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Kashrus & Quality
Fit for a King

Welcome to the world of Royal, where the consumer
is king. Royal Kosher Poultry is under Star-K Certifi-

cation. For taste and tenderness, and the toughest
levels of kashrus inspection in the industry, Royal is
the one.

Under Star-K Kosher Certification—Rabbi Moshe Heinemann, Rabbinic Administrator
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tool for practical Halachic questions. Imagine, every ruling, every word of this classic Halachic work is
available to you within seconds! In addition to the texts that have been added, the CD-ROM Judaic
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Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller
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The Gelb family, Khust, Czechoslovaka, 1937

AS THE NORM HAS SHIFTED

uring the recent presidential
D election, "Family Values” be-
came a major issue'. Even
though it failed miserably at the poils,
it set off a great deal of serious discus-
sion in some unexpected quarters?.
In the words of Albert Shanker,
president of the American Federation
of Teachers, in an ad in the New Re-
public (Nov. 30, '92):

“When the Republicans began
stressing traditional family values in
the recent presidential campaign, they
got a lot of flak. Nevertheless, they were

Rabbi Keller, Rosh Hayeshiva of Telshe-Chicago.
is a frequent contributor to The Jewish Observer.
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onto something importani. Studies and
statlistics and our own observations iell
us that American families are tncreas-
ingly fragile and unstable, and we fear
that, as a result, many children are be-
ing seriously damaged.”

In fact, this topic deserves serious
discussion even (or perhaps more so}
in our circles. We sometimes make
the mistake of thinking that we are
immune to the ills of contemporary

' As the reader will remernber, former Vice-Presi-
dent Dan Quayle carried the banner of Family Val-
ues in his campaign.

*Editor's note: A wide-ranging article on the dam-
aging effects that single-parent upbringing can
have on children and on society in generai was fea-
tured in Atlantic Monthly, April '93: “Dan Quayle
Was Right,” by Barbara Bufoe Whilchead.
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society: Tzu unz hott es nisht. {This
has nothing to do with us.) But this
is not so.

When | was a kid attending the
N.Y.C public schools, I knew many
peopie, both Jews and non-Jews, but
I did not know of one divorced fam-
ily-~not among the Jews and not
among the non-Jews. Today, T know
quite a few—even among “unzere
Yidden.” In addition, there are many
other problems that | never heard
about when [ went to public high-
school, which I hear about now—mot
only among the general populace, bt
among_frumdJews.

It is obviously true that, Baruch
Hashem, there is a great gulf between
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“us” and “them.” The New York Times |

reported (October 20, '92):

“The traditional American Family
has declined so far in New York City,
that married couples with their own
children now consfitute only one sixth
of househaolds. The trend is neither neww
nor peculiar to New York. Butl a new
analysis of the 1990 census has found
that the typical family has been racli-
cally redefined. The share of married
couples living with their own childrerin
the city declined from 19.2% of all
households in 1980 to less than 17% in
1990. Among the natiort's major cities,
it appears that the percentage of so-
called ‘traditional families’ was lower
only in San Francisco.”

This is what is happening out
there. 1PN m R, How fortu-
nate we are that, indeed, for the most
part, we do have families, and what
beautiful families! We do have chil-
dren, and our children live normal
lives; they get married and generally
stay married and have their own chil-
dren.

But we cannot act as if there are
no other Jews but those of our immane-
diate circle. There are millions of Jews
out there, hard to distinguish from
their non-Jewish compatriots; those
families are an endangered species.
Moreover, we must realize that our
families, the families of Torah Jews,
are also being affected. Whether we
are conscious of it or not, the gulf be-
tween us and “them” is slowly, insidi-
ously, narrowing.

But even if this were not so, we
should not fall into the trap of think-
ing, “Look at how bad they are and
how great we are!” There is a danger
in this “Holier than they” syndrome.
We are in danger of forgetting that our
family values are not the same as
theirs. The mere existence of “tradi-
tional families” among us is not some-
thing to crow about. Torah standards
of “mishpacha” are on an infinitely
higher spiritual plane than these of
The New York Times. Ours is a world
of Taharas Hamishpacha. We talk of
Family Purity—ours is a world of
rora wy nvyn. Our chachamim
made protective barriers to ensure
the yichus of our families. At Sheva
Berachos celebrating our marriages
we say, b N1 Sow—He created
everything for His glory.” When we re-

joice in a simcha of chassan v'kalla,
we say, “wnrnanmawne—There is joy |
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We somefimes make the
mistake of thinking that
we are immune fo the ills
of contemporary sociely:
Tzu unz hott es nisht. (This
has nothing to do with
us.} But this is not so.

in His dwelling.” When we sit around
the Shabbos table with our families,
we sing in the zemiros Shabbos,
“Hashomer Shabbos, habein im
habas—When a person keeps
Shabhbos together with his sons and
daughters they are accepted with fa-
vor by the Almighty, like a korban
mincha brought in a sanctified vessel
in the Beis Hamikdash...Rocheiv
ba'arovos—He who straddles the
heavens, the King of all worlds, gave
over with pleasantness the mitzva to
rest on Shabbos in our finest
clothes... and to enjoy delicious food
with all sorts of delicacies. This is all
a zevach mishpacha'—as if the entire
family brought a sacred offering to
the Ribbono Shel Olam in the Beils
Hamikdash!

One can say that one of the prime
factors in the historic growth of the
teshuva movement in our days, al-
most on a par with limud HaTorah it-
self, has been the exposure of young
people to the homes of erliche Yidder.

They come from the spiritual waste-
land outside, into homes where there
is respect and communication be-
tween husband and wife and between
parents and children. They see fami-
lies sitting about the table on
Shabbos enjoying each other's com-
pany, and speaking of higher things
in life. When people searching for
some meaning to life are exposed to a
family, let alone a family in the con-
text of Shabbos, they become aware
of a whole, new, and beautiful worid.
And this has brought them closer to
Torah, [t hasn't been lectures on phi-
losophy or religion, in many cases,
but the very fact that they saw that
there is a different dimension to fam-
ily life, that there is a =zevach
mishpacha, that has changed their
lives. We dare not confuse the world's
definition of family with ours and be
satisfied with their definition.

“LIKE A ROSE AMONG
THE THORNS"™:
THE POWER TO RESIST
* SOCIETY'S PRESSURES

he very contrast between our
higher world of mishpacha and
the breakup of the family on
the most elermentary level, which we
are witnessing in society, is so great
that we may tend to close our eyes to
the real and present dangers pre-
sented by the milieu in which we live.

Parshas Arayos—the section in
the Torah concerning illicit relation-
ships, is introduced in the Torah by
the admonition:

WINRZ T RO IR
WRTIRS T TOTIN NI IR TR PO FINAYPIm

“—o not do like the actions of the
Land of Egypt in which you dweil;
and do not do like the actions of the
Land of Canaan to which I will bring
you; and do not go in their ways”
{(Vayilaa 18,3).

This section of the Torah is read in
the afternoon of Yom Kippur, the holi-
est day of the year. There are reasons
given for this by the poskdm (see B'eir
Heiteiv, Orach Chaim 622:2). 1 would
like to advance another reason.

The Midrash Rabba (23:4) on this
pasude, “aranyiwynn—Like the ac-
tions of the Land of Egypt you shall not
do,” quotes the verse in Shir Hashirin:
ION P T R TR 2 e en—Like

The Jewish Observer, May 1993
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a rose among the thormbush, scis my
beloved among the maiden daugh-
ters.” Rabbi Yitzchak interpreted the
verse as referring to Rivka, as it says:
“And Yitzchak was forty years oid
when he took Rivka, the daughter of
Besuel the Aramean from Padan
Aram, the sister of Lavan the
Aramean, to himself for a wife”
{Bereishis 25,20). Why does the To-
rah have to say, “the Aramean from
Padan Aram,” if the purpose is just to
inform us that he was from Padan
Aram? Why must it describe her as
“the sister of Lavan the Aramean™?
This teaches us that her father and
her brother were deceitful people (a
play on the word %2R, “Aramean,” to
suggest W7, “a deceiver”); and the
people of her city were deceitful
people. And yet this righfeocus woman
emerged from among them. To what
can this be compared? “To a rose
growing among thornbushes.”

Imagine yourself on a walk in the
countryside. You come to some thick
underbrush, a tangle of weeds over-
grown with briars, thoms and thistles.
And as you hack your way through
this thicket, you suddenly see a rose—
abeautiful, fragrant rosebush growing
among all those thorms and thistles,
Such was Rivka Imeinu among her
family and her countrymen in Padan
Aram: ‘DR panews—Like a rose
among the thorns.”

The Midrash also applies this
simile of MR panees to the Jew-
ish people inn Egypt.

Rabbi Berachya said, “The Holy

One, Blessed-Be-He, said to Moshe, "So

say to the Jewish people: When you

were in Egypt you were like a rose
among thoms, Now that you are enter-
ing the Land of Canaan, be tike a rose
among the thorns and make up your
minds that you will not do like the ac-
tions of those [of Egypt] nor like the ac-

tions of those [of Canaanyj.” *

Thus the Torah introduces the
parsha of Arayos (illicit relations)
with the admonition, “Like the ac-
tions of the Land of Egypt do not do.”
There is more than a casual connec-
tion between these two applications
of the metaphor of the rose among
the thorns.

At the same time that Egypt was
the pinnacle of civilization, it was the
nadir of immorality. Mitzrayim is re-
ferred to as ervas ha'aretz—a place

The Jewish Observer, May 1993

sunken to the lowest levels of degra-
dation and debauchery. Even there,
the Jewish people had the ability to
withstand the blandishments and the
enticements of a decadent society,
and to remain pure. Where did this
strength come from? They inherited
it from our Mother Rivka who had the
power to withstand the pressures of
the corrupt society in which she lived.
Klal Yisroel in later generations used
that koach, that power which they
had inherited from Rivka Imeinu, to
live a life of morality amidst the deg-
radation of Mitzrayim.

It was not an accident that the
Ribboro Shel Olam caused the Jew-
ish people to be enslaved and then

equally infamous for its immorality.
Having acquired the moral courage to
live through Mitzrayim, they were
ready to confront the challenge of
Canaan. This is what the Midrash
means: “In Mitzrayim you were like a
rose among thorns. Now, when you
come to Canaan, you should also be
like a rose among thorns.” The only
way you will survive as a people in
your own homeland is with the same
moral integrity and courage you dis-
played in Mitzrayim, to withstand the
influence of the alien society.

When one studies the history of
the various periods of Golus and re-
demption that the Jewish people lived
through, one discovers a fascinating

We are in danger of forgetting that our family
values are not the same as theirs. The mere existence
of “tradifional families” among us is not something fo
crow about. Torah standards of “mishpachd” are on
an infinitely higher spiritual plane than those of The

New York Times.

brought out precisely from Mitzrayim.
The very creation of the Jewish
people—their emergence as a na-
tion—was in Mitzrayim. That was the
leur habarzel—the iron smelting fur-
nace, from which they were drawn.
The power of the Jewish people to
exist in every Golus situation comes
from the fact that they were created
in Golus, that they emerged as a na-
tion from a bitter, searing Golus. As a
result, we are able to survive any sub-
sequent Golus. And the Golus chosen
as the birthplace of the Jewish people
was not just a place of physical enslave-
ment, but a Golus In ervas ha'aretz—
a place where the prophet tells us:
“BRmIT TR N 0w omnan s’
(Yechezkel 23,20). The level of the im-
morality was like that of animals. We
were forced to develop not only physi-
cal survival skills, but the spiritual
stamina to overcome the pressures of
that environment. We therefore have
the ability to survive in any society.
From Egypt the Jewish people
were to go to the Land of Canaan,

pattern: In every period of Golus there
was a threat to the Jewish family, and
in the subsequent redemption there
was a strengthening of the family. In
Egypt there was a great threat to the
moral foundation of the family—there
was the danger that they would be
drawn into the quagmire of Egyptian
immorality. When the Almighty re-
deemed them, He commanded them,
“rra’ 7w maR 2% 1w o wim—They
should take one sheep for a paternal
house, one sheep for each house”
(Shernos 12,3)... rmmaen> > mpr-—
Take a sheep for your families” {ibid,
21). There had to be a strengthening
and rededication to the principles of
mishpacha—the Korban Pesach was
a zevach mishpacha.

We also find that when the Jews
were exiled from Eretz Yisroel, and
went into the Babylonian Exile, the
families suffered stress. They married
nashim nachriyos—gentile women.
And when they came back from Golus
Bavel, Ezra Hasgfer had them divorce
their wives, and put into effect a his-
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torical takana in the yichus of the
Jewish Family. (See Mishna,
Kiddushin 69a.) To merit a return to
Eretz Yisroel, they had to strengthen
the rnishpacha and free themselves
from alien influences.

THE PATRIARCHAL PRECEDENT

I 4 I “\he Ramban tells us in his well-
known commentary to
Bereishis {Parshas Lech Lechal,

Ma'aseh avos siman le’vanim—that
whatever happened to the patriarchs,
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, in
their lives, was a sign of what would
happen to their descendants. This
pattern of threat and strengthening of
the mishpacha can also be seen in
their lives.

When Avraham Avinu went down
to Egypt, which was the portent of
Golus Mitzrayim, Pharaoh took
Avraham’s wife, Sarah: the threat.
Pharach was forced by Divine inter-
vention to return her to Avraham: the
chizuk. When Avraham returned to
Eretz Yisroel, Sarah was taken by
Avimelech, again to be returned—
perhaps a portent of the later threats
in the Land of Canaan.

In Parshas Toldos we find the
people of G'rar making inquiries
about Yitzchak’s wife, Rivka. For fear
of being killed, he must say that she
is his sister. Avimelech invades
Yitzchak’s privacy by peering through
the window of his home—he has de-
signs on Rivka (see Rashi, Bereishis
26,10). Again, the danger is averted.
Yitzchak's sojourn in G'rar was the
forerunner of Golus Bavel

We also find that when Yaakov
Avinu leaves the house of Lavan, he
is pursued by his father-in-law.
When they meet, Lavan reveals his
real intention: “I have it within my
power to do evil to you” (Bereishis
31,29). Sanrw b wa v Lavan
wanted to destroy Yaakov and his
whole family. Even though Hashem
had appeared to him and warned him
not to harm Yaakov, he still spouts
out, “The daughters are my daugh-
ters, the sons are my sons!” Lavan
wants nothing less than to take
Yaakov's wives and children from
him. But Yaakov's family remains
whoie. Yaakov's life in the home of
Lavan was the portent of our present

8

Golus—Golus Edom. This confronta-
tion between Lavan and Yaakov, as
Yaakov seeks to return home o Eretz
Yisroel, foreshadows the events of the
final period of Golus Edom: There
would be a threat of annihilation fol-
lowed by a threat to the stability of the
family and the prospect of our chil-
dren being taken from us.

Gedolim have called our days
“Iwesa deMeshicha™—when the foot-
steps of Moshiach can be heard. After
the threat of complete annihilation of
the Jewish People, during World War
11, there now looms the reflection of
Lavan’s second threat--the threat to
the stability of the Jewish family. The
rate of intermarriage has reached
catastrophic levels. Divorce, Shalom
Bayis problems, and all of the other
ills of contemporary society are
threatening our mishpachos. It's not
only them, it's us. Our families are
suffering tremendous stress. Before

himself from evil people so that he not
learn from their actions. The Rarnbam
supports this with two quotes—one
from Mishlei and one from Tehillim. In
Mishlet{13,20) King Solomon tells us:
“PYP ovorn T o o nk n—He
who goes together with chachamim
will become a chacham, and he who
befriends fools will be broken.” He,
too, will become a fool and suffer the
fate of fools. The beginning of Tehillim
is YW nXYa To0 R N UINR YTIOR
29 R OYRS Y T RZ DRVN T —
Fortunate is the man who doesn’t go
in the counsel of the wicked, and
doesn’t stand in the way of the sin-
ners, and doesn't sit in the company
of scoffers.” This all refers to the com-
pany a person should keep or avoid.
What if he lives in a country whose
whole lifestyle is evil, and whose
people do not act in an upright man-
ner? He should retreat to a place
where the inhabitants are righteous

Divorce, Shalom Bayis problems, and all of the
other ills of contemporary society are threatening our
mishpachos. It's not only them, it's us. Our families
are suffering fremendous siress. Before the advent of
Moshiach, there has to be a strengthening of the
mishpacha, and we must learn how to achieve that

chizuk.

the advent of Moshiach, there has to
be a strengthening of the mishpacha,
and we must learn how to achieve
that chizulc.

DEALING WITH A THREATENING
ENVIRONMENT

e Rambamsays in Chapter Six
of Hilchos Del’os, that the way
of a human being is to be drawn

in his middos—in his character traits
and his behavior—after his friends
and his cormpanions, and to act ac-
cording to the custom of the people of
his country. Therefore, a person
should always associate with tzad-
dikim and chachamim so as to learn
from their actions. He should distance

and conduct themselves properly. If
he lives in a country where the people
of the country are resha’im, the
Rambarn teaches us, leave! Move to
another country!

But suppose that all of the coun-
tries that he kniows of and hears of are
all acting in a derech lo tovg—in an evil
way—"like in our times” {the Rambam
was talking about his times...what
should we say?), or suppose he is un-
able, for whatever reason, to move to
a better country—ynme rav avn—"he
should live by himself—alone.”

The Torah requires a person at
times to isolate himself from the
people of his country: If you can’t
leave a decadent society, at least don't
become a part of it.

The Jewish Observer, May 1993



Suppose the people among whom he
lives are so0 evil that they do not permit
him to stay in the country unless he
mingles with them and acts as they do.
The ultimate step, says the Rambamn, is
“rromnorrnnred re—Let him go
out and live in caves or clefts in rocks
or in the desert, and let him not con-
duct himself in the way of sinners.”

We see that the Rambam says, very
simply, that a person should not fool
himself and think that he can live in
a society without being affected by it.

CHARACTERIZING OUR SOCIETY

ow should our society be
characterized? We live in a so-
iety where pursuing “the
good life” does not mean: How can |
be good? but: How can I get what I
warit? We live in a society where pa-
per plates, plastic spoons, marriages
and unborn babies are all disposable,
We live In a society in which what yes-
terday was murder, is today the right
to privacy, freedom of choice, What
was considered perversion and
abomination yesterday, is an accept-
able “alternative lifestyle” today. A
deviant liaison has become another
type of family! 1>¥bxaom. These people
have made a community of them-
selves—a community!— with rights
and privileges, and pride. Welivein a
society where the President, the day
after he was elected, before he had
even announced the head of his tran-
sition team, released to the press a
statement that he was going to issue
an executive order allowing avowed
deviants in the military, and re-insti-
tule abortion counseling in federally-
funded clinics. And, wonder of won-
ders, on his first day in the Oval Of-
fice, he proceeded to put these items
at the top of his agenda!

Do we think that this is not going
to have an effect on us? One does not
have to be a prophet to predict where
society is headed. Several days after
President-elect Clinton had an-
nounced his intentions regarding the
military, the Australian government
announced its intention to pass simi-
lar legislation.

It is very nice to argue that moral-
ity cannot be legislated, but legisla-
tion, court decisions and executive
orders do have a profound effect on

The Jewish Observer, May 1993

public standards of morality. Govern-
ment may not have been successful
in legislating morality, but it has leg-
islated immorality.?

Before the bill legalizing abortions
was passed in the New York State
Legislature, every one of the states of
the Union had a law against abortion.
Every country in the civilized world
had a law against abortion, with two
exceptions: East Germany, and, un-
fortunately, the State of Israel. Abor-
tion was a despicable crime. That was
until the New York State Legislature
passed a law allowing abortion, which
breached the legislative wall and ul-
timately led to the infamous Roe vs.
Wade Supreme Court decision, which
in effect nullified all state laws out-
lawing abortion. This has resulted in
the destruction of millions of human
beings before they were brought into
this world. Today there are some 1.6
million abortions in the USA annu-
ally. All of this was begun with of that
New York State law, in July, 1970.

If the previous administration
made an effort to check the prolifera-
tion of abortions on demand, the new
adminisiration seems determined to
establish once and for all that abor-
tion is not only not a crime, but is an
inalienable right.

There are those among us who
say, “Who cares? Let them do what
they want.” In the first place,

oraun Sy rmra 2. B'nei Noach have

obligations, among which is the pro-
hibition against killing a fetus. Can
we stand by and see a whole civiliza-
tion fall into decay? But we are not
only concerned about B'nei Noach.
There are untold thousands of Jew-
ish children that are being thrown
into the garbage, as well. And even
among our own observant Jews there
are those who come to rabbonim with
she'etlos that in previous generations
were never asked.

This is the society we live in. We
can sit in our homes and sing our
Shabbos zemiros, But we cannot
make the mistake of thinking “Tzu
unz hott es nisht.”
71n the words of an activist, quoted in Newstoeek,
Feb. 1°93: “When Bill Clinton lifis the ban [on de-
viants in the militaryl, he is going to push national
acceptance of itheir way of ltfe...]. It's not just going
to push people out of the closet in the military—it's

going to push people out of the closet all over the
country. It's going o be OK to be a.. [deviant].”

!

“SUBJUGATION TO THE
NATIONS"—A NEW TWIST

{ the recent national conven-
Ation of Agudath Israel, the

Novominsker Rebbe quoted
the Chazal that Klal Yisroel wants
to do the will of Hashem, but
ISR T NPV TR . What
prevents us? The yeitzer hora—the
Evil Inclination—and our subjuga-
tion to the nations of the world. We
know very well what the yeitzer hora
is, but shibud malchios? Being sub-
jugated by the kingdoms of the
world? Shibud malchios is a limud
zechus—an excuse for those who live
in the former Soviet Union. Shibud
malchios is a limud zechus for those
who are, unfortunately, in the Arab
countries. {May Hashem protect
them and redeem them!} But shibud
mualchios is no excuse for people liv-
ing in the United States of America in

The Torah requires a
person at times fo isolate
himself from the people
of his country: If you
can’t leave a decadent
society, at least don't
become a part of it.

1993. Is the government forcing us to
do something against our con-
science? Baruch Hashem, we are free
to do as we see fit, If there is shibud
malchios, it is self-subjugation. We
have decided that we are part of this
society, and consciously or subcon-
sciously have decided to accept its
morés and allow its influence to seep
into our homes.

Let me tell you the story of a cer-
tain fine Jewish family. The husband
had a non-Jewish business associate
in the company where he worked.
Nice fellow—very friendly, weil-
groomed, well-mannered. This co-
worker lost his lease and didn’t have
a place to stay. The Jew had an extra
room and the fellow became a
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bearder in his house. At first he acted
very respectably. He was a person-
able fellow with a nice sense of hu-
mor, and enjoyed telling jokes, which
amused the whole family.

After a while, he started to act dif-
ferently. He would come into the liv-
ing room and sit down in an easy
chair, take off his shoes, and after
drinking a six-pack of beer, he would
become quite effusive, and begin to
tell different kinds of stories. The
kids would gather around and listen.
Then he began to bring in certain lit-
eratire, certain pictorial magazines,
which he would show the kids. The
pictures were not so nice. Things be-
gan to get worse, one thing led to an-
other.... The story does not have
such a pretty ending.

But let me set you at ease, This
is not a true story. It is a mashal.
But ] want to tell you: Whoever has
that box in his home has that
boarder! The mashal is also a very
exact mashal. When TV began, it
was ostensibly innocuous—sports,
some family comedy, children's
puppet shows—very harmless.
Nothing terrible. If TV were then
what it is today, no self-respecting
person, let alone an Orthodox Jew,
would have taken the thing into his
home. But it did come in. And
slowly but surely it began to reflect
society’s moral deterioration, acting
at the same time as a catalyst for it.
We now have this ugly boarder
whom we cannot control and do not
seem willing to evict.

If America is the land of the free,
where freedom has been carried to
sickening extremes, it must also be-
come the home of the brave—those
brave enough to stand up and let
their voices of protest be heard, or at
least brave enough to distance them-
selves and their families from this
filth.

At the previous year’s convention
of Agudath Israel, HaRav Schwab
announced a declaration of war
against TV. After that, an appeal
signed by tens of Rabbonim, Roshei
Yeshivos and Gedolei Torah was is-
sued, to rid our homes of this perni-
cious influence. But one Kol Korei
does not win a war. You cannot win
awar by blowing a bugle. The troops
must respond.

10

THE “KRIAS SHEMA"
IMPERATIVE

et us not even discuss the nu-
Lmerous scientific studies of the
harmful effects of television on
our children—let us set them aside.
There's a pasuk in the Torah that we
say twice a day in Krias Shema,
“TPY YN B337 MINR IMNN X9—Do
not turn astray after your hears and af-
ter your eyes.” The chachamimexplain
this to mean: g223% YR MMM N—
nmt T—ohy e i 1—"Do not
turn astray after your hearts”--this is
heresy; “and after your eyes™this is
z’nus, immorality (Sifri, Parshas
Sh'lach). The Rambam includes it in
the 613 mitzvos (Sefer Hamitzvos
Negative Command 47}, and quotes it
as definitive halacha in Hilchos Avoda
Zora (2:3): “One is not permitted to
turn his thoughts or his eyes to litera-
ture or sights that wilt draw him after
heresy or immoral tendencies.”

Without discussing ail of the scien-
tific reports that tell us that the To-
rah is right {they are not necessary),
this is the din HaTorah.

I am not a halachic authority. If 1
were to tell you, however, that a cer-
tain brand of tuna fish is of question-
able Kashrus, would you not at least
go to a Rav and ask a she’eila? [ am
telling you that there is a she'eila on
TV! And it is not a safeik
d’Rabbonion—it is a vadai ¥ Oraisal 1t
does not involve a doubt in a rabbinic
ordinance. It is a matter of a definite
prohibition of the Torah. But I do not
ask you to rely on me. See if you can
find one recognized halachic author-
ity who will be maitir to leave that box
in the house. Please: ask your Ran.

When will we finally come to our
senses and realize that we can no
longer delide curselves into believing
that it is possible for Torah and worid
culture to be “synthesized” or even to
peacefully co-exist? Those times (if
they ever existed)} are gone forever.
This is quite obvious when we see
manifestations of decadence that
have been seen only in the Dor
Hamabul. The Midrash (Acharei Mos)
teils us that the Generation of the
Flood was wiped out only because
they wrote marriage contracts be-
tween males just as they did for con-
ventional couples. Can we afford not

I America is the land of

the free, where freedom
has been carried 1o

sickening extremes, it must
also become the home of

the brave—those brave

enough to stand up and let
their voices of profest be
heard, or at least brave
enough to distance
themselves and their

families from this filth.

to isolate ourselves from such a soci-
ety? Can there be any defense of al-
lowing it into our homes?

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim
307:16, see Mishna Berurah, ad log
states clearly that any literature that
arouses a person’s baser instincts is
forbidden to read, not only on
Shabbos, but during the rest of the
week as well; and that whoever writes
such books, or prints them and dis-
tributes them is guilty of causing
many to sin. [s there any justification
for bringing the depravity of Dor
Hamabul into our homes, putting it
on our shelves and magazine racks?
Do we really think that it has no in-
fluence on us as adults as well as on
our children?

There is a penetrating insight?
quoted in the name of the great Rosh
Hayeshiva, Rabbi Shimon Shkop,
5"¢1. He was addressing one of the
pressing problems of his day, the in-
fluence of Haskalaliterature on B'nei
Torah. He told his students:

When Yaakov left Lavan's house
and Lavan pursued and overtook him,
demanding to know what had hap-
pened to his idols (which had been sto-
len by Rochel so that her futher would
no longer serve them). He said,
2% Nap 4o 5 nEvhn N nn—
R NN ran P TAR And now you
went away because you had a strong
desire to return to your father's house.
Why did you steal my idols?”

Reb Shimon explains: Lavan told
Yaakov Avinu, “You wanted (o go back

*See Prirnim Leskudchan Govoha, Vayeitzet,
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to your father’s house. Don'l you know

how your fathers, Avraham and

Yitzchak, fought against Avoda Zora? If

you want to go back to your father’s

house, why take my Avoda Zora back
with you?~
Said Reb Shimon to the bachurim,

“You want to come fo the yeshiva to be-
come Gedolei Torah. You know what
the yeshiva stands for. The yeshiva is
against alien culture. The purpose of
this literature s assimilation. If you're
coming back to the yeshiva, why must
you bring the haskala literature along
with you?”

We're living in the period before
Moshiach. We are headed back to our
Father’s house. We see a tremendous
upsurge in learning Torah, in
shmiras hamitzvos. People are getting
hetter; they have a genuine desire {o
return to “our father’s house.” If that
is so, if we're going back, why must
we schilep all this trash along with us?

n Yom Kippur at Minchawhen
O the sun begins to set, we read

the Parsha of Arayos.
“PUPNNT O PR ICYD—Do not do
like the actions of Mitzraytm.” Per-
haps one of the reasons why the
chachamim instituted this Torah
reading was to bring out the zechus—
the merit—of Klal Yisroel. They had
the courage to stand out in Egypt
N P2 wvw--like a rose among
the thorns. It also serves to remind us
on that sacred day dedicated to
teshuva, that we have that inner
strength inherited from our fore-
bears. We have the ability to be differ-
ent in any environment.

Let us proudly proclaim: Washing-
ton dees not legislate our morals;
Paris does not dictate how we dress;
Madison Avenue, Hollywood and
Broadway do not tell us what to
watch and listen to.

We will set our own agenda.

We will return to our Father's
house without Lavan's idols. And in
that zechus may we merit the fulfill-
ment of the ultimate comparison of
the peopie of Israel to the rose.

In the words of the Midrash:
rpetieRaciaiB piipmi 2B piiriintahigasciagyial
Tmrinaymprmnher p—Justas the
rose is set aside for Shabbosos and
Yornim Tovim, sois Yisroelset aside and
prepared for the Redemption of Tornor-
row "... with the coming of Moshiach
Tzidkeinu speedily in our days. |
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The Lithuanian layman and his legendary love for Torah study

WHO IS A LITVAR?

very group within Kial Yisroel
is distinguished by its par-
ticular approach to Avodas
Hashen, in this article, we will discuss
the Litvakies (that is, the Jews who
lived in Litta/Lithuania) and their un-
usual devotion to Torah study.
Obviously, when we are talking
about Lithuanian Jews, we are not
referring to the one-time inhabitants
of present-day Lithuania, in conirast
to when we speak of "Russian Jews,”
“Polish Jews,” “German Jews,” or
“Galitzyaner Jews,” who are associ-
ated with identifiable geographic
places on today’s map—Germany,
Russia, Poland.... My two home-
towns, Lomza(J.O.,Apr.1980) and
Habbi Shapire, currently of Baltimore, is a fre-

quent contributor to these pages. His personal
memetr, Go, My Son, was published by Feldheim.,

12

Tiktin {J.0., Dec. 1978), were located
in Poland, yet we were called
Litvakkes! Besides, how could this
tiny country on the Baltic Sea pro-
duce so many scholars, Geonirm and
talmidei chachamim?

The geography and demography of
our people is quite different from con-
temporary non-Jewish geography. In
the 13th and 14th centuries, Lithu-
ania was the biggest country in East-
ern Europeland also the last pagan
state on the continent). Gedimin
(1316-1341) united the pagan
“Lietuvos” tribes into one nation. His
two sons, Algrid and Keistutis, ex-
tended their territory all the way to
the Black Sea. The inhabitants of that
huge territory from the Baltic to the
Black Sea were included in
Lithuania. The Jews of that region
were in fact one religious community
and kept the same mirthagim {cus-

toms}. Hence when Jews speak of a
“Litvald” they refer to all Jews who
davened Nusach Litial!

With the passing of time, the Rus-
sians, Poles, Ukranians and Germans
each took away chunks of Lithuania
until it was shrunk to its present bor-
ders, a tiny state on the Baltic. But the
Jewish demography remained intact;
from the Baltic to the Black Sea, they
were all Lifvakkes, and all davened
Nusach Litta.?

When the founder of Chabad (the Baal Hatanya},
whom the Lubavitcher Chassidim call the “Alter
Rebbe,” armived as a young man in Mezeritch to
learn Chassidus from the Rebbe Reb Ber {the
“Maggid,” who succeeded the Beshi), he was called
the "Lifvak” for he came from Rasein in the Mogilev
district of White Russia.

2When the Bolsheviks took over Russia, in 1917,
no country would recognize thern. (The U.S. did not
grant diplomatic: recognition to the Soviet regimne
until 1933.) The Soviets were so eager {o gain rec-
ogrition, that they even courted tiny countries like
Lithuania. To establish borders between the two
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In the beginning, Chassidim and
Misnagdim alike davened in the same
shul or Beis Hamidrash, and all
davened Nusach Litta. With the pas-
sage of time, the small minority of
Chassidim could no longer daven
with the Misnagdim: they liked to sing
parts of the tefilla, and many changed
their nusach to what is popularly
known as Nusach Sfard. So they
separated themselves into a small
room to daven. As their numbers in-
creased, theyrented a small houseto
daven separately {hence the name
shtiebet-a small house).

In spite of the spread of Chassidus,
sweeping through country after coun-
try, it could not conquer Lithuania
proper, which remained the bastion of
the Misnagdim. {After all, its capital
city, Vilna, was the home of the Gaon.)
There were some exceptions. For ex-
ample, Lubavitch managed to convert
the tiny town of Rokishok into an is-
land of Chassidis in the heart of Litta.
Even the Rav, Reb Betzalel who was
recognized as a Gadol baTorah, was a
Lubavitcher Chassid,®

countries, the Soviets assigned their Vice Comrnis-
sar for External Affairs. Viadimir Yaffe. The head
of the Lithuanian delegation was Vice Minister for
External Affairs, Dr. Shimshon Rosenbaum.

The two delegations sat down, with the two
Jews facing one another. Said Yaffe, “Dr.
Rosenbaum, how far do you propose the borders
of your great state should extend?”

Replied Dr. Rosenbaurn, with tongue in cheek,
“As far as the Jews daven Nusach Litio.”

An elderly member of Yaffe's delegation, not
having the slightest idea of what Rosenbaum
meant, assumed that they were talking about a few
villages, and comrmented. “This could be a basis for
negotiations.”

Both Jews burst out laughing. “Comrade,” said
Yaffe to the Russian,"he wants Minsk, and Mos-
cow, too!”

Incidentally, Yaffe was later the Soviet Ambas-
sador to Berlin. When he was suddenly recatled by
Stalin to Moscow, he knew the implications of the
summons, and committed suicide. Interestingly,
several years ago, his 90-year-old widow arrived in
Israel. Mother Zion even opens her arms for her re-
bellious children! {1.0. Nov. 1971}

3Reb Meir Ruch of Tel Aviv, the son of the Lomzer
Rosh Hayeshiva, Rabbi Yehoshua Boruch Ruch,
tells how his father, a native of Rokishok, apphied
as a teenager for admission in the Slabodka Ye-
shiva. He acquired a letter of recommendation from
the Raw, the Gaon Reb Betzalel, addressed to the
Mashgiach of Slabodka. While the Chassidim of
Litta did respect their Rabbonim and Roshei Ye-
shiva, they reserved the titles of respect for their
Rebbe. All others were referred to simply as Yankel
the Tailor, Shmerd the Baker—and Tzali the Rau!
This was the first {ime in his life that {he young
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“GUTTE YIDDEN"
AND “SHEINE YIDDEN"

title "Gudtter Yid" {literally, Good

Jew) to refer to the Rebbe. To the
Misnagdim, the title a “Sheiner Yid (a
beautiful Jew, in the spiritual sense)
connotes anyone who studies Torah
and is a talmid chacham.

Every Litvak carried in his heart a
gallery of portraits of Sheine Yidden:

To the Litvakkes, the Vilna Gaon
was the ultimate example of knowl-
edge of Torah. The Netziv and the Ye-
shiva of Volozhin symbolized Ahavas
HaTorah. Reb Yisroel Salanter repre-
sented perfection of middos. They
were the personalities a Litvak ad-
mired and tried to emulate,

Torah greatness also came in vari-
ous forms: Litvakkes were impressed
by both bekius (vast kmowledge of Tal-
mud} and charifus (brilliance of
mind). Yet they did not refer their
she'eilos to just anyone of inteltectual
prowess whose flashes of brilliance
could be awe-inspiring. They knew
that not every giant in Torah was ex-
pert in psak. The yeshivos also did
not accord the highest accolades to
beldius, which after all is more the re-
sult of a good memory than of intel-
lectual accomplishment. Most inspir-
ing was the masmid—the diligent
scholar who toiled in Torah. One

~doesn’t read a blatt Gemora, one
works hard in trying to master a blatt
Gemora (see Rashi on the first pasuk
of Bechukosai.

In Litta, the Chassidim used the

BAALEI BATTIM,
GEDOLIM IN TORAH

here was a trend among the
talmidei chachamim of Litta to
avoid using the Torah as a
“kardom lachpor bo—an axe for dig-
ging,” employing the Torah as a
means for earning a living {Pirket Avos

fellow left his smalt town Rokishok. When he pre-
sented the letter to the “Alter of Slabodka,” the old
Mashgiach asked him, "From whom is the letter?”

The young boy, not knowing any better, replied,
“From Tzali the Rav.” The Alter repeated the ques-
tion: “From whom?” Again came the reply: “From
Tzali the Raw.” The Alter, 1o whom k'ved HaTorat—
respect for Torah and those who represented it—
was supreme, said, “Ribboine shel Olam! Tzali’ is a
Raut Yet, if boys from his town still come to learn
Torah, things are not so bad, after allt”

4:7).

e For example, the Gaon Reb
Yitzchak Blazer, one of the outstand-
ing talmicim of Reb Yisroel Salanter
(the founder of the Mussar Move-
ment—see J.Q. Mar. '84} once ap-
proached his Rebbe with a plan; for
the purpose of parnasa, he would be-
come a house painter, The invest-
ment was minimal—a matter of buy-
ing two buckets, two brushes, some
white paint and a ladder, and he is in
the trade! Reb Yisroel's reply is not
known but shortly thereafter he ar-
ranged for Reb Yitzchok to become

There was a frend among
the talmidei chachamim
of Litta to avoid using the
Torah as a “kardum
lachpor bo—an axe for
digging,” employing the
Torah as a means for
earning a living.

Rav of St. Petersburg, the capital of
Czarist Russia. Hence his name “Reb
lizele Petersburger.”

* My father was a Rosh Yeshiva-
type businessman. He had been a
chavrusa (study partner) with Reb
Reuvein Grozovsky, later Rosh
Hayeshiva in Kamenitz, and then in
Mesivta Torah Vodaath (J.Q. Qct.
"80). He was known as one of the ten
Kozakn (literally, Cossacks} that the
Alter of Slabodka sent to Mir to save
the Yeshiva {J.Q. June*77). The Rosh
Yeshiva of Mir, Reb Elya Boruch
Kamai, would not say the shiurin Ye-
shiva, unless he had first reviewed it
in private with Alter Tiktiner (my fa-
ther). My father wrote a sefer on
Mesechta Nazir, and in the process,
formulated the Piskei Tosefos on
Nazir. When he married in Lomza, he
became a businessman, selling hard-
ware supplies and building materials.
He had a daily seder with the Rosh
Hayeshiva Reb Yechiel Mordechai
Gordon {J.0O. Jan. '76). When the
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Rosh Yeshiva would leave town, my
father would substitute for himn, say-
ing the highest shiur*

* | remember Reb Zalman
Melczerski, a grain dealer; he always
had a straw in his mouth (in the man-
ner that some sport a cigarette, or a
toothipick}. He would comne into my
father's store on a market day, the
busiest day of the week: “Reb Alter, a
Rambam in Hilchos Geirushin both-
ers me. [ couldn’t sleep all night!” The
two would get into a corner of the
store to discuss the Rambam, and
Mother would be furious: “Reb
Zalman, come in the evening and dis-
cuss the Rambam over a glezele tay
(a glass of tea}. The Rambarm can wait,
he is not going anywhere. The cus-
tomer won't wait!” (Zalman's son
Velvel learned with me in Kamenitz,
and died later in Siberia.)

* Reb Mendel Goldberg owned the
biggest liquor store in Baranowitz; he
was a falmid of the Chofetz Chaim,
and he knew the Mishrna Berurah (the

* Matza Shemura was very expensive in Europe.
Most people would eat Shermura only for the two
Sedorim. My father, on the other hand, would eat
Shemura the entire Pesach. The boys in Yeshiva
asked him why he went to such a great expense. He
rephied, “T'm in business. In the business world, ali
kinds of “Dreidlach’ {fast ones) exist. Some are Ko-
sher, and some are not so Kosher. When 1 comne to
face such a nisayon {challenge}, I say to myself: A
Yid who is so fastidious that he eats Matza Shemura
the entire Pesach should do such a thing? Feeeeh!
Shame onyoul’ And that holds me back from a nisht
glatte droy—an unjustifiable loophote.”

FAITH

Rabbi Michel and
Rebbitzen Feige Twerski
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Chofetz Chaim's magnum opus on
Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim) by
heart.

* Reb Sholem Derchiner, another
talmid of the Chofetz Chaim, owned a
large haberdashery in Baranowitz. He
practiced Shmiras Halashon {speech
conirol) to its fullest: when he talked
to his customers—Jew and non-Jew

In every town there were
many baalei battim with
semicha, who would
never call themselves
“Rabbi” (except when
they were called up fo the
Torah)}, and who would
never pasken a she’eila
for themselves or others.

alike—he used his hands more than
his mouth.

¢ Yerucham Barash was the wine
maker in Tiktin, but no one knew
when he made his wine, for most of
the time he was in the Beis
Hamidrash. He always had two fin-
gers stuck into his ears, not to be dis-

=
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turbed from his studies. When the
government declared a monopoly on
all alcoholic beverages, he was ar-
rested and sentenced to one year in
prison. In jail, Reb Yerucham went
through Shas twice. After his release,
he declared, “Every Jew must serve in
jail once in his life. But one year is just
not enough; at least two, preferably
three.”

s My uncle Reb Mordechai Pines,
a grain dealer in Tiktin, had a seder
{set time} for learning in the Beis
Hamidrash. Once the Poretz {land
owner) Jarnuzelski, in a coach pulled
by four horses, appeared in front of
his house—he was impatient, anx-
ious to close a business deal with
Uncie Mordechai. My aunt dis-
patched their granddaughter to call
Reb Mordechai, but he refused to
leave the Beis Hamidrash. “Not until
I finish all my shiurim,” he protested.
He later explained to his wife, “With
the poretz 1 might make a profit, butl
may not. With Torah, the gain is
guaranteed! Bori veshemo bori odif—
a sure argument outweighs a ques-
tionable one.” Reb Mordechai turned
out to be right. The price of grain
dropped, and any possible profit on
buying the futures was lost. He later
described what he had left as in the
category of “eilu devarim she’ein
Iohem shiur—these are things that
have no measure.”

* When the Hachnosas Orchim
{hostel for itinerants) in Tiktin burned
down, Reb Yerucham Barash, the
poor wine maker, bought a house and
remodeled it to serve as a new
Hachnosas Orchinme No one knew how
the poor man could afford such an
expensive undertaking. When Reb
Mordechai Pines died, it all became
clear: It had been done with Reb
Mordechai’s money. When his two
sons were to be reviewed for possible
draft into the Czar’s army, he made a
neder; if the boys would be rejected,
he'd build a new Hachnosas Orchim.

* Reb Yankele Levinson, a tzaddik
and a big talmid chacham, took upon
himself to take care of the yeshiva
boys staying in Lomza. He found
sleeping quarters for them, he ar-
ranged “days” (teg) for them to eat in
private homes, and saw to it that they
had sufficient clothing and footwear.
Why? Because “from the poor will
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come forth Torah.” Known as a
miracle worker, Reb Yankele once ap-
proached two well-to-do couples that
were childless. He told them each: “i
dreamed of a baby in a crib. Give me
a large contribution jof a specific
amount] for my Yeshiva boys and 1
guarantee you a baby!”

One of the couples refused. Of the
other, the woman did not hesitate a
minute, and paid out the entire huge
sum in cash. One year later, she gave
birth to a baby boy.

Reb Yankele's son Rabbi Pinchas
Levinson was one of the chashuvimof
Mir, and Raw of Czyzevo (Chizeve). He
lived his final years in Monsey, N.Y.

¢ Rabbi Avraham Kalmanowitz,
the Rav of Tiktin (and founder of the
Mirrer Yeshiva in Brooklyn—see J.O.,
Mar. '72) writes: “When I arrived in
Tiktin, I met baalei baftim who knew
a number of Mesechtos in Shas liter-
ally by heart. Just to mention a few:
Reb Shmuel Leib Shapiro [my Zeide],
his son Alter {my father] and all his
sons-in-law, Reb Berl Glickman, a
relative of the Sfas Emes, and Reb
Natftoli Linczewski, my father-in-law.”

Wi ith the poretz|
might make a profit, but |
may not. With Torah, the
gain is guaranteed! Bori
veshemno bori odif—a
sure argument outweighs
a quesfionable one.”

* Reb Boruch Suravitz was a tan-
ner by trade. While his men were
busy with the hides, he spent the ma-
jor portion of his time in the Beis
Hamidrash Chevra Shas. He eventu-
ally became a great lamdan, known
for his vast knowledge of Shas and
Poskim (Talmud and Codes). He gave
a daily shiur between Mincha and
Maariv in Mishna Berurah. He had a
long-standing chazokeh (claim based
on previous purchase) for Chassan
Torah. He would then give a kiddush
serving the entire town with his wife's
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kreplach, which justly earned the
appelation “ketzapichis bidvash™ {the
Torah's description of the manne; lit-
erally, a delectable honey pastry).

* Reb Hirsh Falks never learned in
a Yeshiva, and never accepted a
Rabbonus. He studied by himself in
Chevra Mishnayos or in the
Chassidim Shul. Separated from the
world entirely, he eventually became
known as a “lamdan par excellence”
and served as the Rebbe of the Chevra
Mishnayos, the very same Chevra
within whose walls he grew in Torah.
The Ohr Some’ach passed through
Tiktin, met him there as a youngster
and predicted “that someday that
young boy will be a Gadol”

His talmidim, the baalei battim of
Chevra Mishnayos, were carpenters,
tailors, shoe makers and baalagolos
(wagon drivers). It was nothing un-
usual to hear the tailor repeating a
Perek Mishnayos by heart while mak-
ing a suit, or the baalagoleh repeat-
ing a Perelc Mishnayos while feeding
his horse.

When Reb Hirsh was nifier {died),
his son Reb Alter took over his
father's shiender and continued the
tradition of leading the Chevra
Mishnayos.

* Reb Yisroel Chaim Shoskes was
a progressive miller by trade. While all
the mills in the country were run by
the wind{wind mills called Wiatrak),
his operated on steam. But the man
was thirsty for only one thing—study-
ing Torah! He was up at 4 a.m. every
day, to learn until davening. He
would then travel to Stelmachove,
near Tiktin, where his mill was lo-
cated, soon hurrying back to the Beis
Hamidrashwhere he would learn un-
til late in the night. Thursday nights
he conducted a mishmar, studying
the entire night. Friday night he
would come to the Beis Hamidrash at
12 midnight to learn ‘til davenen. He
would dedicate the entire Shabbos
day to studying the She’eilos
Uteshuvos of Rebbe Akiva Eiger. He
had a driver for his travels, so he
could sit in the wagon and study To-
rah enroute.

* Reb Simcha Shmuel Shulman, a
musmach of the Aruch Hashulchan
{J.0. March °86), was a manufac-
turer. His son Reb Mordechai married
the daughter of Rabbi Isaac Sher of
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Slabodka, and later served as Rosh
Hayeshiva of Slabodka in Bnei Brak.

Indeed, in every town there were
many baalei battim with semicha,
who would never call themselves
“Rabbi” (except when they were called
up to the Torah), and who would
never pasken a she’eila for them-
selves or others.

{These sketches are drawn from ei-
ther personal encounters or Yizkor
books.}

TELSHE BAALEBATTIM

ver B0 years ago, the chief Rav
{ Baltimore, Rabbi Nachman
Schwartz, sent three local
boys to the Telshe Yeshiva in Lithu-
ania, his Alma Mater. They are now
known as Rabbi Mordechai Gifter,
Rosh Hayeshiva of Telshe in
Wickliffe, Ohio, Rabhbi Aaron
Paperman of Jerusalem, and Rabbi
Mendel Poliakoff of Baltimore.
They tell of baalet battim in the
Telshe of old:
* Reb Leib Gershowitz would ap-
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pear in the Yeshiva every day at one
o'clock to learn an entire seder
bechavrusawith the Rosh Hayeshiva
and Rawv of Telshe, the Gaon Reb
Avrohom Yitzchok Bloch. Some
people claimed that he was greater in
Torah than the Rav. His business?—
a shoe store.

* Reb Yaakov Dovid Maisel was
called the “little Chofetz Chaim.” Yes,
he was small physically, but a giantin
Torah, and a tzaddik. He was always
learning between customers in his
business establishment—a grocery.

* Reb Itche Hotz, a giant in Torah,
ran a lumber yard.

» Reb Sholom Talpis, a Gaon in
Torzah, was the son-in-law of Rabbi
Meir Atlas, the Rauv of Shavl, making
him a brother -in-law to Rabbi Chaim
Ozer Grodzenski (J.0. June 76} and
Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman {J.0.
QOct. "73). His source of income—a
hardware store.

¢ Reb Ely Chaim Helfant (his son
was the fundraiser for Telshe Yeshiva
here in America) would say the daily
blatt Gernora for baalet battim. He
went through Shas with his baalei
battim seven times—a businessmarn.

RABBONIM FOR WORLD-CLASS
BAALEBATTIM

4 I "\he level of devotion and accom-
plishment in Torah of the
Litvishe baalebattim certainlty

set a high level for their rabbinicai

leadership. in the words of Rabbi

Gifter, “If Rabbi Reuven Zelig Bengis

would not have been the Gadol he

was, he could never have been the

Rav of Kalvarie.” (See J.O., May '91.)

In an article on Maggidim (J.O. Apr.
'81), 1 stated that a Rav would only
speak twice a year, Shabbos Teshuwa
and Shabbos Hagadol. During the
year, who would give the people
Tochacha and Mussar? Who would in-
spire the people to raise their level of
Yicdishkeit, tzeddaka, middos, and
Limud HaTorah? The Maggid!

People then asked me, what did
the Rav do all the time? They were
shocked when I told them that rarely
would a Rav attend a funeral. More-
over, the deceased had to be an out-
standing talmid chacham, a big
tzaddik, or a big baal izeddaka for the
Rav to deliver a hesped (eulogy). (The

! Jews of America have come to copy

their Christian neighbors, who would
not dream of burying their dead with-
out benefit of the clergy—but perhaps
that helps avoid excesses and viola-
tion of halacha and minhag!} What
then did a Rav do with his time? He
studied Torah constantly!

This phenomenon was not exclhu-
sive to Lithuania. Reb Yaakov
Steinharter relates that the Ravin his
hometown, Ansbach, Germany, was
Rabbi Dr. Pinchas Kohn {one of the

B jail, Reb Yerucham
went through Shas twice.
After his release, he
declared, “Every Jew
must serve in jail once in
his life. But one year is
just not enough; at least
two, preferably three.”

founders of Agudath Israel}. When-
ever he and his father would pass by
the Rav's house—even when return-
ing from business trips very late at
night—they would see the light in the
Rav's window: he was learning!
“What kind of a Ravis he if he doesn't
learn late in the night?” asked the se-
nior Mr.Steinharter.

The smaller the town, the saying
went, the greater the Rav, for he had
less intrusions on his time. Most of
these Gedolim refused to leave the
sinall towns, to advance to larger cit-
ies®. Only when a delegation con-
vinced a Rav of the itnproverments he
could bring to a larger city, the new
takanos he could introduce in
chinuch {Torah education), Kashrus,
or tzeddaka, would he move on. An-
other factor could be pressure from
the Rebbetzin, for she could more
easily make ends meet in a larger city.
It is said in the name of Rabbi Chaim
Brisker that of all the seforimthat the
Shaagas Arnyewrote, the best one was
5Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky was Raw in the tiny vit-

lage of Tzitevyan, where he fondly recalled experi-
encing his greatest growth in Torah,
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the first one, for it was written in pov-
erty in a small town {Volozhin}.

CHESSED AND TZEDDAKA

s involved as the Litvakkes
Awere with the study of Torah,
their lives were further en-

riched with chessed and tzeddaka.
And as great as the poverty was, the
tzeddaka was much greater (and the
term “tax deductible” was never
heard of}. The poorest would consider
it a privilege to invite a Ben Torah to
eat a “tog” {one day a week} with them.
There were no hotels in the towns,
and the houses were small, yet an
orach {out-of-town traveler) would al-
ways be welcome. Every house had
four chairs and a straw matiress con-
verted into a bed. Most towns had a
Hachnosas Orchim for that purpose,
where a traveler would get a clean bed
and a cup of tea in the morning free
of charge. During the week, one had
to manage by buying some food in the
local store, but with the arrival of
Shubbos Kodesh, all the stanger had

to do was come to shul. There the
Gabbal, recognizing a new face,
would assign the person to a family
to eat all three Shabbos meals. People
would fight over an orach, everyone
wished to have one.

The Rav of Ponevezh, Rabbi Yoseif
Kahaneman {founder of the Ponevezh
Yeshiva in Bnei Brak} was born in a
small town called Kull. His father, a
merchant, was the Gabbai in the
shul Being in charge of the place-
merit of orchim, he would always pick
two for himself. If there was a third
one, he would assign him to his
mother-in-law. If there were more, he
would assign them to others. Natu-
rally there was jealousy on the part of
the rest of the baalei battim, for they
all wanted to be zocheh (merit) to have
an orach.

Once, a few people talked in the
Beis Hamidrash during davenent. Eni-
raged, the Gabbai, Mr. Kahaneman,
Jjumped on the bima and announced:
“In protest to the talkers, [ resign from
the position of Gabbail” The “Shiot
Meshugener™ (town idiot) then

b

jumped onto the bima and with his
crazy laughter imitated the Gabbai,
saying, “Whowill get the orchimnow?”
Mr.Kahaneman turned white,
mounted the bima again and an-
nounced, “I take back my resignation!”

Such was the chessed of a Lifvakd

* Reb Avrohom Dvorkes had a

®No Beis Midrash or shul would have the entrance
into the main room directly from the street. There
was ajways a lobby to enter first, called “the
polush.” It was designed for those who wanted to
engage in non-sacred talk. A door was always open
from the shul to the polush, so the talkers would
not miss a “Borchu” or “Kedustur,” In addition, the
polush accommodated traveling mochret seforim,
since there were no book stores, especially in the
small towns. The traveling salésman would lay out
his merchandise in the polush, When the Chofetz
Chaim was travelling incognito to sell his seforim,
would he lay them out in shul, making it into a
market place? Challilal—in the polush! Apparently
the people of Kull did not retreat to the polush for
talking, Hence the anger!

"Every city had a "Shtot Meshugener.” A town could
be tempararily without a Raw, without a Dayar,
without a Chazan, but never without ils
Meshugener, He would tell the most powerful fig-
ure in town his opinions. The target could laugh
off the Meshugener—after all, he's crazy. But he
couldn't ignore him, for he knew the Meshugener
had picked up the message somewhere.
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store of “galanterie” on the main
street in Lomza. His clientele were
mostly women of the Russian and
Polish aristocracy. Once, the wife of
the General Commanding Officer of
the local garrison died. On Shabbos
a large group of officers’ wives came
to his house, insisting that they
needed some finery for the funeral. He
declared, “I don’t do business on
Shabbos. Here are the keys. Go to the
store and take whatever you need.”
The following week, they came to pay
their bills. He refused the money: “1
don't do business on Shabbos, and
I'm not taking the money. If you wish,
you can donate the money to the Jew-
ish community charity fund.”

They did.

» Reb Levi Bilitski, one of the
wealthiest Jews in Poland, owned five
huge factories, employing hundreds
of workers. His father was Rav in
Yashinovke near Grodno, mechaber
(author) of the seforim Ginas Baison
and Ginas Cherned. His mother was
the daughter of Reb Chaim Avrohom
Shapiro, Rarin Smargon and brother
of Reb Raphoel Shapiro, Rosh
Hayeshiva in Volozhin.

Reb Levi had learnied in Lomza Ye-
shiva, then in Volozhin. Reb Levi gave
large sums to tzeddaka. A talmid
chacham, he said the daily Blatt

Gemora in the Beis Hamidrash in
Sernyatitz, where one of his factories
was located and where he lived. His
son Raphoel learned with me in
Kamenitz, where Reb Sholem
Leibovitz, one of the best falmidim of
Kamenitz and a nephew of Reb
Boruch Ber, was his private Rebbe.
When Reb Boruch Ber would ar-
rive in Semyatitz to raise funds for the
Yeshiva, the factory would close, and
300 workers, both Jews and non-
Jews, would welcome the Rosh
Hayeshiva—an impressive Kiddush
Hashem! Reb Levi would invite all the
wealthy and powerfud members of the
community to a reception in his
home. Reb Boruch Ber once noticed
a secular Yiddish newspaper on the
table, and directed the paper off the
table with his elbow, {He didn't want
to touch it with his hand.) Reb Levi
explained to the guests that it was
beshogeg ki'lachar yad {inadvertent}.
“Not” corrected Reb Boruch Ber, “it
was bemeizid (deliberate).” Whatever
funds were raised were doubled by a
maiching contribution by Reb Levi.
Considering his extreme devotion
to Torah, his generosity was not sur-
prising. Considering the vast Kavod
he gave to Torah, his high level of ac-
complishment in its study was a mat-
ter of course. ]
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Bridging the
Communication
Gap inthe
Teshuva
Process

Exploring the Differences in Mindset of the Baal Teshuva
and That of the Jew Brought Up in Torah

A SENSE OF “BEING JEWISH"

ven though there have always
been ba’alei teshuva (to be
rendered in this essay as BT)
as far back as Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi
Eliezer ben Hyrkonus, the last twenty
years has seen a groundswell of BTs.
This brings new chalienges to every-
one involved in the teshuva scene,
and all will benefit from exploring
these areas and seeing how to deal
with them. In this essay, we will focus
on the difference between the sense
of “being Jewish” enjoyed by the frum
from birth (FFB) and the sensation of
“becoming Jewish” experienced by
the newly impassioned BT seeking to
join the world of the long-frum, and
the difficulties this gap can create.
The person involved in the teshuva
process will not see or experience
things in the same manner as the
person seeped in a Torah society, and
this brings to difficulty in communi-
Mr. Wolfson, a faimid of some of Israel’s finest
yeshivos for ba'alei teshuwa, lives in Baltimore.
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cation. Some suggestions as to how
to deal with this confusion will be
made in this essay, but first some ba-
sic concepts must be considered.
Being Jewish today, as at all times,
certainly means bearing the yoke of
mitzvos. 1t entails acting in certain
ways and refraining from specific acts
or foods. For the newly arrived BT, as
weli as for the FFB, that is the easy
part. But there is another aspect of
being Jewish that is not the same for
both of them. This is _feeling Jewish.
Feeling Jewish is hard to describe
and even harder to define. Some
would deny that this “feeling” is an
obstacle in the teshuva process. But
it is clear that the BT has never felt
like a Jew and now wishes to. For one
to feel like a Jew, he must first think
like aJew. This takes a Jot of time and
great effort. This process of change
from “non-Jewish thinking” to “Jew-
ish thinking” is a key obstacle in the
teshuva process. It is precisely here,
at the beginning of this process,
where unfortunate results may ensue

as a result of decisions rendered dur-
ing this change of perspective.

(Undoubtedly, some would-he BTs
are puzzled or turned off by rituals,
religious protocol or specific mitzves
that strike them as bizarre—swaying
during davening, eating the pre-
scribed amount of mafza within the
required time limit, etc. But their dif-
ficulties involve another type of chal-
lenge, and different sclutions, outside
of this discussion.)

ONE WORD, TWO MEANINGS...
ONE EVENT, TWO VIEWS

e can gain an understand-

ing of the BT's confusion upon

his initial entry into Torah by
referring to the difficulties encoun-
tered by the autistic person strug-
gling to incorporate messages from
commonly shared words or concepts.
An autistic person does not receive
or transmit messages in a universally
understood fashion, due to a neuro-
logical disorder. If, for instance, you
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were o tell himn that the pastry is too
rich, he would think that the pastry
has a lot of money in the bank. Even-
tually you would show him that the
word “rich” can be used in two differ-
ent ways. In other words, terms can
be used equivocally. Such use of
terms is not readily understandable
to an autistic person.!

This is analogous to the BT when
that initial passion for Torah is
sparked in him. He walks in with a
worldview based on Western /secular
perspectives. These perspectives in-
clude: beliefs, values, and logical
thought processes. When this person
hears of miraculous events, he either
rejects their authenticity immedi-
ately, rationalizes them so they can fit
his presently perceived world view
(the Red Sea split due to unusually
high winds), or—worst of all possibili-
ties-—he tries to convince himself of
their authenticity without basisinra-
tional belief.

This author’s view is that, like the
autistic person who simply cannot
incorporate equivocation into his
thought precesses, so too the BT, at
least in the initial stages of his
teshuwa process, cannot honestly in-
corporate Torah beliefs, values or
thought processes into his worldview.
If he rationalizes them, he is not be-
ing honest, but he is at least trying to
accept them. If he tries to convince
himself of their authenticity without
bhasis, in terms of his present
worldview, then he is also not being
honest. It is worthwhile to consider
why the BT would want to convince
himself in the first place.

SIDESTEPPING WESTERN,
SECULAR VIEWS

ost people came to Torah be-
Mause they felt, somewhere
eep inside, that their lives

were not dedicated to anything of
worth. Worse, that their lives were
dedicated to shekker--falsehood.
Then, one day, they were introduced
to Torah. Suddenly the proverbial
light flashed and they realized: This is
it! This “it” was putting Judaism into
the proper perspective. The feeling of
shekker they had before was a lack of

! Without Reason, Charles Hart. Signet Books,
April, 1991
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Jewish identification, of “being Jew-
ish.” They never had the problem of
“searching for truth” as opposed to
dedicating their lives to shekker.
Rather, if any kind of search was in-
volved, it was a search for their iden-
tities, and they came to the simple
truth that in Judaism, identity is
truth. One is a Jew. But “being” aJdew
is something they had never given a
mornent’s thought to before.

For this reason, the person is will-
ing to put his Western/secular views
iri abeyance. Every day in learning, he
will hear more and more of what is,
for him, a Western-educated person,
impossible to believe. The Western-
rationalist simply cannot take at face
value that donkeys talk, or that

Feeling Jewish is hard o
describe and even
harder fo define. Some
would deny that this
“feeling” is an obstacle
in the teshuva process.
But it is clear that the BT
has never felt like a Jew
and now wishes fo.

oceans split, or that a three-year-old
could possibly have watered all those
camels. What is the Western rational-
ist int a process of teshuva to do?

The Gemora points out that there
is no such thing as blind faith or irra-
tionality in the Torah. The Kuzaripro-
claims this message, as does the
Rambam. So if the Torah is rational
and true, but the person with his
“spiritual autism™ cannot accept its
authenticity, how can he hope to
progress?

The BT will not simply throw up
his hands and say, “C'mon, you really
expect me to believe that?” He knows,
he intuits, that this is, in fact, the
emes. He sees the Torah world as
compared to the world he came from,
and it is obvious to him which works
and which does not. He sees the frum

world untouched by many of the so-
cial evils of Western society and un-
sullied by all the rationalizations it of-
fers to justify its corruption. Rather
than a generation gap, he sees adeep
respect for elders. He sees chessed,
Shabbos, Yo Tov, and he begins to
feel a part of a continuity: This is what
he is. This is what he should always
have been. And yet, at this point, he
is simply unable to accept the mi-
raculous. But he will not throw out
the baby with the bath water.

The logical process begins now in
earnest. He will not accept claims out
of hand, but will probe: Could there be
a G-d? If so, how can we know it?
Once convinced, at least enough to
admit of the possibility, then it follows
that if there is a G-d, He can certainly
split oceans and put words into the
mouths of donkeys, etc.

At this point, a difference between
the BT and the FFB comes to light. In
keeping with a comment of the
Chofetz Chaim, %"31, We say “Etn
Kelokeinu (There is nothing like our
G-d)” before we say “Mi Kelokeirnu
{(Who is like our G-d?)"—that is, the
declaration of certainty comes before
the question, because the Jew must
know in his heart that there is a Cre-
ator before he can ask, “Who is like
Him?” For the FFB, this has been a
given since Kita Aleph. For the BT, it
is a rational decision (to warnt to be-
lieve) that he must incorporate into
his thinking; he must be convinced.
The FFB was brought up withitas a
living part of his life. Yes, Jews are
ma’aminim bnei ma’amining, but the
BT has been torn away from his roots
for so long that emunais as foreign to
him as the taste of a cheeseburger is
to an FFB.

MATTERS OF CHOICE,
AND THE CHOOSERS

efore the BT dedicates himself
B to Torah study, before he de-

cides that there is value in
pursuing his identity, he must make
choices. The concept of choice in
spiritual matters is different for BTs
and FFBs.

The secular Jew comes from a
world where “choice” is something
one exercises to better his position.
He does not perceive any conse-
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quences from these choices in a
moral sense, only in an existential
sense. A “good” choice was one in
which the person gained materially,
socially, or emotionally. Even his edu-
cation was set up on this model. A
gacol once said, “The difference be-
tween Jewish chinuch and secular
education is that for the Torah Jew,
who makes choices in a moral/spiri-
tual realm, his chinuch is based on
‘Na'aseh ve’nishrna (the commitment
to act in accordance with Torah and
then to understand) whereas secular
education is based on ‘nishma (1
understand)'...and maybe ‘na’'aseh
{I'll do what is correct}, or maybe not.”
The student chooses, based on his
particular desire. The statement in
the book Let Us Make Man, “The
moral rightness or wrongness of an
act must be judged by what preceded
it, not by what follows it,” may have
very little meaning to a person who
makes all his choices based upon
ends and means®.

Once again, we see a phenomenon
akin to autism come into play, for
clearly the concepts of choice for the
secular Jew and for the authentic
Jew are based upon different
worldviews. The beginning BT simply
will not refrain from certain acts, or
indulge in others just because “it says
so in the Shulchan Aruch” First he
will hear, then he will decide—
nishima, and then no’aseh...maybe.

MAKING CHOICES
~~THREE APFROACHES

e must look a little deeper

‘J‘ ; into the concept of choice to

see how choosing affects the

BT and how his choosing process can

be, and unfortunately often: is, detri-
mental to him or her.

When a person is confronted with
what he ought to do or be, he is pre-
sented with a few possibilities. The
*oughts” are (1) Moral Ought you ought
to be kinder; (2) Prescriptive Ought: You
ought to exercise; and (3) Spiritual
Ought: You ought 10 keep Shabbos.
{The Torah Jew will actually view all
three as spiritual, to some degree )

The BT comes from a world
wherein most, if not all, choices that

2 Let Us Make Man, Abraham J. Twerski, CIS Pub-
lishers, 1987.
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he makes in regard to what he cught
to do are prescriptive choices. “You
ought to go into the army” is prescrip-
tive in peace time, for there you will
get training in a desirable skill. In
times of war, it could be a moral
choice. Even how one behaves in pri-
vate matters today is not viewed as
being in the moral realm but the pre-
scriptive. There are very few moral
choices in the Western world. but
there are many “hang-ups.”

When this Jew comes to the Torah

chooses to spend his nights at the
movies, he is choosing “not to be.”
Every choice now has spiritual rami-
fications. This changing of choices in
an attempt “to be” is epitomized by
the Akeida. Avraham Avinustruggled
with his “Jewish self” when asked to
take his son for a sacrifice. Rashi
points out the struggle there, And yet,
he said, “Hinetni,” for Avram had be-
come Avraham. His identity changed
and the choices he had to face in life
changed with his identity.

He sees chessed, Shabbos, Yom Tov, and he begins
to feel a part of a continuity: This is what he is. This is
what he should always have been. And yet, at this
point, he is simply unable to accept the miraculous.
But he will not throw out the baby with the bath water.

world, he is entering a world wherein
every choice he makes has cosmic im-
plications. To eat or not eat the beef,
or to drink milk with it, is no longer a
prescriptive choice but a spiritual one.
Now his choice is not solely selfishly
oriented. Now he must consider the
laws of Hashem as well. It will be a
long, hard process to arrive at such a
state wherein such a chioice no longer
remains., On this, Rabbi Eliyvahu
Eliezer Dessler, ?"¥1, has said in
Michtav Me’eliyahu, that you have
truly mastered a particular challenge
when you have incorporated the posi-
tive response into your routine to the
extent that it is no longer a battle
within you. The frumJew will not turn
on the oven on Shabbos. This is not a
struggle; he has mastered that par-
ticular level of cbservance.

The secular Jew has no such inter-
nal confliet in regards to Shabbos
prohibitions. Neither does the FFB.
But the BT will walk a tightrope for a
long time, not only with Shabbos
mitzvos, but with all the others. And
hashiafa imperatives could torment
him for a lifetime.

The BT is now making choices not
only in regard to beliefs; he is making
a choice “to be™: to be an authentic
Jew. When he chooses to study To-
rah, he chooses “to be.” When he
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AN EAGERNESS
TO SWALLOW IT ALL

teshuva, that some very serious
considerations must be exam-
ined, both by the Rabbe’im of BT
yeshivos and by the BTs themselves
as to the different perspectives the BT

It is here, at the initial stages of

i brings to begin his journey. After the

person has had his/her “This is it]”
elation, after he has fully realized that
he came from a world of shekker and
“chasing after wind,” he is like one
who has come in from a week in the
desert and walked into a smorgas-
bord. He wants it all.

He wants to emulate people that
just a few short months ago he had
never heard of. Like the young man
who just won the lottery, he simply
does not know how to invest and so
he looks to the people who do. The
Rabbe'im at these yeshivos put in
long, hard hours to help the young
men and women, and get precious
little pay for it. It is real mesiras
nefesh to keep these places running.
One immediately sees the Torah in
these men and knows that they are
“men of truth.” The young (or not so
young) beginners are drawn to the
Rabbe'im as they were never drawn to
their college professors.

Here is the first mistake that the
BT makes. The BT often assumes
that anything one of the Rabbe'im
has to say—whether in a halacha is-
sue, a hashikafa issue, or a personal
one—is the final word on the subject.
That is to say, that if the BT is to dis-
agree on any particular point, then he
feels that he is going against the To-
rah, which the Rav, in his eyes, rep-
resents. He wants to be a good soldier
and do exactly as the captain says.
The Rabbe’im do not mean to instll
such extreme loyalty in him, but it is
prevalent nonetheless..., The Mishna
in Avos describes four kinds of stu-
dents, the first of which is “the
sponge.” The sponge does not know
how to analyze the information he
absorbs, and does not know when or
how to apply what to himself. Such is
the beginner.

A DAY IN LIFE OF A SPONGE

e following scenarios are
cases that are drawn from ac-
tual experiences, repeated too

often:

* One day, it is suggested to
“Bruce,” a BT who has been learning
for a while and is now keeping
Shabbos, that he should seriously
consider getting married. The young
man immediately begins to think pre-
scriptively: “Should I get married
now? What about money ? What
about a career? Where would I live?
Here in Israel or in America? Am [
ready as a Torah Jew to marry?” This
particular Rav may then answer
these prescriptive considerations
with spiritual advice. The Rav may,
for instance, show the young man
what the Shulchan Aruch has to say
about someone who is not pursuing
shidduchim. Bruce would not con-
sider marriage, at this time, as being
in his best interest. He is, of course,
not guilty of deliberately defying
halachic guidelines; he is simply
thinking prescriptively,

* “Randy” has graduated college,
and before going to medical school (or
law school}, decides to spend some
time in Israel, and ends up in a BT
yeshiva, After he has been there for a
while and has had his “This is it/ " ex-
perience, he begins talking on mitz-
vos. When summer is over Randy de-
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cides (with heavy parental influence)
that the time has arrived to go to
medical school {or law school). At this
point it is suggested to him that the
Jewish people need “learners,” not
another lawyer. Now Bruce is torn
between two desires: the prescriptive
versus the spiritual. Must they be
mutually exclusive? Absolutely not.
But the “sponge” has a hard time
making the difference.

Afier the person has
had his/her “This is it!”
elation, after he has fully
realized that he came
from a world of shekker
and “chasing affer
wind,” he is like one who
has come in from a week
in the desert and walked
into a smorgasbord. He
wants it all.

ARE THERE SOLUTIONS?

here are ways of dealing with

this conundrum.... To begin

with, mutual understanding
and respect should be established
between those who teach and those
who learn; understanding what a
dJew’s tachlis in this world is, in gen-
eral, and of what this particular Jew’s
tachlis is. At this critical point, the
considerations of the BT's needs,
long-range potential, and personal
dynamics must be given a lot of
weight, for he is vuinerable and may
not be able to make life decisions in a
balanced way. We must remember
that he still thinks prescriptively,
while trying to incorporate spiritual-
ity into his life.

The next step should be taken by
the BT, based on the passage in Avos:
“Asei lecha Rav.” Each person must
find a Ravwho can come to know him

The Jewish Observer, May 1993

intimately, for only such a person can
know what is best for him in a spiri-
tual realm, in a prescriptive realm, in
an emotional realm, and in a physi-
cal realm. When Shlomo Hamelech
said, “Marbeh eitzeh marbeh
chachma—With more counsel comes
more wisdom,” he did not mean that
one should totally surrender his bet-
ter judgment or ignore his own feel-
ings on a particular matter. Rather,
he meant that one should seek the
advice from one qualified to give it,
and one of the qualifications must be
that he knows the individual inti-
mately.

Another suggestion: The Rabbe’im
should convene a session for all be-
ginners after they have been in their
institutions for a while, and explain to
them that here they are learning To-
rah, and that Torah touches all as-
pects of a person’s mind, body, emo-
tions, familial ties, etc. As the person
learns and incorporates Torah
knowledge and values into his think-
ing, he will be changing, just like a
small-town kid evolves and develops
in bootcamp.

Without such a sessjon, this inter-
nal process will not be readily appar-
ent to the novice, and he will make
mistakes in his relations with friends
and family, which often end up in a
chilhil Hashem. Further, the person
needs {o be advised at this early criti-
cal and vulnerable stage, not to make
any decisions without first consider-
ing the long-range consequences of
any such action, for definitions are
changing and so are the emphases on
what is important in his life. He must
be advised not to write that letter
home about the wonders of Torah, for
heis notyet a competent spokesman,
and in doing so, he may alienate his
family.

No, a “sponge” is neither a mind-
less robot nor a born-again fanatic.
He is excited, however; and in his
exuberance, he is liable to make some
rash decisions that will have long-
term effects in his life, for better or for
worse.

One last bit of advice: the person
should daven that Hashemsend him
competent people who will care
enough to become intimate with him
and lead him on a road to being a
good Jew. [

H+ Qs 1 *R#S

Monday-Friday (Day)  8:00 AM-12:60 Noon | -
Monday-Thursday (Eve.) 8:00 PM-11:00 PM |
Sunday &00 AM-12:00 Noon :

9.00 PM-11:00 PM
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o Jews all over the world the land of Israel is

known as the Holy Land. Every rock, every

free, every stream i endowed with a sacred
qugiity by G-d whe has chosen this soil as a home for
His Pecple. Moreover, the geography of the country
s filed with the names of cities, rivers, and mountaing
that are found in the TanachBibie) and have gained
everiasting significance in the history of the Jewish
nation. Mention & site in Gadil, Somaria, or Judeah,
and the echoes of the past come
rumbling down through the ages,
with tales of lsrael’s fierce devolion
to G-dand the heroism of its people
inthe face of enermy hosts,

# is described in the Torch as
“the land upon which the Heavenly eyes rest con-
stantly. from year's beginning fo year's end”
(Deuteronomy 1:11), As the holy Ramban
(Nachmanides) expiains: While ail lands and it
people are Divinely controlled through intermediar-
ies. the people of Israel are under the direct
supervision of Almighty G-d, For this reason, prayers
ond supplication offered in Erefz Yisrael have ¢ spe-
Cici power to them.

Yet evenin the Holy Land one may single out cit-
es and stes which have been especialy hollowed.
n bygone centudes, almost from the beginning of
fime, certain places have gained rencwn as spirtual
wellsprings, as sources of self-renewal, as passage-
ways to the gates of heaven. Over o fime span that
covers thousands of years, It was to these centers that
Jews sfreamed fo celebrate thelr joys or lement their
grief. Above oil, these places were made holy by the
countiess prayers that were uttered n ther prasence,
by the rain of tears that were shed as Jews sought to
commune with G-d and find sokace in their time: of
affliction.

Modem-day trave! conditions and the easy ac-
cass avdilable have resuited in a newfound
movernaent among Jews to visit the graves and holy
sites 1o pray for personal and nationdal salvation.

These pages wilt serve as a guide fo the Jewish
tourist or setfler who wishés o visif these ancient res-
ervairs of faith whence Jews draw new strength and
find miraculous cures for the languishing spirit,

JERUSALEM

Like o brifiont jewsl in a splendid seding, the Old City
of Jerusalem lies on two hills surounded by a Bng of
mouniains. s namrow streets and high walls, pen-
efrated by eight broad gates, recall the ancient past
of this city, As for back as the tirme of
Abraham, Jerusalem, then known
as Salem. was a center for the wor-
ship of G-d. When the Isroelites
invaded the Holy 1and, Jerusalem
remained in the hands of the
Jebusites untit it was conguered by King David. After
captuing this stronghold, King David made it his copi-
tal, whereupon the city became the pofitical and
spififudl center of Israel. There itwas that King Sclomon
buitt the Termple which confained the Holy of Holies
where the Sh'chinah—the Divine Presence-rested
between the outspread wings of the Cherubim.

Text reprnted, in abridged forrn, with permission friom ANCIENT
SITES IN ISRAEL, published by Diskin Orphan Horme of israet

Three
times a
year vast
pilgrim-
ages
from alf
parts of the country
streamed to the Temple
to celebrate the
Festivals of Pesach,
Shavuoth and
Succoth. In ioter
years, great prophets
prociaimed their inspired uiter-
ances to crowds gathered in the streets of the
city. After the decline of the Jewish kingdom, Jerusa-
lem with its Temple fell to Babyionia, to be rebuilt by
Ezra and Nehemiah after their retum from exile. in 70
C.E. the city was again wrasted from Jewish hands,
this time by the Romans who razed its buiidings and
destroyed the Second Temple.,

Inthe yvear 673, Jensalem fellinto the hands of the
Moslerms who made it their second
miost important shrine, but their out-
rages against Christians led o the
imvasion and capture of the city by
the Crusaders in 1099, The City was
refaken by the Mostermn sultan,
Salading in 1387 and remained aimost continuousty
under Moslem confrol until it was caphared by the Bris-
ish during World War i onag became a British Mandate.
Upen the ferminafion of the Mandate in 1948, Jews
and Arabs fought for possession of the cify, Finally the
Jews were forced to surrender the Old City but held
the New City unfil the Six Day Wor whenboth parts of
the city were reunited.

Kotel Ha-ma’aravi - The Western
Wall For centunesit has been a tradition that the
Jew who comes to Jerusalemn goes directly fo the
Kotef Ha-ma’aravi. "Never did the Sh'chinah part
from the Western Wall*—s0 do owr Sages cepictthe
most sanctified of all Jewish holy places, the portion
of the wall that once surrounded the Temple Court,
which is the sole remnant of our destroyed sanchu-
ary. While the Temple stood. the Kotel Ho-ma'aravi
was part of the massive enclosure which protected
the place of worship within.

Qur Sages relate that the Almighty made an oath
that the Western Wall would never be destroyed.
When the Kolel Ho-ma aravi survived the devasta-
tion wrought by Titus” armmies, the Wall iseff became
the focus of Jewisn prayer and aspiration. During ol-
most two thousand years of dispersion.‘when Jews
were haunted by oppression and despair, the Wall
was thare 1o signify that G-d had not forsaken His
people and that the ulimate reclemption for which
they vyeamed would still come.

Synagogues in the Old Cify Prior 10 1948, the
QOlg City of Jerusalemn dispioyed ¢ number of im-
pressive synagoegues which wera builf many years
ago, The most famous was the Churvah of Rabbi
Judah He-chosid, This picus leader came from Po-
land, fogether with hundreds of his disciples, to
setfle in the Holy Lang in the beginning of the
eighteenth century. Next to the ruing of a syno-

gogue which Lo
wasfoundedbythe Ramban.
his followers built a new synagogue which
they nomed ofter thelr spiitual guide, After ¢ hun-
dred and fifty yedars the Synagogue was sHil
unfinished; therefore it was given the name
Churvah—ruins. For rany years the Churveh syna-
gogue served as a center of the Ashkenazic
communityinthe Gid City, During the 1248 warthe
Old City wos occupied by the Jordanians, and the
Churvoh, together with many other holy places,
was completely gemolished by the Arabs.
Fortunately, the Ohr Ha-chayvim Synagogue.
named after Rabbi Cham Ben Atarwho came tothe
Holy Land in the eighteenth century. did not sufferthe
same fate s the otherhouses of worship because of
its prosdmity to the Armenian quarter
of the city.

Har Ha-Zethim—The Mount
of Olives Tc the east of Jerusa- §
tern, rising 2.700 feet above sca
level and overooking the Temple
site, stand the Mount of Ofives, most eminent among
the mountains which encircle the Holy Clty. Since
earliest times, Har Ha-zethim, also known as Har Ha-
mishchoh, occupies a unigue place in the winding
course of history.

According to the Aggadah, the clive branch
which the dove bore in its beak when # retumed fo
Noah in the ark was jaken from the Mount of Clives
which was ieft untouched by the ravages of the
Flood, During the First ond Second Temple, the ashes
of the red heifer, which were used o purify uncleon
persons, were prepared on the summit of this rmoun-
tain. When beacens were used during the Second
Temple fo prociaim the new month and to fix the fime
for the holy days, it was from the Har Ha-zethirn thot
the first message was flashed. There, 100, were found
the stalis, known 10 be kept by pure hands, which pro-
vided the ol and fowl which were
used for sacrifices in the Temple.

Evenwhen the Temple layinry-
ins, the Mount of Oiives continued to
occupy o central position in Jawish
national life. The custom of pro-
claiming the new month and fixing the time of the
holy days. now performed by the elders of the Jerusc-
lem Beth Din instead of the Sanhedrin, wos not
inferrupted. On festivals, parficularly during Succoth,
a multitude consisting of Jerusalern Jews who had
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breen joined by their brethren from other parts of the land

< and flom the Diaspora would ascend the mountdin and
GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL celebrate the occasion with fervent chanting and prayer,
MINISTRY OF TOURISM « NORTH AMERICA An opposite mood prevated when Jews would congre-
gate on the mountain, facing the Temple ruins, and utier

HAPHAEL FARBER theidr somowtut iament on the national doy of mouming, the

SIS TR SO Ninth of Av. These observances confinued untl the end of
FOR NORTH AMERICA ihe Gﬂonic ﬁmeﬁ
Pillar of
Absalom
Aprit 29, 1993 Since the eary days

of Jewish setiie-
ment in the Holy
Land, the Mount
of Olives has
been known as

We know your special bond with the Land of Israel, your ties to its holy sites, he finat resting
your understanding of the sanctity of its air and preciousness of its very soil. place for Jews who achleved

glory during thelr lifetime. Many of these

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to extend greeting to the readers of The Jewish Observer.

Your every visit to Israel, no matter how many times you've been here, is

r!;‘ore thz&n a vact';:;ion. 1t ii a pilgrirnage. 1t has been said that a trip of graves consist of caves tunneled into the mountainside,

thousand mites ins with a single step. When your destination is the Holy i

Land, every step along the way is an ascent - an aliya of sorts, some of them surmounted by imposing monuments of
stone, Perhaps the best known iandmark among these

E is our hope tga.t webcan Vr;ua.lfledvour ngxt tri;gr gs enrichifng as our forefathers early tornbs is the Pillar of Absolom, made famiiar te Jews

wa)\:l.e envisioned it to be. We’ll do our best, e rest, of course, is up to the word over by the many sketches and drawings which

. . i have gppeared in prinf. While there is some question
We ipok forward to greeting you and accommaodating you in every way we whether the Pllar of Absalonm s fre ruly the burial place of

can- King David’s son, Absalem, there is a general agreement
Sincerely, 7 that thisis the structure thatis signifiedin the passage which
/\) 0/ 3 %;— _ states (Samuel i 18:18): “And Absalom befook himself and
erected duing hislitetime a monument affer his name, and

Raphael Farber called  the Pillar of Absalom, untit the present day.”

Cave of Jehosaphat A iitfle behind the Pitar of
Apsaiormandtoitsright,inthe hollow scoopedoutforthe
monument, stands a decorated entrance which leads
tc anancient cave, According to fradition, large proces-
sions with musical gocompaniment would come fo this
cave every few years o biing quantifies
of shemos-wem leaves of sacred scrolis
350 Fifth Avenue, 19th Fiuar « New Yark, NY 100113 « TEL: 1212} $60-4600 EXT. 250 FAX: 12E2 6294368 and books—for twurlal in  the
mountainside.,

Another farmmous monument which
marks the grave of one of the illustrious fig-
wes on the Mount of Olives is the one erected over the

® Rates in U.S. doflars tomb of the prophet Zachariah, Corved in one piece out
B Rates include urdimited mﬂeage of the solid mountain rock, the structure stands ot the de-
" i ; scent leading to the Kidron ang the Valley of Jehosaphat.
" ?ftens V?Io ;%tégcf[;gj méu;ig;za fOfy Al the base stands the enfrance to the bursial cave with
LA ; teps leading d ds,
if C.D.W.is not purchased. sepsieachg donmer
57 Days advance booking requfered Caves of the Prophels Not only the prophet
"p b di d Zachariah but dlso ciher great seers of oiden times are
repay m&:nf y cré _’T ca( ' allegedly interred on the slopes of the Mount of Olives,
= Cancellation or modification fees including Hulde, the prophetess. One cave, inporticular,
may apply. has gained repute as the final abode of several Jewish

prophets, The cave ifseif s entered by a very cld stone
staircase leading downwards. inside there are three

From U.SA: 1-800-331-1084 OR 1-800-552-0141 1 . O?h.ef supterranean F:hornbers brqnching off fron; fhe
o [NEIH T Covon: 14008752847 OR 10026533 | ottt soconaTamoe. re foundiniho wols

of these chambers.

OUR P R ,C ES From its biblicot baginnings as the burial place of the
most princely figures in israel, Har Ha-zethim became
STAY THE s A M E known as the last resting place of the most pious and
leamed Jews through the centuries. Among the oidest

tombs are the tens of caves that are found scattered
along s slopes and foothils. The names and otigins of the

" Based on 7 days Rental,

per day*
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esteemed persons buried there have been mostly
forgotten; stil, throngs of Jews visit these graves and
pray there fervenily, often shedding tears unexpect-
edly as the sanctity of their surroundings touches the
innermest recessas of their hear!s. Itis known thatin
one particular cave Rabbi Obadiah of Bartnuro, au-
thor of the brilliant commentary on the Mishnah, lies
interred.

As g resulf of the powerful yeaming which Jewsin
ol ages have felt for buarial on the Mount of Olives,
neardy 100,000 graves cover the mountainsides, From
1948 to 1967, white the Mount of Clives was in Arab
hands, fens of thousands of graves were desecrated.
Ancient burial grounds were recklessly dug up, build-
ings and monumends destroyed. and gravestones
shattered everywhere,

The Holy Obr HachaimThe Mt. of Olivesis aiso
the lacation of the grave of Rabbeinu Chaim ben
Atar, known by the name of his great kabbalistic
commentary, the holy Ohr Hachaim,

The community of Jerusalem would gather at this
site whenever difficult questions arose. It was here
that they felt that they could plead thelr case with the
Almighty s the metit of the Ohr Hachaim would be
beneficial.

Eventoday thousands amve here on the anniver-
sary of hlis death (15 Tarmug). The sight of so many Jews
engrossed in supplication is frdly inspiring,

The Pool of Siloam By following the dry bed
of the Kidron. one Is able 1o visit ancther famed
historical landmark. In Biblical times, the city of
Jerusalem originally received its water supply from
the spring Gihon, which lay outside the walls, About
700 B.C.E. King Hezekiah, fearful that his enemies
might basiege the City and cut off the water supply,
caoffed for a remarkable engineering feat, A tunnet
approximately 1,700 feet long was bored through
the hillside, which brought the watess of this Gihon
to the: Pool of Siloam, which was located inside the
city. In Tanach, Hezekiah is highly praised for this
accomplishment. An inscription on the wall of the
tfunnel was accidentally discovered in 1880, which
describes the scene
which teok place when
the tunnel was finally
completed.

To protect the
Siloam from the foe,
two paraliel walls
with @ gate -tower
were constructed
around the section where
the pootstood. Through this gate Zedkiah.
the last king of Judah, fled when Jerusciem was be-
leaguered by the Babyionians, ondy o be coptured
of Jercho as he ctempled to reach the Jordaon.

Tomb of the Prophet Samuel High upinihe
Judean hills, atop the tallest mouniain that stands
close to Jerusalern, a large stone building may be
seen with two domed towers reaching fo the sky.
“Nebi Samuel” the Arabs call this landmark, forthe
point where i stands is the bibiical Ramah, the
burial place of the revered prophet Samuei. De-
picted by our Sages as the equal of Moses and
Acron. Samuei is the cnly one among the seers of

fsrael whose place of internment is mentioned in
the Tanaoch. “Master of the prophets,” as he is
called, itis no wonder that the jocation of his tomb
has been guarded by an unbroken tradition that
Spans many. Many Gges.

Visitors to this famed site must olimb a peck almost
29000 feet above seq tevel, Some believe that
Harinch, the mother of Samuel, is also buried on this
ground, Still others claim that Somuel’s father,
Elkanah, and his two sons are likewise buried here, A
poot of water neor the tomb is alleged fo have been
used as a mikvah. Some 800 years ago, g synogogue
stood near the grove where Jews would come o
pray. In time, however, the synagogue gave way o
a Moslern house of worship. Notwithstanding foreign
intrusions. thousands of Jews from Middle Easten
communities mode the arduous joumey to the cave,
making o special effort to arrive by the 28th day of
Ivar pelieved fo be theday of the prophet’s passing.

The Caves of the Great Sanhedrin At the
northern perimeter of Jerusalem stands a cave,

9" w/wheels............. .$14.95
31" wiwheels .............. $21.95
33" w/wheels .............. $26.95

4627 New Utrect Ave., (Corner 47th St.)

Boro Park » (718)435-6330

S o)

America’s largest luggage wholesalers
» [ owest discount prices on all name brand luggage.
o Widest selection of qualily luggage, business cases,
frunks, travel accessories.

e We service what we sell.
Authorized repair department on premises.

Out of state 1-800 Dial - 011 or 1-800 342-5011
: In Manhattan

420 Madison Ave. (Bet 48th & 491 Sts.)

(212) 688-1944

425 5th Ave. (Bet. 38th & 39th Sts.)

(212) 686-6905-6

708 3rd Ave. (Bet. 44th & 45th Sis.)

{212) B67-5556

1113 6Gth Ave. (Bet. 42nd & 43rd 5ts.)

(212) 768-0097

26 Broadway (Frfrance 3 Beaver 51)

(212) 344-0500-1

6 East 23rd S1. (Near 5th Avenve)

(212) 225-0180-1

1193 3rd Ave. (Bet, 69th & 70th S5t5.} '8

(212) 249-1866 5

2468 Broadway (Bel. 91st &92nd Sts.)

(212)787-6897

dating back to antiguity, with g double layer of
buriat vaudis within, Aniron gate has been erected
across the large entrance as a protective measure.
According to a tradition handed
down by word of mouth from one
generation 1o the next, this cave
houses the graves of the seventy
members of the Great Sanhedrin
which presided during the Second
Temple, Over seven hundred years age, an emis-
sary to the Holy Land wrote of the existence of this
cave. Other writers in later years coroborated this
opinion. Of the many burial caves that are found
clong the edges of the Holy City containing the
sepulchers of pious and leamed Jerusalemites of
long ago, the cove of the Great Sanhedrinjs one of
the few whose occupanits are known today.

Tombs of the Kings n 1140, o schoigrly
fravsier, Benjomin the son of Jonah, set cut from
Tudela, Spain, on a jeurney which fasted thirteen
years. He visited cifies and communitiesin Southem

havfuons:

Discontinued closeouts

50% OFFlist price
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A few months ago a plea to 3xv» 33 1's was articulated through an “Open Letter to

Klal Yisroel” in The Jewish Observer. Themopen letter described in some detail the |

Wopportuntty ofa Iifettme—the opportunity to change the course of Jewish history Our

""responsrbiiity to save every Jewish iife that can be saved is a responsrbihty that takes

precedence over our everyday needs, and even over our everyday patterns of 1D PP,

A flerce war Is now raging in Eretz Yisroel! SHUVU/RETURN Is locked In battlewith the

150 ,000 Russian Jewish children in Eretz Yisroel, dedicated o’:poy have succeeded in
* enrolling approximately 3,500 students in full time Torah study bp‘ﬁn “peong ws. They
“know that uitrmateiy thelr work will be crowned with success ‘because mxy: o -;z-i:mm
wm‘rp‘t guarantees that evemuatiy every member of $x1w 995 will return to "I"l'.'in’ .

The cry of each indivtdual neshama begging to be re-umted with 'i"ijns own is a cry we

must hear, a cry which must generate a response ot unrestramed comrmtrnent to the

principie of ms v o*:wy sxmw 52,

i We must try to do ior someone eise s chiid what we wouid want for our own chrtdren o

min peacetrme peopie are occupled wrth a Ilveiihood In wartrme the vrtai issue IS savrngmm"m

ilves'

...................................................................................................................................

in response to that “Open Letter to Kial Yisroei " a melamed pledged $7 200 payable

" over three years A computer programmer dipped into his savings and gave $5,000

prevrousiy earmarked for his chi!dren s weddings A kollel member pledged to raise

$1,0 OOG over the course oi one year More than trity others gave or piedged $1 DOO or

more

e ~ We can be sure that therr heroic deeds were inscribed ‘;‘yon D'owa as testimony tothe

heights Yidden can reach As a resuit oi these new donors four new programs werewmn

initrated two new parents programs were Iaunched and two school expansmns were

-wbegun
o Make no m.-stake' The war for these precious JEWi'Sh SOUIS IS not takmg place Hl Eretzw“m

w“Yisraei This war is being fought in Jewrsh homes and businesses in Americaf When onew.w

Wof you wonderfui readers ls moved to pledge $1 000 we know 'r o: thar one mare pre-mwm

cious mows has been saved. The facts speak for themselves.

SH UVU/HETURN has added almost 70 new ciassrooms tO exrstmgschoois,thereby
'""5&6653&5{{5{’}'h'éh"'s"éﬁ'&"é'S?HEW%IJQQEQH"é't'{}éié}{i's"""'s""riu""v{iiﬁié"T"u'ﬁn""r'iéé“Hi"r'é'&”{'r'éiﬁéa"""""'"“

mKrruv workers to show Russran parents the beauty of a Torah true chrnuch SHUVU/WWU




e kb T e S A P i

...FROM THE BATTLEFIELD

""RETURN has located unused bulldings and refurbished them to create new schools in
“areas that were a virtual wilderness. SHUVU/RETURN has provided after-schooi pro-
““grams, summer camps and special Yom Tov programs to help create an overall Torah

"true environment. SHUVU/RETURN has coordinated the efforts of Russian Kiruv workers

"""'i'ii“é?éiiViéF&é'l"ié'"éé'ﬁi’é'\i'é"é"ﬁéii&i{ﬁi‘&é"Hé't"%ﬁ{ 'of cooperation and unity. Amazingly,

' SHUVU/RETURN has piaced 3,500 chi;dren into ‘Yiddishe chinuch for approximately

""$1,000 per child.

1 o
P s

.......

‘Past performance Is a clear indication of the ability of SHUVU/RETURN's selfless

personnel to save fives for Torah and Yiddishkeit. More such programs are ready to be

) put Into action. The outcome of the battle is now in your hands. When a relative is v
*battiing a life-threatening iliness, we know we must spend tens of thousands of dollars

" tosavea life. Through SHUVU/RETURN, we have the rare opportunity to save a Yiddishe

“neshama from aimost certain destruction with the affordable sum of $1 000 payable""m"

" over 12 months.

" SHUVU/RETURN has launched a national campaign to enroll 500 new associates in

'""i'ﬁé'i?%}i'"K";S'ié&'é'é"B'f"ii"'ﬁtié'"viﬁii'iﬁéiié'}é{{é'ii}'l'{ﬁéﬁ'ﬁé}'"i”ri"t"ﬁé"fé‘s"éﬁé‘6? anentirevay

~ sxmww. Please rise to the challenge and toge:her let us merit the indescribable nr1 ot

Nﬁb Dﬁu} D“? 1$‘ND 5“11&"?3 I'\I'I'R WBJ B“P!D'l 33

b

.,
nsricpscoaresnsbns sotire
P ;

Please cali Avrohom Biderman (718) 236-3124 or Mordechai Mehlman (718) 692-3434
'""55'ﬁigﬁagi"éi}'t'i"é"r"rﬁ'é'ﬁ"iﬁ"ﬁ?ﬁgﬁéi.é'iiiﬁém(ﬁ5')"5?5:555“6EfiiéE't"'i'l:ié"§Fii§Vﬁfﬁffﬁﬁﬁ'Effi'ééww'""

“at Suite 3300, 39 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10038; (212) 425- 3500 Let them tell you me""'"""'

great things that your generous contribution will accomplish.

H
et e een o

H

H

H

'If you are going to Eretz Yisroel, let Michoel Gutterman show you first hand what

~ SHUVUis doing ‘and how much more it would do if it had the funds. One. eye -witness vis;tmw

" wili convince you to become a full member of the SHUVU team effort.

THE PREC’OUS ;'TD&?J YOU SAVE 'I'ODAY
W".l. FOREVER ENRICH YOUR ENﬂRE FUTURE'_‘_m_H____w___w_
”‘.‘.Please ma.uf e ..sawng... Comr;buf;on ?o

_ SHUVWARETURN, 39 Broadway Surte 3300 New York NY 10006 (212} 425 3500
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Maybe the nicest part about visiting Israel is the warm, affectionate
welcome you get. From lIsraelis of all ages. Like good
diplomats, we'll make you feel at home. You'll be treated like a long-lost
cousin (which you may very well bel).

Come visit us soon. The kids can't wait to see you.

ISRAEL GOVERNMENT TOURIST OFFICE
New York: 212-560-0600 x 249 + Atlania: 404-875-9924 « Chicago: 312-782-4306 - Dallas: 214-991-9097
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Europe. Asla, and Africa, keeping areceord of facts
and statistics which were of interest not only for
Jewish history but for world history s well, His “Trav-
els” recounts that in 1171 he was in the holy city of
Jerusalern which, he cbserves, is surrounded by talf
hifls. *And on Mount Zion,” he rermarks, “are the
graves of fhe House of David and graves of the
kings who reigned affer him.” Cther
travelersin the centuries that followed
gave similar testimony in theirwritings. h"i;‘ )
Thus there is sound documentation .ﬂ}"
for the fracktionat belief that on this e
mountain, fo the southwest of
Jerusciem, were buried the royal
dascendants of David.

The Tomb of Simon the
Just Amongthelast of the AnshaiK nesseth
Ha-g'dolah—the Great Assembly, which was first
conveked by Ezra—was Simon the Just, se named
because of his deep piely, his devotion to Torah
and the Temple worship, and deeds of kindness.
Early in the thitteenth cenfury it was allecdy re-
corded that the fomb of this illustrious fzaddik is
foundina cave dugoutofthe side
of a mouniain to the northeast of
Jerusalemn Almoest a cenfury ago.
Jows from the Holy City acquired
this haflowed grave and the fand
surrounding it by paying a large
sum of money to the Arabs who had taken posses-
sion of the site,

Like other burial caves found In the mountains,
the walls of the interior contain o large number of
burial vaults. It is believed that in these voulfs e emi-
nent Jews fenowned in thelr time for thelr
righteousness and learning, ameng them many dis-
ciples of Rabbi Simon. His wife, too, & said to be buried
there. In the comer of one of the rooms a vaulted
chamber has been carved cut of the rock. in this
grave, we are foid, Sirnon the Just lies buried.

Caves of the Small Sanhedrin and Calba
Sovura In the proximity of Simon the Just's cave
are found two other caves which Jews have re-
garded as sacred since the time of the Second
Tempie. On the side of the road 1o Mount Scopus.
a shett distance before the grave of Rabbi Simon,
stands another cave with burial voults inside, Ac-
cording to tradition, this is the tomb of the small
Sanhedrin, twenty-three in numiber, which alse pre-
sided during the Second Temple.
Anotherimportant cave inthistegion is one which
supposedly s the tomb of Calba Sovu’ o, father-in-Haw
of Rabbi Akiva who is listed among the three
Jerusalemites of the Secend Temple famed for their
great afffuence, Another of these wealthy person-
ages, Nokdimon the son of Gurion, is alse believed to
be buried here, During his lifetime, Nakdimon was re-
nowned for his chartable acts and marvelous deeds.

Tower of David Atthe entrance to the Old City,
by the Joffa Gate, stands one of the most familiar
kandmarks, the Tower of David. This siructure, offen
used as asymbot of the Old City . was one of the three
towers bullt by King Herod during the Second Temple.

RachePs Tomb On the road leading south-
wards from Jerusalem, close to the town of

Bethlehem, o solifary monument may be seen. As
the traveler approaches this lonely grave, he
strangely fancies that he is a long lost son refurning
tehismother'shouse, Anditis truly so., forin thistomb
#es the mother of israet who weeps for her children
throughout the long night of the Riaspora. Thisis the
grave of the etemnally beloved Mother Rachel.
Our sages tell us why Rachet was buied on the
roadside and not brought 1o rest in nearby
Bethlehem. With prophefic vi-
sion our father Jacob
toresaw that there would
come a fime when his de-
scendanis, as they were
being drivenbyNebuzaraden
10 exile in Babylonig, would
pass thisspot as they bent under
the oppressor’s yoke. Rachel's
tomb was placed there so thot
her chitdren, gs they ploddecd by, would invoke thelr

mother to plead to G-d for mercy in their dire misery.

Down through the ages this scene has repected
itself countiess times. Jews troubied in spirt, sick of
heart, bowed by fragedy come to the tomb of
Rachel, fo this memorial of everlasting motherhood,
to seek comfort and solace.

HEBRON

The Cave of Machpelah Second onlyfothe
Kotel Ha-ma’aravi is the Cave of Machpelah with
its grounds which our father Abraham bought from
the children of Heth, a sacred treasure cherished
by Jewssince ecgliest fimes. A visitor to thishallowed
plot finds himself transported back to the very
beginnings of cur people, for in this sanctified cor-
ner lie our ancestra forbears, Abraham., lsaac and
Jaceb, and at their side qur first mothers, Sarah,
Rebecca, and Leah. But the memories regress 1o
on even earlier age of history, to the time when
Adarn ond Chava, the first man and woman. &-d's

JULY

Invest
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memorable vacation
full of activities

.
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JERUSALEM RENAISSANCE HOTEL

Now more affordable than ever

reservations in Jerusalem
972-2-511824

6 Wolfson St., Jerusalem 91033
Tel: 972-2-528111
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own creation, were put to rest in the Cave of
Machpelah,

The buildings which surround the Cave of
Maochpelah today are not the work of Jewish hands.
Various edifices were erected on the spot by non-
Jaws, the later buildings constructed on the ruins of
the earlier struc- tures. The original
foundation and

i} however, are
b presurmed to
have been
laid during
e the First or
' Second Tempile.

The Hebron Cemetery OurSages
have indicated that even in early times the city of
Hebron was pardicularly sulted to serve as o burial
site, Since Jews first setlled in the Holy Lond, great
men who bought glory to israel were taken to
Hebron after their passing. Of the judges who ruied
over the country betore the monarchy was estab-
lished, the very first, Othniel the son of Kenaz, is
believed to lie in the ancient cemetery of the city,
togetherwith his disciples, Lkewise Jesse, the father
of David, and Ruth the Moabite are presumed
buried atop one of the Hebron hils where aMoslem
mosdue now stands. The tomb of Abner ben Ner,
commander of the Jewish arrnies, lies close by the
Cave of Machpelah. Hebron s aso one of the

s

ﬁr‘r

REICH HOTEL, JERUSALEM
$39

Bed & Breakfast per person
double occupancy*

Glatt Kosher
Large family accommodations
International Cuisine

TOLL FREE 1-800-552-0141

Banquet Facilities Available

Valid till 15 Nov. 93, excluding Jewish Holidays
*(not incl. service charge)

several cities where the Rambam is dilegedly bur-
ied.

Hebron belonged to the dim past until 1929, when
the city became the scene of o brutal Araby attack
against Jewish residents. Among those who suffered
rmartyrdorn during the outbreak were shudents of the
Hebron Yeshiva. A speciat section of the Hebron
cemetery, cdled the "Brothers Grave,” was set aside
for ihe victims of this nuthless massacre,

Tombs of Nathan and Gad It shoud be
noted that in fraveling from Jerusalem o Hebron,
one passes ¢ place named Haihol, There lie burled
two divinely inspired personages menticned in the
Tanach, Nothon the Prophet and Gad the Seer.

FROM JERUSALEM TO
SHECHEM

The Ruins of Shiloh 1umning northward from
Jerusalem, on the road feading to Shechem, a
small side road branches off o one of the early
historic places of Israel, the site of Shiloh. There the
Mishikkar stoced for more than three hundred and
fifty years, untit the First Temple was erected.

Jericho Tanach was the only source of informa-
fion regarding ancient Jericho. When Joshua led
the lsraelites across the Jordan, the first city which
they marched against was the walled stronghold
of Jericho.

In Tanach, Jericho is also denoted as the city
whose Inhabitants came to the prophet Elishe be-
cause the waters of the region were bad and the

] Jalare= .".gﬂ

ground baren. Elisha had d new cruse brought to
him, filed with salt, and cost it into the spring, say-
ing. "Thus saith G-d, | have hecled these waters.
There shall not be thence any more ... barren iand.”
And we ara told, "Thus the waoters were heated
unto this day.”

This episode is commmemorated in a spring which
waels up af the edge of the city called the Spring of
Elisha.

About hatf e mile from the spring are remains of O
synagogue that was built in the fifth or sixth century.
The mesaic floor which has been preserved has the
picture of armencrah and both Hebrew and Hebrew-
Aramaic inscriptions.

Joshua the Son of Nun, Nun, and Caleb
the Son of Jephuneh Further north, atop
Mount Ephraim, lies the fown of Hereth, identified in
Tanach as the burial place of Joshua the son of
Nun, successor to Moses. The location of Joshua's
grave hos been substantiated by a mamber of
sources. The graves of Nun, the father of Joshua.
and of Caleb the son Jephuneh, Joshua's contem-
porary, are aise found in this areq.

Joseph’s Tomb Anothersacrediondmark that
goes back to ancient times is the formb of Jeseph.
which is located in Shechem, a city situafed be-
tween the Biblical Mount Gerizim ond Mount Epbal.
In Tanach we are told that Joseph's moving plea.
"G-dshaliremember you; and you
shallbring up my bones from here,”
was heeded by the Israelites who
caried his coffin with them for forty
vears in the desett, When they en-
tered the Holy Land, Joseph was
laid fo rest on the pict of lang that Jacob had

‘purchased from Hamor, the father of Shechem.

Josepn’s fwo sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, are
believed to be buried nearby.

GAL!IL

Tzefat {Safed) Since the shdeenth century,
the city of Tzefat in the Upper Galil has been
known as the center of Jewish mysticism. The Holy
Arizal, Rabbiisaac Luria, spent the last three vears
of his life in the holy city of Tzefat, Here he ex-
pounded on the mysteries of the Zohar and
Kabhbaolah, t was here that he established his group
of discipies, known as the lioncubs of the A (Gurei
Ha Ay 1o whom he revedied his great teochings.
His major disciple through whorn he fronsmitted
the authorized version of his feaching was the
famed Rabbi Chaim Vital

nthe year 1572, a plague broke out in Tzefat,
claiming e Holy Arzal He was inferred in the oid
cemeteryin fzefat. His sonMoshe is buried next to him,

Inclose proxirmity is the mikvahthat the Holy Arzal
used white fiving In Izefat. To this doy people use that
mikvah pricr i¢ praying al his grove.

Tzefat was also the home of Rabbi Joseph Karo,
compiter of the Shulcharn Aruch, andof Rabls Jacobs
Beirav. who gained renown for his attempts toresiore
the Sanhedrin. Farmed also for its numerous lond-
marks, the clly includes among its historic places of
worship two synagogues attended by the Arizat—
one Sephardic, one Ashkenazic, and another
dedicatec ic the eaty Amorg, Rabbi Joseph Bannai,
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T wha s buried in anadicining cham-
“bet. There are also the Beth Yoseph'
Synogogue the Abuhav Synd-
j The Avrencher :

. Meron: Tombs of Rabbi Simon BarYohai -
and Rabbi Elazar Northwest of Tzefal, Builton |
ahill.stands the villoge of Meren, ance the héms ot

‘the saintly RAbbi Simon HArYohat. When Rav Simen
Gpenly criticized the Remans who dominated the
and; b -wds forced To take ﬂughf ond, to-

O?her?owenng figures| buned if TZefc‘rmciade The
ophet ‘Hosed ben Beari; the Kohein - Gado.' .
ehoiadah, whio served iri thé tifne of ng Jocsh'

Fest fedf he Beth
.:_Huzpnh Hamfurgmcn .ohe of 1he Aserah Hcrugo;

_pounded hls sacred

M e N W W W RE

forrifior Soges 65 F?ob_bi Eﬁez_er.th
*; fbenAzoriah, Robbi Judati b
i Gcmzu and Benyormn Hoﬂzad’

groves whlch wis teserved as :

his  Be _ place Tor Kohdnim, Other Tana imand;
eamed Jew, Restlokish; RwAﬁﬁF—ﬁcmeswh:chre S i Rav LN w ] Amom‘.:‘m including Rabbi Yochanar Ha: R
" “sotind over dnd aver ogoln whéh Jews gcther 1‘0' bRy _ - scndlc:' ind Rcbb‘ Isqoe qucm Reb Ado". -
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“Travel? Too expensive! [ YESHIVA STUDENTS*

s . " Fly "THE STUDENT SHUTTLE", e
We're just going to go to a bungalow... ALS non-stop flights for Elul Zman
And send the kids fo camp. :

And the two little ones will be in & day camp...
We'l probably take one or two 'small trips'...
Yes, everything costs more in the mountains...
The men eat out all week—what else?

We'll all need clothes for the country...

Bure, it gets a little dull sometimes...

There's a bus in fo the city...
-The kids need some 'spending mone

THIS SUMMER,
'I"AKE AN ECONOMICAL VACATION.

GO TO ISRAEI..

WE ALSO SERVICE
COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS

| PLANE TALK TRAVEL, Inc. L AL U L ) [AMILY SPECIAL: 2nd room almost FREE!

) Stay ot the Jerusalem Renaissance Hotel
{Mrs.} Judy Tenenboum (Mrs.) Aliza Grund (formerly The Ramacdia Renaissarice) -

718/951-6500 I FAX 718/258-3863| 718/258-0709 fooluiing: INDGOR/OUTDOOR FOOLS « TENNIS » SAUNA . -

 FITNESS ROOM « ofc. » GLATT KOSHER >

yrrrireers

*© The Boid Type - 435-3760
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Don’t Go To Israel

Without It!

“Ancient Sites of Israel”

Write to: Diskin Orphan Home
4305-18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 851-2598

A booklet describing the mekomos hakedoshim

PERFECT TRAVEL

has some pleasant surprises for you when you

go to lsrael via EL AL or SWISSAIR:

A FREE AUTOMATIC AVIS CAR FOR 3 DAYS, or
A FREE SHIFT CAR FOR 4 DAYS

UNLIMITED MILEAGE

GREAT HOTEL RATES INC. BREAKFAST & TAX
EFFICIENT, COURTEQUS SERVICE

21 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

ol
Peﬁec fave

212/682-6600

out of NY state:
800/222-1676

FAX 212/986-5262 |
206 East 38th Street (nr. 3rd Ave.} New York, N.Y. 10016

STEEPED IN YOUR PAST

&, Do Qkizmﬁ‘ Gz:jcbaﬂ'

There is no better iocation 1o celebrate your son’s Bar Mitzva
than the luxurious Sheraton Jerusalem Plaza Hotet, located
in the heart of the capital, within easy reach
of the Old City, Wastern Wall and Great Synagogue.
Qur giatt kosher catering is tailored to your specifications

and our luxurious facilities are designed to make your stay
as memorable as the occasion itself

Unique family plan available only from...
- The Sheraton Jerusalemn Plaza ...«
i Forthe Cetebration of alifetime -
For further information please call
Us.A: LH.R.C.: 1-800-5520141

Sheraton

Jerusalem Plaza
H OTEL
PHONE: 972-2-258111 FAX: (02) 231667 TELEX: 26160 SHRJM .

Gush Chalav NecrMeronin the village of Gush
Chalav are the tombs of the great sages Shemaya
and Avtalyon, Yochai the father of Rabtsi Shimon,
Yoel the prophet, and Rabbi Meir, author of
Akdamoth,

Peki'in. according 1o the proud tradition of its
inhabitants, has been settled by Jews virtually with-
cutinterruption since earliest times, Only for a short
period, aofter the Arab uprising In 1936, did the
Jewish population flee the city. When the distur-
bances subsided, families returned fo their
homesteads to resurme their ancient occupations
of tilling the scil and breeding silkworms.

Near @ spring in the center of town Is o cave
which is believed to have been the refuge of Rabbi
Simon baor Yohal
ond his son,
Flgzar, when
they fled from
the Romans in
the second
cenlury,

The ruins

of an an-

century was restored in 1873, Within the syna-
gogue are the remains of on even clder synagogue.

Tiberias. founded cohout 2,000 years ago on the
shores of Loke Kinnereth, is ancother center of hal-
lowed tertifory which has figured largely in Jewish
history since Talmudic times. When Jerusclem was
destroyed and Juddah ceased to
be the focus of rabbinic learning,
great goademies were foundedin
Tiberias and the Galil. In this fiour-
ishing sect of higher leaming the
Mishnah was completed around
the year 200 C.E. and the Palestinian Taimud cbout
200 vears later.

tike Tzefat ond Meron, Tiberias is renowned for ifs
many ancient landmarks and graves. some of them
daoting back to Bibiical imes.

Raobbi jechanan ben Zokai, founder of the
Yavneh academy. lies here fogether with his closest
discipies. Cther Tana’im, including one of the great-
est scholars of the second century, Rabbi Blezer the
Great, son of Hyrkanus, are buried nearby, as well as
such Hlustrious Amora‘im as Rav Amrni and Rav Assi,
On this same plot of ground stands the fomb of the
deeply cherished Rabbi Maimon, and his grandson
Rabbi David Hanagid, Ako on these grounds is the
grave of a holy person who fived in the seventeenth
century, Rabbi lsich Hurwitz, known cs the Shelohbe-
cause of his great work, Sh'nai Luchoth Ha-brith,

Onthe siopeto the west of the city is the cave of
the incomparable Rabbi Akiva, who fell as G martyr
at the hands of the Romans, According to fradition,
his twenity-four thousand discipies are buried on the
surrounding hiliside. His wife Is also believed to be ly-
ing nearby. Rabbi Moshe Chaim tulsoto, author
of the famous Mesilat Yeshorim s also buried there,

By far the most impressive monument in the
Tiberias ared is that of Ralbi Meir Ba’al Ha'ness (Mas-
ter of Miraciesy which is sifuated among the hot

Faumunsugayl
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Kiryat Sefer:
Ioraelys New 1orab City.

Finally, the dream ts within everyoned reach.

irvat Sefer. Your own home

in Israel is waiting for you

here in Kiryat Sefer. Step
out onto your terrace and breathe
the crystal air of the Judean Hills,
the backdrop for this unique new
community. Kiryat Sefer offers the
perfect environment for year-round
or part fime residents, families or
retirees at a price that will leave you
the peace of mind for living the life
you've always dreamed about.
Finally, a home in Israel is afford-
able for everyone.

This is Kiryat Sefer. A commu-
nity designed by b'nei Torah,
specilically tailored to the needs of a
frum population. In Kiryat Sefer,

Kiryat Sefer’s Chanukas
HaBayis is cefebrated b
HaGaon Rev Nisim Korelitz,
Shiitg, and Rosh Yeshivas
HaRay Pobvarsky, Shiita,
and HoRav Y. Rosen,
Shita, omong many ather
prominent Rosh Yeshivas,

you and your Family can be im-
mersed in an atmosphere infused
with spirttuality and love of learning
and Torah, with proximity to
Gedolei HaDor and thousands of
yeshiva families. One thousand units
of this 8,000-unit “city” are already
completed, and hundreds of families
are ready to become residents of
Kiryat Sefer.

Here you will find all you need
to conduct life in peace and comfort:
a choice of roomy, well-appointed
batei medroshim, schools, and yeshi-
vas. Your shopping needs will be
met by the community’s own mall.

Layouts range from a one-
bedroom, $45,000 apartment ideal
for a retired couple, to a $120,000,
four-bedroom, one floor town-house
suited to a growing family. Many
units have a rooftop terrace or
backyard and a sukkah porch,

For a limited time these units
are available to the U.8. market
through Kiryat Sefer’s American

4 example of Kiryat Sefer’s affordoble payments,

2 bedroom apartment:

Total cost: S65,000
Dawn poyment: 10% ..o N 36,500
Payments during year one: 20% _...... 13000

Monthly payment {based on 20-yeor muztguge}. 348

office. Call (718) 871-6026 for more
information or to arrange a personal
guided tour when you travel to Israel.
When visiting Israel call (02)
974-488 in Jerusalem or (03) 579-
2328 in B'nei Brak. We will person-
ally pick you up at your hotel or
residence for a tour of our beautiful
community. Kiryat Sefer, the chance
of a hfetime to live out your dream.

This advertisement does ot canstitute an offering,
which con anly be made by a formad prospectus.

: Island Avenue

n, NY 11218
(718) 871-6026
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springs for which the city is famous. Rabbi Meir, one

s " of the most frequently guoted Tana’im of the
TYPE OF CAR 154703 | 25:7083- RO Mishnah, is caied Ba’al Ha'ness because it was
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vV euaror aos 18 pormac 1 as7 581 8 o 0_9 3 8-5000 tombs of Sumnchus and Retz Shirmon Ben Elazar are
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The Graves of the Matriarchs Inacave
focated on the outskirts of Tiberias are the cata-
. . . comb graves of Yocheved, mother of Moshe
A fOOthOId n Israe’ 1S now a reahty.’ Rabeinu. her daughter Miiam, and her two daugh-

ters-indow Zpporah wife of Moshe, and Elisheva

Now is the time to buy an apartment | e of Anaron Hxohein.

Early sources (Seder Hadoros refer to a "City of

the Matriarchs” outside Tibericss wherein are buried

in these great women. Some are of the opinion that the
wives of Yackov, Biha and Zilpa are also buried there.

'MISHAB, one of Israel's leading The Old Cemetery in Tiberias, a veriabie
contraclors is bu”dmg throughout freasure frove for graves of the great Chasidic

masters such as Reb Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk,

Israe’ quur ".ous apar rments and the Holy Koheln of Kalisk, Reb Avrohom, the grand-

garden apartments, ranging in father of R Nachman of Breslov, Rabibi Nachman

Size from 2_5 bedrooms mOSt of Horodenka, Rabbi Menachem Mendel of
il

Premishlan, Rabbi Yaakov Shimshon of Shpitovke,

with open terraces. Rabbi ZevWolf of Tehami and Rabbi Chaim Abulasia.
MISHAB homes contain special |
features such as Succahporches, | HAIFA

tWO s’nkS’ Shabat elevato rs’ etc. The Cave of Elifjah |nthe city of Haifa, on the

descent of Mount Carmel, stands the Cave of
Elijah, cne of the most venerated places in the Haly
Land. Within these haliowed walls
the greatseer, Eljah, would gather
his disciples-called the “sons of the
prophets” - to instruct them in the

Choice sites include:

BJERUSALEM BMEVASSERET ZION
‘NETANYA B KFAR'SA BA B REH OVOT ways of prophecy. Here, too, the
BHAIFAB HERZLIA B KIRYAT SHMUEL popuitce would come to seek
BBNE|-BRAKE KARMIEL B SHOAM knowledge and counsel from the lips of Elijch.

Allthrough the year, throngs of Jews come 1o visit
the Cave of Elijah. There they recite the special
prayems that were composed for this occasion, On
the day after Shabbath Nacharnu, when the promy-
Ise of the redemption is read in alf synagogues. the
numbser swells into the thousands, a large proportion
of thern from the Near Eastern communities. With
deep plety they pray for the day when Eliah will re-
tumn to earth and escort ws, together with Moshiach

THE ONLY COMPANY IN ISRAEL BUILDING
COMMUNITIES FOR THE RELIGIOUS PUBLIC

VIDITNYG-EEADNMUI

ljil Taickeinu, Bimheiru V- Yomeinu, Amenl "
& New York: Rabbi Winter, Tol./Fax. (716)692-2285
=5 M ' s H A B Eve, {718)380-5150 Out of N, Y'S. Tol Free {1-800)845-6485
EREEEE HLSN CRSTACTON DEVEL PN COLTD ® Tel-Aviv: 27 Lillonblum St, Tal 972-3-664631 Fax, 472-3-5175074 For the compiete booklet, Anclent Sttes in lsrael, comact
& Jerusalem: | Hagidem St, Tl 972-2-254181 Fax, 972-2:254168 e ey oo Offrael, 4305 16t Avenus, Brookiyn,

LI TEIEEEE:

36

0 v Sy A S E R N S AN R RSN N N RSN P RN RN A N P R A AN kA I NN E S NN NN RV U U N E RS RE R R R AN N r N A A NN S A UGN AN U NN R EINNNFRRA NN NSRS RSN ]




The Use of Midrash

el

i

Rabbi Abraham Hassan and Rabbi Moshe Kupetz

J

18
EVERY
MIDRASHFOR
EVERYONE?
&4 abbi, do I have to believe that
Rivka was three when she got
married? Do I have to believe
in the stories of Livyoson?”

So asked a Russian girl in her early
twenties, a newcomer to the study of
Torah.

The use of Midrash in adult edu-
cation is constant and recurring.
Many educators, however, are not
aware that it can create problems.

There are many types of Midra-
shim in our literature. Some are
called Aggados and are included in
the Gemora, which endows them with
total authority. Others are found in
different books or collections, some of
which are universally accepted, such
as Midrash Tanchuma. Other books,
also called “Midrashim,™ are the sub-
ject of controversy. Rishonimdisagree
Rabbl Bassan, a native of Gibraltar, studied irz the
Yeshiva of Gateshead as well as the Kollel in
Johannesburg, He served as chaplain o the Jew-
ish students of the University of Witwaterspand
and the Universities of Manchester, and currently
is the program director of Project SEED Europe—
an aduli outreach prograro.

Rabbi Kupetz was born in Manhattan's Lower
East Side and was educated in American yeshivos
as well as the Gateshead Kollel and the Yeshiva of
Manchester, where he was a Maggid Shiur. He is

the director at Reshet Adult Forah Education Net-
work of Greater Manchester.

This article originally appeared in the London Tt
bune, Agudath Israel of Great Britain's weekly.

The Jewish Observer, May 1993

as to their
legitimacy fe.g. Ibn
Ezra, Shemos 2,22; see Avi Ezer,

which rejects some that are quoted by
Yalkut Shimor). Their origin is ques-
tionable. Should we cite them?

Important educational questions
arise even within those Midrashim
that are certainly authoritative. Are
we meant to—are we allowed to—take
all Midrashim at face value?

Those of us who have had a.Jewish
education from childhood may not re-
alize how ingrained Midrashim are in
our psyche., We view the stories of
Tanach so utterly through the eyes of
the Midrashim that we often do not
know where p'shat ends and Midrash
starts. Unfortunately, our childhood
perception remains with us as we grow
up, and we do not think of the narra-
tives of Tanach in any other form.

Those of us who have benefited
from an advanced yeshiva or semi-
nary education have heard
Midrashim explained at deeper levels.
Nevertheless, that does not always
stop us from quoting the Midrash
kipshuto (in the literal sense) when
learning Chumash with an adult be-
ginner, as if the beginner were a six-
year-old cheder yingel.

VIEWED
THE PROBLEM

hy do we consider this a

problem? ls it not the right

thing to do, to learn Torah
through the eyes of the Gedolirm?
Take note of the words of the
Rambar

&&There are three different types of
people when it comes to understand-
ing the Midrashim and Aggados. The
majority of people take the words of
Chazal at face value and do not at-
tempi to explain them at all. In their
eyes, the unreasonable and impos-
sible becomes an article of faith.

Their reason for taking this ap-
proach is simple ignorance. Unfortu-
nately, they have not come across
anyone who could explain matters to
them. They honestly think that their
simple, superficial understanding of
the Midrashim reflects the intention
of the authors. Presenting these sim-
plistic ideas which may contain some
impossibilities to a public or to indi-
viduals would cause great astonish-
ment: “...How on earth can anyone
say such things and honestly believe
them to be true, and find them ap-
pealing?’

Such people are extremely unfor-
tunate. } pity their foolishness. They
think they are elevating the status
of Chazal whereas in fact they are
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degrading it to the lowest
level...while remaining blissfully ig-
norant of what they are doing—de-
stroying the honor of the Torah and
blackening its reputation. In fact,
they convert the Torah into the very
opposite of what Hashem intended
it to be!

Look at the Torah. How does
Hashemdescribe it?

“...Itis your knowledge and wisdom
in the eyes of the nations who, when
they hear of these statutes, will say,
this great nation is surely a wise and
understanding people” (Devarim 4,6).

The people we are referring to ex-
plain the words of Chazal in such a
way that, if the nations were o hear
them, they would say. “... This petty
nation is surely a foolish and worth-
less people.”

Much of this is achieved by those
who iry to teach what they them-
selves do not understand. Remain-
ing silent would be the wisest thing
they could do. Alternatively, they
should state clearly that they do not
understand what Chazal meant. Be-
cause they think they understand,
however, they allow themselves to
relate their ideas to others as they
understand them, rather than telling
them what Chazal actually meant.
They quote the Aggados, such as
those in the last chapter of
Sanhedrin and other such sources,
verbatimn and in stark simplicity.

éé" I \he second group is also very

large and is comprised of those

who see the words of Chazal in
their simplicity, believe them to be as
they are, and scoff and mock them.
They then consider themselves wiser
and more knowledgeable than
Chazal. To themn, the sages are fools

Teaching an adultin a
kiruv situation is
completely different from
teaching a frum child in
cheder. Unless we redlize
this, we could be guilty of
pushing people away
from Yiddishkeitand
creating the impression
that religious Jews,
chalilla, believe in
nonsense, fairy tales and
ancient “legends.”

and idiots, lacking in all wisdom and
science. Most of these are people who
are educated in secular sciences and
consider themselves thinking people.

L

THE TEN

COMMANDMENTS

RABBI MICHEL TWERSKI

DISCOVER THE BUILDING BLOCKS
OF YOUR NESHAMA THROUGH
RasBt MICHEL TWERSKI!

10 Cassettes - $59.95*

To order, write to:  Congregation Beth Jehudah » 2700 N. 54th Street, Miwaukee, Wi 5321C

Cr Call 4-B00-878-5000.
*Add $2.50 for shipping and handling. All funds paid are Maaser deductible. i ]
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They are worse than the first group.

The third group is so small, it can
hardly be called a group. These are
the ones who reaily understand how
great Chazal were and that their
words reveal great and deep truths.
They know what is the reasonable
and possible and what is the unrea-
sonable and impossible. They know
that Chazal did not speak empty
words, but words with a depth and a
meaning that go beyond the superfi-
cial. Anything impossible said by
Chazal is simply metaphor. When
speaking of lofty ideas, Chazal
couched them in allegorical terms.
This is the style of the wise. Shlomo
Hamelech opens Mishlei with the
statement: "...to understand parables
and allegories...the words of the wise
and their chiddos.” Those who under-
stand the Hebrew language know
that when saying “chiddos,” he is re-
ferring to phrases in which the true
meaning is deep, and not superficial,
When the very wise speak of great
and lofty principles, they speak about
them only in allegorical form. We
should not, therefore, be surprised to
find that Chazal also couched their
teachings of deep ideas, in allegories
and clothed in common language.
Shlomo Hamelech himself wrote the
entire Shir HaShirim, Mishlei and
parts of Koheles in such a style. Why,
then, should it surprise us if we must
seek deep explanations in the words
of Chazal, deny their superficial
meaning, and make their words con-
form with that which is sensible and
true? They themselves often ex-
plained many of the words of Tanach
as being allegorical, denying their su-
perficial meaning in favor of the
deeper meaning, ¥
{These words are quoted in a loosely translated,
adapted form from the Rambam's introduction to
Cheilek, the last chapter of Sarthedrin.}

The Rambam is quite adamant:
Many Midrashimwere never meant to
be taken at face value. Not only were
they not meant to be taken at face
value, it is wrong and false to take
them at face value.

Others spoke in a similar manner.
For example, Rabbi Yehuda
HeChassid, in Sefer Chassidim (297)
quotes the Yerushalmi, Pesachim 5,3
(there are different versions of the text
of this Yerushalmi}:

The Jewish Observer, May 1993



Rebbe said that he had a tradition
from his forefathers not to teach Aggada
to people who have.. little Torah...and
nol to tell astonishing Aggados
to...[those] who might say, “There is
nothing in it, and since there is nothing
in this branch of Torah, there s nothing
in other branches of Torah”...nor to the
ignorant, and to all those who scoff at
the Aggados.

SELECTING MIDRASHIM FOR
THE WESTERNIZED ADULT

eturning to our situation, will
our adult, Western-educated
id{ah}whois (a} trained in

science, (b) influenced by pseudo-sci-
ence, and {¢) swimming in a liberal
sea of unbridied kefira (apostasy), be

attracted by our presentation of !

Midrash or Aggada, or repulsed by it?

Teaching an adult in a kdruw situa-
tion is completely different from teach-
ing a fium child in cheder. Unless we
realize this, we could be guilty of push-
ing people away from Yiddishkeit and
creating the impression that religious
Jews, chalilla, believe in nonsense,
fairy tales and ancient “legends.” (“Leg-
ends!” That's the key word!)

We also have to be aware of the ex-

Tie THIRTY NINE
Avori Metacsa
or SHABBATH

by Rabbi B, Chait Fully Hivsirated
now only I 695“6. 22,50

Wit Sriss L

“LET US MAKE MAN”
by Rabbi Twerski (Soft Cover)

THE MARRAL, THE CHASAM
SoFER, THE REMA, 4t S.C.

now only 6% reg. 12.00

istence of alternative, even conflict-
ing, opinions within the words of
Chazal. Where there is conflicting
opinion in Midrash and Aggada, one
is not bound to decide in favor of the
one opinion over another. Since no
halacha is at stake, all opinions can
retain equal status.

Our problem is compounded by
our having Rasiu's choice of Midrash,
as quoted in his commentary on the
Torah, fixed in cur mind and interwo-
ven with the p'shat. Often, Rashi dif-
ferentiates between peshufo and
medrasho. Just as often, he merely
quotes the Midrash or explains the
Chumash according to the Midrash
without identifying his source. In any
case, what happens to the “other opin-
tons” in that same Midrash, which
Rashidid not quote? Very often we are
not even aware of their existence.

Should we quote to the adult stu-
dent the first opinion within the
Midrash that comes to mind? Might
there not be another view in the
Midrash on the same subject, a view
which might be more “palatable,”
more “reasonable” and more under-
standable to the student?

Our first object in this discussion

# Anything impossible
said by Chazal is simply
metaphor. When
speaking of lofty ideas,
Chazal couched them in
allegorical terms. This is
the style of the wise.”"—
The Rambam

is to draw attention {0 how wrong it
is to quote Midrashim in an unquali-
fied way within an adult education
framnework, Similarly, it is wrong to
quote an astonishing, “impossible”
opinion where a more “feasible” opin-
ion exists within the works of Chazal

And, where an opinion is the only
opinion, but is not palatable in its su-
perficial presentation to the mind and
taste of the “modern” beginner, why
must it be quoted at all at this early
stage of education?

“IT's ALL A GIFT”

by Miriam Adahan
new only 17% reg. 23.00

Limiten TIME OFFER
WhILE SupPLIES LAST

ITeasares
4514 NEW UTRECHT AVE. - B'KLYN, NY 11219

(718) 438-5200

AMPLE PARKING

SPECIAL TO JEWISH OBSERVER READERS

® 10%OFF &
ALL ENGLISH BOOKS
EREE SHIPPING ON ALL ORDERS OVER 100"

SALE ITEMS EXCLUDED

~7

ORDER ALL YOUR YOM TOV SEFORIM %

AND ENGLISH JUDAICA EARLY
to assire prompt arrival

YES, we do carry 2 fall line of
leather, suede & velvet

YARMULKAS

for Bar & Bat Mitzvah
and Weddings

Have a fealthy and safe summer
WORLDWIDE SH[PP!NG WITHIN 24‘ HOURS ..
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PINCHAS MANDEL

Over 40 Years Experience in Kvura in Eretz Yisrael
* Dedicated to Kavod Haniftar with personal
responsibility throughout service
*» Highly recommended by Gedolai Hador
— Here and in Eretz Yisrael —

1569 - 47th St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 » Day & Night Phone (718) 851-8925

Honesty — Integrity — Reliability

CHESED SHEL EMES as understood and practiced by one active in the industry
more than half a century with mesiras nefesh.
Taharas Haniftar Should Never Be Commercialized.

THE SIDDUR
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9””

noN

7 R0
/N
PO
N YN

e are proud to present to the Torah
world, an incredibly unique Siddur,

ere is a masterpiece that benefits from
state of the art technology and years of research
by Talmidei Chachomim and experts in 917 and nabn,

to be used around the year and guide you in 'n nN3¥ as never before!

es! No expense has been spared in producing a truly "Davenable” Siddur

{19210 Mbyn NNy

* now of the Siddur R’ Wolf Heidenhetm {(Redelheim}
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DEALING WITH SPECIFICS

{who was responsible for the stu-

dent posing these questions
about Rivka and Livyoson to a rabbi)
had chosen:

{a) To give more information
than necessary. One could have
taught the student just as well with-
out inciuding those quotations.

(b) To give information of a type
that adult students find difficult to
relate to, in a situation where:

fc) there is an alternative, more
“acceptable” option. Rivka was four-
teen at the time, according to the
Ba'alei Tosafos's text of the Seder
Olam;

(d) the subject is a highly eso-
teric one (Livyoson), bul was pre-
sented in such a way that it was
taken at face value.

It took the Rabbi quite some time
and effort to remedy the situation.

In our original case, the teacher

THE MIDRASH

s does not mean that teach
ing Aggados and Midrashim
are to be avoided. To the con-

{rary, we should—but when, and only
when, we know how to teach them.
This includes knowing whom we are
teaching. In such cases, we can actu-
ally create a Kiddush Hashem as re-
alization dawns on the beginner that
the Torah is so full of wisdom.

Aggada and Midrash will only
achieve the desired end in the hands
of a teacher who understands the pu-
pil and understands the system em-
ployed by the authors of the text.
Chazal used the vehicle of Aggada to
transmit great and lofiy principles of
Emuna, or deep, mystical secrets.
Much that was too precious to reveal
indiscriminately was couched in the
language of the Aggada and the
Midrash.

In truth, there are few subjects
that can prove as appealing to a be-
ginner as a wise revelation of the
deeper meaning of a Midrash. Chazal
tell us that Aggados draw us towards
Hashem and help us to recognize
Him. But one has to have the right
“key” to their understanding and pre-
sentation. One has to know how to
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Roabbi Eliychu Eliezer Dessler, 5xt, was a master at
explaining Chazal, and his falmidim after him have
educated generations of men and women, showing
them fime and again deep insights into Chazal.

select, what to leave out, and how to
convincingly present and explain
what one does teach. One also has to
know whom one is teaching. Other-
wise, one is better off avoiding
Midrash (as the Rambam and Rabbi
Yehuda HeChassid tell us).

“If so,” you may ask, “how does one
go about teaching Aggada to adults?”

There is no easy way or short-cut.
One must devote time and effort to
learning what and how to teach their
subjects from a suitably qualified
Rebbe. We are forfunate in this coun-
try li.e. England) that the foundations
of high-level Torah study were laid by
Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler, 931, He
was a master at explaining Chazal,
and his talmidim after him have edu-
cated generations of men and women,
showing them time and again deep in-
sights into Chazal. Books, too, are
available, which, depending on our
level, can be used to guide us in this
vital area of Talmud Torah.

Techniques may be learned by
studying Ramchal's Ma'amar on
Aggados, the introduction of Rabbi
Avraham ben Harambam, found in
the Vilna edition of the Ein Yaakou, the
Introduction of the Rambam himself
to Pelrek Cheilek, which we quoted
above: the works of the Maharal, and
many other such seforim. A modern
work in English is Rabbi Aaron
Feldman's translation and adaptation
of the Vilna Gaon’s commentary on
some obscure Aggados, published {by
Feldheim) under the title The Juggler
and the King.

SOME RULES OF THUMB

or the meantime, let us offer

some guidelines for teaching

Midrash and Aggada within
an adlt education situation:

1. Recognize the problem as de-
tailed above.

2. Evaluate the student.
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3. At the first encounter with
Aggada or Midrash, and often after
that, one should explain to the stu-
dent that Chazal were speaking in
metaphor, allegory and parable. This
is a most important, basic foundation
to emphasize. It would be useful to
quote the Rambam brought above
where he elaborates on the fact that
the wise always conveyed deep ideas
in this way.

4. Before starting a lesson, one
should check through the Midrashim
or Aggados that are going {o be fea-
tured to see whether they contain “ra-
tional impossibilities.” if they do, one
should consider whether to exclude
them or whether to try and find an
explanation. Explanations are not
necessarily deep or profound. For ex-
ample, Chazal were not averse to us-
ing some types of exaggerations.
Where today we would say “a million,”
Chazal would at times say, “three
hundred.” Aecording to some com-
mentaries, this figure was the equiva-
lent of saying “a huge number.”

5. If one cannot find an explana-
tion, or one is not sure that one has
understood the Chazal correctly, one
should say so, Make it clear that their
words are so deep that you are re-
spectfully venturing an educated
guess, or no guess at all.

6. One must consider the person
one is teaching. It is not very gratify-
ing to learn with someone who is al-
ways saying, “I do not understand.”
Try and find answers. Consult the
experts.

7. One should introduce the intel-
ligent student to English-language
works that reveal the wisdom of
Chazal (e.g. The Juggler and the
King), or introduce them to a suitable
shiur where Chazal are explained in
depth. Many of these are available on
tape, although they should be
checked for suitability.

In this way one will, hopefully,

avoid finding oneself in the situation
In which a young seminary graduate
recently found herself. Someone to
whom she was trying to teach the
Sidra said to her, "It's all piffle!” after
hearing a Midrash quoted by Rashi.

We can take a final idea from the
Rambarris words at the end of Hilchos
Me'ila:

“It is only right that a person should
delve deeply into the laws of our Holy
Torah and iry to penetrate their depths
as_far as he is capable. Should he find
no reason for any point, he should nev-
ertheless not take it lightly., He should
not think about the Torah as one thirks
of secudar matters. See how severely
the Torah takes the concept ofMe'ila, of
inadvertent desecration of sacred
iterns. By dedicating wood. stones,
dust and ashes to the Sanctuary with
simple words, one associates them
with G-d’s Name, and they become
sanctified. Should they subseqguently
be treated as profane, even inadvert-
ently, atonement is needed. How rmuch
more so that the words of G-d should
not be profaned, simply because we do
not understand them!” »
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1558 41st St.
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REBUILT AGAIN...

BURNT DOWN ON PASSOVER

1944: Your support is
Nazis occupy Hungary. necessary to
The Jewish communities are rekindle
destroyed. A small remnant - the light Of

mostly orphans - survive and
are transplanted to America.
Our late Grand Rabbi Joseph
Grunwald, who lost his own
wife and ten children,

kedusha in the
tradition of the
eat Gaon and

worked tirelessly to rebuild. Tzadik - the
The fires could not be Arugas Habosem
allowed to stop the teaching - combinin

of Torah. Torah learning

1993:

Second Day of Passover.
The survivors and their
children weep as they watch
flames engulf Congregation
Kehilath Yaakov of Boro Park.
The newest building in an
educational network serving
over 2,000 children —

an entire generation o
replace those we lost during
the Holocaust.

NOW WE NEED $2 MILLION
TO REBUILD AGAIN!

Pupa Synagogue Restoration Fund Educational Center
¢/o The Greater New York Savings Bank P.O. Box 305 Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219

PHONE: (718) 522-0053 OUT-OF-STATE: 1-800.669-4535 FAX: (718) 237-6060

with the fervor of
Chassidus. The
Pupa Yeshiva,
once the largest in
Hungary and the
last to close under
the Nazis, was
again destroyed,
this time by fire.

DEDICATION OPPORTUNITIES:
{1 YES, I wish to partake in this emergency effort by dedicating the following:
D Please contact me to discuss the following dedication

D YES, I too was shaken by the
Passover tragedy of the destruction of
Cong. Kehilath Yaakov, and wish to
help in the reconstruction effort, (L) $500,000 Synagogue J 510,000 Foyer

E:] $250,000 Anditorium D $5,000 Classroom Furnishing
[ Enciosed is my contribution of § [ $150,000 Library $1,000 Yehrzeit Plague

J
[ $75.000 Ark [ $500 Sponsor
|

[} Please bill me for the amount of $ [ $25,000 Classroom $250 Patron

IN MEMORY OR HONOR OF:

Hebrew Name (Son or Daughter of)
ADDRESS

e

Please reserve Sunday, October 31, 1993
for the National Restoration Dinner.
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Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik
oYMy

everal thousand talmidim and

followers of Rabbi Joseph B,

Soloveitchik gathered to pay
their last respects to their 90 year-old
teacher and mentor at his levaya on
April 11, third day Chol Hamoed
Pesach, in Boston. They were joined
in their mourning by thousands of
others the world over.

Rabbi Solgveitchik was born in the
Polish town of Pruzhan to Rabbi
Moshe Soloveiichik (of Brisk) and
Rebbitzen Pesha {daughter of Rabbi
Elya Feinstein). His primary teacher
in Talmud was his father, while his
mother provided him with a rigorous
secular education. In 1925, at age 22,
he enrolled in the University of Ber-
lin, where he earned a doctorate of
philosophy in 1931. That same year
he married Tonya Lewitt, his lifemate
until she passed away in 1967.

In 1932, they emigrated to Boston,
where he served as Rau until his final
illness. He founded the Maimonides
School in 1937, the first Hebrew Day
School in New England.

When his father, Reb Moshe,
passed away in 1941, he succeeded
him as Rosh Yeshiva in Yeshivas
Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan, where
he had profound impact on the thou-
sands of young men who passed
through his classes. He also served as
professor of philosophy in Yeshiva

University's Bermard Revel Graduate
School. His weekly Talmud lectures
in both New York and Boston were at-
tended by hundreds of laymen. His
annual Yahrzeit discourses in honor
of his father and his wife attracted
thousands.

While Rabbi Soloveitchik was affili-
ated with Agudath Israel in the 30’s
and he addressed its national con-
ventions during those years, he later
became the honorary head of the
American Religious Zionists
(Mizrachi). He also was Chairman of
the Halacha Committee of the Rab-
binical Council of America,

abbi Soloveitchik’s legacy took
Rmany forms. Many of his

works revealed a strong ten-
sion between the Brisk of his youth
and the Berlin of his early adulthood.
His talmidim, in their hespeidim, re-
called his penetrating shiurim, his
vast knowledge, and his dynamic, vi-
brant delivery. At the same time, ex-
ponents of Torah Umadda empha-
sized how he was alone in the path he
took—especially in his published
writings, Ish Hahalakha and Lonely
Man of Faith~-with regard to synthe-
sizing Torah, classic literature and
modern philosophy, in admitied de-
parture from the Torah world from
which he came. In effect. these works
offered an eloquent protrayal of a tur-
bulent inner struggle.

Rabbi Soloveitchik rarely spoke
out publicly on major issues, and
was frequently quoted in conflicting
manner by different people {for ex-
ample, in such matters as member-
ship in religious organizations with
Reform and Conservative groups).
He has been cited as explaining him-
self: “I have many pupils, I have
many disciples, but I never impose
my views on anyone.” Thus, “he al-
lowed his students to issue highly
divergent rabbinic rulings, with both
camps able to claim... [him] as their
legal source and mentor.” (Jetwish
Weele, April 16, 1993)

Nevertheless, he was unequivocal
on several issues, such as rejection
of theological dialogue with Chris-
tian groups: decrying attempts io
tamper with halachic precedent in
regard to innovations in the mar-
riage contract, and the idea that
changing morés of society and cul-
ture can justify change in principles
set forth in the Talmud and halache;
and opposition to entering a Conser-
vative synagogue or one without a
mechitza, even to hear shofar on
Rosh Hashana.

is passing leaves a vacuum in
the specific role that he in ef-
ect created—a vacuum that

cannot conceivably be filled by any
other individual. |
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SECOND

]

LOOKS

“Dear Mrs. Clinton”

THE PROMISE AND THE PERIL OF HEALTH CARE REFORM

[Editor's Note: One of President Bill
Clinton's first official acts was to estab-
lish a task force on national health
care reform, and to appoint his wife,
Hillary Rodham Clinton, as its chair-
person. The task force’s agenda is both
ambitious and challenging: finding a
way {o control the spiraling costs of
health care, while at the same time
assuring that all Arericans will enjoy
hasic coverage. The task force is about
to present its recommendations,
which are sure to kindle a national de-
bate over this important issue.

[The Torah community in the
United States will have a major stake
in the outcome of that debate. The fol-
lowing letter to Mrs. Clinton, written
by Agudath Israel of America’s direc-
tor of government affairs and general
counsel, Chaim Dovid Zwiebel, ex-
plains why.]

April 30, 1993

Mrs, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Chair
The President’s Task Force on National
Health Care Reform

Old Executive Office Building,

Room 287

Washingion, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton:
As the President’s Task Force on
National Health Care Reform readies

enjoy keeping.

its recomimendations to the nation,
Agudath Israel of America takes this
opportunity to congratulate you on
your months of intensive work on this
complex issue. You can be assured
that our organization — the largest
grassroots Orthodox Jewish move-
ment in the United States, whose poli-
cies are determined by some of the
most outstanding Orthodox rabbinic
scholars of our time — appreciates the
urgency with which the health care
crisis needs to be addressed, recog-
nizes that fundamental reform will not
come without sacrifice, and looks for-
ward to participating in the national
debate sure {o be generated by the
Task Force’s proposals.

Based on what we have heard from
our constituents over the past several
moniths, we are confident that Ortho-
dox Jews throughout the United
States will be prepared to do their
part to make health care reform work.
As consumers and providers of health
care services, they are deeply con-
cerned about issues of access, cost,
quality and equitability — all issues
that are central to the Task Force's
deliberations. In this respect, Ortho-
dox Jews are like all Americans; these
fundamental issues transcend cat-
egories of race, ethnicity and creed.

e e i
Not just a cheese,

a tradition...

Haolam. the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. A
reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality
and kashruth, With 12 delicious varieties. Haolam, a tradition you'l}

All Haolar Cheese products are made in the U.S.A.
unger the strict rabbinical supervision of:
The Rabbinate of {'hal Adath Jeshurua

Washinat

Cholov Yisroel

THURM BROS.
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Yet there are some issues on which
the perspective our constituents will
bring to the table is likely to reflect
some of the unique concerns and
views they have as Orthodox Jews.
Following is a brief overview of two of
those issues: one relating to pre-na-
tal and pediatric care, which is of par-
ticular importance to us because of
the demographic profile of the Ortho-
dox Jewish community; and the
other relating to the “rationing” of
health care coverage, which could
have a significant impact on the abil-
ity of Orthodox Jews to observe the
tenets of their faith.

1. Pre-Natal and Pediatric Care:
One of the key objectives of health
care reform, obviously, is a system
that assures basic coverage for all
Americans. It is entirely unacceptable
that socme 30-40 million Americans
have no coverage whatsoever. Many
others do have some coverage, but it
is inadequate to meet some of their
most basic health care needs.

This is particularly objectionable
in light of the fact that so many of
these uninsured and underinsured
Americans are children and pregnant
women. In its 1991 report to the na-
tion, “Beyond Rhetoric: A New Ameri-
can Agenda for Children and Fami-
fies,” the National Commission on
Children (of which the undersigned
was a member) indicates that ap-
proximately 13 percent of all children
under 18 and nine percent of all preg-
nant women have no health care cov-
erage. Their lack of access to appro-
priate basic care deprives millions of
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America’s most vulnerable citizens a
healthy start in life — perhaps the
single most significant factor in
health problems that recur through-
out the life cycle.

As a community that tends to have
large families, Orthodox Jews have an
especiaily substantial stake in promot-
g policies that assure universal ac-
cess to adequate pre-natal and pediat-
ric care. Although we have no way of
measuring precisely how many chil-
dren and pregnant women in our cormn-
munity lack adequate coverage, anec-
dotal evidence suggests that the num-
ber is significant — and growing. In
evaluating the Task Force’s forthcom-
ing recommendations, Agudath Israel
will thus be especially interested in how
the proposal addresses the needs of the
millions of Americans without ad-
equate health care coverage, and espe-
cially children and pregnant women.

2. “Rationing”: Ancther issue to
which Agudath Israel will pay close
attention is the exten{ to which the
Task Force’s proposal will preserve
the right of individuals to receive
health care services even in circum-
stances where their “quality of life”
may be severely diminished, or where
a dispassionate “cost-benefit analy-
sis” may lead some in the medical
community or in the field of public
policy to conclude that treatment
should not be provided or covered.
There has been a great deal of specu-
Iation that expanding health care cov-
erage horizontally, to bring greater
numbers of Americans into the sys-
tem, may be achieved by contracting
coverage vertically, so that fewer
medical interventions would be cov-
ered. Oregon has already embraced a
formn of health care “rationing” as a
means of controlling costs while
bringing more people into the system.
From Agudath Israel’s perspective,
this painful trade-off would raise ex-
tremely serious concerns.

The Oregon approach fundamen-
tally aiters one of the basic principles
that has heretofore governed the de-
livery of health care services in this
country: that each patient has the ul-
timate say in the course of his or her
treatment. When coverage is withheld
for treatments that government or
other third-party insurers deem low
on the list of critical interventions, the
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( Invite Rabbi Nachman Bulman

to join you at home
and in your car

By special arrangement, one of world Jewry's
leading Torah thinkers and teachers recorded
a series of sixteen superlative lectures on

Major Themes in Tehillim

[] Providence [J Heart and Soul L] Thanksgiving
[ Livelihood L] Yearning [J Torah [ Dedication
[0 Golus [J Alone with Hashem

{nderstand Tehillim. Feel Tehillim. Live Tehillim —
through the mind and heart of Rabbi Nachman Bulman

ORDER INDIVIDIUAL TAPES ($10 EACH)
OR THE ENTIRE SET IN AN ATTRACTIVE ALBUM ($100)

#33 Providence I (Psaim 34)
#34 Providence If (Psalm 34)
#35 The Soul's Secret (Psalm 39)
#36 Giving Thanks (Psalm 107)
#37 Out of Anguish [ (Psalm 118)
#38 Qut of Anguish If (Psalm 118)
#39 Livelihood | (Psalm 145)
#40 Livelihood Il (Psalm 143)
#41 The Heavens Tell (Psalm 19)
#42 Hashem's Love {Psalm 24)
#43 Dedication of Homes (Psafim 30)
#44 Prouvidence for Righteous (Psalm 33)
#45 David with Hashem (Psalm 23)
#46 Where to Live (Psalm 27}
#47 Yearning in Golus (Psalm 42)
#48 For a Pure Heart (Psalm 51)

_ Also Available:
A VOICE OF PROFUNDITY - 32 lectures by Rabbi Bulman
on Chumash, Neviim, Megillos, Jewish History, Modern Trends,
Goals and Aspirations, In two attractive albums $200
b e o e o mmw Opder FOrm e e e o e wm -

Make checks payable to Ner Avrohom Chaim Trust
5417 18 Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204

Please send

| enclose {$10 per tape; cost of albums as listed)

Name
Address.

State Zip.

in

Nochrman Rt )

All proceeds are dedicated to Rabbi Bulman’s education projects. )
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locus of decision-making authority
shifts in substantiat part from the in-
dividual to a distant group of “ex-
perts” who have arrived at their deci-
sions on the basis of broad general-
ized notions of public policy. Any
movement away from personal pa-
tient autonomy in this area - espe-
cially when it resulfs in a decision by
faceless bureaucrats that entire
groups of patients do not merit cov-
erage for various forms of life-sustain-
ing medical interventions — should
be cause for alarm.

This issue is critically important to
Orthodox Jews for a very practical
reason. Jewish tradition places great
emphasis on the preservation of hu-
man life, which retains its sanctity
even under the most dire medical cir-

cumstances; and Jewish law may re-
quire medical interventions that oth-
ers might not regard as “cost-effec-
tive.” I health care reform leads to the
drawing of lines that places certain
religiously mandated forms of treat-
ment on the “wrong” side of the line,
Orthodox Jews {and others who
share similar religious or moral per-
spectives) may face a severe crisis.

_ gudath Israel feels strongly
that all alternative avenues
toward reform should be

given a chance to work before opting
for a system that rations health care
coverage by public policy fiat. How-
ever, if the decision is to move forward
with an Oregon-style approach,
whereby certain forms of medical in-
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terventions would be exciuded from
coverage, we would urge that steps be
taken to protect the rights of individu-
als for whom such medical care is a
matter of religious obligation.

There are precedents for such an
approach. For example, New Jersey
has legislated that persons who have
sustained irreversible cessation of
their entire brain function shall be
declared dead. (New Jersey Declara-
tion of Death Act, N.J.S.A. 26:6A-3.)
However, in recognition of the fact
that as a matter of religious doctrine
certain individuals do not accept
such neurological criteria of death (as
many Orthodox rabbis have ruled),
the New Jersey statute {(N.J.S.A.
26:6A-5) expressly establishes an
“exemption to accommodate personal
religious heliefs” that precludes a dec-
laration of death based upon neuro-
logical criteria where such a declara-
tion would conflict with the patient’s

~ beliefs. And, to ensure that such a

patient will continue to be maintained
on life support, the legisiation pro-
vides as follows:

“No health care practitioner or other
health care provider, and no health ser-
vice plan, insurer or governmental au-
thority, shall deny coverage or exclude

Jfrom the benefits of service any indi-

viducd soleliy because of that individual's

personal religious beliefs regarding the

applicationt of neurological criterta_for

determining death.” (N.J.5.A. 26:6A-7 )

The type of sensitivity displayed by
the New Jersey legislature will be-
come especially important if Oregon-
style rationing plans are used as
modeis for health care reform across
the nation. We reiterate our view,
however, that rationing is potentiatly
an exiremely problematic approach,
and that other avenues toward re-
form be pursued at this point in time.

Thank you for considering our
views, Obviously, we would very
much welcome your comments on
these views, and would be more than
happy to respond fo any questions
you might have about this letter or to
discuss our concerns with you at
greater length.

Sincerely,

David Zwicbel, Esq.

Director of Government Affairs

and General Counsel
cc: Mr. ira C. Magaziner, Senior
Adviser to the President n
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SEVCUND

LOOKS

Tanna

Rabbanan:
THE RaBBIS
TAUGHT

The Mishna,
The Dead Sea Scrolls and the
Authenticity of the Oral Law

Why are these Scrolls different...?

resumably, most JO readers
P are like me inn that they have

little interest in the Dead Sea
Scrolls. Whether the Quinran sect,
which wrote the scrolis, were
Essenes, as prevailing theory has it,
or Sadducees {Tzaddokim}, as New
York University’s Lawrence Schiff-
man believes makes no difference.
The Qumran sect, whoever they were,
denied the validity of the Oral Torah
and the authority of the mesorah. In
this respect, they were little different
fromn Karaites of the Geonic period or
the Conservative and Reform Jews of
today.

The controversy surrounding the
Scrolls can be amusing, however, and
with this in mind, I began to read a
Jewish World article {April 16, "93) on
a recent court case mvolving a scroll
called the MMT {for Mikzas Ma'aseh
Torah). This scroll was reconstructed
from fragments by Elisha Qimron,
whose claim to a copyright was re-
cently upheld by an Israeli court.

ievi Reisman, a practicing attorney and CPA in
Manhattan, also finds time to contribute to The
Jewish Observer, most recently with “What Makes
an American Jewish Community?” {Nov. '92).
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What makes the MMT interesting,
according to reporter Jeff Helmreich,
is that the MMT “is the single most
compelling archeological proof of the
authenticity of the Mishna” My first
fuestion was, why does the Mishna
even need archeological proof of its
authenticity? Let's start from the be-
ginning.

The MMT scroll is a treatise, writ-
ten at 100-200 years before the de-
struction of the Second Temple by the
Ieader of the Qumran sect explaining
why the sect separated from the
mainstream of Jewish society.
Helmreich states that unlike most of
the scrolls, which are void of halacha
and traditional references, “the docu-
ment is rich with analogies and com-
parative arguments that draw exchu-

sively on halacha and descriptions of
the Second Temple, later set down: in
the Mishna.”

To us, this should not be excep-
tional. After all, the Mishna is a writ-
ten transcription of halachos that
were transmitted orally from the rev-
elation at Sinai to the time of Rabbi
Yehuda haNassi. This being the case,
nearly everything contained in the
Mishna should have beenn common
knowledge during the time the
Qumran sect was active. According to
Helmreich, however, modern “schol-
arly” theory holds “that the Mishnaic
authors forged accounts of the
Temple and other aspects of earlier
periods because these later rabbis
could not have known about them in
such detail.”
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Further investigation reveals some
nuances in the modern theory that we
carmot ignore, much as we would like
to. The modern scholar believes that
the Tannaim, starting with Rabbi
Yochanan ben Zakkai, “recon-
structed” and “rebuilt” Judaism afier
the destruction of the Second Temple.
The Churbast {as we all know) was a
catastrophe of immense proportion,
which (as they see it) destroyed the
foundations of Jewish existence. In
reaction to this, the Tannaim“created”
a new form of Judaism, which they
called "rabbinic Judaism,” which en-
abled the Jewish people to survive.

On the strength of the Mishna.,..

e, of course, know that the

Torah, both Oral and Written,

was given to Moshe at Sinai,
and handed down from generation to
generation. It is only with the redac-
tion of the Mishna by Rabbi Yehuda
haNassi, however, that we have a di-
rect historical and literary link that
even non-believers can discern.
When one denies the true origins of
the Mishna, one denies the Divine
Origin of the entire Oral Law, and—
as a result—the authority of the
gedolei Torah who uphold and trans-

TP QUALITY DINETTES -
direct from the manulacturer * JRes

Top Quality Dinettes

direct from the manufacturer

1534 6200 St Bkiyn, NY 11219 !
718- 256 - 5660

M

Open Sun. thry Fr.

Custom tobles mode-to-order
In any size or color

SUPER CHAIR SPECIAL!
Only $49.95

THOUSANDS IN STOCK « CASH AND CARRY

Learn Messilas Yesharim
with Rabbi Dr. Abraham Twerski, M.D.

To order, write to: Congregation Beth Jehudah 2700 N. B4th Street, Milwaukee, WI 33210
Or Call 1-800-878-5000.
Al funids paid are Maaser deductible.

Walk with this famous author
and speaker through the beginning
chapters of Messilas Yesharim written
by the 17th Century Kabbalist Rabbi
Moshe Chaim Luzzatto. Rabbi
§ Twerski's years of experience, pene
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| it that law in our generation. (For

the secular Zionist, there is another
“benefit.” The destruction of the Sec-
ond Temple began the Galut, which,
in the Zionist view, ended with the
founding of the State of Israel, in
1948. And just as the Galt, in this
view, ended, so has the need for a re-
ligious system, which arose only to
cope with the Galut.)

This is what makes the MMT scroll
s0 interesting. The modern theory as
to the origin of the Mishna is a direct
challenge to the authority of the Oral
Torah. Throughout our history, “re-
formers” have attacked the validity of
the Oral Torah before anything else,
for by denying the Oral Torah, they
deny the foundations of rabbinical
authority. So too the modern theories
as to the origin of the Mishna.

The MMT scroll, by showing that
the halachos of the Mishna predated
the Churbanby atleast 100 years, has
not only refuted a modern scholarly
theory, but has reaffirmed the entire
structure of Jewish law and belief.

The battle isn't over, however; un-
til the coming of Moshiuch, there will
no doubt be other attacks in other
forms. Still, it is nice to know that
those who attacked us in the past
have furnished us with a means of
answering today’s challengers. Ironic
itis, that the Qumran sect, which de-
nied the authority of the Oral Torah
and those who transmitted and
taught it, has given us the means to
refute its ideological progeny. u
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Menucha Lev

I

“Avi Yesomim—
The Father of Orphans”

ine-fifteen A M.—the hands of

the clock wave farewell 1o a

helter-skelter morning of mis-
placed books, lost shoes, cries for
snacks and mitzva notes—and ush-
ers in that lazy cup of morning coffee.
A chance to muse, a chance to mull
over simply nothing. A chance {o clear
one's mind. At one such time last
week, just as [ was savoring the last
drop of warm comfort, the telephone
rudely interrupted with its shrill ring.

“Hello, Menucha, is that you?
Menucha, you'l never believe what
happened,” she exulted.

Finally, I recognized the voice. It
was my friend, Naomi. Naomi is a
young widow. So very young and vul-
nerable to battle the storms of life
alone. Aloneness echoes heavily. It is
an iron weight constantly pressing on
her heart, threatening always to en-
gulf her in yet one more wave of pain.
Her nine children, bereft of one
stronghold, now cling tenaciously to
their only remaining anchor. Naomi
never lets them down.

“Remember last week was my
husband's Yahrzeif?” she continued,
impatient to get the words out. *I
don't have to tell you that this time
every year is extremely difficult for
me. The pain is overwhelmingly trau-
matizing.” She paused. | was silent.
How could I even pretend Lo commis-
erate with her?

“Anyway, for several days before
the Yahzeif, | secluded myself totally.
I refused to speak to anyone besides
my children. I simply wanted to be left
alone. Alone with my renewed grief.”

Her words hit me sharply.

“On one of those mornings, I des-
perately needed a balm for my

Menucha Lev, of Brooklyn, N.Y., was represented
by “An FFB's Retumn™ in JO, Nov. '92.
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wounds, so [ dialed a telephone shiur
for some words to warm my soul. You
probably recall that I enjoy Rabbi

Gold’s shiurim immensely. Every day,
I amxdously anticipate those ten min-
utes of inspiration. Well, lo and be-
hold, this time I heard an unfamiliar
voice booming across the room. I
froze. | couldn’t believe it! They had
replaced Rabbi Gold! | slammed the
phone down and flopped on the
couch, in utter despondency.”

“So, what happened?” I urged her
on gently.

“I eried and cried,” Naomi contin-
ued with choked emotion, “and I
raged at Hashem. ‘Hashem, not only
is my husband gone, but now my only
source of spiritual solace is gone, too.
Why are You doing this to me? |
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moaned as my anger subsided and
slowly sank into depression. Al} |
could do was sit there and weep until
there were no more tears.”

predicament. What did Hashem
warit frornher?wondered. Naomi
didrr’t leave me wondering for long.

“And then, Menucha, something
just incredible happened.

*That evening, my fourteen-year-
old son came home from yeshiva at
his usual late hour. He ate a quick
snack and retreated to the living room
with a Gemora. 1 was tidying the
kitchen, still licking my wounds of
that morning, when suddenly l heard
a familiar, soothing voice filling the
roon. A warm glow suffused my en-
tire being.

* Dovid’ 1 shouted over the din,
‘what is that you're listenzing to?’

* 'What, Ma? Oh—the tape? I'm
learning this Gernora on my own with
Rabbi Gold's tape.”

* ‘Rabbi Gold? I nearly shrieked. I
trembled as my eyes felt hot and my
mouth went{ dry. ‘Rabbi Shimon
Gold??’

“ Yes, Ma. Have you ever heard of
him? He's a Rebbe in a yeshiva. You
know, Ma, he explains the Gemora so
clearly, I can understand it without
amnyone else’s help. He's just marvel-
ous.” Menucha, I tell you, he was
practically bubbling over with enthu-
siasm.”

Naomi stopped to catch her breath
and in a hushed, tear-filled murmur,
she whispered, “You know, Menucha,
Hashemreally didn't take Rabbi Gold
away from me as I had thought. He
just sent Rabbi Gold to me in a differ-
ent way—through my son.”

“Oh, my goodness,” [ breathed,
unable to utter another word.

“Don’t you see, Menucha? I can't
learn Gemora with my son. Look at
Hasherrt's kindness. He enlisted my
very own inspirational Rebbeto teach
my orphaned son.”

“Naomi,” I finally recovered, “what
unbelievable Hashgacha!”

“Yes," she replied. “My vision had
been clouded. I couldn’t see Hashem's
loving hand through my veil of pain.
But now, I bask in the warmth of
Hasherr's concern. He is truly our Fa-
ther—and especially Dovid's.” ]

I swallowed hard. What a miserable
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Letterss-Editor

Editorial response:

Leeser’'s words of praise for
Mendelssohn were written in 1852,
when the latter was siill widely ad-
mired in Orthodox circles. His true
disdain for Chazal was not yet
known. The writer's citation of
Leeser's defense of Mendelssohn's re-
jection of Maimonides ikdearim is dis-
ingenuous, at the very best. Leeser

Srowcnmy | BRI |
g N - ver e passage wihere ne (e
mfmw ciate a man not worthy of respect by | Mendelssohn] combats the propriety of
N — e Torah-true Jews? Maimonides fixing the creed of Israel,
‘To the Editor, YOEL BAR-OR and establishing it in thirteen articles.
I read with interest the article by Philadelphia, PA Mendelssohn does not combat the truth

Lynn Berkowitz about Reverend
Isaac Leeser (J.O. Feb. "93), in which
she states that Leeser had an “un-
shakable devotion to Torah, extraor-
dinary yiras Shamayim” and was a
“firm and faithful believer of Torah
min haShamayim.” Later, when de-
scribing his journal The Occiderit, she
portrays it as a work of a “committed,
traditional Jew.”

is Mrs. Berkowitz aware that in
1852, Leeser published his own En-
glish translation of Moses Mendels-
sohn’s Jerusalern as a supplement to
The Occident? He called this book “the
most important work bearing on reli-
gion which Mendelssohn ever wrote,”
(p. iv) and then proceeded to defend
Mendelssohn and his criticisms
against the Rambam's tdcarim! He re-
fers to Mendelssohn as a “venerated
sage” [p. vi), a “great man” [p. xix), and
a “blessing io Israel... who reopened
the gates of refined learning among his

brethren” {p. vii} and whose memory |

should be honored. lLeeser concedes
that Mendelssohn may have appeared
to be a dangerous man who was a “re-
former of existing abuses” within Ju-
daism (p. xix). Leeser does say that he
doesn't atways agree with Mendels-
sohn, but he nowhere condemns him,
and instead enthusiastically offers
Jerusalern to his readers as an impor-
tant book for the times.

Given that Jerusalem represents
ideas that are rejected by our gedolim
and are at odds with Torah-true val-
ues, can we really regard Leeser with
such veneration? Does Leeser's em-
brace of Jerusalem signify aspects of
his true hashkafa? Was Leeser pos-
sibly more unorthodox in his think-
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of them, any more than did Albo, or
Chisdat, or Loria; as he ordy wanted to
advance the idea, which, for one at

Leeser's “rejection” of Rambam
happens to be fully in line with the

least, I also share, that the twhole Bible | [OAvaZS view., NISSON WOLPIN
is_fundamenial, and that, hence, it is

not necessary fo extract thirteen truths,

and claim for them exclusively an affi- | The author responds:

mation, before conferring on any indi-
vidual office or position in the Syna-
gogue. It is easily understood that he
does not recommend us to appoint men
whom we either do not know at all, or
know them to entertain opinions hostile
to our religion, or who reject the “eter-
nal truths of salvation,” which it
teaches. (Quotation courtesy of
Agudath Israel Archives.}

In response to Mr. Bar-Or's ques-
tioning Leeser’s dedication to Torah-
true values because of his enthusias-
tic praise for Moses Mendelssohn, |
will confess that I too flinched when
reading this in The Occident. How-
ever, taken within the context of
Leeser's entire career which spanned
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four decades, his untiring struggle
against the tidal wave of Reform in
the face of tremendous opposition,
ridicule and personal attacks, his edi-
torials in The Occident in defense of
traditional Judaism and his other
writings, such as Jews and the Mo-
saic Law and Catechism For Jewish
Children, it is abundantly clear that
Isaac Leeser in no way rejected or re-
interpreted the Rambant's ikkarim.
Mr. Bar-Or may consult p.133-134 of
Leeser’s Catechism to see for himself
whether Leeser rejects the ikdearim of
the Rambarmn or not.

Because of the tremendous paucity
of Torah material in English at that
time, Leeser published some material
that he considered questionable, of-
fering his criticism of the ohjectionable
passages in footnotes, such as he did
while editing Grace Aguilar’s The Spirit
of Judaism. He also based his Cat-
echism For Jewish Children on a book
originally written by a Dr. Edward
Kley, a reform rabbi in Hamburg,
whom Leeser refers to as “a pastor of
a society of schismatics.” However, he
then goes on to say that he has revised
the book so as to remove any improper
and heretical material, and has added
additional material that is in accor-
dance with halacha.

If Isaac Leeser’s endorsement of
Mendelssohn's Jerusalem were in any
way a promotion of kefira or of reform
tendencies, he would almost certainly
have been chastised by his Orthodox
colleagues, Rabbi Abraham Rice of Bal-
timore, or Rabbi Ber llowy of New Or-
leans, the latter having received
semicha from the Chasam Sofer. In-
stead, Rabbi lllowy says of Leeser's ca-
reer and religious dedication: “He was
the first to unfurl the banner of our re-
ligion in this country, and to fling its
folds high into the breeze; and he
taught the native Israelites, who
scarcely kmew any more of Judaism
than that their fathers had been Jews,
to know, adore, and reverence the G-d
of Israel” (The Occident, vol XVI). Rabbi
Mlowy at no time criticized Leeser for
praising Mendelssohn’s work, al-
though he did write fiery denunciations
of Isaac Mayer Wise's Minhag America
prayer book and Wise's History of the
Isruelitish Nation which he considered a
far greater threat to the religiosity of
AmericanJewry than the publication of
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Bruchy Laufer

[

Mendelssohmn's Jerusalem,

Mr. Bar-Or gives as his return ad-
dress the Annenberg Research Inst-
tute of Philadelphia, which holds the
Isaac Leeser papers. I would most re-
spectiully suggest that he spend more
time reading Leeser’s views, which he
gives in The Occidert, before condernn-
ing a truly righteous man because he
once erred in praising an individual
whose improper views had at that ime
not yet been fully discredited.

As a P.5.—I received a letter from a
JO reader in Australia, frorn a gentle-
man who informs me that he is the
great-grandson of Leah Leeser Elkus,
the sister of Isaac Leeser. This branch
of the family has not only survived to
the present day, but is siill strictly Or-
thodox. Leeser's legacy lives on....

LYNN M. BERKOWITZ

She Still Stands

Standing in maijestic calm,
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She's not withered at all.

She still stands tall.
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DAF YOMI STUDENTS FINISH

NEDORIM; TO COVER NOZIR AND
SOTAH BY END OF SUMMER

The tens of thousands of students of
Daf Yomi across the world mark yet an-
other milestone on their page-a-day
march through Shas, with the comple-
tion of the 90-blatt-long Meseches
Nedorimon Tuesday, May 17.

The next day, they commence the
study of Meseches Nozir— 65 blattlong
-— which will be completed inn the Daf
Yomi schedule in mid-summer. Nozir
will be followed by Sotah, 49 blattlong,
which will be completed on Ed 21 (Sep-
tember 7).

Agudath Israel is once again plan-
ning to publish a directory to Daf Yomi
shiurim set up in sumer vacation ar-
eas in the Catskills. Entries both for
shiurim held daily and those held Fri-
day through Sunday—including loca-
tion, time, maggid shiur, and phone
number of a contact person—should be
mailed to Daf Yomi Commission,
Agudath Israel, 84 William Street, New
York, NY 10038.

INPUT SUBMITTED ON CLINTON
EDUCATION POLICY

WASHINGTON—In response to are-
quest by U.S. Secretary of Education
Richard W. Riley, Agudath Israel of
America has subrmitted its comnents to
the Clinton Administration on the pro-
posed reauthorization of the federal El-
ementary and Secondary Education
Act (ESEA), a measure of significant
import to the approximately 600
veshivos and day schools it represents
in the nation’s capital.

The original ESEA legislation,
passed in 1965, was a landmark bill
laying down unequivocally the principle
that all children—including students at
non-public schools—are entitled to an
equitable share in the benefits of vari-
ous government programs to aid edu-
cation, notes Abba Cohen, director of
the Agudath Israel Washington Office.

At the time, Rabbi Moshe Sherer,
president of Agudath Israel of America,
was cited by President Lyndon B.
Johnson for his role in hammering out
this principle of “educational equity”,
which, said Cohen, continued to be a
guiding principle in subsequent incar-
nations of the act.

But several aspects of the policy
need shoring up, according to Cohen, a
peint he and David Zwiebel, Agudath
Israel's general counsel, made in their
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organization's official response to the
Administration’s invitation to comment
on the current proposal.

In the controversial Felton ruling of
1985, for instance, the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled that while federally-funded
remedial education programs are re-
quired by statute to provide equitably
for the instruction of students of reli-
giously-sponsored schools, the teach-
ers that the government pays for may
not actually teach on-site in the reli-
glous school's classrooms. According to
the Court, this would violate the consti-
tutional boundaries between church
and state, even though the subject mat-
ter in question—remedial math, for ex-
ample—is religiously neutral.

Feltonhas thus made it very difficult
for non-public school students to ob-
tain the assistance that by law they are
entitled to, say the Agudath Israel offi-
cials. Some alterniative means of provid-
ing services developed in the aftermath
of Felton—such as off-site instruction
trailers parked adjacent to religious
school campuses—have proven to be
exorbitantly expensive and have
drained desperately needed funds from
actual instruction expenses.

Other alternatives—transporting
students to more distant sites, or rely-
ing on computer-assisted education—
have their own problems.

Agudath israel is therefore urging the
Administration to consider broader
funding for capital expenses and the de-
velopment of other constitutionally per-
missible means by which the assistance
may be provided to non-public school
students. It is also suggesting a voucher
system by which the parents of children
needing the services would be awarded
“certificates” directly to pay for their
children’s instruction. It has already
been determined by the courts, argue
Zwiebel and Cohen, that for parents to
spend such vouchers at religious
schools is constitutionally acceptabie,

Other points raised by Agudath Is-
rael with the Administration are: the
need for tighter control by federal au-
thorities over local school systems dis-
pensing the aid, to ensure that equi-
table services for non-public school stu-
dents are in fact provided; the need for
greater flexdbility to allow schools to re-
direct funds from one program to an-
other, according to their specific needs;
and the need for assurances that aid
not-be contingent upon religious
schools’ adoption of policies at odds
with their own religious tenets,

The Agudath Israel officials had ear-
lier in April participated in a face to face

meeting of the nation’s top private
school officials with Secretary of Edu-
cation Riley.

ALETTER TO MTA FROM
AGUDATH ISRAEL

May 4, 1993

Mr. Peter E. Stangl

Chair and Chief Executive Officer
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
347 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10017

Dear Mr. Stangl:

Over the past few days, since
Newsday ran its story about the explicit
new advertising campaign on the City’s
buses and subways, our office has been
deluged with phone calls and faxes
complaining about this offensive pub-
lic display. Indeed, those complaints
had already started coming in before
the Newsday report, because of other
bus and subway ads that assault the
sensibilities of our constituents and
many other New Yorkers. The situation
has become absolutely intolerable.

Agudath Israel of America is the
nation’'s largest grassroots Orthodox
Jewish movement. Our constituents go
to great lengths to shield their children
from the moral pollution that perme-
ates so much of what passes today for
“culture.” By accepting advertising that
borders on the pornographic, the MTA
undermines those efforts considerably.

It is not just religious communities
like ours whose interests are harmed by
these ads. In many respects, society at
large suffers even more. Surely a re-
sponsible public official such as your-
self kmows all too well the social devas-
tation created by the terrible epidemics
. . . and other serious problems attrib-
utable to unbridled promiscuity. People
who understand that there is some-
thing at stake here which transcends
the bottom line have a responsibility to
protest these profit-driven exploita-
tHons.

Does the MTA employ any firmn regu-
lations or guidelines in evaluating the
propriety of proposed ads? Is there
some legal concern that compels the
MTA to accept anything and every-
thing?

I would appreciate hearing back
from you as soon as possible on this se-
rious matter. Many thanks and all good
wishes.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Moshe Sherer
President

The Jewish Observer, May 1993



When it comes to premium Orange Juice, New Square
is as good as the best. Our quality is as good as theirs.
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So now you can drink the best
without paying the most.

THE INTELLIGENT CHOICE
For Tost WiTH Goop TAsTE







