


When Avi
grows up, |
what kind of -
Jewish world
will be waiting
for him?

* one headed by a secular leadership, run-
ning scared, head-long into compromise . . .
assimilation . . . and intermarriage?

* or & dynamic, united Torah society,
guided with dignity and independence, by
respected Torah scholars?

What's the difference? Plenty. lt's a lot more ;
difficult and chancier t¢ swim alone against the )f .
powerful undertow of an organized, secular—domi-
nated world, Being part of a strong organized
Torah force, however, will protect Avi, give him guidance and a healthy sense of belonging to a Torah
tzibbur,

YOU can make the difference!

YOU can help give Torah the voice and the arm it needs to make Avi's world secure for a burgeoning
Torah Jewry:

By ioining the movernent that says "I am a Torah Jew” with pride and determination. The movement
people listen to because that movement — Agudath Istael of America — represents responsible,
effective Torah activism where it counts

. with children.

. with yeshivos.

. with the Jews of the former Soviet Union, here and abroad.
.. in halls of government.

. in the battlefield of ideas to capture Jewish souls,

. in the struggle to prevent Judaism from being watered down.

Responsﬁole activism as directed by our Gedolei Torah. Agudath Israel has vet to reach its goal of unit-
ing alt Orthodox Jewry, but it is today the broadest-based coalition of Torah-loyal Jews from all walks of
life.

The strength of tomorrow’s Jewish world will be determined by its numbers. Agudath Israel will be
stronger with you as part of it. And you will be stronger foo.
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71 $500 Life Membership™

*includes richiy~designed, brass-like paperueight **includes personalized plague and paperweight

PLEASE PRINT
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CIry

Become a member now!

Get off the sidelines.
Give yourself the added
protection of becoming
a niember of America’s

Torah mobilization

movement:
Agudath Israel of
America.

Your strength is in
Agudath Israel’s
numbers.
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Special offer for first-time members:

Z}Ham a first-time member, Please send me my free, one—year introductory
subscription to: {check one)
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A CHOFETZ CHAIM FOR OUR TmES

Marking the First Yahrzeit of the Late Manchester Rosh Yeshiva—22 Shevat

AN APPARENT PARADOX

ny appreciation of the late
Manchester Rosh Yeshiva,
Rabbi Yehuda Zev Segal, ¥y,
must begin with an apparent para-

Yonason Rosenblum, a regular contributor teJO,
is the author of Reb Yaakov, a biography of Rabbi
Kamenetsky, 7"¥1, and co-author of the recently re-
leased Lieutenant Bimbaum, both published by
ArtScroll. He is currently at work on a biography of
the legendary Reb Elimelch {"Mike") Tress. Anyone
wishing to be interviewed in connection with the
book may contact hirn via The Jewish Observer.
The author would like to thank the following people
for their assistance in the preparation of this ar-
ticle: The Rosh Yeshiva's children and their
spouses; his grandsons Binyomin and Ahron
Ehrentreu; Yair Kruskal. Mordechai and
Shimshon Moses, Michael Rothschild, Osher
Sternlicht, and Menachem Weiss,
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dox. Few in our generation were as
scrupulous as he in their absolute
devotion to Torah learning and the
solitary, painstaking task of self-per-
fection. As a bachur in Mirrer Yeshiva,
he was famed for never speaking in
matters unrelated to learning during
seder (learning sessions}, and during
the last decade of his life one of his
Yomim Nora'im resolutions was not to
spend a moment without thinking in
Torah and mussar, Yet in the last fif-
teen years of his life, he frequently
learned with a telephone on his
shtender so that he could answer im-
mediately the calls that came from
around the world.

The Rosh Yeshiva had no interest

| per se in anything other than Torah.

He never read a newspaper. He sim-
ply assumed that if he needed to
know something, someone would tell
him. Yet if events were relevant to
Jews anywhere in the world, he fol-
lowed them closely. Asked whether he
had relatives in Eretz Yisroelby some-
one struck by the intensity of his
davening during the Gulf War, he re-
plied in amazement, “Kial Yisroel is
there.” He had an oncologist's ency-
clopedic knowledge of cancer treat-
ments gained over years of consulta-
tion with those suffering from the dis-
ease. Because it was relevant to a
Jew, no detail of a course of treatment
was ever forgotten.

The paradox, of course, is only ap-
parent. For even the greatest mifzva
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.of all--the learning of Torah—must
‘be put aside for a mitzva that canmot

. be done by another. Because those
who came or called felt that no one

" else could offer the same consolation
in times of tragedy, the same hope
and beracha in difficult times, the
same love to those alone and in need,
the Manchester Rosh Yeshiva spent
hours each day involved with the
problems of individual Jews the world
over. One’s aspirations must be to
Heaven, he used to say, just as the
wings of the cherubim on the Aron
HaKodesh were spread upwards. But
at the same time, one must remem-
ber to keep his face turned towards
his brothers, just as the faces of the
cherubim were turned “each towards
his brother.”

1. THE MAKING OF A TZADDIK—
ALIFE-LONG PURSUIT

eading of the Chofetz Chaim
today, sixty years after his
assing, it is almost impos-
sible to believe that such a Jew ever
lived. Harder still is it to imagine that
in our generation we should see an-
other capable of expressing the
Chofetz Chaim's devotion to the pu-
rity of speech and his overflowing love
for his fellow Jew. And hardest of all
is it to comprehend how that reflec-
tion of the Chofetz Chaim in our gen-
eration could have grown up, not in
Eastern Europe, but attending the
local Manchester public schools. (The
Rosh Yeshiva's impeccable English
became a tool for providing all those
not comfortable in Yiddish the oppor-
tunity to talk freely to a tzaddikon a
level hitherto inaccessible to them.)
The Rosh Yeshiva achieved what he
did soclely through his single-minded
determination to make himself a
complete eved Hashem. That lofty
goal was atfained in small, incremen-
tal steps from his early youth to his
last day. The steps to spiritual great-
ness which the Rosh Yeshiva took, at
least initially, are ones of which we
are all capable if our will to achieve
that goal were only as strong as his.
From an early age the Rosh Ye-
shiva revealed an acute sensitivity to
the spiritual aspect of life. In an un-
characteristic reference to himself,
the Rosh Yeshiva once told a talmid
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Reading of the Chofetz Chaim today, sixty years after
his passing, it is almost impossible to believe that such a
Jew ever lived. Harder still is it to imagine that in our
generation we should see another capable of expressing
the Chofetz Chaim'’s devotion to the purity of speech and
his overflowing love for his fellow Jew.

about an incident that occurred when
he was nine years old. He was cross-
ing a street when suddenly a bus
came barrelling at him. The bus
driver screeched to a hait only feet
from the terrified boy. “That narrow
escape made me realize that some-
thing that can be ended in a split sec-
ond--our physical existence—cannot
be the primary purpose for which we
were created, Only our spiritual exist-
ence has ultimate meaning.”

From that moment on, his entire
focus was on the spiritual side of life.
To young couples he had one central

piece of advice: make your home a
spiritual place.! Do whatever you can
to strengthen your spiritual aspira-

! With his own Rebbetzin, he leamned half an hour
of Tanach and mussar daily, and Chunash-Rashi
on leil Shabbos, There was no question of their
homne being a spiritual place. At a time when the
very concept of a ben Torah was unknown in En-
gland, the Rebbetzin, who was the daughter of a
well-to-do ba'al habayis, insisted that she woulkd
marry only someone who would devote himself
fully to learning Torah. She made the home a cen-
ter of all the chessed activities in Manchester, and
did not hesitate to take over as the cook In the ye-
shiva when the need arose, or when dozens of refu-
gees from Germany arrived in Manchester.




tions—learn mussar together, study
the Chofetz Chaim with the family at
the Shabbos table. Invited on one of
his trips to America to go see the Em-
pire State Building, he had only one
condition: If you can assure me that I
will be asked in Shamayim, “Did you
see the Empire State Building?”

It All Begins With Hasmada

e life of the spirit begins with
devotion to Torah learning.
Asked once to what he attrib-

uted his success, the Rosh Yeshiva
answered in one word: hasmada—
diligence. As a young boy, he asked
his mother not to send him in the tra-
ditional short pants to school. While
his classmates frolicked at recess, he
sat and learned, and he was afraid
that he might accidentally touch his
uncovered leg and lose the time from
learning that it would take to wash
his hands. Closing his Gemora late
one night in the Mirrer Yeshiva, he
noticed another bachur still learning.
He thought to himself, “If he can keep
himself awake tolearn, socan 1,” and
returned to his studies.?

The Rosh Yeshiva was rarely seen
without a seferin his hand. His learn-
ingwas not measured in minutes, but
in seconds. His face glowed as he sang
out the Gemora, and even when he
was without a chavrusa, he patiently
explained to himself aloud the step-
by-step progression of the Gemord's
logic. So intense was his involvernent
in learning that he prayed in the
beracha “Chonein hada’as,” that his
mind be involved in learning even dur-
ing sleep. To that end, he made a prac-
tice of reading some analytical work of
one of the acharonim {later commen-
taries} prior to going to sleep.

Neither pride nor intellectual lazi-
ness was ever allowed to getin the way
of understanding. He did not hesitate
to ask someone to repeat a d'var To-
rahif he was not sure he had fully un-
derstood it. if someone asked a good

*In Miz, he had a late night chavrusa with Rabbi
Chairm Shmuelevitz, Yy, for a period of Hme, and
learned Yevamos with Rabbi Elchonon
‘Wasserman's son Beinush, 70, which brought
him into contact with Reb Elchonor, Most impor-
tantly, he came under the sway of Rabbi Yechezkel
Levenstein, known for his rigorous mussar and in-
tense self-serutiny.,
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question in learning, the Rosh Yeshiva
niever let him proceed immediately to
the resolution, but would invariably
say, “Let’'s think about that. Let's see
if we can come up with a teretz.”

His concentration in learning was
remarkable. At the end of an emotion-
ally wrenching, twenty-five-minute
telephone conversation, he could re-
turn to the same word in a long and
complicated Ritva he had been at
when he picked up the receiver.

The Rosh Yeshiva asked
to be buried with a luach
for shemiras halashon in
his hand. “This is my

passport for Olam
Habba,” he said.

Care With The Mouth
And The Eyes

If hasmada in Torah was the founda-
ton stone of his spiritual greatness,
shemiras halashon (purity of speech)
was the ladder of his subsequent as-
cent towards spiritual perfection. As
a young man, the Rosh Yeshiva
thought to himself, “The Chofetz
Chaim was the gadol and tzaddik of
the previcus generation. i he devoted
himsel to the cause of shemiras
halashon, I too must work on this
midda.”

In time, he came to view spreading
the awareness of shemiras halashon
as his life’s most important work.
More than a quarter century ago, he
began printing a luach (schedule) of
daily study in the Chofetz Chaim's
halachic work on the mitzvos of
proper speech, Chofetz Chaim, and
his explication of the mussar and
hashkafa of the mitzvos, Shemiras
Halashon. It was a rare visitor who
was not given a luach and urged to
follow its course of daily study. The
Rosh Yeshiva asked to be buried with
a luach for shemiras halashon in his
hand. “This is my passport for Olam
Habba,” he said.

Whatever the problem, the Rosh

Rabbi Segal meeting with Rabbt Moshe Feinstein, !

Yeshiva almost always recom-
mended, as part of his overalt advice,
that the person consulting lim learn
the works of the Chofetz Chaim. He
invariably attributed the amazing
yeshuos (salvations) that people ex-
perienced after receiving his beracha
to the merit of the Chofetz Chaim. He
was the animating force behind ail
the work of the Chofetz Chaim Foun-
dation in America and the country-
wide gatherings it organizes, as well
as of the annual Yom Iyun for
shemiras halashon in Jerusalem.

But before he could promote the
observance of shemiras halashon for
others, there was his own personal
avoda with respect to this mitzva, an
avoda that was lifelong. He worked on
himself until the speaking of lashon
hora was to him as abhorrent as the
eating of chazir.

The Rosh Yeshiva always empha-
sized the pain that improper speech
causes others, and sought to awaken
in his listeners the capacity to empa-
thize with a fellow Jew. Such identifi-
cation with another Jew is the essence
of the mitzva of loving one’s fellow as
oneself. Thus the Rosh Yeshiva's all-
encompassing love for his fellow Jew—
his ability to feel both their pain and
their joy as his own—and his lifelong
dedication to shemiras halashonwent
hand in hand, just as they did for the
Chofetz Chaim.

That identification with another
requires, at the same time, extirpat-
ing all the negative traits that create
barriers between people and which
underlie so much hurtful speech—

The Jewish Observer, February 1994



particularly pride and envy. The Rosh
Yeshiva recoiled from anything that
might lead to pride. Honor made him
physically ill. “Make yourselflike dust
to one and all,” was a motto he lived
by. When someone would confess {o
the Rosh Yeshivg that he or she en-
vied others, he would tell them, “But
what do you have from your envy?
Pray that Hashem grant you what
you are lacking, but, chas v'shalom,
not that someone else not have it.”
The Rosh Yeshivawas no less care-
ful with respect to the yeitzer hara's
other great tool: the eyes. He exer-

it

... with Rabbi Moshe Soloveitchik, N ¥ow

cised extreme care his whole life not
to lose the vision of reality gained
from his toil in Torah through the im-
proper use of his eyes. Although
near-sighted, he did not wear glasses
when not learning or davening. He
once missed a flight because he had
not noticed that it was boarding.
When he was asked why he had not
checked the electronic board on
which the flight schedule was listed,
he replied that he had thought it was
a TV. Television was anathema to
him. He would not make a blessing in
a room in which one was present.
The Rosh Yeshiva's simplicity and
unfailing courtesy made women com-
pletely at ease in his presence. As a
house guest, he did not hesitate to
clear his own dishes. The wives of his
talmidim were like daughters to him,
and called him about everything, in-
cluding bickering among the chil-
dren. On the eve of one talmid's wed-
ding, he said to the kalla, “Your
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chassan islike a son to me. And that
means you are like a daughter.” Yet
after some twenty years of close con-
tact, he did not know what this
“daughter” looked like, because—
apart from his closest family-—he
never locked directly at a wornan.3

0. THE YEARS AS ROSH YESHIVA:
SHARING HIS SPIRITUAL
WEALTH WITH OTHERS

In 1941, the Rosh Yeshiva became a
maggid shiur in the Manchester Ye-
shiva in which his father, Rabbi
Moshe Yitzchak Segal, had been the
Rosh Yeshiva since shortly after its
founding in 1911. His new position
marked the beginning of a second
stage in his life—one in which his fo-
cus was on molding others, not just
working on his own self-perfection. At
the same time, the work on himself
continued with unabated intensity.
Indeed the intensity of that effort was
the key to his influence on his
talmidim,

With his father’s passing in 1943,
Reb Yehuda Zev was the logical
choice as successor, but the trustees
of the yeshiva were reluctant to ap-

... with Rabbt Shneur Kotler, ¥ vt

point him to the position. They feared
that he was too “fanatical,” not suffi-
ciently open-minded, to work with the
local ba’alei battim.

He made no effort to secure the
position. To be a rosh yeshivg, he felt,

3The Rosh Yeshiva did not know what he himself
looked like, for that matter. He once saw a picture
of himself and asked, “Who is that Jew whose face
raciates yiras Shamayim?”

]

one had to be fit for the position, and
Heaven would reveal whether he was
suited to be the Rosh Yeshiva or not.
In such a situation, hishtadlus (hu-
man effort) is pointless. When other
candidates were invited to Manches-
ter, Reb Yehuda Zev treated them
with every courtesy and honor. Not
until 1950 was he appointed Rosh
Yeshiva. He had apparently been
found worthy by Heaven.

That episode from the beginning of
his career as Rosh Yeshiva has an in-
teresting parallel in the last decade of
his life. A new yeshiva opened in
Manchester, headed by one of the
Rosh Yeshiva's most brilliant former
talrmidirn. Given his position in the
community, the Rosh Yeshiva could
undoubtedly have prevented the new
yeshiva from opening. But from the
standpoint of halacha there was
nothing improper in a new yeshiva,
and he fiercely resisted any counsel
that he oppose it.

More. He did everything in his
power to help it, including assisting
in fundraising. He even went to visit
the new Rosh Yeshiva so that no one
in the community would think that
he felt any bitterness. He used to say
that in Hallel, when he said “Anna,
Hashem hoshiya na,” that he had his
own yeshiva in mind, and when he
said “Anna, Hashem hatzlichana,” he
had the other yeshiva in mind.

Years later, however, he confided to
some close talmidim that the opening
of the new yeshiva had been a test for
him. How had he prevailed? He re-
membered a vaad {discussion ses-
sion) of Rabbi Chaskell Levenstein
from his days in the Mirrer Yeshiva.
Reb Chaskell had been discussing
Rabbeinu Yona's comment in
Sha'arei Teshuva concerning “those
who hate Hashem.” This group can
include even those who are fully
shomer mitzvos, writes Rabbeinu
Yona. If someone resents it when he
sees others striving in Torah and
yiras Shamayim, he is numbered
among those who hate Hashem “A
yeshiva is a glorification of Hashem's
name in the world,” said the Rosh Ye-
shiva, “If I had done anything to pre-
vent another yeshiva from flourish-
ing, I would be referring to myself
when I pray in Shemoneh Esrei, ‘May
Your enemies be cut off.” "
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His Role as Mashgiach

r] j"\he Rosh Yeshiva was also the
Mashgiach of the Yeshiva.* He
felt that parents had entrusted

their boys to him and was as de-

manding with them as he was with
his own sons. Those not at daverting
by “"Baruch She'amar” would find
their tefillin on the bima, and by

“Yishtabach” they would be on the

Rosh Yeshiva's shtender. He was no

less strict about not making noise at

night and disturbing others’ sleep.

For all his strictness, however, no
one knew better than the Rosh Ye-
shiva how hard it is to break a bad
trait. At a gathering of yeshiva
alumry, the chairman introduced the
Rosh Yeshiva as guest speaker, ex-
pressing the hope that the effect of his
words would last until the next year.
“Halevai they should last until
Maariv,” the Rosh Yeshiva replied.

He never demanded that the
bachurim be like him. To the con-
trary, he inveighed against wholesale
resojutions beyond one’s capacity.
The key to spiritual growth, he taught
them, is to go one step at a time, One
ernste kabbala (serious resolution),
no matier how small, that one treats
as inviolable, was all that he asked.®
That resolution, he stressed, had to
be bolstered by daily mussar study
following the method of Rabbi Yisroe}
Salanter.

The Rosh Yeshiva had an aura of
kedusha which could not be missed.
Even non-religious people seeing him
for the first time were invariably left
speechless.

“After being in his presence,” said
one talmid, “it was impossible to re-
main the same person.” From time to
time the Rosh Yeshiva would go into
one of the yeshiva dorm rooms to say
a berachawithout being heard or dis-
turbed. One time he did so unaware
that a bachurwho was not feeling well
was in the room. After hearing the
Rosh Yeshiva say “Asher Yatzar, " the

*Many of his shmuessen have been adapted in En-
glish by Rabbi $himon Finkelman, published by
ArtScroll /Mesorah Publishers in the two-volume
Inspiration and Insight.

5In light of the Rosh Yeshiva's insistence that a
kabbala had to be realistic, we can fully appreciate
what it meant when he took on late in life not to
move either a hand or a leg without some particu-
lar kavana (intention).

bachur thought to himself, "With
such an oved Hashem in the world,
how can I stay in bed?” and immedi-
ately returned to the beis midrash.

When someone
would confess to the
Rosh Yeshiva that he or
she envied others, he
would tell them, “But
what do you have from
your envy? Pray that
Hashem grant you
what you are lacking,
but, chas v’shalom, not
that someone else not
have it.”

All the World a Mussar Sefer

e showed the bachurim how
che words of Torah had to be
alive for them. Every day he
learned Mishnayos, not only for the
aliyas neshama of his teacher Rabbi
Chaskell Levenstein and the Chofetz
Chaim, whom he met once and whom
he sought to emulate, but also for the
authors of Sha'aref Teshuva and
Mesillas Yesharim. The words of those
works burned in him as if he had
heard them from Rabbeinu Yona and
Ramchal themselves, and he thought
of himself as having sat at their feet.
Talmidim were often amazed to find
that the masterful word portrait of a
Gemora which might take the Rosh
Yeshiva half an hour to present was
based on no more than two lines.
Having lived through the experience
the Gemora conveys, he shared every
nuance of the episode with the boys.
The entire creation cried out to him
words of mussar. The sight of a tree
being uprooted by a bulldozer was
proof that with enough strength and
determination, even a bad midda
could be corrected. Walking through
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a hospital one day with some
talmidirn, the Rosh Yeshiva came
across some Muslims prostrate on
the floor for their afternoon prayers.
“There is no such thing as coinci-
dence,” the Rosh Yeshiva told them.
“There must be a lesson for us in this
sight: See how these Moslems are
unembarrassed to pray in a public
place in this way. Yet if we have to
daveri in public we look for the most
inconspicuous corner or a telephone
booth. Should we be less proud than
they are?”

Someone once mentioned to him
that a patient in neurosurgery sud-
denly started singing an aria from an
Italian opera. On being asked about
this later, she recalled that as ayoung
child she had been taken to an opera!
Though fascinated by this informa-
tion, his first question was: How can
I use this? The next day he had an
answer. Our every thought leaves an
impression on our soul even though
we do not feel it. When Douvid
Hamelech prayed to Hashern, “From
the hidden things cleanse me,” it was
to this indelible, but long forgotten,
impression on his soul that he was
referring.

The Rosh Yeshiva provided a con-
stant model to the bachurim of what
it meant to be a bar aliya, someone
always striving to achieve yet another
level of ruchnius (spirituality). His
mussar shmuessen, one sensed, were
not so much addressed to them, as to
himself. Talmidim could often tell
what midda the Rosh Yeshiva was
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working on by the message he
pounded home week after week.

The Rosh Yeshiva always seemed
open to a new approach in avodas
Hashem. A few weeks before his
petira (passing), one of the Rosh
Yeshiva's grandsons told him of a
hiddur (enhancement) in the mitzva
of putting on the tallis in the morn-
ing. The Rosh Yeshiva immediately
began practicing the new way so that
he would be sure to do it properly in
davening the next morning. That he
had been putting on a tallis another
way for sixty years was irrelevant.

He was, said the Steipler Gaon,
5"¥1, the pillar of tefilla in our genera-
tion. Every word was said with com-
plete kavana. He used to translate
the words into Yiddish as he davened,
and he never made any beracha with-
out reading it from a card or sicdur.
Hewas once found unconscious early
in the morning. After he was revived,
the person who found him wanted to
see whether his memeory had been
impaired and asked him where he
had been in the davening when he
blacked out. The Rosh Yeshiva was
able to point to the exact word at
which he had fainted.

Tapes of his saying Ahava Rabba
circulated throughout the world's
yeshivos. “I know I don't daven like
other people,” the Rosh Yeshiva once
confided to a son, “but I simply can't
help myself.” By the first blessing of
Shemoneh Esrei, he was already cry-
ing at the thought of standing in the

By the first blessing of
Shemoneh Esrei, he was
already crying at the
thought of standing in
the presence of the King.
But if there was fear,
there was also joy.

presence of the King. But if there was
fear, there was also joy. The Rosh Ye-
shiva could practically dance as well
in davening. Carrying the sefer Torah
and reciting “Or zarua latzaddik...” on
Kol Nidre night, the fear and sense of
inadequacy on his face was unmis-
takable. At the end of Ne'ila were
tears of longing for the departed
Shechina.

The Gemora says that the honor of
one’s rebbe takes precedence over
that of one’s father: a father gives one
life in this world; a rebbe gives one life
in the World to Come. The Rosh
Yeshiva's talmidim had a visceral
sense of this truth. They lkmew that he
had transformed them into the type
of Jew they would never have become
without him. Like a father, the rela-
tionship with the Rosh Yeshiva was
lifelong. He was in regular communi-
cation with numercus talmidim.

When two brothers who phoned ev-
ery Erev Shabbos were sitting shiva,
the Rosh Yeshiva called and said,
“This week you can't call me, so I am
calling you.” Children of talmidim
were treated as his own grandchil-
dren.®

Above all, the Rosh Yeshiva re-
mained concerned with the spiritual
growth of his family and his lalrridim,
He and one former Manchester
bachur committed themselves o a
fixed daily schedule of Gemora,
Mishnayos, Rambam, Nach, and
Mishna Berura. And this is only one
talmid of the many with whom the
Rosh Yeshiva shared a similar kevius
{scheduled session}). One group of
former talmidim-—all of whom work—
has already put out fifteen volumes of
chiddushet Torah from their weekly
chabura (presentation before a smail
discussion group}. The Rosh Yeshiva
would listen by phene to each
chabura before it was given. “I'm a
good business man,” he used to say,
referring to the learning of his former
talmidim. “1 have shares in many
businesses.”

SNo matter how many people he treated as family,
to his children and grandchildren he was a warm
and caring father and grandfather, and this rela-
tionship was not diminished in any way by the calls
made on his time or by the efforts he expended on
behalf of the Klal Indeed, he would urge other
askonim (activists) not o et their Kial work be un-
dertaken at the expense of their own families.

After the shattering early loss of his Rebbetzin,
the Rosh Yeshiva had to be both father and mother
to his children, only one of whom was married.
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He wos, said the Steipler
Gaon, 97x1, the pillar of
tefilla in our generation.

IE. FATHER TO KILAL YISROEL

began to lessen his direct involve-

ment in Manchester Yeshiva, and
turned over the day-to-day responsi-
bilities of Rosh Yeshiva to his son-in-
law, Rabbi Meir Zvi Ehrentreu. Far
from retiring, however, his frame of
reference simply expanded. In that
last decade and a half of hig life, he
belonged to all of Klal Yisroel

The sheer number of Jews with
whom he was in contact around the
warld was astounding. On visits to
Armnerica, it was not uncommon for
him to receive visitors for hours on
end—sometimes for over eight hours
straight. Before Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur, he answered as many as
a hundred callers a day. Scores of
people came to Manchester, many
from abroad, for the experience of
seeing him and hearing him speak
and daven on the Yomim Nora'im. On
Kol Nidre night, he gave each person
in shul a personal beracha, some-
thing which took four hours. And
when he was done, he taught a shiur
on the avoda of the day.

Even first-time phone callers de-
scribed the experience of talking to
him as “like being hugged on the
phone.” Callers did not feel at all hur-
ried, and the Rosh Yeshiva insisted on
hearing every detail that might be rel-
evant. Of those who travelled from
abroad {or the Rosh Yeshivd's levaya,
some had never met him other than
by phone, and yet they too felt that
they received from him the uncondi-
tional love of a parent for a child,

He instantly recognized the voices
of callers and would ask them about
everything they had discussed during
the previous call, though that might
have been months earlicr. The Rosh
Yeshivd's instant recall of thern and
their situation conveyed how impor-
tant their concerns were to him. The
Rosh Yeshiva once went to the hospi-
tal to visit the parents of a little boy

In the late 1970s, the Rosh Yeshiva
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who was In a coma. The boy recov-
ered, and nine years later, when in
Manchester for a Pirchei convention,
he visited the Rosh Yeshiva. When he
told him his Hebrew name, the Rosh
Yeshiva immediately asked him if he
was the same little boy who had been
hospitalized nine years earlier.

Feeling the Pain of His Brothers
11

nd Moshe grew, and he went
out to his brothers and saw
their suffering...” (Shemos

2,11) The measure of Moshe's grow-

AV

1
ing up—of his gadiis—was his abil-
ity to personally experience the suf-
fering of his brothers, And so it was
with the Rosh Yeshiva, He reacted
with genuine pain to the news of Jew-
ish suffering. When he heard bad
news, he would emit an involuntary
groan and, clutching his heart, mut-
ter, "Oy vel, oy vel” A father once
called him to tell him that his son had
been niftar, and the Rosh Yeshivare-
mained sobbing with him on the
phone for fifteen minutes. Sometimes
at the end of the day, he would go to
bed totally exhausted from the weight
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of the suffering that he had made his |
oW

When he heard of a Jew with
tzores, his immediate response was to
see if there was something he could
do to alleviate any part of that suffer-
ing. In Basel for a grandson's wed-
ding, he heard of a young boy who
was ill. Every day of his stay, the Rosh
Yeshiva went to visit him, and let
himself be photographed with the
boy. Another time, the Rosh Yeshiva
learned that a ten-year-old boy
whose family had suffered a terrible
tragedy was in Manchester. There
was a blizzard that day in Manches-
ter, with high snow drifts, fierce
winds, and treacherous ice under-
foot. Despite the conditions, the sev-
enty-five-year-old Rosh Yeshivamade
his way on foot to the house in which
the boy was staying to speak to him
and give him a blessing. The boy was
not home, and the Rosh Yeshiva re-
fused to let him be sent to him. In-
stead, he trudged back, later in the
day, in the dangerous conditions, to
talk to the boy.

The Rosh Yeshiva did not wait to be
called with news of how someone was
faring. He would pick up the phone
himself fo find out how this one’s
bone-marrow transplant had gonein
Seattle or another’s chemotherapy at
Sloan Kettering. One Erev Shabbos,
he received a call from Rockland
County that a father of twelve had
been in a serious accident. On
Motza'ei Shabbos, the Rosh Yeshiva
could not go to sleep until he knew
the condition of the father. He kept
describing over and over again the
pain of a family eagerly awaiting their
father's return for Shabbos, and then
learning that he was lying in a hospi-
tal in critical condition. Though he
had only the man’'s Hebrew name,
which he had been given for the pur-
pose of davening, he did not go to
sleep until a haif dozen hospitals had
been called and the man located.
When he heard that the man’s condi-
tion had improved significantly, the
Rosh Yeshiva's simcha could not be
contained.

The Rosh Yeshiva had an unerring
sense of precisely what to say or do to
make people feel better. Once he went

to visit a terminally ill man whom he
had never met. In the course of the
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Even first-time phone
callers described the
experience of talking to
him as “like being
hugged on the phone.”
Callers did not feel at all
hurried, and the Rosh
Yeshiva insisted on
hearing every detail that
might be relevant.

visit, he picked up a siddurwhich the
man's young son had been awarded
for his davening. He read the inscrip-
tion in the siddur excitedly to the per-
son who had accomparded him. Then
he went over to the boy's picture on
the wall, hanging where the father
could see it, and said to the father,
“You must be so proud of him. Is he
here? Do you mind if I give him a
blessing?” Before he left, he also
asked the man whether he could talk
to his wife for a few minutes to en-
courage her.

Ababy was borm with severe inter-
nal problems requiring immediate
surgery. The surgery was scheduled
for the baby's third day. On that day,
the Rosh Yeshiva was travelling by
train from Manchester in the north to
Bournemouth in the south of En-
gland, via London. Arriving in the
London train station, he asked to be
taken immediately to the hospital so
that he could give encouragement to
the parents. He arrived just as the
parents learned, after a full day of
waiting, that the operation had been
postponed to the next day. The
infant's nerve-racked father went out
to the hospital lobby to catch his
breath just as the Rosh Yeshiva was
coming in. After recovering from the
comnpletely unexpected shock of see-
ing the Rosh Yeshiva, the father ex-
plained to the Rosh Yeshiva what had
happened. The Rosh Yeshiva's first
words were just what were required
to set the father at ease: “Baruch

Hashem; the Malach Raphael {the
Angel of Healing} was busy. Tomor-
row will be a better day.”

At the end of a very long day of re-
ceiving visitors, the last two people in
line were a recently widowed young
woman who had been left with sev-
eral small children, and her deceased
husband's sister, who was getting
married the next day. The kalla had
also lost her father. Addressing the
widow first, the Rosh Yeshiva told her
that he would like to give her children
a beracha and asked if she could
bring them the next day. Talking to
the obviously nervous kalla, he asked
her whether she would like him to
come to her wedding, and he took
down the address. Despite a
grandchild's Sheva Berachos the fol-
lowing night, the Rosh Yeshiva came
to the wedding at 11:00 p.m. Pande-
monium broke out when he entered,
as he was immediately surrounded
by a throng of excited yeshiva
bachurim. When the excitemert of his
arrival had abated temporarily, he
asked to talk to the overjoyed kalla
and her mother. The kalla kept re-
peating, “! knew the Rosh Yeshiva
would come! I just knew it!"

That inciden{ was typical of the
way the Rosh Yeshiva made himself
into a father to orphans. A young En-
glishman became a ba’'al teshuva in
Eretz Yisroel. Forced to return to En-
gland by his father's death. he found
his native city lacking in any substan-
tial religious community—an acute
shortcoming for a relatively recent
ba'al teshuva with no firm grounding
in Yiddishkeit. Someone recom-
mended that he discuss his situation
with the Manchester Rosh Yeshiva. At
their first meeting, the Rosh Yeshiva
suggested that he come to live in
Manchester, and told him, “You have
no father. So T will become your fa-
ther. And I'll take care of whatever you
need.”

Hashem Fulfills the Will
of Tzaddikim

Yeshiva, Rabbi Mattisyahu
Solomon, the Mashgiach of
Gateshead Yeshiva, drew the connec-
tion between his powerful empathy
with the suffering of other Jews and

I n his hesped (eulogy) for the Rosh
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the efficacy of his berachos. When
Hashern sees one of His tzaddikim in
pain, said Rabbi Solomon, He tries to
remove that pain. For that reason, the
intensity of pain that the Rosh Ye-
shiva felt at the suffering of other
Jews was often the vehicle for their
salvation. A bachur once told the
Rosh Yeshiva that he had been sick,
but had not told the Rosh Yeshiva be-
cause he did not wish to disturb him.
The Rosh Yeshiva replied, “The more
I share your fzar (pain), the faster
you'll get better.”

The thousands of Jews around the
world who had personal contact with
the Rosh Yeshiva were drawn not just
by his warmth but by the feeling that
his berachos would not go unan-
swered. A young kollel fellow whose
wife had just been diagnosed as hav-
ing a life-threatening disease went to
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, 731, for a
beracha. Reb Moshe told him, I can't
help you, but there is a Yid in
Manchester whom it is worth asking
for a beracha.”

Though the Rosh Yeshiva often
dismissed his blessings as just de-
signed to bring comfort or encourage-
menit {o the one being blessed, he ap-
parently knew better. He once told his
son that he had just received a visit
from a young couple who were hav-
ing problems with parnassa. His son
asked him what he had done for
them. The Rosh Yeshiva replied, with
a sense of assurance, "I gave them a
beracha.”

Many times the Rosh Yeshiva said
he did not know himself the reason
for the advice he gave. “My heart teils
me,” was as much as he would say,
although he did admit to a “gevaldige
siyata d’Shemaya.”

A brilliant bachur in Gateshead
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Yeshiva was critically ill with cancer
and not responding to treatment, His
parents went to the Rosh Yeshivawho
told them, “If you will makdish (dedi-
cate) him to learning, he will get bet-
ter.” The young man’s parents be-
lieved that the time had come for him
to start preparing to eamn a livelihood,
but in light of the desperate situation,
agreed to the Rosh Yeshiva's request.
Later on, when davening, the Rosh
Yeshiva was overheard saying,
“Ribbono Shel Olam, | promised!”
That same day, the specialist who
was handling the young man’s case

broke his leg and was replaced by a
less senior doctor. The second doctor
recommended a completely new
course of treatment, which was ulti-
mately successful. The bachur has
gone on to become a major talmid
chachamand raise a large family. That
story is just one of dozens like it.

A business associate of a ba’al
teshuva whom the Rosh Yeshiva
treated like a son was considering be-
coming shomer Shabbos, but was
concerned that he could not afford
the lost earnings from closing his
business on Shabbos. The Rosh Ye-

TTENTION RABBEIM & MORO

PARENTS WELCOME
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shiva asked him what his yearly in-
come was and assured him that he
would earn the same amount the fol-
lowing year without keeping his busi-
ness open on Shabbos. Early in the
morning of the man’s very first Shab-
bos, he was awakened by the door-
bell. Standing on his doorstep was a
policeman, who informed him that
his premises were on fire and that he
should come with him immediately.
At first the man panicked. But just
then, he later related, he had a vision
of the Rosh Yeshivd's face smiling and
wishing him a “Gut Shabbos,” That
vision calmed him, and he told the
policeman that he could not come
with him because it was Shabbos. It

J

subsequently turned out that a pile of
rags in an old wooden storage shed
beyond the back of the main building
had ignited, causing an immense
amount of smoke to spew forth, but
negligible damage.

DEATH WITH A KISS

f:l:"\he Rosh Yeshiva used to pray,
and ask others to pray for him,
that he maintain all his facul-
ties until his last moment. He fre-
quently expressed the hope that the
merit of helping others would protect
him from ever becoming dependent
on others.

During his last months, he worked
with undiminished zeal; he seemed to
have sensed his days were limited. In
a Wednesday night shiur he gave, two
days before his passing, he departed
from the regular topic to discuss
Olam Habba.... His daughter living in
America had been planning for a
while to come to England to visit her
father, but did not finalize arrange-
ments. She arrived in England, with

14

two of her children, the day before the
Rosh Yeshiva's pefira.

He seemed to be spurred to com-
plete whatever tasks he felt were left
to be done. He was very active in or-
ganizing protests against grave des-
ecrations in Jerusalem in the months
immediately preceding his petira.
And he made repeated calls to a
talmid in Jerusalem in his final weeks
to urge him to publish a letter of
Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman, in
which Reb Elchonon writes in the
name of the Chofetz Chaim that a boy
and girl should not meet for a
shidduch prior to everything having
been agreed to by the parents.

His mind functioned fully until the
very end. An hour before his fatal
stroke, he was still meeting with visi-
tors from abroad. His regular Erev
Shabbos callers noticed a slight shar-
ring of his speech, signalling the on-
set of the stroke, but even after one
side of his body was completely para-
lyzed, he still could signal to his
daughter to put the telephone away
for Shabbos.

The Rosh Yeshiva had a lifelong
dread of inconveniencing others. For
many years he shared a house with
his eldest daughter and son-in-law,
Rabbi Ehrentreu. The Rosh Yeshiva
had great respect for his son-in-iaw,
and he would go out of his way not to
trouble him. It was noted at the time,
that had the Rosh Yeshiva passed
away at home, his son-in-law—a
kohein—would have had to leave the
house. But just as he would have
wished, he passed away in the hospi-
tal shortly after having arrived by
ambulance.

The passing of every gadol leaves
his generation orphaned. But rarely
is the loss felt so personally as it was
at the passing of the Manchester
Rosh Yeshiva. As one talmid put it, “1
telephoned the Rosh Yeshiva every
week. Sometimes it was just to say
‘Gut Shabbos.’ Invariably, the Rosh
Yeshiva sent a beracha to the family.
I visited him whenever I could be-
cause | knew that one day he would
no longer be there. And when that
happened, I knew there would never
be anyone else who cared about me

as deeply as he did.”
It was a feeling shared by thou-
sands around the world. n
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LIFE’S

BASIC LESSON
IS HOWTO

Each day of life, the Creator gives
us @ suitcase — a 24-hour time con-
tainer fo be filled as we will. One of the
essential lessons we teach our children
is how to pack those suitcases. Filled
with mitzvos, learning, acts of friend-
ship and kindness, each suitcase
becomes a precious bundle, an appro-
priate use of the priceless gift of time.

The same suitcase, however, can
be filled with the giggles and gawks of
a morning with Bugs Bunny or an
evening with The Simpsons. The con-
tents, a tangle of ephemeral fuff, will
evaporate before the day is out. Those
days add up — to nothing. As Henry
David Thoreau stated, “You cannot kill
fime without injuring eternity.”

As Jews, we heed the words of the
Chofetz Chaim. “Those who claim fime
is money are wrong,” he said. “Time is
fife.” It is the raw material of which our
fife is made, the material Hashem gives
vs to fabricate into mitzvos and chesed.
That is our job on earth,

Yet, our children get a different
message. When they are allowed entry

into the inane world of toy and snack-

#4 IN A SERIES ON JEWISH PARENTING.

PACK WISELY

food commercials, cartoons and
sitcoms, they learn that this is o legiti-
mate use of their time, that there's
nothing better they could be doing.
And, as parents, we put our seal of
approval on the lessons taught to them
by such sages as The Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turfles.

WHAT YOUR CHILDREMN

WILL LEARN THIS YEAR

Television is its own form of dep-
rivation. It depletes the hours available
for active play, where children develop
social skills and character; for conversa-
tion, where they learn self-expression, a
sense of humor, a sense of self; for the
feeling of achievement that comes from
mastering a musical instrument or skill;
for the vigor and health that comes from
sports; for the feeling of self-esteem that
comes from helping around the house.

Instead, your children will learn

self-grafification and to devalue others.

AET NO_PARTICLE OF TIME
FALL USELESS
# each minute of the day were a
dollar, the waste would be patently

obvious fo anyone. The minutes, and
how we teach our children to use them,
do count,

“He that hopes hereafter to look
back with satistaction upon past years
must learn to know the present value of
single minutes, and endeavor to let no
particle of time fall useless to the
ground,” said a famous American
writer and philosopher.

Jewish parents pray for children
who will lead fulfilling lives filled with
meaningful accomplishments. 1 is our
dearest hope that each of them will bring
a special light into the world, that their
“suitcases” will contain the deeds the
Creator most freasures.

Yet, set before a television, they are
headed in the oppesite direction, in
danger of passing through life virtually
empty-handed.

COMMITTEE FOR
CONCERNED PARENTS

For additional informamion send for the cassette, “How fo Breuk Free from V. Please enclose 53 {including postage ond
handiing) to: Mr. Avi Shulman, Chairman, Committee for Concerned Parents, Room 3300, 39 Broadway, New York, NY 10006,

The above ad, one in a series, was prepared by the Committee for Concerned Porents, on ad-hoc committee of leading Jewish educalors.




PARENTS AND SCHOOLS-—
MUTUALLY DEPENDENT,
MUTUALLY ENRICHING

very Jewish child has the in

born right, the Divine privilege

and the inherent need for the
D'var Hashem{word of G-d), whether
he or she was born into a shomrei
mitzva family, or not.

The Torah entrusts the teaching of
Yiddishieit to father and mother, but
even the best of parents cannot do a
complete job and carry out their sa-
cred mandate without a Torah school
and capable Torah teachers. Parents
who expect the best kind of education
for their sons and daughters can do
very little without the proper school.
Yet even the best school will accom-
plish next to nothing without the co-
operation of the parents. A day
school, a Yeshiva or Bais Yaakov
School can impart knowledge and, if

The above article is based on excerpts from an ad-
dress by Rabbi Shimon Schwab, R0, Rav of
K'hal Adath Jeshurun of Washinglon Heights,
N.Y., delivered at the 1993 National Convention of
Torah Umesorah, the National Society for Hebrew
Day Schools.
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it is a good school, the rebbe’im and
mechanchimand mechanchos (teach-
ers} could and should serve as role
models inspiring their students with
yiras Shamayim and middos tovos,
but only as long as the parents do not
interfere. If they do, the most devoted
mechanech or mechaneches is ren-
dered helpless and his or her influ-
ence borders on impotence. There is
an oft-quoted saying: “One flippant
remark can negate a hundred words
of reproof’™—meaning in our case,
that one off-color joke, one foul and
unclean word, one apikorsische re-
mark from the mouth of father or
mother can undo hundreds of hours
of Torah learning and inspiration to-
wards yiras Shamayim. Unfortu-
nately, not all parents are equipped
with the requisite knowedge to help
their children, nor are they all sensi-
tive to what should be said and what
utterances would best be left unsaid.

What we urgently need. then, is to
add a new dimension to our chinuch
system, that we may call, for lack ofa
better term, Chinuch Hahorimme—par -
enis’ education.

A SYLLABUS FOR
THE FRUM FAMILY

or the sake of clarity, we first

must differentiate between

children from Torah-observant
families, and those who were not
born to that privilege. As far as _frum
parents are concerned, their educa-
tion would entail the following
agenda, (advancing from the simple
to the more complicated):
Number 1. A shiur for fathers once a
week to prepare them to farherr, or
examine, their sons on the blatt
Gemora and/or the parsha of
Churmnashthat they are studying. The
same applies to the Mishnayos and
Nachthat they currently are studying
in school.
Nuwmber 2. It is most essential that a
series of shiurim for parents in the
halachos of mitzvos shebein adam
I'chavetro {interpersonal commmands)
be scheduled. The bookstores are full
of excellent seforim in Hebrew and
English that could be recommended.
such as Kitzur Hilchos Lashon Hora,
by Rabbi Kalman Krohn, or Halichos
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Olam—Kitzur Dinim Bein Adam
L’Chaveiro, by Rabbi Avrohom
Ehrman, and Rabbi Zelig Pliskin's
classic books, among many others.
Number 3. The syllabus should in-
clude a friendly, but soul-stirring
mussar shmuess once a week on
such subjects as Emes vs. Shekker,
Halkoras Hatov vs. Ingratitude, the
various aspects of gemillus chessed,
and the avoidance of lashon hora
{gossip} and sinas chinam {baseless
hatred). Most imnportant, parents
should periodically hear divrei
hisorerus (inspirational talks) to help
them develop a reverential attitude
towards limud haTorah (Torah study)
and lomdei haTorah{Torah students);
hisorerus to yiras Shamayim in gen-
eral, and kavonas hatefilla (the mean-
ing of prayer) in particular. If fathers
and mothers rise to a higher level of
spirituality, it canmot fail to rub off on
their children.

Number 4. The most complicated
subject in this syllabus is the science
of “parenting”: how to be parents.
This means instruction by an expert
on pedagogy, who will impart the
skills and share the wisdom needed
to become understanding parents to
one's children. Remember, these
shiurim, or lectures, are recom-
mended for frum families. The result
would be a generation of respectful,
courteous children, without chutzpa,
without arrogance. As we said before,
this is only one side of the picture.

FOR FAMILIES OF MORE
MODERN BENT

completely different approach
Ai: required for fathers and
others who are either igno-

rant of Torah altogether, which is
usually not their own fault, and for
parents who may call themselves
“Modern Orthodox,” ranging from

those who just abhor the black-hat-

These shiurim, or lectures,
are recommended for
frum families. The result
would be a generation of
respecfoL courteous
children, without chutzpa,
without arrogance.

ted “Yeshivishe” atmnosphere, to those
who are filled with doubts on emuna
in general, and on emunas
chachamimin particular, and whose
minds are infected with attitudes that
are alien to the concept of da’as To-
raf.

While the first type of chinuch
hahorim, geared for frum parents,
should be under the tutelage of a
talmid chacham, the second type,
which we are discussing now, calls
for a competent, experienced kiruy

E)

Supervised activities for older teens.
Comparably priced to over-night
camps in the mountains,

Under the dynamic direction
of special educator
D'vora Zelman.

On the Gr

A summer in Istrael of camping and touring for
s a select group of frum girls ages 10-18

6 Weeks of 22 Exciting Tours, Drama, Music, Danée\;% T
Aris & Crafts, Conversational Hebrew & Daily Shiurim,

On Campus: Waterpark, Large Pools, Water Siides,
Dairy Farm, Petting Zoo, Sports Field & More!

Ij%? EVERY GIRL’S DREAM...

ounds of Beautiful Kibbutz Chofetz Chaim

CAMP BNOS CHOFETZ CHAIM

623 Cortelyou Rd., Brookiyn, NY = Phone 718-282-6350, 718-941-5500

Featuring:
The Only
‘Kosher’

Waterpark

In The World
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professional, who must be a ben To-
rah also, and a strong yorei
Shamayim, but also must be imbued
with unlimited savlonus {patience},
and possess a heart overflowing with
ahavgas Yisroel

This second type of parental in-
struction would begin with the teach-
ing of basic halachos of Shabbos, Yo
Tov, Kashrus, and so forth. This
would be followed by discussions on
fundamental hashkafos, such as To-
rah min Hashamayim, s’char v'onesh
{Divine reward and purishment), Yud
Gimmel Ikrim (Rambants Thirteen
Principles of Faith), and so forth.
Thirdly, it should include rudiments
of actual Torah learning, which
means portions of Kitzur Shulchan
Aruch, Parshas Hashovua, some
Mishnayos, and so on.

REACHING FOR NEW HORIZONS

rl .'\his syllabus probably sounds
too ambitious to be taken seri-
ously. It means that every ye-
shiva, or every Jewish Day School
would have to add a “Parents’ Depart-
ment” to its structure—most prob-
ably in the form of evening sessions.
And the staff would include a profes-
sional “Parent Outreach Coordina-
tor,” ranking equally in importance to
the rabbe'im and the principal, with
the primary assignment of working
with parents. Parents Outreach isin-
deed a new horizon. Concern would
reach beyond the school days of the
week. Very often, parents would be
invited, together with their children,
to join faculty members or Outreach
Professionals for Shabbos meals. it
would also mean that the school have
a hand in selecting summer camps
for their students. And it would entail
similar efforts to win the parents over
to a commitment to Torah, especially
employing personal visits to the par-
ents, and an ongoing contact with
them on a one-to-one basis.
Everybody knows that this is a
strange world in which we live.
Among other things, we are part of a
generation in which, on the one hand,
parents lose their children, ', as we
read in the Tochacha: “You will have
children, but they will not belong to
you.” On the other hand, we have the
very opposite situation in which chil-
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dren excel over thelr parents in Torah
knowledge and dikduk bamitzvos
(care in mitzpa performance). We all
know that the parents of our genera-
tion have lost much of the authority
that the senior generation took for
granted when we were young. And
very often children have gained power
and influence over their parents, con-
trary to our experience in the past.
This new shifi of power need not be
an unmitigated disaster. For argu-
ment's sake, if a child refuses to join
his parents in viewing television, the | |
parents will eventually have to the | |
pull the plug from the klei mashchis
{destructive influence) for the sake of
the child's company. If children
refuse to enter a shul that lacks a
proper mechitza, the parents, albeit
reluctantly, will give in eventually, L J
But this is only feasible if the parents
are systematically disengaged from ""St er ungm
their ingrained attachment to their
assimilated lifestyles, and from the

distorted ideas that they constantly For information ﬂS pil’i n 8 & POWQ r [Ul
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THE REFERRAL

he most recent attempt at
T shadchanus (matchmaking)

has failed. It wasn't that far off
the mark—they did meet each other
twice—but the “chemistry” wasn't
there.

Now it is time to report back to the
middleman, the shadchan. The single
persen is asked for feedback on the
shidduch {match).

“Thank you very much,” comes the
reply. “I really do appreciate your ef-
forts on my behalf. But... it's just not
for me.”

The shadchan sighs deeply and
audibly. The shadchan tries, unsuc-
cessfully to elicit more details. Then
the shadchan tries a different ap-
proach, reviewing the mailos {advan-
tages) of this particular shidduch. At
the end, the answer is the same; “Just
not for me.”

In exasperation, the shadchan
launches into the all-too-familiar
mussar shmuess, which goes some-
thing like this.

“You know, (fill in first
name of single person), you're not get-
ting any yvounger. The longer you
wait, the less choice you will have.
What are you waiting for, anyway?
Are you looking for perfection? That
just doesn't exdst. You don't need per-
fection to be happy. My {fill in
“husband” or “wife,” as indicated} has
plenty of faults. But we're still happy
together. Are you expecting to see
stars or hear bells? That's totally un-
realistic. You know that (il in
name of mutual friend who just got
engaged) was even ready to call things
off after the first date, and look how
well things worked out.

“I really hate to tell you this, and 1
know you'll probably be angry with
me for saying it, but... I think you're
just too picky. If you ever hope to get
married, you're going to have tolearn
to settle. If you don't, you may never
get married, chas v'shalom.”

Dr. Wikler is a psychotherapist and family coun-
selor in private practice. He lives in Brooklyn, New
York. This essay is based on a presentation made
by the author to a chabura of Rabbonim,
Mashgichim and Kollel Yungerieit in August "83.
This chaburawas described in detail in “Rabbortint
and Psychotherapists: Allles or Adversaries,” JO,
April '91.

20

Dr. Meir Wikler

psychother ﬂp/sf sﬁm e

growing
older \lllQ’/(’& inour .
(()IIII}III]H/)’ o

The single person now bites a lip
or cleriches a fist behind his or her
back. Aweak smile is forced to appear
and some pseudo appreciation is ex-
pressed, before the single person re-
treats to lick the wounds that were
just inflicted.

Deep, gut-wrenching, soul-
searching follows, often in the com-
pany of a close friend, equally vicim-
ized by the singles’ scene. Sometimes,
the friend is married and offers a dif-
ferent perspective, in addition to
heavy-duty empathy.

“Is there really something wrong
with me?” the single person asks.
“Am I really too picky? Am [ looking
for the wrong things or in the wrong
places? Am I unrealistic? Am I asking
for too much? It has gotten to the
peoint where I just don't know any-
more! Maybe I should just ‘settle’ and
get it all over with! At least then I'd be
able to feel that my life s moving on.
Maybe I don't have enough bitachon

(trust in Hasherm)? Maybe I should
Just trust in hashgacha (Providence)
and marry the next half-way normal
shidduch that comes along? I used to
think I was normal and that I just
hadn’t met the right one yet. But now
I'm not so sure. Tell me, honestly,
what do you think I should do at this
point?”

The friend is overwhelmed with the
dilermma, and even more so with the
heavy responsibility placed on his or
her shoulders. A long, agonizing
pause follows. Then, the friend re-
sponds in a halting voice, filled with
hesitancy and apprehension.

“I don’t know, {fill in the
name of single person); I just don't
know. I hear what you're going
through.1_________ (filin “went” or
“am going,” as appropriate} through
the exact same thing. I know just
what you're talking about. But ! sim-
ply don't know what to tell you.
Maybe you should discuss this with
someone more objective? Maybe you
should see a professional?”

Weeks or even months pass. The
hitter pill is avoided, and then, finally
swallowed. The single person thinks,
“Well I've tried everything else. I sup-
pose I might as well try this, too.” In-
quiries are made. The professional is
called. An appointment is scheduled.

THE INITIAL CONSULTATION

e single person comes to the

I initial consultation loaded with

intense, mixed feelings of ea-
gerness and anxiety. Hoping for as-
sistance and fearing disappointment,
the single person takes a seat in the
office.

The professional begins with a few
words of small talk and then poses
the obvious question. “What can I
help you with?"

The single person does not answer
right away. Some background infor-
mation is provided, supposedly asan
introduection. In reality, the single
person is testing the waters by as-
sessing the professional's empathy.
Some of the events and much of the
feelings that precipitated the call for
an appointment are presented. Now
the single person is ready to answer
the question posed at the outset.

“Maybe I have the wrong idea
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about what you can do. But what |
really want is for you to help me get
married. Everything I've tried already
obviously hasn’'t worked. I've at-
tended singles’ events, even though
I've hated them. I've gone to public
lectures and I've even contacted pro-
fessional shadchanim. Nothing has
worked for me.

“One friend suggested that I take
courses to improve my job skills and
advance my career. I've done that.
Another friend suggested I circulate
more for Shabbos and Yom Tovmeals.
1 do that now, too, It seems that
people are always suggesting some
new method or approach that I
haven’t tried. Since [ am sincerely ea-
ger to get married and I don't want to
appear unmotivated, I usually try to
implement whatever reasonable ad-
vice I am offered.

“Recently, a friend recommended
that I meet with you. To be quite hon-
est, I dor't really see how this is sup-
posed to help. But frankly, I'm so des-
perate that 'm willing to try almost
anything. At first I felt a bit insulted
at the very idea. But after a while, 1
thought to myself, ‘Why not? What
have I got to lose?” So I called you, and
that's why I'm here.”

NEGOTIATING THE CONTRACT

henever someone meets

with a psychotherapist,

there should be full and ex-
plicit agreement upon the goal of the
therapy. No successful cutcome can
be achieved if either party has a fuzzy
notion of how the treatment goal is to
be defined. Ideally, a clear definition
of the problem to be addressed
should be agreed upon in the very
first session, The negotiation around
just how the problem is defined rep-
resents the first, and often the most
crucial stage of the treatment pro-
cess.

After validating the single person’'s
feelings of stress, loneliness and pro-
found frustration with shadchanim,
shidduchim, and humanity at large,
the therapist begins the process of
negotiating the definition of the prob-
lem to be solved. Therapists call this
process, “negotiating the contract.”

“I'mnot really sure that getting you
married, per se, is something we can
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S there really

something wrong with
me?” the single person
asks. “Am | really too
picky2 Am [ looking for
the wrong things or in
the wrong places? Am
| unrealistic® Am | ask-
ing for too much? It has
gotten to the point
where | just don’t know
anymore! Maybe |
should just ‘seftle” and
get it all over with!”

work on. After all, just getting married
is something you could do yourself,
right now. But what you're really af-
ter is getting happily married. To
achieve that requires the input from
someone else whorn neither of us has
met.”

The single person then asks the
understandable next question. “Well,
does that mean that I made a mistake
in coming... that there is really noth-
ing you can do for me?”

The therapist then proposes a
more realistic contract. “A happy
marriage is a goal that is not totally
within our control. It would be frus-
trating for both of us to try towork to-
wards such a goal. It would be as if
you and I were to agree to change
your mother.” {Single person laughs,
nervously here.) it might be possible,
but it would be awfully difficuit.

“So I prefer to work on things
which are more within your control,
For example, we might try to see if

1

there is anything in your life now that
is holding you back from getting mar-
ried; any obstacle. Or, we might re-
view together what steps you could
take to improve your dating style,
manner and attitude. Those are goals
which could help, but would not
guarantee your getting married. But
at the very least, your chances of get-
ting married might be improved and
we would be working toward more re-
aligtic, attainable goals.”

For some, the process ends here.
‘When they hear that marriage itself is
not an acceptable goal for therapy,
their interest dries up like freshly cut
grass. These people, of course, are
told, “Since marriage has eluded you
thus far, perhaps we should examine
why.” Nevertheless, their minds are
not changed, and they do not return.

For others, the contract is success-
fully negotiated to address a realistic
goal. The following case vignettes il-
histrate just what can, at times, in-
terfere with getting married, and just
what can happen when those barri-
ers are removed.

The shidduchim problems illus-
trated by these four cases are not
unique to “older” singles, but are
found at all age levels. For some,
these problems do not interfere with
becoming engaged and getting mar-
ried. For others, such as the individu-
als described below, these problems
do impede the process of getting mar-
ried.

{While the material presented here
is drawn from real life cases, it must
be emphasized that considerable ef-
fort has been made to disguise the
identifying characteristics, so that the
true identities of these individuals are
adequately concealed. If the reader
suspects that he recognizes the true
identity of any of these cases, it is
probably an indication of the wide-
spread nature of these issues rather
than a poor job of camouflage.)

Benny

lthough Benny was mildly
depressed, that was not his
eason for seeking help. In
fact, his symnptoms were not even suf-
ficient to warrant a diagnosis of de-
pression. Rather, at 33, Benny was
“not getting any younger” and he
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wanted help in getting married. Benny
readily accepted the therapist's pro-
posal during the initial consultation.
The contract was negotiated amicably,
and Benny agreed to work on discov-
ering what stood in his way.

Benny was a former yeshiva
bachurwho was working at a steady,
but low-paying civil service job. "T1l
look for sormething better,” Benny as-
sured his therapist, just as soon as |
get engaged.”

Changing jobs, however, wasn't
the only thing that Benny was putting
on hold. His therapist scon discov-
ered that Benny planned to update
his wardrobe, improve his personal
hygiene and grooming, and increase
his evening sedarim with chavrusas,
“just as soon as | get engaged.”

The therapist pointed out to Benny
how self-defeating his postponement
of these self-improvements really
was. “Maybe if you started these
projects now instead of waiting, you'll
be able to upgrade your shidduch ap-
peal.”

That was easier said than done.
But Benny applied himself diligently
to the task, and with the gentle but

firm support of his therapist, he did
manage to increase his learning
schedule, improve his appearance,
and even land a better job. He met
Shulamis a year and a half after en-
tering therapy and they are very hap-
pily married, today.

Rochel

t the initial consultation, 26
Aj;ear—old Rochel practically de-
ied having any problems.
Why, then, had she come? Rochel
made a half-hearted gesture to ex-
plain by saying something about
wanting to learn more about herself.
As a graduate student in the mental
health field, this seemed plausible
enough.

Eventually, her true agenda
emerged, which was to finally “get
married, already!” As with her real
motives for entering therapy, her true
feelings about her troubled childhood
did not surface right away. It took
Rochel a good four months to really
trust her therapist, whom she repeat-
edly tested in creative and often an-

noying ways.

The therapist never agreed to help
Rochel get married. But they did
agree to examine the nature of her re-
lationships more closely.

Rochel's parents, especially her fa-
ther, had been somewhat emotionally
abusive. Rochel resented her father
for the abuse but also adored him for
the good times they had shared when
Rochel was growing up. This attrac-
tion/distrust conflict was often
played out with the shidduchim
Rochel met. it was even replicated in
her feelings towards her therapist.

After a year of intense “hot and
cold” therapy Rochel learned a lot
about herself. She learned, for ex-
ample, how she often treated men
with the same ambivalent feelings
she had towards her father. She even
learned to recognize and eventually
stop some of her provocative behav-
ior, such as her tendency towards
sarcasm and barbed criticisin. As a
result, her relationships with
shidduchimbecame less turbulent. In
addition, her feelings toward her
therapist began to include more even
tones of grey, and less black and
white.

IASTRIBUTED BY TASM TOVEOONPRODUCTS BROOKEYN N Y. 1110y
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single
person comes to the
initial consultation
loaded with intense,
mixed feelings of ea-

gerness and anxiety.
Hoping for assistance
and fearing disap-
pointment, the single
person takes a seat in
the office.

Rochel felt that she had gained
enough and the therapist supported
her decision to end treatment. He did
not hear from her again until she
called for a joint appointment with
Michel, an accountant to whom
Rochel was seriously considering be-
coming engaged. During that session,
the therapist needed only to sirike a
few familiar chords which Rochel rec-
ognized immediately. Three months
later, the therapist schepped nachas
as a guest at Rochel and Michel's
chasana (wedding).

Shlomo

hlomo’s friends considered
him to be a very funny guy. In
fact, most of Shlomo's friends
from home and in yeshiva cited his
sense of humor as one of Shlomo's
most endearing qualities. The jokes,
however, were a mask covering low
self-esteern, feelings of inadequacy,
hopelessness, and even depressios.
At the initial consultation, Shlomo,
31, reported that he was having diffi-
- culty with shidduchim; he didn't re-
ally know why, nor did he care, All he
wanted was to get married so that he
could “be like all of my friends.”
Shlomo was quick to point out that
the consultation was not his own
idea. A married friend had suggested
it. "Why do you suppose that your
friend thinks therapy is the solution
for you?” the therapist asked,
It was only later, towards the end
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SARA SCHENIRER
SEMINARY

entering its 29th year, is nleased to announce that

Registration
for the 1994-95 (5755) School Year is in progress for the

INTENSIVE SEMINARY

Half Day Seminary and Residence Hall
under the direction and leadership of the Menaheles
Rebetzin Malka Paretzky

Sara Schenirer Teachers Seminary is frequently asked to
respond to the following inquiries — our responses follow:

» What is the composition of your student body?
A portion of our students are graduates of Bais Yaakov schools in New York City.
The other portion are graduates of various Bais Yaakov or equivatent schools
across the United States, Canada and occasionally overseas. All are highly
committed to seif-development in Midos and Yiras Shomayim, which represent
the goals of cus Seminary. We seek further, to create an inspired young lady whe
will serve her family and her people with the proper priorities in Torgh Ethics.

* Do youn have living arrangements in the neighborhood?
We have maintained a Residence Dorm continuously for the past 22 years, offering
food, Jodging, and a warm atmosphere. Itis a 3 minute watk from the schoof, and
is very reasonably priced.

» Can { train for other skills while attending Seminary?
The immediate neighborhood provides the most successiul iraining schools
availabte for the religious student in computers, business skills and other areas.

« Can I attend the Institute for Special Education in conjunction with my
Seminary studies?

Yes, and our Seminary studenis are given prefetentiai selection when applying.

 Is the neighborhood a safe one?
While wa beseach the protection of Hashem Yisborach everywhare, Boro Parkand,
specifically, the area of the school at its center, provide a safe, populated, and
dynamic atrrosphere of Yiddishkeit, unequaled anywhere in the United States.

+ Will 1 benefit even if 1 do not intend to become a teacher?
A full, vibrant program is offered with the goal of building Torah values, and

creating @ woman of conscience, while providing the opportunity to train for a
teaching career as well,

» What degree is offered upon completion, and do you accept credit
earned elsewhere?

Sara Schenirer Seminary accepts prior credits from a recognized Seminaty
program, and confers upon graduates its own widely recognized certificate and a
Torah Umesorah Teachers license.

+ Is financial aid available?
Financial aid is readily available to efigible students.

Rabbi Michael Meisels, Dean

Graduates of high school and those returning from Eretz Yisroel are
invited to inquire. Applicants may enter the second year program.
Sarah Schenirer Seminary
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of the hour that Shlomo hesitatingly
quoted his friend who sometimes
chided Shlomo for his self-effacing
one-liners, even if they were hilarious.
The therapist quickly negotiated
the contract with Shiomo to directly
address his hopelessness, and not
his spouselessness. Shlomo reluc-
tantly agreed as he was finding the
depression unacceptable, at times.
Shlomo became highly motivated
to get to the bottom of why he was so
often morose, albeit in an entertain-
ing way. “I make them laugh,” he con-
fided. “But inside, I'm crying.”
Shlomo really threw himseH into
the therapy by doing all the “home-
work” suggested by the therapist.
Each session was amply filled with
the fruits of Shiomo’s efforts in be-
tween sessions, By the tirne Shiomo
ended therapy, not only had he con-
quered his bouts of depression, he
had even reconciled his ties with his
parents, from whom he had grown
somewhat alienated in recent years.
The main reason Shlomo ended
therapy was not the progress he had
achieved. He was going to learn in a
yeshiva in Eretz Yisroel He did prom-
ise to keep in touch whenever he re-
turned to the States for a visit.
Shlomo kept his promise six months
later when he called his therapist
with the besura tova {good news) of
his engagement.

Chana

om the initial consultation it
F:vas clear that Chana, 29, had
had a deeply troubled child-
hood. Not the least of her misfortune
was the fact that her mother was
niftar when Chana was only seven
years old. Because of her mother’s
passing, Chana's father could not
keep her and her stblings at home. So
she went to live with a maternal aunt,
then her grandparents, then a neigh-
bor.... You get the picture.

Now, various members of the com-
munity were trying to help Chana get
married. They were arranging
shidduchim without much success.
After a few years, the lady with whom
Chana boarded recommended
therapy.

At the initial consultation, Chana
was brought to tears as she spoke of
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how eagerly she wanted “to build her
own bayis ne’eman b’Yisroel” After
what she had been through as a
child, Chana felt terribly impatient
with the snail’s pace of the
shidduchim process for her.

With Chana, the contract was ne-
gotiated to deal with her blatantly low
self-esteemn. She readily admitted
“never liking herself,” and she was

]

now. S if you move up the timetable
on your self improvement plans, you
just may shorten the time you have
left heing single.

2. Don't expect marriage to differ
greatly from other relationships
you've had. If your relationships with
others have been conflicted, tense, or
chaotic, correcting that now will only
help you handle yourself better with

hont.......

on hold until you get en-

gaged. If it will be worth
doing then, chances are
it's worth doing now.

eager to try to build her self-confi-
dence. Even before therapy, Chana
had enough insight to understand
that nothing attacks the self-esteem
of a child more than impermanence
and insecurity. How could she feel
good about herself after having been
shunted arcund as she had?

Chana’s treatment, therefore, did
not involve a lengthy process of un-
covering and analyzing feelings to
promote insight. Instead, Chana and
her therapist worked on more task-
oriented solutions to her self-esteem
problemn. Under the therapist’'s pa-
tient tutelage, Chana's seif-confi-
dence blossomed, gradually. At first,
only Chana could recognize the
change. Then her landlady also no-
ticed the improvement. Eventually,
even her posture reflected her new
self-esteem. Instead of always slump-
ing over and looking at her lap when
she spoke, she was now able to sit up
straight and make eye-contact.

It was then that Chana met
Mendel. They hit it off immediately
and became engaged in less than two
months. Although Mendel had been
informed of Chana's therapy and
even approved of it, Chana decided to
terminate her therapy after the wed-
ding. From the few lines she adds at
the bottom of her annual New Year's
cards to her therapist, it is clear that
Chana and Mendel remain happily
married to this day.

THERAPY IS NOT NECESSARY

hile it may be obvious to
everyone, it must still be
emphasized here that older

single people are not always at fault
for their unmarried status. Those
whose Shidduchim options have been
narrowed by major iliness, or familial
defects, for example, should never as-
sume full responsibility for their dif-
ficulties in getting married. Clearly,
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some conditions are well beyond the
control of the individuals involved.

For this reason, therapy is not nec-
essary or even appropriate for ali
single people eager to find their
basherte. Nevertheless, there are
many things that all singles can learn
from those who have sought therapy
for help in getting maurried. Based on
the experience of those people de-
scribed here, as well as many others,
the following advice could help turn
at least some older singles into young
marrieds.

1. Don't put your life on: hold until
you get engaged. If it will be worth do-
ing then, chances are it's worth doing

H.C. $8.95
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3. Dor't ignore depression, anxi-
ely, hopelessness, low self-esteem, or
feelings of inadequacy. They may in-
terfere markedly with your ability to
put your best foot forward on a date.
If they are temporary and transitory,
they should be ignored. But if they
linger, they should be taken care of so
that you can then move on to build

ut aren't there some older
singles who are still unmmar-
ried only because they are
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the minor human flaws in the
shidduchim they meet? Isn't that re-
ally the main reason so many of these
older singles are still unmarried?

It is unfair to lJump all singles who
appear “too picky” into one pile. Fur-
thermore, it is inaccurate to point {o
this careful scrutiny as a cause. It is
rather a symptom of one of two con-
ditions.

1. Concerned Caution: As cvery
parent knows, children generally be-

come more cautious as they grow
older and mature. The recldessness
and irresponsibility of childhood gives
way to improved judgement, as chil-
dren grow up. This process continues
throughout Jife. The impulsive busi-
ness or career decisions a young man
makes, for example, are not nearly as
carefully planned as the more
thought-out moves made by his se-
nior colleagues.

The same is true regarding deci-

unfair to

lump all singles who

appear “too picky”
into one pile. Further-

more, it is inaccurate to
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ence naturally produce increased
caution and concern for possible
negative consequences which a
younger person would never con-
sider. This caution normally tends to
increase with age. It is for this reason,
for example, that car insurance pre-
miums are lower for drivers over 24
years of age than for those under 24.
Insurance companies have studied
collision statistics and know that
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their increased maturity. That is in-
evitable and unavoidable. But itisnot
a cause for alarm. When the right
person comes along, they may re-
quire additional support “to go
through with it,” or “to have more
bitachon” instead of being overly anx-
ious about financial matters, but they
can and do get married. After all,
many single people were considered
“too picky”... until they got married.
Then people said that they were “just
waiting for their basherte.”

2. Hidden Hindrances: Caution
can be taken too far. At times, older
single people are ruling out
shidduchim for very minor flaws, or
seermingly insignificant reasons. To
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their friends and family, these singles
appear to be “too picky.” In these
cases, more than discretion is at
work. Here, what appears as “picky”
on the surface is only a symptom of
some other obstacle to marriage.

For example, someone may be liv-
ing at home and finding the separa-
tion from parents too threatening, for
one reason or another. Perhaps he or
she has it too easy at home. Or,
maybe the parents are not ready to
allow their child to achieve the ulti-
mate independence of marriage. In
either case, the child may manifest
this unreadiness for marriage
through "being too picky.” When this
happens, no mussar shmuess about
“being more realistic” will be helpful.
When being too picky is a symptom
of some other underlying hindrance
to marriage, addressing the symptom
will not accomplish anything, In such
cases, like those presented above, the
underlying obstacles will have to be
identified first and then removed be-
fore the single person can success-
fully move on into marriage.

At this point, the reader may be
wondering “How can I tell whether my
friend/relative is too picky because of
a concerned caution or hidden hin-
drances?

The answer is that it is often ex-
tremely difficult to make that distine-
Hon accurately. For this reason it is
usually best left for those ba'alei eitza
{sages, veteran advisors) who have
the experience and da’as Torah to dif-
ferentiate between these two catego-

ries.

Ithe reason why an older single is
too picky, can you still be helpful?

You most certainly can help by follow-

ing these practical guidelines.

1. Accusing older single people of
being “too picky” is never helpful.
Even if they are, they won't stop just
because you point it out. It is often
heard as an attack, and wounds
deeply.

2. Dorr't hesitate to point out bar-
riers that you see which are hinder-
ing the single person from getting
married. Just because you see themn
clearly does not mean they are so ob-

HOW YOU CAN HELP

f you cannot accurately diagnose

vious to the single person him- or
herself.

3. Don't expect the single person to
open up to you simply because you
make yourself available. Older single
people have the same right as anyone
else to choose with whom they share
their private concerns and feelings.

]

4. Show them a copy of this article.
It just may help them take more re-
sponsibility for their situation and
take more control over their lives. If
they do, you may be pleasantly sur-
prised one day with a phone call that
begins, “Es kumpt mir a Mazel Tou (I
get a Mazel Tov...V" n

H.C. §16.95
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PINEAPPLES AND
CANDLESTICKS

ne of the best phone conver-

sations I've ever had is one in

which most of the time. I just
sat there in stunned silence with my
mouth hanging open, listening to a
woman I'd never met and whose
name | don’t recall. A friend of mine
had given me her number because at
the time I was writing an article about
the Jewish mother, and was looking
for people who had something to say
on the subject. “She’ll have some-
thing to say,” my friend told me.

My friend was right.

“The Jewish mother?” this woman
began without hesitation. “Yes, I'll tell
you about the Jewish mother. The fu-
ture of our peopleisin her hands. The
problem with the education being
given ba'alei teshuva today is that the
women's yeshivos don’t teach their
students how to build a Jewish home.
The Jewish hoine is the foundation of
Yiddishkeit. Without that there is
nothing.”

The latter part of her statement
has, of course, been pointed out
many times by many people, and is
undeniable: the Jewish home is in-
deed the foundation of Torah kfe, and

Sarah Shapiro, a published author who lives in
Jerusalem, is a frequent contributor to these
pages. She edited Of Home and Heart, a Judaiscope
anthology of articles on women's issues published
Jjointly by ArtScroll and The Jewish Observer.
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any weakness in its transmission
from one generation to the next will
be a weakness in the transmission of
Torah itself. What she said about the
yeshivos, however, struck me as
wishful thinking. I was about to won-
der aloud if these institutions could
really expect to accomplish academi-
cally what should ideally be a family's
Hving its tradition. But my voice had
already wilted, simply by virtue of the
supreme self-assurance of hers.

“What's the essence of the Jewish
home?” she was saying. “Shabbos.
Have you ever been at the home of a
ba’al teshuva for Friday night din-
ner?” (I was about to say that yes, as
a matter of fact I...) "Now | have a
neighbor, she’s just wonderful, a very
sweet person and an excellent neigh-
hor, you couldn't ask for hetter. But
she invited us over for the meal a few
months ago and on her table she
didn't even have a white tablecloth.
Pink, or light blue. Ich veis, 1 forget
which. And the menu! Forget about
maizo balls. Even chicken soup, for-
get it. She served vegetable soup, on
Friday night! It tasted good, she's a
good cook, but it sure wasn't Shab-
bos. This was not a Shabbos dinner.
And the chicken! ! couldn’t believe it
when she brought it out. Hawaiian
pineapple! On Friday night!”

i was speechless,

“My mother came from Hungary,
and so did my grandmother. They
gave me something, something so

!

precious, something more vatuable
by far than my great-grandmother’s
gold candlesticks, and believe me,
they gave me those, too... those are a
treasure—they go a long way to cre-
ating the atmosphere of Shabbos. But
what my mother gave me, what my
bubby gave me, was Shabbos itself.
No matter what else happens in life,
this beauty is uniike any other beauty
in the world. It sustained my mother
through Auschwitz, it sustains me
through whatever I've been given in
life to endure, and it sustains my chil-
dren. It will sustain their children.
This is what the ba’al teshuva
yeshivos are not providing. This is
what they are not passing on.”

“Don’t you think there are differ-
ent ways that people experience
Shabbos?” 1 interjected {entatively,
hoping she wouldn't think my ques-
tionn meant that I served Hawaiian
chicken. “Yemenites don’t make
matzo balls, and they certainly expe-
rience Shabbos.”

“Come on, we're talking about
American ba’alei teshuva, English
ba’alei teshuva, Jews {rom the
Ashkenaz mesora. You know what I
mean.”

“Alright, so I can't take that tack,”
I said. “But how about this: I'm a
ba'alas teshuva, and I discovered
Shabbos the way Christopher Colum-
bus discovered America. With joy and
exultation. And that's never left me. |
can't pass on my grandmother's
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candiesticks—they stayed in Russia
with her mother when she came over
on the boat at the age of fifteen. And ]
don't have any recipes dating back to
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my great-grandmother. But I can
pass on that joy.  hope. That's a valid
legacy, too.”

To my relief, the woman did not
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change course now to condescend-
ingly spare me her opinions. We
sparred pretty openly, shared some
details of each other’s-history, then
circled around again to the question
of the women's yeshivos. | asked her
if what she was talking about was
cooking and sewing classes. She
didn’t scoff at this idea, but said she
was talking about something more
profound.

“For instance, the way these
wornen dress,” she said. “There’s a
weakness in their education. if you're
walking down the street and the
woman coming toward you from the
other direction is a ba'alus teshuva,
you know it fifty feet away. Why is
that? Tell me! They can be perfectly
fzenius... and neatness, of course
they're neat and well-put-together.
But you can tell. Why? Why do they
dress so strangely?”

WHY DO THEY DRESS
S0 STRANGELY?

mm, how fascinating. [ usu-

ally do well with candor, and

this was no exception: I liked
this plain-speaking FFB. At the same
time, though, 1 had to admit, this was
a preity scary conversation! She
could be right: Maybe some special
sort of curriculum could be developed
in the ba'al teshuva yeshivos to pass
on certain aspects of the Indefinable
Essence, but in my heart of hearts, 1
already knew there was no solution to
this problemn.

Or shall I say, no cure for this con-
dition.

We can get our dresses in Mea
She'arim, and our sheitlach in Lake-
wood. Our heels in Willlarnsburg and
our accessories... we can get the most
modest accessories 13th Avenue in
Brooklyn has to offer. We car button
up to the top, pull our tichels down to
our eyebrows, and throw our veg-
etarianism and pineappie chicken
out the window forever and ever. But
not chicken soup, not chicken soup
with matzo balls... not even a dozen
white Shabbos tablecloths sent from
Hungary can alter the reality: Ba'alet
teshuva developed in another cul-
ture, bubbeleh. And it was no other
than the Almighty Himself Who put
us there.
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OUR PRIVATE SLAVERIES, OUR
PERSONAL REDEMPTIONS

ut this article is not directed to
B the worman on the other end of

that telephone. 1 don't think
she needs to sharpen the focus
much on her own world; it’s nice and
clear as it is. And she doesn't need
instruction about understanding
people who are different from her-
self; if anybody succeeds in tran-
scending her prejudices, it will more
likely be someone as outspoken as
she than someone who politely con-
ceals her secret antipathies.

This article is addressed, rather, to
my fellow-ba’alei teshuva. If the
woman quoted above seems to have
a limited vision of people outside her
circle, she also enjoys an uncompro-
mising self-acceptance that [ can only
envy, whereas so many of us ba’'alet
teshupa fearfully deny who we are,
spend years irying to gain acceptance
in the frum-from-birth world, mim-
icking the outward cultural habits of
a society which is not our own. And
I'm not talking about our Friday-
night menus. Whether or not we

make pineapple chicken isn’'t the
point at all. 'm referring to an inner
self-understanding and self-accep-
tance. What is often a sudden out-
ward adoption of another culture’s
habits can often be a sign of an in-
ward rejection, largely unnecessary
insofar as halacha is concerned, of
one's own history and attachments.
Why do you think it is that G-d did
not plant you in a frum family? Is
there anyone who'd say it was just a
small oversight on His part, or was it
an aspect of the Divine plan? Why
were we exposed to all that we were
exposed to? One answer, repeated
each Pesach at the Seder, is that each
one of us has experienced slavery and
redernption in our own way. Just as

For careful attention to your
individual needs, call us today!

(914) 354-8445

the Jews had to go through the desert
before meriting the Promised Land,
s0, too, with our individual exiles. To
whatever degree the Jews experi-
enced the desert, to that degree did
theylater appreciate Eretz Yisroel To
the extent that we experienced the
desert of alienation from G-d, to that
extent can we experience our greater
closeness to Him. In hindsight, we
can see how each person's exile is
perfectly designed to achieve this.
What happens to many of us who
have had to go through the desert,
however, is that we seek to hide that
fact, in order to gain “acceptance,”
acceptance based on a false identity.
I'rn not advocating a reckless open~
ness about what should remain pri-
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vate. In fact, the point is not at all
whether one does or does not share
the truth of one's life with other
people. What I'm talking about is how
a ba'al teshuva relates to his own his-
tory in the privacy of his own heart.

This QYN
Treat your family
and friends in ISRAEL
to something speciall
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AND BATH WATER

related note: While on a trip to
Amth coasts of the United
tates this summer, I was
struck by how many times a particu-
lar question was brought up in con-
versation among women who had
been observant a decade or more:
Why did I leave my artistic talents be-
hind me when I became frum? Why
did 1 feel obliged to turn my back on
my artistic pursuits?
The answer that came up repeat-
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edly in these conversations is the ob-
vious one: that it is a natural, logical
process to indtially refect all the trap-
pings of secular society in favor of the
JSrumsociety. If you're in a desert and
want to cross over to the garden on
the other side as quickly as possible,
it is wise to leave your baggage be-
hind. The struggle just to get your
own self out of the desert is enough
of a challenge, and the arrival in the
garden enough of a reward; you don't
need any heavy old suitcases hinder-
ing you in the new land. In other
words, if you were a pianist, or a poet,
Or a painter, or a journalist, that iden-
tity is something you want to shed
along with everything else you asso-
ciate with it in your mind, everything
that reminds you of that world’s vain
strivings and egotistical competitive-
ness. Most of all, we rejected our ar-
tistic pursuits because they had be-
come religions. In the absence of G-d,
we worshipped beauty. In an Ortho-
dox life, however, an artistic pursuit
can ultimately be a means of express-
ing one’s connection to the Creator.
In the words of Rivka Glick, a poet
whom [ met in a religious women's
writing workshop in Jerusalem:

So many ba’al teshuvas
throw out the baby
with the balh water.

I did.

1 wanted to junk

all my treif pasi,

to make a thorough job of it.
So I threw out everything,
Including me.

That was very scary
{very)
~not to be there any more.

Don't make
my mistake.
Throw out all the dirty water, yes.

But keep the baby. ]
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Alleviating the suffering of
out-of-work breadwinners and their fami-
lies can be just a matter of talking to
the right people. Your own
employer, for example. Or the
personnel director at your
place of work. Speak to &~
friends, relatives, even the guy who sits
next to you on the bus every morning, Ask
them if they have or know of job openings.
Then pass the information along to
Agudath Israel’s Professional &
Management Employment Services.

Restoring a family’s livelihood
can be just that simple.

Professional Management and
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winners—individuals who have
lost their jobs due to the troubled
state of the economy—to regain
employment. Thanks to the combined
efforts of the Professional Management
and Employment Services job network
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ings, hundreds of families in our
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of support — and, along with it,
therr sholom bayis — restored.
For prospective

employers, Professional

Employment Services

i . ﬁ\(‘ Management and
Employment Services was created %}

Professional Management and Employment Services
A DIVISION OF AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA

makes available a source of skilled,
responsible professionals, many of whom
have years of experience within their
fields and are qualified to move mto high-
level corporate positions.
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Rabbi Eliezer Gevirtz

A
Review
Article

Yesterday, Today
and Forever: Exploring
Contemporary Judaism
Jrom the Perspective of
Jewish History, Vol. I,
by Rabbi Mordechai Katz
(JEP/Feldheim Publishers,
1993, $16.95)

Why Study History?

ike any teacher, I've come to
Lexpect the groans that greet

the announcement of a test or
assignment. Yet, the lamentations
that followed my mentioning the fact
that we would be having a history les-
son caught me by surprise. “What's
the problem?” I asked.

“Do we have to study that old
stuff?” one student grimaced. “After
all, that was then, and we're now.”

He may have had a point. Can
yesterday truly impact on today and
tomorrow? In fact, the Gemora seem-
ingly seconds the pupil's view with
the comment that, “Whatever was,
was” (Yoma 5b). Each generation
faces its own set of circumnstances,
and lessons from the past can be mis-
applied easily. Perhaps it is best tolet
bygones, indeed, be bygones.

Moshe Rabbeinu, however, pre-
sented us with an opposing admoni-
tion, in his valedictory to the Jewish
people: “Zechor yemos olam binu
shenos dor vador—Remember the
days of old, comprehend the years of
each generation” (Devarim 32,7). To
which Rashi makes two very perti-
nent comments;

‘Remember the days of old"—Recall
the harm that befell those who pro-
voked Hashem. “Comprehend the

vears of each generation™—Be aware
that history is building to a crescendo,

Rabbi Gevirtz, a member of the faculty of Yeshi-
vas Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, in Manhattan,
is author of JEP's Le Houtn Ul'haskil, as well as sev-
eral other books,
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that, ifyou
s0 merit, it will
climax in the transcen-
dent days of Moshiach and
Olam Habba.

An awareness of history-—and of
Jewish history, in particular—is there-
fore more than destrable; it is certainly
relevant, for it can help us learn from
the errors of the past {in the same vein
of the observation, “Those who forget
the past are condemned to repeat it”)
and to make us realize the potential
glories of the future. And, as Rabbi
Shlomo Rotenberg notes in the intro-
duction to his monumental history
Toldos Am Olarn, Jewish history can
enhance one’s pride in his heritage,
because it is the only national account
that has extended throughout all of
human existence—a true chronicle of
“yemos olam.”

An Approach For Our Era

r I:‘he question, then, is how this
history should be presented. Is
it best transmitted as a straight

rendering of objective fact-after-fact,

served unvarnished and without in-
terpretation? Or should the history
we learn be selective and annotated,
part of a comprehensive lesson of
facts and morals?

In his essay on Jewish history in

Selected Writings (CIS, 1988), Rabbi

Shimon Schwab, X"¥%w, makes note

THE
PAST AS

TEACHER

of the striking fact that the history
handed down by our Sages seems re-
markably incomplete. For instance,
the Gemora and Midrashinclude only
a few scattered references to the
Chanuka story, Nor is there a com-
prehensive description of the Jewish
revolts against the Romans. And
whereas the Neuvi'im and the Anshei
Knesses HaGedola carefully recorded
eariier events, warts and all, there
was no officially recognized history
after the cessation of nevua (proph-
ecy). What we know of Churban Bayis
Sheini, for example, comes in large
part from the writings of Josephus
Flavius, who certainly did not consult
with the Torah leaders of the time,

ks our history best
transmitted as a straight
rendering of objective fact-
after-fact, served
unvarnished and without
interpretation? Or should
the history we learn be
selective and annotated,
part of a comprehensive
lesson of facts and morals?
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and they will explain it to you.”
(Devarirn, ibicl) As Rabbi Shimshon
Raphae! Hirsch explains, “Your el-
ders, who are gifted with wisdom and
insight.., will explain the connection
between your origin and your mission
to the world, with the sins and the
phases of the education of the past
generation.” Only the “fathers and €l-
ders” (whom Rashi equates with the
Nevi'im and Chachamim)} who are
truly qualified to interpret the past
should do so. Once the era of the
Neuvi’im had ended, this ability to ex-
plain events was hampered, and it
was much more difficult to redact
and react to history.

Yet why couldn’t the Sages have
commissioned a simple recording of
facts, exactly as they occurred? Be-
cause, says Rabbi Schwab, this
would have accomplished little other

Chazar the daf m 20 minutes on

jour way o, . anywher!

Each tape consists of approximately 5 Blatt
for only $3.00 {plus S&H).
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with the purpose of
fitillating readers with
(often unauthenticated)
stories of their subjects’
questionable behavior.
This is not the purpose of
Jewish history.

than satisfying our curiosity and per-
haps, at times, tarnishing our ances-
tors. Indeed, most historical and bio-
graphical works today are written
mainly with the purpose of titillating
readers with (often unauthenticated)
stories of their subjects’ questionable
behavior. This is not the purpose of
Jewish history. Who are we, in our
prophet-less time, to pass judgment
on what we consider the errors of To-
rah societies of the last 2,000 years?
(As for the uninstructive minutiae of
the past, perhaps here we can say,
“Whatever was, was.”) Rather, our
task is to look back at moments of
spiritual triumph and gain chizuk
from the glorious deeds of our fore-
bears. Writes Rabbi Schwab,

We need inspiration from our forefa-
thers in order to pass it on to posterity.
And Torah-true Ristorians do just that,
There are very few Jewish history
books on the market written in the spirit
of yiras Shamayim. They had to glean
Jrom the few avatlable sacred sources
enough material to teach us the impor-
tant lessons of the past which should
guide our actions and illuminate our
hashkafa.

A worthwhile Jewish history book,
then, is one which makes careful use
of the proper Torah sources to recount
past events that will inspire and teach
us. The key is found in the passage
quoted earlier: “Binu shenos dor
vador—Comprehend the years of each
generation.” History must be properly
interpreted—by our revered Sages—so0
that it can help guide us today.
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A Unique Work

’] '-\he appearance of the first vol-
ume of Rabbi Mordechati Katz's
three-volume Yesterday, To-
day, and Forever, published by
Feldheim in conjunction with JEP-
Rothman Foundation, is thus a note-
worthy event.

Rabbi Katz's years of experience as
Director of Agudath Israel's Jewish
Education Program, which have in-
volved him in effective outreach to
thousands of public school children,
also have equipped him to make
some impartant contributions to the
Torah literary shelf.

As educator and historian Rabbi
Joseph Elias notes in his preface, this
is a “unique work.” Its information is
culled from traditional, sacred
sources: Tanach, Talmud and Com-
mentators. In addition, it presents the
information not as dry facts, butin the
context of relevant discussions in
mussar, hashkafa, and halacha Ina
unique format, it follows each history
section with several such lessons.
Thus, for example, the chapter on
Avraham formulating and dissemi-
nating belief in Hashem is comple-
mented by discussing (through stories
and specific examples) how one can
inspire others to love Hashem by
showering them with kindness. There
are also practical laws on reciting
berachos correctly, thereby displaying
one's appreciation to Hashem.

Yesterday, Today, and Forever,
then, meets a basic requirement for a
Jewish history book in that it ap-
proaches its subject matter with yiras
Hashem It is based on unimpeachable
sources, and it employs history not just
to ply us with data, but to prod us to
exarmine the past to uplift our future.
Because of its format and its clear, un-
cluttered prose, it is exceptionally ap-
propriate for use in yeshivos, which
have long been plagued with a dearth
of proper Jewish history texts.

Volume One takes us from the Cre-
ation of the World through the De-
struction of the First Temple, Vol-
umes Two (extending the history
through the era of the Gaonim) and
Three (bringing the story up to the
present) are scheduled to appear
within the next two years, at one-year
intervals. {(Perhaps the upcoming vol-

The Jewish Observer, February 1994

umes will inchude maps and pictures,
which would have much enhanced
this first volume.} The complete three-
volume work gives every indication of
being a major contribution to Jewish

awareness, especially in helping
younger readers realize that history
need not be drudgery, but a source of
fascinating lessons, applicable both
today and forever,

Rabbi Aryeh Schechter
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And when you give a bottle
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Books in
Review

(Targum Press, Jerusalem, 1993,
$15.95)

n his first book, Anatomy of a
Search, a best-seller in the Jew-
ish world, Akiva Tatz recounted

Laurel
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especially to
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718-692-4846 and we’ll be happy to answer your questions about the

his journey from medical school in
South Africa to yeshiva in Jerusa-
lem. Through the interesting me-
dium of relating his own story and
those of others who found their way
back to Jewishness, he applied his
power of incisive and penetrating
analysis to a number of aspects of
Torah observance.

Now, as a lecturer of Jewish phi-
losophy to audiences throughout the
waorld, his insights inspire thousands
and draw many to explore a Torah
lifestyle and Torah observance. His
most recent book, Living Inspired, is

FINALLY...

for B’NAI TORAH.

based on a number of his lectures. In
it, he uses his unusual powers of
analysis to reveal some of the under-
lying patterns of Torah thought and
experience, and shows how these can
iluminate our daily life. His stated
goal: to make the deeper levels mani-
fest and provide a guide to inspiration.
Rabbi Tatz succeeds in presenting
profound concepts that are essen-
tially beyond the ability of words to
describe. The subjects on which he
focuses are fascinating: silence, de-
sire, intellect and imagination,
beauty, inspiration and disappoint-
ment, the nature of laughter and its
relationship to ordeals, and more.
This is a challenging book that is
not to be casually read. It exercises
the mind. But for one who desires to
break through the limits of his own
understanding, it has much to offer,
crafted as it is to develop conscious-
ness., While reading it, I often found
myself digging into my own experi-
ence in order to grasp completely;
then, suddenly, I would find that
rather than being in the middle of an
intellectual idea, I was actually living
it. The experience was exhilarating.
Rabbi Tatz states: “To be spiritual
one must be able to see around the
corner! One has to be able to see into
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a dimension which is essentially in-
visible from here.” We find that we
want to see around those corners,
into the realm of the tnvisible, inde-
scribable, ineffable. Rabbi Tatz gives
a picture of good and extraordinary
beauty that one begins to experience.
Everyday life becomes full of fascinat-
ing clues to a greater knowledge of the
way the world works.

Commeoen life experiences and
complex Torah ideas are woven to-
gether in a wonderful tapestry. Every
moment in life takes on a signifi-
cance, as if it carries a message being
encoded just for us, challenging us to
read those messages and understand
what we are perceiving in the most el-
evated way. We are drawn to find un-
tapped resources of imagination and
understanding within ourselves.

It is clear why Rabbi Tatz's lectures
are so popular and have drawn so
many into Torah life. He has an ex-
traordinary ability to make the deep-
est Torah thoughts accessible to new-
comers to Torah without simplifying
them, while at the same time inspir-
ing people who have been Torah-ob-
servant all their lives to reach further
and grasp what has always seemed
just beyond them.

Yaalkov Branfman

Rabbl Branfman, who lives in Jerusalem, is cur-
rently preparing a collection of lectures by the late
Rabbi Simcha Wasserman, 231, for publication.

Beyond Your Ego by Dr. Judith
Mishell, based on the creative insights
of Dr. Shalom Srebrenik {C.1.S., Lake-
wood, N.J., 1891, $24.95)

t first glance, this book, Be-
yond Your Ego by Dr. Judith
ishell—with quotes from so-
cial scientists and gedolim juxta-
posed on the same page—seems like
a pseudo-psychological cholent, since
mental health experts and behavior-
ists by the very definition of their
genre do not operate within a frame-
work of Torah. Upon closer scrutiny,
the reader perceives that Mishell
hasn't attempted to clothe the psy-
chological sciences In yarmulke and
tzitzis, but instead painstakingly
leads us along her own path of explo-
ration and discovery. Indeed, she ex-
presses a debt of gratitude to the
widely-admired Iciruv personality, Dr.
Shaiom Srebrenik.

At the outset, Mishell states that
ten assumptions commonly internal-
ized by society as truths are incorrect;
i.e., there are no absolute rights and
wrongs—that belief and action based
on these assumptions inevitably lead
to dissatisfaction. Mishell further as-
serts that the book’s foundation is the
"ancient but very relevant wisdom
found in the Torah.” She then pro-
ceeds to analyze various psychologi-
cal problems and suggest solutions
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by applying Torah insights.

This book will be of inestimable
help to those slogging along in a mo-
rass of depression or grappling with
wavering emuna. Yet, as even the
most judiciously melded cholent may
yield some slightly underdone bites,
this superbly coherent presentation
is weakened at tirnes by incongruous
emotionalism. For example, Mishell
confesses to having explored Juda-
ism initially because of her attraction
to her future husband, who hap-
pened to be religious. This mars an

101
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST

DR. BENZION
SOROTZKIN

N.Y. STATE LICENSED
ADULTS
AND
CHILDREN

(718) 633-3248
(718) 219-3867

39



[

otherwise purely intellectual out-
reach to as yet-uncommitted Jews
who may not have a similar incentive
to sweeten their quest.

Mishell occasionally indulges in
metaphoric overkill, such as too-fre-
quent references to the famous
Novarodock moshol for body and
soul, as “horse and rider.”

Yet the overall appeal of Mishell's
impressive research outweighs any
detractions. Budding ba'alei teshuva
will find this book a source of balm to
psyche and intellect. Readers with
the tools to comprehend the culled
writings of Rav M.C. Luzzatto, Rav Y.
M. Tucazinsky, and Rav E. E. Dessler
might well be motivated to seek out
the criginal sources.

As an afterthought, on a personal
level, this book has passed the great
litmus test of all books. It evoked the
faint twinges of the urge to do
teshuva, to work harder to climb the
ladder. To penetrate the complacency
of an F.F.B. is no mean feat. The chart
“Ladder of the Divine Soul” is so
devastatingly on target that it alone is
more than worth the price of the
book.

Beyond Your Ego is well-crafted—
and crafty. Mishell has achieved a
clarity of analysis that could prove to
be a much-thumbed blueprint for To-
rah lving.

H. D. Wolpin

Mrs, Wolpin, a professional free-lance writer, lives
in Breoklyn, New York.
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SECOND
LOOKS

“Schindler’s List”’
—Unvisited

o, we don't do movie reviews in

The Jewish Observer, for so

many reasons that we need
not bother mentioning any. But we do
comment on various phenomena on
the Jewish scene, and the popular
and critical response to the recently
released film, Schindler’s List, has
been phenomenal.

Jewry’s tragic losses of World War
11 are of such proportions that we can-
not risk forgetting their full scope nor
the incredible pain they inflicted on
us. It is thus with a mixture of hope
and trepidation that we greet every
new commemeoration meant to con-
vey the horror of the Holocaust. One
can thus hardly ignore the Steven
Spielberg movie, Schindler’'s List.

It brings to the screen what has
been described as a gripping portrayal
of how Nazi Party member Oskar
Schindler, areal-life figure, succeeded
in saving some 1200 concentration
camp inmates by employing them as
slave laborers in his enamel factory, at
great personal cost.

Some critics have expressed disap-
pointment with the film'’s focus on the
scoundrel-turned-saint instead of on

the suffering of six million Jews; some
have faulted the “happy ending” for
the survival of Schindler’'s Jews,
when the rest of the Six Million went
up crematoria chimneys as smoke,

Qur problem lies elsewhere. True,
the broad movie-going public will now
be much less vulnerable to the “argu-
mentis” of the historical revisionists
that the Holocaust never really hap-
pened. Schindler’s List, and the shelf-
full of Oscars it seems slated to win,
will make the Six Million a prominent
part of the American consciousness.
{The American public's willingness to
accept the message of a commercial
movie, while it can close its eyes to
historical evidence, is grist for an-
other discussion.)

But Schindler's List is a film that
one cannot view under any circum-
stances—never mind in the public
theater, for more modern schools that
occasionally make field trips to see
“important” films, or even at a screen-
ing within a controlled environment,
or on a private VCR. Would-be view-
ers must be advised that Schindler’s
Listincludes scenes thatearnitan “R”
rating--niot for viclence, but for porno-
graphic content. Itis a film the halacha
does not permit one to watch.

Schindler's List nay make the win-
ners' circle in cinematic creativity. It
may serve as a benchmark for Holo-
caust awareness in the 90s. But it
fails to meet ourminimum standards
of acceptability. And there is no way
that the need to fulfill the cornmand
of “Zachor!” or the hope to better un-
derstand the Holocaust can permit
watching the unacceptable. u
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Letters to
the Editor

COMMUNICATION GAP BETWEEN
AUTHOR AND SUBJECT

To the Editor:

I found great exciternent and grati-
fication in the ways various letter -writ-
ers responded (Dec. '93) to Mr.
Wolfson's article on the “Communica-
tion Gap” between those born frim
and ba’alei teshuwa. It is refreshing to
read how different people view the

PESACH

PARADISE
MEXITICO

{FESTIVAL KOSHER TOURS UNDER T
{EXCLUSIVE SUPERVISION OF TH
-|VAAD HAKASHRUS OF BALTIMORE,
| PRESENTS THE ULTIMATE IN PESACH
IKOSHER ~ TOURS.

A

73 « Shmura & Gebrocht,
23 ¢+ Glatt Kosher, Star-K Meat
W Cholov Yisroel
] « Separate swimming, beach & pools
+ Private resort, Exclusive 1o our group

:
.

v Ashkenazi & Sfardi
» Entertainment every”

+ Water sports available on site
+ Great fishing and snorkeling

ST 0% LALLING WE WL SEND YOU A 3100 OFF
COUPGY O THE LOOLEST AFRDPEN GIFT ARQUND

\ *One per ackl, and srust share the same room.  *4f orcier ed pnor to janaary?st 1994

R R

—THE PESACH STANDARD SETTER

AT THE GRACIOUS OCEAN FRONT

BERKLEY CARTERET HOTEL

* Highest Standard of Kashrus
* Seforim Stocked Bais Homecrash
* 2 Shuls
%« 3 8¢ll Rooms
# 15 Private Seder Rooms
* Spedacuior Tea Room
* Oversized & Adjoining
Reoms Available

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY

The Hotel Where Kashrus Is Not Limited To Foed
Tha Newhouse Family / (718} 435-3200

# Oceanfront Enclosed Heated Fool
* full Heaith Club
* Professionct Day Camp
and Night Patrol
* Daily Daf Yomi
* Guest Speakers
# Enfertginment in keeping
with the Yom Tov Ruach

42

same phenomenon in such different
ways. The author’s response, however,
was ([in my view} too sweeping in his
dismissal of the Jewish content of the
feelings of the potential ba’al teshuva

I cannot speak for everyone, but my
own experiences are testimony that
there are people, like me, who had an
undeniable Jewish sensitivity in their
pre-Torah days, an awareness that
somehow must have reflected the glow
of an inextinguishable spark from
within. We did feel Jewish.

A turning point in my life took
place on a Yom Kippur when my Ital-
ian girl-friend—Iet’s call her Juliet—
and I passed a shul I was she who
suggested that we look in. We entered
the massive doors and were directed
upstairs where the women were
standing, very wrapped up in their
prayer books. Some were beating
their hearts in the confessional
Viduy. Below we caught sight of the
men all dressed in white robes with
their talliot flowing from their heads
over their shoulders. We even picked

ed J =ty
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up the sounds of sobbing and sigh-
ing here and there.

After five minutes of sight-seeing in
the synagogue, Juliet chose to leave.
I told her that I wanted to stay on for
a while. The haunting melodies sung
by the chazzan later pierced my
heart, and accompanied me long,
long after I had left, along with indel-
ible impressions of the gripping scene
of a people close to G-d.

I did not become jfrum for another
year, but atleast | had some idea then
of what I was looking for. Something
very Jewish within me told me, “This
is where I belong.”

Mr. Wolfson's rejection of the pos-
sibility of Jewishness-before-educa-
tion may be the case for some ba'alei
teshuva, but not for all.

MARCIA WEBER
Baltimore, MD

To the Editor:

Rabbi Reisman's indictment of the
“basar basar” butcher stores (JO Apr.
'93) though meant (we believe) to be
lighthearted, was unfortunate.

Six decades ago, our father, 0"y,
came to American shores. The
kashrus scene was primitive, almost
non-existent; the very stones were
treif. He soon realized that if he were
to stay a Shomer Shabbos Jew, he
had but one choice: He began to work
in, and uldmately opened, a “basar
kasher” butcher shop.

The little shop never made much
money; if the kashrus of yesterday’s
butcher stores were on so much lower
a level, so were the profits. From the
parnossa eked out by long days and
hard work, the “basar kasher”
butcher store sent three girls to Bais
Yaakov and allowed a weary Jew the
hooary of his Shabbos. Everything was
kashered right there on premises—
properly. What the consumer as-
sumed he'd bought was what he got.

The “basar kasher” sign in our
father's store was a sign, not of igno-
rance or tarfus; it was the proud sym-
bol of one Jew's cormmitment to he
Creator and His mitzuos.

And—he delivered.

MRS, MIRIAM STARK ZAKON, DR, EMMY
STARK ZITTER, MRS. MARCIA STARK
Jerusalem

The Jewish Observer, February 1994

The description of the weekly
shiur given by Rabbi Yisroel
Reisman (author of “Mystery of the
Misssing Years” — Jan. ‘94, p. 16)
failed to mention that the lecture
series, which is sponsored by
Agudath Israel of America's Torah
Projects Division, now draws up to
900 attendees, making it perhaps
the world's largest regular Torah
lecture series.
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German Jewry A Healing Sun (review of
Shemesh Marpei) /Rabhi Nachman
Bulman , Feb. 93

Get Law Agudath Israel of America’s State-
ment Regarding New NYS Get Law, Feb.
'93; Tragedy Compounded: New York's
New "Get Law”/Chaim Dovid Zwiebel,
Sept. '93; A Staternent From The Moetzes
Gedolei HaTorah of Agudath Israel of
America, Dec. '93

Golus The Barriers of Golus/Rabbi Yitzchok
Rirmer, June '93; Crown Heights: An Ab-
erration? A Timely Warning? Or a Portent
of Things to Come? /Menachem Lubinsky,
Sept. 93

Hashgacha {Divine Providence) “Avi
Yesomim—The Father of Orphans™/
Menucha Lev, May '23; Day of Infamy/
Yaakov Astor, Dec. '93

Hashicqfa (Forah Philosophy) *Thei Sheim
ShamayimMisaheis al Yadecha™—Inspir-
ing Love For Hashem Through Our Ac-
tions/Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, Feb. '43; A
Healing Sun (review of Shemesh Marpel/
Rabbi Nachman Bulman, Feb., '93; Explo-
sion on Tower One at the World Trade
Center (SL), Mar. '93; Family Values: A
Torah Perspective/Rabbi Chaim Dov
Keller, May '33; The Barriers of Golus/
Rabbt Yitzchok Kirznier, June'93; Prelude
to Judgment: Preparing for Yamim
Nora'im/Rabbi Yehuda Mendelson, Sept.
'93; Instilling Middos Tovos in Our Chil-
dren/Rabbi Yitzchok Kirzner, adapted by
Menucha Lev, Nov. '93; Day of Infamy/
Yaakov Astor, Dec, '93

Hatzala {Rescue} Priorities in Rescue, and
Rebuilding Zion (review of The Seventh
Miltion and Dateline: Istanbul}/Binyamin
L. Jolkovsky, Oct. '93; Letters, Jan, '94

Health Care “Dear Mrs. Clinton” (PS)/Chaim
Dovid Zwiebel, May 93

History A Preacher of the Word of G-d: Rev.
Isaac Leeser, »"x1/Lynn M. Berkowitz,
Feb. '93; Heroes of the Warsaw Ghetto/
Joseph Friedenson, Mar. '93; Tanna
Rabbanare The Rabbis Taught {SL}/Levi
Reisman, May "93; Letters, May "93; Let-
ters, June '93; Introducing Daf Hayornito
Klal Yisroel/Rabbi Charles Wengrov, Nov.
'93; Day of Infamy /Yaakov Astor, Dec. '93

Holocaust Memorial Memorials and the Si-
lent Holocaust/Rebbeizin Esther
Jungreis, June '93; Of Dedications And
Reflections/Shimue] Rieder, June'93

Intermarriage Mangled Roots, Bitter Fruits/
Chani Friedman, Mar. '93; Continuity vs.
Eternity: the State of American Jewry (PS},
Mar. '93

Israel—Education The Legacy of Rabbi Tzvi
Shraga Grossbard, Y"1, Dec, "93

Israel--Peace Process These Days of Awe in
Israel/Dovid Freund, Oct. '93

Israel—Politics Dateline Jerusalem: End of
the Kollek Era [SL), Dec. '93; New Times,
New Perspectives (SL)/Rabbi Menachem
Zupnik, Jan. ‘84

Isracl--Religlon Electioneering in the Holy
Land /Yonason Rosenblurm, Feb, 93; Fur-

Yehuda

ther Erosion of Halachic Standards in Is-
rael (SL), Mar. '93; “Electioneering in the
Holy Land: Selecting a Chief Rabbi” (PS),
Mar. '93; Preparations for Shrnittahin the
Year Gone By/Rabbi Shrnuel Bloom, Oct.
'93; The Legacy of Rabbi Tzvi Shraga
Grosshard, %"¥t, Dec. '93; New Times, New
Perspectives {SL}/Rabbi Menachem
Zupnik, Jan.'94

Isracl—Social Comment Of Slogans And
Substance (SL), Nov. '93

Jews in Europe The Litvakkes /Rabbi Chaim
Shapiro, May '93; Powerful Images, Mean-
ingful Frames (PS), June '93; Family Re-
union in Dembowiec /Feivel Wolgelernter,
June '93

Jews in Former USSR Yona Gedalia Comes
to Kishinev/Rabbi Yosef Druck, Dec. '93

Jews in Europe Heroes of the Warsaw
Ghetto/Joseph Friedenson, Mar. '93; Sa-
cred Legacy or Photo Opportunity?/
Binyamin L. Jolkovsky, June '93; The
“Noda B'Yehuda™; On The Occasion Of His
200th Yohrzeit/Miriam Margoshes, June
'93

Jews in USA A Preacher of the Word of G-d:
Rev. Isaac Leeser, v xr/Lynn M.
Berkowitz, Feb. '93; Mangled Roots, Bit-
ter Fruits/Chani Friedman, Mar. '93;
Contnuity vs, Eternity; the State of Ameri-
can Jewry (PS), Mar. "93; The Sparks of
Yosef/Rabbi Hillel Belsky, Mar, "93; The
Sword and the Sefer--Rabbi Mordechai
Weinberg, »¥r/Rabbi Yaakov Feitman,
Apr, '93: SCA at the Crossroads (SL), Apr.
'93; Letters, Apr. "93: Family Values: ATo-
rah Perspective/Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller,
May '93; Letters, May '93; Lessons of the
“Dine Debacle”/Rabbi Moshe Sherer,
Sept. "93; Crown Heights: An Aberration?
A Timely Warning? Or a Portent of Things
to Come?/Menachem Lubinsky, Sept. '93;
Lost.Jewry's Spiritual Quest {SL), Jan. 94

Journalism A Preacher of the Word of G-d:
Rev. Isaac Leeser, Yxt/Lynn M.
Berkowitz, Feb. "93; Letters, Mar. '93; Pi-
ety & Power (review article)/Yonason
Rosenblurn, Oct, '93

Kashrus The Making of an Educated
Kashrus Consumer/Rabbi Yaakov
Reisman, Apr. ‘93; Letters, June "93

Kiruv Letters, Feb, '93; The Sparks of Yosef/
Rabbi Hillel Belsky, Mar, '93; Bridging the
Cornmunication Gap in the Teshuva Pro-
cess/Benyamin Wolfson, May '93; The
Use of Midrash in Adult Education/Rabbi
Abraham Hassan and Rabbi Moshe
Kupetz, May '93; “It's Not My Problem... Or
Is 1t?" /Rabbi Yisroel Rokowsky, Sept. "93;
“Bridging the Comimunication Gap™—Let-
ters and a Response, Dec. "83; A Tribute
to Rebbetzin Feige Wasserman, 7"v/Dr.
Sara E. Freifeld, Jan. '84

Media Family Values: A Torah Perspective/
Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller, May "93; Protect-
ing Our Homes From the
Influence...{wwc}, Dec. 83

Middos (Character Training} The Lucky
Winner/Rabbi Mendel Weinbach, June
"33; Confronting a Derech Eretz Crisis/Dr,
Jacob Mermelstein, Nov. '03: Derech Eretz
& Common Sense: A Lost Art?/Rabbi
Yitzchak Feigenbaum, Nov. '93; Instilling
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Middos Tovos in Our Children/Rabhi
Yitzchok Kirzner, adapted by Menucha
Lev, Nov, '93

Midrash The Use of Midrash in Adult Edu-

cationn/Rabbi Abraham Hassan and
Rabbi Moshe Kupetz, May '93; Letters,
Sept. '93

Mishna Tanna Rabbanan: The Rabbis

Taught (SL)/Levi Reisman, May '93

Narrative Heroes of the Warsaw Ghetto/Jo-

seph Friedenson, Mar. '93; “Auvi
Yesomim--The Father of Orphans”/
Menicha Lev, May "93; The Lucky Win-
ner/Rabbi Mendel Weinbach, June '83;
Last Farewell to The Rebbetzin—
Rebbetzin Sima Feinstein, /'y /Mrs. Soroh
Mermelstein, Dec. 93

Orthodoxy SCA at the Crossroads (SL}, Apr.

*93; Lessons of the “Dine Debacle” /Rabbi
Moshe Sherer, Sept. '93; Piety & Power/
Yonason Rosenblum, Oct, '93; The Man-
date To Promote Kiddush Sheim
Sharmayim/Rabbi Elya Svei, Jan. '94; The
Clash Between Modernity and Eternity/
Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, Jan. '94; Acts of the
Unfaithful (hook review}/Fyvel Shuster,
Jan.'24

Personalities The Sword and the Sefer—

Rabbi Mordechai Weinberg, ¥ ¥1/Rabbi
Yaakov Feitman, Apr. '93; A Talmid Re-
calls his Rebbe (Rabbi Dovid Lifshitz, %"¥),
Nov. '33; Rabbi Dovid Lifshitz, »"xt, An Ap-
preciation, Nov. '93; Legacy of Rabbi Tevi
Shraga Grossbard, 931, Dec. '93

Personalities A Preacher of the Word of G-d:

Rev. Jsaac Leeser, %™3r/Lynn M.
Berkowitz, Feb. '93: The “Noda B'Yehuda™
On The Occasion Of His 200th Yahrzeit/
Miriam Margoshes, June '93; Introducing
Daf Hayomi to Klal Yisroel (Rabbi Meir
Shapiro)/Rabbi Charles Wengrov, Nov,
'93: A Talmid Recalls his Rebbe (Rabbi
Dovid Lifshitz, ¥} /Rabbi Chaim Dov
Keller, Nov. '93; The Legacy of Rabbi Tzvi
Shraga Grossbard, 531, Dec. '83; Last
Farewell to The Rebbetzin—Rebbetzin
Sima Feinstein, n"»/Mrs. Soroh
Mermelstein, Dec. '93; A Tribute fo
Rebbetzin Feige Wasserman, iy /Dr. Sara
E. Freifeld, Jan. '94

Poetry And Thou Shalt Love/Libby

Lazewnik, Apr. "93; She Still Stands/
Bruchy Laufer, May '93; Telshe/Bassi
Burmharn, June "93; A Conscience, a Con-
science/Ruth Finkelstein, Sept. '93; The
Mirror /Yisrael Kashkin, Nov. 93

Public Image “T"hei Sheim Shamayim

Misaheiv al Yadecha™—Inspiring Love For
Hashem Through Our Actions/Rabbi
Yaakov Perlow, Feb. '93; Lessons of the
“Dine Debacle”/Rabbi Moshe Sherer,
Sept. '93; Piefy & Power [review article)/
Yonason Rosenblum, Oct. '93; The Man-
date To Promote Kiddush Sheim
Shomayim/Rabbi Elya Svei, Jan. '94; The
Clash Between Modernity and Etemnity/
Rabbi Yaakov Perfow, Jan. "94; Acts of the
Unfaithfidl (review article, Acts of Faith)/
Fyvel Shuster, Jan. '94

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch A Healing

Sun {review of Shemesh Marpe)/Rabbi
Nachman Bulman , Feb. 93

Reform Judaism further Erosion of
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Halachic Standards in Israel (SL), Mar.
'93; Letters, Mar. '93; Schindler's Folly
(SL)/Levi Reisman, Dec. '93; Acts of the
Unfaithful (review article)/Fyvel Shuster,
Jan. '94; Lost Jewry's Spiritual Quest (SL),
Jan. ‘94

Remembering Memorials and the Silent Ho-
locaust/Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis, June
'93; Of Dedications And Reflections/
Shmuel Rieder, June '93; Sacred Legacy
or Photo Opportunity?/Binyamin L.
Jolkovsky, June '93; Telshe/Bassi
Bumbharm, June '93; Powerful Images,
Meaningful Frames (PS5}, June '93

Review Article Piety & Power/Yonason
Rosenblum, Oct. "93: Priorities in Rescue,
and Rebuilding Zion (review of The Ser-
enth Million and Dateline: Istanbul}l/
Binyamin L. Jotkovsky, Oct. '93; From the
River Kvar to the Main and the Hudson
{on Rav Breuer’'s Commentary to
Yechezkell /Rabbi Moshe Eisemann, Dec.
'93; Acts of the Unfaithful {on Acts of
Fuith}/Fyvel Shuster, Jan, '04

Russian Jews The Sparks of Yosef/Rabbi
Hillel Belsky, Mar. 93

Shmittah Preparations for Shmittah in the
Year Gone By/Rabbi Shmuel Bloom, Oct.
'93; Mystery of the Missing Years/Rabbi
Yisroel Reismarn, Jan. '94

Social Comment Two “Ex's” and a “Why?"/
Dr. Meir Wikler, Mar. '93; Confronting a
Derech Eretz Crisis/Dr. Jacob
Mermelstein, Nov. '93; Derech Eretz &
Common Sense: A Lost Art?/Rabhi
Yitzchak Feigenbaurn, Nov. "93; The Ulti-
mate Shidduch/Rabbi David Willig, Dec.
'93; Protecting Our Homes From the
Influence...fwwc), Dec. "93

Special Children Books in Review, Mar. '93

Synagoguc Council of America SCA at the
Crossroads {SL), Apr, '93

Tefiila (Prayer) When Women's Prayers Are
Well Received... (SL), Mar. "93; “When
Women's Prayers Are Well Received...”
(PS), Apr. '93 :

Tenach From the River K'var to the Main and
the Hudson {review of Rav Breuer's Com-
mentary to Yechezkel}/Rabbi Moshe
Eisemann, Dec. 93

Terrorism Explosion on Tower One at the
‘World Trade Center {SL}, Mar. '93

Time of Death “Dear Mrs. Clinton” (PS)/
Chaim Dovid Zwiebel, May "93

Torah Im Derech Eretz A Healing Sun (re-
view of Shemesh Marped /Rabbi Nachman
Bulman , Feb. '93

Torah Study Letters, Apr. '93; Introducing
DafHayomito Klal Yisroel/Rabbi Charles
‘Wengrov, Nov. '93; A Talmid Recalls his
Rebbe (Rabbi Dovid Lifshitz, %1} /Rabbi
Chaim Dov Keller, Nov. "93

Translations and Adaptations “T hei Sheim
Shamayim Misaheiv al Yadecha™—Inspir-
ing Love For Hashemn Through Our Ac-
tions/Rabbi Yaakov Periow, translated
and adapted by Rabbi Zvi Boruch Hol-
lander, Feb. '93; The Barriers of Golus/
Rabbi Yitzchok Kirzner, adapted by Rabbi
Shimon Finkelman, June '93; Instilling
Middos Tovos in Our Children/Rabbi
Yitzchok Kirzner, adapted by Menucha
Lev, Nov. '93; Yona Gedalia Comes to

Kishinev/Rabbi Yosef Druck, franslated
by Miriam Margoshes, Dec. '93; The Man-
date To Promote Kiddush Sheim
Shamaytm/Rabbi Elya Svei, Jan. '94; The
Clash Between Modernity and Eternity/
Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, Jan, '94

TV Family Values: A Torah Perspective/
Rabbi Chairn Dov Keller, May "93, Protect-
ing OQOur Homes From the
Influence.. fwwc), Dec, '93

Warsaw Ghetto Heroes of the Warsaw
Ghetto/Joseph Friedenson, Mar. 93

Weddings The Ultimate Shidduch/Rabbi
David Willig, Dec. '93

Women When Women's Prayers Are Well Re-
ceived... (SL), Mar. '33; “When Women's
Pravers Are Well Recetved...” (PS), Apr. '93;
Last Farewell to The Rebbetzin—
Rebbetzin Sima Feinsteiri, 7'v/Mrs. Soroh
Mermelstein, Dec. '93: A Tribute to
Rebbetzin Feige Wasserman, 7°»/Dr. Sara
E. Freifeld, Jan. 94

World War H Heroes of the Warsaw Ghetto/
Joseph Friedenson, Mar. '83; Family Re-
union in Dembowiec/Feivel Wolgelernter,
June '93; Day of Infamy/Yaakov Astor,
Dec. '93; Letters, Jan. 94

World War I: Rescue Priorities in Rescue,
and Rebuilding Zion (review of The Sev-
enth Million and Dateline: Istanbul}/
Binyamin L. Jolkovsky, Oct. "93; Letters te
the Editor, Jan. '94

Yeshiva Education Letter from an Anony-
mous Talmid, Dec. 93

Yeshivos The Sword and the Sefer—Rabbi
Mordechai Weinberg, »7xr/Rabbi Yaakov
Feitman, Apr. *93; “Whose Homework Is
It, Anyway?" /Eliyahu Mayer, Apr. '93; Let-
ters, Apr, "93; Letters, Sept. '93; A Talmid
Recalls his Rebbe (Rabbi Dovid Lifshitz,
5*¥1)/Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller, Nov. '93;
Letters, Nov.'93

Zionism Priorities in Rescue, and Rebuilding
Zion (review of The Seventh Million and
Dateline: Istonbul) /Binyamin L.
Jolkovsky, Oct. "93; Of Slogans And Sub-
stance {SL}, Nov. '93; New Tines, New Per-
spectives (SL)/Rabbi Menachem Zupnik,
Jan, '94

S.L.= Second Looks

P.S= PostScript

W.W.C.= *..." (with & without comment]}
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AGUDATH ISRAEL FILES BRIEF
BEFORE U.S. SUPREME COURT
ON KIRYAS JOEL CASE

WASHINGTON — A veritable Sword
. of Darnocles hangs over any attemnpt to
. legally accommodate the special needs
. of religious practitioners and communi-
. ties in this country, as the result of a
_ series of judicial rulings and govern-
mental decisions that all too often con-
- vert the principle of governmental neu-
tralify toward religion into hostilify to-
. ward religion.

So argued Agudath Israe} of America
in a brief filed before the U.S5. Supreme
Court in January, as the nation’s high-
est tribunal prepares to rule on the case
of Kiryas Joel, a predominantly

. Chasidic village granted the right by
-+ New York State to establish its own
- school district in order to provide secu-
lar government-funded special educa-
tion services to the approximately 200
severely handicapped children of the
community in a culturally compatible
environment that maximizes the
children’s ability to develop into pro-
ductive citizens.

A friend-of-the-court brief, the
Agudath Israel document invokes some
of the broader church-state and
accomodation issues raised by the case,
beyond the specifics of the Kiryas Joel
situation.

AGUDATH ISRAEL EARTHQUAKE
RELIEF FUND TO AID L.A.
MOSDOS

LOS ANGELES — As the Jewish
community in the Los Angeles region
begins putting the pieces back together
after the devastating earthquake that
struck the area in mid-January, a spe-
cial fund has been set up by Agudath
Istael of California to help the several
yeshivos, synagogues and other Torah
institutions that incurred serious dam-
age in the disaster,

Rabbi Zvi Boruch Hollander, direc-
tor of Agudath Israel of California, who
personally toured some of the most
hard hit areas, reported that several ye-
shiva and synagogue buildings in the
San Fermmando Valley and in the broader

Los Angeles region suffered substantial
structural damage.

A number of landlords of residential
buildings and owners of commercial
sites absorbed heavy losses, he added,

Many homeowners incurred sub-
stantial property damage. Near the epi-
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center, entire homes were destroyed by
fires triggered by the quake. Other
families, farther from ground zero, saw
their chimneys collapse or even whole
sides of their houses fall in. Others suf-
fered smaller but nonetheless costly
losses.

Agudath Israel of California has been
closely in touch with federal, state, and
local emergency management and di-
saster aid officials, and has been serv-
ing as a conduit to the community of vi-
tal information on application proce-
dures for emergency grants and loans
and lecation of processing centers.

In addition, in late January,
Mordechai Avigdor, associate general
counsel for Agudath Israel of America,
briefed a meeting of California yeshiva
principals and administrators on fed-
eral disaster aid.

Contributions can be sent to:
Agudath Israel Earthquake Relief
Fund, Agudath Israel of California, 137
North Larchmont Boulevard #181, Los
Angeles, CA 90004.

AGUDATH ISRAEL WELCOMES
FEDERAL GRAND JURY ON
CROWN HEIGHTS MURDER

NEW YORK — Agudath Israel] of
America welcomed the news in late
January that a federal grand jury will
be empaneled to seek prosecution of
those responsibie for the murder of
Yankel Rosenbaum. At the same time,
the organization expressed its dismay
that the investigation, as implied in re-
ports, would limit its focus to the mur-
der only.

Agudath Israel, which has long
pressed for a full-scale federal investi-
gation into the Crown Heights events of
August 1991, has consistently urged
that the probe inchade both the murder
of Yankel Rosenbaum as well as the
broader criminal issues raised by the
three days of anti-Jewish rioting — in-
cluding violations of both civil rights
and civil disorders statutes.

With regard to another question
raised by the announcement, Agudath
Israel attorneys say that the
empanelment of a federal grand jury
does not necessarily foreclose a new
state prosecution in the Rosenbaum
murder at some later time against sus-
pects who have not yet been tried, in
the event that the Justice
Department’s inquiry does not lead to
a prosecution on the stricter federal
civil rights grounds.

INCREASE IN AID FOR
IMMIGRANT STUDENTS PASSED
BY CONGRESS

WASHINGTON -— An appropriations
bill that will substantially increase the
funding that yeshivos and other schools
across the country receive to help edu-
cate immigrant students has been
passed by Congress and signed into law
by President Clinton. The $39 miliion
approved for the aid in the final version
of the measure will boost current levels
of assistance by $9 millicn. Agudath Is-
rael of America had submitted a detailed
memorandum to key members of Con-
gress last year urging a budget increase.

GEORGIAN CHIEF RABBI,
WELCOMED BY 250 ORTHODOX
LEADERS AND ACTIVISTS,

NEW YORK — Rabbi Ariel Levine,
newly-appointed Ashkenazic Chief
Rabbi of the Republic of Georgia, was
warmly welcomed in New York in mid-
January by 250 Orthodox Jewish activ-
ists and several of Orthodoxy’s most
prominent rabbinical authorities, at a
reception sponsored by Agudath
Israel’s Vaad L'Hatzolas Nidchei Yisroel.

Rabbi Levine, with the quiet help of
Vaad L'Hatzolas Nidchei Yisroel emnissar-
ies, discovered his Jewish heritage and
valiantly studied and taught Torah to oth-
ers at grave risk during the dark years of
the 1980's when religion was all but
eradicated in the former Soviet republic.

He was in the U.S, for two days to
build support for Jewish outreach
projects in the republics of Georgia and
Azerbaijan sponsored by the Vaad.
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“Pick up this book...
[iou won't put if downi”

pEREL WEIN




