsaw permiless, with only
the clothes on their backs, and who of
course could find no means of suste-
nance for themselves in the Ghetto. It
required limitless patience and sensi-
tivity; only a person of Rabbi Zushe
Friedman’s stature could have done it
in such a noble, mentchliche manner.

A frequent visitor to his quarters, 1
was invariably amazed at the inner
resources he summoned for dealing
with so many embittered souls. When
I compared him with the executives of
other organizations doing similar so-
cial work in the Ghetto, the contrast
was striking. Other disbursers of
funds became transformed into arro-
gant bureaucrats. More than once I
saw professors standing at the doors
of young functionaries {even their
former students), kept waiting for
days for an “appointment.” But Rabbi
Zushe Friedman showed not a sign of
self-importance. He could easfly have
obtained an office in the “Jewish Self-
Help” building and surrounded him-
self with secretaries and lackeys as
the other officials did. But he would
not countenance Rabbonim and
talmidet chachainim coming o a pub-
lic office to stand at the door with hat
in hand. So from his own modest
apartment he worked bechein, be-
chessed uv'rachamim—with charm,
love and kindness. His door was open
to all, and his heart even more 50,

When he was disbursing aid to
each of the hundreds of families, no
recipient ever felt that he was receiv-
ing a favor. Reb Zushe would lower
his eyes in embarrassment if anyone
tried to thank him. Ope might even
say that he felt guilty to be the giver
and others the takers. In fact, when
elderly folks or people of stature were
involved, he personally delivered their
stipends to themnt, in their homes.

I have mentioned here only a single
aspect of Rabbi Zushe Friedman's ac-
tivities in the Warsaw Ghetto. Actu-
ally, during the four years in the
Ghetto he did much, much more.
Just as he had headed the chinuch
activities in the pre-war years, so did
he do so in the Ghetto—first, officially
when the Germans tolerated them,
and later, underground. But that’s a
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Reb Meshulam used a
pseudonym for his
newspaper articles, but
for the children’s books
he signed his own name.
He wanted everyone fo
know that fo be a cheder-

rebbe is a noble calling.

story for another occassion. It was the
dignity that Reb Zushe personally
projected and that he helped preserve
for his clients that remains most vivid
in my memory.

1. RABBI MESHUJLAM KAMINER
Y yt, OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY
LEADER AND TALMID CHACHAM

abbi Meshulam Kaminer, a
grandson of Reb Yudel

er who was a mechutan

of the Chiddushei HaRim, was about
ten years older than my father. He
was among the founders of the
Agudath Israel in Poland, during
World War I, and continued to be one
of its staunchest pillars until the end.
When the Agudah was founded, he
was stil a young man, as were most
important early Agudists. He was
well-learned in Shas, as well as in
Tanach, philosophy and Kabbala. At
the same time, he was a Chassid with
every fiber of his being. In short, he
possessed an all-encompassing per-
sonalty. And all of it was at the ser-
vice of the Kial. (He drew no salary for

The Jetwish Chserver, March 1993
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his Klal work, as he was indepen-
dently wealthy.)

The Kaminer family had a reputa-
Hon for being strong-minded people.
The saying was, “Their name suits
them” (kamien in Polish means “a
stone”). But in truth, this was justa
facade. They were really baalei
racharnimand gomlei chessed—mer-
ciful and charitable people. According
to Chassidim, the Chiddushei HaRim
explicitly wished to be meshadech
with them (his grandson, the Sfas
Emes, married a Kaminer young
lady}. Their true character was finally
revealed to all in the Warsaw Ghetto.

Rabbi Meshulam Kaminer used his
family trait in the service of the Klal
When he helped to build the Agudah
in Poland, the task required all his
sirength, stubbornness, persever-
ance—even audacity.... He undertook
to publish the daily newspaper, Der
Yid, and he carried this project
through in spite of vocal opposition
ard technical difficulties. Since there
was no one to write for it, he became a
Jjournalist {(even though in those years,
writers were denigrated in Chassidic
and yeshiva circles). And when the
new chadorim and Bais Yaakov
schools needed textbooks, he—the
lamdam who could write chiddushei
Torah—wrote a children’s storybook.
He used a pseudonym for his newspa-
per articles, but for the children’s
books he signed his own name. He
wanted everyone to know thattobe a
cheder-rebbe is a noble calling.

At the Helm of the Warsaw Kehilla

eb Meshulam was strict in
running the Warsaw Kehilia,
00. His harshness was di-
rected against prominent Jews who
wanted to avoid paying their fair
share of communal taxes, and
against those who tried to use their
clout in the Kehilla to advance their
own interests. He would tolerate no
flattery, under-the-table deals, or
endless time-wasting debates, He
was a man of action.

Firmness was essential for run-
ning the Warsaw Kehilla, where con-
stant, bitter battles raged with the
Bund, Zionists, Folk-Yiddishists, and
all the others who wanted to rob the
Kehilla of its true Jewish character,
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Firmness was also needed to demon-
strate that the religious Jews, those
“easily-terrorized incompetents,”
could indeed run a proud and flour-
ishing Kehilla. Reb Meshulam was
one of those who proved it, and he
was instrumental in bringing about a
great triumph when a Torah-true
Jew, the Agudah’s candidate, Reb
Elya Mazur,® was elected Rosh
HaKohol.

For more than twenty years, Reb
Meshulam was a leading figure in the
Polish Agudah and active in nearly
every one of its projects. He was one
of the builders of its large network of
chadorim, and a key organizer of all
the conferences and conventions of
Agudath Israel. Interestingly, | have
searched through all the old photo
archives of Knessios and confer-

of our escape, and wanted to know
what we intended to do in Warsaw
and how he could help us. Did we
need money? Clothes? “Don't be emn-
barrassed, Eliezer Gershen,” he said
to my father. “Tomorrow I might be in
your shoes. Do you know the Ger-
mans? 1 do. From World War [ days
when they were our so-called friends.
Don't fool yourself—this will go on for
yvears. You won't get back to Lodz to
resume your work tomorrow or the
next day. You have to figure out how
you're going to survive here, and if
you need help, we'll help you.

“I'm going to have some spare time
now,” he went on, “as there’s no more
Agudah and no more Kehilla. I'm
planning to devote myself to my
peirush (commentary} on Tehillim
that I've worked on and never had

We speak here of the spiritual heroes of the
Warsaw Ghetto, people who labored day and night
to help others. They had no time to pen memoirs, so
the story of their heroism is all but forgotten.

ences, yet | have not been able to find
a single photograph of Rabbi
Meshulam Kaminer. Perhaps he sim-
ply did not have time for such “non-
sense” as posing for pictures. It is also
possible that as a committed
Chassid, with the characteristic
Kotzker avoidance of the public eye,
he shunned photographs.

I did not know Rabbi Meshulam
Kaminer before the war. I had been
interested in meeting him, but my fa-
ther would not take me along when
hewent from Lodz to Warsaw. He said
that Reb Meshulam simply would not
be able to understand how he could
bring along a bachur to *kill time,” lis-
tening to discussions about politics—
even when directed l'shetm Shama-
yim, for constructive purposes.

But it was a very different Reb
Meshulam whomn father finally took
me to meet in Warsaw after we had
fled Lodz as refugees. He greeted us
like brothers, asked for all the details

#Later, Reb Elya Mazar was an Agudath Israel Rep-
resentative in the Israeli Knesset, along with Reb
itche Meir Levine.

time to finish.... Nothing is more im-
portant today than Tehillim—we are
in dire need of Hashem's mercy....”

As astute as he was, there was one
thing he did not foresee. In the
Ghetto, he did not have more time
than in the “good years™—he had less!
Jews fell dead in the street; they had
to be laid to rest. As long as he was
alive, he saw to it that the bodies were
buried individually instead of in mass
graves. Yeshiva bachurim were starv-
ing; a kitchen had to be set up for
them. People were being picked up for
forced labor which they could not
possibly do—it would kill thern; ways
had to be created to exernpt them.
Orphaned children could not be
abandoned; they had to be fed and
taught. Added to the Kial work were
the needs of personal friends who had
to be helped, too. Our family, which
was under his care, was only one of
many such families.

With all these and many other du-
ties, he was busy day and night, but
he still did not stop working on his
peirush on Tehillim. Over the years, 1
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often wondered what had happened
fo that peirush. But recently, in the
book Ishim Shehikarti by Dr. Hillel
Seidman (who worked with Reb
Meshulam in the Kehilla), 1 discov-
ered that while in the Ghetto, Reb
Meshulam finished the peirush of two
seforim of Tehillim. He gathered a
roomful of bnei Torah, whom he had
registered as employees of the
Kehilla, to prepare his notes for pub-
lication. Now, officially, they had jobs,
thus sparing them from forced labor,
for which they were totally unsuited.
Reb Meshulam passed away after
Succos, b702; his was the only big
levaya (funeral} in the Warsaw
Ghetto. A large crowd gathered in
spite of the danger that at any mo-
ment it could become a target for the
German police. It was also the only
time in the Ghetto that the brilliant
spokesman of Orthodox Jewry in Po-
land, Rabbi Alexander Zushe
Friedman 7, spoke in public.

III. RABBI SHIMSHON STOCKHAMMER
"3t AND HIS OPEN DOOR
IN THE WARSAW GHETTO

abbi Shimshon Stockhammer

R‘grcas one of the youngest mem-

rs of the Warsaw rabbinate

and one of the best-liked people in the
Warsaw Ghetto.

His friendship with my father
stemmed from their work in the
Agudah, especially the Agudah press.
Rabbi Stockhammer was the rabbini-
cal columnist of the Togblatt, and his
articles were very popular, even
though he often wrote mussar. (It was
said that he was—unofficially, of
course—the mashgiach {overseer} on
behalf of the Moetzes Gedolei
HaTorah at the Orthodox Togblatt.)
My father too was the editor of an im-
portant Orthodox journal, so the two
had much in common.

Since the passing of Rabbi Dov Ber
Meisels, Warsaw had had no Chief
Rabbi, but all the members of the
Rabbinate were experienced
Rabbanim. Rabbi Stockhammer was
young, and to my knowledge had
never been a Ravbefore, even though
he was an acknowledged talmid
chacham. In addition, he was a “for-
eigner”: He came from Galicia and
was a Belzer Chassid in a city that
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contained barely a minyan of Belzer
Chassidinm.

His appointment to the Warsaw
Rabbinate, along with such Gaonim
as Rabbi Menachem Ziemba, Rabbi
Avromele Weinberg, and Rabbi
Yaakov Meir Biderman, is quite re-
markable. It is an affirmation of his
standing with Rebbeim, Rabbarim,
baalei battim, and the heads of the
Warsaw Kehilla, and he proved to be
a wise choice,

Other members of the
Judenrat could not take
the constant pressure
and locked their doors.
But not Rabbi
Stockhammer. He once
fold me, “To simply listen
to a Jew's troubles is also
a chessed.” He did,
however, much more
than just listen.

Putting Together the Judenrat

en the war broke out and
'Adam Cherniakov was or-
dered by the Germans to set

up a Judenrat, he deliberately in-
cluded on the list of appointees two
Rabbanim of the younger generation:
Rabbi Shimshon Stockhammer and
Rabbi David Shapiro. He felt that they
would be able to absorb the physical
abuse and beatings they would re-
ceive at the hands of the Nazis, while

i
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older men would not.

Once named, there was no way
outi; Rabbi Stockhammer accepted
his fate, but with a heavy heart,.
Hashem helped him through the or-
deal, because unlike most of the other
Judenrdte, whose members becarne
corrupt through inordinate pressure
and a sense of power, the one in War-
saw was headed by another man of
great integrity, Cherniakov. Rabbi
Stockhaminer used his position to
actively pursue chessed with true
mesiras nefesh.

Those were bitter times in which
Jewish suffering grew from day to
day. An influential person was surely
no one to envy, constantly belea-
guered by Jews in need, while his
ability to help was so dreadfully lim-
ited! Other members of the Judenrat
could not take the constant pressure
and locked their doors. But not Rabbi
Stockhammer. He once told me, “To
simply listen to a Jew’s troubles is
also a chessed.” He did, however,
much more than just listen.

Judenrat members were not re-
quired to be at the office every day.
The streets were often unsafe—even
for a member of the Judenrat, with a
“secure” German permit—especially
for a bearded man. Any low-ranking
German soldier was empowered to
demand the permit and tear it up, no
explanation required. Nevertheless,
Rabbi Stockhammer showed up at
the Judenrat office every single day to
help those who needed him.

During the early years of the Ghetto,
Jewish theaters were flourishing. Rabbi
Stocichammer prevailed on Chernikou to
close the theaters during the Three
Weeks. Chermnikov acquiesced, and as
he recorded in his diaries: “The Jewish
heart must honor the rlythms of its cal-
endar.”

In the Ghetio were several hun-
dred Rabbanim and their families
who had fled the countryside to “safe”
Warsaw. Almost all of them needed
help in terms of finding living quar-
ters, food, labor exemptions and so
on. To obtain such help, one had to
knock on many doors, but not all
doors would open. Nor were all the
functionaries sympathetic to reli-
gious applicants. These people
needed an intermediary, someone
with influence.

The Jewish Observer, March 1993



Reb Shimshon Stockhamuner: “A Jewish policeman? I don't know why, but the sight of Jewish boys with sticks in their hands frightens me.”

Rabbi Stockhammer was the key
for many of thern, and he never wea-
ried of the task. Not that it was easy;
there were times when his pleas were
ignored. But he rarely gave up, and, as

I have said, his door was never closed.

ne time, though, his door was
closed, and to me, whom he
had always greeted with
friendliness! It happened that the son
of a neighbor of ours wanted to be-
come a member of the Jewish Ghetto
Police. He needed a letter of recom-
mendation from a member of the
Judenrat, and my father sent me to
get it for him. I was certain there
would be no problem, because my fa-
ther sent along a note saying that he
personally knew the applicant tobe a
decent young man. So [ was shocked
when Rabbi Stockhammer turned
me down abruptly, and said, “No! Go
tell your father that I can’t do #!”
Then, seeing that I was hurt—
could he suspect that my father
would mislead him?—he sat me
down and explained: “I realize that
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you can't understand this; you prob-
ably think a Jewish policeman is an
improvement over a German or Pol-
ish one. Yet I must teli you—I don’t
know why, but the sight of Jewish
boys with sticks in their hands fright-
ens me. Who will train them? Ger-
man officers!... Who can know what
they will learn from them? And fi-
nally, what will they be ordered {o do?
I shudder to think about it. Tell your
father that it’s not that I dor’t want to
do it, but that I just can't; ask your
father to forgive me...."

It was not until several years later
that I understood his inability to ac-
quiesce, when I found out what was
required of our Jewish policemen,
and how some could not refuse their
orders.... Rabbi Stockhammer saw all
this in advance.

Dr. Hillel Seidman writes in Ishim
Shehikarti that Rabbi Stockhammer
evaded the first deportation in No-
vember, 1942, Only after his whole
family was deported to Treblinka was
he captured and dragged off to the
camps of Poniatov and Budzin.

After the liberation, people who
were with him and Rabbi David
Shapiro in the camps spoke of Rabbi
Stockhammer with awe. He was a
model of zerizus in mitzvos and of
shining middos. Rabbi Avrohom
Ziemba %"2r told me that even the
non-frum respected him; that Dr.
Block, the former director of the
Keren HaKeyemes in Poland, who
had been non-religious, began to put
on tefillin in the camp at Budzin,
where he had come under the influ-
ence of Rabbi Stockhammer.

Rabbi Stockhammer survived un-
til a few days before the liberation.
Tragically, he was killed by “friendly
fire,” in an American bombing raid on
nearby Dachau. We may attribute his
untimely death to the Nazis who
brought about the tragic situation
that ended his life, and thus may
unhesitatingly conclude: “May
Hashem avenge his blood!” ]

This article was translated from the Yiddish by
Mrs. Miriam Margoshes, who lives in Brookdyn, is
a teacher in the Beth Jacob High School, aswellas
a free-lance writer, translator and editor.
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OU BRING THE
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The Yeinah Shel
Torah Haggadah

by Rabbi Binyomin Adler
translated by Yaakov Lavon

Perfect for family and perfect for
guests, this popuiar Haggadah is
now available for the first ime in
English!

This contemgporary classic contains
the full Haggadah text in Hebrew
and Englishy; a clear and
comprehensive section of laws and
customs for Erev Pesach; ard an
extensive collection of insights and
comments on the Haggadah. It's no
waonder that the Yeinah She! Torah
has come to be called "the
Shulchan Aruch of Haggados.”

H.C. $16.95

The Malbim Haggadah

transiated by Jonathan Taub and Yisroel Shaw

Written in the Maibim's unique guestion and answer format, this in-depth
examination of the Maggadah provides readers with an immensely satisfying
analysis of the Haggadah text. A superb commentary; available in English for the
very first timel A Targum Press Book / H.C, $16.95

The Hirsch Haggadah

Compiled from Rabbi S.R. Hirsch's many classical works, this magnificent selection
is dettly interwoven with the Haggadah text—providing readers with a profound and
memorabie leaming experience,

Here is an excelient way to become familiar with the outlook and philosophv of this
outstanding Jewish thinker. H.C. $16.95 7 P.B. $13.95

The Lehmann Haggadah
by Rabbi Dr. Marcus Lehmann

This perennial favorite is known for its rich, expansive commentary—drawiig on a
bedrock of Talmudic and Midrashic source material. It adds up to an inspirng text,
worthy of study—not only on Pesach—but all year long. {If you haven't as yet
discovered this classic, you're in for a stimulating surprise.) H.C. $16.95

Available at all Jewish bookslores or direct from:
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The
Commentator’s
Seder

by Rabbi Yilzchak Sender
Each of these outstanding volumes brings together

insights, stories, and explanations gathered from a
host of Rabbinic authorities and Jewish sages.
Easy to read and easy to follow, here are two
Haggados that have gained immense popularity
since they first appeared.
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The
Tifereth
Haggadah

by Rabbi
Michel Stern
designed by
Shimon Shpietzki
it's only fitting that a
child shouid have his own special Haggadah—and here
itis! Large, clear print, over 100 beautiful photographs &
drawings (many in color), concepts, laws, and Engiish
commentary presented in an easy-to-understand man-
ner. An Haggadah all youngsters will treasure, H.C. $15.95

My Pesach Play & Learn
Book by Chani Sonnenield

This cotorful activity book is fulf of games, puzzles,
staries and other surprises which will keep children
happy, busy—and learning—for many hours as everyone
prepares for Pesach. P.B. $4.95
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Mangled

Roots,

Bitter Fruits

A survey of some recent
efforts at dealing with

intermarriage
THE WAYT IT WAS...THEN

first met Ellen Cohen* when I was

seven years old. Her mother and

father, friends of my parents from
der heim, had brought her along on a
visit from the small town in Maryland
where they lived. Like my parenis, the
Cohens were Holocaust survivors.
Unlike my parents, who had come
through the war more steadfast in
their faith, fiercely committed to
building a Torah life in their new
country, the Cohens, eager to gain
acceptance in the wider American so-
ciety, had abandoned all but the most
tenuous ties to Yiddishkeit.

As the grown-ups sat around
catching up on old times, I scrutinized
Ellen: closely. | hardly knew what to
make of this heavily made up, ma-
turely attired fourteen-year-old who,
Jjudging from the adoring glances cast
in her direction, was the light of her
mother’s life. Neither of her parents
turned a hair when Ellen suddenly
reached into her mother's purse and
helped herself to a cigarette.

Now the young girl had my
mother’s attention, too. Visibly
shocked, she demanded from her old
friend how she could allow such be-
havior. Mrs. Cohen merely shrugged.
“Atleast I know she’ll never smoke be-

* Names and other idenlifying detaiis heave been
changed. where indicated,

Mrs. Friedman. a free-lance writer who lives in
Brooklyn. NY, is the managing editor of Coalition,
Agudath Istael of America’s perioclical devoted 1o
news and events within the movement.. She is also
author of two children’s books published by
ArtScroll/Mesorah.,
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my hack,” she
said reasonably.

When they heard, years later, that
Ellen had married a non-Jew, my par-
ents were distressed but hardly sur-
prised—this, after all, was what came
of a permissive upbringing totally de-
void of any spiritual mooring, Nor were
they surprised when the Cohens re-
acted by banishing their only child
from their home and from their lives.
Despite their own complicity in their
daughter’'s downfall, despite their own
lack of religious observance, the
Cohens admitted to feelings of great
pain, shame and betrayal.

As far as my parents were con-
cerned, this was as it should have
been. Though Ellen’s marriage out-
side the faith was a tragedy of monu-
mental proportions, her parents’ re-
sponse, at least, was a sign that all
was yet right with the world. Their to-
tal repudiation of their daughter's
new life stood, whether they intended
it to or not, as a validation of the ulti-
mate inviolability of Torah. There
were, after all, some lines that could
not be crossed.

But that was then.
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THE ATTITUDES
ARE CHANGING

n the nearly three decades since
Ellen’s intermarriage (Ellen’s fa-
ther died recently without ever
having reconciled with his daugh-
ter} not only have the numbers
changed—a 1990 National Jew-
ish Population Survey of the
Council of Jewish Federations puts
the rate of intermarriage at a stagger-
ing 52%—but so has the prevailing
non-Orthodox attitude toward inter-
marriage. When respondents to the
NJP survey were asked how they
would react if their child were consid-
ering marrying a non-Jew, 11% said
they would strongly support it, 22 per-
cent said they would support it and
46% said they would accept it; only
22% said they would oppose it.

In an interview he gave to the Sun-
day New Yorie Times in May of 1989,
Dr. Egon Mayer, professor of sociclogy
at Brooklyn College and founder of
the Intermarriage Research Institute,
explained why the non-Orthodox
Jewish community no longer sees in-
termarriage only in negative terms.

“fToday/ a great many people have
come to acknowledge that fintermar-
riage] reflects certain positive develop-
ments, as well.

"For example, it reflects the great tol-
erance that America has for religious
minorities, it reflects the self-confidence
of Jews as individuals and it reflects
the unbridied primacy of love in mate
selection.”

How is the Orthodox Jew for whom
the laws regarding intermarriage are
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. . explicit and immutable, for whom in- rying a Catholic girl. We tried every-
Investment in Lea-rn.z.ng termarriage can only be viewed as a thing but couldr't brealk them up.”

. . To make matters worse, the worman
scourge and blight upon the Jewish i on to relate, the bride is insisting

Make A "Sound”

From Hearth to Heart people, expected to react to such a that the couple be married in a church,

Discourses on Life by statement? When the distraught mother told her

Rebbitzen Feige Tiwerski What the Orthodox Jew obviously son she would not attend the wedding,

. - fails to realize, in the view of advo- her fidure-daughter-in-law threatened
cates of a more progressive attitude to break off all relations with her.

“After the church wedding,” Con-
flicted Mother wrote inconclusion, “they
will have a ceremony with a Reform

towards intermarriage, at least, is
that traditional {read: “Torah”) rules

about "marrying in” just don't work in rabbiat the restaurant where the recep-
{8 Cassettes) — the modern world. Intermarriage isa tiort will be held.
* reality—why fight it? “What should I do?”
$45.00 y
Why stubbornly persist in the be- The opening paragraph of Ms.
lief that it is a sin that no amount of qu;f“er s reply speais volumes about
Fxperi the E. compromise can make right? Why %‘i[ubzmtwl masOf} s tmto O advice
perience the Lssence even talk about ways to prevent or from an impartial adviser, to feel that
of Yom ToV with cassettes from discourage it? Concentrate instead this marriage is a terrible shandeh
Rabbi Michel Twerski of Milwaukee on reaching out to intermarrieds and {shame}, is {o be locked info a frame of
: welcoming them into the Jewish com- mind from the vanished shtetl. There is
munity. {See box below.) so much divorce, even in same-faith
(Vol. - 9 cassettes) Concentrate on the idea of Jewish ;namagh:ss that this attitude no longer
$45.00% continuity and survival (and never Aynd Ms. Lat v s advice regarding
(Vol. IT 10 cassettes) ik mind that, given the growing num- Conflicted Mother’s attendance at the
$49,95% Rt Miched Frrerihi bers of halachically non-Jewish chil- church ceremony?
) Vo1& VoL I dren born of interfaith marriages, “This is your son and, though you
i i non-Orthodox Jewish continuity will may not be happy abouimmf—’utwm
i ; arrangements, you have to p S

, b dagube little more than an idea}. face on it. You should be there. Don't
Walking the Path of the Just ove all... drive your son info the waiting arms of

Rabbi Dr, Abraham Twerski, M.D. the church by being totally rejecting.”

Author of "Generation to Gene;ation" Accommodate, Accommodate,

ML i Bt Do Accommodate . . g
and "Living Each Day Theﬂ' ‘I'OfQI repudlahon

ecently, a woman who signed

(10 Casts) - herself “Conflicted Mother” | of their daughter’s
§59.95% wrote a letter to the nationally . .
. syndicated “Ask Helen Latner” col- mtermamoge StOOd ,

umn, which also appears in the New . .
York Jewish Week (110,000 circala- | Whether they intended it

tion): . .
. to or not, as a validation

“I have put off writing to you be-

CONFRONTATION cawselamsoashamed ofmyprobiem. | of the yltimate
by Professor Aaron Twerski rvative, 1 A B o
Yo s e . | inviolability of Torah.

dox shul. Our problem—my son is mar-

{10 Cassettes} —
$49.95+%

I
*Add $2.50 for shipping.
To receive a free brochure call 1-800-878-5000.
Funds paid are Maaser deductible.

To order please send check or credit card
information to Congregation Beth Jehudah,
2700 N. 54th St., Milwaukee, WI 53210

or call 1-800-878-5000.
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teshuwiva living in Brooklyn, N.Y., re-
fused to “put the best face” on for her
younger brother’s marriage to a
Christian woman. Her parents re-
sponded by accusing her of trying to
break up the family.

Raised in what she calls a “highly-
affiliated Reform household,” Miriam
became interested in Orthodoxy while
in college. As she became more obser-
vant, Miriam made an increased effort
to stay in contact with her younger
brother, a medical student iving in the
Midwest. She made il a point to call
and remind him of upcoming Jewish
holidays, to send him a package of
hamantaschen before each Purim, to
generally keep the lines of spiritual
cormunication open.

Though Miriam was aware of her
brother's on-again-off-again relation-
ship with a Gentile woman, it still
pained and shocked her when she
learned, about a year and a half ago,
of the couple’s plan to marry.

Not only did Miriam refuse to at-
tend the wedding, she made her ve-
hement opposition {o the union crys-
tal clear every time her parents tried
to discuss it with her. Ironically, it
was Miriam's recalcitrance, not her
brother's marriage to a non-Jew, that
caused her mother greater anguish.
At her father’'s request, Miriam
stopped talking about the situation
altogether.

“Now ] feel this terrible strain of si-
lence,” she says of her relationship
with her parents. The strain is only
more pronounced in her dealings
with her brother.

There was a time when Miriam's
father shared her negative feclings
about her brother’s relationship with

The Jewish Observer, March 1993
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non- As stated in the book’s prologue,
J e w the purpose of Mingled Roots is 1o
Years | serve as a “loving ‘how-to," offering
ago he | specific suggestions to help grand-
h a d | parents share their Jewish heritage
toldmy | inways that would not threaten their
brother | intermarried children.... The result...
that if | will be to nurture and to strengthen
“h e | Jewishidentity and to insure the sur-
ever : vivalof Jewish life.”
married | To wit {from the chapter entitled

the young woman,
she would never really be ac-
cepted as part of the family, But then
the Reform movement recognized
patrilineal descent, and, well, that
kind of let my father off the hook. Now
he could welcome his non-Jewish
daughter-in-law with open arms.”

MINGLING ROOTS

ile only the Reform move-

ment officially recognizes

patrilineal descent, a Survey
of American Jewish Leaders con-
ducted by Dr. Mayer for the Jewish
Outreach Institute revealed that 66%
of respondents, including a large
number of Conservative Jews,
would consider their .,
grandchildren Jewish
even if they have a
non-Jewish mother.
More than 80% of re-
spondents to a read-
ership survey onin-
termarriage that
appeared in the
Spring 1990 is-
sue of B'Nai
B’rith Womer'’s
World, an-
swered in the
same way. Re-
spondents Lo
the B'nai
B'rith sur-
vey also in-
dicated their
desire to have interfaith
grandchildren learn about their
Jewish heritage. Bmai B'rith obliged
by commissioning Mingled Roots: A
Guide For Jewish Grandparenis of
Interfaith Grandchildren. (This is in
stark contrast to a powerful five-
minute film against intermarriage,
produced by Bnai Brith as a discus-
sion catalyst, twenty years ago.}

“What to Say and How to Say [t"):

“When asking the parents’ permis-
sion to talkc fo your grandchild you
might say. T would like to tell Karen
about me and my_family roots, We may
have different religions bud I love you
and I love my grandchild. I will not try
to compete with your religious vietws or
what you are teaching Karen. Sooner or
later everyone wants to kenow about his
or her heritage. I'm a living link to
Karen's family history.

“To your non-Jewish son- or daugh-
ter-in-law you might add, Twant her to
fnow all about me, and yowr parents
probably feel the same way about your
family heritage. Qur family traditions
and shared identity bind us together
and define who we are as a family. And
we are a family. All of us.”

Hanukkah and Christmas At My
House, by Susan Enid
Gertz, seeks to
"enrich” the
life of the in-
terfaith child
by blending two
cultures and
two religions, or
stated differently
perhaps, it seeks
© to instill half a
Jewish identity.

A sampling:

“On Hanukkah, we
tell the story of the
Maccabees and the
Temple lamp. We fry

latkes and doughnuts,
sing the blessings. and
light the menorah. We
sing Hanukkah songs and
open gifts.

“On Christmas, we tell the story of
Mary. Joseph and baby J. We bake
cooicies, decorate the tree, sing Christ-
mas songs. and open presents.

“We all love having Hanuklcah and
Christmas, In my farnily. we wouldn't
want it any other way.”
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JEWISH SURVIVAL??

acceptance of intermarriage pre-

sents itself as preference for inter-
marriage. It's not merely a matter of
making the best of a bad situation,
extremists hold, but recognizing that
intermarriage offers opportunities for
the “enrichment” of Jewish life and
welcoming it as such. Jewish part-
ners of a mixed marriage-—obviously
less than enamored of being accused
of contributing to the willful destruc-
tion of the Jewish faith-—are often
anxious to let the world know that
they have become better Jews as a
result of the interfaith union. Dove-
tail, a relatively new newsletter pub-
lished by and for Jewish-Christian
families, provides them with a forum
to do just that.

In an article in the February 1993
issue of that publication, Victoria and
Maury Kopman share the story of
their wedding and marriage.

In its most radical manifestation,

Says Mr. Kopman, “We tried to keep
the ceremony from being secular, T

asiced the priest if we could get married
under a huppah, and he agreed. My
sister read in Hebrew. We used my bar
mitzuah tallis, strung on four poles and
held by four friends. The soloist sang,
‘Sabbath Prayer.' Father Donal allowed
us to break the glass, too. So we had
Jewish overtones in a Catho-
lic ceremnonyy...."

Being married to a
Catholic has changed
his life in unexpected
ways, Mr. Kopman

and imy parents came up and went too,
Not only did it make an impact on my
JSamily, it also made a huge impact on
Victorict's mother. She's never been as
warm te me as she has been since
Christrmas.”

In that same issue of Dovetail,
Rabbi Charles Farnilant, a marriage
and family counselor in the Cali-
fornia Bay Area and co-
leader of an Inter-

mairttains. I see the faith Com-
strong way Victoria. munity, lends
looks at her faith. I his ecclesiasti-
hadn’t beert going cal stamp of ap-

to synagogue in a
long time. Once
we got married,
though, I joirted
a synagogue
and if's won-

proval to the
sentiments ex-
pressed above.
“As a species, we
are becorning increas-

derful. I'm ingly aware of our com-
more Jetvish mon bonds and interde-
than I was be- pendence, which tran-
Jore I got married.” scend national. cultural

and religious concerns.
Recognition of this _fact is a
necessary condition for our

human survival. Intermar-
riage, as an aspect of this larger phe-
nomenon, should therefore not be

Mr. Kopman's assertion
about being more Jewish is rendered !
somewhat suspect by the paragraph ?
that immediately follows: "Another !
first—this Christmas. I went to mid-

night mass with Victoria and her rmom,

16
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construed as an unavoidable evilbut | woman are not Jewish, no
as a potential good, even if it does matter how  many
not contribute to the survival of Ju-
daism as we know it today /empha- ?h}z}trt}uk?h }(l::;r‘;dles ;I;lley
sis ours], The infegration of differert re- 18 ° ] many
ligious traditions may result in the | resach seders they at-
emergence of new forms of religicus ex- | tend. And despite how
pression. Whatever becomes of Juda- terribly out-of-step
ism in the future, those aspects that and old-fashioned
have enduring value may well leave this attitude may
their indelible stamp on any newly

. . make him seem,
crgung Jorms.

emerging the Torah Jew

These are the words of a rabbi! knows that true

Jewish survival :"@ -

. . lies in the per-
1 asked the priestif | petuation of
. . Torah life and *
we could getmarried  Torah ideals. To

under ahuppah, andhe B ot s

for the sake of accom-

agreed. My sister read in | Jiedationts not only lu-

dicrous—it's dangerous. It
sends signals that say that
H8brew' We Used my what is inherently treif can be

: 1 kashered—that intermarriage
bG rm itZVOh 1'0" IS, Siru ng is only a sin if the organized Jew-

on FOUT' poles Clﬂd held ish community insists on consid-
¢ eringitasin.
& by fOU!’ Friends. The The importance of outreach can-
. not be overstated: Such activities
50|o|sf sang, 'Sgbbgfh must target the many single Jewish
, men and women who have never | and wel-
Prqyer. Fq‘}‘her D0n0| learned, or have forgotten, that the & come, it's only a

greatest joys life can offer are to be = matter of time before
G”OWGd usto bredk the found within the context of a Torah | therearen't too manyleft in the Jewish

l h d life and are best accessed through the | comumunity who will remember the an-
glass, too. So we ha creation of an authentic bayis | swer tothat question. [ |
ne'eman b'Yisroel ;

Jewish overtones in a

In one chapter of Mingled Roots, au-

. " thor Sunie Levin writes: “You've told
CGH‘K)’ IC Ceremon)/- cer your pre-school grandchild that you
are Jewish, but he will likely say.
‘What's Jewish? " If a climate contin-
OUTREACH VS. INREACH ues to be fostered in which intermar-

riage is viewed as inevitable and in

he notion that Jewish survival | which the only reasonable response is
is ensured by creating a wel- | deemedtobe acceptance, accommoda-
coming, warm atmosphere for !

the mixed marriage couple, or by ex- | S

posing the offspring of such mar-

rjages to some watered-down, easy- f]nb'ﬂ Ny Shonn ‘!1)357 N3

to-swallow version of Judaism that TN T2

renders Torah miSinai little more

than charming folklore, or even by

encouraging conversions for the sake nnbw ijw’ D”n

of marriage, rings tragically hollow to

the Toraﬁ Jew.g Becglse Bt(he Torah ’”J ’b Tﬂ’\’) 13

Jew knows that intermarriage is

wrong, destructive, tragic—pure and

simple. And the Tolszil Jew knows | oMY M PV

that the children of a non-Jewish :
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he incidence of intermarriage,
I which began rising in the
1960’s, has since become
cause for alarm. As of late, the plague
has reached crisis proportions, and
there is no way it can be ignored. {See
“What is Happening to American
dewry?” on the Lachman-Kosrnin Re-
port on dwindling Jewish population
figures in the USA, inJO Sept. 90, as
well as the cover story and sympo-
sium on “The State of American
Jewry,” in the Dec. "92 JO.}

After years of denial and optimis-
tic papering over of the blatant facts,
leaders of Federation are accepting
the predictions of those who have
been insisting that unless something
drastic is done, any distinctive Jew-
ish community as we know it today
will disappear. with relatively small
Orthodox Jewry as the only survi-
vors.” In fact, when the General As-
sernbly {i.e., annual convention) of the
Council of Jewish Federations met in
New York City last fall, the topmost
iterm on the agenda was “Continuity.”
The Strategic Planning Committee of
the UJA-Federation of New York ap-
pointed a Subcommittee on the Con-
tinuity of the Jewish Community,
which issued a report beginning with
the following cover sheet:

*“Jewish Idenlity in Conversicnary and Mixed Mar-
riages,” Medding, Tobin, Fishman & Rimor, AJ
Commitiee Jewish Sociology Papers, 1992,

The Jewish Observer, March 1993

FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES, JUNE 3, 2032
Jewish Federation Closes Doors;
Century of Service Ends with
Historic Ceremony
SPECIAL 1O THE NEW YORK TIMES:
New Yorl, June 2. It was a time for
memories and tears yesterday as
the United Jewish Federation of
New York formally ceased opera-
tions. The Federation, once lknown
as UJA-Jewish Federation of New
York, and iis predecessor organiza-
tions had once served a community
of more that 2 million Jews. Now
that the Jewish community nuwm-
bers fewer than 200,000 persons....

This brings us to the question:

WHAT DOES
CONTINUITY ENTAIL?

; hen we Orthodox Jews
speak of continuity-—or
hemshech hadoros—we refer

to the eternal values of the Jewish
people, which give our national exist-
ence meaning, as the starting point.
We think of the essential Jew, his at-
tachment to Torah miSinai, his comn-
mitment to lead a life dedicated to ful-
filling G-d's will, and his fervent
prayer that he merit children who wili
carry on this commitment. We visu-
alize the Pesach Seder, where the
younger generation expresses its ea-
gerness to carry on the tradition,
through its questioning of the elders;

“THE STATE OF AMERICAN JEWRY"

Continui
vs. Eterni

and the elders draw upon the na-
Honal mermory bank of shared suffer-
ing, shared deliverance, and shared
commitment to carry on, with
“Vehigadata levincha—and you shall
tell your son on this day, saying....”
Such is the Torah-mandated model
for continuity.

The Orthodox community has
bheen exerting extraordinary effort to
insure its own continuity—through
the burgeoning day-school move-
ment, the founding of advanced
yeshivos and kollelim across the
countryside, as well as with highly ef-
fective communication in both gov-
ernment advocacy and through the
printed word, in the world of ideas
and information.

Not content with “sell-perpetua-
tion” int the narrow sense, the yeshiva
world is also responsible for most of
the baal teshuva- outreach efforts in
America and abroad. Adnuttedly, not
enough people are involved in these
activities, and not enough is being
accomplished. The terrible deficit in
hemshech on the national scale
weighs heavily on our shoulders.

OTHER VIEWS OF “CONTINUITY"
ow does the Jewish establish
ment perceive Continuity? A
rucial clue can be found in

the doomsday scenario gquoted ear-
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lier: The NY Times marked the end of
Jewish life in America with the close
of—not the last yeshiva, Bais Yaakov,
shul or shiiebel in New York, but—
Federation. When the Federations
foresee the possible disappearing of
the Jewish people, they don’t envision
a shrunken neshama; they see a
dried-up source of checks and a
crumbled establishment. So their
agenda for preservation and perpetu-
ation—really self-preservation and
self-perpetuation—takes a different
tack from ours. And so it is with other

groups:
* The Reform Movement long ago
decided that if we are losing Jews by

When we Orthodox Jews speak of continuity—or
hemshech hadoros—we refer to the eternal values of
the Jewish people, which give our national existence
meaning, as the starting point.

the old definition, simply change the
definition! An easy-does-it “conver-
sion” process has long been in prac-
tice, reducing the procedure to taking
a few courses on Judaism, and then
“identifying with the Jewish people.”
Mikva and circumcision {for males}
were declared optional, and accep-
tance of basic principles of belief was
not even a consideration. Then a de-
cade ago, they began welcoming
couples of mixed faiths into the con-
gregation; as for their offspring—con-
trary to Torah law, a Jewish father
was considered sufficient for the child
to be Jewish (i.e. patrilineal descent
as a basis for Jewishness). Once
these gentiles are “Jewish,” they, too,
can be invited into the Temples, be
charged membership dues, and fill
the vacuum created by all the genu-
ine Jews who are leaving.... Continu-
ity by counterfeit.

» As for the Federations, they have
come up with other suggestions. The
philanthropic Federations have a
long-established track record of sink-
ing major funds into hospitals, non-

o Flying
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sectarian social services, cultural ac-
tivities scarcely Jewish (as in New
York’s 92nd Street Y), and commu-
nity centers, with only a relative pit-
tance for those areas where gernine
Jewish identity is nurtured: the He-
brew Day Schools and yeshivos.

In an article in The Jewish Ob-
server {Feb. "77) a decade and a half
ago, Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president of
Agudath Israel of America, analyzed
the New York Federation budget for
fiscal 1976-77. The slogan during
those years proclaimed that a contri-
bution to Federation would guaran-
tee “Jewish survival.” Yet, the funds
earmarked for education only rose
from 5.5% of the total allocations to
6.1% during the initia! year of that
campaign. In the fifteen years since,
the proportion tagged for Torah echu-
cation has hardly reflected the ur-
gency of making it priority one on the
agenda.... If the current tragic situa-
tion represents the fruits of having
tried to guarantee “Jewish survival,”
what will “Continuity” produce?

At the General Assembly,
Shoshana Cardin, ouigoing chair-
man of the Conference of Presidents
of Major Jewish Organizations, was
foremost in advocating learning and
experiencing Judaism as the first
step toward that goal. This certainly
is encouraging.

Cardin, however, is now assuming
the presidency of CLAL (the Center
For Learning And Leadership}, Rabbi
Irving Greenberg's organization
which preaches pluralism of the
broadest sort. According to a JTA
syndicated article by Larry Yudelson,
“Int the light of those events [Holo-
caust and the State of Israel],
Greenberg came to believe that a new
era in Jewish History had begun, and
the old divisions between Orthodox
and Reform, religious and secular,
made little sense.”—Jewish Week,
Feb. 26, "93. Not only does Greenberg
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treat Reform and Conservative clergy
with respect, he met with the Dali
Lama angd expressed admiration for
his spiritualityl

The fact that Ms. Cardin orches-
trated the study-ins and Torah lec-
tures that spiritualized the GA, using
Greenberg-directed CLAL personnel,
gives us pause. The same approach is
being planned for executive-level
teach-ins across the country. Is a
CLAL-directed awareness the starting
point for a Torah-based continuity?

» The New York Federation has ap-
pointed Dr. John Ruskay, vice- chan-
cellor of the Conservative Jewish
Theological Seminary, to chair the
task force planning its Continuity
prograrm.

Unfortunately, his understanding
of spirituality is even further afield
than one might think. His views are
cited in an article in MetroWest Jew-
ish News last year {Jan 16, '92),
which reported on Kripalu, a yoga
center in New England, that “Fills a
Void in Jewish Spiritualify.” Among
the 10 to 20% of the ashram’s resi-
dents and visitors who are Jewish,
the article says, is Dr. John Ruskay,
who is quoted as finding that the
“Kripalu can help deepen contempo-
rary Judaism.”

“Having visited the ashram twice,”
the report continues, “he [i.e. Ruskay}
found the ‘quality of the sacred |there]
to be present and accessible.”

A meaningful Continuity program
should uproot this type of spiritual-
ity from searching Jewish hearts, to
be replaced by a Torah-based spiri-
tual experience. Not according to
Federation’s view!

» The World Zionist Organization is
also cognizant of “the sobering real-
ity of the declining Jewish identity
facing Western Jewry especially
among the younger generation.. . [and)]
fully appreciate why Jewish Continu-
ity has become the by-word of North
American Jewish life.” This cbserva-
tion is from a letter signed by Uzi
Narkiss, Chairman of the Zionist Del-
egation to North America. The state-
ment goes on to say: “We believe that
by intensifying and broadening the
Israeli dimension in the lives of North
American Jewry, we can impact, sig-
nificantly, on the minds and hearts of
countless individuals and families.”
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March, therefore, has been declared
“Zionism Month” for the current year,
with special events to highlight the
Zionism connection.

Two questions: Does Zionism rep-
resent a desirable model! for continu-
ity? Further, can Zionistn do the job
by its own standards? Zionism was
created to solve The Jewish Problem
by substituting a conventional, land-
based nationalism for cur identity as
a Torah Nation, and judging by the
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terrible toll on loyalty to our principles
of faith and perpetuation of essential
Jewish existence that the Zionist
Movement has taken on our people,
Zionism has created its own set of
problems. {See Rabbi Sherer’s state-
mert.) These are our views.

But let the Zionist leaders ask
themselves: If “Zionism” refers to the
Israeli version, how suitable is the
model for Jewish continuity in
Armnerica? After all, amongst Israeli

THE PERFECT GIFT !

Ask your local bookstore for NN DTN
Tor information or orders, call {718} 339-6102

21




youth, Zionism is a code word for
head-in-the-clouds idealism. The
public schools—and its graduates, as
a result—do not have the remotest
awareness of the ideals associated
with settling the land flet alone the
sanctity of Torah and mitzvost}. Only
2% of the country’s population lives
on kibbutzim, and the kibbutzniks
are also restless. What, from all the
achievements of Israeli-brand Zion-
ismn circa 1993, is meant to be passed
on to our youth?

When the Federations

foresee the possible
disappearing of the
Jewish people, they don't
envision a shrunken
neshama; they see a
dried-up source of

checks and a crumbled

establishment.

The American model of Zionism 1s
one of financial support of the State
and lobbying for Israeli security. That
may be meaningful as far as it goes,
but how does that prevent assimila-
Hon or intermarriage? At best, it re-
inforces Zionist causes as an object of
charitable largesse. Besides, such in-
volvement is an outgrowth of “Jewish
identity,” but cannot be its generator.

It would seern, then, that the Jew-
ish community, as a whole, has
passed the stage of denial regarding
the intermarriage-dwindling num-

Rabbi Aryeh Schechter
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bers-disappearance crisis. Any group
worthy of the name “Jewish” has ex-
pressed concern for hemshech
hadoros, continuity. Each, however,
has its own understanding of what
Jewish existence is. And for the secu-
lar and Reform establishment, it
means accepting things as they are,
including intermarriage, as long as
the mixed couple and their families
somehow identify as “Jewish.” Thus,
each will map out its plans for assur-
ing this “continuity” on the basis of its
own sense of what the essential Jew
is: Torah, philanthropy, culture, Zi-
onisii, or some vague sense of spiri-
tuality. (See sidebar.)

While one and all might instinc-
tively rally ‘round the banner that
calls for safeguarding Continuity, we
are not all of one mind when it comes
to the slogan’s implications. We of the
Torah community must intensify our
efforts to support our own institu-
tions; no one else seems to have given
them priority on their Continuity
agenda. And then we must be pre-
pared to answer the challenge: “What
are you doing to save the rest of Kial
Yisroel?” As stated earlier, stanching
the hemorrhaging of Jews out of the
fold must be a matter of supreme
concern to us. To begin with, we must
do our utmost to represent Torah in
the most authentic (and thus attrac-
tive} manner possible, and bring its
message to the family next door, the
guy at the next computer station, the
clients we deal with cn a professional
basis. We must support—personally
and financially—organized efforts to
keep our brothers within the fold. Our
own families’ continuity is far from
adequate if it does not embrace the
rest of our people that are so threat-
ened with oblivion 1n. |
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Rabbi Hillel Belsky
i

Yitzchak, newly arrived from Rus-

sia, appeared at my office, bring-
ing regards from my daughter, who
was teaching in Kiev. Yitzchak had
been an active member of the shulin
Kiev, an important component of the
small religious cornmunity there.

During the same period, Chaim
had done some repair work in my
house. One day, he arrived with abag
of old religious objects whose func-
tions he didn’t understand, but to
which he seemed very attached: an old
kdiitel, a mended pair of tzifzis, and a
small book containing hand-as-
sembled clippings of numerous
prayers, He explained that they be-
longed to-his father-in-law, who had
recently passed away. He had been the
refigious leader in their town, and had
remained observant through ali at-
tempts by the Communist regime to
obliterate religion. Chaim spoke Yid-
dish with a fiair that made him proud,
and was very eager to learn meore
about the traditions of his people.

For Yitzchak and for Chaim, Con-
gregation Shearis Yosef was founded,
much in the same way that the Rus-
sian program in my school, Hanna

It was three days before Purim.

Rabbl Hillel Belsky, principal of Hanna Sacks Bais
Yaakov in Chicago, has written several articles that
have been published in The Jewish Observer, most
recently, “Rebbe™—a tribute to the late Rabbi
Shlomao Freifeld >w (Dec. 1990}.
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Sacks Bais Yaakov, was founded for
one student, We try to follow in the
footsteps of the Ribbono Shel Clam,
who created the world for one person.

e concept was a new one, fo

l educate Russian Jews by ex-

posing them to Bnei Torahwho
were willing to meet them at their
level. A committee was formed {o or-
ganize young Torah scholars to rotate
as the nucleus of the minyan. We
were confident that there were addi-
tional newly arrived Jews, besides
Yitzchak and Chaimn, who had inter-
est in Torah Judaism, who had per-
haps seen it in days long gone, or who
imagined there must be more than
they knew. Word spread and the
group grew in both directions — the
Russian Jews who were becoming in-
creasingly comfortable with their
talleisim, their Siddurim, and their
newly forming community, as well as
the Bnet Torah who were interested in
what was happening.

The interaction was fascinating.
Unlike other organizations servicing
the Russian Jews, who assume that
their frame of reference and socializa-
tion must remain Russian, we strove
to validate the experiences and con-
text of the Russian Jews. But they
had to constantly contrast, reconcile,
and integrate the American Jew's re-
ligious structure. Someone com-

mented on this with great anguish:
“You people are so sincere when you
pray. You have a base, a base upon
which: to construct, even when you do
not understand. I am a Russian man.
I have neither.” But from the corners
of their eyes and their hearis, they
began taking it in. With their tzitzis as
their uniform, they sensed their new
posture to the world. These are Jews
who had paid dearly for that appelia-
tion — in their jobs, in the universi-
ties, and on the street. Now, in free-
dom, they seemed ready to reap the
dividends.

osh Hashana approached,

and raised a series of di-
lemma. Would the formula

work under more challenging cir-
cumstances, as it had worked until
now? Would the Russian Jews come,
would they stay? Would they, in their
ignorance, distract the others on this
most serious day? Would the Bnel To-
rah relinquish their usual places of
tefilla? All the people who work
closely with Russian Jews advised us
to make alternative arrangements for
them. They assured us that although
they might come, they would not
know what to do and would not stay.
Butf by now, numerous unexpected
things had happened and we began
to wonder whether we had the right
to abandon the minyan for Yamim
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Noraim. In fact, the only thing of cer-
tainty was our inability to predict the
outcome.

A halachic inquiry won the assur-
ance that we must not disband the
minyan. Now the myriad problems we
had atternpted to avoid were uipon us.
I was encouraged by the initial re-
sponse, by everyone’s eagerness to
help. One young Torah scholar of-
fered to come both days. “Do you
think there is a better place to daven
Rosh Hashana?” His comment
helped me to stop feeling apologetic
for asking the American mispallelim
to leave their yeshivos and shuls.

{ kept thinking of Chaim, his new
tzitzis quite visible and a broad grin
on his face, as he recited Birchas
HaTorah; of Yitzchak, whose son was
now in Yeshiva and influencing his
family to grow with him. We raised
money for Machzorirm and held our
breath. Not knowing who would ap-
pear, we comforted ourselves with the
notion that the idea had merit. “A Yid
meez tun nit yfturda Jew must do, not
necessarily accomplish),” my Rebbe
used to say.

osh Hashana morning
R dawned. It seemed like a

sleight of hand, for suddenly
there were 110 people filling the
rocom. Men, women, and children.
The room and everyone in it pulsated
with a sense of purpose. No one came
and went; they all stayed and
davened, page by page, with rapt at-
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One day, Chaim
arrived with a bag of old
religious objects whose
functions he didn't
understand, but to which
he seemed very
attached: an old kittel, a
mended pair of tzitzis,
and a small book
containing hand-
assembled clippings of
numerous prayers. He
explained that they
belonged fo his father-
in-law, who had recently
passed away.

tention. We had succeeded; now we
were a real rinyar.

As Yom Kippur neared, I an-
nounced that it is better not to wear
leather shoes. One day, 1 was driving
horne and spotted Htzik and Clara, an
elderly couple, waiting for the bus. ]
offered them a ride, and when we
neared their destination, they told me
they were going to the shoe store: “Mir
darfen koifen synteticatwe must buy
syntheties).” Noone wore leather
shoes to Kol Nidre.

Succos. Suddenly, Yitzchak and
Chaim were puiting up a succa that
had been donated. Around the
crowded table, we talked about the re-
lationship of Yom Kippur to Succos: of
teshuwa, of the Clouds of Glory, of the
concept of the far coming near, of sur-
render. We sang, not only the usual
zemiros fransliterated into Russian,
but Yitzchak’s favorite niggun — “Min
hameitzar korosi Kah{from narrow
straits I call to G-d}.”

s we were leaving the succa,

Gershon approached me, pri-

vately. “I want to be from those
far away people who come near. But
my father was a Communist and he
did not keep the Traditions. I want to
be like all Jewish men,” he blurted in
his faltering English.

Gershon’s bris, which took place
immediately after Succos, thrust him
into the center of Jewish life. “I am
complete Jew,” he would mutter, as
if he needed to hear these words in
order to believe them himself. It was
a celebration for him, especially to
carry the name of his grandfather,
who had been the last link in the
chain of tradition. “I thought about it
for a long time,” he said."Even in Rus-
sia. Bui the synagogue made it hap-
pen. I couldr’t hold the Torah when |
know what it says about people who
do not have bris.” The thin satin kippa
he owvmed troubled him. “There must
be other kippas. This seems to be for
people who only wear it once a year,”
he said, insisting to wear the worn
velvet kippa that I had in my pocket.
Tefillin and davening followed, as well
as Torah learning. Then came the ul-
timnate struggie: “In Russia, I was a
peaceful man. 1 lived a quiet and
happy life. Good job, lots of friends.
Now I am confused. I will never reach
your level.”

Simchas Torah brought visiting
Yeshiva bachurim to our minyan who
discovered that Russian Jews knew
how to express themselves in dance.

NOW
AVAILABLE
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da told me that I do not under-
Astand what we are giving
them. They can get all their
needs met elsewhere, she explained.
“But for Jewishkeit, they must come
to you.” Ada did not enjoy praying in
Russian. She preferred to sit beside
my wife, putting her ear next to my
wife’'s mouth. “I want to know how it
sournds,” she said. She wanted to hear
the authentic sounds of tefilla. When
the shofar was blown, there were no
barriers between our new friends and
us. The tekios are not verbal and re-
quire no prior learning. They are the
authentic sounds of the Jewish souls,
and enable all Jews to respond to
them on an authentic soul-level.
Pinchas was eating a seuda at my
house. In perfect Yiddish, he told me
that he remembers his father putting

These are Jews who had
paid dearly for that
appellation — in their
jobs, in the universities,
and on the street. Now,
in freedom, they seemed

ready to reap the
dividends.

on a tallis and his mother lighting
Shabbos candles, “doing everything
Jewish.” Until they were killed by the
Nazis, when he was six years old. He
was raised in an orphanage in Rus-

sia, but he never took a Russian
name. Pinchas the Jew never let go of
these early memories, despite the
pressures to forget.

Chaim Leib did not read from the
transliterated berachos we had pre-
pared for him. He remembered how
to read Hebrew. Grinning, he would
tell everyone that he had not seen a
Jewish book in fifty-five years, but he
still remembered. One Shabhos, he
told me that his bed-ridden wife kept
asking him to bring home cholent
from the synagogue. After Shabbos, 1
took some over. Her father had been
a Ravand she found it almost beyond
belief that Chaim Leib was davening
now. Several weeks later, I noticed
that he no longer ate cholent at the
minyan. “My wife makes it now,” he
explained proudly.

A DIVISION or-"‘?‘ '
AWATH ASRAEL
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Their memories, the etchings on
their souls, the indelible impressions
are emerging. The Torah has that
power, we are taught. It protects
be’idna d'asik bei ube'idna d’lo asik
bei — when we are engaged in it and
when we are not; the Chanuka lights
that burned after the oil was gone, the
broken Luchos that travelled with the
Jews in the desert. The old man who
has forgotten his learning must be
accorded the same Torah honor as
before, and I feel that we are witness-
ing in these people the collective etch-
ings that had become dormant. They
have stories to tell: of waiting all night
on line for matza, of mezuzos hidden
in doorposts, of fathers and Zaidas
who were Rabbanim and Chazzarnim.
It is a she'aris hapleita, 2 new leve] of
holocaust survivor. Many of these
families were decimated by Hitler be-
fore they fell into the clutches of
Stalin. Ulai yerachem she’aris
Yosef... laksa b'kiflayim, smitten
twice, they finally breathe free. In
words and deeds, the spark of what
they once knew is permitted at last to
be rekindled.

sions on the Parsha are much
deeper. When my Russian trans-
lator moved away and [ was forced to

I’c is almost a year now. The discus-
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speak in Yiddish, ! was informed by
many that in Russian synagogues
only Yiddish was spoken. Indeed, 1
find that for Russian Jews, Yiddish is
the language of the soul. A sense of
connectedness is strong within me. I
am only two generations removed;
some of these people are from cities
near where my grandparents lived.
What if they, too, had remained? 1
give honor to their experiences. I ex-
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plain them in the language of the To-
rah, the bush that would not be con-
sumed - the eternity of the Jew, even
as he witnesses his darkest mo-
ments. They know what I mean, even
more than { do.

I do not underestimate the impact
of the Communist rule, nor how
much time and love it will take to
heal. 1 struggle not to cherish unreal-
istic expectations for the future. But,
at the same time, | am a strong be-
liever in the truth and power of the
moment. There is “Who will ascend
the mountain of G-d ...” (Tehillim
24.3) and then there is “who may
stand in the place of his sanctity?”
{ibid}. There is reaching, there is
achieving, and there is maintaining,
each independent of each other.  amn
also humbled by the reality of how
long it took to build Torah in this
country—something we tend to forget
now that we have made such impres-
sive inroads. To work with this new
conmumunity requires a particular fo-
cus: to live in the moment and to trust
it, to be willing to make great efforts
and invest heavily, without the need
for tangible results. It is, perhaps, the
biggest nisayon we have faced in
Kiruw Rechokin, and 1 feel less than
adequately equipped. As always, 1
pray for help. n
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Dr. Meir Wikler

]

A Plea To Divorcing Parents For Compassion For Their Children

ACCEPTING REALITY

s has been openly acknowl-

edged in these pages, “Eventin

Torah observant circles, mari-
tal problems are increasing—a fact il-
lustrated by the growing incidence of
divorce in Orthodox families.” ("Books
on Marriage,” JO, June '89)}

To be sure, we must do what we
can to prevent divorces when they
threaten, but we must also be pre-
pared to face the consequences of di-
vorce if it does oceur.

When a couple finalizes their deci-
sion to divorce, whether by mutual
consent or as a result of the advers-
arial process of a din Torah, the rmar-

Dr. Wikler is a psychotherapist and family coun-
setor in private practice. His book. Bayis Ne'eman
b'Yisrael: Practical Steps to Success in Martiage
was reviewed in the June "89 issue of JO.
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riage may be dissolved but the two
principals are by no means finished
with each other. The get (hill of di-
voree), must be written and executed,
and joint property must be divided.
These may take weeks, months or

From dll the research of
the social scientists, one
consensus emerges: the
ones who suffer most from
divorce are children.

even years to complete. depending
largely upon the willingness of both
sides to cooperate and compromise.
If a spirit of hostility prevails, how-

ever, the process of finalizing these
arrangements can drag on indefi-
nitely,

Besides the get and properly
seltlements, questions of child cus-
tody and visitation must also be ad-
dressed. Again, the attitudes of both
sides will determine whether these
questions will be resolved smoothly
and quickly or whether they will trig-
ger friction and heartache. Soclal sci-
entists have perhaps spent more time
studying divorce and its aftermath,
than any other social phenomenor.
From all the research, one consensus
emerges: the ones who suffer most
from divorce are children.

This article will nol. categorize the
full range of psychological and emo-
tional consequences for children
when their parents divorce. But one
point cannot be emphasized enough;
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The emotional fali-out of divorce for
children is magnified intensely when
the conflict and bitterness of the un-
successful marriage enter into the
custody and visitation arrangements.

THE "“WHY?": CHILDREN'S
SUFFERING FROM THEIR PARENTS'
DESTRUCTIVE BEHAVIOR

ese parents cbviously do not

get along with each other, but

A. why must they destroy the
lives of their children by using cus-
tody and visitation as the new batile-
ground on which to act out their hos-
tilites? Why can’t parents agree, at
least, to act in a way that is in their
children’s best interests? The follow-
ing pages will outline the destructive
behavior referred to—based on the
author’s clinical experience in treat-
ing children of divorce and conduct-
ing child custody evaluations for batei
din and family court—which has be-
come prevalent evert in the Torah
community. Since mothers and fa-
thers are equally to blame for these

violations of common sense, decency
and civility, the neuter term “parent”
will be used.

By-passing Torah law: One parent
may try to circumvent the process of
a din Torah by initiating a legal action
in a secular court in the belief that
{sihe will receive a better arrange-
ment. Uniess such action is approved
by a halachic authority, this parent
could be violating the severe prohibi-
tion against bringing a fellow Jew be-
{ore arfca’os {a secular court).
Fanning the adversarial flames:
When the venue has been determined
for resolving the custody and visita-
tion issues, one parent may try (o fan
the adversarial flames by hiring the
toughest, most aggressive advocate,
whether it by a toayn in a din Torah,
or a lawyer in court. Either way, the
intent is, clearly, to demolish the
other side, rather than to mediate or
arbitrate a mutually acceptable
agreemernit. Rabbonim as well as di-
vorce-mediation attorneys can re-
solve differences peacefully. But
when one parent hires a “top gun,”
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then only fireworks, anguish and as-
tronomical legal fees can follow.

False accusations: Driven by the
most noble motivation, a parent may
feel (s)he “deserves” custody of the
children, so (s)he is moreh hetter (as-
sumes an imagined halachic man-
date) to deliberately distort or falsify
the facts. Thus, during the din Torah
or in court, one parent may fabricate

Most unfortunately,
some parents use their
children as sounding
boards for their pent-up
resentments and
frustrations. The children
become captive
audiences with nowhere

to hide.

stories of substance abuse, criminal
behavior, mentat illness or even child
abuse.

Once abuse has been alleged, the
court may have no other means of
verifying the accusation other than to
question the child. The child under-
stands only too well that his or her
testimony will hurt one, or even both
parents, thus running the risk of re-
jection and alienation from at least
one parent-—the last thing any child
of divorce needs. Children who un-
dergo such a traumatic ordeal often
develop symptoms of anxiety, depres-
sion, or both, which can remain long
after the case has been settled.

THWARTING THE AGREEMENT

nce custody and visitation

have been determined, some

parents thwart, undermine
and disregard both the spirit and the
letter of the agreements, again to the
detriment of the children.
Frustrating the schedule: Daily and
weekly routines are more easily
maintained when visitation sched-
ules are honored faithfuily. More im-

The Jewish Observer, March 1993



L

portantty, children can learn to ad-
just to the predictable visits of the
non-custodial parent.

But when the schedule is not hon-

ored, routines are upset, children are
disappointed, and instability has
been injected into the lives of people
who have already suffered lengthy
periods of crisis. For example, one
parent may arrive late to pick up the
children or not show up at all. An-
other parent will not have the chil-
dren ready to be picked up at the ap-
pointed time. One parent may leave
the children at a different address
than was previously agreed upon or
will be out of town. Another parent
will arrive at the wrong time or day of
the week and insist on seeing the chil-
dren. Some parents have even gone
to a yeshiva or a Bais Yaakov to see
their children when this was not
agreed to in advance. The children
then are so disrupted that it is virtu-
ally impossible for them to learn
properly. The yeshiva personnel are
also disturbed by this intrusion,
which can affect the entire school.
Using the children as spies: Some
parents maintain an unheaithy curi-
osity about the private affairs of their
ex-spouses. They want to know ev-
erything their ex-spouses do, whom
they speak to, how they occupy their
time.... So whenever the children re-
turn from visitation with the other
parent, they pump their children for
information, sometimes in a round-
about fashion, at other times more
directly. Either way, the children un-
derstand why these questions are be-
ing asked, and they literally hate be-
ing placed in this no-win position. As
aresult, they feel so much stress that
they often develop physical ailments
such as sleeplessness, enuresis,
headaches, irritable bowel syndrome,
nausea and even ulcers.
Utilizing children as allies: Some
children, especially older teenagers,
may simply refuse to report {o one
parent about the other. But there are
still other ways for parents to embroil
their children into the parental con-
flict, in spite of the children's efforts
to remain neutral.

Most unfortunately, some parents
use their children as sounding
boards for their pent-up resentments
and frustrations. The children be-
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come captive audiences with no-
where to hide. These parents will find
every opportunity to disparage their
“ex's” in front of their children. Once
again, this is always done Usheim
Sharnayim, to warn the children as to
“what kind of person the other par-
ent really is.” These parents violate
the laws of lashorn hora, rechilus and
motzi sheim ra all within the same
conversation. They will quote their ex-
spouses out of context, bring up inci-
dents from years past, and reveal
whatever they can to discredit their
ex-spouses in the eyes of their chil-
dren. Their stated motive is “to set the
record straight.” Their real objective
is to hurt their ex-spouses and retali-
ate for all past and current injustices.
But their ullirnate achievernent is to
inflict psychological damage on their
children, which can require years of
psychotherapy to undo.

This last point begs for elabora-
tion. Almost as much as they require
air and water, all children need to feel
loved and accepted by both parents.
Even when a child is orphaned, (s)he
can derive enormous comfort from
the memory of having been loved and
accepted by the now-deceased par-
ent. When parents divorce, a child
normally feels that his parents’ love
and acceptance has been challenged,
and he will typically reach out for and
demand more reassurances of love
and acceptance from both parents.

When one parent disparages the

other in front of the child, that parent
is in effect telling him: If you love me
and want me to love you, you mustre-
pudiate your other parent. This mes-
sage need not be stated, but it is al-
ways implied, as if that parent were
asking: Whose side are you on?
Eventually, all children placed in
such a double bind do choose one
parent over the other. But after hav-
ing done so, they are usually left with
residual guilt feelings that can resutt
in social isolation, shyness, poor con-
centration in the yeshiva, fearfulness,
poor appetite, depression, and evern,

somewhat) the destructive impact of
that criticism. For example, the par-
ent who may disparage the other will
at other times be supportive and ex-
press appreciation or kindness.
Such opportunities do not exist for
farnilies of divorce.

FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS
inally, the divercing couple
must also resolve financial
questions, such as the distri-

bution of assets and the determina-
tion of alimony and child-support

Their stated motive is, “to set the record straight.”
Their real objective is to hurt their ex-spouses and
retaliate for all past and current injustices. But their
ulimate achievement is to inflict psychological
damage on their children, which can require years of

psychotherapy to undo.

challila, suicidal thoughts.

True, event married couples, un-
fortunately, can and do disparage
each other in front of—or to--the
children. This is also unhealthy for
the same reasons. But an intact fam-
ily structure offers many opportuni-
ties to modify somewhat (if only
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payments. Unfortunately, these
questions can also serve as a handy
battleground for old conflicts. Once
again, the target is always the ex-
spouse, but the ones who are hurt the
most are the children. Once again,
both fathers and mothers are equally
at fault. And once again, we must ask
why parents can have so little com-
passion for their own children!

For example, a father may refuse,
“forget,” or simply delay making his
agreed-upon support payments. He
may even acknowledge his obliga-
tions but claim that his business has
suffered a set-back. If his claims are
valid, he cannot be expected to pro-
vide that which he does not have. But
ifhis claims are distorted, he may not
only succeed in causing his ex-wife to
suffer, but his vindictive stinginess
may also cause his children to be de-
nied a new outlit for Yom Tov, a trip
to summer camp, or even an occa-
sional ice cream cone. The children
will certainly survive, but if they were
accustomed to a higher standard of
itving, this unnecessary material dep-
rivation will serve only to heap addi-
tional shame and disappointment on
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top of that which already exists as a
result of the divorce itself.

A mother may also try to “punish”
her ex-hushand, by repeatedly drag-
ging him into court to renegotiate the
alimony and child-suppori agree-
ment. She might claim that the prior
agreement was inadequate for her
and the children’s needs, or that her
husband is now earning considerabty
more money than he did at the time
they signed the agreement. if the
claims are valid, she has every right
to renegotiate. But if not, she will hurt
her children much more than her ex-
husband.

The children will especially suffer
if their mother’s vindictive greed re-
sults in their loss of contact with their
father. When alimony and child sup-
port payments become too burden-
some or court hearings too frequent,
many fathers decide that in spite of
how much they would like to see their
children, it is just not worth the
hassle. In effect, they trade in regular
visitation for relief from financial flag-
ellation, with the children becoming
the greatest losers.”

" See “Visitation and the Noncustodial Father™ by
Mary Ann P. Koch and Carol R. Lowery ([Journal of
Divorce, Winter 1984).

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

en any couple finds their
differences so unreconcilable
that they must divorce, the

tragedy is so profound that the
mizbei'ach in the Beis Hamikdash
sheds tears (Gittin 90b). But why
must the tragedy of divorce be com-
pounded by the senseless and inhu-
man traumatization of the chiidren?

We can only assume that the per-
petrators of the injustices outlined
here were s0 emotionally imprisoned
by passionate resentment for their ex-
spouses that they failed to compre-
hend the full impact of their behavior.
Hopefully, this article will open their
eyes, and the eyes of others-—friends,
parents and other relatives—who be-
come partisans in the Wars of the Ex’s,
when they recommend such damag-
ing tactics of reprisal.

In short, the feelings of hostility
may be justified. But using children
as a weapon or as a battleground is
totally indefenssible.

Let us try to eliminate the need for
any couple to divorce. Buil as long as
there continue to be new “ex’s” in our
community, let their treatment of
their children no longer provoke us to
exclaim, “Why?! ]
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REVIEWING BETWEEN
THE LINES

h, how | would wish to have

an offer, an opportunity, to

write a weekly column of
“memories, hopes, dreams, realities,
and other little pieces of life!” For writ-
ing is a way of “setting things straight,
of getting things into perspective, of
keeping reins on fear and panic, of
confrontation,” of capturing joy and
sorrow. And if that longing would ma-
terialize, there would be one more se-
cret dream that I would cherish—that
the reader would not only see the pa-
thos, the humor, the irony, the wit,
captured in the weekly vignettes of
life, but somehow glimpse deeper
“Between the Lines” and discover the
pristine neshama shining through’
the myriad words.

For Anna Gotlieb, as long as she
could remember, words took on a life
of their own. Words had power. Words
pushed their way inito her conscious-
ness “from brain to mouth to pen or
typewriter or computer,” into weekly
newspaper columns, finally emerging
into this charming, very readable,
book—seemingly light on the surface,
but must be read between the lines,
as well.

This book, Between the Lines, by
Anna Gotlieb, {(C.1.S. Publishers,
Lakewood, N.J., $22.95) captures, in
chronological order, her trials and
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tritnalations in being a single parent,
her pain, her panic, her anger, her
frustration, her self doubt, and her
self encouragement, her redemptive
second marriage and her falling in
love with Yiddishkeit.

In the Forward, Anna Gotlieb de-
scribes herself as wife, mother, and
writer.

Wife — we know very little of her
first failed marriage, but we celebrate
with the tikkur?, the hopefulness in-
herent In a second chance.

Mother — her sensitivity and wis-
dom, her humility and exhilarating
awe, bring new glory to that currently
somewhat tarnished title,

Writer — she writes with a fresh-
ness, with warmth and honesty, with
an uncanny power of transforming
the ordinary, familiar, inconsequen-
tial aspect of every-day life into a
Mussar Shmuess which makes you
laugh and cry and introspect.

Her secret magic is the wonderful,
genuine, sensitive, human being
Anma Gottlieb is, constantly growing
and becoming.

As she writes in the parable, which
is her Epilogue, driving through the
journey of her life, her children sitting
in the back seat of her car, chanting
the refrain, “Are we there yet? How
long is it gonna take, Ma? Is it gonna
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take long?” Dispensing goodies, con-
soling with songs and stories while
watching the signposts and land-
marks along the way, she hears the
chanting refrain, “Mommy, are we
ever going to find the place?” And fi-
nally after the long journey, after ail
the losts and founds, she answers
resolutely, “We'll make it. Don't worry.
I know where I'm going.”

Shoshana Perr

Mrg. Perr, a frequent contributor to these pages,
is Program Director of Camp Bnos in Liberty, NY,
a counselor and therapist with Torah Umesorah
Conterforce Program. and is currently in private
practice.

SPECIAL CHILDREN, SPECIAL
CIRCUMSTANCES

Child Like That, by Rivka
Walburg (Feldheim Publish-
ers, Monsey, 1992, $13.95).
Mrs. Walburg addresses a painful
situation with insight, compassion
and honesty: one of her children was
different and needed special atten-
tion. Rather than ignore his develop-
mental delays, she is spurred on to
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provide “Shimmy” with the education
and support needed for him {o reach
his maximum potential as a produc-
tive human being, and to appreciate
his rich Jewish heritage. She shares
with the reader her angstand embar-
rassment as she is shunted through
batteries of tests, doctors’ offices and
school corridors, unti} finally she is
impelied to start her own religious
school for the handicapped, to in-
clude her son. She confronts the situ-
ation without being overly sentimen-
tal or pedantic, recording the journey
she traversed as she learned to accept
her son’s limitations, all the while be-
coming more assertive and self-trust-
ing. The reader is amazed and proud
of this young mother {ostensibly, like
any of us} who learned not only to ac-
cept the will of the Creator, but to
grow, herself, as direct consequence
of "her situation.”

This book offers hope and encour-
agement to parents and educators
alike. As Mrs. Walburg points out, al-
though some children may have spe-
cifie difficulties, they are children
with difficulties, not “difficult” or “dis-

abled” children. She urges parents to
trust their instincts, and accept all
our children as true “gifts from G-d,”
and implores the broad public to be
better informed; both will then more
easily accept and reach out to chil-
dren with learning disabilities.

book of similar genre is My

Special Brother by Rena

Schiff (CIS Publishers, Lake-
wood, NJ., 1991, $14.95 h.c, $11.95
p.b.} This book is written in diary
form and succinctly spans some
twenty-seven years of a family’s his-
tory. It poignantly records the difficult
decision made by a couple with five
children and the way this choice has
enriched all of their lives... because
“Leibish” is a special boy.

We first meet Rochelle, age eleven,
several weeks before the birth of her
new sibling. She shares with the
reader the news of the discovery of the
baby having Down Syndrome, and
details the difficulties that ensue in
the first years, as the family learns to
accept, live with and adapt to the con-
stant demands placed upon them.

Make the Seder more
meaningful with any of
Artscrolls classic Haggadahs.
15% off list price of any
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Leibish matures and grows into a
young man whose kindness and gen-
erosity endear him to all.

The hashkafa and other lessons
imparted in this book are clear: every
Jewish child is special. Never dis-
qualify someone because of your own
limitations in understanding his
place in the world. If reading this book
reminds one of each person’s connec-
tion {o the Creator, then it cught to be
mandatory reading,

not seem like it at first glance)

by Miriam Adahan [Feldheim
Publishers, N.Y. 1992, $22.95) offers
us the perspective (and tools) to view
everything that happens as a Heav-
enly gifi, taitor-made to bring cur hid-
den potential into actuality. This re-
alization can endow painful evenis
with meaning and inject more spiri-
tuality into one’s life.

Hopelessness and pain can set in
with the advent of life’s myriad un-
pleasant situations, or the inner
battles between our two inclinations,
or the blows of family disharmony.

It’s All A Gift {although it may

Each threatens a person with spiri-
tual paralysis. The choice one must
deal with, Mrs. Adahan argues, is be-
tween feeding one’s godly or ungodly
side. Through judicious exercise of
bechira {as Rabbi Nachman Bulman
notes in his preface to the book], one
can overcome despair. This book is
devoted to teaching the tools for
changing one’s perspective on events.
When one reframes an event, which
at first may have seemed ahsurd or
meaningless, one can then view it as
an opportunity from which to grow
despite any inherent residual pain.
The book provides the reader with
a valuable Torah road map through
the vicissitudes of life. One learns
how to face disapproval with dignity,
to work out solutions with children,
and to break the chronic cycle of bad
habits, bitterness and anger. The
book’'s headings are catchy, and the
conients illuminating, replete with
telling anecdotes, as well as insights
from Chazal and Gedolei Yisroel.
People familiar with the EMETT
method will gratefully acknowledge
this volume as the quintessential

book of this approach to dealing with
some of life’s more difficult situations.

een Esteem—Parents,
friends, siblings and you, by
Sarah Chana Radcdliffe,
{Feldheim Publishers, NY, 1992,
$14.95). Mrs. Radcliffe offers various
coping {ools towards positive thinking
and finding happiness. She calls them
“positive power tapes.” She focuses on
real-life concerns and the typical di-
lernmas faced by {eens, such as deci-
sion making, accepting parental lim-
its, and iiving with critical siblings. She
instructs by highlighting a scenario
and explaining how things can hap-
pen the “wrong way,” and then, the
“right way.” This is a readable and
straight-forward book. A teen will at
once identify with the examples, see-
ing him- or herself in similar }ife-situ-
ations. As a by-product of pursuing
this approach, the readers can gain

empathy for their fellows,
Lisa Herman

Mrs. Herman, a teacher of English in a Brooklyn
Bais Yaakov high school, occasionally reviews
books in The Jerwish Observer,

To order a set of Rav Shimon Schwab's Hagaday Shiurim,
please complete the form and return it to:

Yeshiva R.5.R. Hirsch, Hagadah Tapes

..... these Hagadah tapes will help

How are these Hagadah tapes
different from all other tapes”

* These tapes contain special shiutim on the
Hagadah given by the incomparable
Rab Shimon Schwab, shlita.

* On all other tapes you will listen to only a one hour tape, on these
special tapes you will receive two hour-long tapes.
¢ Other tapes may just come plain, these tapes come in a beautiful
and sturdy case, suitable for travel or gift giving.
* All other tapes may help you review
you prepare for your seder in a relaxed and easy manner.

[] Endlosed is my check for $18 payable to Yeshiva RSR Hirsch
Please charge my [_] Visa or |_] MasterCard

Card # Expiration Date
100 Bennett Avenue, New York, NY 10033
(You can fax your order to us at 201-333-1541) Signature
Name
Al! tapes ordered by March 26th, guaranteed Address
to be delivered before Pesach!
City State Zip
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THIS PASSOVER GIVE THE
GREATEST GIFT YOU CAN OFFER:

or a young Israeli

mother living on

the fringes of
poverty, another preg-
nancy can sometimes - children be born in
seem like too much to Israel. When we think
bear. Just One Life, Nefesh Achat ’ about the 30,000 abortions performed
B'Yisrael, helps mothers choose life for That S exaCtlY What annually in Israel, we know we could

their children by helping them through the JllSt One Life Offel'S. help thousands. But we need your help.
short term economic and psychologi-

With the help of
concerned people like
you, Just One Life has

helped over 600

On the average, mothers receive

cal “crunch” that often accom- financial aid equivalent to $1,800 | Just One Life
panies an unexpected preg- throughout their pre- and posi- | 1 Fast 33rd Street, New York, NY 10018
nancy. For those who need it, partum periods. Eighteen Hora:abf;\rﬁhﬂ;a;n Pam
Just One Life stays with the hundred dollars — a hundred | gpinon 6lick, MD " Sw:; Adelsberg
family, following up to help times chai — for a chance fo e o™ Jack Forgash
them make bet-ter lives for give a Jewish child a life. Abraham Steinberg, M 1061 60id
themselves and their children. o, el S Hilel Weinberger

Sometimes all 2 young mother needs to H : Rabbi Macy Gordon Rabbi Matin Katz
get through the months of pregnancy and elp a Jewish mother Dot el Fecstios Vo Eresient
post-natal care is a small stipend tore-  choose life for a baby. Give i oot s s S0 omon Sharfan

place income lost during pregnancy and to Just One

recuperaton. Maybe she needs a artime 0 g0 g0r |1 AVEJUST ONE G 0 HELP A HOTHER GHOGSY 1% FOK ik iy, |
housekeeper {o heip with the chores, i Enclosed is my contribution of: I

E (1 $1,800 Opechild 03 $500 L) $100 03 $36 O $18 I
2 $1,000 [ $180 0O $50 L) $25 04 other

TUrRN A MOTHER’S cRY B

. STATE w
T 0 T EARS OF J OY L3 ¥ want to know more. Please send me information on Just One Life's important work in Israel.

Please send your tax-deductible contribution to:

THIS PASSO WR. Just One Life, 1 East 33rd Street, New York, NY 10018. Or call us at 212-696—007'{; o

This ad has been paid for by 2 friend of Just Onc Life, in memory of his devoted father, TV T2 12 R0 Unow




SECOND

LOOKS

Explosion on Tower One

at the World Trade Center

Some Thoughts the Morning After

hazal—the rabbis of the Tal- | taking first steps—each act is sancti-

mud—scanned the Jew's
daily arising from sleep, from
the first tenuous fluttering of an eye-
lid to his bold steps outdeors, and
crowned each gesture with a beracha,
an acknowledgment to the Creator for
bringing him as far as He did.
Hardly awake, he mumbles,
“Modeh ani—1 gratefully thank You
Oh G-d... for You have restored my
soul....” A few breaths later, he ac-
knowledges “Elokail Neshama—G-d!
The soul You placed within me is
pure... You breathed it into me, You
safeguard it... and will restore it to me
in Time to Come.”
And so, from opening eyes,
stretching of limbs, getting dressed,

fied with a beracha.

Living in a world enhanced by tech-
nological advancements, we seem
somewhat removed from direct con-
tact with the bounty G-d bestows on
us. Climate control in our homes
makes us less subject to the natural
extremes, and we resort to all-season
clothing, rendering “winter suits” su-
perfluous. And as for praising the L-rd
for “fulfilling all my needs” for walking
shoes, who walks? (We may jog, run,
and jump rope, but Henry FFord made
walking-as-a-means-of-getting-there
just about extinct.) So, do we thank
G-d for every breath of pure, fresh air,
for every step? It hardly seems neces-
sary, as long as the air-conditioner or

The Golden
Sounds of the
Original Pirchei
and JEP records

have been re-released on
quality cassette tapes!

Now available at all Jewish
book and record stores
individually or in reduced
price, 9 volume set.
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heating system is operating well, and
the car’s working,.

In the meantime, we become dis-
taniced from G-d as the source of all
the blessings that we do enjoy. We feel
neither the caress of soft breezes nor
the warmth of the sun, and get to
think that the light of day or simple
breathing is to be taken for granted.
As Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky 573t
commented when first arriving in
New York City, “The skyscrapers of
the city crowd out the Ribbono shel
Olam from our view of the heavens.”
We lead our lives by rhythms of our
own making and fail to attribute each
gesture, every step, to its initial
Source. Our morning blessings be-
come rituals rather than expression
of gratitude, sanctifying our lives.

Similarly, our longer trips and
journeys to other Jands have also be-
come routinized to the point where a
“good trip” is to be expected, and de-
lays (or worse) are, often as not, fail-
ures of technology. G-d’s presence is
felt during extraordinary circum-
stances, as “acts of G-d,” but not as
part of every departure and arrival.
Tefillas Haderech, with references to
protection from “bandits and wild
beasts™ Not a daily concern.

he shocking explosion in the

I subterranean garage of New
York City’s towering World
Trade Center, 12:18 p.m., Friday, Feb-
ruary 26, threw tens of thousands of
tenants of the building into chaos,
confusion, and on to the brink of des-
peration. Communication and elec-
tricity, for the most part, were out.
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31/3/83 15/4/83
A | FIAT UNO STING 150
8 | PEUGEOT 205 AC 182
¢ |PEUGEOT 309 1.4 224
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| ©7 ] PEUGEDT 405 1.6 260
M | MINIBUS FORD 455
A UTORA ARS + A
D [cHARADE 1.3 231
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F |APPLAUSE 16PS -] 322
G |SIERRA 1.8 420
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PER WEEK
UNLIMITED
MILEAGE
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800-938-5000
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CONFERENCE A MAJOR SUCCESS

The downfall of communism in the former Soviet
Union has brought afong with it a revival of
Yiddishkeit. While there is some form of Jewish
education in a few of the major cities, most of the
Jewish communities in Ukraine have, unfortunately,
no exposure to any form of Yiddishkeit. These
communities, thirsting for knowledge, have expressed
their commitment and desire to learn and return to
the wellsprings of Torah life.

Repregsentatives of B8 Jewish communities in Ukraine
met to discuss ideas and projects for the revival of
Judaism in their respective cities. BRabbi Yitzchok
Kulitz, Chief Rabhi of Yerushsiayim, headed a
delegation of Rabbonim from all over the world that
came to grace this conference.

fn  workshops that were held throughout the
conference, the Rabbonim offered Hatachic advice, in
particular, and Chizuk, in general, 1o all participants.
Among the impertant subjects discussed were the
establishment of Sunday schools and  evening
classes, Kashrus, Taharas HaMishpacha, the
establishment of new Jewish cemeteries, as well as
preservation of existing ones, and 2 Pesach
campaign.

An immediate result of the conference was the
heginning of an outreach program for cemmunities
that did not have any exposure to Yiddishkeit. Since
the canference, teachers and rebbeim from Kiev
visited Chmelnitzky, Shaepetovka, Rovno, and other
outlying areas to establish programs there. As a
giract outcome frorm this outreach effort, students
from smail towns are now darming in Kiev, under the
supervision of a Madricha, and for the first time ever
learning in a Jewish schoai.

At the end of the conference, the Rabbinical
delegaticn toured the Kiev Hebrew School and tested
the students. They were amazed at the high level of
tearning -- an par with schaols in Israel!

C/Lie/ /? aééi 0/ Uéraine

SECOND ANNUAL PURIM CONCERT
Last yedr, we staged 2 concert for the Jews in Kiev
Purim night. When close to 7,000 attended, we
krew we had started a tradition. This vear, a Purim
night concert starring Simcha Weber drew record
crowds again. To see thousands of Jews hearing
Megillah together in Kiev, is a sight never to be
forgatten.

KIEVY ALUMNI UPDATE

Alumni of the Kiev Habrew School are currently
studying in Mosdos HaTorah worldwide. Bais Yaakov
of Yerushalayim, Michlala, Bais Rochel of Monsey,
Bais Yaakov of Boro Park, Shaisheles, Nefesh
Acaderny, Beer Hagotah, Sinai Academy and BYA all
have high-school students from Kiev. In addition,
there are hoys from Kiev learning in Chaim Berlin, Ner
Israei, L'Zion Brina and Karlin Stokin, to name a few
Yeshivos, Af the alumnl are keeping up with the
wark splendidiy.

HELP IS NEEDED
Ar the 69th National Conventicn of Agudath Israel, !
urged the American Jewish community to help our
vital work in the former Soviet Union. The tragedy of
generations being lost to Yiddishkeit must stop!

Cur school is in desperate need of teachers. Anyone
wishing 10 volunteer, please call {718} 438-9399,

Food is scarce and kosher food is unobrainable here
in Uhraine. We must continua and expend our food
drives in America to ensure the Jews of Russia have
what to eal.

Calf Yad Yisroel at {718) 438-9399...

or write to 1552 39 St., Brooklyn 11218...
and tell us how vcu can and will get
involved in our Russian relief efforts.
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Noxious fumes spread through the
building. Stairways were dark, smoky,
threatening. Eyes stung, steps were
unsteady, breathing was labored. The
Twin Towers, monuments to man's
technelogical ingenuity and skills,
were traps. The climate-controlled en-
vironment and the high-tech ventila-
tion systems assured that those cap-
tured within would be sconer exposed
to the fumes, and not benefit from the
relief of the great outdoors.

Onone ofNew York’é all-news radio

" stations, the reporter was interviewing

the driver of a car {“Ralph”) that was on
West Street, adjacent to the WTC when
the explosion took place. A large sheet of
metal (from the door io the garage where
the bomb detonated} shattered the back
window of his car, fleww over the head of
his new-born baby nestled in the back
seat, and—scraping the driver’s shoul-
der—lodged into the dashboard.

Reporter: How do you feel, Ralph,
seeing that if the stab of metal were just
a few inches to the left it would have
Idlled you on the spot?

Ralph: I just thank G-d that I'm still
alive.

Reporter: Well, it's obuious that your
whole family is fortunate.... You must be
thanking your lucky stars!

Ralph: I'm grateful to G-d for saving
my life.

{As recalled, but not transcribed, from
the broadcast.}

At least one survivor of the blast
felt closer to G-d for being spared the
worst.

ometimes it takes a brush with

catastrophe to appreciate the

myriad niracles inherent in
daily “normal” function. Sometimes it
takes exposure to the immediacy of
terrorism io relate with the suffering
of our brothers overseas, who are
subject to the vagaries of “liberators’ ”
destructive whims. Sometimes it
takes soot-filled nostrils and lungs,
lurching steps down dark stairways,
and the failure of communication
systerns to prompt one to start the
day with “Modeh ani...” followed by
“Elokeai! Nesharna...” with a freshness
and eagerness and closeness to the
Creator that are genuine, heartfelt,
and exhilarating. ]
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ere have been some wornen on
I the fringe of Orthodoxy who
have expressed discontent
with their “back-seat” role in fefilla.
Instead of modeling their outpourings
of the nesharna after the private whis-
perings of Chana, mother of the
Prophet Shmuel, which merited to
serve as the paradigm of all tefilla,
they strive to experience igfilla in the
context of a commumity of women,
where they hope to experience more
immediate involvernent.

This may sound innocuous enough:
what could be wrong with communal
prayer? Actually, however, this ap-
proach involves scuttling the irreplace-
able opportunities for prayer offered in
a tefilla bitzibbur setting, which is only
possible in the presence of a bonafide
minyan of ten mature males; instead
they are opting for a make-believe imi-
tation. {This was examined in several
JO articles, including Yaakov Amitai’s
“Of Sanctity and Self-Expression,” Feb.
"85, anid Rabbi Yisroel Miller's “When
Feminists Demand, Can Judaism De-
itver?” Dec. "90.} In fact, the entire con-
cept of a Women's Prayer Service has
been roundly condemned from a num-
ber of forurns, including a strong state-
ment on the matter issued by five
Roshet Yeshiva in Yeshiva University's
Yeshivas Rabbeinu Yitzchak Eichanan,
as pursuing feminist goals rather than
splritual growth.

Generally, Orthodox women's
prayer groups have been limited to
Americans, and “The Women of the
Kotel" in Jerusalem (also composed

The Jewish Observer, March 1993

mostly of Americans). Recently, this
phenomenon has threatened to ap-
pear in London, as well, where the
Stanmore Community Synagogue’s
Board had narrowly voted in favor of
women’s services, subject to Chief
Rabbi Dr. Jonathan Sack’s approval.
The approval never came.

B2 HAT BOX

Introducing the LUXUS HAT
with a full line of
BORSALINO MADE IN ITALY
and
STETSON » PANIZA » DOBBS « HUCKEL
CAPUCC! HATS

100% Cotton Shirts $19.99

1938 New York Ave,
Brookiyn, NY 11210
(718) 951-9533

199 Rt. 59, Monsey,
NY 10952
{914} 352-9127
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ccording to the story in the

London Jewish Tribune (Feh.

4, '93}): “Chief Rabbi Dr.
Jonathan Sacks issued a ruling
firmly rejecting the idea of separate
women's services taking place on
Synagogue premises.” While Rabbi
Sacks did not condemn women’s
prayer groups meeting informaily
outside the Synagogue, he did state
that “format women-only services on
synagogue premises are not permit-
ted since the Synagogue is a place of
‘congregational worship’ and
womern’s prayer groups do not consti-
tute a congregation.” Along with his
statement, the Chief Rabbi published
an article, “Women and Prayer,”
drawing upon classic sources, in
which he states that allowing
women’s services would create “intol-
erable confusion,” and would “blur
the critical distinction between pri-
vate and public prayer.”

While the Jewish community in
Great Britain has been respectfuil of
tradition, with reluctance to accept
changes in forms of worship, the in-
fluence of feminism can be stronger
than minhag Yisroel among those
lacking a solid backgound in Jewish
life or study. It is {o be hoped that the
new Chief Rabbi will succeed in hold-
ing the line against the erosion of
halachic standards, while joining in
efforts to educate the large number of
his Jewish congregants who may be
sophisticated in worldly affairs, but
are barely literate in Torah values and
practices. With greater appreciation
for traditional forms and their sub-
stance, they will not be prey to liberal
experimeniation and tampering with
our hallowed, time-proven approach
to worship. ]

ORCHESTRAS

(718) 377-6627

Prominent New York
Torah Institution seeks

HIGH SCHOOL
GENERAL STUDIES
PRINCIPAL

for the coming school year.

Applications will be treated in full confidence.
Write to Box #364, c/o Jewish Observer,
84 William St., New York, NY 10038,
specifying qualifications, experience and
salary expectations.

Large Selection of:
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THE SIDDUR
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e are proud to present to the Torah
world, an incredibly unique Siddur.

E ere is a masterpiece that benefits from

state of the art technology and years of research
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Ideal for a truly meaningful gift

or call (718) 436-8238
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Our Fami

Cordially Invites Yours
to the Seder.

You're invited to enjoy the fruits of
an eight generation tradition.
Kedem Selections.
Because any member of our family
is sure to bring pleasure to yours.

KEDEM WINE COMPANY, NEW YORK, NY




LEARNING BIG LESSONS
FROM LITTLE GIANTS

Tape 1. Mishlei 6:6 - Go To Ants
Tape 2. BIG Lessons

Tape 3. The ANTidote for laziness
Tape 4. 11 Step Formula

Tape 5. ‘Emes’ from Ants

5 tapes on how to ANTicipate and
prepare in this ANTeroom for the
world to come, with aotes.

Send $36.00 to
Yeshiva Fund, Box 82, 5.1, N.Y. 10309

SIYUM FOR THE
man men
MISHNA YOMIT

Will take place Thursday night,
April 15, 1993 » 24 Nisan, 5753
at
Agudath Israel of Boro Park
4511 14th Avenue
Public is cordially invited,
prominent Rabbis will attend.
Write or call:

Rabbi Flias Karp

1880 471k St., Brooklyn, NY 11204
718-851-0770

In memory of Rabbi & Mrs. Charles Bat, Hartford, Conn.

Further Erosion Of Halachic
Standards in Israel

State of Israel, in 1948, Dovid Ben

Gurion issued a letter to the World
Agudah Organization containing
what is known as the Status Quo
Agreement, which was designed to
preserve specific religious features of
life in the emerging state. Amongst its
conditions was the vesting of control
of personal identity—marriage, di-
voree, and conversions—in the hands
of the rabbinate. Over the years, this
has been challenged and, in some
cases, whittled away. A cause celebre
several years ago was the case of

In advance of the founding of the

“Rabbi” Suzanne (a.k.a. Shoshanaj
Miller, a Reform convert from Boul-
der, Colorado, whose application for
identification papers as a Jew were
refused by Interior Minister Rabbi
Yitzchok Peretz. She brought her case
to the civil courts, where her petition
was granted——io be accepted as a Re-
turning Jew, with all attendant privi-
leges, under the Law of Return. In
protest, Rabbi Peretz resigned his
ninisterial post.

Now, the Reform Movement in Is-
rael has brought the erosion of
halachic standards one step further.
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Elsina Birach, a non-Jewish Dutch
volunteer at (non-religious) Kibbutz
Yagur, married a Jewish resident of
the kibbutz, and subsequently went
through a Reform conversion in Hol-
land. Now, the Birach family has re-
turned to Israel, where she petitioned
the court to have the Minister of Inte-
rior recognize her and her four-year-
old “converted” daughter as full-
fledged Jews. The Jerusalem District
Court decided in her favor. According
to Uri Regev, head of the Reform
movement's Religious Action Center,
in Jerusalem, this is a further step
toward granting recognition to Re-
form conversiong taking place in Is-
rael, since the woman in question
had previously been registered there
as a non-Jew, and now, subsegquent
to the Reform conversion, her status
has been upgraded,

Such incremental power gains by
Reform bring closer the day when Re-
form will be granted full legitimacy in
Israel. One cannot help but shudder,
when contemplating how many gen-
crations of Western European and
American Jews have been led over the
brink of kefira, total assimilation and
intermarriage, following the sirens of
Reform. There was a time when non-
religious Jews in Israel generally rec-
ognized that there was only one form
of religion—Orthodoxy. One either
was totally committed to Torah or one
vehemently rejected it—or perhaps
remembered it fondly. Reformn was a
non-contender. Attitudes are not as
fixed in the new generation—prima-
rily amongst olim from the former So-
viet Union. First, their ranks include
non-Jews married to Jews, and they
will welcome an easy entry into Juda-
ism via Reform conversion. Moreover,
others amongst them may be search-
ing for a genuine religious connec-
tion, and instead will find Reform be-
ing presented as an acceptable alter-
native. How tragic that, after genera-
tions of oppression and forced denial
of any Jewish experience, they should
be presented with a counterfeit,
granted legitimacy in the Jewish
Homeland to which they are return-
ing! How frightening that, in the fu-
ture, even in Israel, claims to being
Jewish, fortified by “official” docu-
mentation, may not be taken at face
value! |
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n last month’s issue, Yonason

Rosenblum analyzed the inher-

ent flaws in the electoral procedure
by which Israel's Chief Rabbis are se-
lected, and described the recent cam-
paign for the office—a campaign
marked chiefly by its ugliness. At the
samme time he noted that it was not im-
possible that a rabbi of stature and un-
questioned fealty to the Torah might
emerge from the process, and that
such a person would be situated todo
considerable good in the position.

The new Chief Rabbis have now
been selected: Rabbi Israel Meir
Lau as Ashkenazi Chief Rabhi, and
Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron as
Sephardi Chief Rabbi. While their se-
lection in no way vindicates the pro-
cess by which they were chosen—a
process which served only to further
lower the esteem of religious Jews in
the eyes of the secular public—there
is cause for hope that the new Chief
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Rabbis
will display
greater sensitivity to the chareidi
world and its needs..

Their election was made possible
by the fact that for the first time since
the founding of the State, the machin-
ery by which the Chief Rabhis are
chosen was not in control of the Na-
tional Religious Party (Mizrachi).
While the resulting openness of the
campaign and the bitterness of the
NRP at the sight of another traditional
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Electioneering in
the Holy Land:
. Selecting a

Chief Rabbi

liefdom slipping away led to a cam-
paign of unprecedented vicious-
ness, it at the same time made
possible the election of Chief
Rabbis not beholden to the
NRP. That in itself is
perhaps the major
cause of hope. Neither
Rabbi Lau nor Rabbi
Bakshi-Doron sub-
¢ scribes to the NRP ide-
ology, which imbues
the State itself with reli-
gious significance. As a con-
sequence, neither is likely to
view himself as an adjunct of the
State whose function it is to find
halachic solutions to the perceived
difficulties of the State, as opposed to
those of the nearly four million Jews
living within its borders.

In his acceptance speech, Rabbi
Lau in particular went out of his way
to express his appreciation to gedolei
Yisroel for their encouragement.
There is good reason to believe that
his words were not pro forma but
rather signal a genuine recognition
that it is to the gedolet haposkim that
he must look for guidance on the
many crucial halachic issues he will
no doubt confront. At the very least,
it was refreshing to realize that for the
first time in twenty years there is an
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi who does not
view it as his explicit task to serve as
a counterweight to the rabbinic lead-
ers of the chareidi community. It is
the chareidi community within which
both Rabbi Bakshi-Doron and Rabbi
Lau were educated, in whose yesh-
ivos their children study; one can
therefore reasonably expect its sensi-
tivities to be theirs. ]

‘ g,s‘?
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Two Letters.

...and a Response

WHY KNOCK DEVIANT GROUPS? |

To the Editor:

As an avid reader of The Jewish
Observer, | feel compelled to voice my
alarm over an emerging trend at your

fine publication.

Two articles appearing in the Sep-
fember 1992 issue and another two
in the October issue all shared a com-
mon theme—the discredit of other
“branches” of Judaism. And while it
may seem to be a positive effort, pub-
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lic disparagement of non-Torah Ju-
daism is a grave error.

In September, JO devoted an en-
tire page to quotations of Shutamit
Aloni. Why bother? Aloni is fast being
discredited in Israel’s secular circles
for her acerbity, belligerence, and cal-
lousness. By taking her diatribes per-
sonally and responding to them, we
admit that she damages us. We would
be better off ignoring her, dismissing
her statements as the harangues of a
bitter woman defending a lost cause.
That’s how Yitzchak Rabin sees it; so
should we.

If “Reform Judaism Comes to Mos-
cow” {Sep. '92) had been a call to arms
for American mechanchimto travel to
Russia before more Jews are lost to
false gods, I would commend its in-
clusion in your pages. But it seemed
more an effort to poke fun at the pa-
thetic state of Reform as it makes in-
roads in the former Soviet Union. We
dom’t need to read this.

In “Never Shall the Twain Meet”
{Oct. "92}), comments by David Novak
are contrasted () with a Baraisa in
Sanhedrin and the Rambarn. Is he re-
ally on that level? His remarks should
be thrown out, not held up to the light
of Torah for inspection.

In the same article, we are treated
to David Weiss Halivnii's Talmudical
distortions. Of what value is that?
There is no reason to defend the Tal-
mud against Halivni’s mendacity,
and by doing so, the prestige of the
Talmud is undermined.

“Hearken to the Voice of Youth”
(Oct. "92} asks Conservative Rabbi,
Jerome Epstein, rhetorically how
driving to shul on Shabbos can be
considered authentic Judaism. Why
the need to shiuch Jerome Epstein?
Clearly, Epstein has his own falla-
cious approach to, and understand-
ing of Judaism. Our in-your-face re-
sponse to his nonsense does nothing
to win him over, and reduces our pris-
tine position to the level of a
schoolyard brawl. No purpose is
served through this attack.

Asthe recent election season showed,
it is the candidate wheo is losing the race
who resorts to “negative campaigning”™;
the front-runner never stoops to mud-
slinging. He doesn’t need to.

This idea is highlighted in the Oc-
tober 1992 issue of Midstream, a
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secular Zjonist publication, in which

read ahead of me. | it was clear that Hashemhad created

writer Egon Friedler atiempts to pro-
mote Secular Humanist Judaism. In
his diatribe, eleven negative refer-
ences are made to Orthodoxy, con-
trasted against one mention each for
Conservative and Reform.

Within these attacks is an imnplicit
admission that we are the front-run-
ner. Deep down, Friedler knows that
his fight is with us, not the others.
Similarly, Conservative and Reform
rabbis are acutely interested in our
joining with them under “umbrella”
groups because {they too perceive that
their legitimacy hinges on being rec-
ognized by Orthodoxy.

‘This is why the aforementioned ar-
Heles are dangerous. By climbing into
the ring with Conservative and Re-
form—even as we seek to discredit
them—we nevertheless recognize
them. In this manner, our criticis—
which is always handed out in a sar-
donic tone—backfires. In the nine-
teenth century a response was nec-
essary to stop the hemorrhaging of
Jews from {radition. Butin 1992, that
is not the case. Frum Jews are not
enticed by Reform, Conservative, or
Secular Humanist Judaism,

To be sure, exposé-style articles
like “Who's Telling Stories to Your
Kids?" which warn against the infil-
tration of poisonous ideas into Judaic
literature, are vital. And there are
times when issues of halacha and
public policy must be addressed. But
such statements shouid be made
only by the Gedolei Hador.

The Jewish Observer, playing a
pivotal role as the voice of Torah
Jewry, must not belie its mission by
commenting on matters beneath its,
and consequently the Torah's, dig-
nity. Investing pages on attacks of the
anti-Torah establishment indicate a
fear, an insecurity on our part. There
are plenty of real issues to address.
There is nothing to be afraid of.

YISROEL EPSTEIN
Monsey, NY.

To the Editor:

Each month as | leaf through my
copy of the Jewish Observer, | lkmow 1
have a pleasant and enlightening
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One recurring topic, however,
leaves me wondering: Why is the J.O.
writing about the evils of Conserva-
tism once more, fighting that{ dated
battle yet again?

When [ was in high school, our
teacher would spend long sessions
portraying the emptiness of Bible
Criticism. We would sit, eyes glazed,
wondering why she felt it necessary to
speak of those antiquated attacks on
Torah. We were not tempted by their

i foolish ideas. Years later, | realized that

she was dealing with the challenges of
her generation...but not ours.

In my teenage years, we were be-
set with questions about the theory of
evolution versus creationn. We would
discuss the topic for hours. And in-
deed, our school provided many an il-
luminating speaker to help us in our
gropings.

When I became a teacher, the
theory of evolution held little interest
to my Bais Yaakov students. To them

the world, and all theories tothe con-
trary were irrelevant. But what did
evoke heat, was the role of women. 1
would spend hours inculcating my
tedmidot with pride and the sense of
vahae attached to being a Bas Yisroel.

Many years have passed. Today the
issue of a woman'’s role no lenger
seems at the forefront of my students’
concerns, Instead, my students seem
consumed with the desire to have the
good life. Thus 1look for opportunities
to offer joy and fulfillment through To-
rah ideals rather than maierial plea-
sures. And so to wonder yet again:
Why does the J.O. continue to fight the
old battles against the Conservative
movement? It would seem to belong to
a bygone era, not worth fighting.

A teacher must know which
nisyonos currently face his audience,
or he will lose his effectiveness as a
guide and an influence.

RIVKA SAMSON
Monsey, NY
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Editorial Response:

Pressing issues may be dissected
and the anti-Mesora implications of a
particular point of view may be ex-
posed, but the issues do not go away.
Moreover, non-Torah movements can
be dynamic and adaptive, and as-
sume fresh, challenging guises with
the passage of time.

Thus, The Jewish Observer is not
batiling the old, defeated forms of Re-
form and Conservative Judaism, any
more than Rabbi Samson Raphael
Hirsch in his time only battled
Abraham Geiger and his ideology. In
1850-60 Germany, he was quick to
challenge the deviations from Mesora
representted by Zachariah Frankel's
seminary in Breslau, and expose the
dangerous misrepresentations of
Graetz's History of the Jews, both of
which were far more subtle in their
distortions than were Geiger and
comparny.

The battles have not yet been
won. Reform and Conservatism

may be thrashing about in their
death throes, historically speaking,
but for the meantime they are here,
exercising much power, doing
much mischief. The Jewish
Observer's task, then, is to keep the
reader informed of the activities of
these groups, the better to recog-
nize them behind their facade of
propriety, the more effectively to
combat them, the more energeti-
cally to take initiatives to pre-empt
them, the stronger to warn others
against consorting with them. And
this is what we have been doing. To
cite some examples:

» The article “Reform Judaism
Comes to Moscow” details the follies
of the Reform junketeers, to convey
the emptiness of the Judaism they are
sowing there, sounding the alarm
against their growing success. More-
over, it does conclude with a call for
more Orthodox activities in the former
Soviet Union {see JO Sept. '92, p.34).

* We continue to focus attention on
the growing threat of Reform and
Conservative Judaism in the Isracli

context, where it has assumed a new
immediacy. Under the guise of “Pro-
gressive Judaism” and “Masorti{Tra-
ditional),” they are campaigning for
legitimacy. This would grant their
rabbis—male and female alike, of
course—official authority in Israel,
recognizing their spurious conver-
sions as genuine, their “marriages” as
marriages, their halachically invalid
divorces as divorces, and as a result
increase mamzeirimin Israel. Should
we not be alerted to this very active
threat?

They are being granted large sums
of money—vastly disproportionate to
their meager numbers, relative to
both Israelis who are Orthodox and
those who recognize the authenticity
of Orthodox Judaism—from both
government funds and Jewish
Agency funding from abroad. And
they are growing—from four Masorti
Congregations in 1972 {o 38 today,
from a single “Progressive” congrega-
Hon in 1948, to 20 today. They repre-
sent a growing threat to the author-
ity of halacha in Eretz Yisroel
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* The Fellowship of Traditional Or-
thodox Rabbis (FTOR), which in-
cludes members of good standing in
the Rabbinical Council of America,
has merged with the Union for Tradi-
tional Judaism—a group of rabbis
who have bolted from the Conserva-
tive movement, but are nonetheless
loyal to Conservative Doctrine, circa
1960. Professor David Weiss-Halivni,
who spent several decades in the
Jewish Theological Seminary, is the
recognized mentor of the UTJ; he also
has a following in some Orthodox
circles—his essays were published in
the RCA journal, Tradition, several
years ago, and recently participated
in a symposium sponsored by Ortho-
dox Bar Han University.

As stated in the article, it takes
more than rejection of Conserv-
atis’s most recent excesses of devia-
tion from halacha and emuna to
make someone a Maamin. And while
the Conservative Rabbinical Assem-
bly has seen fit to expel any members
who belong to the hybrid FTOR-UTJ,
the Orthodox RCA convenienily looks
the other way, in regard to its mem-
bers in the FTOR. This takes us be-
yond abstract discussions with
Halivni. It is a matter of exposing the
distance between his philosophical
outlock and belief in Torah MiSinai by
Orthodox criteria.... Such cross-de-
nominational flirtations should not
proceed unchallenged.

As this response is being prepared
for press—months after the article
under discussion was published—
the RCA has issued a statement call-
ing joint membership “incompatible.”
Does that mean “expulsion™? or just
“not proper™?

» Shulamit Aloni is not a cranky,
loud-mouthed outsider. She is a very
powerful force within the Israeli gov-
ernment, as Minister of Education
and Culture. She controls a bureau-
cracy that dispenses hundreds of mil-
lions of Shekalim and has the power
to influence the thinking and atti-
tudes—the basic hashkafa—of a mil-
lion Jewish children in Eretz Yisroel
Neither has she repented for her ir-
reverence, nor has she been deposed
from office. Had The Jewish Observer
not reprinted some of Aloni's outra-
geous statements, most JO readers
would not be aware of the extent of

The Jewish Observer, March 1993

her obsessive rejection of all things
related to Yiddishleeit.

In the meantime, Aloni continues
to spew forth foul-mouthed com-
ments (most recently, referring to the
reputed kever of Yosef HaTzaddik in
Shechem as “the cave of some sheik
Yosef,” and dismissing Kashrus as
“tribal taboos"—JTA Jan. 28}. Since
Americans identify more with Jsrael's
Labor Party and its softer approach
toward dealing with the terrifories
than they do with the hard-line Likud,
they tend to lose sight of—or deliber-
ately ignore—the anti-religious, social-
ist orientation of the Laborites and
their coalition partners. So they dis-

miss Aloni's outrageous pronounce-
ments as unfortunate, loose talk—pe-
riod. But her words represent her
thinking, which becomes translated
into executive orders.

She is being outdone by the Min-
ister of Aliya and Absorption, Yair
Tzaban. Having replaced informa-
tional pamphiets on Yornim Tovim for
new olim, with anthropologicalty-
based hogwash (JO, Dec. '92), he has
now stopped distribution of a beauti-
fully produced Russian-language
booklet on bris milah. The reason?
Because of “some complaints.” More
likely, because of his secular-human-
ist orientation and his hostility to-
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ward all things religious.

Our obligation is to inform you, the
reader, so that you may, at the very
least, register an educated protest,
and put the lie to the left-wing
Laborites’ accusations that the Torah
community is bigoted and closed-
minded; they are guilty of bigotry, for
denying a fair hearing on bris milah—
our people’s treasured covenant of
3,700 years standing—to our erst-
while oppressed brethren. Moreover,
the informed reader now has the ob-
ligation to support efforts to compen-
sate for the vacuum being left by
Tzaban’s ministerial order, and to
reach out directly to new olim, with-
out government aid.

If in the process of challenging de-

viant groups, we poke fun at their
foibles, we do so without apelogy.
Chazal advise us that leitzonusa
d’avoda zora—heaping ridicule on
idolatry—is a worthwhile activity. As
has been pointed out, the edifices and
institutions, pomp and aesthetic trap-
pings of foreign worship and empty
ideologies can be very impressive. A
cynical jab at their facades, exposing
the lack of substance behind them, is
not necessarily out of place.

As for the fading away of evolution
as a viable threat— one is certainly
impressed with our schools” success
in guiding their students in dealing
with this basic issue. But almost ev-
ery scientific journal, and just about

| every presentation on a related theme
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in the popular media, treat evolution
as arespected doctrine, not discarded
speculation.

The Jetish Observer has an obli-
gation to address such issues for the
sake of those readers who did not
benefit from the type of schooling
Mrs. Samson enjoyed, as well as for
those who did but are no longer con-
fined to the “four ells of halacha.”

As for feminism, it is a very insis-
tent presence in our world, leaving
few enclaves of Orthodoxy un-
touched. Ask religious high-school
girls about their choices for careers.
Poll Orthodox mothers about their
sense of worth and well-being, and to
what degree it depends on activities
and employment away from home.
Take a random sampling of how
many women equate intrinsic impor-
tance with formal positions of power
and high visibility; hew many Ortho-
dox Jews have friends or acquaintan-
ces who feel that women should have
a more active role in synagogue ritual,
advanced Torah study, or rites of pas-
sage. Any of these queries will likely
uncover the tip of the feminist ice-
berg, very close to home. This issue—
like the others discussed here—be-
longs in these pages. N.W.

H*O*U+R*S
Monday-Friday (Day)

The Jewish Observer, March 1993



IT'S ALWAYS CHOLOV
Yl SROEL. Morning Select Cottage
Cheese and Sour Cream are produced in
the only EXCLUSIVE Cholov Yisroel
cheese plant. No separate hours. No

different shifts. No confusion!

Now that you enjoyed the delicious

taste of Morning Select Premium

cottage cheese can be.

Dairy Products to Make Your

Yogurt and appreciated the difference,

see how much better our creamy

Pesach
ife Better







