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Jewish history may be lying around 
in your basement. 

Don't let it be lost to the world. 

Thousands of documents and photos are languishing in trunks, attics 
and forgotten drawers in private homes and basements. 

Now is the time to retrieve this precious material
before it becomes dust instead of history. 

Your help-the public's help-is needed in this effort. Do you have any relevant old photos, 
documents, or records? 

THE CATEGORIES OF iTEMS REQUESTED: 

,. Documentation of Orthodox Jewish rescue work dur
ing the Holocaust. 

• Photos depicting life in the shtetl, the Orthodox com
munities of the cities, the yeshiva world1 and Chassidic 
centers of Europe before the Holocaust. 

,., Documents, records, letters, journals and newspapers 
that portray Torah life in Europe as it was, and cast 
light on the issues and problems facing Jews at the 
time. 

e Documents, records, correspondence, newsclippings, 
journals, memorabilia, and phot.os depicting Orthodox 
life in the U.S. from colonial times to the present. 

• Documents and photos pertaining to the development 
of yeshivas throughout the country. 

.. Documents and photos pertaining to Orthodox activ-
ism in the social service and civic action fields. 

• Photos of Gedolei Yisroel past and present. 

• Sets of Orthodox journals and periodicals. 

' Documents and photos relating to the religious Yishuv 
in Bretz Yisroel, its institutions and struggles for 
Jewish life. 

~ Documents and photos pertaining to world~wide 
Agudath Israel history, all Knessios Gedolos, and the 
development of the American Agudah movement since 
1922. 

(If you are hesitant to part uith cherished items, arrange~ 
rn.ents can be made to reproduce cert.ain kind.'i of documents 
and photos, leavin,q the ori,qinal in your possession,) 

AS A COMMUNITY, WE MUST PRESERVE THIS LEGACY THAT Will 
OTHERWISE BIE I.OST TO FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

If you have any items in the above categories in your possession, or know 
where they can be obtained, please write or phone: 

ORTHODOX JEWISH ARCHIVES 
Agudath Israel of America 

84 William Street, New York, N.Y. 10038, 212-797-9000 



"The Construction of a Mikvah Takes Priority 
Over the Building of a Shul, the Purchase of a 
Sefer Torah, and all other Mitzvahs 

(Chofctz Chaim) 

M111§Lii&i@f M~ 
The Center has taken the responsibility of constructing 
Mikvahs in small and remote settlements. To date, some 
six hundred Mikvahs have been built by us. The efforts 
and money invested 
in the appearance of 
these Mikvahs are 
reaping results; entic- '".' 
ing many new fami
lies to observe this 
important mitzvah. 

To date; there are 
281,000 books and 
pamphlets printed in 
l 2 languages and dis
tributed in Israel and 
abroad. 

The technical difficul
ties that occur nearly 
daily are tended to by 
our experienced and 
professional crew; 
renowned for their self 
sacrifice and expertise 
needed for their job. 
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More than 130 
instructors with spe
cial training, perform 
house catls and orga
nize lectures on the 
significance of 
Family Purity geared 
towards the unaffili
ated. 

Many Mikvahs which 
were built by the Center 
decades ago are now bro
ken down and must be 
rebuilt. New Mikvahs are 
built that are more attrac
tive in the interior and 
exterior to make the mltz
va more appealing to 
>vavering, young families. 

I W!LL BECOME A PARTNER 
IN Tl-llS HOLY PROJECT BY SPONSORING 

... An awesome responsibility rests upon us, if one of 
our Jewish sisters fall into the trap of this grave trans
gression because they simply have no Mikvah in their 
vicinity or because they are unaware of this holy 
Mitzvah and its implications. Each one of us is ulti· 
mately responsible for the continuation of the precious 
and holy chain of Kial Yisroel. 
It is therefore incumbent upon each 

and every Jew to set aside 
at least the equivelant of his earnings 
of one day for this worthy cause . .•• 

R' Avrohom Yaakov Pam 
R' Efrayim Fishel Hershkowitz 
R' Elazar Menachem Man Shach 
R' Eliezer Hagar 
(Seret Viznitz Rebbe) 
R' Moshe Stern 
{Debreciner Rav) 

R' Moshe Wolfson 
R' Moshe Yehoshua Hager 
(Viznitz Rebbe) 

R' Pinchas Menachem Alter 
IGerer Rebbe) 
R' Shlomo Halberstam 
(8obov Rebbe) 
R' Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach 
R' Usher Anshel Katz 
(Viener Rav} 

R' Yaakov Perlow 
{Novominsker Rebbei 

R' Yisroel Belsky 
R' Yisroel Chaim Menashe Friedman 
(Satmar Dayan) 

CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW MIKVAH. . ...... $30,000 
(can be paid in 3 annual installments of $10,000 each) 
Dedication on i-.Jikvah building 

RENOVATION OF OLD MIKVAH .................. , .... $15,000 
Dedication on Mikvah building 

PUBLICATION OF 10,000 PAMPHLETS ........... $10,000 
Dedicatory inscription on special page 

2 YEARS SALARY OF INSTRUCTOR ............... , ... $5,000 
Dedicatory Plaque in our office 

HEATING INSTALLATION IN MIKVAH ........... , ... $2,500 
Dedication inside l\.1ikvah 

[=J MAINTENANCE OF MIKVAH .............................. $2,000 
Dedication Plaque in our office 

[_J MY GENEROUS DONATION OF$ ................................. . 

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

Please send your tax deductible contribution to 

CENTRAL COIVI~HTTEE OF 
TAHARAS HAIVHSHPACHA 

4815 Fifteenth Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
Tel: (718) 972-3549 Fax: (718) 853-1577 

President: Rabbi Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach Treasurer: Rabbi Yisroel Belsky 



Alleviating the suffering of ~ to assist out-of-work bread-
out-of-work breadwinners and their fami- winners-individuals who have 
lies can be just a matter of talking to _,,. lost their jobs due to the troubled 
the right people. Your own («ill state of the economy-to regain 
employer, for example. Or the §~ employment. Thanks to the combined 

personnel director at your S efforts of the Professional Management 
~ place of work. Speak to .... 

friends, relatives, even the guy who sits 
next to you on the bus every morning. Ask 
them if they have or know of job openings. 
Then pass the information along to 
Agudath Israel's Professional & 

and Employment Services job network 
and the many caring people who consis
tently keep us apprised of job open-
ings, hundreds of families in our 
community have had their means 
of support - and, along with it. 

Management Employment Services. their sholom bayis - restored. 
Restoring a family's livelihood For prospective 

can be just that simple. ~ - employers, Professional 
Professional Management and r c~ ~, Management and 

Employment Services was created ~ ~~ Employment Services 

' 
makes available a source of skilled, 
responsible professionals, many of whom 
have years of experience within their 
fields and are qualified to move into high
level corporate positions. 

ATTENTION JOB SEEKERS 
If you are willing to relocate, 

Professional and Management 
Employment Services' 
new interstate network, 

JOB TRACK, will keep 

you apprised of openings in 
other cities. 

Call for information regarding positions 
currently available in Denver, Los Angeles, 
Chicago and South Bend , Indiana 

<Ii <Ii • 

Professional l\1anagen1ent and Employment Services 111 Ill II 
A DIVISION OF AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERJCA . 

Jerry Schiffinan, Director, 620 Coney Island Avenue,Brooklyn, NY 11218, Phone (718) 436-1900, Fax (718) 436-1934 - * 

Plellsetakedtetimetomiewlhislist. lfyoulmo'Wo( anypll'liOO!ti~indtefollowillg~l!tm lmoW.,\Jamilfsfulln'e!llflYtlqlend!Ml:it 
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MAINTAINING SPIRITUALITY IN A WORLD OF CONSTANT CHANGE Rabbi Chaim Dov KeUer 

LOVE OF CHIDDUSH 
FoR 8E1 JER AND FoR WORSE 

What's Wrong 
With Being Modern? 

THE MULTILEVEL CLASH 

Tie clash between modernity 
and Eternity takes place on 
many levels and has many 

faces. There is the world-scale con
frontation between prevailing West
ern culture and the eternal values of 
Torah. The sheer weight of societal 
pressure has made tenible inroads 
on our people, which is being deci
mated by assimilation and intermar
riage. Then there is the struggle 
within the Jewish people between 
various secular and pseudo-religious 
ideological movements purporting to 
offer solutions to our problems in the 
"spirit of the times," on one hand, and 
the forces of Torah-observant Jewry, 
on the other. 

Closer to the very heart of Kial Yis
roel-and this is a painful subject
there is the internecine conflict 
within the Orthodox camp itself. 
There are those for whom "modern" 
is not merely an adjective to make 
"Orthodox" less pejorative and more 
palatable, but for whom modernism 
is a way of life and an ideal they 

Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller, Rosh Hayeshiua of 
Telshe-Chicago, is a frequent contributor to The 
Jewish Obseruer, most recently with "Family Val
ues: A Torah Perspective" (May '93). Tilis artlcle ts 
based on a presentation at the 7 lst Annual Con
vention of Agudath Israel of America. 
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would clothe in a cloak of sanctity by 
promoting it in a form of shituf(syn
thesis) with Torah. Recent years 
have unfortunately seen an increase 
in the level of ideological and organi
zational confrontation between this 
group and those who have come to 
be called "Chareidim," who believe 
with every fiber of their being that the 
eternity of Klal Yisroel depends on 
nr.i•r.in c\!m 111111-the Torah of 
Hashem, which is perfect and com
plete in itself, without any partner
ship or amalgamation, which ema
nates from Netzach Yisroe!-the Holy 
One Blessed Be He-Who is the eter
nity oflsrael and does not change. 

There is yet another, inmost di
mension to this clash. There is the in
ner dilemma, the personal struggle 
within each and every Jew who has 
to live in golus, no matter how com
mitted he may be, between the pres
sures of modernity and those forces 
which guarantee our nitzchius, our 
eternity. How does a Jew define him
self? Am I a modern man or am 1 an 
eternal man? 

LOVE OF THE NEW 

B efore we discuss these clifler
ent levels of confrontation, let 
us address a basic question. 

Why is anythtng new, anything mod-

ern, so attractive to a human being? 
We see an almost universal curiosity 
to hear what's new-a love, longing, 
respect for, awe of, that which is new. 
The love for the new is such that even 
if something has been working for 
100 years and "it ain't broke," we still 
have to fix it. We have to improve 
things even when the original is far 
superior to the innovation, even at 
times when the "improvement" is self
destructive. In its ultimate extreme, 
awe and respect for the new leads to 
avoda zara-to idolatry. 

"They sacrificed to spirits that had 
no power-gods that they did not 
know-new ones that had just re
cently come along that their fathers 
had never feared" (Devarim 32, l 7. See 
Ras hi, ibid.). 
Why should a people who had 

been chosen by the Almighty to serve 
Him, the Creator of all worlds, seek 
new "gods"? The answer is because 
they were new. The S'.fomo explains 
that when they discovered something 
new in the physical world whose ex
istence had been unknown to them 
previously, they thought that it had 
been brought about by some unique, 
original prime mover, and they wor
shipped it. They thus took the final 
step from enthusiasm with the new to 
worship of the new. Idolatry is not 
modern anymore. But modernity it
self has become an avoda zaral 
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The love of that which is 
new, in its ideal form, is 
not only not in conAict 
with eternity-it leads to 
true eternity and actually 
forms its very essence! 

THE SOURCE OF THE DESIRE 

I t is a basic axiom that whatever 
was created by the Almighty was 
created for a purpose. A wise arti

san creates nothing without purpose. 
It is thus obvious that every re-every 
power, every emotion, every aspect of 
the human psyche-must serve a Di
vine purpose. Why then did the 
Ribbono Shel Olam instill within man 
this great desire for that which is new? 
I would suggest an answer to this 
question, which may seem startling. 

The love of that which is new, inits 
ideal form, is not only not in conflict 
with eternity-it leads to true eternity 
and actually forms its very essence! 

As an example of this type of un
derstanding, we see that the 
Chachamim found a higher purpose 
in the drive to amass wealth. KoheUes 
tell us, l]P:l V:l'l!I' N? ~17.l :li11N-"He who 
loves silver will never have his fill of 
silver" (5,9). On this the Chachamim 
comment: 

Don't we know that a person is 
never_satisfied? The rabbis explained 
that these are the talmidei 
chachamim who love the words of 
Torah, which are compared to sit~ 
ver .... Rabbi Nachman said, "Whoever 
loves Torah will never have his fill of 
Torah." (Midrash Rabba Devarim, 
12,17) 

Another understanding: Whoever 
loves mitzvos will never be satisfied 
with mitzvos. 
Our Chachamim tell us here that 

the desire for wealth emanates from 
the longing in the soul which was 
given to a person to amass new stores 
of Torah and miizvos: I've learned one 
parsha, let me learn another; one 
perek Mishnayos, let me learn an
other; one blatt Gemora, noch a blatt; 
noch a masechta 
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If I love Torah, I will never have 
enough Torah! If I love miizvos, I will 
never have done enough miizvos! 

"N':>l:l11 N? 1!1!l.ln-The soul is never 
satisfied" (Kohelles 6,7). When the 
person does not learn Torah, that 
force translates itself into the desire 
to amass material wealth. 

So too, the love of chiddush-the 
longing for anything new-was put 
into man for the purpose of roi, of 
eternity. 

THE ULTIMATE GOAL 
OF CREATION 

Tie Torah (Bereishis 2, 15) tells 
s that G-d took the man that 

He had created and put him 
into Gan Eden "to work it and to 
guard it." Did G-d create man to put 
him into Gan Eden that he should 
work the fields-that he should 
prune the trees, and build fences? 
The Targum Yonasan ben Uziel 
translates the pasulc " ... and He put 
him into the Garden of Eden 
Nl1"'11N:l n';a,,;ir.i'; Nn"T1j7D-n:>lr.J':>l-to toil 
in Torah and to keep its miizvos." 

The ultimate goal of Hashem's cre
ation of man was for him to toil in To
rah. And this toil is to be mechadesh 
chiddushim, to uncover new under
standings, new insights, new aspects 
of profundity and to experience fresh 
enthusiasm In keeping its miizvos. 
"c'1!>"Tn:l 1'J'l':l 1'il' m• ':>:l:i-Every day, 
the words of Torah should be in your 
eyes as new!" This work is the work 
ofEternity! Had Adam not sinned, he 
would have, through his toil in Torah, 
ascended from the Lower Gan Eden 
to )1'7lm rrv )l-the Higher Gan 
Eden'-there to continue to delight in 
new understandings of the Divine 
Will as revealed in His Divine Torah. 
Titis is the ultimate goal of creation: 
to be i1l>:wi11'Tr.J )'li1l-to delight in the 
glory of the Shechina. 2 

Thus the source of modernity and 
the ideal of Eternity are actually two 
sides of the same coin. Chiddush is 
1See NefeshHachaim, Sha'arDaledCh: 12. 
2 See also Gemora(Berachos 64aJ: ')"N:D~n'l"T'r.f;:lri 
N::Ji1 c?uJ:J 1'17) i1T11 d:nll'l N7 i'lnur.:J rr.b-nTalmidei 
dUlchamim have no rest, not in this world and not 
in the world to come. n As Rashi explains, they as~ 
cend from one yeshiva to another yeshiva. from one 
beis midrash to another bets midrash Their aliya in 
Torah never ends. (See Maharsha's commentary.) 

both the stuff of modernity and the 
essence of eternity! 

No one can claim that we rtject ev
erything new as a matter of course. 
Whoever enters a beis midrashknows 
that; 'There is no beis midrash with
out chiddush." If there is no chiddush 
in that room, then it may be a study 
hall, but it does not deserve to be 
called a beis midrash. Look at the 
titles of the seforim on the sheives
Chiddushei HaRamban, Chiddushei 
HaRashba, Drush VChiddushRabbi 
Akiva Eiger, Chiddushei Rabbeinu 
Chaim HaLevL These Gedolei Olam 
did not make new Torahs. Just as the 
scientist does not create, but discov
ers hitherto unknown natural phe
nomena which reveal new aspects of 
the gadlus HaBoref-the greatness of 
the Creator-so too do talmidei 
chachamim discover new profundi
ties in the chochmas HaBoreL the 
wisdom of the Creator. 

1n fact, the essential nature of the 
Jewish people involves chiddush. For 
this reason, our calendar is based on 
the moon, which continuously re
news itself, not on the sun, which is 
constant. And our months are called 
chaddoshim-units of chiddush. ... 

If that drive to probe and search for 
chiddush is used for its proper pur
pose, then it leads to Eternity. Thatis 
Gan Eden. But ifa person is devoid of 
Torah, is far from emuna, then that 
force does not rest but seeks other 
forms of chiddush. And the Soton 
uses that love of chiddush for his own 
purposes. 

LOVE OF CHIDDUSH, 
MISAPPROPRIATED 

I n Parshas Vayishlach. after the 
world-shaking confrontation in 
which Yaakov wrestles with the 

angel and emerges victorious 
(Bereishis 32,25-30), the Malach begs 
him to let him go, to which Yaakov re
sponds, "I will not let you go until you 
bless me." There then follows a curi
ous exchange: 

The Malach said to him. "What is 
your name?" and he said, "Yaakov." 
And he said, "Your name will no 
longer be called Yaakov, but Yisroel, 
for you have shown yourself superior. 
with angels and with men, and you 
were victorious." 

And Yaakov asked and he said, 
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"Please tell me your name." And he 
said, "Why should you ask my 
name?" 
There is a slight, yet significant dif

ference in the Torah's language in ex
pressing the question of the Malach, 
and that ofYaakov. The Malach says, 
while Yaakov asks. More, Yaakov 
makes a request: "Please tell me your 
name." And the Malach says, "Why 
should you ask my name?" He does 
not say, "You can't know my name." 
Rashi explains his response: "We 
know that Malachim do not have any 
set names. They change according to 
the specific mission on which we have 
been dispatched." 

Now, we do know who this Malach 
was: Sar ShelEisav-the Archangel of 
Eisav, Samael-the Soton himself. 
(See Z.Ohar Bereishis l 7la.) He has a 
regular function. Why would his 
name change? And why was Yaakov 
soanxioustoknowhisname?Yaakov 
wanted to understand why the angel 
had attacked him. "Please tell me 
your name, which indicates your true 
essence. Define yourself so I can do 
whatever is necessary to avoid future 
problems withyou.3 The Malach does 
not say, "I cannot tell you my name." 
He says, "Why should you ask my 
name?"--Ofwhatuseisittoknowmy 
name? As the Soton. my task is to 
lead people astray, which I accom
plish by never using the same name: 
I appear in ever-changing guises. 

The Gernora ( Chulin 91 a) cites two 
3 See S1omo for a similar interpretation ofY aakov's 
question. 

opinions-one, that the Malach ap
peared to Yaakov as an idol worship
per; another, that he appeared like a 
talmidchacham. tl"T1C'j7'm'1:1;1'mll?N 
Both are true. Sometimes the yeiJzer 
hara performs his mission by appear
ing as an open adversary to everything 
that Yaakov stands for, at other times 
he appears like a talmidchachwnwho 
is advancing the cause of Torah. 

I HAVE MANY NAMES 

And in every generation-at 
times, every few years-he 
adopts a new form and as

sumes another alias. Thus the Malach 
says to Yaakov, 'Why do you ask my 
name?" It won't help you. You'll never 
be able to identify me by my old name. 
I take advantage of man's love of 
chiddush, In one generation I appear 
as Ba'alPe'or. In later generations I'm 
the Hellenists, I'm the T2:eddukim. the 
Baisusim. Then I'm the disciples of 
Oso Ha'ish, Later, I'm the Kara'im. 
Then I'm the Haskala. Reform. Zion
ism. I'm Yiddishism. Socialism. Com
munism. I'm Conservatism. I'm Re
constructionism. It's always some
thing new, something attractive that's 
going to solve the problems of the 
world in the spirit of the times. 

When Yaakov asked the Malachfor 
a beracha he answered by saying, 
"What is your name?" That was a rhe
torical question. The angel certainly 
knewYaakov's name; he did not have 
to ask him. "If you want a beracha 

Not ju~t.a cheese, 
a trad1t1on... ·~ 
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Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. A 
reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality 
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All Haolam Cheese products are made in the U.S.A. 
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you have to know your own name. If 
you ask me my name, I'll tell you that 
it makes no difference. You'll never 
figure me out. But if you know your 
own name-Yaakov ish tam yosheiv 
ohalim-the perfuctman who sat and 
learned in the tents of Torah, the 
yeshivas of Shem and Ever-then 
you will be blessed. You will be called 
not only Yaakov (which implies your 
having gained the beracha by deceit), 
but Yisroel, for you have achieved the 
power to confront and conquer all 
heavenly and human opposition." 
You can look the Sotonin the eye and 
vanquish him. 

THE IMAGE OF MAN ON THE 
THRONE OF GLORY 

Ti
e Gernora(Berachos 13a) tells 

us that whoever calls Avraham 
y his old name, Avram, is 

guilty of a transgression. Yet even 
though Yaakovwas given the name of 
Yisroel, the name Yaakov was never 
taken away from him. That is why the 
Malach told him, "What is your 
name?" That name will never change, 
because as Yaakov ish tam yosheiv 
ohalim. he achieved what no man ever 
achieved before or hence. His image 
was engraved on the KiseiHakavod
on the Divine Throne of Glory. 

After Yaakov left his father's house 
and had spent an additional fourteen 
years of learning Torah in the Beis 
Midrash of Ever, he had his dream of 
the ladder whose base was on earth 
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and whose top reached to the 
Heaven-and the angels of Hashem 
went up and down on it. The Midrash 
tells us that they went up and saw 
Yaakov's countenance engraved on 
the Kisei HaKavod, and they came 
down to see him sleeping on the earth. 

The image of the ideal man is en
graved on the Throne of Glory. 
Yaakov. through unremitting toil in 
Torah, achieved that eternal ideal in 
this world-as Yaakov. The name Yis
roel was added as a sign of his power 
to confront and vanquish Sar Shel 
Eisav. Yaakov used his love for 
chiddush to plumb the depths of To
rah and therefore was given the 
beracha to be able to emerge victori
ous from all encounters wlth heav
enly and human adversaries. 

BANKRUPT PANACEAS 

H ow many untold thousands 
ofYaakov's children over the 
millennia have fallen prey to 

the blandishments of the Satan's 
"chiddushtm"? These ever-recurring, 
modern panaceas eventually col
lapse, leaving behind the pathetic 
remnants of the spiritual holocausts 
they engendered. 

When the Communist regime disinte
grated and the avoda zara of Commu
nism was rrjected by its own people, my 
father-in-law, Rabbi Leizer Levin, the 
late Rav of Detroit, who had lived 
through the Bolshevik Revolution and 
had gone into golus in Russia with the 
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Chafetz Chaim, said. "How many Jews 
were led astray by that great shekker 
(lie)! They threw away theirYiddishkeit 
entirely for an ideology that everyone 
now recognizes was absolutely worth
less. But at that time, they thought it 
would save the world." 

obsolescent ideologies onto the Eitz 
Chaim of Torah. 

Modernity is to be like everyone 
else. Eternity is to be what one was 
created for. The purpose of creation 
does not change. Therefore. the image 
of Yaakov engraved on the Kisei 
HaKavod does not change. By the same token, look at other 

powerful movements: Haskala
bankrupt. Reform-bankrupt. Con
servatism. Zionism-disintegrating 
before our eyes. 

PERSONAL CONFRONTATIONS: 
STYLES 

Yet there are those who still feel 
they must pay homage to them and 
graft the "modem" elements of these Ti

e Adversary does not only at 
tack us with movements from 
without "like an idolater," or 
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with movements from within the Jew
ish people, "like a ta1mid chacham" 
He burrows into our own seemingly 
sacrosanct Torah ircles by way of 
modem lifestyles, antithetic to all that 
we hold sacred. We fall prey to every 
innovation in style-dothing styles. 
hair styles, styles in entertainment 
and in music. 

Here again the Sot.on uses his abil
ity to adapt. The styles are all new, all 
attractive; they're all the "in" tWng. If 
one fad goes out, he has no trouble 
coming up with a new one. 

I believe that the Orthodox com
munity is finally beginning to realize 
that television is no longer acceptable 
in a Jewish home. Is it really neces
sary to elaborate on the evils of televi
sion? Even the liberal administration 
of the United States has tried to put a 
curb on the sickening excesses of1V. 
without success. No intelligent per
son can believe any longer that 1V 
has not had a profound, deleterious 
effect on the moral fiber of our soci
ety. And there is a groundswell of re
alization that the box has to be elimi
nated from Torah-observant homes. 
\vith no less zeal than that with which 
we rid our homes of chometz before 
Pesach. 

LET'S RECORD THE SlMCH.4-
THE NEW BOX 

ButtheBa'alDavardoesnotrest. 
You think his name is "1V'? He 
has other names-new names 

that are introduced l'sheim mitzva. 
Who does not want to make a nice 
simcha when they marry off a son or 
a daughter, or even when they make 
a bar mitzva? And once you've made 
such a beautiful simcha. you have to 
record it for posterity. Just to take 
photographs that lie still in an album 
will never do. So we have the video, 
which is not, rn. 1V. It just makes the 
whole chasuna look like a 1V studio. 

And then, one must have the 
means for showing tWs video. So we 
have another type of box-a monitor. 
With this box, you can perform many 
mitzvos besides just watching the re
play of your children's simcha. You 
can watch recordings of Rabbonirris 
drashos, Rebbishe ma'amorim lec
tures for women-even videotapes of 
Agudah conventions. And when 
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you're out at another simcha she1 
mitzva, or maybe when you're asleep, 
your teenager can go to a video store 
and get other types of videos of which 
you might not really approve, but 
which fit perfectly into that old 
Malaclis agenda. 

This is not just a theoretical possi
bility. At the Agudath Israel of 
America Convention, I related an in
cident that I had heard from a high 
school teacher: 

A student of hers confessed to be
ing hooked on adult movies. When 
the parents were asleep, she and her 
older sisters would slip away to an all
night video outlet, rent videos, play 
them, and return them by three or 
four a.m,, while the parents were 
asleep. 

When I told over this story, I did 
not realize how widespread this phe
nomenon is. Subsequently, 1 at
tended meetings of Roshei Yeshiva 
and mechanchim, to discuss this 
problem, where testimony was given 
to numerous similar episodes. 
Gedolei Yisroe1 have warned us that 
the VCR is no less a threat to the 
sanctity of our homes than 1V. 

AND THEN THERE'S THE 
WARDROBE 

nother symptom of the mod
rnism syndrome is clothing 
tyles. We can never be out of 

style. That would never do. Not that 
our wives and daughters would ever 
violate standards of decency. But are 
these dictated by the laws of tzenills 
or the whims of fashion designers? 

A mechaneches told me recently 
that she happened to meet a student 
of hers wearing an outfit that did not 
befit a bas YisroeL When the girl saw 
her teacher's surprised look, she said, 
"Morah. you know I feel very bad 
about wearing this. But what am I 
supposed to do? When my mother 
took me shopping, I wanted to buy a 
longer skirt, but my mother said to 
me that if I wore such a thing I would 
look nebby. She said, 'You don't want 
to look like a neb, do you?' " 

Translated into the language of 
our discussion, that means, "You 
won't be modern." And that, of 
course, is a cardinal sin. 

We must ask ourselves: do we re
ally have to look to Paris to know how 

'1::J1 :Vi'1 1'r.lN~ 1'1~ 'm1V'r.l V'N 7::J 
('n T" . 7"nr.i1J 

Now ever~one can be[ieve and 
understands tbe precepts of Emunab 

witb RABBI MICHEL TWERSKI 
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to dress? 
These are just some examples of 

the insidious infiltration of unaccept
able aspects of modernism into our 
midst. It is not a matter of alien move
ments attacking us; it is the atmo
sphere in which we live, it is the very 
air we breathe. We feel that we must 
be up-to-date. If we're not, we will be 
looked upon as nebs. The effects of 
this are not felt immediately. But the 
slow build-up of foreign, materialistic 
grime ultimately dulls our spirttual 
sensitivities. 

THE BATTERY LIGHT 

I have a very sophisticated speaker 
phone that uses batteries. It has 
a little red warning light under the 

legend, "low battery." Several months 
ago that light went on, meaning that 
I had to replace the batteries. But I 
was too busy and did nothing about 
it. The other day I noticed that the 
little red light had gone off. "Great!" I 
thought to myself. 'The problem has 
been solved." But then I realized that 
that was impossible. Batteries do not 
replace themselves. What had hap-

'Postage & handling $250 per order. All Twerski Tapes are available at Eichlers. 
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A STORY OF ETERNITY pened was that even that small re
sidual source used to power the 
warning light had gone dead. Now I 
was left with no batteries and no 
warning signal. 

This happens to us as a people. 
When our yiras Shamayim, our level 
of Torah and shemiras hamitzvos 
wane, we have warning lights that 
turn on: we're bothered by our 
lapses. But when we're no longer dis
turbed and we start feeling good 
about ourselves, the problem has 
not solved itself. Then we are really 
in trouble. 

A t this pastyear'sAgudath Israel 
Convention, the Rav of 
Komemius, Rabbi Menachem 

Mendelson, told a different type of 
story of an exchange between a girl 
and her father. 

12 

A little girt whose father's source of 
income is .from a vineyard, told her fa
ther, "Abba, I learned in school that next 
year is going to be Shmittah. You can
not work the vineyard and you must be 
mafkir (renounce ownership oj) the 
fruit." 

----··------- ----------~------ ··- -·-·---···· ------------··--1 
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I 

The father responded, "My child, 
have you lost your mind? That's my 
wlwle livelihood-I have one kerem. 
that's what I make a ltving .from And 
besides, you can't just leave a vineyard 
alDne for year. It will get ruined!" 

The little girl looked at her father with 
a sad expression: "Abba, have you 
heardofAvrahamAvinu?" 

"Yes. of course." 
"Do you know, Abba, that Avraham 

Avinu had one son-YUzchak? And that 
the Ribbono Shel Olam told Avraham 
Avinu 'Bringyouronlysonforakorban!' 
AndAvraham Avinu didn't hesitate for 
a moment?" 

"Yes." 
"He was willing to gtve up his only 

son forever. And Abba, you can't give up 
your keremfor one year?" 

"if that's the way you put it," thefa
iher said, "I will do as you say. " 

This is a story of eternity. 

THE WORID OF THEAVOS 

W e are an eternal people be 
cause we are children of 
Avraham, Yitzchak and 

Yaakov. They lived in this world: not in 
Heaven. Avraham was brought up in 
Ur Kasdim; he sojourned in Canaan. 
Yitzchak dwelt in the land of the 
Plishtim. Yaakov lived with Lavan. But 
in actuality Avraham did not really live 

~tntR t\rnswrnR 
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Modernity is not the problem. The problem is 
modernism, a philosophy and mindset that apply to 
ideas as well as to lifestyles. The avoda zara of 
modernism is to say that whatever is modern is ipso 
facto better than whatever existed before, and that 
something which is not modern is automatically 
beneath consideration. 

tn Ur Kasdim or tn Canaan. Yltzchak 
did not tnhabit the land ofPlishtim, nor 
didYaakovtruly livetn Lavan's world .... 
Whiletheyweretnthisworld, theylived 
tn the world of the Ribbono Shel Olam 
Theirs was a world of1Tlr.W71m:l))';---0f 
constant, unremitting toil tn Torah and 
Avodas Hashem. They were real 
people. They did not feel a need to keep 
up with or be accepted by the society 
tn which they lived. 

We have no quarrel with those who 
want to benefit from the scientific and 
technological advances of the modern 

world. What's wrong with using a fax 
machine? Is there anyone among 
who will say that you may not use 
antibiotics to treat sicknesses, or that 
we should go back to tilling the soil 
with an ox and a plow? What's wrong 
with being modern? 

THE MINDSET OF MODERNISM 

Modernity is not the problem. 
The problem is modernism 
a philosophy and mindset 

that applies to ideas as well as to 

lifestyles. The avoda zara of modern
ism is to say that whatever is modern 
is ipso facto better than whatever ex
isted before, and that something 
which is not modern is automatically 
beneath consideration. 

The basic error of those who ad
vance the shitu.fpartnership of mod
ernism and Orthodoxy is that they 
equate modernism with progress and 
effectively deny the principle of 
yeridas hadoros-the continual spiri
tual descent of the generations. 4 

Obviously, there is nothtng wrong 
with recogniztng the progress made 
in conquertng disease and solving the 
problems of the physical world. But 
when the awe of modernism spills 
over into spiritual and intellectual 
spheres, and we believe that the mod
ern world has discovered new truths, 
and that we are somehow better 
people by being more up-to-date, 
then we are tn trouble. 

4 Dr. Norman Lamm in his book Torah Umad.da, 
Chapter 4, devotes a whole section to what he calls 
"The degeneration of the generations." After hav
ing cited a number of the accepted sources for the 
concept of Yeridas Hadoros, he advances the fol
lowing opinion: 
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l_ -~~s~--J~Cfl_! 
'Postage & handling $2.50 per order All Twerski Tapes are available at Eichlers. 

PARSHA 
PERSPECTIVES 
from 
Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski, M.D. 
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TO CONNECT THROUGH 
THEAVOS 

n ee times a day we daven with 
e nusach composed by the 

Anshei Knesses Hagedola, be
ginning the ShemonehEsret "Blessed 
are You, our G-d and the G-d of our 
fathers, the G-d of Avraham, the G-d 
ofYltzchak, and the G-d ofYaakov." 

These tefillos keep us in touch 
with the Ribbono Shel O!am-with 
nitzchiyus. And what is most impor
tant, they keep us in touch with 
Him according to the understand
ing of the Avos. Three times a day, 
we reconnect ourselves through the 
conduits created by the Avos to 
those higher eternal worlds in 
which they lived. 

~Nor is it conceivable that Judaism would sub
sClibe to such a narrow, constricting, suffocating 
viewofhuman creativity and such a bleak and dis
mal view of the future development of our people 
and their qualities.~ 

He proceeds to make six points in this regard. 
Response to all of these points is not in the pur
view of this article. Suffice it for us to quote two 

Yaakov used his love for 

chiddush to plumb the 

depths of Torah and 

therefore was given the 

beracha to be able to 

emerge victorious from all 

encounters with heavenly 

and human adversaries. 

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch 
says that the word '7!ll1l:l is from the 
same root as c""7o-judges. 5 When 
we daven, we are in a sense judging 

of his points. 
~ ... !lit stands to reason that the ascription of 

superiority to the ancients derives primarily from 
their proxin1ity to the source of the tradition, that 
is, to Revelation, as mentioned earlier; and there
fore their reports are more reliable because they 
were less likely to have been distorted by the pas
sage of time and the transmisSion through so many 

Yeshiva of Los Angeles 

14 

Rav Sholom Tendler, Rosh Yeshiva 
Rav Nachum Sauer, Rosh Kolle! 

ANNOUNCES 
TWO KOLLEL POSITIONS 

AVAILABLE FOR ELUL 5754 
Base Salary: $25,000 

• Two full sedorim daily with chaburos presented by the Rosh Kolle! 
and Chavrei HaKollel 

• Traditional yeshiveshe derech with an halacha l'maaseh orientation 
• Opportunities to gain teaching experience at night with highly-

motivated adults 
• Potential teaching position for wife al our girls' High School (YULA) 

We are seeking musmachim who are accomplished talmidei chachamim 
and have the ability to articulate Torah to a broad range of individuals. 

If you fit this description, kindly contact: 
Rabbi N. Sauer: Days (310)553-4478, Ext. 296 • Evenings (213)933-6469 or 

Rabbi H. Greenspan, Coordinator of Beis Midrash Programs 
(310)553-44 78, Ext. 285 

Girls' High School is seeking a dedicated mechanechet for 3-5 hrs. daily. 
Excellent pay. 

Kolle! or Rebbi position in Boys' School available for husband. 

Fax resume to: (310)277-5558, attention: Evi 

ourselves. Do we belong to the world 
of the Avos or do we belong to the 
ephemeral world of contemporary so
ciety, which disappears daily to be re
placed by another pertshable world? 

Let us stop paying so much atten
tion to the comforts and amenities on 
our short trip in this world. Let us 
look towards the destination. Let us 
forget about the transient distrac
tions of modern life and let us look 
instead at ourselves as mil 'VlN
people of eternity. Let us ask our
selves, does what I'm doing fit in with 
my tachlis-my real goal? If we have 
begun to stray from that goal. let us 
be thankful that we are concerned 
with it, that our battery light is still 
on. Let us not wait until. chas 
vesha/Drn, the light goes out. • 

more generations. 
~ ... Once the Oral Law was committed to wrtt

ing, however, and especially With the advent of 
printing in the fifteenth centwy, this explanation 
no longer served to assume automatically the infe
riority of the present to the past. The text now 
stands as the authority, not the chronological po
sition of the person. In this manner, creativity is 
salvaged, for othenvise all later generations are re
duced to exegesis and, eventually. to repetition 
alone." 

This audacious argument, of course, assumes 
that the present generation is the master of all the 
texts and of all the profundities of all the texts on a 
par With the previous generations-so that anyone 
with a Shas on his shelf is the equal ofRavina and 
RavAshi. 

Another point he makes: M ... [W1hereas we con
sider the ancients as individuals [emphasis Dr. 
Lamm'sl to be our superiors, collectively we may 
assume the reverse, for we have the advantage of 
having learned from them. nus theme has been 
expressed in aphortstic fashion by Isaac Nev.1.on: 
'If! have seen farther, it is by standing on the shoul
ders of giants: ... Thus, we may indeed be dwarfs 
compared to our predecessors, but we are the for
tunate beneficiaries of the cumulative Wisdom of 
the ages-bequeathed to us by them-and there
fore have the capacity to see farther than they did.· 
(emphasis mine) 

To cariy this amazing analogy to its absurd 
conclusion-the further away we get from the 
Chachmei I-fatalmud, the Rishonim and the 
Gedolef Acharonim, the greater we are because 
we have the benefit of being dwarls standing on 
the shoulders of succeeding generations of 
dwarfs standing on each others' shoulders, the 
first of whom stood on the shoulders of giants. It 
also makes the preposterous assumption that we 
arc on their shoulders, having achieved whatever 
they did, and then continued on. Does Dr. Lamm 
believe that we stand on the shoulders of Reh 
Chaim Ozer, of the previous generation. let alone 
those of the Vilna Gaon and the Rambam, and 
can see further than they? We do not come to the 
tops of their shoes! 
5 Horeb. 
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MAINTAINING SPIRITUALITY IN A WORLD OF CONSTANT CHANGE Rabbi YISsochar Frand 

THE INVASIVE SPIRIT 
OF MoDERN V AWES 
Finding Eternity in Every Breath of Life 

WHEN EYES AND HEARTS 
ARE SEALED 

W:e live in an era of constant 
change. Tilis may be excit
ing, but it also involves 

great risk. There are many emerging 
issues, many innovative concepts, 
that at first blush seem to be innocu
ous. and no threat to Torah at all. But 
on further reflection, these same con
cepts can be an antithesis to all that 
Torah stands for. That is our prob
lem-not knowtng which of the novel 
and intriguing modern concepts and 
values are consonant with the eter
nity of Torah, and which are inimical 
to Torah. 

Our problem is well expressed by 
a well-known Chazal, quoted by 
Rashi in the beginning of Parshas 
VayechL "Parsha zu stwnma-Thls 
portion of the Torah is sealed"-that 
is, the customary blank space that 
separates one parsha from the next 
is not there. The reason for this, says 
RashL Is that when Yaakov Avinuwas 
niftar (passed away). as recorded in 
the chapter that follows, "the hearts 
and eyes of the Jews were sealed." so 
to speak. as a result of the oppressive 
enslavement. Ask the commentaries: 
The enslavement did not begin until 

Rabbi Yissochar Frand is on the faculty of Ye
shiva Ner Israel in Baltimore. His article, ~Fight
ing Assimilation From Within,~ was featured in 
JO, Feb. '91. This article is based on his presen
tation at the recent national convention of 
Agudath Israel of America. 
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It can be difficult for us to 
distinguish between 
ideas that are part of our 
sacred tradition, and 
those that are foreign to 
Torah, even though they 
may have a Jewish ring 
to them. As Americans, 
we are comfortable with 
them; as Jews, we 
identify with them. 

all twelve of Yaakov's sons had died, 
many years later. Why ascribe this 
condition to the time of Yaakov's 
passing? 

The Sfas Emes answered by saying 
that. true. the physical subjugation 
did not begin as long as any one of the 
brothers was alive. But with Yaakov 
Avinlis absence from the scene. Kial 
Y1Sroel underwent a profound change, 
affecting the eyes and hearts of Jewry. 
There is a phenomenon known as a 
Yiddi.she oig and a Yiddi.she hartz. A 
Jew who is totally committed to G-d 
has a unique way of viewtng situa
tions. His Weltanschauung is unlike 

that of any others. And so is the way 
he feels and responds to various situ
ations unique. With the petira of 
Yaakov Avinu. that Yuidishehartzand 
that Yiddishe oig were blunted, 
clouded. dulled. The singular sensi
tivities and sensibilities that define 
Kial Y"1Sroel became diminished. 

If that generation of spirttual giants 
suffered such marked diminution at 
that time, how are we-so distant from 
such towering figures-to view our 
own stature? We, who are so fortunate 
to live in America, are welcome as citi
zens with full equality. As a result, it 
can be difficult for us to distinguish 
between ideas that are part of our sa
cred tradition, and those that are for
eign to Torah. even though they may 
have a Jewish ring to them. As Ameri
cans, we are comfortable with them: 
as Jews, we identify with them. 

THE DO'SAND BE'S 
OF SELF-ESTEEM 

F or example: We hear so much 
today about the problems and 
ills associated with low self-es

teem. Such a lack can be serious-to 
the extent that California has estab
lished a State Commission on Self
Esteem and Health Care Reform. In
deed. the media have crowned self 
esteem "The elixir of the '90s; the 
panacea for all ills. from poor grades 
to bad management." 

As for our perspective, what could 
be more Jewish than self-esteem? 
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How often I heard my Rosh Yeshiva, 
Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg, N"1''7"V, 
quote Rabbeinu Yona (circa 1250 
C.E.) in his Introduction to Shaar 
Avoda: "Beyond the first portal into 
being an oved Hashem-a true ser
vant of G-d-is ha'yeida ha'ish 
ha'oveid erech atzmo-a person 
must recognize his own full worth." 
Knowing who I am-achieving self es
teem-is very much a Jewish value, 
it would seem. 

Upon further reflection, however, 
we find a huge chasm separating 
Rabbeinu Yona's concept of self-

worth and the modern concept of self
esteem. The latter is an expression of 
worth based on external success. 
And in the contemporary scene. 
which is so productivity-oriented, 
worthiness is determined solely by 
one factor: one's capacity to perform 
and to produce. In the Torah-based 
value system, however, worthiness is 
not so much determined by what you 
do as by who you are. This crucial dif
ference is borne out by an insight 
from the Dubner Maggid: 

The Torah tells us that Yitzchak 
loved-vaye'ehav-Eisau because 

W&''ll addMI and ixpalldad 0111' list of S!iper ltfivitil!l for thl upto111in9 SUSOll of Jqq4 _ 
1"it.in, alld thay ara nothing short of sputawlar! 

S
putatlllat firtwOl'b s""'" alld PtuiftS t.alllpl'irH, 111otor-boating 1114 t.1110ti119 on fM kalltiflll 
GaMp Nurilll IW, dMft9 into our Oly111pic W:MI rwi111111ing Jl®I, zoO!lling aYO!llld our Ca111p Kaarl111 
£pudw1y on ,pltty HW go-earts, t:a:itlns Mokout$, fUGinating trips to Utrshy Park .Hd 

l.&Gbwau bmb.IU riadi11111, hlllf'W!js plays, arigitta! nig/i.t at!MtiH, fallfu& to11Urts, niglit •111mg, 
arts llld Grafts atld Milly, MilJY Mota fabulow ufi'iitiu to n111111r011s to Mintion all at onu. 

A
ll this will ba hqp1nin9 on C1111p Naarhr!°s !Jt'Ull, ralUng, spaeiOlls u111p 9ro1111ds i" !ht SGt11IG 
l'o.:Oilo lllOlffltaiM, wi!ll fr.'6 CllOl'lllllllC NubaU fields, 1igl!I ollf-dDor bublball GOlll1'$, lit wp for 
Kigilffilll• plaYillJI, a lrUltl!dOUS 9V"' 11111 two fldl siz&d C/.IGUI' GOUrts. 

Ralobi Do¥id ROW\ffr!l of tM SGl'a11toll YeW... Kata111 is a truly vallilblc ldditiOI! to our Ca111p adl!li,Us
tratio" ac llMllio" Mud of tM JYRior Divi~Oll. R.Mt111ber, ea111p Nuri111 of tllt PoGO"", tr.a UMP 
wMra IYU'ftMnt 11rut fc hapf111ing !llis cu111111U'. 

"Th& C1Mp Wh1n You Want to Bel" 

'.. 

Rabbi Shmuel Kunda 
, · (.: .. .. Rabbi Dovld Presser 
' V , .__, v Camp Directors 

0 • ' 71fl-fl71-0521 

~~~~~~~~~' ~ 71fl-43fl-5044 

Camp Na'arim: There's More In Store for '94 
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game was in his mouth, but Rivka 
loves-oheves-Yaakov" /Bereishis 25, 
28). The commentaries are troubled as 
to why the pasuk refers to the relation
ship between Yitzchak and EisruJ in the 
past tense, while Rivka's love for 
Yaakov is voiced in the present. as an 
ongoing condition. The Dubner Maggid 
explains that when dealing with an 
Eisav, his worthiness is detennined by 
the game he has trapped and seroed to 
his father. Material achievement ls al· 
ways a matter of productivity. (As the 
expression goes. "What have you done 
for me lately?"} But Rivka's love for 
Yaakov is determined by Yaakov's 
spiritual stature-by his person, which, 
in tum, is a.function of what he is .... 
What he is and who he is are constant 
Ask a child, "What do you want to 

be when you grow up?" Invariably, 
the answer is, "I want to be a doctor." 
"I want to be a lawyer." "I want to be 
an executive officer." But that does 
not answer the question. "What do 
you want to be" is not the same as 
"What do you want to do." In Western 
society, however, being is doing. 
One's personal identity is a function 
of what one does. Thatis why, in con
temporary society, after the initial two 
minutes, a conversation between two 
strangers inevitably wanders into, 
"So what do you do for a living?" Be
cause what you are is the equivalent 
of what you do. 

OF QUALITY AND SANCTITY 

Tis phenomenon is highly sig 
ficant, for a society that de 
rmines worthiness by pro

ductivity will spawn new terms, such 
as "quality of life." The phrase and the 
concept it conveys demonstrate how 
modernity can be an assault to eter
nity. In the lexicon of Torah, there is 
no such terminology as "quality of 
life." The only terminology akin to 
that is "sanctity of life," because by 
the standards of the Eternal Torah, 
all life has value, as a cheilek Eloka 
mima'al-a portion, so to speak, of 
G-d Himself. On this basis, halacha 
calls for violating the Sabbath to save 
even the most tenuous of lives. In 
sum, contemporary society, where 
self esteem depends upon worthi
ness, and worthiness is determined 
by productivity, the very young, the 
old, and the terminally ill are viewed 
as intolerable burdens that compro-
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There are many emerging 
issues, many innovative 
concepts, that at first blush 
seem lo be innocuous, and 
no threat lo Torah at all. But 
on further reffection, these 
same concepts can be an 
antithesis lo all that Torah 
stands for. 

mise our quality of life. And conse
quently, these are the people against 
whom we lash out in anger. We con
sign them to the fiinge of existence 
where they are obliterated from our 
view, and left to die. 

Every day, our society tells us in 
diverse ways that there are certain 
lives that are just not worth living. 
That explains why, since 1973, 23 
million babies have been disposed of 
through abortion. And it explains 
how the former governor of Colorado, 
Richard Lamm, could say that which 
others only think: 'The elderly have a 
duty to die, and get out of the way." 
Such are the attitudes that modernity 
has spawned. Such are the values 
created by a self-esteem dependent 
upon worthiness, which is based on 
productivity in terms of tangible re
sults ... a quality of life that says Get 
out of the way and die. 

As a result, our society is so thor
oughly indocttinated with the con
cept of"the quality of life," that it has 
become exceedingly difficult to ex
plain to others the value of suffering. 
Seeing a dying patient in a hospital 
endurtng suffertng, one asks, How 
could this life have meaning? To our 
Eternal Torah, however, there is an 
intrinsic value to life. Every neshama 
has reason to be here for just as long 
as Divine wisdom decrees. That alone 
provides life with purpose. 

Dr. Abraham J. Twerski tells how 
he visited a young mother of two who, 
suffering from multiple sclerosis, J>"7, 
was completely blind. She felt herself 
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a total burden to her family. Instead 
of mothering her children, they had 
to administer to her needs. The 
woman was, understandably, de
pressed. Dr. Twerski visited her in the 
hospital, and from a non-theological 
point of view, had nothing to offer this 
woman. But he did relate to her the 
following Gemora from the end of 
Sanhedrin. 

When Rabbe Eliezer becwne ill, four 
talmidim visited him: Rabbi Tarfon, 
Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi Elazar ben 
Azaria, and Rabbi Akiva. Each of the 
first three praised their ailing rabbi in 
metaphortcal te1111S, likening his pow· 
ers to those of the rains, the swi. W1d 
one's parents-only more so, because 
his irifluence extends beyond This 
World, to Olam Habba-The World To 
Come. None of their words brought him 
comfort. Then spoke RabbiAkiva. say· 
ing, 'Chavivinyesurim-Howprecious 
are your sufferings!" Rabbi Eliezer re¥ 
sponded, "My disciples, bring me 
closer, let me hear what Rabbi Akiva 
has to tell me." 
One may wonder, What did Rabbi 

Akiva say that brought Rabbi Eliezer 
greater comfort than the words of the 

others? Perhaps it is because Rabbi 
Eliezer was on his death-bed, and 
could no longer teach Torah. He did 
not see what he could do for his 
talmidim now, what he could do for 
Kial Yisroelin such a condition. When 
the other talmidim employed all sorts 
of metaphors to tell him, in effect: 
"You are a gevaldike rebbe!" Rabbe 
Eliezer said to himself, "I was a 
gevaldike rebbe. But what am I now, 
lying here on my death bed?" 

Rabbi Ak;va, however, told him, 
"Chavivin yesurim" You can lie there 
in your bed and be mekabel yesurtm 
b'emWlll. .. and b'ahava. Accept your 
lot with faith and love. Even now, in a 
diminished state, Rabbi Eliezer, you 
have a tachlis-a purpose in this 
world. There is no standard of pro
ductivity. All the Ribbono Shel Olam 
wants from a menschis that he be His 
eved, His willing servant, to the maxi
mum of his ability at any given mo
ment. And if that capacity is merely 
to lie in a bed, then that's sufficient. 
What you are at that moment is the 
only crtterton. 

First time ever in Flatbush! 
A USED JUDAICA BOOK SALE 

When: Right now while supply lasts 

Where: MATANA GALLERY 
1917 Avenue M 
(Between E. 19th Street and Ocean Avenue) 

We also carry a full line of Seforim, Judaica gift items, Talleisim, Tzitzis, 
Yarmulkas, Tallis and Tefillin Bags, Chai/ah boards and covers, Mezuzos, 

tapes, silver, Judaica art and custom framing, and a unique leasing library. 
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TEARS ••• AND AN ANSWER 

N a/mid of mine in Yeshiva Ner 
rael. Baltimore, is a ba'al 
shuva. formerly a student in 

Columbia University .... He recently 
returned to Columbia University for 
a Shabbaton, in hope of reaching a 
few more souls. That Friday night, 
with the best and the brightest of Co
lumbia University. were some chil
dren from Yachad, an OU-sponsored 
group that reaches out to develop
mentally disabled children, ))"';>, This 
young man was saying a d'varTorah. 

We find a huge chasm separating Rabbeinu Yona's 

concept of self-worth and the modern concept of self

esteem. The latter is an expression of worth based on 

external success. In the Torah-based value system, 

however, worthiness is not so much determined by 

what you do as by who you are. 
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ARTHRITIS 
YOU JUST LEARN TO 

LIVE WITH IT, RIGHT! 

WRONG!! 
DR. ALAN P. GOLDMAN, BOARD-CERTIFIED ARTHRITIS SPECIALIST 

HAS THE LATEST NON-SURGICAL TREATMENTS FOR: 

• Rheumatoid Arthritis • Gout 
• Osteoarthritis • Low Back Pain 
• Bursitis • Neck Pain 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome • Shoulder Pain 
• Tendonitis • Lupus 
• Lyme Disease • Psoriasis Arthritis 

Treatments may include medicines, injections 
and other therapies. 

"CARING, NOT JUST CURING" 

ALAN P. GOLDMAN, A 8. CUM LAUDE HARVARD UNIVERSITY; A.M., HARVARD 
UNIVERSITY; M.D., ALBERT EINSTEIN COLLEGE OF MEDICINE; INTERNAL 
MEDICINE TRAINING, NYU. BELLEVUE; RHEUMATOLOGY FELLOWSHIP-N.Y.U.; 
MEMBER, AMERICAN COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS; FELLOW. AMERICAN COLLEGE 
OF RHEUMATOLOGY. 

DR. ALAN P. GOLDMAN 
(718) 946•7557 86~~~T. 

130 BRIGHTON BEACH AVENUE 
{CORNEA OF.OCEAN P'KWAV. AND BRIGHTON BEACH AVE.) 

BROOKLYN, N.Y.11235 

MEDICARE & MOST OTHER INSURANCE 
ASSIGNMENTS ACCEPTED 

describing how every Jew has an in
dividual role to play; just as there are 
many osios (letters) in the Torah, and 
yet no two osios touch each other, so 
too does every Yid have an individual 
role, a special tajkid in life. A seven
teen-year-old mentally handicapped 
boy from Yachad raised his hand. "I 
have a question. What's my role? I'm 
mentally disabled! What's my role? I 
can't do anything." And the boy 
started to cry. What's my role? The 
kids from Columbia joined him in his 
tears, wondering, What's his role? 
This ta/mid, thinking quickly on his 
feet, said, "What's your role? You 
asked a question! You made people 
think! You made people cry! You 
touched people! That's your role." 

A week after the bachur had re
turned to the yeshiva, he heard that 
this seventeen-year-old boy from 
Yachad got up one morning, and told 
his mother, "I'm not feeling well." 
Later that day he was niflar. 

The ta/mid decided to travel to New 
York to be menachem ovel the family. 
As he sat down in their living room, 
he wondered, What am I going to tell 
the bereaved parenis?While trying to 
formulate his thoughts, the parents 
told him, "Our son fulfilled his task in 
life. He asked his question. Maybe 
that was his role." 

Sometimes, that's all one has to do 
in one's life:.Ask a question .... Lie in a 
bed .... It may not be a life of obvious 
quality, but it will be a life of sanctity. 

HEALTH CARE REFORM VS. 
THE SANCTITY CRITERION 

Tie discussion thus far brings 
s to the doorstep of an ex 

tremely relevant topic: health 
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care reform. lf-when?-universal 
health care is going to be instituted, 
cost-control will be of top priority. 
There is a word for what is going to be 
happening, buteveryoneisloatheto 
use it: rationing. And the first people 
whose health care will be denied are 
those whose quality of life is deemed 
inadequate. If 40% of a person's 
health-care costs are incurred during 
the last year of his or her life, do you 
have any doubts as to where the gov
ernment is going to cut costs? 

There are experts who are as
signed the fonnidable task of assess
ing these factors. And they deal with 
treatment costs in terms of "qualies" 
- an acronym: Qu-A-L-Y~Quality 
Adjusted Life Years. The people who 
are charged with this responsibility 
will be answering such questions as: 
Is it worth $40,000 to equip an old 
person who has bad lungs and bad 
kidneys with a cardiac defibrillator? 
How many "qualies" can he have? The 
Washington official who will be mak
ing this decision does not know about 
the comment of Me'iri in Yuma. The 
Mishnain Ywnadiscusses the obliga
tion to attempt to dig out a person 
buried under a caved-in building on 
Shabbos, which would constitute a 
violation of the Sabbath, even though 
the possibility of saving his life is far 
from certain. The Me'irisays that even 
after the person is found, the digging 
is carried on to completion even 
though it is certain that the victim is 
going to die within the hour. Explains 
the Me'irt It is worth violating the 
Shabbos for the sake of gaining these 
few minutes, for it is possible that in 
the bit of time the man has left on this 
earth, he may do teshuva. 

It is quite unlikely that the Wash
ington expert dealing with "qualies" 
will take the teshuva factor into ac
count. When he thinks of a comatose 
person, he is convinced that the pa
tient has no Quality Adjustment Life 
Years ahead. But from a perspective 
of Eternity, the sanctity of life looms 
larger than all mundane consider
ations. (May I emphasize that this is 
not a halachic paper and I am not 
suggesting that one rule applies to 
every person in every situation, 7'"1. 
When one has responsibility for a 
relative who is on the outer brink of 
life, one must consult an authority on 
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such halachos, as to whether one 
must keep the patient alive regard
less of cost, regardless of perceived 
benefit.) When the doctor, however, 
informs the family. "But there's no 
quality of life .... " one must recognize 
that the well-meaning doctor is ap
proaching the situation from the van
tage point of modernity. He does not 
know about the Me'iri, nor has he ever 
heard that the neshama has to be 
here for a specific period of time. 

Nor has the National Task Force 
on Health-Care Reform have the abil
ity, unfortunately, to relate to the fol
lowing anecdote, written by Rabbi 
David Bleich in one of his seforim on 
medical ethics. 

Rabbi Bleich's grandmother-in-law 
had suffered renalfailure. and was co
matose for 36 hours. He came into her 
hospital room. looked at her chart. and 
saw that no treatment had been pre
scribedfor her. The Rabbi called the at
tending physician and asked him. "Why 
aren't you doing anything for her?" 

The doctor responded, "Listen, she's 
an old lady. Let her go in peace." 

In Torah, Light & Healing, Rabbi 
Glazerson employs his own unique 
and fascinating methodology to 
examine the subject of health & 
healing. 
Delving into Scripture, Talmud, 
and Kabbalah, the author un
covers a wealth of wisdom and 
meaning that lies hidden in the 
Hebrew language. 

Torah, Light & Healing re
stores spirituality to our over· 
all understanding of health. 
Here is a text to stimulate 
your thinking and broaden 
your perspective-on a topic 
important to us all. 

Rabbi Bleich said that he then made 
a decision that he recognized as intellec
tually correct, but emotionally, very dif
ficult. He ordered the doctor, "You treat 
her. Try to keep her alive as long as you 
can," They started treating her, and af
ter davening Mincha-it was Shab
bos-Rabbi Bleich returned to the hos-

Uncle Moishy, 
Morde,hai Ben David, 
and other top-of-the-line 
Jewish entertainers 
are available 
to visit 
seriously ill 
'hildren 
thanks to 
mn nrnv 
11J:lVJ""OT7 
:wT:iN.l :lPV' 'i ro ;nn 
A Chessed project run by 
Agudath Israel of America ~ •. 
in conjunction with •• • ~ 
Suki & Ding Productions ',··; ' 
To set up an appointment, call: , 1, 

(2!2)797-9000 Ext.75 • M·F, 9-5 ----
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for careful attention to your 
individual needs, call us today! 

(914) 354-8445 

PATHWAYS OF THE PROPHETS 
Rabbi Yisroel Reisman 
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as halachic and hashkafic issues 

are applied to contemporary times. 

A collection of the all-time favorite Navi Shiurim 
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+Patience With Children; One Body: Parent and Child 

Dedicated by Mr. & Mrs. David H. Lasky in loving memory of his parents 
t"'V 2-PJ." ., ,,~ ~"l'n"tJ) ,,,n ·:· 1i"l11"U'1N -Off"t.:1.X ., 1:1. V"-''t'I' ., 

SERIES n, MOODS 
+Moods: Getting A Hold of YourSelf 
+ Life, Liberty & The Pursuit of Happiness; Inner Strength 
+ Shalom Bay1s 
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<- Controlling The Mood·-Dealing With Insults 
+Actions Set The Mood 

Dedicated by Mr. & Mrs. Alex Gross in loving memory of his parents 
M"V C"n 'l"'t ., 11:& ?n., + 11"V :lj.'V' ?xiv.it :I.,,, 12 pn~, ., 

Send $29.95 for each series ordered 
(shipping & handling included) 
Make checks payable to: 
Agudath Israel of Madison 
1812 Avenue R 
Brooklyn, NY 11229 

When the doctor informs 

the family, "But there's no 

quality of life ... ," one 

must recognize that the 

well-meaning doctor is 

approaching the 

situation from the 

vantage point of 

modernity. He does not 

know that the neshama 
has to be here for a 

specific period of time. 

pital room and said, "Gut Shabbes, 
Bobbeh!" 

This woman who had been comatose 
for 36 hours, opened half an eye and 
whispered. "Gut Shabbes." 

Rabbi Akiva Elger (the great sage of 
Posen. 1761-1837). in his glosses on 
Shulclwn Aruch (Drach Chaim 271). 
says that if a person says the words 
"Gut Shabbes." he fulfills the positive 
command of Kiddush. "Zachores Yorn 
haShabbos lekadsho-Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy." Rabbi 
Bleich's grandmother on that last 
Shabbos of her life fulfilled the mi!zva 
ofKiddush. 

The rabbis tell us that a moment 
of good deeds in this world is greater 
than all of Olam Habba-The World 
To Come, and the Bobbeh is now 
reaping her reward for that "Gut 
Shabbes," of which the doctor would 
have deprived her... because in his 
view, those final hours lacked Qual
ity Of Life .... Such has been the eter
nal clash between modernity and 
eternity. II 
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MAINTAINING SPIRITUALITY IN A WORLD OF CONSTANT CHANGE Professor Aaron Twerski 

Standing Up For 
Torah Principles 

MY ENEMY, MY BROTHER 

M ost of us inhabit a world 
where modernity and eter
nal values are in constant 

confrontation. Each of us will approach 
this clash from his own perspective, 

Battles on the 
Personal Front 

CASEIUSTORY 

I t was the fourth week of the 
semester in the law school. A 
student in my torts class came in 

to see me with a pack of books on his 
back. He slipped off the pack and 

drawing upon his 
own feelings. To 
me, the topic is not 
a philosophical 
one: it is a conflict 
of immediate, 
emotional impact 
that I feel in my 
bones. for I live it 
every day. l believe 
that, as with most 
of us, I am part of 
the problem. And 
while I do not have 
any fool-proof so
lutions to the di
lemma, I would 
suggest that un
derstanding the 

-------------------------------==l 
His mouth began to grimace and his eyes I 

welled up with tears as he struggled to get the 
1 

words out. Finally he mumbled, "Professor, I 
can't handle it. I'm in this environment. I want 

said, "Professor, I'd like 
to talk to you, but it 
has nothing to do with 
torts. Can I close the 
door?" (Here it comes, 
I thought.) He took a 
seat-a fine boy with a 
knitted yarmulke on 
his head. His mouth 
began to grimace and 
his eyes welled up with 
tears as he struggled to 
get the words out. Fi
nally he mumbled, 
"Professor, I can't 

to be able to get along. I want to be friends. I 
want to be a part of this society. And my 
Yiddishkeit is slipping away." handle it. I'm in this 

environment. I want to 

problem is an extremely important first 
step in solving it. 

The tension inherent to living in a 

Dr. Twerski is a professor of law in Brooklyn Law 
School and serves as chairman of Agudath Israel 
of Amertca's Commission on Legislation and Civic 
Action. This article is based on a presentation at 
the recent national convention of Agudath Israel of 
Amertca. A frequent contributor to these pages, Dr. 
1\verski wao;; last represented by ~Discordant Notes: 
An Essay on Go/us and Egalitaiianism" [Jan. '92). 
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world that is hostile, yet terribly 
friendly, is aptly expressed by Yaakov 
Avinu in his prayer to G-d to save him 
"'miyad ochi miyad Eisav-from the 
hands of my brother ... Eisav."" In his 
words, the situation is grave enough 
as a threat emanating from Eisav. but 
the enemy is also ·· ochi--my brother.·· 
And that additional factor only inten
sifies the problem. 

be able to get along. I 
want to be friends. I 

want to be a part of this society. And 
my Yiddishkeit is slipping away.·· 

With that, he began to shed tears. 
This was just four weeks into the se
mester! The first thing I told him was, 
"Yiddid~ you don't have a problem. 
There are lots of other fium kids in the 
class who are not in here crying. 
711ey're the ones who have a problem." 

He pressed on, "Look! I have a 
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thousand nisyorwsa day! A thousand 
decisions to make. I can't handle it. 
I'm going crazy!" 

I offered some advice to the 
young student, which will wait for 
the end of this discussion. First, 
however, I would like to impress on 
the reader that this young man's 
situation is far from unique, and it 
is in this broader context that I 
would like to discuss the problem 
that his experience personifies. 

BEYOND THE HALLS 
OF LAW SCHOOL 

B rooklyn Law School is not 
different from a law office, nor 
is it dtfferent from an account

ing office, from the offices of Smith
Barney on Wall Street, or from the 
situations encountered by any of us 
who are involved in any kind of com
plex business undertakings. We do 
not, in our day and age, go forth 
merely to seek pamassa--alivelihood. 
When we leave our homes-and this, 
I feel, is the most serious aspect of the 
clash between the forces of modernity 
and eternal values-and we venture 

The first thing I told him 
was, "Yiddidi, you don't 
have a problem. There 
are lots of other Frum 

kids in the class who are 
not in here crying. 
They' re the ones who 
have a problem." 

out, we enter a different world. It has 
its own system of rewards and punish
ments. It has a complete culture of its 
own. People in a large corporate office 
live in a closed world in which people 
talk to each other and consult each 
other in a self-contained enviromnent, 
a situation that blinds them to the 
most obvious mistakes. 

People inhabiting these sealed 
worlds are subject to the impact of 
four forces. 

• First of these is that of financial 
reward. Money in this country is not 
merely a means for purchase and se
curity. It is the equivalent of self-es
teem: What is he worth? What are you 
worth? As one climbs the corporate 
ladder, financial rewards involve the 
entirety of the human ego. We are out 
there with somebody else telling us 
what we are worth. 

That is only one small part of the 
situation. In both the business world 
and the professions, one has access 
to all kinds of"perks"-ways in which 
people are made to feel important. In 
law school. it is appointments to po
sitions like assistant professor, asso
ciate professor, full professor. In a 
stock-brokerage house, one becomes 
a senior advisor, a senior consultant, 
vice-president, or executive vice
president. All of those are enormously 
meaningful in terms of shaping a 
person's self image. 

• And then there is the chavrusa
the companionship. The people one 
works with are not evil; as a matter of 
fact, they are quite bright, and can be 
extremely pleasant. One ytmgerman 
told me recently, "I knew it was time 

,N,~' 1~~:> '~1 
l~·~f!t' 

Yad Eliezer has already made over J, 1800 weddings 
for desperately poor couples - entirely 

because of you. 
There Is No Nation Like "Kial Yisroel"!! 

The Gitty Perkowski Simcha Fund 
of 

Yad Eliezer 
Rabbi and Mrs. Yaakov Weisel 

Kiryat Sanz, Jerusalem 
Tei. 02-384-094 

Mr. and Mrs. Zolly Tropper 
1102 E. 26th St. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210 
(718) 258-1580 

Please send wedding sponsorship to: 
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Yad Elie.zer 
1102 E. 26th St. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210 
(718) 258-1580 

Rabbi and Mrs. Zevi Trenk 
1586 E. 9th St. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 

Rabbi and Mrs. Yehudah Rupp There are $500 and $1000 sponsorships 
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to leave my law firm on Wall Street 
when I realized that my closest friend 
was a fellow named John McHenry." 

We all have these professional re
lationships. They're meaningful to us, 
we internalize them, they become 
part of us. 

•The most potent force that we up
wardly-mobile professionals and busi
ness people must contend with is the 
way the work we engage tn-putting 
together deals, litigating, dotng what
ever our professions or bt1sinesses de
mand of us-has become enormously 
challengtng. It's exciting. It's demand
ing. It's rewarding. I am now a Re
porter of the Restatement of Torts for 
the American Law Institute. It is a 
thiiiltng experience! I sit with sixty of 
the finest legal mtnds tn the country 
who critique my work. And if you think 
it does not penetrate my tnnermost 
senses. you're wrong. Anyone who is 
deeply tnvolved tn bustness or a pro
fession is part of the same phenom
enon. We share a common spiritual 
ailment. So we're not yuppies: then 
we're "fruppies"-frumyuppies. 

THEFRUPPYSYNDROME 

W hat does this up-to-the
nose involvement do to us? 
First of all, we are tnvolved 

in a relationship with a world alien to 
Torah. More significant than that, we 
are not working on a machine, and 
then comtng home. as our grandfa
thers may have done. When I come 
home, my vitality is drained from me. 
I can barely breathe. At that point, 
how meaningful can my davening be? 

You've probably had the experi
ence of hitting the beis midrash Fri
day night, and tn the midst of "L'cho 
Dod.f' you're somewhere in China, not 
in the beis mid.rash. You're as con
nected with ecstatic clapping for 
"L'cho Dode as I am with the moon! 
And it's not only Friday night. It's still 
that way Shabbos morning, at 
"Shochein Ad." By Mincha, when we 
say "Atta echad," we're a bit thawed 
out, although by that time, Shabbos 
is all but over. 

I recently underwent an experi
ence that many a reader has probably 
shared. I had put a year's work tnto a 
project, and it was submitted for 
evaluation to an expert who would be 

reporttng to my co-author on Shab
bos. My stomach was churning all 
Shabbos. I dutifully waited the requi
site 72 minutes after sunset, I 
davened Maoriv, and then picked up 
the phone to call my partner. It 
turned out that it was all right. But 
what kind of Jew am I, sitting and 
impatiently counting the mtnutes for 
Shabbos to come to an end? If you live 
tn my world, you've had that experi
ence, and it's devastating. 

• Once we are talktng honestly and 
candidly, there is another topic that 
must be addressed, as tndelicate as it 
may be. As b'nei Torah Kedushas Am 
Yisroe!-the sanctity of our People-is 
of prime value to us. How do we relate 
to the commercial and professional 
world tn which 50% of the work force 
is comptised of women? And how does 
the 50% who are women relate to a 
world of co-equal male workers? And 
it is not only a matter of dealtng with 
co-equals of the opposite sex: one also 
deals with superiors-the vice-presi
dent above you who is a female, and 
vice versa, when women work under 

male supervisors. The light talk, the 
friendly banter and occasional teastng 
that takes place under such condi
tions do not take into account 
Chazafs warntngs against excessive 
talk between men and women. 
Rabbonimhave tnformed me that they 
counsel their congregants tn regard to 
how they relate to their female col
leagues, who work alongside them as 
equals, and are tndeed their tntellec
tual equals: these women do not cany 
the draintng burden that their wives at 
home have, caring for six or seven chil
dren. Yet tn a world of keen competi
tion and intellectual sttmulation, com
partsons loom before these men, and 
can put the wife at unfair disadvan
tage, and themselves at moral risk. 
Unfortunately, this continues to oc
cur, with tragic results to erstwhile 
solid marriages. 

Continued on page 26 

Why do bright children 
so often fail? 

Too many children are robbed of success, day by day, by being mistakenly 
labelled as underachievers, unable to concentrate or simply lazy. The villain 
may be a learning dysfunction which can prevent even the most gifted child 
from enjoying their full potential. 

Arrowsmith-Cohen Learning gives children the opportunity to work towards 
their dreams by improving their learning capacities. This leads to full 
academic and life success. 

To learn more about our unique program please call: 

ARROWSMITH-COHEN LEARNING 
(718) 745-1607 

You are invited to attend an Information Night: 
Wed. June l 5, 8:00 p.m. 

870IA Shore Road, Brooklyn, 
Basement Suite, Corner 87th Street & Shore Road 

COU'.'ITRY INFORMATION TIMES: 

Tues. July 12, 7:30 p.m. •Sun. July 3 l, 2:00 p.m. 

CALL FOR LOCATION IN THE CATSKILLS. 
Sh(1mer 
Shabbo.1· 
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I n this Shavi10s season, we are 
filled with anticipation and joy, 
thinking of the great privilege 

that we experience: the giving of 
the Torah to Klal YisroeL Baruch 
Hashem, we and our children have 
been raised in an atmosphere of 
the Jewish heritage and sanctity, 
which gives us a proper apprecia
tion of the great legacy to be found 
in Torah and miizvos. For this. we 
thank Hashem Yisborach and our 
wonderful parents and grand
parents whose self-sacrifice made 
possible our Torah chinuch. 

In this elevated frame of 
mind, however, we must look 
beyond our own needs. We must 
think about the plight of an entire 
tribe of our nation that was 
forcibly torn away from the Torah 
for more than seventy years. The 
soil of Russia was drenched with 
the blood of holy Jewish martyrs 
who tried valiantly to remain true 
to Torah. It is no wonder, 
therefore. that when the Iron 
Curtain finally opened, many 
hundreds of thousands fled to 
Eretz YisroeL They had suffered 
because they were Jews - but 
they never had the opportunity 
to know what it meant to be 
Jewish. 

Without a Torah education. 
there was no hope that these un
fortunate victims of Communism 
could be reunited with Hashem 
Yisborach and His mitZvos. Three 
years ago, a shocking survey was 
released: OF MORE THAN ONE 
HUNDRED THOUSAND RUSSIAN 
JEWISH CHILDREN IN ERETZ 
YISRAEL, LESS THAN ONE 
THOUSAND WERE LEARNING 
TD RAH!! How tragic!! Although there 
were small successes, no one had a 
system of action to bring thousands 
back to Hashem's seIVice. 

"'t<Jt l
11

1) n1Jt D'J).J).Y.l
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At this critical juncture. HaGaon 
Harav Avrohom Pam, shlita, 
together with a select group of close 
talmidim founded SHUVU I 
REIURN. With dedication, they gave 
sums of money of the magnitude 
that one contributes only when lives 
oflovedonesare in danger! For three 
years this level of commitment has 
continued and grown. Now, 
SHUVU /RETURN can point with 
pride to almost FOUR THOUSAND 
RUSSIAN JEWISH CHILDREN 
WHOM SHUVU /RETURN HAS 
BROUGHT TO TORAH. No other 
organization in the world has 
achieved this level of success in 
recent years! 

With Hashem's help, we hope 
to enroll one thousand new boys 
and girls for the upcoming school 
year. We desperately need 
$350,000 to fund the all 
important summer camps that 
will attract them and the twenty
five new classrooms that will 
house our brothers and sisters 
who thirst for the word of 
Hashem. We need you to give the 
sums of money you would give if 
your loved ones are in mortal 
danger. Because they are! Your 
own Kabbolas HaTorah will be 
more complete when you give the 
Torah to Jewish children saved 
from the Communist cauldron. 



E ach of us would sacrifice 
almost anything to have 
the holy merit of building 

the Bais Hamikdash. Chazal 
teach us that a classroom where 
Torah is studied is a miniature 
Bais Hamikdash. 

SHUVU /RETURN is offering 
the opportunity of a lifetime! For 
the incredibly low price of $7, 000, 
you and your family can build one 
new classroom for Torah - with 
the following glowing results: 

1) Twenty or more new 
students (Russian olim from non
religious backgrounds) will be 
brought into the Torah 
community for full time Torah 
study- literally saving neshamos! 

2) This translates into more 
than a million words of Torah and 
tefilla per year per classroom - all 
to the heavenly account of the 
family that funds this miniature 
sanctuary. 

3) Through this increased en
rollment, approximately $20,000 
of new grants and subsidies [from 
the government) will be generated 
every year to educate these 
newcomers to Torah. 

4) At least one full time teach
ing position will be created, for the 
benefit of our wonderful kollel 
communities in Eretz Yisroel. 

5) Although the $7,000 is a 
one-time purchase, these benefits 

will continue year after year. 
[Payment terms are available). 

Remember, this is similar to 
building your own personal 
sanctuary, a place where the 
Shechinah can dwell. Without a 
classroom, these children will be 
deprived of their sacred heritage 
ofTorah and mitzvos. If necessary, 
one is obligated to sell even a Sefer 
Torah to save such children from 
spiritual death; in the Mikdash 
you build, they will grow and 
flourish, to your everlasting merit. 

Please - stand up and be 
counted among our generation's 

builders of the Bais Hamikdash! 
These Jewish children and the 
neshamos of their holy grand
parents are all counting on YOU! 

r---------------------------------------~ 
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YES' I want to make 
• an investment 

that provides returns in this 
generation and for generations to 
come. Enclosed please find my tax
deductible contribution to RETURN 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CfIT/STATE/ZIP: 

0 $7000 
0 $1000 
0 $750 
0 $360 
0 $180 
0 $86 
0 $50 
0 $36 

- to sponsor a new classroom 
- to sponsor an outreach programfor one month 
- to sponsor classroom space for one child 
- to sponsor an after-school programfor one child 
- to provide heaters for one classroom 
- to provide a child with school books and uniform 
- to provide a uniform for one child 
- to provide school books for one child 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

·~ .~ 
.~ 
I i Please make checks payable to: ,_, 

RETURN/SHUVU, Suite 3300, 39 Broadway, NYC 10006 I~ 
or RETURN/SHUVU, Rechov Kiryath Moshe 18, Jerusalem I" 

PHONE: Thank you! For more iqformation. please call 212-425·3500 8 

L---------------------------------------~5 



ADVICE TO A STUDENT 
ONTIIEEDGE 

Permit me to return to what I 
told my student, what I should 
tell myself, and what-in es

sence-all of us should be telling our
selves. 

The first point I raised with the stu
dent seeking counsel was: "You have 
too many nisyonos. No human being 
can live with a thousand chal
lenges a day. You have got to re
move some items from the 
table. Your colleagues want 
you to join them at the local 
bar for a beer after the study 
group .... You don't go to a 
bar. They want you to join 
them in the cafeteria down
stairs to socialize after a ses
sion .... No, thanks. You 
study only in the study room, and 
that's it for the day. And so on. You've 
got to take things off the table." 

Chazal understood the need for 
protective ordinances, which are ab
solutely essential as the first compo
nent in a sutvlval kit, if we are to sur
vive in a world in which we have that 
kind of collegial relationship with 
people distant from our Weltan
schauung. We must draw the line 
beyond which we do not tread: This I 
will not do. 

Secondly, it seems obvious that 
limud haTorah-involvement with 
Torah study-and maintaining 
chavrusos (study partners) are a 

WE ALL SAID 
The Luach will help you! 
!l new /If Pie lor ~hulch_an Orech 

• .. . srarts now! 
A111'w_ G11morah, Eruvln, starts nowt 

.Don'tml_ss. this opportunity to join th_e 
thousands who follow the Luach .tor 
Mlshna and Halacha Yomis. 
Learn Torah every day and bring the .joy ol 
Torah into your daily lite, 
Wf WILLSfND .YOU, FRfE, THf WACH 
FOR MISHNA ANDHALACHA YOM/S 
l!a~bi !;Has Karp, 470115th Avenue, apt. 3C, 
jlrooklyn, NY 11219 • 718-851-0770 
fo-m'einoly t1f -R~bbi Cllarles lnd Mrs: _Batt~ Hartto'rrl, Conn, 
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Money in this country is 

not merely a means for 
purchase and security. It 

is the equivalent of self
esteem: What is he 
worth? What are you 
worth? As one climbs the 

c o r p o r a t e ladder, 
financial 
rewards 

involve 
the entirety of 

the human ego. 

must. But even more important, con
stant check-in with rabbe'im is vital. 
Throughout the generations, vener
able Jews who had no apparent need 
for it, hired for themselves a Mussar 
Zogger to point out their "faults" and 
chastise them for them. We truly need 
someone to whom we can talk hon
estly and openly, who will tell us in 
response to our queries what to do 
and what to avoid. 

The third point is something that 1 
personally find very difficult, but 
which I deem absolutely necessary: 

NOW 
AVAILABLE 

TO AGUDATH ISRAEL 
MEMBERS 

COMPREHENSIVE 

MAJOR MEDICAL 

HEALTH INSURANCE 

PROGRAM 
Available to New York S1ate residents only 

For Information Call: 

2I2-797-7388 

Between 
9:30 AM and 12:30 PM 

Finding some ways to curb an1bition. 
Several years ago, I called my Rosh Ye
shiva. Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg, about 
a she'eilaon an opportunity presented 
to me. He told me that the she' eila that 
1 had posed was not a halachic con
cern. He did ask me, however. "Who 
told you that you are permitted to do 
it? By what right should you grab this 
so-called opportunity at the expense of 
your family, your Torah study, your 
peace of mind?" 

We must find ways to curb ambi
tion. Whether we are business 
people, driven by the maxim, "He who 
has a hundred (thousand) wants two 
hundred (thousand]," or professional 
people who seek professional ad
vancement. we must put a cap on our 
drive. Because if there is no cap on it, 
the pursuit is endless. During our ye
shiva years, we absorbed the lessons 
of the beis midrash well. We are highly 
motivated, highly driven, highly suc
cessful, and we can push ourselves 
very, very far. Transferring this lesson 
to the corporate scene, however, can 
push us so far, nothing will remain of 
our Yiddishkeit. 

Finally, I offered my young peti
tioner one piece of practical advice. 
He-we-cannot permit other as
pects of our lives to be so exciting and 
stimulating that they leave Torah to 
be humdrum by comparison. A regu
lar commitment to Daf Yomi is very 
important. But learning with passion 
is even more important. And being 
involved in a mitzva project that ex-

DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

't'1p? iM:I 'Dip? 
7"YT ·wu?x 7x1r.itu l";nnr.i 

Available at 

LEKUTEI 
cfo Yitu:hok Rosenberg 

10 West 47th Street, Room 503 
New \'ork, NY 10036 

l212) 719-1717 

20 Volumes on Torah, Perek, 
Medrash, Megilos and Talmud. 

Proceeds of sales distributed 
among Yeshivos and used for 

reprinting or volumes out-of-print 

PRICE: $8.00 PER VOLUME 
Pirkei A vos available 
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During our yeshiva 
years, we absorbed the 
lessons of the beis 
midrash well. We are 
highly motivated, highly 
driven, highly successfuC 
and we can push 
ourselves very, very far. 
Transferring this lesson to 
the corporate scene, 
however, can push us so 
far, nothing will remain 
of our Yiddishkeit. 

cites you, and energizes you, is "liv
ing in Torah." Should we become ex
cited in our professional affairs, and 
engage in Torah in a manner of"pay
ing our dues," it will be a dim echo of 
a declaration that says "Na'aseh 
ve'nisluna." 

Rabbi Yechiel Perr (Rosh Yeshiva, 
DerechAyson)toldmeashortwhileago 
that he had run into a tnlmid who had 
gone off to school, and now seemed to 
be on the brink of leaving Yiddishkeit 
Rabbi Perr advised him, "Organize a 
Minchaminyanon campus." 

The fellow responded to the sug
gestion, founded a Miricha minyan. 
and in a short time became a differ
ent person. Because he was the head 
of the minyan. he gained a new vital
ity in milzva performance, his iden
tity became more spiritual, and he 
began to grow in Torah, as well. 

I view the clash between modernity 
and eternity as a fight for the es
sence of our souls. Do we belong 

to them? Or do we belong to the Olam 
ha Torah? 

No easy answers. The questions I 
have posed are truthful. They affect 
all of us in our daily lives. And now I 
can only ask, teach us, Rabbeinu: 
How do we handle them? • 

The Jewish Observer, May 1994 

PINCHAS MANDEL 
Over 40 Years Experience 11'1 Kvura In Eretz Ylsrael 

Personal Responsibility Throughout Service-NO AFFILIATES 
ORIGIN.ATOR OF THE PRESENT METHOD 

Highly Recommended by Gedofai Hador - Here and in Eretz Yisrael 
1569·41th Street, Brooklyn, N.V. 1121.9 

Day & Night Phone: (718) 851-8925 
TYO•t.)NiDbNi' Yl''i'- ri::i iNl nib!Y •ilD 

Chesed Shel EMES With MesirasNefesh. • ' as underStood and practiced by 
one active in the industry for more than half a centuiy. 

- Taharas Hanlftar Should Never Be CommerclallzEid-.... 

I It's Finally Arrived! I 
. ~hmuef Kunda' s Most I 

Exciting Adventure I 

Story Tape Yet! I 

Get It Now At Your Local · 

Jewish Tape Outlet 

Before They Run Out! 

IXPIRllN£1D FUND RAISER 
REQUIRED FOR ISTABllSBID 

MONTREAl YESHIVA 
(Pre-School tbiu BeisMedrasb) over 400 students 

Apply in strict confidence to: 
Chairman, Fund Raising Committee 

6155 Deacon Road 
Montreal, Quebec 
Canada H3S 2P4 
(514)735-6611 

I 
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Join the one thousand i111l1 '1'i71r. 

Harav 
Shmiel 
Do.vid 
·Halberstam 
}~1tt1S'.'n): 
• I\la~e11berg 
!twas ihe wisdom 
and foresighrof Jhe 
Rebbe shlita that 

'/\\fas able to' creat:e"-'/ 
such:a p_rograp1, 
thaf wo11ld spr<;~d 
o\Jt all over )he 

_:~Grl~<!r~~f~',{Il}~
ing eaCT1:pg~ti~~,. '-
'pant to_ a SP:ec_i~l 
sta_tus of n_1,Ju ,,.J 

lleb J\.vrum 
Chaim Taub 

NOW, York 
lam.deeply hop9redbyrriy partn,,rship 
mle}n Mifal.l-!f!sJ.las. T~eChofetz 
Cpa\1)1.advises laymenin.vo1ved in the 
bu_si~~s-~ world, who unfortunately have 
nt) _tim~-to do substantial learning and 
who ~ill be ill-prepared to learn in the 
n1;iJ.>J::i,-)t:? 10111''11':! immerse themselves in 
i:ri',lJJ 0Jp'_-th~ suppo:rt_of '1Leamers." 
.In tJ.lis\\'ay, bysqpporM11g Mifal Hashas, 
all oh1s caµ be pt\vlleged to eµjoy the 
~'Tree_ of-Life" in the thereafter 
h:::i ppirnPJ }'<ln onrfY~ 

Listen to what they have t• 

Harav 
Noach Isaac 
Delbaum 

ii~~,.!C•J.ii\@iNi,c~i;;. 1'1~,W>k 
---M_if~_1---:-~ash~_-_is::.Bi+i-~~:~,l __ --;<~ 
·The __ S~z KJausenl?\i~~-~r-:R~llb~_S})lit~_--:_i~-/a::.:;- --
v1n)) __ ~?-~::~1:1-lY i_n le_~iTiing_nJ_1;~ 'ttlrTn_b1:!r-~_1_so 
_in P!_l_~l~-,P~S11Ji th_e:disse1ni~:U,!-i?P ofl_ea~Jng: 
-}'l~fal fil;l.'5h'a.s,_i-~ _.al_soJ:iniquy;·¥~?1-Ja~e. 
M~y, ___ n13,DY}~:e_1~~~}:l~_q_~J~;P-~~-d-~ntil -~he-_ 
--~eb_~-$--:§1:1l~¥:t_;-i;a41_e,-:-f'i1g,~\~_~? J~-'.-p_ur ->~;;:_3,-;<:_: __ _ 
J~Ytr~r~~iO_n_~f- ~~-Y'!-~~-@_'.~J,t~~T>';<~;f:~;~i::::c,: __ '.;Y<: 
}\:lmigbry\thelp t:O::_$_Uc1;-~~fif(J~,--~izy~6µr:tli1s 

/_-,·---- ,.,,_,·---'i<<-----cA/- i-/--> ---
n1essage. 

Tor.onto 

Reh Moishe 
Kaiser 

A friend of inine1 upon his returri-_frOni-a: 
trip to Eretz Yisroel asked me to 
accompany him· on a return to Eretz 
Yisroel even for one day. The reason 
he was shattered by the np1?nv he 
encountered during his trip - except for 
one place \vhere he saw an unparalleled 
ii11nK - at a Mifal Hashas j]D1nJ. 

Har av 
Pinchas 
Wasserman 

Rosh.1>oJ!eI~lij!!as•Y<Wkvy.(Momey) 
JV\Y father·i".c!aw Reb Hirsch 
B>~f_M~n ?11)'.t_':_7µ1ulat~_dtht;-__ gr):ii,~- ~age 
Rel) Yo<:harm!' who pointed out ro his 
di_scie_l_~~-:_;fh,~ vast expapses of-_Q!_~h~rd§-
'.1'.1d~~p~y~rds which he 9'.1Ge o;yµed 
· :a9?tp9w l1as sold r)11m1 ~lbnd ex' 
~~}'!'~e\i ihemfor T{)rah. Reb Yoc~anan 
~i(~anged rnateriali~rie and earthly 
J)_O~s~io~f~r-a spirit\l~l:~-~emal ~orah. 
MY fathedn-law also ~aye away all for 
Torah like the Klausenburger Reblo.e 
Shlita who established Mifal Hashas 
\Vith \DDJ n11DP~ 

New York 

Reh Hirsch 
Wolf 

Mifal Hashas is the worlds largest Kolle!, 
b.oth in quantity of learners, quality of 
learning; accountability and under, 
standi):lg: 
T6ntght'.s diriner is dedicated to the 
restoration of the glorious "Shas Yid" to 
his rightful place in the hierarchy of 
Kial YisroeL 

MIFAL HAS~lAS is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the developtnent of outstanding 
Torah scholars. It adtninisrrates and directs the 
study and excimination process of the entire 
"Shas," and dispenses 1nonrhly stipends tu only 
thusc who excel. 

This ad was sponsored by the Lowy family >"; n?n '•n ?t<71!J'JJ:J XJJ11!J n'j1JJJJl!JJ 1?1.v? (Chaya Fruma) Rawi, 



0.vho made our dinner a success. 
lay about Mif al Has has ... 

Harav 
Hers~hel 
Weinreb 

RaV,J,(ehilfas~4~~~J 
~i~! Hashas.is<ebl!ilqi;iga"'.~rl<!di~~p< 
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P erhaps my shver, Rabbi 
Mordechai Schwab, 7":1!'. 
would not have approved of 

these lines. He certainly would not 
have appreciated this public acco
lade. Indeed, some who knew him ex
pressed surprise that he did not re
quest in his will that no eulogies be 
said at his levaya (funeral). At first, it 
does seem odd. I had occasion to ob
serve him at a dinner at which he was 
being honored. Speaker after speaker 
noted the impact that "the 
Mashgiach" had upon his life. I ob
served him closely, looking for those 
subtle protestations one would ex
pect from one with less than pure hu
mility. There was none of it. His face 
was frozen and expressionless. Nev
ertheless, one who knew him well 
could surely detect pain. He was be
ing subjected to torture. Why then 
didn't he avoid this discomfort and 

Rabbi Forst is author of Laws of B'rachos and 
Laws ofKashrus, published by ArtScroll Mesorah. 
He lives in Far Rockaway, New York. 

1 The author referred to Rabbi Mordechai Schwab 
as "my shuer"-Yiddish for "father-in-law"
throughout his manuscript, in deference to his re
lationship with him. To facilitate the reader, we 
have changed the text to refer to him by name. 
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Rabbi Binyomin Forst 

Rabbi Mordechai Schwab 
il:J-07i"~1:Ji 

Personification of a 
MussarLife 

request that no eulogies be said? In 
addition, the seforim note that exces
sive eulogies and exaggerations cause 
difficulties for the soul of the de
parted. He is closely scrutinized by 
the heavenly court to determine if he 
really exemplified those praises. 
Wouldn't this alone be sufficient rea
son to forgo the usual eulogies? 

To one who knew and understood 
my shver, however, the answer 
should be apparent. He lived a life of 
concern for others. His own needs 
were secondary to the needs of oth
ers. He would willingly submit to dis
comfort-but in fact he experienced 
no discomfort-if he knew he was 
helping someone else. There certainly 
is valid reason to decline eulogies. But 
what of the bereaved family who 
takes consolation in speaking or 
hearing about the niflm? What of the 
long-time acquaintance who comes 
prepared to deliver a hesped and is 
not given the opportunity? During his 
life, my shver willingly endured any
thing to give satisfaction to another 
person. He certainly would not have 
wanted to cause anyone disappoint
ment. Thus, we hope that he would 
not object to this article if perhaps 

even one reader might be inspired to 
emulate him. 2 

ms ORIGINS 

R eb Mordechai was born 
motza'ei Tisha B'Av 5671 
(August4, 1911) in Frankfurt 

am Main to Hachover Reh Yehudah 
(Leopold) and Chana (Erlanger) 
Schwab. His father was one of the 
ba'alei battim of Rabbi Shlomo 
Zalman Breuer, 7''lll, and was steeped 
in the tradition of Rabbi Shamshon 
Rafael Hirsch, 7":1!3 . Nevertheless, he 
was among the first to permit his 

2 Since he was opposed to stories about gedolim 
that left the reader with nothing more than admt
ration and awe, we limited this article to those an
ecdotes and stories that should be inspirtng and 
instructive. 
3 Frankfurt.Jews were unique in their steadfast ad
herence to their tradition. When Mr. Schwab was 
drafted into the German Army, he refused to cut 
off his beard. While in the army, he exhibited re
markable mesiras nefeshforobservance of mitzvos. 
Although he was a businessman, he had a private 
rebbe come to his house each morning at 5:00 AM 
to learn for an hour before davening. He himself 
delivered a shiur each evening for young men. My 
slwer's mother was exceptional in her tzenius. He 
told that he never saw even a single hair of his 
mother's head. 
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Reb Yehudah &hwab 7"r 

sons to pursue a comprehensive To
rah education in Lithuania. 

Reh Mordechai was brought to 
Lithuania by his older brother, n"':>:l\ 
RebShimon, N"VW, and was subse
quently joined by his younger 
brother, Reb Moshe, ?"YT. As a lad of 
eighteen, he entered the Beis 
Hamidrash in Mir durtng the mussar 
seder. The sight of hundreds of young 
men studying mussar and subse
quently davening Maariv with such 
fervor on an ordinary night had such 
an impact upon him that he was in
spired to dedicate his life to Torah. 
After studying in Mir with great 
hasmada (diligence) for three years, 
setting a pattern he followed for life, 4 

he spent seven years in Kamenitz, 
under Rabbi Baruch Ber Lebovitz, 
?"YT, whom he considered his Rebbe. 5 

At the outbreak of World War II, he 
joined the other yeshiva students 
who escaped to Vilna. From there, he 
and his wife, the former Yenta 
Buchalter, escaped with the Mirrer 
Yeshiva across Russia to Japan and 
eventually to Shanghai, where they 
remained throughout the war. Dur
ing the war, he was actively involved, 
together with Rabbi Chaim 
Shmulevitz, ?"YT, tn the procurement 
41his is a facet of his personality that is often over
looked. 
s It is told that even at this time. he was recognized 
by his rabbe'imfor his exemplar)r mid.dos and yiras 
Shamayim Rabbi Reuvain Grozovsky rxz. son-in
law ofReb Baruch Ber, once remarked to Rabbi 
Shimon Schwab that Reh Mordechai's yiras 
Shamayim was in the realm ofReb Boruch Ber's. 
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During his life, my 
shverwillingly endured 
anything to give 
satisfaction to another 
person. Thus, we hope 
that he would not 
object to this article if 
perhaps even one 
reader might be 
inspired to emulate him. 

and distribution of relief funds for the 
bnei hayeshivos. 6 At the close of 
World War II in 1946, he, together 
with the rest of the Mirrer Yeshiva, 
arrived at these shores. 

ms STRUGGLES 

Life was very difficult for Reb 
Mordechai tn this country. Un
able to find a fitttng position, he 

tried his hand at several jobs: he 
worked for a time as a bookkeeper7

, 

later he sold wtne on commission. He 
had difficulty properly supporttng his 
family with the tncome these jobs pro-

"He was chosen for tllis task because of his famil
ial relationship with Mr. Robert Guggenheimer, 
president of the Swis.s Agudah, who worked in con
junction with the Joint Distribution Cormnittee in 

providing funds for the refugees in Shanghai. 
7 He worked for a company that provided packages 
for the poor in Eretz YisroeL People would pay a 
specific sum of money, and a voucher for that 
amount would be sent to a recipient in Eretz Yts
roeL The recipient would then present this voucher 
at a warehouse and receive a package. Once, Reb 
Mordechai sold an eighteen dollar voucher to an 
individual and informed him several days later that 
the voucher had been sent to Eretz YisroeL The in
dividual protested that he had not ordered the 
voucher but had merely inquired as to its cost. Reh 
Mordechai assured him that it was no problem to 
cancel the voucher. later, he reconsidered the mat
ter and realized that the poor rec!ptent would 
surely be disappointed when notified of the cancel
lation. He therefore decided to pay for the voucher 
himself, even though the sum of etghteen dollars 
was significant in ratio to his income at the time. 
Several days later, Reh Mordechai was informed by 
Reb Rafael Eisenberg, who had included him as a 
partner in a buSiness deal, that he had earned a 
thousand dollars from that deal. 

vided. Although he devoted every 
spare moment to Torah study", he 
longed to return to full-time tnvolve
ment tn Torah. 

He would often say that one can 
become ennobled by difficulties. 
Hashem places difficulties only tn the 
path of one with the strength and 
means to persevere. He spoke from 
expertence. Unbeknown to the public, 
he was troubled with difficulties and 
anxieties throughout most of his life. 

Teaching Torah, At Last 

n opportunity to find a position 
m Torah presented itself when 

Yeshiva Ketana in 
Williamsburg needed a second grade 
rebbe. 9 After teachtng there for sev
eral years, he was offered and he ac
cepted a stmilar position in a cheder 
founded by Reb Rafael Eisenberg tn 
Monsey, N.Y. Fouryearslater, he took 
the position of ntnth grade rebbe at 
Mesifta Beth Shraga in Monsey. By 
this time, he was over fifty. It was not 
until he was well over sixty that this 
position developed tnto that of a full
time Mashginch. 

The Gemora (Eiruvtn 13b) states that 
'Whoever pushes time (Le., he tries impa
tiently to hurry his success), will be 
pushed away by time (he will not suc
ceed). Whoever yields to time, time will 
yield to him (he will eventually suc
ceed)"-see Rashi. Reb Mordechai 
Schwab often said. "Men darf zich lozzen 
fihren-one must pemtit himself to be 
led." if one has sufficient trust that all that 
Hashem does is for the good, it is not too 
d!flicult to wait one's tum. It may take 
ten, twenty, .fi.fty or even sixty years. He 
often quoted the saying "Sof hakavod 
lavo-eventually the honor materializes." 
He advised many people who i.Vere expe
riencing d!fficulties, that if one sees the 
good in everything that befalls him, the 
situation actually develops into a good 
one. He knew this.firsthand. 

6While he perionned routine work, he would recite 
those chapters of Tehillim that he knew by heart. 
He had a mu.ssar shtiebel in which he learnt 
mussardurtng his lunch break. 
9 He said that he found it advantageous teaching a 
younger grade since it required less time for prepa
ration and left him moretimeforTorah study. Nev
ertheless, he devoted much time in preparing the 
Chwnash he taught to ensure that his translation 
to Yiddish was exact and consistent with the inter
pretations of the Meforshim. 
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A DUAL NATURE 

M any remember Reb 
Mordechai as forever smil
ing, always in good spirits. 

This is but half the picture. 
He often repeated a description of the 

first momtng of Pesach tn Volozhin, 
which he had heard.from Rabbi Baruch 
Ber Lebovitz. When the Netziv, Rabbi 
Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berltn, entered the 
Beis Hamidrash on Pesach morning, his 
face was radiant, aglow with inspiration 
from the many mitzvos he had falfilled 
the previous evening. The Beis HaLev!, 
Reb Y osefDov Soloveitchik, on the other 
hand, entered in a subdued mood You 
could almost feel his apprehension and 
anxiety: Were the matzos baked with 
propercare?Weretheyeatenwithin the 
appropriate time span? 

Reb Baruch Ber did not dismiss this 
as a mere dijference in disposition. 
Rather, he viewed this contrast as two 
conjlicttng vtewpotnts. Which of these 
two, Reb Baruch Ber asked, should one 
emulate? 

Reb Baruch Ber answered that to
ward others one should show happi
ness and satisfaction, like the Netziv, 
but inwardly one should be fearfal, con
stantly examtning and quesiiontng his 
actions, as did the Beis Halevi. 

Reb Boruch Ber decided 
that toward others one 
should show happiness 
and satisfaction, like the 
Netziv, but inwardly one 
should be fearful, 
constantly examining and 
questioning his actions, as 
did the Beis Halevi. 

Reb Mordechai lived by this 
maxim. Indeed, he was able to shift 
from one mode to another with re
markable ease. When he was with 
others, he radiated happiness and 
friendliness; he even greeted young 

YOU ARE! There is so much you can do. To find out more 
about your closest kiruv organization, Torah study center, the next 
scheduled outreach program or weekend, or for the closest 

Judaica center call our Kiruv Information Hotline. 'Pl 
A Project of Agud.rh farnel of Amocica · 84 Willi'm Street New York NY 10038 •' 

1-800-KIRUV-84 
1-xoo-547-xxx..i 
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children with a beaming smile. When 
he was alone, however, he would be
come solemn with yiras Shamnyim. 

He had a wonderful sense of hu
mor. He was able to laugh, even heart
ily-at himself. Ifhe ever spilled some
thing on himself or missed a car ride, 
he would see the humor in the inci
dent. If, at times, one of his chumros 
(halachic stringencies) seemed amus
ingly excessive, he would heartily join 
others in their laughter. 

Yet inwardly he lived with the 
maxim "Shivisi Hashem l'negdi 
samid-I always envision G-d before 
me. "The words of PirkeiAvos, "Let all 
your deeds be l'sheimShamnyim-for 
the sake of Heaven," were his guide. 
Everything he did was with contem
plation: is this or is this not ratzon 
Hashem? Every mitzva was per
formed with utmost concentration 
and energy, be it Krias Shema, tejilla. 
Birkas Hamazon, or Asher Yatzar. 

His brother, n"7:!'. Reb Shimon, 
~"1'•71!1, noted that Reb Mordechai 
was able to conceal his tzidkus due to 
his hatznaya Zeches, but his deveikus 
and yiras Shamayim were clearly 
manifest whenever he recited the 
Sheirn Shamnyim. 

He began every day with a lengthy 
session in his room, saying Birchos 
Hashacharand Krins Shema with ut
most concentration and even physi
cal exertion. His zehirus (excruciating 
care) in every mitzvaand halachawas 
overpowering. 10 It was often difficult 
to be in close proximity with him for 
an extended period of time. You mea
sured yourself against him and be
came painfully aware of your short
comings. 

One of Rabbi Shimon Schwab's 
sons wished to spend YomKippurwith 
Reb Mordechai. He discussed his plan 
with his father, n"7:1'. who permitted 
him to go, but warned him that he 
would be disappointed-and indeed, 
he was. He had expected the YomKip
pur tefillos to be dramatically different 
from those of all year. His father later 
explained, "To Uncle Mordechai, there 
10 He was, however, careful that his chumros not 
impose any difficulty upon others. He would usu
ally insist upon prepartng coffee by himself on 
Shabbos because of the various ch.wnros he kept 
pertaining to bishul. When others offered to prepare 
his coffee in accordance with his guidelines he re
fused, saying, ~1 do not wish to irr1pose my chumra 
on someone else. H 
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is no difference between a simple 
Mincha and a Yorn Kippur tefilla." To 
him, it was Yorn Kippur all year. 

His tejillos and berachos drew on 
physical as well as mental vigor. He 
would drink a cup of coffee before re
citing Krias Sherna at night, if he did 
not feel sufficiently alert to concen
trate properly. When Erev Pesach co
incided with Shabbos, the question 
was raised whether to split the morn
ing seuda in two, so as to fulfill the 
obligation of seuda shlishis. He ex
cused himself, maintaining that he 
hadn't the strength to recite Birkas 
Hamazon twice in such a short period 
of time. 

He would spare no effort or ex
pense to avoid the possibility of trans
gressing any issw; be it bein adam 
laMakorn (commands relating to 
Hashem) or beinadam lechaveiro (in
terpersonal). He would attend many 
a simcha when he had neither time 
nor energy if he felt there was the 
slightest chance that someone's feel
ings might be hurt. 

A repairman once did work in his 
house. When Reb Mordechai returned 
home ond was informed that the worker 
had been paid in cash. he was upset that 
sales tax had not been paid. In addition. 
he was very disiressed because he felt 
that he bore the responsibility if the worker 
did not report the income on his tax relwn; 
ond so he tried to make amends .... 

His strong sense of the importance 
of honesty and his unique emwiaare 
apparent in the following incident: 

A young man had apparently lost 
seventy thousand dollars-practically 
all he owned-in a bad investment. 
When he came to Reb Mordechaijor ad
vice, he was asked whether the money 
had been honestly acquired-''ehrliche 
gelt." When informed that it was so, Reb 
Mordechai said thot while he could not 
guarantee a pro.fli, the money would be 
recovered. Ehrliche gelt does not get 
lost. Within afew months, the invest
ment lwned a profit. 

One of the members of the Lakewood 
kollel who attended a regular vaad 
(mussar group) at Reb Mordechai's 
house discussed a personal problem 
with him. Reb Mordechai promised to 
call the young man later that night with 
an answer. When he did call late that 
night, he dialed incorrectly and appar-
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ently awakened a woman. He was un
derstandably very upset, all the more 
since he did not know which number he 
had reached and was W1able to apolo
gize to the woman After several days, 
Reb Mordechai figured out which digit 
he had dialed incorrectly and made sure 
that his profuse apologies were con
veyed to the woman He was not satis
fied W1til the woman verbally expressed 
her forgiveness. 

He was constantly alert as to a 
question regarding any prohibition of 
the Torah-not just of the issur itself, 

r·· ----~------- --------11 
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but of its impact on his character, as 
well. 

During their stay in Shanghai, a 
group of Mirrer Yeshiva students were 
caught in an air raid while walking.from 
shul on Shabbos. They all scrambled to 
safety in the shop of a Jewish barber
all except Reb Mordecha~ who refa.sed 
to enter the shop, and braced himself 
against the outer wall of the building in
stead The Jewish proprietor came out 
and tried to convince him to take shelter 
in hts shop. Reb Mordechai refa.sed: "/do 
not want to save myselfthroughaJew's 
chillul Shabbos. "11 

AVOIDING CHILUJLHASHEM 

H e was very scrupulous in 
avoiding chillul Hashem, 
both toward Jews and non

Jews. When leaving home, he would 
often check his appearance in the 
mirror, to avoid creating a negative 
impression of religious Jews. 

11lere is a non-Jewish cemetery lo
cated across the rood.from his home12 in 
which some army veterans are buried. 
At times, one would find him, even late 
at night, walking among the graves, 
picking up papers that the wind had 
blown onto the premises. He explained 
that if the cemetery was not cared for, 
people would say that the Jews do not 
respect the dead veterWlS. 

He was carefal to tip for any service 
he had recetved, lest the worker thtnk 
that religious Jews are stingy. When he 
left the hospital shortly before hts petira, 
he instructed that a box of candy be sent 
to the nurses. 

Once, when spending Shabbos with 
one ofhts children, he did not realize that 
the posted time forShacharis referred to 
Baruch She'omar, not Berachos. Thus, 
he entered the Beis Hamidrash late. He 
was distressed for fear that perhaps thts 
constituted a chillul Hashem. Accord
ingly.for many years aftenvards, when
ever he had occasion to daven at that 
particular yeshiva, he made certain to 
arrive especially early to correct any 
chillul Hashem he may have caused 
years before. 

1
: Apparently he felt that his life wa.s not actually 

endangered: otherwise, one is required to violate 
Shabbos in any life-threatening situation. 
12 He would call the cemetery his mussar sefer. 

FINDING MERIT IN OTHERS 

ru Mordechai's rigorous intro
ection and zehirus make it 
the more remarkable that 

he was able to completely put this 
scrutiny aside when dealing with oth
ers. His deveikus and yiras 
Shamayirn were so deceivingly hid
den by his warm, fiiendly and relaxed 
smile. The marmer in which he spoke 
to others was unique, as was his con
sideration of another's feelings and 
his immense satisfaction in being of 
assistance. His scrupulous avoid
ance of speaking or hearing anything 
negative about others and his ada
mant refusal to take part in any dis
pute demonstrated how central the 
feelings of others were to his avodns 
Hashem 

What gave him the ability to reach 
such perfection in dealing with oth
ers? How was he able to relate to 
people with such warmth and genu
ine fiiendliness? It seems that a single 
strand bound together the various as
pects of his personality: Reb 
Mordechai toiled to uncover positive 
attributes in each person. At times it 
may have seemed naive-but he was 
not fooled. This was obvious to anyone 
who knew him well. He understood 
people's shortcomings and weak
nesses remarkably well, but he chose 
to focus upon their qualities instead. 

Someone once complained to Reb 
Mordechai about a woman who entered 
kever Rochel accompanied by her dog, 
to which he COW1tered, "Why don't you 
look at it posittvely? Even a woman trav
eling with her dog has that spark of ho
liness that draws her to kever Rochel." 

During his first Shabbos when visit
ing his son in Eretz Yisroel, he saw 
people violaling theShabbos. They were 
probably Arabs, he remarked, notJews. 
When he saw a couple in a car, he as
sumed that the husband was taking his 
wife to the hospital to give birth_ He con
tinued in thts manner during the entire 
Shabbos-and the next. This person 
must be an Arab, that one a doctor on 
an emergency call, and this woman 
must be ready to give birth. By the third 
Shabbos, his son was incredulous. "Pa! 
Do you really believe that all these 
women are giving birth and all these 
men are doctors or Arabs?" 
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Reb Mordechai answered, "You do 
not understand If a Jew sees chillul 
Shabbos, it affects his neshama, and 
his own scrupulousness for Shabbos is 
weakened. The only way to minimize 
the negative effect is to tell yourself that 
Shabbos has not been desecrated." He 
saw in the mitzva of judging others fa
vorably not just a courtesy to another 
person, but a benefit to oneself as welL 

Because he saw virtue in people, 
he came to love them. Others have 
difficulty abstahllng from lashon hara 
because they have to overcome the 
urge to denigrate others. Some have 
to force themselves to do someone a 
difficult favor, or to greet an unknown 
guest in shul Such acts were natural 
to Reb Mordechai. He never had an 
urge to denigrate anyone-who 
would want to speak negatively of 
someone he loves? He found pleasure 
in doing a person a favor. He greeted 
a stranger in shul as if he were a 
friend," and was generous to every 
collector, not only because of the 
mitzva of chessed; rather, he looked 
upon the individual as a distin
guished person in need of support 
and encouragement. He smiled at 
you, not only because it was a mitzva 
to be kind-his smile was genuine 
and perfectly natural. When he 
greeted you, you felt that you were 
special to him-you were, and so was 
everyone else. 

He would give everyone, even a 
simple Jew, the title ''Reb." Even in his 
personal pfwne book every name was 
entered with the title ''Reb." When 
asked, ''You greet people with a title to 
give them pleasure, but why write 'Reb' 
in a phone book that the person will 
never see?" 

He answered, "I am not writing itfor 
him; I am writing it for myself. I need to 
know that the individual is a 'Reb '."He 
explained that kavod habriyos-honor
ing afeUow tnar1, pertains not only to the 
manner in which one treats a person but 
to the manner in which one thinks of him 
asweU. 

His demeanor when listening to a 
speaker was unique. He felt that he 
had something to learn from almost 

13 He was critical of shuls and yeshivos \vhere 
people did not greet strangers, He felt that it was 
the obligation of the Rav and Rosh Yeshiva to greet 
guests so that their congregants and talmidim 
emulate them. 
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anyone. He would listen attentively, 
even to a bar mitzva boy reciting his 
p 'she tel, express his yasher koach 
and give a compliment for the won
derful p'shat Many times he would 
meet someone and remind him of a 
vort he had said many years before 
and long since forgotten. He would 
relate that he had repeated the vort on 
many occasions. Even if the speaker 
had nothing much to say, Reb 
Mordechai would sit in rapt attention, 
and encourage the speaker, looking 
directly at him and nodding his head. 
This chessed, seemingly so simple 
and yet so appreciated by the 
speaker, is easy for someone con
cerned only with serving others, not 

with his own stature and image. 
His home and heart were open to 

everyone. People would come from far 
and near at all hours, some for advice, 
some for reassurance and some for a 
beracha. Perhaps some came simply 
for the encouragement of his warm 
greeting. Each found in him a warm, 
caring and kind listener who concen
trated upon their individual needs as 
if he had no other concern in the 
world. He shared in their plight, gave 
them encouragement, and continued 
to worry about them long after they 
had left, including their needs in his 
tejillos. Often hewas busy or tired, but 
he would not show it. He was con
cerned only with the needs of others. 

ls your son a BRIGHT, VNM01WA1EO 
Sth, 9th or 10th GRADER 

who needs MORE? . •. 
{f the answer is YES, 

• 
then your son needs ... 

.:. 

Mesivta High School 
of Bradle Beach 

T T ivt:n J ' 11:i. 11 NnJ 'nti 

''A Unique Approach to Ah11v11s H11tor11h:1 

ENDoRsED BY LEADING RABBoNIM & RosliEI YEsHivA 
Stimulating Limudei Kodesh program directed toward 
acquiring practical skills, lifelong interest in Torah, and 
nurturing excitement and "Geshmak" in learning. 

•Creative Secular Studies with Vocational Training 
• Professional, warm Rebbeim and staff 

•Personalized attention to each student 
• Supervised dorming facilities 

• 20 min. from Lakewood; 1 hour from Bklyn. 

We are currently accepting enrollment for the 94-95 
school year for 9th grade. Limited enrollment is still 

available for the co min 10th & 11th rad es. 
iWl!IP.l!l!I 
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IS NOW OPEN AND OPERATING 
IN FLATBUSH! 

Hundreds of titles of judaica books in English language for chiidren and adults 
(ages 3 to 103) from the best publishers including ArtScrotl, Bnay Yaakov, C!S, 
Feldheirn, Hachai, Judaica Press, Merkos, Moznaim. Etc. are available. 

HOW TO REGISTER: Buy one LIFETIME farniiy membership card and you 
and your immediate famiiy can lease any book for 
pennies a day. 

WHEN: Daily (Except Shabbos) 11.30 am - 6:30 pm 
Friday until 3 hours before Shabbos 

WHERE' M A T A N A G A L L E R Y 
1917 Avenue M 
(between E. 19th Street and Ocean Avenue) 

ARE YOU MOVING? 
IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS PRINTED 

INCORRECTLY ON THE JO MAILING LABEL? 
We need your help to ensure proper delivery of the JO to your home. Please 
attach current mailing label in the space below, or print clearly your address 
and computer processing numbers that are printed above your name on the 
address label. 

ADDRESS CHANGE FORM 
tAffix label here) 

Name----------------------~ 
Address ______________________ _ 

City, State, Zip _________________ _ 

Date Effective 
Plea~i:> allCMr 6-8 v..-eeks for all C"hanges to be reflected on your mailing label. WE WILL NOT BE 

RESPONSlBL£ fOR MCK ISSUES M!SSED unless you notify us 8 week> prior to your move, 

Occasionally, an acquaintance 
would stop by during the Shabbos meal. 
Reb Mordechai would go to the door and 
greet him, seat him at the table and 
make himfeel at ease. 'The chulent on 
his plate got cold, the family fidgeted, 
and one by one left the table. He was 
oblivious to it al~· it was of no conse
quence. His only concern was to treat his 
guest with honor and consideration. 
Later, with characteristic good hwnor. 
he sat down to eat his plate of cold food. 

HAKORASHATOV 

R b Mordechai never forgot a 
favor. Hakoras hatov (grati
ude) was an integral part of 

his avoda. He would send money to a 
Rav in Yerushalayim who had be
friended his children there eighteen 
years earlier. 

He even felt hakoras hatov to the 
clothing he wore. When he no longer 
needed an old garment, he would not 
simply discard it in the garbage. He 
would wait several days, then fold the 
garment neatly and put it in the gar
bage, saying, "Zei hobben mir gut 
badint-they served me well." 

STRIVING FOR SHLEIMUS 

H ow did Reb Mordechai 
Schwab become so dedi
cated to the well-being of 

others? Assuming there is a correla
tion between personal humility and 
finding merit in others-is one 
humbled when he perceives others 
as good, or does a modest person 
tend to find goodness in others? Ei
ther way, seeing merit in others is 
surely uplifting. 

His exemplruy middos must have 
been the result of many years of 
work and effort. 14 He felt that one 
cannot achieve shleimus without 
learning mussar each day. thus 
making it an integral part of his day. 
He toiled on sheviras haratzon
shattering his desires. He strived 
that his every act reflect ratzon 
Shamayim, not his own desires. He 
was thus able to warmly help some
one who had previously wronged 
him as if nothing had occurred. 

14 His family has lists of the kabbalos {resolutions) 
that he accepted upon himself during the vatious 
periods in his life. 
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When his younger brother, Reb 
Moshe, 7"llT, joined him in Yeshiva in 
Lithuania, he noticed that Reb 
Mordechai often put his hand in his 
pocket and handled some object. At first 
he resisted all Reb Moshe's queries 
about this habit. Eventually, he had no 
choice but to explain: He carried some 
sand in his pocket; whenever he felt any 
sense of pride, he would touch the sand 
to remind him that man is but sand 15 

After the passing of Rabbi Yaakov 
Kameneisky, 7"llT, he was approached 
to assume the position of Rav in Reb 
Yaakov's shul. At the outset. he ada
mantly refused, confiding to a close 
jiiend that he feared that he would be 
pressured to don a Rabbinical frock. 
which would inspire irresistible feelings 
of ga'ava (pride). 

Shemiras halashnn was central to 
his avodas Hashem. He studied Se fer 
Chofetz Chayim at every Shabbos 
meal and encouraged others to do so, 
as well. He felt that all yeshivas and 
girl's schools should include 
Shemiras Halashnn in their curricu
lum, and was instrumental in estab
lishing its study in many schools. 
Shortly before his petira, he confided 
to a close acquaintance that he felt 
this to be the most important accom
plishment of his life. (Once, when a 
Chassidic Rebbe visited Monsey, his 
followers requested that Reb 
Mordechru call on the Rebbe. He was 
not feeling physically well, but none
theless consented on condition that 
they institute the study of Hilchos 
LashnnHarain their cheder.) He was 
scrupulous about every word he ut
tered or heard lest there be some 
lashnn hara involved. 

Someone was discussing a per~ 
sonal matter with Reb Mordecha~ in
volving another person's conduct. Reb 
Mordechai told him that while he is 
pennitted to listen, he may not accept 
the story as fact. After some time. this 
individual had need to discuss the 
matter again. He was surprised tofmd 
that Reb Mordecha~ who had an excel
lent me1nory, had no recollection of 
ever discussing the matter. Appar~ 
ently, his memory would not retain 
lashon hara. 

15To1d to this Wliter by Reb Moshe, ?~. 
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During his 
life, Reb 
Mordechai 

avoided public at
tention.16 He would 
rather that others 
speak and occupy 
center stage. His 
modesty and 
tzenius would not 
tolerate that we 
speak of his tzidkus. 
Thus, these lines 
are written with a 
degree of apprehen
sion. 

There is, how
ever, another con
sideration. He was 
an inspiration dur
ing his lifetime for all 
who came in contact 
with him. One left 
his presence with a 
resolve to better 
himself. Isn't it in
cumbent on those 
who knew him to 
share their impres-

16 Nevertheless, when he felt there was something 
to be leained, he would publicly demonstrate the 
lesson. For example, he usually insisted upon car
rying out the garbage. Often he would intention~ 
ally do so at a time when young men would pass 
the house to show the necessity of helping at home, 
regardless of how demeaning the task may seem. 

sions with others? If these lines are 
instrumental in stimulating others to 
emulate some of his middos, particu
larly his quality of finding merit in 
others, perhaps he will forgive us for 
writing them. • 

RENT-A-CAR 

LS 
TYPE OF CAR 8/4/94· 

3117/94 

A FIAT UNO STING 126 

B PEUGEOT 205 AC 175 

c CITROEN ZX 1.4 224 
c·• MAZDA323 245 
c• PEUGEOT 4051.6 280 

M MINIBUS FORD 476 

N SUBARU BABY BUS 322 

• 
D CHARADE 1.3 231 

E MAZDA323 294 

F NISSAN SUNNY 322 

G SIERRA 1.8 420 

K GMC SAFARI PS • •• 
x PEUGEOT 4051.9 478 

XL MITSUBISHI GALANT 2.0 560 

SX VOLV094CI 830 

YOUR 
CAR IN 
ISRAEL 

$ PERWEEKi 
FROM 2 * 

• EXC. INS.1 6 MILEAGE ' 
UNLIMITED 

FREE CELLULAR PHONE 
IN EVERY CAR 

PAYMENT FOR USE ONLY AT THE ENO OF THE RENTAL PERIOD 

SPECIAL CARS FOi HANDICAPPED DllYDS 
••Rll.VATIONA l'a•l'AYM6NT 

u•A A CANADA 

1100-9311-6000 
IN NY: .21.2-6.29-6090 
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A Sacred Call for Support of the Mitzvah of Shmittah 
from Roshei Yeshiva Throughout America 

The Seventh Yea:r - the Year of Shmittah - is with us. We take special pride in the 
report that some 4000 thousand farmers and vintners, in close to 240 yishuvim (settlements) 
are keeping the laws of Shmittah with great self-sacrifice, without compromise or leniency 
whatsoever. 

How precious is a mitzvah preformed in its prescribed time! As is well known, the 
Gedolim of the previous generation, n~-,:i., tm"1~t - whose charge has been reiterated by our 
current Torah leaders, N""''l!I - consistently urged all Jews to meet their obligation to 
contribute their share towards the observance of the mitzvah of Shmittah - a mitzvah that in 
the breach is punishable by Golus, and in its fulfillment is rewarded with the Geulah 
She lei mah. 

Through their heroic commitment to abandon their fields and vineyards, their primary 
source of livelihood, for a full year, the "mighty men of valor" - as farmers who observe 
Shmittah are described - bring reward to us all. Morever, they act as the representatives of 
all Jewry in the fulfillment of this mitzvah. It is therefore incumbent on us to help sustain them 
and their families, and to encourage them to stand fast in meeting the great challenge that 
faces them. 

KEREN HASHVI'IS was founded by the Gaon, Horav Binyomin Mendelsohn, '":!!, the 
Rav of Komemius, to enable these Keepers of the Shmittah to perform this mitzvah. At a 
meeting of Roshei Yeshiva that was convened on 18 Kislev 5754 (Dec. 2, '93) in the office of 
the Rosh HaYeshiva of Mesifta Torah Vodaath, HaGaon Rabbi Avraham HaKohen Pam, 
N""''l!I, it was resolved to appeal to the broad ranks of Jews who harbor a deep love for the 
mitzvos of the Torah, and whose hearts are fired with love for the sanctity of the Land and 
the fulfillment of its special mitzvahs: "Come to the aid of these spiritual heroes, and acquire a 
share in their sanctification of G-d's Name!" 

The Torah leaders of Eretz Yisroel have set $120 as the minimum contribution toward this 
mitwah to be asked of every Jew. We the undersigned join them in this call, asking each 
family head to contribute (or raise) this sum at the very least. Whoever gives more should be 
bestowed with an added bounty of blessings. May they all be blessed with berachos of Shvi'is 
reserved in the Torah for the Keepers of Shmittah and those who support them. 

In the merit of the mitroah of Shmittah may we witness our eternal redemption with the 
advent of Moshiach. 

Rabbi Aaron M.OBhe Schechter 
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Report From LA. 
After the Earthquake, Putting the Pieces Together 

M aybe it was hearing the 
news Chol Hamoed Pesach 
that the major traffic ar

tery, the Santa Monica Freeway. se
verely damaged by the January 17. 
1994, Northrtdge earthquake was re
opening on April 10, two months 
ahead of schedule. Whatever the rea
son. there was no mistaking it-I 
could feel the collective sigh of relief 
that so many livtng in L.A. seemed to 
betaking. 

As I prepared to move here to as
sume my position with Agudath Is
rael of California, I was told by so 
many frtends and family to be care
ful. that the crown on the City of An
gels had become somewhat tar
nished. But as I settled in. in spite of 
all the disasters. both natural and 
man-induced, I perceived an over
whelming communal desire to beat 
whatever the odds and reestablish 
the city's reputation as a growing, vi
brant Jewish community. 

I've come to the belief that the 
emstkeit for Torah values, exhibited 
by the dqfyomishiurat6: !Oa.m. the 
morning of the quake, held by candle
light as the aftershocks hit, was no 
singular event. Rather, it truly set 
the tone for what's happen
ing. I found out only later that 
the reason the shiur con
vened at all was due to one ' 
special family who rushed to 
the shul within twenty min- ' 
utes of the initial temblor, and 
spent ninety minutes clean- • 
ing. putting seforim away. 
straightening overturned • 
tables and chairs-all so the 
shiur could take place. 
That special concern, 
that rise to the occasion 

Rabbi Hollander is director of 
A.gudath Israel of California. 

40 

by dedicated people. is symbolic of 
this city's Taras chessed. 

Many wonderful things are 
happening in L.A. 's Torah 
community-shiurim, out

reach. chessed-and Agudath Israel is 
a part of many of them. Through 
Pirchei and Bnos Agudath Israel. over 
500 boys and girls are served by To
rah-true youth programming weekly 
in locations across the region .... Those 
hit hardest by the recession are now 
finding new jobs and learning new ap
proaches in thetr job search through 
the efforts of the Los Angeles branch 
of JobLink, Agudath Israel's no-fee 
employer I employee job clearing
house .... Thousands of dollars have 
been distributed to local schools 
through the efforts ofAgudath Israel's 
Emergency Earthquake Fund and the 
Commission on Yeshiva Funding, and 
ongoing efforts are betng made to tap 
tnto new sources of financial support. 

All the adversity this community 
has suffered has served to 
forge greatness in many 
individuals, and has 

been the crucible in which true com
munal maturtty has developed. Per
ceived differences between groups of 
OrthodoxJews, Chassidimand those 
from the Yeshiva world, "left" and 
"tight," etc .. do not seem to htnder our 
ability to work towards a common 
Torah vision. Maybe it is because our 
ground does the cracktng; we don't 
have to. Whatever the reason, the 
devar Hashem can flourish in Los 
Angeles, not tn spite of the awesome 
power of nature exhibited here, but 
perhaps because of it. • 

~ ~,~~,~ 

~ AUTHORS & ~RTISTS ~ 

authors and artists to submit 
manuscripts and artwork for 
evaluation. We seek manu
scripts in all areas of Judaica 
publlshlng with originality, 
creativity and high llterary 

standard. Our editors develop ~ 
and highlight the individuality 

.,: of the author and our graphics 
t I department gives each book rJ 
a its own identity' ' 
~ We welcome the opportu~ 16' 

nity to work with you. 

e 

No> lGllO ' Londa. . fannakm-, 

180 Park Avenue• Iatewood NJ 08701 

In UK 01-801).3723 
e,; In luae[ 02-538-935 
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LIKE ONE MAN, THONE HEART 

A Unique Response 

e year 1911 saw the entire 
Jewish world in uproar over 
he infamous "blood libel" 

case against Mendel Beilus, an un
assuming Russian Jew who was 
falsely accused of murdering a 
Christian child in order to use its 
blood for Jewish ritual. In the 
course of its efforts for the cause of 
"justice," the prosecution sought 
some sort of proof that although it 
was virtually unheard of for Jews to 
commit acts of violence against each 
other, it was not beneath them to 
perpetrate such crimes against 
those of other faiths. 

Someone uncovered the following 
Talmudic statement (Yevamos6la):" 
'Now you My sheep, the sheep of My 
pasture-you are Adam (Man]' 
(Yechezkel 34:31)-You [Israel] are 
called Adam, but the nations of the 
world are not called Adam." Is this not 
conclusive proof, claimed the pros-

Rabbi Shimon Finkelman, a rebbe in Yeshiva 
Darchei Tordh, Far Rockaway, N.Y., is a frequent 
contributor to these pages, most recently, with his 
article, "'The Barriers of GolLts," based on an address 
by Rabbi Yltzchok Kirmer, ?H::lt (June '93). He is the 
author of several biographies published by ArtScroll 
Mesorah Publications. as well as the recent book. 
Shabbos-Its Essence and Signijicance. 

The Jewish Observer, May 1994 

ecution, that the Jews view the gen
tiles as sub-human? 

A response to this accusation was 
provided by Rabbi Meir Shapiro, then 
a relatively unknown Rav in the East
ern Galician town of Galina. He ex
plained: The term "Adam-Man," as 
used in the Talmudic passage, indi
cates Kial Yisroefs unique status as 
a nation of individuals who, in a real 
sense, are like one man. When, for 
example, a person has an inflamma
tion in a foot, one cannot say that the 
man's foot hurts, but the rest of him 
feels fine. A person's entire body is af
fected by a disorder in a single limb. 
Similarly, the souls of Bnei Ylsroel are 
bound up with one another. When 
one Jew is hurting, all Jews. even 
those who do not know him or her 
personally, feel the person's pain and 
suffer along, in a way that simply is 
not found among any other nations 
on earth. 

At 2:00 a.m .• it Was 
Like Friday Afternoon 

N o one will ever forget the 
morning of Friday, 25 Iyar, 
5754. It had been almost 

forty-eight hours that searchers had 
been looking in the woods of a Con
necticut state park for a missing four
teen-year-old girl from Boro Park. As 
we drove to yeshiva that morning, 
someone remarked that he was so 
distressed, he had awakened with his 
head hurting. Another person 
summed up how everyone was feel
ing: "Yesterday, the mood was like 
Tisha B'Av." On the previous night, 
Boro Park at two in the morning was 
like Boro Park at two on a Friday af
ternoon, as hundreds, if not thou
sands, volunteered to head out on 
chartered buses to join the search. 
Elderly men had to be convinced that 
they would fmd the terrain too rough. 

f.~~~~''.:\.._ EVERY GIRL,S DREAM ••• 
''>£> A summer in Israel of camping and touring for ~"' T 
~~·q a select group offrum girls ages 10-18 ,...,,'<-~ 

~ . . -:r."'' 

1"0::l 

6 Weeks of 22 Exciting Tours, Orama, Music, Oanc~.::C:: ,:: . /v - & '<> 
Arts & Crafts, Conversational Hebrew & Daily Shiurim. ~ ~c:s . Featuring: 
On Campus: Waterpark, Large Pools, Water Slides, I\ Pl~ !'j61~!41iJ 
Oairy Farm, Petting Zoo, Sports Field & More! :\ ~\1 

The Only 
'Kosher' 

Supervised activities for older teens. 9.~ 
Comparably priced to over·night & ~ 

Waterpark 
In The World 

camps in the mountains. 9::t:::S 

Under the dynamic direction ~~~~ 
of special educator I'< 
O'vora Zelman. ;:::;!iS;:::::;:!!J!!\I!! 

~~~ n r""I --······· ~-... On the Grounds of Beautiful Kibbutz Chofetz Chaim 

CAMP BNOS CHOFETZ CHAIM 
623 Cortelyou Rd., Brooklyn, NY• Phone 718-282-6350, 718-941-5500 
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It wasn't only Boro Park. Jews ev
erywhere were deeply distressed, and 
poured out their hearts in tefilla. 
People were calling New York from 
overseas, asking if there was good 
news. To the amazement of Connecti
cut state police and the media, 
searchers were aniving at the park 
area from as far away as Montreal. 

day was palpable. Someone applied 
the Mishna's description of the 
Simchas Beis HaSho'eiva celebra
tion in the Temple Courtyard: "Who
ever did not see this rejoicing, did 
not see rejoicing in his life" (Mishna 
Sukka5:1). 

All of this, for a single Jewish soul. 
"You, Israel, arecaUedAdam. ... " 

When the Hidden is Revealed 
And then, distress gave way to 

exhilaration, as the wonderful news 
was heard that the girl had been 
found, safe and sound. Some cried, 
others danced, while still others re
cited chapters of HaUeL The joy that I n discussing the nisyonos (trials) 

of Avraham Avinu, Rambam 
writes (Moreh Nevuchim 3:24) 

GUARANTEED UPGRADE 

•Rates in U.S. dollars 
• T.l.D. W • $6 per day· 
mandatory If C.O. Wis not purchased 

•Free car phone (Pay for calls only) 
•Based on 7 days minimum rental 

•High season supplement: Pessach, July, August 

.9""°fo ~ATERERS~ 
makes your Catered Affair AFFORDABLE! H 

11, ·- Because we offer so many fine locations throughout the 
: metropolitan area, we are able to tailor our prices to the 

. ~ . •• '11 style, size and location you choose. Our three decades of 
.. ,..,. i.'. experience is your guarantee of a lavish and spectacular 
·~- -~ • "3 Glatt Kosher Affair. Here's a partial listing of locations 
_.::::;:, available to you! 

( ...... 
t--::BR::CO::O:::K<:-:,:::N-'.-~:_-::BR:::O:::N:::X--, Many Other Choice Locations In 

EL CARIBE RIVERDALE Manhattan, Queens, Long Island, 
COUNTRY CLUB JEWISH CENTER Westchester, New Jersey 

1N ExcLus•vc M•LL BASIN RIVERDALE TEMPLE & Conneclicut 
LAMER VILLA BARONE OFF PREMISES 
OUEENS CATERING 

SEPHARDIC AT THE LOCATION OF 
JEWISH CENTER FAR ROCKAWAY YOUR CHOICE INCLUDING 

Vf KEW GARDENS CONG. DAACHAV NOAM YOUR HOME, TEMPLE, 

WHITESTONE 
SUFFOLJ< COUNTY CLUB OR OFFICE. 
HUNTINGTON 

JEWISH CENTER TOWN HOUSE ONE CONVENIENT 
LITTLE NECK ALL LEADING TELEPHONE NUMBER 

JEWISH CENTER N.Y.C. HOTELS 

(J1B) 849. 8817 UTOPIA SHU\JllO!< C(NlRENl5W 
\\'AlOOllflPEERR8HYAnl 
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NASSAU COUNTY 

CREST HOLLOW 
COUNTRY CLUB 

LEONARD'S 
OF GREAT NECK 

MARRIOTT 
UNIONDALE 

CONG. SETH SHOLOM 
LONG BEACH 

CONNECTICUT 

CONG. AGUDAS 
SHOLOM 
STAMFORD 

WESTCHESTER 

GLEN ISLAND 
CASINO 

NEW ROCHELLE 

STOUFFERS INN 
WHITE PLAINS 

RYE TOWNSHIP 
RVE TOWN 

HILTON 

NEW JERSEY 

HllTONSOMERSET 

HILTON MEADOW LA.NO 

HILTONPARSIPAtlY 

MARRIOiT GLENPONTE 
TEANECK 

that the primary purpose of these 
trials was to demonstrate to the 
world how to properly serve 
Hashem Ramban (Bereishis 22, l) is 
of the opinion that the primary pur
pose of nisayon is to translate the 
individual's latent potential into re
ality (Hebrew: miko'ach el hapo'eij. 
It seems that in our episode, both 
were accomplished. Probably for the 
first time in their lives, hundreds of 
thousands (if not millions) of Ameri
cans got a glimpse of true Jewish 
chessed, concern, empathy. and 
faith. On that memorable Friday. a 
gentile woman phoned the 
menaheles of the Tomer Devorah 
High School where the girl is a stu
dent, and said, "I often hear Jews 
referred to as miserable creatures. I 
now realize that you people are the 
greatest-and I'm going to tell 
people how I feel." 

Yet, equally important-if not more 
important-was the genuine achdus 
(unity) and deep emotional attach
ment to one another that this episode 
brought to the fore. This is a crucial 
lesson for ourselves, one that we dare 
not forget. • 

The Yitti Leibel 
HELPLINE 

No Problem ls Too Big .. 
No Problem Is Too Small ... 

D ls there some terrible thing happening in your 
family that you are afraid or ashamed to tell 
:anyone? 

0 Are you a teenage or young adull having 
problems that are too. difficult for you to 
handle?? 

0 Are you single or~married, and experiencing 
personal or inter·personal conflicts?? 

0 Are you simply confronted with a situation that 
requires you to find an objective listener? 

Some of the Torah community's highly skilled 
therapists are available to talk to you on the 
phone, with total anonymity, 

H*O*U*R*S 
Monday-Friday (Day) 8:00 AM·l2:00 Noon 
Monday-Thursday (Eve-) 8:00PM·l1:00 PM 
Sunday 9:00 AM·l2:00 Noon 

9:00 PM-11:00 PM 

DIAL (718} HELP-NOW (435-7669) 
ln Chiciago t:all 1.SOO-HELP-D23 

In New Jersey, Call l-908-363-1010 

This pl'()ject has been approved 
by lewling Torah authorities 
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Like a clap of thunder on a 
scorching August night, it 
shook me. Could it really be 

true? Could it actually happen? 
It sounded more like a plot 

from a novel for young adoles· 
cents. A teenage girl. torn 
from her surroundings, is 
suddenly thrust into the 
spotlight of frantic search 
teams, as fears for her sur
vival abound. And yet, re
alitywas more frightening 
than fiction. 

News of Sharon rever
berated through scores of 
Jewish communities ev
erywhere. And the reac
tions all reflected similar 
sentiment, albeit in vary
ing tones. 

"How could such a thing 
happen?" 

"It's an emergency for 
every single Jew!" 

"Let's get mobilized!" 
"Every second counts!" 
The response was incredible ... 

unprecedented! Jews from every 
neighborhood, every persuasion, 
every generation vaulted into 
spontaneous action. Search teams 
were organized, schedules were syn
chronized, busses were rented, thou
sands gathered to hear words of 
chizuk and to say Tehillim. People 
who had never volunteered for any
thing in their lives found themselves 
in positions ofleadership. Thousands 
of cheeks were stained with inexpli
cable tears. A wave of compulsion to 
DO SOMETHING pervaded our lives. 

And all this for a girl whom most 
of us never knew. never met, never 
will meet. Sharon, whose soul, ltke 
millions of other wandering souls, 
was only waiting for someone to care 
enough. A living testimony to "Mi 
ke'amcha Yisroel, goy echad 
ba'aretz!" 

Even the most ardent critics could 
not help but rave. 

"Such concern!" 
"Such commiirnentl" 
'They don't even know the kid!" 

Yaakov Salomon, CSW, last represented in these 
pages in May '90 by his "Connecting the Unat
tached," is a psychotherapist in private practice in 
Brooklyn and nn editor for the ArtScroll Mishnayos 
Series. 
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SECOND 
LOOKS 

The world gaped at the sight of 
thousands of "strangers" trading 

slumber for sacrifice, work for worry, 
and learning for love. Amidst the 
decadence of a universe in which the 
value of human life faces a constant 
downward spiral, a display of such 
compassion should make headlines. 
And it did. "Annu ratzim-v'haim 
ratzim. "We run and they run .... 

But the most spectacular aspect of 
this incredible rescue effort was the 
fact that Sharon's life was never in 
danger. After all, this is 1995. This 
was no Suri Feldman situation. That 
was last year's crisis. Oh, the danger 
for Sharon's survival was very real. 
And the situation was quite critical. 
But, unlike Suri, Sharon's physical 
existence was never threatened. This 
time, the very notion that a Jewish 
girl was "lost," had "strayed from the 
path" of her heritage, and faced spiri· 
tual extinction, was enough to spin 
the wheels of Hatzalah, along with 
everyone else, in motion once again. 

0 f course, Suri's disappear
ance last year will never be 
forgotten. And in truth, we 

owe her a great debt. For our efforts 

Yaakov Salomon 

in finding her taught us the 
lesson that we had long ago 

forgotten, and made this 
current mission possible. 
Who would have thought 
that the same enthusi
asm that had catapulted 
a People to the heights of 
devotion just one year 
ago, could once again be 

harnessed for the sake of 
spiritual rescue? 

The lesson is clear. When 
a Jewish soul is lost, all of 
KlaI Yisroel must hurt. And 

when a neshama strays into 
the forest of assimilation, no one 
should be able to sleep. Maybe 
that was her kavana when she 
was praying in the woods. She 
wanted us to look for all the "lost" 
children. 

Thanks, Suri. I guess we 
needed that. • 
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It's Hard/Easy to be a Jew 
I t's getting more and more difficult 

to be a Conservative rabbi. By the 
same token, it's getting progres

sively easier to be a Conservative Jew. 
No contradiction; they are merely two 
sides of the same coin. 

Conservatism is based on the 
nebulous principle of conforming to 
changes in the social milieu while 
somehow respecting time-honored 

HC $24.95 
PB $20.95 

norms in Judaic practice 1
• As a re- 1 

suit, the mechitza has disappeared 
from their houses of worship; driving 
to shul on Shabbos is permitted
only sometimes, by the letter of the 
law, but never really fully forbidden In 
practice; a kohein may marry a di
vorced woman-all of these In defi
ance of established halacha. New 
questions come up, and a" Halakhd' 

' ~ ., 
...... :i~f~ft~1~tfat ... •.• 

B'll'~elll~i: 
and achieve greater . . . . 
closeness to HaShem is the 
life goal of every Jew. But 
we find that certain 
negative behavior patterns 
often hold us back. 

'On AWARENESS, 
Miriam Adahan describes 
and discusses nine distinct 
personality types in a way 
that can greatly help in 
understanding and 
improving ourselves. 

"0 hrough greater 
awareness-of our own and 
of others' human natures, 
strengths and weaknesses, 
motivations and 

1 limitations-we can become 
more accepting and 
forgiving, of others and of 
ourselves. 

B(wARENESS can help you improve every aspect of 
your life by showing you that leading a happier, more 
fulfilled life is an achievable goal 

Available at all Jewish bookstores or direct from 
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(or Law) Committee convenes to pass 
judgment and ultimately permit 
many of these (and more) deviations 
from the norm. So the Conservative 
rabbis must work hard to make "Ju
daism" that much easier for their 
congregants. 

The latest manifestation of this 
tendency is a "draft" pastoral letter 
issued last month by the Commission 
on Human Sexuality of the Conser
vative Rabbinical Assembly (RA). rep
resenting (In the words of a New York 
Times article on the matter, Apr. 30, 
'94) "an effort to set up a moral code 
for relationships long viewed as im
moral." By Torah law as well as gen
eral moral standards, a couple is ex
pected to marry before living together. 
But this Commission has come forth 
with gwdelines under which life to
gether outside of maniage can "em
body a measure of holiness." 

The response from the Rabbinical 
Assembly? Rabbi Kass Abelson, 
Chairman of the RA Law Committee, 
hails this pastoral letter for represent
ing "a real step Into the real life of our 
community" (JTA, May 4, '94)-a 
shocking indictment of the leadership 
quality of the Conservative rabbinate, 
and a sad comment on the moral 
state of their community. Societal 
trends should not be justified with 
the patina of acceptability. And that 
is precisely what the letter does. 

The Conservative Movement long 
ago lost its spiritual moorings. having 
broken free from our sacred Mesora. 
But now they have also lost their 
moral compass, accommodating 
their rabbinical rulings to "new reali
ties." instead of teaching their 
congregants how to overcome im
moral trends with eternal values. 
How tragic for an entire segment of 
Jewry waiting to be led, and Instead 
left to stumble In darkness on its own! 
How shameful that those who are 
struggling to maintain moral equilib
rium in a world going awry find a 
group of Jewish clergymen reinforcing 
the negative messages of society! • 

1 If this sounds like a recipe for mental contortion, 
then we have succeeded in conveying the paradox 
inherent to Conservative Judaism. SJ.mila:rly, the 
booklet on the Conseivatlve rellgious outlook, Emet 
Ve-Emunah. is a benchmark in ambivalence and 
lack of direction in what should be a primer in ba
sic beliefs. (SeeJO, May'88, pp. 37-39.) 
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L ++ t Dor Yeshorim Responds: e l,ll,lers 0 Gaucher's can lead productive lives 
When Dor Yesortm was founded, for many years, and certainly do the Editor Gedolei YISroel from all segments of many mitzvos." However, this does 

the community fully endorsed its work not contradict the opinion of Gedolei 

1WO CHEERS FOR GENETIC TESTING 

To the Editor: 
I read with great interest the P.S 

article, "Dor Yeshorim, Phase II" 
[Sept. '93). Certainly, DorYeshorimis 
to be lauded for Its heroic efforts to 
obliterate Tay Sachs disease. The 
backing of Gedolei Yisroel for this spe
cific type of genetic testing helped the 
average Jew facing the choice to get 
past the issues of emuna vs 
hishtadlus, which face each of us as 
we confront the decision of "to test or 
not to test," and then, "to proceed 
with the shidduch, or to split." 

The big news, thanks to all the re
search done in genetic engineertng, 
bechasdei Hashern is that there are 
now carrier tests for Cystic Fibrosis 
and Gaucher's Diseases. The implica
tion of your article is that these two 
diseases fall under the Tay Sachs um
brella, which the Gedolim approved. 

I humbly question the accuracy of 
that implication. Did the Gedolimau
thortze Dor Yeshorim to test for any 
diseases that they can? Are they fa
miliar with Cystic Fibrosis and 
Gaucher's Disease per s&. Unlike Tay 
Sachs, people with CF or Gaucher's 
can lead productive lives for many 
years, and certainly do many mitzvos. 
Are we mandated--0r even autho
rized-to interfere with the possibil
ity of such people being born? I be
lieve that clarification is needed, and 
suggest that the details of the ethical 
issues be explored. 

NAME WITHHEill BY REQUEST 
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COP\' & PRINTING 

CENTER 
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NEWYORK,NY10038 

(212) 962-4282 
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andjointlysignedalettertothateffect, Yisroel that young men and women 
clearly supporting the idea of testing should strtve to do all thatis possible, 
for other genetic diseases, not Tay- and make use of whatever blood test-
Sachs alone. Declartngthetr "support ing is available, so that, b'ezras 
and encouragement to the awesome Hashem, they can expect to have 
undertaking of Chevra Dor Yesh- healthy children. 
orim ... to prevent those genetic dis- The public should also be aware of 
eases which, on occasion, strtke Jew- the reputation that Dor Yeshorim 
ishfamilies,"theRabbonimapplauded now enjoys in the scientific commu-
the organization's "proper and confi- nity, in addition to the Torah commu-
dential approach to rid us of these nity, and that it has become a major 
plagues." ;r:i, Dor Yeshorim is sue- force in the prevention of genetic dis-
cessfully fulfilling these goals to the eases throughout the country. 
extentthatthetechnologyisavailable. Over the past few years, Dor 

This endorsement has, on occa Yeshortm has come to be regarded by 
sion, even taken the form of direct medical researchers as being on the 
encouragement to expand the cutting edge of genetics, whose work 
organization's activities. This was the cannot be ignored by anyone tn the 
case, for example, two summers ago field. Invitations for its director to 
when the revered Manchester Rosh speak at medical conferences and 
Yeshiva, Rabbi Yehuda Zev Segal, seminars come in to its office on a 
7":.r, personally called Rabbi Yosef regular basis from national insti-
Ekstein, Director of Dor Yeshortm tutes, universities and major metro-
from his home in England and im politan hospitals. Recently, for ex-
plored that we initate a program to ample, Rabbi Ekstein has spoken at 
test for Cystic Fibrosis. Rabbi Segal the NYU Medical Center in New York, 
subsequently followed his call with a and at the MIT-affiliated Cambridge 
letter insisting that we do not delay Hospital in Boston, MA. Andjustlast 
introducing tests for other genetic re- December, The New York Times fea-
cessive diseases. tured an article about Dor Yeshortm 

In fact, in the succeeding months, and its work on the front page of its 
a panel of Roshei Yeshiva and Chas- weekly Science Section. 
sidic Rabbonimfrom all segments of Finally, it must be emphasized 
the community was formed to guide once again that Dor Yeshorim's suc-
the organization through the initial cess is totally contingent on the sup-
steps of testing for other diseases, port of the entire community. How-
which included CF and Gaucher's, ever, there are still those who rnisun-
and, n·:i, this program is now under derstand or misconstrue the specific 
way. ffestingfor Gaucher's Disease is requirements of the system which is 
now being done on a limited basis.) designed to ensure the absolute con-

The wrtter of the above letter is fidentiality of all those tested. It must 
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be constantly reiterated that the time 
for testing is before young people be
gin the process of shidduchim or dat
ing, so that the requisite information 
is already on file with Dor Yeshorim 
when a shidduch is proposed. Due to 
the volume of tests being carried out, 
it becomes increasingly difficult to 
perform these tests on an "emer
gency" basis for those who neglected 
to have them done at the proper time. 

SHIA MARKOWITZ 
for the Board of Directors 

ofDorYeshorim 

CAILING FOR THERAPY FOR 
SINGLES: BLAMING THE VICTIM 

To the Editor: 
I find it difficult to accept Dr. Meir 

Wilder's theory (in JO Feb. '94) that 
older single people would find their 
shidduchim if they were to work to
wards correcting or improving their 
emotional difficulties. The author 
seems to be suggesting that it is the 
emotional defect of the older single 
person that may be stopping him or 
her from finding a mate. 

I feel that this theory promotes the 
notion that we "marrieds" did some
thing correctly and therefore found 
our shidduchim, while the 
"unmarrieds" have done something 
incorrectly in their lives which leaves 
them single. Can we say that the 
marrieds' emotional well-being has 
enabled them to find their 
shidduchim more easily, and at a 
younger age? Do they somehow have 
a higher level of emotional health 
than the unmarrieds? It is self-evi
dent that this is not the case. 

Traditionally, we view the finding of 
a marriage pariner as a blessing from 

46 

Hashem. People must put in their 
hishtadlus (personal effort) in finding 
their shidduchim and ask Hashem for 
His Divine Intervention. This 
hishtadlus may in fact include seeking 
counseling, when appropriate. 

Dare we "blame the victims" by 
suggesting that their unmarried sta
tus is theirfault? Do we say that those 
who have made hishtadlus in earning 
a pamassa (livelihood), or finding a 
cure for their illnesses, are respon
sible for their lack of success? ls it 
their emotional problems that are 
hindering the process of achieving 
their goals? 

We all know wonderful, talented, 
kind people who are older and un
married. Sure, they, just like the rest 
of society, may benefit from counsel
ing and therapy. But to propose that 
their emotional difficulties are what is 
stopping them from being blessed 
with a shidduchls unacceptable. How 
much more discomfort must they 
bear as society promotes assump
tions that may not be viable? 

TEHIIA WEISBERG, MSW 
Lakewood, NJ 

Dr. Wikler Responds: 
Mrs. Tehila Weisberg has raised 

some thoughtful questions here 
which others have posed to me pri
vately. By doing so, she has given me 
the opportunity to publicly clarify 
some points that may have been mis
understood, and for this I am grate
ful to her. 

It is not my position that all "older 
single people would find their 
shidduchim if they were to work to
ward correcting or removing their 
emotional barriers." l do believe, how
ever, that some certainly could reach 

-
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the chuppasooner. 
To refute the former position you 

need only point to one person who is 
unmarried and suffering no emo
tional difficulties. That is quite easy 
to do, since there are plenty of singles 
who fit that description. To disprove 
my view, however, you must demon
strate that no older single person is 
ever hindered by emotional barriers. 
And that is an impossible task. 

Mrs. Weisberg draws analogies, 
claiming that just like being sick or 
unemployed are never the "fault" of 
the "victim," so too being single is 
never the "fault" of the unmarried. 

Certainly, every ma'amin (person of 
faith) knows that one's livelihood and 
health are in the hands of Heaven. 
Even the slightest physical discomfort 
or shift in financial status are directed 
by Hashgacha(Providence). Neverthe
less, no one suggests that a person's 
livelihood and health are unqffectedby 
his or her actions. Mrs. Weisberg does 
acknowledge that some hishtadlus 
must be made. When doing so, a per
son must assume some degree of per
sonal responsibility for his situation, 
while at the same time accepting that 
his situation is not directly under his 
own control. 

Just how much hishtadlus is 
enough and how much is too much 
is a spiritual challenge debated 
throughout the ages. Some Rishonim. 
for example, differed as to whether or 
not it is excessive hishtadlus to con
sult a physician. (See the lbn Ezra's 
commentary on Shemos 21, 19 and 
the Rambanis Hilchos De'os 4:23.) 
Contemporary Gedolei Yisroe~ how
ever, do not consider seeking medical 
attention as excessive hishtadlus. 

The same challenge exists in the 
area of pamassa. Rabbi Shimon bar 
Yochai (see Shabbos 33b) and Rabbi 
Chanina ben Dosa (see Berachos 
l 7b) deliberately made no efforts to 
support themselves and relied totally 
on Heavenly assistance. Today, how
ever, applying for a koUel stipend or 
taking some other step to produce in
come is not considered excessive 
hishtadlus. Just how much 
hishtadluseach one of us must make 
and how much is too much is an in
dividual dilemma. But some effort Is 
acceptable and is not seen as 
contradictorty to belief in Hashgacha 
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As for shidduchim, the same spiri
tual challenge lies at the doorstep of 
each single person. Unequivocally, 
the consensus is that some 
hishtadlus must be made (with or 
without therapy), as Mrs. Weisberg 
has stated. 

Once we accept the responsibility of 
hishtadluson the part of the indMdual 
to improve his or her situation, then 
we must accept that some illnesses 
may be the "fault" of the victim who 
failed to guard his health or failed to 
seek proper medical attention. Fur
thermore, we must accept that some 
of the unemployed may have to 
"blame" themselves for not trying hard 
enough to find a job. And, finally, we 
must accept that some singles may, 
indeed, be at least partially respon
sible for not being manied. 

Mrs. Weisberg concludes with a 
rhetorical question pointing to the suf
fering of"wonderful, talented and kind 
people who are older and umnanied," 
and who may be wrongfully stigma
tized for their umnanied status which 
is totally beyond their control. Such 
misplaced blame would be most tragic 
and cause much unwarranted emo
tional pain. But that tragedy pales in 
comparison with the damage caused 
by giving false reassurance to those 
who could improve their marriage
ability and do not, simply because 
someone counseled, 'There's really 
nothing you can do about it, anyway. 
After all, shidduchim are all beshert 
(preordained). So you might as well 
just wait around for the right one to 
come along." 

DR. MEIR WIKLER 
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WHY SHOUIDN'TTHEY 
SAY SOME OF THOSE THINGS 

ABOUT US? 

To the Editor: 

1 recently heard a story regarding 
a Chassidishe Yid who was told by a 
non-frum Jewish woman that she 
was embarrassed by his way of dress
ing. He answered her that he wasn't 
Jewish, but Amish. She immediately 
apologized to the "Amisher" Yid and 
went on to tell him how much she re
spected his religion. He thanked her 
in Yiddish. 

I always used to feel uncomfort
able walking to shul on Yorn Kippur 
all dressed up in my Yorn Tov cloth
ing and sneakers. "What do the non
Jews think of us?" Well, Hashem 
taught me a valuable lesson and cre
ated Michael Jordan and NIKE "All 
Jordan" sneakers which have be
come a way of dressing among 
yuppies, even with their fancy suits. 

Why do we have to find the near
est phone booth to daven? (Until 
someone points out to us that it's out 
of order.) Why do we have to be em
barrassed about our religion if others 
are not embarrassed about theirs? 

ZALMAN FLEISCHER 
Brooklyn 

Author's Clarification 
I want to clarify my response in the 

letters section in last month's The 
Jewish Observer (pp.44-45). Cer
tainly, no implication was made that 
a novel, however well written and use
ful for Jewish outreach, is to be 
equated with actual works of Torah. 
Torah, as Chochmas Hashem, is the 
essence of Kedusha. and whatever 
subject it deals with is ipso facto, 
kadosh. By the same token, a person 
who approaches Torah with such a 
frame of mind can only be elevated as 
a result. A novel, no matter how well 
crafted, is of course a different mat
ter completely. 

It is my premise that a novel, writ
ten by a student ofTorah, can present 
an authentic and inspiring portrait of 
Torah life, and serve as a tool in the 
battle against falsification of Torah 
Judaism. Writing and marketing 
such a novel is clearly a difficult talk. 
However, I believe that the potential 
benefits are so great that those who 
have the necessary talent should be 
encouraged to produce such works. 

F'YVEL SHUSIER 
Skokie, lllinois 
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Artscroll brings you 
Torah Luminaries 

"1'i1r.:> n~ n1~1i 1')'l" 1;n1,, 
let these biographies and sketches from the Jewish Observer bring enlightenment and inspiration 

to your family for years to come. The lives of these gedolim show how Torah perfects its great sons 
and daughters, and how they perfect their world. $16.95 hard cover $13.95 paperback 

encyclopebta of BIBllcal peRSomllues 
Thirty years ago, a new Hebrew work was enthusiastically proclaimed as an instant 

classic - an indispensible reference work. Now - twenty printings later - it is avail
able, for the first time ever, in English. That classic is lshei HaTanach/Encyclopedia of 
Biblical Personalities. It brings together biographical snippets from the length and 
breadth of Rabbinic literature, and organizes them by subject and chronology. The result 
is the closest thing we have to biographical analyses of the personalities of Scripture. 

Now, it is available in a magnificently produced volume, one that you will be proud 
to display on your coffee table and which will become an integral part of your library. 

Every time you tum its pages, for a few minutes or a few hours, it will provide 
SHAAR flashes of understanding and ideas for further exploration. 

"''"fibilf Pcifl Over 500 pages. Handsome 8 !,lz"x I I" deluxe format, #ISHL - H/C only 

A meteor that flashed across the heavens and enlightened every area of Torah knowledge and 
iving, the Vilna Gaon was unique. This giant who never held a public position, had a profound 

effect on the Jewish world, an effect that continues to this very day. 
Yonason Rosenblum, the gifted writer of Reb Yaakov and Lieutenant Birnbaum, has adapted 
Rabbi Betzalel Landau's classic Hebrew biography, HaGaon HaChassid MiVilna. The brilliance 
of the many faceted diamond known as "The Gaon" is brought to the fore in this dazzling account 
of his life, thought and worldview. This book includes a new chapter about the 
Gaon and the Chassidim.. $18.95 hard cover $14.95 paperback 

~~SIVOS OL1\~1: ~fSIV Hl\TOl\1\H 
The Maharal of Prague formulated dazzling new perspectives on Torah ideas and 

philosophy - indeed, his writings are still the basis for many of the much stimulating 
Jewish thought of this century. 

In this - one of his most profound works - Maharal analyzes and elucidates the essence of 
Torah itself. Translated by Rabbi Eliaklm Willner. $18.95 hard cover $15.95 paperback 

uu'u"~ nPW<;; - your chawusa back. 
Tbe SCbOTTENSTElN etllTION 

t:A[MUll BA'7L1 
will join you for ALL of BAVA (beginning June 23) 

and the next several mesechtos. To the many who wrote and called 
while we were absent during Bava Kamma - we are grateful. 
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