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At this Bais Medrash, not only will vou find minyanim for 2mwvm mmm homw, but also
shiurim, learning b’chavrusa throughout the day, and a mikvah on premises.

At Empire, this is an essential part of the daily routine. Our Bais Medrash resounds with a mvn 5y nearly
around the clock, whether it’s review in Hilchos Shechita, a shiur in Daf Yomi, a masechta biyun or in
Shmiras Haloshon.

What does all of this have to do with kosher chicken?
Everything.

YOUGH KASHRUS, TENDER POULTRY
TOLL-FREE CONSUMER HOTLINE: (800) EMPIRE-4




Please send your tax deductible contributions to:
KEREN HASHVIIS, U.S. Office/84 William Street/New York, NY 10038 / (212) 797-9000
Treasurers: Rabbi Elya Svei, Rabbi Yaakov Perlow - Novominsker Rebbe




“Sometimes
with very
little effort
you can

make a

tremendous
difference.”

| "ﬁ"ﬂ"ﬂ'

Professional & Management
Employment Services
A Division of Agudath Israel of America

Jerry Schiffman, Director
620 Coney Island Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11218
Phone {718} 436-1900
Fax (718) 633-6113

unemployment. But few hardships are as quickly resolved.

l l‘ ew hardships are as tough to handle as a breadwinner’s

All it takes is one job to turn a family’s worry and strain into
peace and security. With unemployment at a rate unprecedented in
recent times, many frum families are suffering.

We are using this opportunity to urge everyone to comb his
or her own resources for any and all job openings. Ask the person-
nel director at your job. Ask friends and relatives, especially those

who own businesses.

1f you know of openings, call (718) 436-1900. With very
little effort on your part, you can relieve a family of its heaviest

burden.

Account Executives
Accounfants

Actuaries

Administrative Assistants
Advertising Executives
Banking Officers

Benetfits Consultants
Bookkeepers

Business Managers
Buyers

Chief Financial Officers
Civil Engineers
Commodities Traders
Communications
Community Affairs
Coordinators

Computer Graphics
Computer Technicians
Construction Supervisors
Consultants

Controllers

Corporate Account Managers
Credit & Collection Managers
Customer Service Representatives
Directors of Operations
Economists

Electrical Engineers
Food Service Managers
Financial Analysts

Fund Managers
Industrial Engineers

Information Systems Managers
Law Associates

Legal Editors

Litigators

Marketing Executives
Mechanical Engineers
Non-Profit Administrators
Office Managers
Paralegals

Pharmacists

Plant Managers

Personnel Divectors
Portfolio Analysts
Production Planners
Program Directors/Social Services
Programmers

Project Managers
Psychologists

Public Relations
Purchasing Agents
Quality Assurance

Real Estate Managers
Researchers

Sales Representatives
Senior Systems Engineers
Staff Attorneys
Stockbrokers

Supervisors

Tax Auditors

Traffic Managers
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Dr. Jacob Mermelstein

enlachi fun
dem naar, ober
der naar iz meiner—

One pokes fun at the fool, but f T am
the fool—or my relative is—then the
jokeis onme, and the pain is my own.
We sirive to be frum, and the word
needs no explanation. Yet we chuckle
and nod our heads in a kind of reluc-
tant acknowledgment when one re-
peats once more the sad joke: “What
is the acronym of F-R-U-M? Feil
Rishus Und Meshugaas. Much evil
and insanity.”

Yet one of the primary goals of the
Torah Jew is to be a mensch, an indi-
vidual free of moral depravity and full
of goodness... his life governed by
bitachon, trust and faith, and devoid
of superstitious, unreasonable fears
and meshugaas’, those subtle quirks
of behavior that are wrong, frrational
and simply not Jewish.

So let us define the accusations, in-
spect them for accuracy, and see what,

Dr. Mermelstein, a psychologist in private prac-
tice, is certified in his field by the States of New York
and New Jersey. and is a diplomate of the Ameri-
can Board of Professional Psychology. A musmach
of Mesivta Torah Vodaath, Dr. Mermelstein leads
his local Daf Yomi shiuwr in Agudath Israel of Long
Islarxdl. Weil known as a lecturer and author, sev-
eral of his articles have been featured in The Jew-
ish Observer.

“if any-
“thing,
nieeds to be
-done, and how
* one goes about it.
__ Admittedly,
e there are individuals who
study Torah, observe the mitzvos,
give charity and are honest?; yet
their general demeanor is somehow
unpleasant. They are impatient,
curt with their fellowman, simply
“not nice.” In addition, there is a
kind of “uptightness,” a blend of
anxiety and depression—not exactly
in a clinical, pathelogical way, yet
lacking in calm confidence inherent
in emuna and bitachon—faith and
trust. A lack in being a mensch and
a Yid, the Torah way.

! “Tomim ti'hiyeh im Hashem Elokecho {Devarim
18,14} Be whole heartedly (trusting} in Hashem."
See Rashi Walk with Him with simple faith. De-
pend on Him. Do not speculate {and overly worry)
about the future.

2 In spite of recent “exposures™—even by our own
well-meaning but, in my opinion, misguided
friends. Jews, even Orthodox ones. unforiunately
have their share of mental ilis and emotionat mal-
adjustments, But: Torah Jews who beat their wives
are still rtare. Those who do drugs or take o drink
are still few and far between. The divorce rate is stilf
relatively low, and the same holds true for stealing
and cheating. Yes, when such perpetrators are ex-
pesed, it unfortunately makes headiines and "good
copy.” and Chillul Hashern. And it should not be.
“Figures do not lie, but one can lie with figures.”
My Torah colleaglies and I, who probably see more
refigious patients in a weelk than outsiders seein a
vear, will attest to that.
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The focus, then, should be on a cer-
tain group of middos, inherent traits,
that make the man; his deep inner
feelings which govern his disposition,
and consequently his behavior toward
his fellow man, Not high-profile, mea-
surable deeds such as charity or hon-
esty, but the subtleness of being pleas-
ant with others and with oneself: calm,
trusting and confident. (Yes, confi-
dent—not as an arrogant ba'alga’ava,
but with the deserved confidence of a
host to a Divine neshama, in posses-
ston of tzellem Elokim.)

The Mishna in Kinyan Torah®
clearly spells out this inextricable mix
of being that nice Torah mensch. The
matrix unfolds, and here is this ideal
man: listening and understanding;
possessing reverence, humility, joy,
friendship; serving one's master; re-
flecting purity, patience, goodness of
heart, empathy, satisfaction; loving
G-d and one’s fellow man; loving righ-
teousness and correctness, empathy,
learning to learn and learning to do;
and much more. All of that through
the “acquisition” of Torah knowledge
and values: studying, practicing and
absorbing... being and becoming a
Torah mensch. Yet if we see that while
Torah is studied and ritzvos are ob-
served, these vital traits are stunted
or inadequately developed, then there
is obviously something wrong.

One need not cite chapter and
verse of the abundance of admoni-
tions in both the Written and Oral
Laws to behave decently and to have
faith, the essential twins that govern
an individual's disposition. Thus, if
there is only a grain of truth in such
accusations, we cannot and must not
tolerate them. One might attempt to
rationalize such behavior, arguing
that it is not necessarily the conse-
quence of evil, but may well be the re-
flection of inner turmoil. Be that as it
may—no matter what the cause, it is
still objectionable, and we must find
ways to remedy the matter.

FINDING THE REMEDIES
he implications for parents,
Rebbes and teachers should
be awesome. Fortunately, we
do have our Torah, to tell us, remind

3 Avps 6

The Jewish Observer, November 1993

us and show us how to reach our
children and guide them. The same
applies to any concerned adult, and
indeed, much of what is being said
here is applicable to any endeavor
where the goal is to affect people, be
it teaching, psychotherapy, or,
lehavdil, learning to become a Torah
Jew. It should also be clear that true
Torah learning is, among much else,
a process that shapes individuals,
creates them, and/or modifies them

One of the primary
goals of the Torah Jew is
to be a mensch, an
individual free of moral
depravity and full of
goodness... his life
governed by bitachon,
trust and faith, and
devoid of superstitious,
unreasonable fears and
meshugaas, those subfle
quirks of behavior that
are wrong, irrational
and simply not Jewish.

and brings about such dispositions
of which we speak.* And as such, it
is {if we may use the term]} therapy
par excellence®.

As Chazal (our sages) frequently
do, they state the problem, and—at
the same fime-build into the state-
ment of the problem, pointers and

! A gadol (whose name escapes me) once sald, "if
learning Torah fails to produce Ahavas Yisroel—
love for one's fellow man, it was not Torah that was
learned.” See also the introduction to Bereishis by
the Ha'amek Davar.

¥ Samm Chaim (Erupin 54a). Torah is a perfect
medication, See also Rambam's Peirush
Hamishnayus, Peah 1:1, also Imrei Shefer on
Shiluach Hakan-Ki Setze 2217, Also, Malbim on,
Parshas Bereishis 2,17.

guidelines toward the solution.

Speaking of our unpleasant and
unhappy fellow, Chazal® describe
him as one for whom there is nohope
of forgiveness, neither in genuine re-
pentance, nor in the power of the holy
day of Yom Kippur, nor in suffering,
They say;

He is one who has “read” (studied
the Written Torah) and has “studied”
(the Mishna) and has served his mas-
ters, yet is dishonest in his actions
and is unpleasant to his fellow man—
what does society say of him? “Woe
to him who has studied Torah, woe to
his parents and to his master! Behold,
how despicable are his ways and how
repulsive is his behavior!”

Our Sages thus speak of three
items that should have molded a per-
son into a Torah mensch, but some-
how failed to do so: Delving into the
Written law, studying Mishna, and
Shimush talmidei chachamim (serving
and interacting with the masters of
Torah). We can use the three catego-
ries of endeavor—"reading, studying
and serving masters"—as a format of
sorts to describe how a person can
develop a Torah-guided personality, a
Yid and a mensch:

nNINaTIp o

42 TO READ TORAH. We all read,
but what do we really read?

We all have many experiences, but
why do we dream about some and not
about others? Obviously some things
impress us while others do not. Sirmnj-
larly, some admonitions are readily
accepted, while others are glossed
over... for many reasons. For ex-
ample: one sees, hears, and is im-
pressed with something, and is likely
to act upon it when it “fits.” That is, it
is consonant with the way we behave
or want to behave. We do not notice,
or wish to learn, or aliow curselves to
be impressed with, items that will
evoke feelings of guilt, or make de-
mands of us that we cannot act upon,
or do not wish to act upon. The ques-
tion, then, is: Do we really read—are
we impressed with and are we ready
to act upon Torah demands that call
for feeling, being and becoming, as we
do for demands for doing? Are Torah
demands such as Lo sisna es achicha

5 Yuma 86a
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bilvavecha—not to hate—or Lo
saarotz bifnehem—do not be afraid Jof
vour enemiesj—of any less import,
chas v’sholom, than saying the
Shema., or wearing tefillin?

Do we excuse ourselves by claim-
ing: “I canneot help it if | feel nervous
or angry or hateful. But, yes, I can do
things, and do them well.” Then, all
too frequently, such action-based
mitzvos can easily become “compen-
satory devices” for proper feelings.
Yes, I can be “perfect” by spending an
inordinate amount of time o get ev-
ery word of the Shema just right, or
to have the tefillin centered just per-
fectly. Or, “enlighten” fellow mispal-
lelim regarding relatively minor cus-
toms. All at the expense of other mitz-
vos of feeling, being, and acting as a
Torah Yid should.

Certainly we are to do mitzves. And
doing, besides being right in-and-of
itself, creates proper feelings. When
compulsivity sets in, however, and
these ritzvos fail to create the desired
disposition and character, something
is wrong. Moreover, when doing de-
velops a flavor of blind perfectionism
and becomes mitzvos anoshim
mel'urmada—habitual deeds without
feeling or concern regarding the total

The Yitti Leibel
HELPLINE

No Problem Is Too Big..
No Problem Ts Too Small...

L1 Bs there some terrible thing happening in your
family that you are afraid or ashamed 10 1ell
anyone?

L) Are you a teemage or young adult having
problems that are two difficult for you to
handle??

O Are you single or-married, and experiencing
personal or inter-pessonal conflics??

[ Are you simply confronted with 2 situation that
requires you to find an objective listener?

Some of the Torah community’s highly skilled
therapists are available 1o tafk to you on the
phone, with total anonymity.

H*O*U+R*4
Monday-Friday (Day)  8:00 AM-12:08 Noon
Monday-Thursday (Eve)  8:00 PM-11:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon
9:00 PM-11:00 PM

DIAL (718) HELP-NOW (435-766%)

In Chicago call 1.800-HELP-523
In New Jersey, Call 1.908.363-1010

This project has been approved
by leading Torah authorities

Torah mensch—something needs to
be done.

Not only do the Torah’s commands
call for specific actions, but they pre-
scribe ways of thinking and feeling.”
And if Torah prescribes i, it obviously
can be done. The fact that it is more
difficult to affect one’s inner self and
become a Torah menschthan todo an
action-oriented mitzva, obviously
does not make the former less impor-
tant than the latter.

The task then before us—individu-
als, parents and educators—is to
read all of Torah, and to have well-de-
fined, clear and explicit goals of what
the Torah mensch is to be. And then
go about striving for it,

? Letus note. for example, that Torah demands of
us 1o be joyous on Yo Tov, to be sad on Tisha
B'Av, tobe solemn on Yom Kippur. And, more spe-
cifically, {o feel on Pesach night k'elu hu yatza
miMitzrayim, as if each individuat himself escaped
Egypt. The Torah furlther expects of us to manipu-
late our feelings. For example, an individual is,
chas v'sholom, mourning the loss of a parent. Now
it is Yom Tov or Shabbos, and he must interrupt
his mourning and invoke joy lo the extent halacha
prescribes. Or, even while i mourning, he learns
of an inheritance and he is required to recite
Shehechiyan, a beracha requiring an expression
of gratilude and happiness,

If the Torah asks for it, obviously it is possible.
Raribam [Minyan harnitzuos, lo saaseh, 58) counts
as a command the admonition Val Ta'wrzis not te
be afraid {of your enemies). Obviously, it can be
done. net by “throwing a swilch” or simply decid-
ing to do so. Bul by working on the inner man
through faith, belief and trust in Hasherr—and in
our fellow man.

i
i

Do we really read—are
we impressed with and
are we ready to act upon
Torah demands that call
for feeling, being and
becoming, as we do for
demands for doing?

The Negative Twins

These negative “twins"™—the un-
pleasaniness toward others, and the
meshugaasen within—are not simply
coincidental. Both elements are cre-
ated by the same pathology®. In its
moest rudimentary definition, mental
health is the manner in which an in-
dividual relates toward himself and
toward others. Thus, the satisfied, op-
timistic ba'al emuna-and-bitachon
siniles with a sense of secure well-be-
ing and envelopes others into his
happy orbit. He is connected. Doubly
so. With the Ribhono Shel Olam and
with mankind. Conversely, the patho-
logical F-R-U-M fellow holds on to
Yiddishieit with shtick, not with a To-
rah grip, and moves away or against
people, again, not in a Torah way.

Thus the way man acts toward
others is primarily determined by the
way he feels—toward life, toward
himself, and toward the world around
him; basically his state of ermnuna and
bitachon, faith and trust. Fortunately,
however, these “twins"—unpleasant-
ness toward others and disturbed in-
ner feelings—have another side, a
positive, remedial and therapeutic
one. Namely, the way one acts, so
does one feel.

You are {eeling miserable. What is
a good “fix"? One can ingest drugs--
street drugs or medically prescribed
ones. Or, one can get drunk, or stuff

¥ The saying in Yiddish is Er iz nit mit alemen: He
[the disturbed individual] is not [putj {ogether.
More lilerally, heis alone, not with others, Much of
psychopathology is a regression, a withdrawal from
others. His remedy, conversely, is in good part re-
sioring relalicnships with others as well as with
himself.
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his face with fat or carbohydrates. Or,
one can brood and feel sorry for him-
self.... One can drown himself in work.
Or, one could take it out on others,
abusing a spouse or one's children.

A true Torah mensch does other-
wise. He reaches out and helps, or at
least is pleasant to, his fellow. And, Io
and behold, he feels more pleasant
within. This maneuver is, of course,
more difficult, but, oh, how much
better and more permanent! Sadly
enough, we find individuals who are
forced by their professions or busi-
nesses to wear a smile during the day.
And they feel pretty O.K. Yet when
they come home or go to shul, when
the professional smile is no longer re-
quired, they let it “all hang out.” A
short-term quick fix, but a long-term
loss. Losses in relationships, losses
by fostering an inner pathology,
losses in failing to become a Jew and
a mensch, and losses by failing to de-
velop a lifetime psychotherapeutic
“fix"—relating and loving.

. n 1w o

2 TO STUDY MISHNA—TORAH
SHE B’'AL PEH, THE ORAL LAW.
This makes a great many demands of
us: how to think, how to feel, and how
to behave.

Whatever applies to Torah
Sheb’Ksav in terms of what to notice
and what to be impressed with, obvi-
ously applies here as well.

There is more. One important
component is the climate for person-
ality development, i.e., incidental
learning, within which this learning
takes place. It is the climnate itself that
not only is conducive for the message
tobereceived, but also has a message
of its very own. The saying goes, “Du
host gelernt Shas. Vos hot Shas dir
gelernt?” {You learned Talmud. How
did the study of Talmud affect you
and change you?} This refers, of
course, not only to the laws ex-
pounded therein, for that is obvious,
and is a function of one's diligence
and brain power. The saying refers to
personality development, the behav-
ioral learnings, the changes of the in-
ner man. Such positive learnings
should come about by careful atten-
tion to matters relating to the inner
man. Aggada, that portion of Talmud

The Jewish Observer, Novermber 1993

that teaches subtly and indirectly, yet
powerfully, what the Torah menschis
to be, in addition to what he is to do,
deserves much more than a simple
reading and the offhand remark, “It's
only Aggadaia.”

In addition, there can and must be
spiritual and human growth simply
by one's immersion in the Yam
Hatalmud, the talmudic ocean,
wherein one is totally enveloped in
G-d's thoughts, thinking, analyzing,
and feeling the majesty of His holy
words, conversing with the saints and

| with calm confidence and feelings of

security... possessing bitachon, trust
in the Ribbono Shel Olam, and in
mankind. Such is the power of Torah
She B'al Peh.

v n v 5

&> SHIMUSH, SERVING AND INTER-
ACTING WITH TORAH SCHOLARS.!*
To begin with, they teach us, em-
phasize, and point out in Torah
and in Talmud precisely such
learnings that produce the Torah

. .

Bo we excuse ourselves by claiming: “I cannot help
it if | feel nervous or angry or hateful. But, yes, | can
do things, and do them well.” Then, all too frequently,
such action-based mitzvos can easily become
“compensatory devices” for proper feelings.

scholars of generations ago®, and be-
ing occupied not with temporary and
mundane matters, but with some-
thing enduring, something holy. Ex-
actly how this works may be beyond
us, but students of Talmud will con-
firm that this is so.

Some such learnings are closer to
the surface. For example, our sages
say that the tractate Eruvin teaches
us to care for our neighbor. Does not
tractate Berachos also teach grati-
tude? Or Nazir temperance without
austerity? One could go on. Yet, like
all else, this needs to be pointed out.
Do we say to ourselves and to our stu-
dents, “Wow, lock at this! What does
it tell us, teach us? How does it make
us better, sweeter, softer?” When
studying Berachos, contemplate the
importance of gratitude and taking
nothing for granted: “Thank you, G-d;
thank you, fellow man; thank you,
spouse or child or parent!” What
would assuming such a habit make
of us—grumpy complainers and ner-
vous wrecks? More likely, loving, car-
ing, sweet “people’s people,” endowed

? See Mermelstein, J., “Leaming to Love Learning,”
in The Mesifta Chronicle, Mesifta of Long Beach,
N.Y., 1988. Also, Mermelstein, J., “To Be A
Teacher,” The Jewish Parent, Publication of Torah
Umesorah.

mensch. Yet they do much more.

The man walked into my office
farbissen, grumpy, uptight and bristling,
After dumping all his complaints against
his wife, his children and his business
partner, he went on: “And what does the
Ribbono Shel Olam want of me? More
learning, more davening, more
tzeddaka, and more mitzvos. What
abott me?”

I offered him a cup of coffee, and went
about developing a relationship with
him. At a much later tirne, I reminded
him of his comuments and said to himn,
“My friend, we are tuned into the same
Ribbono Shel Olam, Baruch Hashem.

1 Many titles have been given to our era, It has
been called the age of anxiety, the age of “me first,”
the age of “anything goes,” and so on. All of these,
at least in part, are true. May 1 add “the age of the
guru.” Very briefly, vatue systems have been lost
to such an extent that man no longer knows who
he is and what life is alf about. So, enters the
“guru,” who “knows.” Obviously, there are destruc-
tive purus whe exploit, and there are insane gurus
who seduce people to joln their insanity. And then
there are gurus who may mean well, but who do
little else but “make nice.” In doing so, our sufferer
may feel better temporarily, but nothing really
changes. :

There are also good "gurus,” pardon the {erm.
These are individuals who have the ability to make
people feed good by their ability to relate to them,
and not sit in judgment. However, there must also
be material to be mastered, value systems to be
leamed, and changes to be expected.
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Yet I heard the Ribbono Shel Olam,
kaveyachol, very differently. I heard,
‘Kind leben, dear child, I am happy with
your learning and davening. But when
you learn your Daf, the daily Talmud,
ook indo these commentaries, and you
will understand better, enjoy it more and
become closer with the word of G-d.
When you daven, try to infuse your
words with more kavana {coricentra-
tion}), and your prayers will have far
more meaning to Me and fo you.... And
here are a nuwnber of mitzvos you may
have forgotten about. They may be a
little difficult a times, and having _fun
and doing nothing might seem more
pleasurable. But think about after. After
the deed, after the mitzva or after wast-
ing time, how does it feel? Consider the
gain and the loss. So, because | love
you!! do it, and you will love the result.
As far as your spouse, your children and
your partner are concermned, consider the
Jact that because of them yot do not feel
alone. You are importarit to therm Yes,
there is a cost to consider their needs
and fo cater to them. But how about the
gain? By being pleasant to themn, you
will feel pleasant and become a habifu-
ally pleasant person!””

Two people can be learning the
identical words of G-d, yet integrate
them into their thinking-feeling-doing-
system in such two diametrically op-
posing manners. Clearly it was not the
words that differed, it was the delivery
system: The kind of person the parent
or the Rebbe is, the kind of Jew he is,
and the kind of mensch he is.

Absorbing the Teacher
With his Lesson

Our children, and we, are exposed
to many belicfs, opinions and atti-
tudes which are dispensed through
peers, soclety and the media. Cur-
rently in vogue is “having,” enjoying,
materialism, “me first,” being cool—
i.e., not to care and worry, and free-
dom from responsibitity, Ostensibly,
all very appealing, but the very sad
results are seif-evident.

Torah, of course, has a lot to say
about that. And Torah too, wants you
to have “something in it for me.” Yet

' "Ratza Hakadosh Baruch Hu Uzakos es Yisroel...
{Makos, 23b). Torah and mitzvos were given to
mankind because of G-d's Jove for us.

10

bl

There can and must be spiritual and human growth
simply by one’s immersion in the Yam Hatalmud, the
talmudic ocean, wherein one is fofally enveloped in
G-d's thoughts, thinking, analyzing, and feeling the
maijesty of His holy words, conversing with the saints
and scholars of generations ago, and being
occupied not with temporary and mundane matters,
but with something enduring, something holy.

how is this taught? How does one be-
hold these fine nuances, the intan-
gibles, the sweetness of Torah and the
sweeiness of just being sweet? Itis of
course the talmid chacham, the
Rebbe, and the shimush talmidei
chachamim—the serving and inti-
mate interacting with these great
pecple—that teach those overtones
and undertones of loving and caring
for the word of G-d and for His cre-
ations, our fellow man.

Exactly how? Firstly, by their very
own demeanor, their sweetness, their
friendship toward their fellow man
and kaveyachol toward G-d., Their in-
ner peace, their emuna and bitachon,
belief and trust. Their mannerisms,
their goodness and the myriad of
subtle nuances that makes one into a
person about whom it is said: Blessed
are he, his parents and his teachers’,
Exposure to such people creates oth-
ers in their mold. Lectures, admonish-
ments and threats do not perform the
task; experiencing interaction with
good people makes other people good
in the same manner.

In addition, such a teacher will
teach Torah with a sweetness, exud-
ing the Torah attitude that he has
within. He does so even as he gener-

2 Yumna 86a

alizes, such as: “Uvocharto bacha-
yirn!3. Behold, tei'ere kinderlach,
here, beloved children, is Torah and
the gift of life. Choose, I beg of you, the
good life.” Furthermore, in teaching
and translating the words of the posi-
tive protagonists in Torah (such as
the Avos, our forefathers), the heroes
of Torah, this Rebbe uses words and
nuances that capture the essence of
the commandments and convey
them—not with harshness nor dicta-
torship, but with loving and as an of-
fering, a gift. For example, the Rebbe
does not act out Avrohont's directives
toward Sara or Yishmael, while enter-
taining the malochim, as an auto-
cratic command: “Go, fetch and do™!
Instead, he resonates with the sweet-
ness with which Avrohom invited
Sara and Yishmael to participate in
the mitzva of hachnosas orchim, hos-
pitality to strangers!4.

It takes man to make man; and the
transmitter of Torah-—parent,

¥ Devarim 30,19; see Rashi

" Psychopathology is frequently the result of hy-
pocrisy and double standards that children see in
their parents and teachers. Thus, the parent who
acts with warmth to outsiders, such as guests,
while turning around with harshness, dernanding
of his spouse or child to serve them, sends a mixed
pathological message with possibly dire conse-
fuences.
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teacher or Rebbe—by his beingandin
his manner of relating with the stu-
dent/child, teaches far more than by
his preaching or even doing’s.

conclude with a personal note.

I Oneis what he is by virtue of what
he has been exposed to, what has
impressed him and how all this has
been integrated. Though man may be
a victim of his experiences, he is still
yesponsible for his being and his be-
havior, because mart has chotce. Even
the Nuremberg Trials, after World
War II, confirmed this. Kal v’chomer,
how true this is of the belief system of
the Torah Jew, it thus behooves man

S With the reader's permission, a homiletic
thought: G-d said, “Let us make man” (Bereishis
}1.26—See Rashi and Rambay. G-d creates man,
his body, his brain, and a certain temmperament. Yet
the man's personality is shaped to a great extent
by his interpersonal life, particularly that of his
early childhood. “The child is the father of man.”
the saying goes, We are what we experience.

Thus, Hakadosh Baruch Fu, kaveyacho!, asks
of every one of us, "Naaseh Adam~come help Me
make man”: Relate to him, help him, teach him to
becorme the kind of man I, Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
want him to be, a Torah mentch. To serve Hashem,
to serve mankind and lead a happier and better life
himself {sece Mermelstein, J., loc. cit.).

|

Though man may be a
victim of his experiences,
he is still responsible for
his being and his
behavior, because man
has choice...how true
this is of the belief system
of the Torah Jew.

to give credit to others for the good he
has learned from them, and to as-
sume responsibility for the bad within
him so as to become a better person.

As for everyone else, this holds
true for me. | was fortunate to have
had some outstanding teachers. My
very first one was my mother, .
Among much else, 1 saw, I experi-
enced, I lived and | heard constantly,
“Vehavei makabel es kol adam
beseivar panim yafos—Receive every-
one with a cheerful disposition’.” At
times, this may surely be very, very
difficult, but if we have the admoni-
tion before us, constantly review it,
practice it and sece the reward, oh,
how good it is'™ |

36

Avos 1:15. It is not for us to understand our
sages, much less, chas v'shalom. to judge them. 1t
may seem that Shammai Hezakein was a stern and
demanding individual, If so, that was his shitta, his
Torah point of view. Yet it was he who also prac-
ticed and lived by this dictum: "to receive everyone
with a cheerful disposition....”

17 Vienma. where we lived, was a transit {own for
emigrants from Poland and Russia. Thus, having
orchim, guests at the Shabbos table, was the norm.
When | excused myself for nadequately convers-
ing with these orchim, because of my shymess, my
mother, h'i, said, "Your shyness, your personal dif-
ficulty in conversing with strangers, is no excuse
for having our guests feel uncomfortable, or,
challila, unwanted. It is your job to overcorne your
shyness, and do what you are supposed to do.” And
of course, doing just that is, or can be, a powerful
remedy for shyness or feeling alone.
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Rabbi Yitzchak Feigenbaum

Symposium on “Derech Eretz”
=

.

MORE CHALLENGE THAN
INSPIRATION

ost of us like to read articles
Mthat, based on heartwarm-
ing stories or touching quo-
tations from Chazal, inspire us to
reach for higher ideals. But this ar-
ticle is a bit different. This is an at-
tempt to offer some constructive criti-
cism and fo focus on some shortcom-
ings in our present Torah commmunitly
and chinuch that canmot be readily
blamed on others. Namely, we seem
to have the ability to be technically
within halacha, feeling smug and
quite pleased with ourselves, and yet
show a lack of yashrus (uprightness)
and derech eretz(civility) towards oth-
ers. At least, that is the perception.
Some even argue that rather than
guarantee a heightened air of derech
eretz in a school, an increase in the
frum or Chareidi component in a ye-
shiva or day school can lead one to
expect the opposite.
Now it should not be too difficult to
formulate the defense for this alleged
lack of derech eretz: our more frum

Rabbi Yitzchak Feigenbaum is the education di-
rector of Navon, a Toronto-based outreach founda-
tion. He was represeriled in these pages by “We
Have Mashiach Now.” JO, Jan. 23,
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We seem to have the
ability to be technically
within halacha, feeling
smug and quite pleased
with ourselves, and yet
show a lack of yashrus
{uprightness) and derech
erefz (civility) towards
others. At least, that is
the perception.

communities are generally in or near
our urban centers, and the
abrasiveness associated with urban
life is bound to take its toll on the
cherished niceties of daily encoun-
ters. Moreover, the Jews in those very
same rough-and-tumble environ-
menis are responsible for more orga-
nized and ad hoc chessed aclivities
than any comparable communities
the world over.

Yes. But the perception of a lack of
concern over yashrus and its out-
ward expression, derech eretz, per-
sists. It cannot all be attributed to
hostile press twhat may now be called
“the Tom Dine Syndrome”). And even

i

if the Orthodox bashing is all cut out
of whole cloth, and we are no worse
than anyone else in terms of yashrus
and derech eretz, should we not put
extra effort into being incontestably
free of any such flaws, as accused?
Thus the discussion that follows.

WHAT IS THIS THING
CALLED YASHRUS?

irst we must define “yashrus.”
The Ha'amek Davar (Netziv), in

his introduction to Chumash
Bereishis, discusses why the Avos
were called yesharim {such that
Chumash Bereishis is referred to as
Sefer HaYashear). After his famous de-
scription of “sinas chinam (baseless
hatred) for the sake of Heaven,” he
says, "And this was the greatness of
the Avos—thal besides being
tzaddikim, chassidim, and chavei
Hashemin the greatest way possible,
they were also yesharim.” He then
goes on to show how we see from the
stories in Chumash Bereishis that the
Avos dealt with even the most “despi-
cable idol worshippers” with yashrus,
Let us consider that. If one is a
tzaddik and a chassid, that means
that one is already doing all the mitz-
vos and not committing any sins. And
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if oneis an oheiv Hashemin the great-
est way possible—what else is there?
Somehow, being yashar is an
achievement distinct from those
other three traits. If so, just what is
yashrus, and, more important, how
does cne develop it?

To understand this trait of being
yashar, we must refer to parshas
Va'eschanart where we are told, “Be
careful to keep the mitzvos of Hashem
your G-d, as well as His eidos and
chukim that He commanded you.”
The Torah then continues, “V'asisa
hayashar v’hatov—And you should
do what is upright and good.” Again,
“yashar” as something distinct from
“mitzvos, eidos and chukim”! The
Ramban addresses this difficulty with
the following explanpation: “Tt was im-
possible for the Torah to mention all
of a person’s dealings with his neigh-
bors and friends, all his business ac-
tivities, and all the rules necessary for
conducting a proper society. But af-
ter it mentioned some of them... it
then made a general principle, to do
what is yashar and tov.”

To fully appreciate the Rambari's
message, we refer to an earler
Ramban in Kedoshim? where he for-
mulates his famous concept of “ naval
birshus haTorah,” i.e., one can be
despicable, even while fulfilling all the
technicalities of the Torah. The first
{and most famous) example of the
Ramban is in the realm of bein adam
laMakom; i.e., one could follow all the
Divine rules of conduct to the letter,
vet be quite distant from kedusha
{sanctity). To reach kedusha, one
must go above and beyond the letter
of the law; one must have an intuitive
sense of where the legislated mitzvos
are leading, and carry on from there.
Less weli-laown is that the Ramban
in Kedoshim cites the verse of “yashar
v'tov” as another example of that
same principle—regarding bein adarmn
lechaveiro (interpersonal dealings),
i.e., one could be technically and le-
gally within one's rights, but not be
doing what Hashem expects. One
could be following the letter of all the
laws of business, human relations,
and so on, yet not be a yashar v'tov,
As the Ramban says, “It was impos-

sible for the Torah to mention ail...
rules necessary for proper society”—
the Torah could not specifically legis-
late all situations. It was in reference
to this range of conduct that the
Ha'amek Davar said, “This was the
greatness of the Avos—that besides
being tzaddikim, chassidim, and
ohavei Hashem in the greatest way
possible, they were also yesharim.”
Bringing this discussion home,
how many times has your intuitive
sense of yashrus been assaulted
with, “But it says here, and you didn't
spectfy there, besides which there’'sa
shitta like this, and a teshuwa like
that, and I won!” Yes, that person
“won,” but was it yashar v'tov? That
person may even be a {zaddik and
chassid, but is that sufficient?

APPLYING YASHRUS

e are now faced with a di-
lemma. If the Torah does
not specifically legislate ev-

ery single scenario that will come up
in our lives, but expects us to go be-
yond the technicalities to be “yashar,”
how are we to know what yasharis?
would suggest that the answer lies in
a Sifrf. Rabbi Akiva commenting on
the verse, “Ve'asisa hayashar
ve’hatov,” tells us that the word tov
refers to “hatov b’einei Hashem—
what is good in the eyes of G-d";
whereas yashar is “hayashar b’einei
adam—what is upright in the eyes of
man.” As the Torah Temima ex-
plains,* only G-d Himself, who can
see all future ramifications of any act,
can decide what is tov—good. We,
with our shortsighted vision, cannot
determine what is absolutely good.
But Man can see what appears to be
yashar—proper and straight in his
eyes. And we are obligated to do not
only the objective “tov,” but also what
is “hayashar b’einei adam—accepted
as proper by Man.” How do we emu-
late the Avoes who knew how to deal
with “despicable idol worshippers™?
We must assume an intuitive sense
gieaned from all the halachos that we
do know, and apply that Torah-
guided intuition to the situations that
are notlegislated.

! Devarim 6,17
?Vayikra 19,2
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3 Sifrion Devarim 12,28
* Devarim 12,28, note 113

To reach kedusha, one
must go above and
beyond the letter of the
law; one must have an
intuitive sense of where
the legislated mitzvos
are leading, and carry
on from there.

1 recall my Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi
Chaim Shmulevitz, %", driving home
this point. Though he offered many
examples, the one that sticks in my
mind most clearly is Chazals com-
ment on the phrase “al pi Hashem™
in reference to Moshe’s counting the
Tribe of Levi. Hashem had com-
manded Moshe to count all Leviim
from the age of one month. Chazal tell
us that Moshe asked Hashem, “How
can | go into their tents te know how
many babies are in there?”

“What kind of question was that?”
asked Rav Chaim. If Hashem wants
to know the population, then go in
there and find cut—it's a mitzva! But
Moshe knew that Hashem would
never have commanded a mitzva
that went against common derech
eretz, and therefore he knew that he
had to ask Hashern how to fulfill His

. command. Cominon sense—hurnan

understanding of how people feel
and think—should tell a person
what makes other people feel un-
comfortable.

ANALYZING THE PROBLEM

that conduct in some situations is

not legislated, and that we must
use our own “yashar b'einei adant™-
common sense to decide what to do,
then we are faced with a serious prob-
lemn. Seemingly, frumJews donot be-
lieve in common sensel At least we do
not run our lives by what the world
deems common sense. Hilchos ribbis

If it is true, as the Ramban said,

S Bamidbar 3,16, see Rashi
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{laws against usury) do not conform
to “common sense.” OQur understand-
ing of tzenius does not reflect what the
world calls “common sense,” and-—
the root of it all—saying na’aseh be-
fore nishmo-—"we will do” before “we
will isten” at Sinai-—-was not common
sense!
Years ago, when I was working in
Yeshivas Aish HaTorah in Jerusalern,
a student asked me why one wasn'tal-
lowed to use napkins on Shabbos.
When I asked him why he thought it
was prohibited, he told me that he had
been in Yeshiva for three Shabbosos
and there had rnever been any napkins!

Transportation available from surrounding communities |

Excellent Limudei Kodesh curriculum with emphasis on
a broad knowledge of the Mesechta

Warm, personal and individl.lal attention to each bochur
Night seder interaction with the Kollel Yungeleit
In-town Yeshiva with out-of-town ruach
Emphasis.on Midos

Quuality secular progran;. staffed by licensed and
experienced teachers

Three meals daily

School building with (;ompletc gym facilities

Iprotested, “Does it make any sense
that napkins should be prohibited on
Shabbos?”

I remember his answer to this day:
‘Rabhbi, there are a lot of things around
here that don't make any sense!”

True. Much of what we do does not.
“make sense.” Qur children want to
go places or buy things that makes
perfect sense to them and their peers,
and we explain to them that we do
what Hashem tells us is right, not
what the world tells us is right. We
impress upon our children not to as-
sume that they know what the

For further information contact:
RABBINOSSON HIRSCHBERG, 9468-370-0758,212-595-6512
Mesivta of Manhatian 210 West91st 58, N.Y.,N

10024

CDB1 YATEDDISC
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Seemingly, frum Jews
do not believe in

common sense! Atleast
we do not run our lives
by what the world deems
common sense. The root
of it all—saying na‘aseh
before nishma—"we will
do” before “we will
listen” at Sinai—surely
was not common sense!

halacha is, but to ask a she'eila. We
train ourselves to be wary of making
our own judgments as to whether
sormething is permissible or not; we
must ask. The better and stronger the
chinuch, the more ingrained does it
become that we cannot rely on our
own }imited judgment or “common
sense,” but rather we must consuit
daas Torah—and that is absolutely
correct! That is what has kept us go-
ing through all these years of golus.
We can readily see today the tragic
results of Jewish education that did
not make “asking the authorities” a
value. The problem is that by stress-
ing that value, we risk losing our hu-
man sensitivity to just plain yashrus.
We may lose the ability and the initia-
tive to see if something simply makes
any sense. As the ba'alei Mussar have
always told us,® when you put a
strong emphasis on one midda, per-

8 See Michtav M Eliyahuy, Vol 3, page 294, regard-
ing chumros and kulos, tn which he says, “The con-
cept of being very meticulous and strict in laws is
certainly a great principle, but there is a great need
ta be careful lest one come to some harm. There is
a rule regarding kochos hanefest: when one exag-
gerates the vahue of one principle, it is almost cer-
tain that through that, the value of another prin-
ciple will become smaller in his eyes. And there is
a great danger in this to one's ruchnius, for the
yeitzer hora just might use this trick to satiate and
satisfy a person with difcdiddm of one mitzoa in or-
der to make him stumble, chas v'shalom, in many
aueiros.
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force you lose sight of another. The
stronger the emphasis on kaved for
the poskim, the greater the reliance
on daas Torah, and the deeper one’s
appreciation of how little of Torah we
really do know, the greater the possi-
bility of losing respect for one's own
sense of comumnon sense-yashrus! The
previous generation had a problem
with the former, but seemed to have
had a strong sense of simple yashrus
and kavod habrios—showing dignity
to all of G-d's creations. Yeshivos and
Seminaries today, Baruch Hashem,
have to a great extent corrected the
problern of over-reliance onone's own
thinking, and have ingrained a strong
reliance on daas Torah. But by doing
s0, have we come up short on the
other end?

To offer an example, bringing it
dovwm to the here and now: We tell our
child to take his feet off the couch.
When we come back in the room, his
feet are on the wall. “But you just said
to take them off the couch, you didn't
say not to put them on the walil” And
we do the same. The Shulchan Aruch
does not discuss it, your Rav never
specifically mentioned it, so, ergo, it
is fine to do! But is it yashar? Does it
fit the “rules necessary for proper so-
ciety” that the Ramban speaks of? We
are trained to research and ask
she’eilos to determine what is in the
realm of “birshus HaTorah,” but have
we sensitized and trained our chil-
dren and ourselves to also be
yesharim, like the Avos?

ONE MORE PROBLEM

ere may be one more reason

why the contemporary setting

may not promote the desired
degree of derech eretz and yashrus.
Perhaps this can become clear by re-
ferring to-a story from Israel. At one
time, a study was carried out to de-
termine why Israeli youth exhibit
more chutzpa than their European
counterparts. One opinion offered
was that since all Israeli youth serve
in the army, and Israel is always in a
state of war, the youth feel that the
older generation owes them some-
thing, rather than vice versa. This at-
titude is reinforced by members of the
older generation, who feel dependent
upon the youth for their protection,
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thus inspiring within the youth a
sense of superiority to their elders.
In a certain sense, the present
generation of bnet Torah suffer from
the same syndrome. In many cases
they learn more, are more knowledge-
able and more precise in their obser-
vance, than their parents. Intensive
Torah chinuch across North America
is relatively new. The parents of many
budding talmidei chachamim and
bnei Torah did not have the opportu-
nity for long-term learning enjoyed by
this generation. Day schools,
yeshivos, and Bais Yaakov schools
impress on their students to learn
more and to strive to be greater than

Considering a move

to MONSEY?

For careful attention to your
individual needs, call us today!

(914) 354-8445

their parenis’ generation. In many
cases, their fathers had to work right
after high school or marriage, while
they have the opportunity to sit and
iearn. Never mind the mesirus nefesh
of simply keeping Shabbosyears ago.
Today, lorndus and frumkeitreign su-
preme, and one can feel a certain su-
periority. That can lead to a sense of
over-confidence, and a sense of bittul
towards the inborn and intuitive sen-
sitivity to yashrus that were devel-
oped through mesirus nefesh, unso-
phisticated emuna peshuia, and a lot
of real life experience.

This is a situation for which there
are no simple fix-it solutions. At
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least recognizing the question, how-
ever, is surely a start towards reach-
ing an answer.

S0 WHAT DO WE DO?

n upbeat ending is essential. |
will try to offer one with some
pproach toward a solution.

Rabbi Dessler says?, “The root of
the obligation for derech eretz is in
our obligation to a person because he
is aperson’” (emnphasis mine). You can
teach children to pop out of their

? Michtaw M Eliyjahs, Vol 4., pg. 246.

¥ ou can teach children to pop out of their seats
when the Rebbe or Morah walks in; you can train
them to mouth the proper platitudes; you can educate
them to be tzaddikim, chassidim, and ohavei
Hashem; but to achieve derech eretz, one needs a
human understanding of what another human being
is, how another feels and thinks, and some common
sense as to what proper societal conduct demands.
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seats when the Rebbe or Morah walks
in; you can train them to mouth the
proper platitudes; you can educate
them to be tzaddikirm, chassidim, and
ohavei Hasherr, but to achieve derech
eretz, one needs a human under-
standing of what another human be-
ing is, how another feels and thinks,
and some common sense as to what
proper societal conduct demands.
One must become sensitive to others,
and to learn how to see things from
another person’s vantage point. We
have to train ourselves and our chil-
dren to not only say the right things,
but to know how those words are be-
ing heard. The school can (and must)
make it clear that yashar b’einei
adam—common sense—is a clear
Torah imperative, and that human
sensitivities are to be admired along
with all other middos and halachic
strictures. {How that is done without
undermining a sense of authority is
a complex issue, which centers on the
human qualities and self-confidence
needed to be an effective mechanech.}
But it also demands that parents
share the responsihility for educating
their children, rather than abdicating
completely to the school.

As a parent, | know that at times |
feel too busy “saving Klal Yisroel” to
really raise my own children. Besides,
is't that what I pay all thai tuition
for? But as a mechanech, I know that
I can teach, explain, demonstrate and
inspire students until I'm blue in the
face, but a child’s sensitivities to other
humans, a child's perception of soct-
ety, of basic instincts, of caring for “a
person because he is a person™all
that will be determined by what he or
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she hears, sees, and senses in the
home. Not by what we as parents
preach at them, but by what we re-
ally are. {In our heart of hearts, we
know that our children know much
more about us, our relationships, val-
ues, and business dealings than we
would like them to know.)

THE END

e above was, unfortunately,
not the end, because it would
be preferable to close this ar-

ticle by inspiring rather than preach-
ing to the reader. The classic ending for
this plea to make yashrus and human
understanding a desired value should
be a story, which follows:

It happened over twenty years ago,
in the Mirrer Yeshiva in Yerushalayim.
We were hearing our daily blatt shiur

_from Rabbi Nachum Partzovitz, 5731,
when he had to go to America for medi-
cal treatments. Rabbi Chaim Shmul-
evitz, T¥1, took over his shiur, for which
we would go down to his apartment in
the basement of the yeshiva every day.
There was, of course, a mad rush io get
there early, so as to grab a seat close to
the head of the tuble, to be as close to
Reb Chaim as posstble. There also en-
sued great debates into the details of
makom kavua—what constituted
someone’s permanent seat.

Reb Chaim noticed that each day
people were coming down earlier and
earlier, and arguing over the “good”
seats, This disiurbed him so much that
he made a rule: We would come and sit
down at the table first. He would then
come In and sit in a different spot each
day, so that no one would have to rush,
and all coudd have a chance to be near
the “head” of the table.

I do not believe that he had found a
source for that strategy in the poskim,
nor was there any particular story he
read that inspired him to bother to do
that. It was simply the natural reac-
tion of someone whose sensitivity to
other human beings was legendary,
and who was known for approaching
the cornplexities of lniman intercourse
with a healthy, self-confident, com-
mon-sense yashrus. ]
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Symposium on “Derech Eretz”

Rabbi Yitzchok Kirzner, o,

prepared for publication by Menucha Lev

[

]

S

THE DIVINE FACTOR IN
CHARACTER
DEVELOPMENT

hadchanim praise it.
\Teachers stress it. Roshei
Yeshiva em-phasize it.
Gedolirn personify it. Most of all,
it is the crowning glory of par-
ents—a child with middos
tovos, admirable character
traits. The rare nobility of
middos tovos and all that they
encompass calls for an analysis
of the subject.

We tend to think of middos
tovos as they relate to two dis-
tinct categories: bein adam
lechaveiro—interpersonal affairs—
and bein adam laMakom—between
man and G-d. Yet, they are not sepa-
rate entities, but integral parts of one
another, with a tightly woven infer-
play between the two.

Pirkei Avos, the primary source of
middos development in the Oral Law,
is introduced with the statement,
“Moshe received the Torah from
Sinai...." Chazal point out that only in
Pirkei Avos, where character traits
are discussed, is the element of
mesora—transmission of Torah—

The late Rabbi Yitzchok Eirzner served as Direc-
tor of the Citywide Outreach Educational Program
of the Jewish Renaissance Center, in New York,
and authored the book, The Art of Jewish Prayer.
“The Barriers of Golus,” based on a lecture by
Rabbi Kirzner, was featured in JO, June, 93,

Mrs. Lev, a resident of Brooklyn, NY, has been rep-
resented by several articles in JO, including “An
FFB's Retum—A Tribute to Rabbi Kirzner” [(Nov, 92},
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stressed, to underscore that middos
tovos emanated from Hashem, to-
gether with His Torah.

We might wonder why this is so.
After all, a saintly human being could
conceivably be capable of authoring
a reasonable text on social ethics!

Another puzzling aspect of the
opering verse is that there is no men-
tion of Hashern's Name; the empha-
sis seems to rest on the word
“Sinai”~an omission that certainly
needs explanation.

These difficulties can best be re-
solved in the context of Chazal's expla-
nation that cur ultimate goal in the
world is to plant, nurture and develop
within ourselves an ever-deepening
relationship with Hashem We develop
our connection to Hashem through
seeing His all-encompassing presence
in the midst of our mundane activi-

ties—in moments of grief, in
times of tension, in spurts of
joy—and, ultimately, perceiv-
ing the Hand of G-d in all that
ocecurs in our lives, feeling grati-
fication and even joy for our
awareness of His constant
presence.

For this reason, Shmuel
Hanatis aghast when Klal Yis-
roel approaches him in request
for a King. He appeals to
Hashem in pain, and Hashem
replies, telling him that in actu-
ality, they had not rebuffed
him, they had rebuffed G-d.
They were solely interestedina
king for their social and politi-
cal well-being. As far as the shefa
Elokai—the enhanced spirituatity that
the Navi and the Sarthedrin nurtured
in Klal Yisroel—that was of lesser con-
cern o them!

Similarly, when we strive to instill
middos tovosin our children, it should
be with a clear focus: Do we simply
want a “well-mannered,” socially ac-
ceptable person who graces the scene
with proper etiquette? Or do we want
a child whose middos tovos are a
springboard for ultimate growth to a
close relationship with G-d? Since
Hashemauthored the criteria for good
middos, there must be an element of
G-dliness inherent in them.

That Divine element manifests it-
self in a person, who by virtue of his
middos, is inviting Hashemnt's pres-
ence into his life. And Hashem, so to
spealk, looks at the person with posi-
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tive middos, and is thoroughly
pleased. The person becomes a de-
hightful place for Him to dwell.

Thus, the passage stresses Sinai,
the lowliest of mountains, as a sym-
bol of humility, to emphasize this vi-
tal prerequisite for absorbing
Hashem's Torah in its fullest sense,
that the receiver of Torah and rniddos
would better absorb and accept these
teachings “from Sinai"—f{rom a place
of humility, a place where ego does
not create a barrier between the
person's will and G-d's will. Only then
can he be connected to Hashem, the
Giver of Torah at Sinai.

THE DEGREE OF
INTERRELATIONS

eb Tzaddok Hakohein, the

famed 19th Century Chas-

sidic thinker, elaborates on
how the spheres of bein adam
lechaveiro and bein adam laMakom
are actually a single, unified field. He
begins by addressing the mystery of
what precisely causes an “impurity”
of the body, as, for example, tzora'as
{Biblical leprosy). We commonly be-
lieve that when a person is overcorne
with a negative trait such as jealousy,
he succumbs to lashon hora {slan-
der), and as punishment is stricken
with {zora’as. Not so, points out Reb
Tzaddok. The body, as long as it is
nurtured in harmonious union with
the neshama, remains pure and
heaithy. But when the body adopts
negative middos, it tears itself away
from the neshama. Once it is depleted
of its source of pure spiritual nourish-
ment, the body becomes vulnerable
to impurity, which is then physically
manifest in the form of tzora'as.

Ultimately the two ailments are
very much linked to one another. For,
to the degree that a person is ravaged
with character flaws in an interper-
sonal area, to that degree is he tear-
ing his body and nesharma apart, ef-
fecting a most certain personal alien-
ation from his neshama, and ulti-
mately Hashem.

Instilling middos toves in our chil-
dren, then, is not simply a matter of
training a “well-mannered” child.
Rather, it is part of the intense desire
that, with healthy middos, the child
should be connected with the ethe-
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Instilling middos tovos in
our children is not simply
a matter of training a
“well-mannered” child.
Rather, it is part of the
intense desire that, with
healthy middos, the child
should be connected
with the ethereal
neshama with which he
was blessed.

real neshama with which he was
blessed.

THE STEPS TO TARKE
IN ADVANCE

re there any meaningful steps
Aihat we can take, so as to
quip cur children with middos

tovos, so that they blossom into spiri-

tually healthy peopie who will embrace
Hashem, whowill inchide Him in their
lives, under all circumstances? The
following is but a partial list—certainly
not all-inclusive—of suggestions that
could help us begin working at this
formidable task.

+ Pure motivation in raising
children

The Chovos Halevovos in Sha'ar
Habitachon discusses the delicate
balance between hishtadlus—the ef-
forts a person expends towards a
goal—and bitachorn—his ability to re-
frain from further effort, and to stand
back and rely on Hashem. In regard
to raising children, the Chovos
Halevovos addresses the dilemma of
determining the limits of bitachor
How do we know that we've already
done our utmost in raising our chil-
dren, at which point we can then
plead for Hashem's compassionate
intervention?

A parent {the Chovos Halevovos
states) is nothing more and nothing
less than a responsible shaliach, an
emissary of Hashem, designated for
the lofty purpose of raising his child
to grow into an eved Hashem, a per-
son whose essence embodies one
overriding desire: a yearning to grow
close to his Creator by understand-

FOR OUR
~PEOPLE?

E-RO0-547-8884

You ARE! There is so much you can do. To find out more
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ing, knowing, and doing Hasheri's
will, In keeping with the ruling that a
shaliach in a sense embodies the
powers of his designator, parents as
true emissaries of Hashem become
infused with strength from the One
who has entrusted them with His
Imission.

That deceptively simple staternent
of the Chouvos Halevovos alludes to a
myrtiad of possible ulterior motives
that might interfere with a parent act-
ing as the ideal emissary in raising
children. Parents, though instinc-
tively loving their children, might un-
wittingly push their child to succeed
in areas where they themselves had
failed. Or, a parent who, having suf-
fered from a domineering parent in
his home, is no longer the hapless vic-
tim, and is now delighted to have his
chance in the powerful role of despot.
Or, parents might nurture their chil-

In keeping with the
ruling that a shaliach in
a sense embodies the
powers of his designator,
parents as true
emissaries of Hashem
become infused with
strength from the One
who has entrusted them
with His mission.

dren as insurance for caring for them
in their old age.
All these motives, says the Chovos
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Halevovos, and many, many more,
are all different facets of the same el-
ement: that of ego. A parent, in com-
municating honestly with a child,
need not fear “bad chemistry” be-
tween them if the parent’s rebukes to
the child are not laced with ego. In
expressing concern to the child about
negative behavior, the child will not
respond favorably if the parent is act-
ing in a self-serving manner, i.e., a
good part of what the parent is con-
cerned about is, “what shame this
child is causing for me!” Leaving the

me” out in raising children indicates
clearly that our children's negative
behavior upsets us only because it
will create obstacles in their ultimate
quest for Hashem.

if letting go of our ego is our pri-
mary concern in raising children in
general, how much moreso does this
apply in regard to instilling middos
tovos in our children. I we react to
children cut of self-gratification—the
child’s inappropriate behavior will
embarrass “me,” what’s it going to
fook like for "me,” what's in store for
“me,” how well will their accomplish-
ments reflect on “me,” how will people
look at “me,” what will my friends and
relatives think of “me"—then what is
the subtext of the message we are
transmitting to the child? One re-
sounding word: “ME."” The child has
to be concerned with “ME”!

Besides picking up messages of
ego through parent-child interaction,
children also sense ego involvement
when watching parents communicat-
ing with each other. Do they witness
their parents struggling with choices,
basing their decisions solely on sav-
ing face? Or are the parents negotiat-
ing with a sense of humility, bending
towards what is essentially right and
true? Ego, in this context as well, can
speak volumes to our children,

Either way, a child absorbing "me”
messages will grow up with an un-
healthy sense of ego—a sense of the
world at large being at his beck and
call. What will happen to this child if
later in life he is faced with inexpli-
cable circumstances? Circumstances
where, in order for his emuna to sur-
vive, he must yield and bow to
Hashem's will even though he may be
resisting it with every fiber of his be-
ing? Who can say whether he will
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overcome these enormous nisyonos
(tests) in emuna®? Middos tovos, or
lack of them, actually equip, or
handicap, the child in eventually
handling all the emotional highs and
lows intrinsic to a healthy relation-
ship with G-d.

¢

pearances can be very deceiving.
There are, for example, mothers who
seem selflessly dedicated to their
families. That devotion—as an exclu-
sive obsession—is simply not
enough. Since family members are, in
a sense, an extension of oneself, a

Over-indulgence is likely fo develop one overriding
frait: that of self-centeredness. A parent must be clever in
exercising discretion in setting boundaries in this areaq,
charting the middle course—a very fine line, indeed.

¥ Functioning through selfless-
ness or selfishness?

Another factor in inculcating good
middos in our children is a matter of
how we relate to ourselves. The re-
vered Mashgtach of pre-War Mir, Reb
Yerucham Levovitz, >"xr, would decry
selfishness as being the root of every
aveira. Inevitably, when parents con-
vey selfishness, they are creating an
almost insurmountable spirituai
handicap to the child.

In communicating selfishness, ap-

¢ child might interpret family dedica-

tion as anocther form of self-service.
Additionally, the child assumes that
“Mommy thinks I'm the center of the
universe, so it must be so!” People in-
volved in Klal work, selflessly and
purely giving to others, are commonly
confronted by the query: “Doesn’t
your family suffer from all your time
away from home?” The answer is
rather straightforward. Children who
see their parents selflessly devoted to
the benefit of others {devoid of ulterior

motives, such as honor, monetary
benefit, etc.}, are constantly learning
a crucial lesson in chinuch: that of
selflessness.

At a slightly different angle, the is-
sue of selfishness must aiso be con-
sidered when we pamper our chil-
dren. We often times do a great dis-
service to our children when we in-
dulge in them—be it in the form of
money always jingling in their pock-
ets, constant sugary snacks, or the
Lke. Over-indulgence is likely to de-
velop one overriding trait; that of self-
centeredness. A parent must be
clever in exercising discretion in set-
ting boundaries in this area, charting
the middie course—a very fine line,
indeed. Otherwise, an egotistical
child will harbor only one constant
thought: “What's in it for me?” Every-
one, at all times, will have to yield to
his wishes, his needs, his opinions.

On a deeper level, this “me” atti-
tude will spill over into how a child
will relate to Torah and mitzuos. An
egotistical child, for example, may
also perform mitzvos, but with a
marked difference. The root of his ac-
tions will not be to serve G-d first and
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foremost, thus forging a bond be-
tween him and his Creator, but
rather, unfortunately, to serve him-
self in the forms of monetary gain,
honor, esteem, approval, or some
other variety of self-service.

While two people may seem, su-
perficially, to be doing the same
mitzva, their motivating roots bear
drastically different results. To be
sure, both will gain a certain level of
reward for the performance of the
mitzva, but the person whose motives
are “Hashem-oriented” will grow im-
measurably in his spirituality, deep-
ening his understanding of Hashem
as his nurturer. By contrast, the per-
son performing the mitzva out of self-
service will undermine the very pur-
pose of a mitzoa. Instead of drawing
closer to Hashem, he will draw closer
to himself.

The Slonimer Rebbe portrays this
concept most vividly. He describes
middos tovos as kanfei ha'avoda—
the wings of serving Hashem. Every-
one performs mitzvos, everyone acts
in serving Hashern, but the determin-
ing question remains: how much will
the mitzva elevate the person? How
high will he soar? What permanent
change wilt the mitzva indelibly im-
print on the person? All these depend
upon the roots, the motivations that
lurk beneath the surface of the simple
performance of the mitzva.

+ The intellect directing the
emotions

We commonly perceive mankind
as consisting of two basic compo-
nents—intellectual and emotional.
We sum up the intellect as being our
potential for processing information
intelligently, while we see our emo-
tional aspect as a naturally flowing
function, beyond our control.

All our seforim, from Sefer
Bereishis through Sifrei Mussar and
Sifrei Chassidus, teach the co-exist-
ence between intellect and emotion.
Hashem created within the human
personality the potential to use his
seichel, his intellect, to influence and
cultivate wholesome, productive
emotions. We can appreciate this
concept through the following tale:

It was Simchas Torah, a time of
sheer joy in celebrating with our most
precious gift: the Torah. In the Rebbe’s
court, all eyes were riveted on two
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A child's mind isnota
void; its supply lines need
constant replenishment.
The more that parents
provide it with positive,
healthy hashkafos, the
hedlthier the child’s
middos will be.

Chassidim _fervently dancing, clutching
the Torah close to their hearts. Their
dancing increased in tempo, seemingly

ad infinitum. People began speculating
as to who would tire first. Curious, they

turmned to their Rebbe, wondering about
his thoughts as to the ullimate winner in
the dance-a-thon. The Rebbe indicated
his choire, offering no explanation as to
his decisior.. Eventually, one of the danc-
ing men began showing signs of fatigue
as his steps slackened, until he finclly
stopped... as the Rebbe had predicted.

Intrigued, the Chassidim sought an
explanation from their Rebbe for his in-
tuition. “When both of these people
were dancing, thoughts fueled their
emotions, their drive to dance, One per-
sorn was joyously celebrating the Torah
that he had already learmned while the
other was exhilarated for the Torah that
he would still absorb, After ¢l is said
and done, Torah that has already been
leamned is fintte. Torah yet to be mas-
tered ts unlimited. I therefore knew that
the person dancing with an unlimifed
vision in his mind would outlast the one
with limited motlvation.”

Another aspect of using the mind
to channel the emotions is taught by
the Alter of Novaradok, Rabbi Yosef
Yoizel Horowitz, 5«1, The Alter advises
that the only method by which a per-
son can permanently cultivate
healthy middos is by focusing one’s
mind on the unadulterated truth in
every instance. To seek not a personal
truth, but an objective truth as ex-
pressed in the Torah. Inevitably, good
middos will flow from such thought-
out Torah perspectives.

For the mind to steer the emotions,
however, calls for time. We live in a
fast-paced world where slow-moving
reactions are derided and delayed re-
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sponses are deemed inferior. But if a
persont's good middos are to take root
and develop, a person must be patient
with himself. A person needs to allow
himself the time to think before react-
ing to any situation. One needs time
to assess what has occurred, and
what the Torah response should be.

Consequently, crucial in implant-
ing middos tovos in our children is for
parents to exemplify this lesson:
Thirde with a Torah perspective before
reacting: Would Hashem be pleased
with my reaction? Does the Torah
sanction my response? Children, by
osmosis, absorb their parents’ atti-
tudes. Teaching them this basic con-
cept of “thought before action” can
determine the entire spectrum of
their middos tovos... or lack thereof.
+ Supply the mind with whole-
some nourishment

Another means of instilling good
middos in children is tofill their minds
with nourishing, wholesome ideas. A
child’s mind is not a void; its supply
lines need constant replenishment.
The more that parents provide it with
positive, healthy hashkafos, the
healthier the child’'s middos will be.

Each child should be addressed at
his or her own capacity and age level.
Sermonizing is usually counterpro-
ductive. Telling inspiring stories, and
sharing incidents and observations
are much more effective.

Character traits, Chazal teach us,
are directly related tothe level of one’s
thinking. A person aspiring to super-
ficial, petty things in life will lose his
temper over minor annoyances. The
higher one’s aspirations, the less
likely will his temper be triggered by
petty things. And yes, children too
can aspire to big things, to lofty ide-
als. One just has to tunethemintoa
higher frequency.

«¥ Tzeniusin the home: A blessing
for having children with inherently
good middos

In Shir HaShirim, Shlomo
Harnelech says, “As chaste as a gar-
den locked is my sister, my bride; a
spring locked up, a garden sealed”
{4.12}. This verse depicts the beauty
and sanctity of {zenius in the Jewish
home. Personal modesty reigns be-
tween parents; and in the home, in
general, modesty in behavior, in
thought, in speech and in dress ex-

press the quality of the persony's inner
being—in contrast to flashy exter-
nals. The element of tzenfus, reserv-
ing one’s beauty for the one that it
was intended, will resuit in fulfillment
of the promises of the verse that fol-
lows: “Your least gifted ones are a
pomegranate orchard with luscious
fruit” (ibid, 13}.

Inevitably, where tzenius is hon-
ored—where parents do not relate to
glitzy externals, but identify with the
purity of the neshama within—the
natural cutgrowth will he children
who reflect that very concept of the
privacy of inner beauty over empha-
sis on externals, children with
middos tovos... our ultimate wish. Il
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his year marks two significant.. - {chief policy making body), Rabbi Shapiro is

anniversaries: Seventy yegr&"ég_' ‘especially remembered for introducing

between 3 and 9 Elul, 5683,
gust 15-21, 1923) the First
Gedolah (International Co
the Agudath Israel World }
met in Vienna, turning th
an organized expr_;és's'zo

hn_e_ concept of the Daf Yomi (foliv-a-day

rogram of studying the Talmud} af
hie Knessz'a Gedolah in 1923, as isre-
nz‘ed in the following pages.
T?zis account is excerpted from
fography of Rabbi Meir Shapiro by
'h_'z"s'_most gifted talmidim, Rabbi
shua Baumol, 7", who was
Yy y the Nazis, W™. The book has
anslated into English by Rabbi
Wengrov and Martin H. Stern and

Sixty years age
5694, (October 23,1933

. '_:-'S"cizea’uled for publication in late

passed away. - November 1993, under the ten-

A dynamic communa tative title, A Blaze in the
leader and devoted member Darkening Room:
of Agudath Israel’s The Life and
Moetzes Gedolei Legacy of Rav
HaTorah Meir Shapiro.

How splendid this could be! Aman
goes sailing across the sea, and he
carries a volume of Meseches
(tractate) Berachos. He is traveling
from the Holy Land to America—and
every day, with the setting of the sun,
he opens the volume and studies the
daf. Arrived in New York, he enters a
beis midrash, and to his amazement,
ke finds a group at work on the very
page of Talmud that he has reached in
his own private learmning program. De-
lighted, he sits down and joins them.
He gets into Talmudic debate with
them, and is answered back. The net
resultis that the Glory of Heaven has
become greater, mightier, more holy.

nowned Torah scholars and the re-
vered masters of Chassidic learning
and piety—to thrash through the
various grave and weighty problems
which faced... Torah Jewry in the Eu-
ropean diaspora,

...Among them was the efferves-
cent Rav Meir Shapiro, still looking,
irrepressibly, for ways to promote and
launch his daf hayomi program.
Then the Knessia Gedolah... did it for
him: It put him on the program, to
present the idea at one of the formal,
plenary sessions. And he spoke:

If the entire observant community

n the third of Ehul, 5683 (Aug-
ust 15, 1923), while the normal
{night] life... went on in
Austria’s capital city of Vienna, the
first Knessia Gedolah ("Great Assem-
bly") of Agudas Yisroel opened at the
glittering, elegant Royal Theater
building, with some six hundred del-
egates in attendance. It was to last for
seven days, with such luminaries in
attendance as the venerable (octoge-
narian) Chofetz Chayim, the Rebbe of
Tchortkov, and the Rehbe of Ger.
Quite certainly, the greatest Torah
authorities were there—the most re-

Rabbi Charles Wengrov. who lives in Jerusalem:,
is responsible for rendering into English such
books as Sefer Hachinuch, The Chofetz Chaim on
the Siddur and A Tzaddik in Our Time. He has
heen called “the dean of the lranslators.” Mr.
Martin H. Stern lives in London. The original
Yiddish manuscripi on which this book is based
was never published,
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everywhere, in every single location
where our observant Jews exist on
this earth, will study the same daf of
Talmud on the same day, could we
have any better, more palpable ex-
pression of the sublime eternal unity
between the Holy One, His Torah, and
His people?

Suppose someone migrates from
North America to Brazil, or to far-off
Japan. Having arrived and settled, he
will head for the beis midrash and
find there, what? A group {occupied}
with the very part of the Talmud that
he has been studying. Could we have
a better way of bringing Jewish hearts
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Rabbi Menachem Mondel
Menelelson

Raldsi Moshe Sherer

Reishi Avrehom Yosef Le

Rt Avrahiom haim Levin Rabhi Simcha Bunim Ehrenfeld

Redobi Arveh Mathicl Kotler

Raahbi Yaahey Perlow

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, NOVEMBER 25, 2:00 P.M.

CONCURRENT SYMPOSIA

I. SHMITTAH FOR THE AMERICAN JEW:
THE IMPLICATIONS ARE MORE RELEVANT THAN YOU THINK
Rabbi Avrchom Chaim Feuer, Rav, Kekillas Bais Avrohom {(Monsey)
Rabbi Shmuel Fuerst, Dayan, Agudath isragl of lllinois
Rabbi Moshe Heinemann, Rav, Agudath [srasl of Battimore
Dr. Yitzehok Perle (Boston)

Chairman;

It. TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS IN THE SERVICE OF TORAK:
COMING ATTRACTIONS, HASHKAFA REACTIONS

Speaker  Rabbi Dovid Cohen, Rav, Congregation Gvul Yaabetz
Panelists:  Harold {Heshy) Gans, Senior Mathematician, U.S. Dept. of Defense

Rabbi David £.. Greenfiefd, Founder, Vaad Mishmeres Stam International

Dr. Avrom Pollak, President, Star—K Kosher Certification (Baftimore)

Dr. Chaim Ziegter, Professor, Cosnputer & Information Science, Brooklyn Coflege
Chairman.  Efiezer Bruckstein

Ili. ORTHODOXY'S PUBLIC IMAGE:

WHY ARF THEY SAYING THOSE THINGS ABCUT US?

QOverview  Rabbi Nosson Scherman, General Editor, Mesorah Publications

Speakers:  Rabbi Yitzchok Ishee, Rav, Agudath Isragl Bais Binyomin/Avenue L
Rabbi Yisrae} Reisman, Rav, Agudath Israel of Madison
Mordechai Mandelhaum (Toronto)

IV. “BAYIS NE'EMAN B’YISROEL™:
PREPARING OUR CHILDREN FOR MARRIAGE
Rabbi Paysach Krohn, Noted author and lecturer
Rabbi Pereiz Steinberg, Yoshev Rosh, Vaad Hatachah,
Councd of Young lsrael Rabhis
Rabbi Ezriel Tauber, Founder and Director, Shalheves
Yosef Davis (Chicago)

Chairman:

Chairman:

Opening Address:
Rahhi Shmuel Kamenetzky
Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva of Philadelphia

Symposium:
THE CLASH BETWEEN MODERNITY AND ETERNITY:
STANDING UP FOR TORAH PRINCIPLES

Speaker.  Rabhi Yaakov Periow
Novominsker Rebbe

Discussants: Rabhi Yissocher Frand

Rosh Yeshiva, Yeshiva Ner israel

Professor Aaron Twersk

Professor of Law, Brookiyn Law School
Chairman, Commissicn on Legisiation

and Civic Action: of Agudath lsrael of America

Rahbi Moshe A. Faskowitz
Rav, Young Israel of Redwood

Rivie Schwebet
Convention Chainnan

A Chairman:

Deied | Beven (Derver)
Conmvention Co- Chatmun

: THURSDAY EVENING, 7:30 P.M. ' SHABBOS ADDRESSES

AGUDA

Novembel

THE PARS
Farsippany - Ty

THE (LAY
MODERNITY |
Sanding Up fof

Listed in order of appearance:

Rabbi Avrohom Pam

Rosh HaYeshiva, Mesivta Torah Vodaath
Rabbi Elya Fisher

Rosh Kolle! Ger

Rahbi Yosef Harari- Rafut

Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva Ateret Torah
Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Levin

Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva Telshe-Chicago
Rahbi Arysh Malkiei Kotler

Rash HaYeshiva,

Beth Medrash Govoha {Lakewood)
Rahbi Esriei Erlanger

Mashgiach Ruchni, Mirrer Yeshiva

Rahhi Simcha Bunim Ehrenfeid
Mattesdorfer Rav

Rahhi Zelig Epstein

Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva Shaar HaTorah, Queens

Rubbi Yisroel Retsman

Rabin Zevie



Rubbi Rewven Fetnstein

Rabbi Yaahow Weinberg R Stonuel Keamenetzghy

MOTZOEI SHABBOS, NOVEMBER 27, 8:00 P.M.
KEYNOTE SESSION

Rahbi Elya Svei

Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva of Philadelphia

Rabibi Chaim Dov Keller

Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva Telshe- Chicago

Rahbi Moshe Sherer

President, Agudath israel of America

Special Guest from Azerbaijan
Audio- Visual Presentation:

“A LESSON OF FAITH AND COURAGE”

Greetings:  Rabhi Menachem Mendel Mendeison, Rav, Komemius, Chaimman, Keren HaShviis
Chaieman:  Rabhi Dovid Diewski, Rosh Yeshiva B'Gerer Mesivta Bais Yisroel

SUNDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 28

TORAH CHINUCH IN ERETZ YISROEL: A Report
Rabbi Avrohom Yosef Leizerson, Associate Director, Chinuch Az
Symposium:
VISIONS OF ZION REVISITED:
SECULAR ZIONISM/ RELIGIOUS ZIONISM/ LOVE OF Zi10N
Overview:
Rabbi Nachman Buiman, Mashgiach Ruchni, Yeshiva Ohr Semayach, Jerusalem
Panelists:
Rabhi Ben Tzion Kokis, Yeshiva Ohy Somayach of Monsey
Rabhi Yonason Rosenblum, Noted author and lecturer {Jerusalem)
Rabhi Zev Left, Rav, Moshav Mattityahu
Chairman: .
Rabbi Chaskei Besser, Presidium-member, Agudath isragl of America

| SHABBOS SYMPOSIA m

EMUNAH AND BITAGCHON IN THESE TURBULENT TIMES (IN YIDDISH)
Rabhi Reuven Feinstein, Rosh HaYeshiva, Mesivia of Staten island
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Mendelson, Rav, Komemius, Israel, Chairmar, Keren HaShviis
Rabhi Eliezer Ginsburg, Rav, Agudath Isragl Zichron ShmuelFiatbush South

REACHING ACROSS THE “FRUMKEIT” DIVIDE:
THE LAYMAN'S ROLE IN KIRUY RECHOKIM (iN ENGLISH)
Gverview:
Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg, Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva Ner Israel (Baltimore)
Speakers;
Rabbi Yaakov Salomon, CSW, Psyohotherapist/l_ecturer, Aish HaTorah-Discovery
Rabbi Yehudah Silver, Principal, Jewish Secondary Schoois Movemesnt
Educationat Director, Project SEED, United Kingdom

SHABBOS CHAIRMEN:
Rabbi Shaul Chill, Presicent, Councit of Young Israel Rabhis
Reb Yosef Friedenson, Editor, Dos Yiddishe Vort
Rébhi Moshe Mordechai Lowy, Rav, Agudath Israel of Toronto

28, 1993
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FRIDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 26: ROUNDTABLE FORUMS - OPEN DISCUSSIONS ON CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

TAKING SHTADLONUS TO THE NEXT LEVEL:
o CLETIVATING THE POLITICAL GRASS ROOTS
Chairman:  Jacob Z. Schuster (Monsey)

Panefists: Michael Landau
Dr. irving Lebovics {Los Angeles)
Simgha G. Lyons (St. Louis)
Coordinator; Ghaim Dovid Zwiebel, General Counsel, Agudath Israel of America
Rabbinic Advisor: Rabhi Shmuet Blech, Rav, Cong. Anshe Sfard (Lakewood)

HOLOCAUST MUSEUMS AND MEMORIALS:
» ARE THEY SENDING THE RIGHT MESSAGE?
Chairman: Aaron Bleeman (Toronto)

Panalists:  Dr. Joseph Geliebtér, Director, Rabbi Leib Geliebter Memorial Foundation
Mordechai Friedman
Yoset Rapagort
Coordinator. Reh Yasef Friedenson, Editor, Dos Yiddishe Vort
Rabbinic Rabbinic Advisor. Rabbi Shiomo Rotenbery, Rav, Agudath israel of Wilkamsbungh

A MATTER OF BREAD AND BUTTER:
¢ FULL EMPLOYMENT FOR ALL AS A COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITY

SURVIVAL STRATEGIES FOR SMALLER TORAH COMMUNITIES:
+ GROWTH FROM WITHIN? HELP FROM WITHOUT?

Chairman: Yussie Ostreicher

Chairman: Yosef Feldman, Chaimman, Agudth israel Prof. & Mgmt. Employment Services

Panelists: Rabhi Chaim Meyer Emman, PhD, Prof of Marketing, Loyola Unéversity {Chicago)
Rabbi Shmuet Lefkowitz, VP for Community Services, Agudath Israel of America

Panelists:  Shimon Naftel (San Jose)
Rabbi Yonason Resenberg, Rav, Congregation Ahavas Sholom (Columbus)

Rahibi Avraham Simon, M.A., N.C.C., Director of Career Development,
Agudath Israel Professional and Management Employment Sesvices
Gedaliah Weinherger, President, American Healttware Systems, inc.

Coordinator: Rabhi Zvi Beruch Hollander, Director, Agudath Israet of California
Rabbinic Advisor: Rabhi Feivet Cohien, Rav, Khal Tomchei Torah

BEYOND CROWN HEIGHTS:
¢ THE REALITY OF URBAN ANTI- SEMITISM

Chairman; Shiomo Werdiger

Panelists:  Chaim S. Kaminetzsky, National President, National Council of Young !srael

Menachem Lubinsky, President, Metropofitan Coordinating Council
on Jewish Poverty
Charles A, Posner, Deputy District Afforney, Kings County, NY

Coordinator. Mordechat Avigdor, Associate General Counsel, Agudath isrzel of America

Rabhinic Advisor: Rabhi Hitlel David, Rav, Congregation Yeshiva Shaarel Torah

AGUDAYH ISRAEL AS A NATIONAL MOVEMENT:
o LIVING UP TO THE CHALLENGE
Chaiman:  Henry Lowenthal, President, Agudath Israel of Cieveland

Panelists: Benish Kaplan, Presidium- member, Agudath Israel of Cafifornia
Shinuel Markovitz, President, Agudath |srael of Baltimors
Fred Pleiffer, Presidium- member, Agudath srael of Montreal

Dovid Sitverberg (Minneapolis)
Rahhi Yaakov Wasser, Rav, Young Israel of East Brunswick (NJ)

Coordinator. Rabihi Mendy Dombrof (Elizabeth}
Rabhinic Advisor: Rabbi Menachem Greenblatt, Rav, Agudath Israel of St. Lowis

8 “TALKERS ANONYMOUS™:
o RESTORING KEDUSHAS BAIS HAKNESSES
Chairman: Nochum Stein

Panefists:  Shia Bernath (Monsey)
Jacob 1. Friedman, Esg.
A._Joseph Stemn (Ediscn)
Coordinator: Rahbi Nisson Waolpin, Editor, The Jewish Observer
Rabbinic Advisor: Rabhi Aaron Zuckerman, Rav, Agudath Israel of Midwood

OUR GHILDREN:
o ARE THEY LISTENING TO US? ARE WE LISTENING TO THEM?

(FOR WOMEN ONLY)
Chairman:  Mrs. Befla Weinreh, Director, Camp Chayl Miriam

Panelists: Mrs. Suri Becher, Recording Secretary, Agudah Womes of America
Mrs. Mattt Berkowitz, Vice President, Agudah Women of America
WMrs. Slova Wolfi, President, Yeshiva Darchei Torah Women's League

Coordinator: Mrs. Rochel Miller

Goordinators: Rabbi Shmuel Bloom, Executive Vice President, Agudath Israe! of America
Rabbi Labish Becker, Director of Torah Projects, Agudath Israel of America

Rahbinic Advisor. Rabbi Awohom Chaim Levin, Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva Telshe- Chicago

Consultants: Mrs. Hannah Pames, MSW
Mrs. Esther Reisman, Member of Facifty, Bais Yaakov Academy

DAF YOMI AND BEYOND:
» FINDING NEW WAYS TO GROW IN TORAH

Chairman; Dowid £. Retter, Esq., Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, Cong. Heichet Moshe

Panelists: Nosson Matechin
Shmue! Rieder, Member, Boker V'Erev Koflgl
Or. Efiot Samet (Detroif)

Coordinator: Rabbi Nesson Gugenheim, Director, Agudath israel of Montreal
Rabbinic Advisor: Rabbi Meyer Scheinbrerg, Rav, Agudath israel of Flatbush

1 0- THE JOY ANO STRESS OF MAKING A SIMCHA
(FOR WOMEN ONLY)
Chairman:  Mrs. Ruchie Levitin, Monsey
Panefists: Mrs. Rochet Gutman
Mrs. Miriam Krohn
Coordinator: Mrs. Chanie Friedman
Consultants: Rebbetzin Yehudis Perow
Rebbetzin Shoshana Pery, CSW, BCD

DIRECTIONS TO THE P, ANY HIETON
FROM BRODKLYN: VARAZZAND NARROWS BRIDGE T0 278 WEST (STATEN 5t AND amacm GCETHALS BRIDGE T0 NJ TPK NORTy T0 EXIT 15W ONTC 280 WEST (CONTINUE FAST EXIT #1) T0 287 BOONTOWN/MORRISON.
AT EXIT 43 SOUTH (FIRST BXIT). AT THE DXIT
FHOM MANHATTAN & QUEENS: GEORGE WASHINGTON BRIDGE TO 95 TO 80WEST T0 EXIT 43 SOUTH. AT THE oL
FROM POINTS NORTH: NYS THROWAY SOLTH T0 GARDEN STATE PKWY SOUTH T0 RTE 50 WEST T0 EXIT 43 SOUTH AT BXIT
_ FOLLOW SIGNS TO RIE 267 SOUTH. CONTIUE T0 BXT 398 (RTE 10 WEST) CONTNUE PAST LIGHT 310.0F AMILE_ T TURK ON TO DRYDEN WY FOLLOW SIGNS TO FILTON COURT, PROGEED TO HOTEL ENTRANGE.

PLEASE CHECK ONE CHOICE PEF ATTENDEE:
_ 1. SHTADLONUS
2.BREAD & BUTTER

\VEL AND CHARTER BUS IMFORMATION, CALL
ROUNDTABLE PRE-REGISTRATION 7
twesh to paricinate: in the Roundiable Forums on
Fiiday rorming 2%, 2l the 71st Netiora ls'r NATIONAL CONVENTION
Convention, { 1Please reserve scrommodations® for__ persons to the
__ 1wl be attencing the etine comvention: 71st Malicnal Conventicn of Agudath Jsrael of America,
__ resenvation arsady made Thursday through Sunday, November 25-28, 1993 al the A%“ﬂ’
__ new Renation (see sghll Parsippany Hilton, Parsippany-Troy Hills, New Jersey. of Arnetica
vk ooy atend e Friday Foundabes Check type of accommudations requested. (Give first and
second choice.} [f accommodation requested is not availabie,
et the next category will be assigned
Adkress next category wi assigned.

RATES PER PERSON — PARSIPPANY HILTON
All rates are for deuble occupancy™™ and include full convention
meal seevice for 4 days and 3 nights.

|1 Standard $379 i IPreferred $419 [} Superior $459 |

i Deluxe $498

3 CROWNHEIGHTS (timited) i’ Single Occupancy §549

.4 AGUDATH 1SRAE|. * Reservations are subject to confirmation

— 3. DAF YOGS BEYOND ** 3ed or 4th in room, $339 per person

—g- &ammm;"‘wuﬁggs Children 0-2 [ceib only. no food), $70/2-12, $275

- Please note that 15% wiil be added 1o above rates to caver the registration fre.
=8 “TALKEFGW delrgate kil and all g:all:ni?w:u P he repsletion
Fosawgd%& $150 Per Person Deposit Required To Confiem Reservation

New York MY spoaa | 1.}

RESERVATION APPLICATION

Tam enclosing:
{1 Deposit $150 per persun
for Hilton reservation.., [P S

i Payment in [ull for room unlv
reservation al the Hanover Marriott.....§

#4 William Strer, e

5754 Memhersth Dues...
TOTAL ENCLOSED ..

Please make checks payahlP tex Agudat!l hrael ofﬁmencs
Name _ .
Address e et s
City State Zip _
Telephone: ey [ ___}.

5 36(}0
-3

e i Bveming ()

ROOM ACCOMMODATION ONLY* AT THE HANOVER MARRIOTT
{10 minte walk from the Parsippany Hikioni
Reservations accepted for 4 days, 3 nights only and are per room. not per prrean
i 15268 Per Room (plus mershership dues}
Rencrvations for the Hanaver Marrioit must be prepaid in full with this application
*Nate This s a oem-only peseevation wluch dises pot incade meaks tea fonm s e ot
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! TREAT YOURSELF TO A I :
l : g The Knessia Gedolah in Vienna, 1923
| [VARM SHIUR OF TORAH| |
j - i into one great, harmonious union? tember 11, 1923).
| CRDERATORANTAPS FTOMITHE |, Morfgheal taloow thankolo | AL thesame e, the conventon
MOSHE & ESTHER BRANDMAN i | called on Jewish commumnities every-
where every young learner is initiated _
1 TORAH TAPE LIBRARY i into the Talmud, only certain | “heretoadoptthe program and pro
I I mesechtos are studied, while others | ¢laim it throughout the world. “j-&nd
These tapes , produced by the Frumi Noble are left to a select few learners and | thus it was born into the world “ina
pes. p y ;
Night Kollel, Wiliwwam your *—houghf—s °ﬂl scholars to take pity on them and | fortunate hour,” to be welcomed and
lco d road trips. We recommend I open m_eiifpig:ﬁ-u'zhf dq;: gayomipro- absorbed as an unforgettable and
By Rabbi Yosef Gavriel Bechhofer gram will pu at ngat: unrepealable part of religious Jewry's
SERIES 1: ABORTION One further point: Our youth, the . .
NSRS i oaan $18) 1 future of the Jewish peopleitis they | VY i the world: a global daily study
I 'D::ﬁningh thg Prodr}:bmon 1 above all who must begin this great pomggﬁe Rosh H he recetved
*Tay Sachs Syndrome it f “wholesale study™! T KOS ashano recewed a
g?ﬂsc;gffbangcrdm Prﬂgg]Mob‘w;'gh Fet : miteba of whclesdle STy letter from his only sister, who lived in
* efects an ems of the Fetus ) . , .
I ...Amid thundering applause, the a far-off village in the region of
g app
Rabbi Yosef Gavriel Bechhofer I hol blv of 600 del Bukovina, in northern Rumania, and
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Yisrael Kashkin

{ ]

were all srmling to you, as they thanked
you and refoiced with you very, very
greatly.... Please, dearest brother: let
me know what the dream means...."

The reactions to the program, as
the Jewish people learned of it far and
wide, made the meaning of the dream
quite clear to him. Echoes and rever-
berations of response came, clearly
and unmistakably, from all over the
world. There was no doubt that the
idea took hold, and in scores of far-
flung locations... people were taking
to studying the Talmud almost in
unison—the same leaf, the same two
pages, in the same tractate.... And
quite certainly the numbers of partici-
pants kept growing as the new Jew-
ish year progressed....

hen he saw how well the
idea had been received,
how vigorously the novel

learning program was thriving, Rav
Meir once gave a most interesting
reason for it, in his own character-
istic way:

We read in the Talmud that when
man [(Adam)} was created, his body
came from Babylonia, his head from
the Land of Israel, and his limbs from
other lands (Sanhedrin 38a-b}). This
indicates that if there is a wish that an
important creation should exist as a
permanent, stable entity and be able to
spread through the world, every-
where—then the component parts that
comprise the material for it should be
varied, from a variety of places. Then it
will belong everywhere; it will find its
place everywhere.

Now let us have a look at a page in
the Talmud: the Mishna, the earlier
part, was given its redacted form by
Rabbi Yehuda haNasst in the Land of
Israel; so we have a paraliel to Adam,
the first, created man: the head de-
rived from the Land of Israck. Now, the
Gemora, the later, major part of the
Talmud, was put together by the
Babylonian Sage, Rav Ashi; again we
have a parallel: Adam’s body came
from Babylonia.

Now further: the commentaries of
Rashi and Tosefos, printed with the
text, derive from France. {In the back
ofl... a printed tractate in a volume of
Talrnud, we have more commentaries:
Rabbeinu Asher, from Germany;
Rambam on the Mishna, from Egypt;
and then the last ones: Maharshal,
Maharsha, Maharam, and so forth—
all produced in Poland. Thus the anal-
ogy continues: Adam's limbs came
from other lands.
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The man who yearned
and dreamed of
achieving major goals in
Torah education for his
people found himself the
founding father and the
inspiration for a sound
new system of confinual
daily study by old and
young, amid the Jewish
people worldwide.

Hence, {said Rav Meir,) when we
read in... Bereishis, “This is the book
of the developments of man...,” we
can apply the words to the Book of the
Talmud: it was composed and formed
in the same way as Adam. And thatis
the reason why the daf hayomi pro-
gram has found such a warm recep-
tion everywhere among our devout
people of the Torah: because there is
such a close parallel between a page
of Talmud and the human being that
the Almighty created,

e success of the idea brought

I a series of other learning pro-

grams in its wake, either for
people who would find two pages of
Talmud a day too taxing or too time-
consuming, or for those who wanted
supplementary programs for daily
learning. Soon enough, printed
schedules appeared for Mishna
yomis, ongoing sections or para-
graphs of the Mishna for study day by
day; Nach yomi, a daily study portion
in the Neviim (Prophets) and Kesuvim
(Writings); mussar yomi, a daily por-
tion for study in the sacred literature
of ethics and morality; and sc on.

So the man who yearned and
dreamed of achieving major goals in
Torah education for his people found
himself the founding father and the
inspiration for a sound new system of
continual daily study by cold and
young, amid the Jewish people world-
wide. ]

The Mirror

The sefer leans

heavily against the shiender
serious, thirsty

beckoning me to commence.

And i

drift through the dusty window;

ifly

out and high

across tree-spotted valleys and silver-
windowed cityscapes.

I contemplate;

such a gift is this world

one could

lose himself in its roaring possibilities.

Or consider rather

the Giving

And the Giver

reading His card before tearing the box.

And looking straight ahead
| find myself,

in the middle posuk

of the middle perek

and breathing

deeply.

Mr. Kashkin, of Monsey, N.Y., was represented by
his poem, “For Rabhbi Kirzner,” in JO, Nov. '92.

or the interest of our readers
who are able to read Yiddish, a
120-page special commemorative
issue of Dos Yiddishe Vort, includ-
ing ten articles relating to the life
of Rabbi Meir Shapiro, The
Lubliner Rav, was published in
honor of the Ninth Siyum HaShas
of the Daf Yomi. This photo-filled
edition, an historical collector’s
item, is available through Dos
Yiddishe Vort, 84 William Street,
NYC 10038, for $6 postage-paid.
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he passing of
Rav Dovid Lif-
shitz, 531, a be-
loved and re-markably
unique figure in the To-
rah community, onn 9 Tamuz (June
30) this past summer, left us be-
reaved and poorer for his absence.
Rabbi Dovid Lifshitz was born in
the year 5666/1906, in Minsk. His
father, Rabbi Yaakov Aryeh Lifshitz,
was the son of the Gaon Rabbi
Shlomo Zalman, author of the well-
known sefer, Olas Shelomo, on
Kadoshim. As a result of the turmoil
of World War I, the young Dovid was
forced to flee Minsk with his parents,
to join his grandfather in the city of
Grodna. It was there that Reb Dovid
met the towering figure of the yeshiva
world, Rabbi Shimon Shkop, >3, un-
der whom he had the privilege to
learn for a period of time. Reb Shimon
encouraged him to continue his stud-
ies in the Yeshiva of Mir, where Reb
Dovid became the close talmid of the
Gaonim, Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda Finkel,
51, and the Mashgiach, Rabbi
Yerucham Levovitz, "1, His seven
years in Mir were distinguished by his

28

great hasmada (diligence} and his
keen lomdus (analytic mind).

Reb Dovid inarried the daughter of
Rabbi Yosef Yoselovitch, Suvalker
Rav. His father-in-law passed away
shortly after their wedding, and Reb
Dovid was invited to succeed him.
Reb Dovid was not yet thirty years old
at this time, and many viewed his as-
cension to the position of Rav of
Suvalk—a community with some 27
batet midrashim—with more than a
little skepticism. Before long, how-
ever, the leaders of the Kehillabecame
aware that Reb Dovid was a man of
exemplary Torah knowledge and ex-
ceptional middos (character), and
most worthy of his position. Word of
his stature spread. and Reb Dovid
was soon a familiar figure at rabbini-
cal conferences.

Typical of Reb Dovid’s leadership
in Suvalk was an incident regarding
the local Milva, which was in need of
repair. Reb Dovid called a meeting of

the comimunity leaders
and they assured him
that the matter would
be handled. They were,
however, less than ex-
peditious in taking action. The Rav
purchased bags of cement, filled
buckets with water, and was about to
take the matter into his own hands,
when the community leaders, much
embarrassed by their footdragging,
repaired it on their own,

en the Second World War
broke out, Suvalk was
turned over o the Compmi-
nists, who did not lock too kindly
upoen an activist Rav. That left Rabbi
Lifshitz no cheice but to flee to
Lithuania with his family. A year
later, in 1941, Reb Dovid joined a
group that fled Lithuania to Japan,
from where they embarked to
America, He arrived in San Francisco
on Erev Shavuos of that year, on the
same ship as the Lomzer Rav, Rabbi
Moshe Shatzkes, the Novaradoker
Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Avrohom Yafen,
nomat oo, and oem® Y12, Rabbi
Michel Feinstein, R,
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Upon his arrival in America, Reb
Dovid assumed arabbinical position
in Chicago, where he also served as
Rosh Hayeshiva in Beis Medrash
LTorah. He was extremely active in
strengthening Jewish observance in
the community at large, and is cred-
ited with having influenced more
than a hundred merchants to close
their businesses on Shabbos. Shortly
afterwards, he came to New York
where he was invited to join the Ye-
shivas Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan as a
Rosh Hayeshiva. In the years since
then—close to half a century—thou-
sands of talmidim studied under Reb
Dovid, including a number who have
emerged as outstanding talmidei
chachamim and disseminators of To-
rah. Indeed, amongst the thousands
of mourners who attended the fu-
neral in Manhattan and Jerusalem
were a number of prominent rabbini-
cal figures who took pride in having
been his talrridim.

HaTorah, Rabbi Dovid Lifshitz,
from the moment of his arrival in
New York City, was deeply involved in
many aspects of community activity.
He was drafted immediately to the
front line of the rescue efforts of the
Vaad Hatzolah, along with other
Roshet Hayeshiva, including Rabbi
Aaron Kotler, Rabbi Avrohom
Kalmanowitz, and Rabbi Reuvain
Grozovsky, b oo, He was also an
active member of the Agudas
Horabbonim, along with Rabbi Eliezer
Silver, and Rabbi Yisroel Rosenberg,
oo, After the passing of Rabbi
Maoshe Feinstein, "1, he assumed a
leading role in that organization.
Rabbi Lifshitz was always con-
cerned over Eretz Yisroel and the wel-
fare of the Jews there. Along with
leading Roshei Yeshiva, such as
Rabbi Aaron Kotler and Rabbi
Reuvain Grozovksy, he was a promi-
nent presence at gatherings that pro-
tested the spiritual deprivation of olim
from Yemen and varicus Sephardic
iands. He was amongst the founders
of Chinuch Atzmai/Torah Schools for
Israel, and regularly graced the dais
at their annual dinners. In addition,
Rabbi Lifshitz was one of the eleven

In addition to his Harboizas

i
i

For close to half a
century, thousands of
talmidim studied under
Reb Dovid, including a
number who have
emerged as outstanding
talmidei chachamim and
disseminators of Torah.

prohibiting participation in religious
association with Conservative and
Reform congregational and rabbini-
cal groups.

Rabbi Lifshitz was admired for his
warm Ahavas Yisroel and his open
friendship with every Jew, which were
expressed in an active pursuit of
chessed. It is therefore not surprising

that he was associated with Ezras To-
rah, the fund well-known for support
of talmidei chachamim and bnei Torah
the world over, especially in Eretz Yis-
roel, Thus, with the passing of Rabbi
Naftoli Riff, 5"¥t {who led Ezras Torah
after the petira of the Gaon, Rabbi
Eliyahu Henkin, Y"¥1}, Rabbi Dovid
Lifshitz became president of the orga-
nization. In addition to his own fruit-
ful efforts on behalf of Ezras Torah,
Rabbi Lifshitz succeeded in attracting
anumber of young, energeticfarcesto
the organization.

abbi Dovid Lifshitz was always
known by the title “Suvalker

av,” even though he spent

most of his years on these shores as a
Rosh Yeshiva, who had a profound
impact on his talmidim. Perhaps, in
his way. he epitomized the classic Eu-
ropean Rav—talmid chacham, poseik,
teacher to the young men of his com-
munity, guide to his people, doing his
utmost to meet their myriad needs—
both spiritual and material. |
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Roshei Hayeshiva and Rabbonim that
issued a psalk thirty-five years ago, |

A
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Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller

THE VAST GULF OF SEPARATION

feel totally inadequate to define or

adequately describe the greatness

of Mori VeRabbi Hagaon Reb
Dovid Lifshitz, 5"¥r. 1 can only give
sormne impressions of a talmid and re-
late some personal experiences,

I learned in his shiur for one year,
yet I gained from him a derech (ap-
proach} in learning for my whole life,
and | remained, as did many, a talmid
my entire life.

One very strong feeling { have with
the Rebbe's passing is the quite pal-
pable manifestation of mm nrr—
“the descent of the generations™—as
each successive generation falls short
of the Torah greatness of the previous
generation.

The Chachamim tell us: “If the pre-
vious generations were angels, then
we are men. If the previous genera-
tions were men, then we are like don-
keys, and not like the donkey of Reb
Chanina ben Dosa or Reb Pinchos
ben Yair. but like ordinary donkeys”
(Shabbos 112b).

The Chachamim were referring to
the generations immediately preced-
ingthem. They felt that the gulf in the
breadth and depth of the grasp of To-

Rabbi Keller. Rosh Hayeshiva of Telshe-Chicago.
is & frequent contributor to The Jewish Observer.
most recently with “Family Values: A Torah Per-
spective.” May '93. The hesped [eulagy) on which
this tribute is based was delivered at Rabbi
Lifshitz’s funeral at Yeshivas Rabbi Yitzchak
Elchanan, where Rabbi Keller was his talmid.
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rah between the generations was like
the one that separates angels and
men, or men and donkeys. This is not
just a quantum leap. but the differ-
ence between two worlds, inhabitants
of one unable to understand the
other. A man cannot understand a
malach; a donkey cannot understand
a man. They are in different worlds.
It is as if a tiny ant comes into con-
tact with a man. He thinks to himself
in his ant mind, "What a great crea-
ture is this [ have come upon!” He's
locking at what to him seems tobe a
huge black object—the man's shoe.
He knows nothing of the foot, which
fits into the shoe, nothing of the
man's knee, and surely nothing of
what goes on within his heart or his
brain. For the ant, the shoe is the
mar.

This is as much as we comprehend
of the Torah greatness of the previous
generations. They lived in different
worlds, event though we may have co-
existed with them in this world.

The Rebbe's command of Torah
was really beyond the comprehension
of his talmidim. No matter where in
Shas one spoke to him. he could dis-
cuss the sugya in depth, directly
quoting the language of the Gemora,
and with full command of the shitos
of the Rishonim and Gedolei Acharo-
nim {views of the earlier and later
commentaries). And he himself was
aware of the gulf between himself and
his Rabbel’im, and spoke of it to his
talmidirm.

The Chachamim felt that
the gulf in the breadth
and depth of the grasp
of Torah between the
generations was like the
one that separates
angels and men, or men
and donkeys. This is not
just a quantum leap, but
the difference between
two worlds

As long as he lived, his Rebbe, Reb
Shimon Shkop, lived. He always re-
ferred to him as “Mori VeRabbi. Reb
Shimen.” I remember once asking
him to explain a s’vora {reasoning} of
Reb Shimon in a difficult sugya in
Nedorim. (He was not learning
Nedorim at the time,) He said, “This
is what Mori VeRabbi Reb Shimon
said.” and then proceeded to repeat in
Yiddish the words he had heard from
Reb Shimon several decades before.
When I continued to probe, he re-
peated the exact same words.
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HIS APPROACH TO THE TALMUD that a person acquires as his posses-
sion that which is within his four 703
is derech in learning was to | amos. He told his talmidim, “A ben CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Hinfer the precise meaning of | Torah never leaves the yeshiva. If he DR. BENZION
the Rishonim's intent from | does, it is a sign that he never was in SOROTZKIN
their words, specifically pointing out | the yeshiva For wherever he goes, his
differences in halacha between vari- | four amos should take possession— NY STATE LICENSED
ous Rishonimwhich could be under- | should be medakesh (sanctify)—that ADULTS
stood from seemingly slight differ- | which surrounds him, and transform AND
ences in nuance in their words. it into a yeshiva.” CHILDREN
At times he would build an entire (718) 633-3248
shiuron a diyuk (inference) in the lan- HIS GREAT LOVE FOR (718) 219-3867
guage of a Rashba or a Ritva. It was HIS TALMIDIM

not his way to approach a sugya with
a s'vora that pleased him and then try
to demonstrate how this or that
Rishonheld the s'vora. He began with
the goal of understanding what the
Rishonim said.

His hasmoda{diligence) and “ligen
in lernen” {total immersion in his
studies) as a bachurin Grodna and in
Mir were legendary. Even in his later
years, he would never lie down dur-
ing the day. Once when he was sick
and was forced to rest, he told the
Rebbetzin not to say that he was in
bed... “Es iz a bizayon. It's something
to be ashamed of.”

He would tell us of winter Friday
nights in Mir, when it would get dark
very early. After davening, the
bachurim would eat a quick seuda and
then return to the beis midrash to re-
main studying until the early hours of
the morning. In the middie of the night,
they would take a break to eat kugel
His purpose in telling us this was to give
us the flavor of the European yeshivos
and an ideca of how bachurim developed
into the Gedolei Torah that those
yeshivos produced.

His world was the world of rmma 7
mPn%w—"the four cubits of halacha.”
His mind was always engrossed in
Torah. Yet that did not isolate him
from the world. His love for Torah did
not conflict with his love and concern
for Klal Yisroel, and for each indi-
vidual Jew. His manifold chessed and
Kilal activities never took him out of
the daled amos of halacha. He took
the daled amos of halacha with him
wherever he went, And he tried to in-
fluence his talmidin to do the same.

In a shmuess he said once at the
end of a year, he spoke of those four
armps and in a characteristic insight,
bridging the worlds of halacha and
aggada, applied to them the halacha:
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e had a great love and affec-
Htion for his talmidim. Tll never

forget the day I went to take
leave of the Rebbe, before | left New
York to go to Telshe Yeshiva in Cleve-
land. We were standing in the beis
midrash. He took me by the arm and
drew me out into the hall. I didn't un-
derstand at the moment why he was
taking me out of the beis midrash.
But then he gave me a kiss on the
cheek (one is not permitted to kiss
one's child in the beis midrash® and

*See R'MA, Oracl CHam 98:1

woman...
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told me to make sure that I write
down any chiddushimin Torah that I
might come up with in the course of
my learning. Unfortunately, I cannot
say that I followed the Rebbe’s admo-
nition, but I can still feel that kiss on
my cheek.

Once, when he was in Chicagoe on a
mission, he came to my home for a visit,
unannounced. We were in the midst of
preparations_for a daughier’s wedding,
and invitations were all over the dining
room table, He went to the table and took
one, saying, I now have my invitation.
You don't have to send me one.” Then he
really caught me oﬂguard “I'm on my

way to New York. Maybe I can take a
package for you?”

Iwas taken aback arud protested that
I would never think of bothering the
Rebbe. But he insisted, and if I rememn-
ber correctly, ended up taking a package
to New York!

Just as he would share in his
talmidim's simchas as if they were his
own, he would share in their griefand
misfortune. He would shed tears. And
he would shed real tears, if he heard
that a talmid had not acted as he
should have. He would try to be
melamed zechus (find some justifica-
tion) for the person.
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Yet he was far from naive. His great
love for Torah and his love for his
talmidim did not blind him to the dan-
gers and temnpiations of the society in
which he and they lived. He spoke out
continuously against those dangers
and temptations, and against the falsi-
fication of Torah by movements far re-
moved from the daled amos of halacha,
and philosophies purporting to be part
of the daled arnos of halacha

HIS PASSING

e passed away the week of
H Parshas Chukas. That
Parsha (Bamidbar 21:17,18)
tells us of the "sanmw—the song that
the people of Israel sang over the mi-
raculous source of water, which had
originally come {o them in the zechus
of Miriam. The Ohr HaChayim ex-
plains that this song was actually the
song of Torah, which is also referred
to as “a well of water.”

PIPTI TV A2 YD O TN NG
mrywna — “This is the well that was
dug by the princes, The nobles of our
people hollowed it out, Carved out
with their staffs.”

“This is the well that was dug by the
princes”—these were the Avos,
Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, who
prepared this heavenly source of wa-
ter, the Torah, to be given to Yisroel,
However, the well was not yet ready 1o
be drunk from until convarnin, “The
nobles of our people hollowed it out.”
This refers to Moshe, who brought the
Torah down into this world, those who
received it from him, the Zekeinimand
Neviim (elders and prophets), and the
Anshei Knesses Hagedola who ex-
plained it and revealed its hidden
parts, for Torah Sheb Ksauv—the Writ-
ten Torah--cannot be imbibed with-
out Torah Sheb’al Peh.

omywna Finmma Says the Ohr
Hachayim, this refers to that which
the sages of later generations would
be mechadeish {reveal new meanings
in Torah).
7R3 TR TP 03 Pm2 KON T PR
NON WK AT OB TN vanY tmwRn
PYIPTI P17 20w R Sw omapwna
T a"Y e PR amna pIETY
TUMRTPT N2 ANy T MR kY 2T b

Pop DD PR

But even the new insights, which

are only like carvings on the walls of
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HMis love for Torah did not conflict with his love and
concern for Klal Yisroel as a whole, and for each
individual Jew. His manifold chessed and Klal
activities never took him out of the daled amos of
halacha. He took the daled amos of halacha with

him wherever he went. And he tried to influence his

talmidim to do the same.

this well of Torah, can only be under-
taken with the staffs of the
Rishorim—the earlier sages.

“For each inference exacted from
Torah must be explained according to
their (the earlier sages’} words, and
anything not founded on the words of
the Kadmonim (earlier authorities)
cannot be relied upon.”

I believe that the words of the Chr
HaChayim perfectly characterize the
Rebbe's approach to Torah. He did
not seek to create a new mesora—a
new “Tradition.” All of his learning
and his shiurim reflected an awe-
some respect for the words of the
Rishonim, and this is what he tried to
imbue in his talmidirn.

This is what he taught us. He
did not approach the Rashba with
a chiddush of his own—a precon-
ceived notion of what he wanted
the Rashba to say. He wanted to

enjoy keeping.

know: What does the Rashba say?

HIS FLIGHT TO FREEDOM

Ithough this is not a biogra-

Aphy, I feel that I must include

a story that he personally re-

Iated to me in great detail—the story
of his flight from Suvalk.

After the German occupation forces
entered Suvalk, he remained behind be-
cause he felt that as Rav he should stay
unitil the very end to guide his Kehilla. Buf
word reached him that the Germans
were about to arrest him, and he should
leave immediately. He, the Rebbetzin
and other family members took a wagor:
at night to flee for the border. In the
riddle of the night, they reached a cross-
road, not knowing which way to turm. A
Polish peasant came by and called out,
“Supaltker Rav! Don't go that way! Go the

| other way!” They followed these direc-

e = = . -« 1
Not just a cheese,

a tradition...

Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. A
reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quatlity
and kashruth. With 12 delicious varieties. Haotam. a tradition you'li

All Haclam Cheese products are made in the U.S.A.
undes the strict rabbinical supervision of:
The Rabbinate of K'hal Adath Jeshurun
Washington Heighis, Wy

Cholov Yisroel

THURM BROS,
WORLD CHEESE CO. INC,
BROOKLYN, NY 11232

[aolam.

tions and escaped to safety. They later
Sfound out that had they gone the other
way, they would have fallen right into the
hands of the waiting Gerrnans.,

In relating this incident, he
stressed the total improbability of a
Polish peasant riding down a country
road in the middle of the night dur-
ing wartime. Then, lowering his eyes,
he said, “Ich shemn zich tzu zogen, az
dos iz geven Eliyahu HaNavi—I'm
ashamed to say that I believe that it
was Eliyahu HaNavi.”

TAKING LEAVE, FROM WITHIN
THE DALED AMOS.

enever one visited him, the

talk was always in Torah—

not in a superficial manner,

but in depth. Even in his last months,

when his sickness precluded his

“talking in learning,” he would speak

words of beracha and chizuk in learn-
ing.

Thelast time I visited him, he was
very weak, He spoke to me as if | were
still one of the young talmidim learn-
ing In his shiur. “Ir zolt zehn tzu ligen
in lernen un shteigen in lernen un
veren a gadol baTorah.”

This was his life and this was his
legacy: Beimmersed in learning, grow
in learning, become Gedolei Torah.

When all else of the world was cut
of his sight, even when his prodigious
memory had failed him, he never left
the daled amos shel halacha.

H D meamimi e N R ror sy
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Wall Chips

tis Succosin Jerusalem and it is almost

Hime for the Sirnchas Bels HaSho'eiva. |

check my watch and find that | have
litfle fime leff. 50 | bound down the 142
steps that separate me from the Wail
Plaza, and with ajoy ke no otherjoy thad
ever known, | daven Maariv.

A thythm $hrobs In my head, and finds
expression in my swaying as | daven. |
cannot frace its source untit | reach the
words in the Shmoneh Esrei. " U'vnei
Osah—and rebuild that city, restore the
throne of David,” guickly, swiftly, scan, in
our days.. now! instead of sobs of yeam-
ing, 1feelsobs ofjoy: Now!

1 leave the Wdll after Maariv, and dig
my hands into my jacket pockets, finger-
ing lint, searching for chips. And now, in
gola, | want those chips of that joyful,
hopeful, redeeming Wail. Nowt

aturday Night, the tourists find other

haunts, and leave the Wall bathed

in the memaories of the departed
Sabbath. There, ihe timesless, otherworldly
kedusha of Shabboskngers on.

The davan of Geutah, Reb Noach
comes, waiting for his faithful ten to
gather two hours affer sundown. Thistime
I'm one of them. | plant myself a meter
distant from the Walk. But | feel as though
I'm gripping it. *V'hu rachum—and He is
mercifud,...” | need His mercy to cany me
on through the rest of the week, so | “grab
onto His Wall,* and—through the Shema
and Amida, it doesn’t let me go.... Sec-
ond "Boruchu,” " Aleinu,” and the dayan
summons his cohorts 1o join him in @
“Kappitel Tilim,” and then intonas a Mi
Shebeirach for astartingly long fist of sick
people. Each of the parficipants seems to
know another dgiling person inneed of o
refu’ah, and whispers the nome o Reb
Noach. And, eyesclenched, Reb Noach
responds; “Sarah bas Leah.” “Sarah bas
Legh...” ™Yisroet ben Tzpporah.” ™ Yisroe!
ben Tzipporah...” *Nissan ben Chaya
Dina.” “Nissan ben Chaya Dina...” The
chassid in Shireimel... the brick-red
bearded Amerikaner and his little boy
with brick-red payos curling down his
cheeks.., the clive-skinned Sephardi in
colorfully crocheted kippa... the deep-

Walt Chips by Shepsi Sabadena (Reprinted in
abridged form from The Jewish Observer, Nov., B4}

voiced yeshiva fel-
low ..and Reb
Noach, booming
Yehel Sh'mei
Rabba. Each
one was there,
and will be
there again
next week.
And | am
here,
oceans
and continents
away.

Give me chips of Molzoei Shab-
bosat the Wall. Without it, how canliface
weekday?

A foothold in Israel is now a reality!
Now is the time to buy an apartment

JSRAEL

MISHAB, one of Israel's leading
contractors is building throughout
Israel luxurious apartments and
garden apartments, ranging in
size from 2-5 bedrooms, most
with open terraces.

MISHAB homes contain special
features such as Succah porches,
two sinks, Shabat elevators, etc.

Choice sites include:
W BAYIT VEGAN, JERUSALEM

=M NETANYA B KFAR-SABA

W REHOVOT W HAIFA

B KIRYAT SHMUEL M SHOAM

WADIINVE gIDNIUE

THE ONLY COMPANY IN ISRAEL BUILDING
COMMUNITIES FOR THE RELIGIOUS PUBLIC

& NewYork: Rabbi Wintey, Tel/Fax. (718)692-2285

Eve. (718)380-5150 Qut of N, Y.5. Toll Frae {1-800)848-6485
& Tel-Aviy: 27 Lilianbiurn St, Tol 972-3-664631 Fax. §72-3-5175074
o Jerusaiem: 1 Hagidar St, Tol. 972-2-254181 Fax. 972-2-254188

dh mISHAB
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OUR
AMBASSADORS
START YOUNG.
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Maybe the nicest part about visiting Israel is the warm, affectionate
welcome you get. From Israelis of all ages. Like good
diplomats, we'll make you feel at home. You'll be treated like a long-lost
cousin (which you may very well bel),

Come visit us soon.The kids can't wait to see you.

ISRALL GOVERNMENT TOLIRIST OFFICE
New York: 212-560-0600 x 249 - Atlanta; 404-875-9924 - Chicago: 31 2-782-4306 - Dallas: 214-991-0097

Los Angeles: 213-658-7462 + Mian: 305-539-1919 - Canada: 416-964-3784
Hope to see you soon. We, /3 ! Mé
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T ! ' '- nMonday, CholHamoed isthe
PERFECT TRAVEL v A special Birkas Kohanim. The
; \% h ‘ arec before the Wall overflows
: i - ; h"' i i with the festive crowd—up the steps be-
T H E 2 yond the plaza, The Chazan intones the

2 Chazoras Hashatz, and a rustle of tallis
E 1 announces ' bedecked men dominate the space

E i TS : immediately by the Wall.
EXPER that . “Kohanim!” You can hear the shush
becoming a hush. A stray voice, an em-

barrassed giggle, and then siience. The
NEVER HAVE WINTER FARES ON Source of all blessings chants through the

EL:ZVA |7N *n :»vhi’re breakers o”f bobbing falleisim:
o) L a— Yevorechecha.” And the hearts re-
spond: Bless me! Bless me Fatheri...

) BEEN SO LOW, o ) *Veyishmerecha—and watch over me.”
S~ I ' . | Protect my biessings, and protect me from

STARTING FROM ONLY: my blessings, whichcome from Yout *Sha-

For experience and lom—establish peace for you”: Grant me
and my fellows that inner peace that per-

value, call:

Y mits us fo live In peace with one another,
P el' f eC J— 21 2-682-6600 Could [ please have that chip of time,
- a l 800-222-1676 of blessed tfime, with me to help me re-
rave, FAX 212-986-5262 ceive the Kohein's biessings whenever,
> 1 206 EAST 38th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 wherever they ascend the bima?

J l L L n Hoshana Rapba, we drive

through the dark streets of
. Me’ah She’arim, through the
_ - e—— : Jaffa Gate and info a massive fraffic jam.
Av l S l SRAE We leave the car in the Rova Yehudim
e . parking areq, race down the steep
Rechov Batei Machse and find a number
of minyanim taking shape in the amor-
phous darkness of the Kosel Plaza. For
some reason the floodlights are not on,
| wrap myself in my fallis, and begin
Shacharis in the waning darkness of pre-
dawn Jerusalern. *Is the Eastern sky fit up
yet?” Yes. With an unexpected bolt of
lightning. Barkail Thunder roils inthe heav-
ens, and appropriate blessings for natural
phencmena rumble onthat spot of earth

B * Rates in U.S. dollars. ® Prepayment Dy credit card. 50 close to the heavens.
) & Rates include unlimited mileage. w Cancefiation or modification fees Berachos... the Akeida Abraham’s
§ = Rates do not include insurance. may apply. willingness fo offer his son, his only son.,
W TL.DW - $6 per day - is mandatory W High season supplement: Isaac, as a sacrifice on an oltar just a few
if C.D.W. is not purchased. 20 Dec. 93 - 5 Jan. 94. meters beyond that Wall, and here we
* Basec on 7 days Rental 23 Mar. 94 - 31 Mar. 94. are, feeling q spkatter of rain on my fore-

- NO CHARGE FOR CAR PHONE IN GROUP "F" AND ABOVE. head. The minyan | chose progresses,
N E W WE CHARGE ONLY FOR AIR TIME. and so do | through the Verses of Song—

' and a few more drops—large, Jerusalem
U.S.A H.R.C: 1-201-8168157 OR 1 800 6384016 alindrops invade My Space... One min-
CANADA H.R.C: 1-800-526-5343

yanaffer another edges, Jurches, toward
the sheitered “cave,” further north along
the Wall, but they have been preceded
by others. There s no room.

Wta e:g Karasso Shamir
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£ Earn The Zchus of
Supporting the Largest
! Torah Institute in America

Please mail,
wll or fax your eniries

908-367-1060
Fax 908-367-7487

‘-n:.> WITHD M°a )
BETH MEDRASH GOVOHA ;

B 17 60 Soreer, Laken wed, NJ 08701 » (908) 367-1060 = Fax (508} 367- 7487 4
YES I want to win 6 tickets to Israel. f
0318 Rafﬂc [1$36-3 Raffles [0 830-5Raffles 13 $100-11 Raffles

Name Phone ()

g uﬁ“ 0 Cash Enclosed O Check Enclosed Ovise D Mastercard

b Checks Payablera Card#
iBrfjld ash Govolue ;

1
i
i
E
CqSt e, Zip ;
i
I3

Exp. Date /
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o] YOUR — 3 oo
L DA N CAR ’N T’ “Borchu...” | bow toward the Wallinre-
’SR AEL sponse to the Chazan’'s call, and the
drops increase in their termpo. | eye my
TYPE OF CAR zsnléfgs. zsf:‘;sa. companion, and raise an eyebrow; Nu?
241121931 511igd . S i
MR = P
A | FIAT UNO STING 126§ 231 “ UNLIMITED ?
8 |PEUGECT 205AC 147 ] 262 A -~ MILEAGE The drops become a sheet, and the
C_|PEUGEDT 30814 169 ; 2713 sheet becomes buckets, Flashes of light-
C | APPLAUSE 15 21 1. 338 | ning help me approach the words of the
C* | PEUGEOT 405 1.6 252 | 257 ;
w Tanesvs Fors 455 560 Shema. T tug on my fallis 1o protect my
AUTOMA RS + A head and my hand becomes soaked on
P |CHARADE 13 182 | 287 contact,
E [APPLAUSE 16 238 § 343 | What fo do? Daven on. You coutdn'‘t
2 ::E:L:Auf: 1883 22: ﬁf - R possibly become wether, an inner voice
L Tsusarusw w2 | aa7 | RESERVATION & PREPAYMENT says, SO you may as well pretend you're
K | GMC SAFARIPS 504 | 609 USA & CANADA in the sunshine. A glance ot my watch
X |PEUGEOT40519/PONTIAC | 392 | 487 800-938-5000 tells me that we're a minute away from
XL | YOLVO 740/ 980 468 | 74 IN NY: 212-629-6090 sunrise. and the drenched (| assume)

THERE ARE NO SUBSTITUTES FOR YOUR CHILD'S HUG.

$O WHY SETTLE FOR LESS? THERE'S NO BETTER TIME TO VISIT
YOUR CHILD IN ISRAEL THAN RIGHT NOW.

SOME OF OUR MANY PACKAGE DEALS:

5 NIGHTS AT THE SHERATON PLAZA § & 7-NIGHT PACKAGES
INCL. BREAKFAST AND SERVICE CHARGE, ROUND TRIPON 1 AT THE JERUSALEM RENAISSANCE
ELAL, STUDENT SHARES ROOM FREE OF CHARGE (Ramada)
(INCL. BREAKFAST)  $893 pus ceperttox, doun. oz o, ¥ INCL. STUDENT CLUB
Additiondl Nights Avaliable

STAY 7 NIGHTS AT THE SHERATON PLAZA STUDENTS:

Coming home

GET ONE* FREE DAY TOUR OR 50% OFF A 2-DAY TOUR!!! LT TLY

take THE
*one participant per room STUDENT SHUTTLE!

“ISRAEL YOUR WAY" Tk

Introducing a new concept in frum touring...
MAKE YOUR TOURING ARRANGEMENTS OVER HERE & SET UP YOUR OWN ITINERARY
FROM AN ASSORTMENT OF LOCAL DAY TRIPS AND A 2-DAY TRIP TO GALIL-

AT YOUR CONVENIENCE! call us for detalls

VOYAGES UNLIMITED, Inc. PLANE TALK TRAVEL, Inc.
(Mrs.} Aliza Grund {Mrs.) Judy Tenenbaum
718/258-0709 [rax 718/258-3863] 718/951-6500

THE BOLD TYPE + TI8/435-4760

GRAND TOUR OF ISRAEL
FOR BOYS 1017
CALL(7I8) 6331909 OR{516) 764-5834

/) :
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MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT:

Find Your Ideal Home in Israel
Without Leaving the U.S.

For a short time, you have the chance to

meet with one of the owners of Kiryat

Sefer; theaffordable,
fast-growing
community of
choice for Bnei

Torah in Israel.

Why pay top
dollar to live in
cram ped quarters
when you can own
your own spacious

apartment

APPOINTMENTS ARE AVAILABLE:
Aguda Convention November 25-28
Monsey November 30

Lakewood

December 1
Brooklyn December 2, 3, 5

For your appointment,
call the Kiryat Sefer office in Brooklyn
at (718) 871-6026.

KIRYAT SEFER
MODHN HOUSING INC.

Lsraely New Torah City

surrounded by hundreds of other families

who are committed to creating a com-

plete, rich Torah
environment for
themselves and
their children?
Whether you’re

a family buying for
yourselves, retirees,
or parents buying
for your children,
this is an opportu-
nity you can't

afford to miss.

KIRYAT SEFER « 620 Coney Island Avenue « Brooklyn, NY 11218 « (718) 871-6026
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Chazan prociaims " Ezras”—a minute away from
Shmoneh Esrel.

The rain-filtered light iluminates the words on my
Sidddur, and the words cutl on the puckered paper and
ask me: Did you ever soak my pages with tears? Your GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL
grandfciher used 1o, Why must | be wet with rain wa- Ministry of Tourism - North America
ter? Why nof with the purer satt of your tears?

Mea? | never cry in my Siddur. It's not me. It's phony.
And my heart will be busy with pride for my intensity of
devotion. Notme.

I bend over to shelter the Siddur from the cloud’s
clean tears, and concentrate on the words: “Grant us

october 30, 1993

Dear Friends:

wisciom... Return to us... Forgive... Heal us ourrifts... Cure L h he Promise of peace in phe alr, there is no
us ouraltments...” and the Siddurcontinues to dampen. ﬁi&,“ﬁit?;‘itf;‘,‘;,‘._i12;2“2;2,,?33"2‘“;‘?23;@33@ 2pd alagring
The words blur—or is it my eyes? | dowant those words ‘;‘ﬁi‘;};gg?ng most bieasurable vacation for our

TO con?inue *0 prompT my he{}ﬁ, TO COaxX my “I’Ds TO If you have not yet been to Israel, or if you've
speak to that Ear that appends the Wall... ity fo clear | vasmcnu T i he erans enperionos Fromn bnd exolting.
my eyes, but my hand is oo wet, my sleeve saturated, | Sw o e e en s gogated By the very nature of our
"Return us our judges... Rebuild the City... Resiore the for onh Arsere2 It is our hope that we can make your next trip as
Throne....!” B e o Pt T e oy isioned & °°

warmth and joyi

My shoes squish as | refreat three steps from miy soak-
ing encounter. That rain-soaked Wal, that tear-soaked _
Sididur. That chip of time., Wil ever find it again? (/( i /’7,% aed

vzl Michaeli

Sincerely,

he Wall stands silend, carved by time,
chipped by exposure fo the asle-
rments. Could my heart also yield 1o my exposure

to the elermnents? Granite, yes. But let it give way. And
then, when | daveninthe shfiebel cround the comer in
Brookiyn, I'fi let my experience of a Succosin Jerusalemn 556 Fifi averi, 190 Fioor « New York, ¥¥ 10118 + TEL:(212) 5600600 BXT.250 + FAX-(212) 6254368
cave a chip--a Wall chip--inmy heart....

HNIYY TAYD 99)
e |6

Yad Eliezer has already made over .1—,-860 weddings
for desperately poor couples — entirely
because of you.

There Is No Nation Like ‘“Klal Yisroel’’'!!
The Gitty Perkowski Simcha Fund

of
Yad Eliezer
Rabbi and Mrs. Yaakov Weisel Mr. and Mrs. Zolly Trepper
Kiryat Sanz, Jerusalem 1102 E. 26th St.
Tei. 02-384-094 Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210
{718) 258-1580
Please send wedding sponsorship to:
Yad Eliezer Rabbi and Mrs. Zevi Trenk
1102 E. 2é6th St 1586 E. 9th St.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210 Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230

(718] 258-1580 Rabbi and Mrs, Yehudah Rupp  There are $500 and $1000 sponsorships
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athan Pollard is well
an unusually severe

To ail our J
The difficult pl'\gm of Jon known 'and oD I by wPn 3
pubhcazed: He is suffering and painful ey 0T ooy 22OV n T R
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punishment.
pent upon each and every Jew 10 make
w9 Yoo v TIORED SR RN

1t is a mitzvah ingum
efforts to free nim from his imprisonment, by sending jetters to the
government and to anyone wha can intercede on his behait. AT Ay ynn P ~bwpni? BENDD
in the merit of this great mitzvah of pidyon shvuyim, may alt who Ys yprant oAV wm by 7VIA myR
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Rabbi Abron Moshe Schechler Rabbi Aharen Zekig Halevi Epstein Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Levin Rabii Avrohom Yaako¥ HaKohen Pam
R Yoshiva, Veshive Rabpi Chaim Berlia  Rosh Yesbiva, Yeshiva Shaar HaTorsh of Gorodna  Rosh Yeshiva, Tebshe Yestivi, Chichso Rosh Yeshiva, Mesivin Tarahl Vodaws
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Rabbi Leib Bakst Rabbi Alter Chanoch Henoch Rabbi Eiya Svel Rabbi Elya Fisher

Rosh Yoshiva Yeshiva Aleres aMordechal HﬂK()hen Leib(m"ll z Rosh Yeshiva. Tatmudicat Yonhiva Jeosh Rollel Ger
Rursh Yeshiva, Yoshivas Chudets Chaim of Philadetphia
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Rabbi Zecharyah Gelley Rabhi Aryeh Malkiel Kother
Resh Yeshiva. Bais Medrash Govosh, Lakewood

il-nianhl I]U“
Rahbi Chaim Ben-Ouliel
v, Av Bais Din. fihat Adas Yeshurun. NYC

Rab'h Yosel Harari-Raful
Mikdash Melech

Areret Torab Yeshiva, Yeshivas

Rush Yeshiva. Yeshivas Rosh
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Rabbi Levi Yitachik Horowilz Rabli Levi Krupenia Rabbi Yaakov Periow Rabbi Yosel Yitzchok Feigetstock
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Rabbi 7. Hirsh Tevel Rabbi Lo Stern Rahbi Mordechat Gifter Rabbi Menashe Klein
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e Zionist Movernent has had
extraordinary success in using
powerful mottos and slogans

for projeciing its goals and the thrust
of its activities to the broad Jewish
public. Beyond doubt, its history-
making achievements drew heavily
from deep-seated, millennia-old at-
tachments to Zion, where “our eyes
yearn to see Your return.” Flip
through the pages of vintage copies of
secular Jewish magazines, and take
note of how admiring rhetoric about
heroic efforts to “drain swamps and
convert them to fertile farmlands,”
and the ever-stirring calls for Achdus

Where each customer is freafed
as our only customeri
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{such as the “We are One!” slogan)
have, each in its time, evoked loyalty
and inspired generous giving.

Some more key words: “The Jewish
Problem,” and “Normalcy.” The goal of
the secular Zionist dream has always
been to restore the Jewish people to
“normalcy’—that is, to a status where
it is in possession of a land, culture,
and language of its own, like all other
nations—thus bringing to an end the
two-millennia-old “Jewish Problem.”
(T'his is not the time or place for an-
other lecture on “the true nature of the
Jewish Problem.” But anyone who re-
cites Krins Shema twice a day is famil-
iar with the concept of Golus and the
“Jewish Problem” as a resuit of spiri-
tual failings.)

For all their emotional wallop, slo-
gans do not always stand up under
close analysis. This calls for a keen
eye or ear; sometimes, however, atrns-
ism or platitude can strike even the
uninformed reader or listener as hol-
low. For example, last month, when
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres
addressed various American Jewish
groups, he was reported to have ap-
pealed to them to make “a concerted
effort to keep their children Jewish.”
{JTA, Oct 4} The report went on:

Asking American Jews o preserve
their Jewish identity and to teach
their children Jewish history and the
Hebrew language, Peres indicated
that they are not the only ones faced
with preserving their Jewishness in
the face of a broader culture.

“I am more afraid of cable televi-
sion (which has recently begun broad-
casting in Israel} than I am of Arab
armies,” the foreign minister said,

“because [ know how to stop invading
armies. I don’t know how to protect
against cable television.”

...[In another speech, to the Con-
ference of Presidents of Major Ameri-
can Jewish Organizations, Peres ex-
plained that cable television “...brings
in a lot of nonsense, and I wouldn't
want to replace the series of the sto-
ries of the Bible with the series of the
happenings in Dallas,” referring fo
the popular soap opera.

“Today I'm worried about our
smallness, not for military reasons,
but for cultural reasons.”

This appeal for return to Jewish
values—as sensible and urgent as it
is—seemed rather pathetic, if not lu-
dicrous, juxtaposed as it was on the
JTA Daily News Bulletin with an ttem
about the kind of normalcy Peres’s
ruling party is presiding over. It dealt
with a notorious “far-from-puritani-
cal” female pop singer...

{who] is the latest of a string of
highly popular, and often controver-
sial, stars to have visited Israel this
year and performed at Tel Aviv's
Hayarkon Park.

Recent performers—who played to
hundreds of thousands of fans willing
to pay $50 and more for tickets—have
included Eiton John, Guns ‘N’ Roses
and Michael Jackson.

As for Michael Jackson’s visit to
Israel during Rosh Hashana week, it
was headlined by JTA as a "...Taste
Of Normalcy For [Israeli] Teens.”
We quote further:

If there is one thing Isracli youths
have longed for, it is normaicy.... And
while Michael Jackson may not be
anyone’s definition of normalcy, his
local concerts certainly were.... Jack-
son was mobbed by enthusiastic Is-
raeli fans from the moment he arrived
here.... Jackson devotees greeted the
singer wherever he went with awe and
admiration... during his Israeli tour.,
which included a trip to Masadaand a
shopping spree in the Dizengoff Shop-
ping Center here {on Rosh Hashanal].

...According to ticket sales and po-
lice estimates, attendance at Tuesday
night's concertin Tel Aviv's Hayarkon
Park-—estimated at 100,000—was
even bigger than that at his first ap-
pearance Sunday, when some 70,000
fans turned out.

That’s almost equal to the number
who showed up at the demonstra-
tions for and against the Palestinian
autonomy plan. And while those dem-
onstrations were free, concertgoers
paid a whopping $35 and up for the
privilege of seeing Jackson live.

The Jewish Observer, November 1993



-

It would certainly be refreshing to hear an Israeli
Labor Party leader lay claim to Torah. But the Mesora

finds no home in the habits,

dietary practices, and

Shabbos desecration of the Labor Party that Peres
represents. Nor does its wisdom resonate in the
convoluted arguments he cited for Jews to live under
Arab control in Gaza and parts of the West Bank.

During Jackson’s two appear-
ances, the fans screamed and wailed,
pushed and shoved to get a peek at
theiridol. They smoked pot and hash-
ish. They even drank down cans of
Jackson’s sponsor, Pepsi--the very
same Pepsi that for so0 many years ad-
hered to the Arab boycott against Is-
rael. All of a sudden, Israelis, too, were
the voice of a new generation.

Now, time-honored Normalcy for
the Jewish People should reflect Rav
Saadya Gaon's classic characteriza-
tion: “Cur people are a nation only by
virtue of Torah.” If Terah is central to
the values and function of Am Yisroel,
then all is well—or normal, if you will.
Once this key component is removed,
however, what is left of Jewry—or “Is-
rael"? Sadly, without a Torah com-
pass for guidance, every fad and
fancy that plagues the surrounding
world will invade this remnant of
Jewry. Callit “normaley,” if you must.

But if the Jewish Problem is going
to be solved by this brand of Nor-
malcy, how do we solve Normaley?

Of Heritage and Heresies

Major Jewish Organizations re-

ferred to earlier, Peres fended off
anticipated criticisms by some Ortho-
dox rabbis present, who he expected
would reject his proposed trade-off of
“land for peace” in negotiations with
the PLO. Rabbi do tend to quote To-
rah spurces. So, in preemptive re-
sponse, Peres rejected their alleged
“mandate from G-d™:

“We won't give... up the Torah {to
them]. They think that we don't know

In his address to the Presidents of

The Jewish Observer, Novemnber 1993

it. May I tell you, we are born in the
same land of learning... And we re-
member.”

A very stirring rallying cry indeed.
It would certainly be refreshing to
hear an Israeli Labor Party leader lay
claim to Torah. But should one think
that his protest was a matter of
choosing the interpretation of the
Malbim over that of Sforno, or some
other selection within the range of the
Mesora, one would be very disap-
pointed. The Mesora finds no homein
the habits, dietary practices, and
Shabbos desecration of the Labor
Party that Peres represents Nor does
its wisdom resonate in the convoluted
arguments he cited for Jews to live
under Arab control in Gaza and parts
of the West Bank: “Abraham as a set-
tler was living for 25 years in Eretz
Plishtim, in a foreign land. And the
other 25 years he used to live in Chev-
ron, under a non-Jewish group.” Had
he dealt with the tensions of pikuach
nefesh versus kedushas haAretz—
the halachic issues of the sanctity of
life and military security in balance
with the sanctity of the land and dip-
lomatic pressures—instead of irrel-
evant “historical precedents,” that
would have been another matter.

Moreover, Torah as the Labor
Party's prized possession seems to be
in odd company, considering the con-
stant flow of ridicule of religion and
distortion of Biblical characters that
the leaders of Labor’s coalition part-
ner, the Meretz Party, seem to spout
asa matter of course. (See “Quotations
frorn Minisier Aloni"—JO, Sept. 92.)

I Minister Peres wants to claim his

right to Torah, we'll be happy to share
it with him. But Torah must be rec-
ognized as the source book of Divine
directives and values by which a
Jew—and a Jewish State—must
guide itself. If Peres treasures Torah
as a national repository of usable
quotations and stirring slogans, and
no more, then unfortunately, he is
missing the mark. |
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LAVISH EXPECTATIONS
... AND HOMEWORK

To the Editor:

The article, "Whose Homework Is
It Anyway?” (JO Apr. "93}, raised some
issues that have begged to be ad-
dressed for a long time in Yeshiva
schools. I have children in both high
school and elementary schools, and
have found that many teachers (and
principals) expect the parents to as-
sist their children with projects and
assignments.

When my daughter was young, 1
met with the principal of her school
to voice my concerns regarding the
great number of projects being as-
signed. (As soon as one was handed
in, the next one was given.) The prob-
lem was threefold: First, the projects
were too difficult for the children to do
independently. Eliyahu Mayer in
*“Whose Homework Is It Anyway?”
states that when he went to school,
he was the one who ultimately had to
do the homework. Yes! That is how it
shouid be, if only the teachers would
assign projects that correspond to the
level and ability of the children so that
they are able to do them themselves!
After ascertaining that the assign-
mentlevel is appropriate, the teacher
must make sure that the students
will be able to obtain reference and
research materials on their level in-
stead of those that are on such so-
phisticated levels that the parents
must “iranslate” them for the child to
comprehend. Ifa project is necessary,
the teacher should guide the students
and the project should be an exten-
sion of classroom teaching. The
project should not consist of a new
topic that must be self-taught.

Second, why is it that a drawing
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done alone by the student to illustrate
information learned is not “creative”
enough but shouid rather be done on
wood, a cake baked in a special
shape, or executed in some other ex-
otic way? Why must a science project
be done on a grand scale that re-
quires the involvement of the parents,
ifitis to be as “imaginative” as the as-
signment dictates? And why are the
teachers and principals not as satis-
fied—rather, should they not be more
satisfied and proud of our young-
sters—if their drawing, done “only” on
oaktag with markers, reflects what
they have learned and was accom-
plished and executed independently?
Is their purpose really to reinforce
knowledge and educate the children,
or is it to display to the parents who
come to school on the day of the ex-
hikit so that they can “oooch and
aaah” over their labors and the cre-
ativity of the other parents?
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It is time to return to the basics!
Just as materialism has reached a
“knows no bounds” in today's world,
s0 it seems to have carried over to the
lavish expectations regarding pro-
jects and assignments, both in type
of presentation and in number.
Sometimes, this does not originate
only from the teacher, but is actually
authorized and required of them by
school policy. Parents need to speak
out as a group so that the principals
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of the individual.

Third, the number of projects is ex-
orbitant. It is unreasonable to expect
our children to attend school for long
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hours, do large quantities of nightly
homework and study for almost daily
exams until late at night, and squeeze
in reports and projects in their “spare
time” {let alone help at home as re-
sponsible family members).

What message are we transmitting
to our children when we overburden
them with so much work that they
cannot afford the leisure to take the
time to enjoy their lessons and really
learnt from their homework? Some-
times, overload can be overkill, and
less can accornplish more,

Homework is for the children, tobe
given to them on a level compatible
with their abilities so that they may
have the satistaction of completing
their work on their own. Theiraccom-
plishments will encourage them to be
happy with themselves throughout
their lives and not feel that they must
try to do things on a broader scale,
especially if they are not able to. This
will give them the confidence, self-es-
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Blumenirantz, 814 Caffrey Ave,,
Far Rockaway, N.Y. 11691,
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teem, and satisfaction that comes
with completing a job properly on
their own. We want to give our chil-
dren tools to ably cope with life in-
stead of giving them the feeling that
they cannot live up to their mentors’
expectations without outside assis-
tance or unusual grand-scale ideas

and schemes.
NAME WITHHELD By REQUEST
Monsey, NY

MORE ON THE “MASTER DAF”
TAPES

To the Editor:

I would like to thank you for print-
ing my letter concerning the Daf Re-
view Tapes. However, since that let-
ter was written, the source for these
tapes has changed. The tapes are
now called “Master Daf” and are avail-
able by calling 1-800-213-6626.
Sources for local distribution centers,
especially in New York, are being ex-
plored currently. The initial response
to the Master Daf has been quite im-
pressive. They are primarily being
used for chazara during the daily
conmmute to and from work, which so
many of us must endure. By optimiz-
ing these time slots with chazara of
the daf, the impact of our daily
shiurim is magnified.

Dr. JEFFREY GROSS
Cleveland, Ohio

An Author's Statement;

I have been told that a line regard-
ing the influence of Lubavitch, in my
review article of David Landau’s book,
Piety and Power (JO, Oct. '93), may
have unfortunately lent itself to mis-
interpretation. I did not mean to say
that the Lubavitch community, with
its thousands of adherents, is not it-
self part of the Chareidiworld. Nor did
I mean to make short shrift of the nu-
merous ba'alet teshuvawho have en-
tered observant Jewry through
Lubavitch's efforts, or of its pioneer-
ing role in bringing Day School edu-
cation to various communities.

Any such regrettable misreading of

nmy words was certainly not intended.
YONASON ROSENBLUM
Jerusalem
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