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Sidney Greenwald 

The Late Sanz-Klausenberger Rav 

THE DICHOTOMY 

T he late Klausenberger Rav, 
Rabbi Yekusiel Yehuda 
Halberstam, :l"':>;rol, was a di

rect descendant of the Dfvrei Chaim, 
Rabbi Chann Halberstam, the Sanzer 
Rav, and many aspects of his personal 
and public life reflected the ways of 
this saintly great-grandfather. 

So totally immersed in Torah and in
tense service to 0-d was the Sa112er Rav, 
that material possessions had no .fi.mc
tion to him other than as a means to help 
alleviate the plight of the poor, the su.f 
fering, and the abandoned. "How can a 
person waste his time wonying about 
the vanities of this world," he was wont 
to say, "whenitisallemptiness, through 
and throught" 

Sidney Greenwald, Chairman of the International 
Board of Directors of Sanz Medical Center /Laniado 
Hospital, is an independent consutant to health 
care services. He resides in Monsey. N .Y. 
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The Klausenberger Rav, for his part, 
often spoke admiringly of one his grand
mothers, the GorliJzer Rebbetzin, who 
prayed that her children be poor in 
earthly assets, but that they earn great
ness as Rabbonim and posk1m. 

The Klausenberger Rav not only 
recounted the events and the 
minhagimoftheSanzer Rebbe'scourt 
in great detail. as if he himself had 
been present, he was equally meticu
lous in all the customs, rituals, 
modes of dress, and specific expres
sions of Sanz. He even repeated the 
words of his "Sanzer Zayda" as if he 
had heard them directly from him. 
The only way to ensure complete ad
herence to the ways of his holy ances
tors, he maintained, was by segregat
ing oneself and ghettoizing the com
munity, remaining free of any secu
lar, mundane or profane influence. In 
fact, the first thirty-six years of the life 
of the Klausenberger Rav were car-

ried out under these ideal conditions. 
His approach, however, was not 
unique in those pre-War days when 
he was Rav of K.lausenberg; he was 
one of many hundreds of Rabbonim 
in that region of Eastern Europe who 
were followers of the Chasam Sofer, or 
the great Chassidic masters, who led 
their communities in complete sepa
ration from outside influences. 

Yet he was quite alone at the onset 
of the Churban (Holocaust), during 
the deportations, in the concentra
tion camps, and the D.P. (displaced 
persons) camps after the liberation, 
when he was thrust into unknown 
surroundings, with people from the 
widest range of backgrounds. How 
did a man whose earlier years were so 
sheltered come to deal with realities 
that required him to engage himself 
with devastated souls of a type 
unencountered in Rudnik, K.lausen
berg, or Sanz, ailing souls who unfor-
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Both spiritual giant and 
dedicated communal 
worker-was the Rebbe 
a dual personality? 
While he performed in 
one role, did he neglect 
the other? 

tunately had sunk to the abysmal 
depths of helplessness and despair 
without any moral anchor, and were 
now in desperate need of help? 

During the seven decades of his ac
tive leadership, he was renowned for 
his monumental pilpul drasiws, every 
Shnbbos and Yorn Tov, every night of 
Chanuka, at special seudos, and his 
long, involved shiurim several times a 
week. Very few followed and under
stood the breadth and depth of his 
erudition and his chiddushim in To
rah. But even fewer could compre
hend how a man of such stature and 
gadlus could lower himself to befriend, 
converse with, and eventually reach 
the heart and soul of a morally lost Ho
locaust survivor. And how he could 
comfort these forlorn individuals by 
providing them with a suit of clothing, 
a pair of shoes, and a kosher meal. 

This dichotomy had also been true 
of his Zayda, the Sanzer Rav. Before 
or after writing a complicated 

The Sanzer Rav 
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teshllVa, or before or after a lengthy 
heartrending tefillas Shacharis, the 
Sanzer Rav would discuss in great 
detail with the administers of the 
chartty funds, how much cloth was 
needed for a poor bride's wedding 
gown, and what kind of shoes would 
be appropriate for her. He would be 
involved in every detail of the needs 
of the poor and how to best satisfy 
these needs. 

In addition, the Klausenberger 
Rav's early, cloistered life was in ap
parent contradiction with his later in
volvements. Not only was he respon
sible for an international network of 
kehillos and Torah institutions, and 
projects such as Mifal HaShas, but 
also for founding Ktryat Sanz in Eretz 
Yisroe~ along with the Sanz Medical 
Center /Laniado Hospital. 

Both spiritual giant and dedicated 
communal worker-was the Rebbe a 
dual personality? While he per
formed in one role, did he neglect the 
other? 

No. With the Klausenberger Rav, 
there were no two distinct roles. It 
was not even a matter of synthesis. It 
was a "oneness." The common de
nominator, the unifying force that 
created this oneness, was the Ko'ach 
HaTorah-thepowerofTorah, which 
molded the Klausenberger Rav. 

The Hashgacha (Divine Provi
dence) placed the Klausenberger 
Rav-whose life was one of striving 
for spiritual heights-in a specific set
ting, in a time that demanded action, 
for the sake of others-Bilti l'Hashem 
levado. Everything solely for Hashem 

YEARS OF HIS YOUTH 

T he Sanz-Klausenberger Rav 
was born on 4 Shevat, 5665 
(1905), to his father, the Rav of 

Rudnik in Galicia. He, in tum, was 
the son of the Rav of Gorlitz. who was 
the son of the great sage and saint of 
Sanz, the Divrei Chaim 

As a young child, the Rebbe dis
played unusual talents, but foremost 
was his rare diligence in Torah study 
and his extreme devotion in tej'dla. He 
would engage in either (or both) for 
many hours into the night, even to 
the point of exhaustion. As a child, he 
could be found pouring out his heart 
before an open Aron Kodesh at mid-

The l<lausenberger Rebbe 
on His Years in the Camps 

Divine Providence 
At Every Step Of The Way 

When we arrived in Auschwitz, the 
wretched Germans 'l?l"t.l' commanded us 
to remove our hats and to run, as they 
chased us with clubs. I said to those 
nearby, ':Je.vish brethren. realize that the 
Creator is here too and waits for us. He is 
here to be with us and to watch over us. 
Bear in mind that 'Gd is with me; I shall not 
fear Gd is with me through my helpless
ness. and I shall witness what befalls my 
adversaries.·" 

Translated by Yisroel Yehuda Pollack 

night in an otherwise empty Beis 
Hamidrash. 

While young Yekusiel Yehuda had 
the good fortune of being reared in a 
home that was host to many Gedolim 
of Eastern Europe, he tragically was 
orphaned from his father at age thir
teen. His three-hour hesped (eulogy) 
for his father, in which he quoted ver
batim sources throughout Shas and 
Midrash, was an object of marvel 
amongst the Rabbonim throughout 
all of Europe. 

The youth's thirst for Torah was in
satiable. At age sixteen, he took to the 
road and spent six months in Warsaw, 
basking in the presence of the city's 
spiritual giants. While in Poland, he 
heard shiurim in the Brisker Yeshiva. 
Half a century later, when the 
Klausenberger Rav met the Brisker 
Rav in Eretz Y'isroeL he reminded the 
Brisker Rav of the contents of that 
shiurhe had heard in Warsaw. He also 
spent time with the Belzer Rav, 
Bendiner Rav, and Munkatcher Rav. 

The Ostrovtzer Rav granted him 
semicha and asked him to stay on to 
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The l<lausenberger Rebbe 
on His Years in the Camps 

Faith During Those Bitter Days 

In those terrible days, I maintained 
my bitachon (trust) and never suc
cumbed to doubt. This, because of all 
that I learned from my father Calamity 
set in with those who had abandoned 
their trust and gave up all hope. I recall 
how someone told me with an agoniz
ing sigh: "Oy! We are doomed to remain 
here!" I immediately interrupted him: 
'You have no right to decide my fate. I 
truly believe that we-both of us-will 
make it out of here. If you fancy that it is 
otherwise, you're at liberty to think as 
you like for yourself-but not for me." 

When he asked me how I could be 
so sure, I replied that since the Creator 
is. after all, here too. He will surely come 
to our aid. 

Ra·avod'Raavo, Vayishlach 5744 

Tran.slated by Yisroel Yehuda Pollack 

help him with his writings. The 
Ostrovtzer's berachato his new disciple 
was, "You should be a maishiv halacha 
for the world, and render responsa for 
the benefit of Kial YtsroeL " 

He also obtained semicha from the 
Radirnlsheler Rav, who commented, 

"If the world will be zocheh (worthy), we 
will see in Yekusiel Yehuda another 
Divrei Chaim "The Klausenberger Rav 
also received semichafrom Rabbi Meir 
Arik, who honored him by requiring 
his shochtim to show their shechita 
knives to him for inspection. 

Reb Yekusiel Yehuda's fame came 
to the attention Rav Chaim Tzvi 
Teitelbaum, Rav of Sighet, who took 
him for a son-in-law, making it 
known at the time that there is no 
Tosafos in all of Shas with which his 
chassan is not familiar. During the 
years after his marriage, he fre
quented Rudnik to assume the re
sponsibilities of his father's kehilla. 
During his years there as well as 
when Rav in Klausenberg, he im
mersed himself in Torah study and 
devoted long hours to intense, tear
ful te.fillos. The best way to lead his 
flock, he felt, was by example. 

THE YEARS IN THE CAMPS 

v:olumes have been written, and 
more will be written, of the 
personal self-sacrifice and in

credible moral strength of the 

Klausenberger Rav during the War. 
During his years of suffering In the 
deportation camp, then in Auschwitz, 
Dachau, Mildorf and other concen
tration camps, and flnally in the D.P. 
camps, he avoided violating any To
rah commands. Under the most se
vere conditions, he abstained from 
non-kosher food. He kept the regular 
times for davening, and managed to 
review entire mesechtos from 
memory, even while he carried hun
dred-pound bags of cement through
out the day, day in, day out. Miracu
lously, he was able to keep with him 
a pair of tefillin, which he daily shared 
with numerous others at great risk, 
should the Gestapo guards learn of 
this flagrant violation of camp regu
lations. Along with his own personal 
avoda. the Rebbe gave moral support 
to countless fellow Jews in the con
centration and slave labor camps. 

More remarkable was the Rebbe's 
activities in the D.P. camps after the 
liberation, when he was in effect 
alone. Other Rabbonimhad returned 
to their respective towns and vil
lages. Finding nothing there, they 
emigrated either to the United States 

I wish to place the following ad in Memory of Rebbetzin Judith K. Neuberger c"~ in the 61st Anniversary Banquet Journal 
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or to Eretz Ylsroel to re-establish a 
life for themselves and their follow
ers. They recreated their devastated 
communities to preserve that which 
was dear to them. Closing ranks, 
Jocking up to be secure. The 
Klausenberger Rav's response to this 
was, "Close ranks, yes-but we dare 
not Jock out any wounded 
neshamos." 

His thinking on kiruv: A person 
Is drownlng .... One bystander on 
shore says, "I'll jump In." He 
drowns .... A second bystander says, 
"No, I will not jump In. I'll just 
stand by and watch .... "The third 
bystander says, "We are on solid 
ground. Let's throw him a life
saver." 

Said the Klausenberger Rav, "We 
are on solid ground. We are not mov
ing from here. Let's dispatch Torah 
to him-a virtual lifesaver-and 
bring him back to us." 
As Jong as there were survivors 

in the displaced persons camp, he 
was determined not to abandon. 
them. Within twenty four hours of 
the liberatlon-havingjust learned 
of the brutal murder of his wife and 
precious eleven children-still 
clothed in prisoner's garb, he set 
about the task of resuscitating the 
shrunken souls housed in those 
dried-out bones .... During all the 
years in the concentration camps 
and liberation camps, he never 
shed a tear over his own misery for 
fear it would imply a critical view of 
the ways of Hashem_ 

In his new role, he could not de
liver a customary three-hour 
drasha to his new "congregants" 
nor his standard two-hour pilpul 
shiur to his new" talmidim." He was 
now concerned with the Aleph Beis 
oflife and basic emunaforthese in
dividuals. 

He worked at establishing ko
sher kitchens in all of the dis
placed persons camps throughout 
Germany. He provided tefillin for 
the men; established a printing 
press to print seforim necessary 
for the chinuch of people who Jost 
four to five years of learning and 
observance; founded the first 
yeshivas in Europe after the De
struction; arranged marriages be
tween the young men and women, 
and provided sheitels for the 
women. His concern for these lost 
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The l<lausenberger Rebbe in the Camps 

Reb Avrohom was 
one of five young in
mates of the Feldafrng 
Concentration Camp 
who. a few days after the 
liberation, came across 
several copies of 
Mesechte Gittin. That 
evening, they sat in a 
huddle. studying the 
Gemora together 

Suddenly: the Klausenberger Rebbe walked into the bunker, took note of the scene. 
and said. "Jews lrve here.· 

The next morning. Reb Avrohom compared notes with others. who recounted how 
the Rebbe had entered their barracks. and found them lounging a1Dund on their cots. Re
garding them he had said, 'The Gennans are still fin charge) here." 

Later, the Rebbe insisted that the five young men carry out their learning schedule 
on a table in an open area in the center of the camp, to demonstrate thatTorah study is 
alive and well. in elfect inviting others to join them. 

Thus did the Klausenberger Rebbe found the Yeshiva She'eiris Hapleita, which later 
flourished in Ferenwald /above). 

souls was so great that he trav
elled to the United States, not to 
settle, but to raise money for the 
institutions that he established in 
the D.P. camps and then to return 
to Germany. 

ARRIVAL IN THE UNITED STATES 

W hen the Klausenberger 
Rebbe and a group of his 
followers emigrated to the 

United States in 194 7, they setlled in 

Take an exciting voyage mm ir.ii
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The l<lausenberger Rebbe 
on His Years in the Camps 

As a People, We Are Certain ... 

Languishing in the labor camp, I was 
approached by a professor. who asked 
me derisively: "So, what have you to say 
about the lot of the Jews?" 

"It will be good," I answered. I then 
explained, "I am not a prophet. Rather. 
my conviction is based on historic fact. 
Notice"-! pointed out to him-"how 
many nations have resolved to annihi
late the Jewish People. Consider how 
many millions of Jews have already per
ished, in sanctification of G-ds Name, at 
the hands of mighty empires and nation
al ities-em pires and nationalities of 
which there remains no living trace to
day The Jewish People continue to ex
ist, their many persecutions and travails 
notwithstanding. There are today size
able families, who trace their ancestry to 
a particular grandfather. who had per
ished some generations earlier al 
Kiddush Hashem, even as his execution
ers and their commanders have fallen 
into total oblivion. Although I cannot tell 
you what will happen to me, personally. 
I am nevertheless certain that the Jew
ish People as a whole will survive and 
will witness the downfall of their adver
saries. I can guarantee this, based on 
thousands of years of Jewish history, per
sisting to this very day" 

Lowering his head, the professor 
conceded the point to me. 

ShefaCha1m 

Tram:lated byY1sroel Yehuda Pollack 

the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, 
With a strong sense of mission, he 
immediately embarked on an agenda 
of rebuilding-first and foremost, to 
establish shuls and yeshivas for the 
new arrivals. 

The prevailing practice among sur
vivors, during the late 40's, was to 
send teenagers and young men off to 
work. Even in so-called heimishe 
circles, learning was unheard-of for 
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young men, Against great odds, the 
Rebbe established chadorimfor boys 
throughout New York, as well as sev
eral girls' schools, He established the 
first Kollel in Williamsburg in 1952, 
and in 1954 he purchased a commo
dious six-story building to house hls 
Kehilla's central yeshiva, beis 
hamidrash, kolleL and old-age home, 
He established the first pre-school 
program for non-Americans, claiming 
that children under six, not yet in 
school in those years, waste an irre
placeable opportunity for absorbing 
valuable Torah knowledge, "If it were 
up to me," he said, "I would start 
them off while they're in their cribs," 

As boundless as his love for every 
individual Jew was, he was a stalwart 
warrior against the organized forces 
of Reform and assimilation, In 194 7, 
he took up the battle against the UJA 
and the Joint Distribution Committee 
for their policy of settling newly-ar
rived immigrants in far-flung com
munities, distant from centers of 
Yiddishkeit. 

In one of the Rav's fiery speeches 
in Williamsburg, he credited the 
speedy response of the local fire and 
police department to an accident 
caused by a gas leak, with saving the 
life of one person. "Now," he dramati
cally added, "we have a situation 
where tens of thousands of our fellow 
Jews are being spiritually asphyxi
ated, and no one from our immediate 
circle raises his voice in protest or 
does anything about it," 

He said what had to be said, in the 
place it had to be said, and to the au
dience for whom it was intended, In 
Me'ah She'arlm, he was not fearful of 
speaking out against some of the 
wrongs of the Chareidicommunity. In 
Tel Aviv he spoke up strongly against 
the secular anti-religious govern
ment, In Antwerp he unhesitatingly 
decried the cozy relationship between 

the Jews and Gentiles. Nor did he 
have problems telling a philanthro
pist to increase his tzeddaka giving, 

It is worth noting that among the 
earliest followers and admirers of the 
Klausenberger Rebbe in America 
were an appreciable number of 
Mesivta Torah Vodaath bachurim, 
many of them from out-of-town com
munities. The Rebbe's attraction to 
these boys was so profound and of 
such intensity, that its impact is still 
felt-for example, the son of one of 
those boys, a second generation 
American, is the Rosh KoUel of the 
Sanzer Kolle! in Yerushalayim, An
other of those Torah Vodaath young 
men (originally from Council Bluffs, 
Iowa) became the Rebbe's emissary 
to Mexico forty years ago, dispatched 
to establish Torah institutions 
there, Although he returned to 
Brooklyn after several years, he is 
still the overseer of the institutions in 
Mexico, as well as the mentor and 
spiritual guide to hundreds of reli
gious families in Mexico, Others of 
that group have remained, together 
with children and grandchildren, 
devo'.:ed adherents to the 
Klausenberger way of life, 

How does one account for this? The 
menahel of Torah Vodaath, Reb 
Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, 7"lll, greatly 
admired the Klausenberger Rav, and 
invited the Rav to deliver his first ma
jor public shiur in America in Mesivta 
Torah Vodaath. Moreover, the two 
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shared many common attitudes, in
cluding great stress on Torah study, 
responsibility to Klal, Ahavas YTSroeL 
and Ahavas Eretz YTSroeL 

THE REBBEAS INNOVATOR 

Tie Rebbewas a leader with un
sually broad horizons. His 

personal tragedies did not de
ter him from undertaking great 
projects, nor did strong opposition 
discourage him from pursuing grand 
designs for the development of Torah 
Yiddishkeit 

In the mid-50's, the air was bris
tling with excitement over the new 
Jewish State; at the same time, the 
Torah Yishuv in Eretz YTSrael found 
itself overwhelmed by an uphill battle 
for survival. The Rebbe saw the situ
ation as one of new challenges, new 
needs, and a new role for himself. 

Amongst Holocaust survivors, 
there was a yearning to return to 
Eretz YisroeL especially with the hor
rors they had endured on alien soil 
fresh in their memories. It was time 
to be secure at home. And then, many 
religious American Jews-hoping 
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eventually to settle in Eretz YTSroe!
wanted to get a head start. 

The Klausenberger Rav's followers 
would be the first of the survivor 
groups to establish a full-fledged 
settlement in Eretz Y'TSroeL He and his 
people negotiated with the govern-

The l<lausenberger Rebbe 
in the Camps 

Reb leibush. a survivor of Auschwitz. 
was searching for some way to move 
on. beyond the vast cemetery that was 
Europe. He joined a Shomer Hatzair 
Hachshara. to prepare to resettle in then
Palestine. He was the only person in the 
group who put on teflllin and davened 
daily 

When he learned that a cousin had 
survived. and had joined the Yeshiva 
She'eiris Hapleita. he traveled to 
Ferenwald to see him. leibush arrived 
on Purim evening. After the Megilla read
ing. the Klausenberger Rebbe gave a 
rousing drasha. based on the phrase 
from Megillas Esther. 'Venehafoch hu
and it was reversed." 

"Just as the Jews arose from their 
condemned state to overwhelm 
their enemies." the Rebbe said. "so 
too can we arise from our state of 
oppression and moral torpor. and 
reign over our yeitzer hora. We 
can-and we must!" 

The whole group broke out into a 
joyous singing of the song. 
'Venehafoch Hu." 

The Rebbe spoke further with great 
fervor. and again the young men sang 
with ecstacy. ·venehapoch Hu." and it 
was a complete reversal. 

That night, leibush confided in his 
cousin that he had never expected to re
capture the spirituality of the Hungarian 
village of his childhood. Nid now he felt 
it coming back. 

His cousin eyed leibush'.s carefully 
combed pompadour. which gave 
him the look of a Parisian boulevard
ier. and said, "If you want to become 
a Chassidishe bachur again. why 
not begin by snipping off that silly 
'chup'?" 

Reluctant at first. but then willingly. 
leibush consented, and began to take 
concrete steps to complete the up
heaval of "Ve'nehafuch Hu" that the 
Rebbe had initiated. 
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The l<lausenberger Rebbe 
on His Years in the Camps 

Salvation At The Last Moment 

I, myself. was about to be murdered 
on several occasions. by those evil 
ones '\?J"D'. More than once I found my
self spread out on the ground, murmur
ing the prayer: "In Your hand I return 
my spirit. .. may the will be that my de
mise be my atonement" (which. in 
those days, was constantly on my 
lips)-when suddenly I heard a com
mand that I rise and return to the camp. 
Such events occurred with virtually ev
eryone who survived. They had been 
in mortal danger-but rescued at the 
very last moment. 

Chumash Shiur. Toldm 5743 

Translated by Yisroel Yefluda Pollack 

ment for land. They turned down 
sites in Yerushalayim and Bnei Brak, 
instead buying land in Netanya. 
Many questioned the wisdom of es
tablishing a religious community in a 
resort town, right at the beachfront, 
but he was not fazed. 

The Rebbe laid the cornerstone for 
KiryatSanzin 1956. Thevillagewould, 
of course, contain housing and the in
frastructure for a comprehensive com
munity, including shuls, bateimidrash. 
educational facilities for children of all 
ages including yeshivas expressly for 

Sephardic children, factories for dia
mond polishing and the manufacture 
of housing and building materials, a 
home for infants and orphans, an old 
age home and a hospital. Slowly but 
surely Kiryat Sanz took root, and its in
fluence was felt all over Eretz YtsroeL ... 
Once people said that Kiryat Sanz is 
near Netanya; today Netanya is known 
to be near Kiryat Sanz. 

There is no vehicular traffic 
through Kiryat Sanz on Shabbos. No 
secularist would invade the sanctity 
of Shabbos in Kiryat Sanz, because 
Kiryat Sanz people do not encroach 
on secularist neighborhoods. Net
anya is the only major city in Eretz 
Yisroel where there is no strife be
tween the Dati'imand Chilonim 

The men of Kiryat Sanz are gain
fully employed as government em
ployees, in private enterprise and in 
social welfare organizations. Many 
are Kolle! men involved in the publi
cation of seforim or in teaching. Kiryat 
Sanz does not ask ofNetanya; instead 
Kiryat Sanz graciously offers health 
care and other communal services to 
all the citizens of Netanya and envi
rons. The beachfront of Kiryat Sanz 
was the first in all of Eretz Yisroel to 
have separate swimming times for 
men and women. 

YOU ARE! There is so much you can do. To find out more 
about your closest kiruv organization, Torah study center, the next 
scheduled outreach program or weekend, or for the closest 
Judaica center call our Kiruv Information Hotline. Pl 

A Project of Agudath lsrnel of America· 84 William Street New York NY 10038 •' 

1-800-KIRUV-84 
1-800-.5-17-XXX-l 
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The educational system in Kiryat 
Sanz is traditional, in that it follows 
the teachings of Sanz. As unyielding 
as this educational system is in its 
non-conformance with the govern
ment's educational standards, It re
ceives full government support and 
subsidy. 

THE POWER OF TORAH 

From the time he arrived in the 
United States, in the mid-40's, 
until 1960, the Klausenberger 

Rav was a keen observer of the 
American Torah scene. He marvelled 
at the ability of Roshei Yeshiva to in
spire young American boys to im
merse themselves totally in Torah 
study with sincerity and diligence. 
He felt, however, that in view of their 
capabilities, they could accomplish 
much more. Before he was ready to 
make any public recommendations, 
however, he tested his own "learning 
system" in a laboratory. In the sum
mer ofl 961, he founded the Meslvta 
in Kiryat Sanz, gathering together 
young bachurim, ages 12 to 13, with 
keen minds and a desire to be en
grossed in Torah. The Rebbe person
ally taught them, beginning the day 
at 5 a.m. He trained them to concen
trate and cover much ground, and 
coached them in productive meth
ods of chazora (review). After several 
years, scores of these young boys 
were tested on comprehensive 
knowledge of 500 blatt of Gemora 
with Rashiand Tosafos, earning the 
title "Chaver." Successfully passing 
an oral exam on 1, 000 blatt earned 
one the title "MoreinlL "The following 
is an excerpt from a letter the Rebbe 
wrote to one of his followers in the 
United States: 

Sivan 1962 
I am sure that you have heard 

that I am a melamed tinokos, a 
teacher of children. I have taken In 
some twenty young boys and some 
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bachurim in my beis hamidrash 
and they are under my personal su
pervision almost the entire day. I set 
a goal for them-to know 500 blatt 
Gemora with Rosh, Rashi, and 
Tosafos, by heart. Some of these 
boys are just Bar Mitzva age, one Is 
under Bar Mitzva. I believe that be
cause of their dlllgence and desire to 
learn, and In the merit of our Holy 
Land, we will succeed to sanctify the 
L-rd's Name and demonstrate that 
even in our times we can produce an 
elite core of talmidei chachamim 
and that the Holy Torah Is eternal. 

You can not Imagine how over
burdened I am. But teaching Is the 
only activity that gives me much 
spiritual pleasure; It Is not at all bur
densome. It Is eye-opening to ob
serve the boys' uninterrupted learn
ing and how they engage each other 
In sharp exchanges. 

I am aware that many of our fol
lowers see this activity of mine as a 
detriment to the Rebbistiva -my 
status as a Chassldlc Rebbe. Teach
ing and being a Rebbe seems contra
dictory. However, my opinion Is that 
one thousand of such Rebbes may go 
under, In place of one deserving To
rah student. My prayer Is that In 
merit of my holy ancestors, and In 
merit of our Holy Land, this will be a 
Kiddush Hashem, following In the 
footsteps of our ancestors. 

Yekusiel Yehuda Halberstam 

In 1968, before the Rebbe under
went heart surgery, he founded the 
Shas KolleL This program involved 
the study of70 blatt Gemoraa month, 
requiring the successful completion 
of a written exam, offering generous 
stipends. In four years, each enrollee 
would complete all of Shas. In 1983, 
a grand Siyum of Shas took place in 
the Binyanei Ha'uma in Jerusalem, 
attended by ten thousand people, in
cluding most of the prominent Roshei 
Yeshiva, Rabbonim and Rabbe'im of 
Eretz YisroeL 

The Rebbe next founded Mifal 
Has has, which entails the study of 30 
blattper month and a monthly writ
ten test. 

These two programs set higher 
standards for the quantity and qual
ity of learning, and required obtain
ing successful grades on a written 
exam-something heretofore un
known in the yeshiva world. The 
Rebbe said, "If universities require 
accountants. lawyers, and physi
cians to successfully complete writ-
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ten exams, why not those who study 
in yeshivas?' 

Since the inception ofMifal Hashas 
in 1983, 2,000 participants through
out the world-including talmidim of 
sixty major yeshivas as well as baolei 
battim--have mastered over seven mil
lion additional blatt of Gemora. 

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, ':>"lit, 
said, "'Ibe Klausenberger Rebbe is the 
greatest marbitz Torah (disseminator 
ofTorah) in our generation; and since 
my lifetime spans three generations, 
I can say that he is the greatest in the 
past three generations." Rabbi 
Yitzchak Ruderman, ':>"lit, called the 
Rebbe's programs a return to the 
standards he grew up with in 
Slobodka, where every accomplished 
talmid was familiar with all of Shas. 
Mifal Hashas, indeed, restores in our 
times the prestigious "Shas Yid" that 
was prevalent in all generations, in all 
countries, and in all Torah and ye
shiva communities. Mifal Hashas 
thus justifies the statement of Rabbi 
Elazar Schach, N"1'"'1!>: "The Rebbe 
made a 'revolution· in learning." 

The Rebbe pointed with pride to a 
letter he received from the wife of a 
Kolle! man, in which she extends 
heartfelt thanks to the Rebbe: Mifal 
Hashas gives her husband much 
needed self-esteem; a high mark on 
the monthly tests, plus the stipend 
give him a sense of accomplishment. 

The l<lausenberger Rebbe 
on His Years in the Camps 

On The watch For Shabbos 
Observance 

Mer the War. manythoughtthatthere 
were no longer any TorahDbservantJeivs. 
Some not only rtjected Shabbos obser
vance themselves. but ridiculed others 
who resumed keeping Shabbos. 

In fact. when the Joint Distribution 
Committee had provided us with a ship 
on which to journey to hnerica from Ger
many. they had deliberately arranged for 
it to embark on Shabbos. Many were un
able to withstand the temptation. and 
boarded the ship. But we--a small band 
of Jeivs-steadfasdy refused and actually 
prevailed in procuring another ship 
scheduled for departure mid-week. 

Shefa Chaim, voL2 

Translated oy Yl;roel Yel1u<la Pollack 
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The l<lausenberger Rebbe 
on His Years in the Camps 

Not an End, But a New Beginning 

After the great devastation of our 
generation, many thought. at first. that 
Yahadus (Judaism) had become ex
tinct. When I was liberated at Feldafing, 
where they designated a room for 
davening, a group of sincere youths at
tached themselves to me and, together, 
we cleaned it up and readied the room 
for use as a Beis Midrash. There were, 
however, others who were opposed to 
this, complaining that we were inciting 
another potential Hitler (G·d forbid). In 
addition, when we had begun to put 
up chupas, to conduct weddings, 
some Jewish folks pelted us with 
stones. 

In the end, Boruch Hashem, we pre-
vailed. A spirit of teshuva came from 
above, which inspired a great many 
Jews who we had thought were be-
yond reach .... We may not have pos
sessed any great tzaddikim who could 
revive us with a tal shel techia (dew of 
life). it came straight from heaven in a 
wondrous way. 

Tramla!ed byYisro~ Yehuda Pollack 

"Learning, Leaming, and 
More Leaming" 

T:e Rebbe often said, "I require 
nly three things, to learn, to 

review, and to remember." 
He never tired of pleading, admon· 

ishing, begging over and over again to 
learn more. In his weekly Thursday 
night shiur for baolei battim. he an
nounced that anyone who does not 
have a set time to learn at least one 
blatt Gemora with Tosafos every day. 
should not think of asking for an au
dience with Wm. 

He devoted unlimited time to plan
ning individual programs of learning 
for each student. Titis giant in Torah 
would sit with a young boy. and dis
cuss Ws capabilities with Wm. Pen in 
hand, the Rebbe would list the 
mesechtos. the number of blatt in 
each. He would spell out the amount 
of time required for the "first laynen" 
(initial independent study). so much 
time for review, and the amount of 
time it would take to reach specific 
goals. He calculated the hours avail
able. only taking off time for sleep, 
eating, davening and biological 

needs-to the minute. The balance of 
time is for leamlng. The week is com
prised of seven days, he insisted. with 
no time off from leamlng on Shabbos, 
Yorn Tov or Purim. Attending the tisch 
of the Rebbe or collecting money for a 
worthy cause was out of the question; 
a yesWva bachur is meant for learn
ing only. 

The Rebbe often quoted the 
Chazon !sh to support Ws system of 
learning. and like the Chazon !sh. the 
Rebbe pointed out that only with to
tal commitment to undertake the 
completion of Shas and its commen
taries-i.e. Rashi. Tosafos, Rosh. and 
Maharsha-can one attain appre
ciable levels of spirituality. Sanz was 
known for this approach to 
Chassidus. The Rebberepeated in the 
name of the Sanzer Rav that the dis
ciples of the Baal Shem Tov were all 
true Geonirnin Torah learning. 

To the Rebbe. learning analyti
cally, in depth. did not excuse cover
ing little ground. One must first ac
quire knowledge and understanding 
of the entire Shas and its commentar
ies, he insisted, before offering inno
vative comments and interpretations. 
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If one learns only the opening blatt of 
a few mesechtos, one runs the risk of 
saying a chiddush or sevara in con
tradiction to a clear statement in an
other section of Shas, or even to a 
Rashi or Tosafos in a later perek in 
the very same mesechta. 

The Rebbe's ahavas Torah was evi
dent in his prefacing the words 
Mishnaand Gemorawith "Hellige"
holy. The same was true when he 
mentioned the name of a Tanna or 
Amara (Rabbi in the Talmud). Simi
larly, on his lips, the Vilna Gaon was 
the "Heiliger Gaon," as was the 
"Heiliger Chafetz Chaim" He called 
the Jews of the Oriental countries "De 
HelligerShevatim-TheHolyTribes." 
(In fact, he insisted that the chinuch 
mosdos he established for the 
Sephardim in Kiryat Sanz maintain 
their distinct pronunciation and 
minhagim) 

It was this Ko'ach of Kedushas 
HaTorah. power and force of Holy To
rah knowledge, that enabled the 
Rebbe to withstand the trials and 
tribulations of the outside world, to 
swim in unchartered waters un
known to his predecessors or col
leagues. It was this power of Torah 
that enabled him to grapple with ev
ery risk-ridden situation as it arose. 

The Rebbe with medical staff in Sanz 
Medical Center 

Union City, New Jersey 

T:e Rebbe felt that young men 
nable to go to Eretz Yisroel 

should not be deprived of the 
learning program and atmosphere 
available in Kiryat Sanz. For this pur
pose he established a yeshiva com
munity in Union City, New Jersey, 
outside of the bustling metropolis of 
New York. Here, young men would 
have the same opportunities as in 
Eretz YisroeL The titles of Chaverand 
Moreinu would be bestowed upon 
those who earned them, and the 
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Roshei Yeshiva and KoUelmen would 
live in close proximity to the Yeshiva. 

This community in Union City 
boasts some of the country's out
standing talmidei chachamim, who 
live under austere conditions. Living 
expenses are far lower than in other 
population centers, thereby realizing 
appreciable financial savings over 
the years. 

HEALTH CARE AND 
THE HOSPITAL 

I n I 960, when the Rebbe took up 
residence In Eretz YisroeL he put 
into motion the governmental ap

plication process for the licensure of 
a hospital, appointing a qualified U.S. 
health care professional (shomer To
rah u'mitzvos) to negotiate with the 
Ministry of Health. The Minister of 
Health, an avowed left-wing, anti-re
ligious Socialist, refused to grant per
mission for the construction of the 
hospital. claiming that three hospi
tals were planned in Netanya, and the 
Rebbe should not be concerned that 
they would not be operated according 
to halacha. The Rebbeinsisted on the 
permit to build. arguing that the three 
hospitals will never be built. When 
the Minister of Health offered the 
hashgacha/supervision of the reli
gious activities in the government 
hospitals to the Rebbe, the Rebbe 
countered by offering the hashgacha 
of the projected Kiryat Sanz Hospital 
to the Minister, and tersely explained 
to his emissary that this is not a jok
ing matter. They-the left-wing Zion
ists-monopolize the building of all 
communal institutions, and then 
own and operate them according to 
their non-religious standards. We, 
the religious minority, come hat in 
hand, like beggars, to plead with 
them to allow kashrus in their insti
tutions. We install, against their will. 
mezuzos on the doors of their build
ings. This is wrong! We should build 
and own and operate these commu
nal facilities. Shabbos observance 
and Kashrus will be automatically 
guaranteed, and mezuzos will grace 
the doorsposts without need to nego
tiate or beg. 

Without our own independent 
economy and social welfare infra
structure, we cannot be assured of 

The l{lausenberger Rebbe 
on His Years in the Camps 

On the Guard For Kashrus 

\X/hen I was Rav in KJausenberg. before 
the war, I supervised the shochtim 
(slaughterers). inspected their chalaf 
(slaughter knives). and saw to it that the 
shechita (slaughtering) proceeded prop. 
erly In Germany, after the war. I assumed 
these same responsibilities. Oblivious ID the 
ITosty cold of winter. I would venture out 
into the slaughter house and supervise the 
shechita. 

\X/hen I arrived at the DP camp, only 
one pot in the kitchen contained kosher 
meat; the others were cooking treifa. But 
in less than a year. it came to pass. thank 
G-d, that all vessels in the camp kitchen 
cooked only koshec 

Translated by Yisroel Yehuda Pollack 
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religious independence.* The Rebbe's 
emissary was now more confident in 
bis mission. The Rebbe's views were 
presented to the Minister in a 
straight-fmward manner-no punch
es pulled. The permit and license 
were granted. 

The hospital's outpatient clinic 
opened in 1975. The Rebbewas stra
tegic planner for the orderly develop
ment of the hospital's departments 
and services, and he was involved in 
eveiy aspect of the hospital's opera
tion, while maintaing as before his 
personal, day-to-day involvement in 
the yeshivas, with Roshei Yeshiva and 
each and eveiy talmid 

Some people opposed putting up 
the hospital because they were con
cerned with the risk of immodesty in 
dress of nurses and visitors in and 
around the hospital. The Rebbe over
rode the objections, saying. "It will be 
easier to assure modesty in dress than 
run the risk of piku'ach nefesh with-

Street scene in Kityat Sanz 

out a hospital in the community." 
At a hospital board meeting, a discus

sion revolved aroWld the choice of sy
ringes-for injections. One side recom
mended a product costing one shekeL 
and another side recommended a sup
plier selling a syringe needle for two 
shekel Tzeddaka money was involved. 
The Rebbe asked if there was any dif
ference between the two needles. The 
reply-the two shekel needle is less 
painful to the patient. The Rebbe imme
diately ruled that the less painful needle 
be bought aJ: a higher cost. 

The Rebbe' s ruling prohibiting the 
hospital's employees from striking 
was surely a great Kiddush Hashem 
Hospital physicians, other health 
care workers, and several unions 
conducted at least seven major coun
trywide strikes, and many more mi
nor strikes over the years. Not once 
•Compare P.AG.I. and R' Avrohom Mokotovsky. 
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Once people said that 
Kiryat Sanz is near 
Netanya; today 
Netanya is known to be 
near Kiryat Sanz. 

since the founding of the hospital 
twenty years ago has any employee of 
the Sanz Medical Center participated 
tn any of the strikes, which was duly 
noted by the news media. 

Shabbos and Kashrus would be 
the least of the reasons of religious 
Jews' involvement in hospitals. 
Sweeptng scientific and technological 
advancements in medicine in the 
past few decades have created a host 
of new halachic issues to be ad
dressed, ranging from the very begin
ntngs of life to determtntng the precise 
moment of its end. In addition, many 
issues regarding personnel practices 
(physicians' requirements for avail
ability), and patient care (crowding 
wards and corridors with emergency 
patients) also must be determtned by 
halachic criteria. 

The Nursing School 

I n the Rebbe's view, the "heart" of 
the hospital's operation is the 
nurstng staff, which is in the hos

pital twenty-four hours a day; tn ad-

dition, the patient looks to the nurs
tng staff for comfort. 

Even prior to the opening of the 
hospital, the Rebbe gave shiwim to a 
select group of nursing students, 
placing them tn the category of Shifra 
and Puah-the nurses who received 
rewards directly from the Almighty 
for safeguarding Jewish babies. 

The Sanz Medical Center /Laniado 
Hospital Nursing School is the only 
nurstng school tn Israel tn which Torah 
subjects are an integral part of the cur
riculum. Girls from all over Israel and 
the Diaspora, with letiers of reference 
from their school principals and 
Rabbonim, are eligible. In the sixteen 
years ofits existence, every graduate of 
the school has passed the state exam 
and was licensed as a registered nurse. 
On four occasions, the SMC nurstng 
students received the highest grades of 
any school in the country. 

It seems that the Almighty holds 
His right hand over the nursing 
school to prevent wrongdoing. An il
lustration: 

The halacha prohibits abortions in 
most circustances. ,The Rebbe realized 
the difficulty of imposing a regulation 
which some expectant mothers find dif
ficult, especially when informed of the 
possibilily of the birth of an abnormal 
child. The Rebbe offered to care for any 
child bom with a defect. if the mother 
would voltmtarily give it up. This offer 
was made known throughout the medi
cal center and nursing school. 

A student interning in the hospital 
was casually told by an expectant 

Not just a cheese, 
a tradition ... 
Haolam, the most trusted name in Choiov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. A 
reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality 
and kashruth. With 12 delicious varieties. Haolam, a tradition you'll 
enjoy keeping. 

All Haolam Cheese products are made in the U.S.A. 
under the strict rabbinical supervision of: 

The Rabbln.Jlie o{lf.'hal Adath .leslw"'n 
Wuhln-'-n nel .. hts. IYY 

Cbolov Yisroel 

TNURMBROS. Haolam WORLD CHEESE CO. INC. 
BROOKLYN, NY 11232 • 
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Klausenberger Rebbe being Mesader 
Kiddushin (officiating at) wedding of Mr. 
& Mrs. Yisroel Chaim Rosenberg. Yisroel 
Chaim i7"JJ had buried a box of the 
Rebbe's special belongings, including 
valuable manuscripts, before the war. 
After the liberation, he recovered the box 
and presented it to the Rebbe. 

mother that the tests showed that her 
child would be malformed, and that she 
would Javor an abortion. The nursing 
school student dissuaded the mother 
from an abortion by offering to take the 
child into her own custody if she carrted 
to term as per the Rebbe's directives. 
The mother agreed to carry to term The 
mother gave birth to a normal child. 

THE REBBE'S CAPACITY TO 
BEAR GREAT PAIN 

Tie Rebbe was known to have 
uffered great pain throughout 
is years, a matter about 

which he never complained. A Jew 
once asked the Rebbe for a portion of 
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The Passing of the l<lausenberger Rebbe
A Personal Loss and a Loss for the Entire World 

Principle Above All 

I first met the Rebbe a number of 
years ago, when I was a District Man
ager at a local Community Board in 
Baro Park. The Rebbe was facing some 
difficulties in his home community of 
Union City, New Jersey. and I went to 
see him to offer my assistance, in the 
end gaining much more than I could 
possibly offer. 

Over the years, I was able to observe 
some of his practices and learn about his 
fast adherence to principle. He only ac
cepted money from observant Jews, 
unless it was earmarked forthe hospital. 
At one time, the chairman of a major fi
nancial institution was seeking to meet 
with him. At first, the Rebbe declined, 
then only agreed to the meeting when 
he was learned that the chairman was a 
veteran of World War II, and had been 
involved in the liberation of concentra
tion camps. The Rebbe felt that as 
hakoras hatov (gratitude), he should re
ceive him. When they did meet, they dis
cussed the Holocaust. The chairman 
was deeply impressed and subsequently 
helped out the hospital. 

But the hospitalS needs could not jus
tify everything. Some time ago I took an 
individual who was ill to see the Rebbe in 
Union City to secure a beracha li'om the 
Rebbe and to contribute a large sum of 
money to the hospital. I went in first alone, 

by Noach Dear 

to brief the Rebbe. When, during the 
course of our conversation, the Rebbe 
learned that this individual was married to 
a non-Jevv, he refused to see him. 'You can 
wish him well li'om me," the Rebbe said. I 
tried to convince him of the importance of 
going ahead with the meeting, but the 
Rebbe stood his ground. 

Principle stood higher than any pos
sible material gain. 

The Blessings of Having 
No Leaders 

The Bluzhever Rebbe /I.) greeting the 
Klausenberger Rebbe 

I recall the Rebbes visit to Baro Park, 
when he was joined by the Bluzhever 
Rebbe, 7"~!. The Bluzhever remarked 
with great pain that the old days. with 
its towering leaders, were gone, and 
now we are orphans. The Klausenberg 
Rebbe responded with a smile: "Perhaps 
we are better off without leaders. Now 
the Ribbono Shel Olam Himself will have 
to lead us." 

Noach Dear is a member of the City Cormcil of New York. 

Position 
Wanted 

College and seminary grad seeks 
position in law or advertising (l>JY area). 
15 years' experience as paralegalloffice 
manager; legal research_, documents: 
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CUent rept'eSen'tatipn at_courts_and 
agencles.10 years' experience runni_ng 

ad agency; handled production. 
marketing research. Languages. 
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It was this Ko'ach of 
Kedushas Ha Torah, 
power and force of Holy 
Torah knowledge, that 
enabled the Rebbe to 
withstand the trials and 
tribulations of the outside 
world, to swim in 
unchartered waters 
unknown to his 
predecessors or 
colleagues. It was this 
power of Torah that 
enabled him to grapple 
with every risk-ridden 
situation as it arose. 

the Olam Habbah that would be his 
because of his suffering, The Rebbe 
replied, "My portion in the Hereafter 
for my suffering in this world is negli
gible, but my work on behalf of my fel
low Jews after the liberation will earn 
me much in the Hereafter, and that I 
will not give away." 

Another man asked the Rebbe for 
help for his daughter who was suffer
ing severe migraine headaches. The 

CHEVRAOSEH CHESED 
OFAGUDATHlSRAEL 
BUlUALPtoTS~N 
ERETZYISROEL 

ll)terment in a ShomerShabbos Beis 
Olal)1near l.leis Shemesh 
Please phone or write to: 

_Chevra_O~eh9'cesed·of .Agudalh·Jsrael 
84 Wi~hun.Street, New York/NY 10038 

(212) 797c9Doo · · 
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doctors had given up hope on helping 
her. The Rebbe replied, "!, too. suffer 
from severe migraine headaches. I've 
suffered all my life, so I'll suffer some 
more by assuming some of your 
daughter's headaches." The young 
girl's headaches quickly disappeared. 

The Rebbe in his later years had a 
cardiac condition which required by
pass surgery. Before the Rebbe's phy
sician was to perform the surgery, he 
asked the Rebbewhy he agreed to the 
surgery. ls it to relieve pain, or to im
prove the quality of life? To which the 
Rebbe replied, "I surely would not 
undergo surgery to relieve pain, to 
which I am already destined. I will 
only agree to the surgery to improve 
the quality of my life, to enable me to 
learn more, daven better, and be 
more effective in helping others." 

More than the Rebbe's willingness 
to accept his destiny of suffering pain, 
was a silent, fervent prayer from deep 
within the Rebbe's heart-striving for 
the denial of any earthly pleasures 
and the welcoming of trials and tribu
lations, adversity and challenges. 

One of the highlightsoftheRebbe's life 
was the laying of the cornerstone of the 
main Sanz Medical Center building in 
Netanya. Prior to this event. the Rebbe 
was in the United States, recuperating 
from cardiac surgery. He consulted with 
his physicians as to whether he could 
make the trip. They categoricallyforbade 
him TheRebbe, inreplytothephysician, 
wrote: ''.AlflwughI hold the opinions of my 
physician in very high esteem, and you 
know that I always follow doctor's or
ders, in this case I must make an excep
tion. You cannot understand that my love 
for the Holy Land and its tnstitutions
especially Kiryat Sanz and the hospital 
that is being built in Kiryat Sanz-is so 
great that it outweighs aU the arguments 
you give mefor not making this arduous 
trip. " The Rebbe made the trip success
fally, although in great pain 

To culminate the celebrations sur
rounding the cornerstone laying, which 
was attended by 25,000 people on the 
hospital campus, a banquet was planned 
to which a select group of 250 of the 
country's most prominent lay citizens. re
ligious leaders, and members of the inter
national board of the Sanz Medical Cen
ter were invited. This dinner would also be 
graced by the presence of the Rehbe-in
deed. a most unusual event 
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On that very afternoon, before the 
dinner, the Rebbe instructed the travel 
agent to arrange for his Immediate re
turn to the United States, refusing to 
stay for the dinner. All pl.eadingfor him 
to stay on. not to disappoint the dinner 
attendees, was to avail It was only on 
his way to the aitport that he confided 
as to his reasonfor not staying: "I have 
already had too much honor and glory, 
toomuchkavod, morethanenough." 

The Rebbe did not suffer from the 
severe pains of the migraine head
aches whenever he was immersed in 
Torah study. Especially when he gave 
a shiw; he had no headaches, with
out resorting to medication. The 
Rebbe said that being immersed in 
Torah with kavana could dispel all 
aches and pains. 

Ko'ach HaTorah-unleashing the 
forces and the power of Torah learn
ing-that was his raison d' et.re. 

THE REBBE'S PASSING 

Ti e Rebbe's last will and testa
ment prohibited any hespeidim 
this funeral. He ordered that 

the tombstone identify him only by 
his name and his fathers name, with 
no titles whatsoever. The Rebbe out
lined specific schedules of study of 
Gemoraand Tosafosforthe benefit of 
his soul. 

He concluded the tzava'a (ethical 
will) with a passionate plea for peace 
amongst Torah scholars in order 
that they merit of the promise that, 
"And there shall be no stumbling 
blocks in their path." Beyond doubt, 
his efforts and achievements for Kial 
Yisroe!-in fact, his very life-was a 
record of consummate devotion to 
clearing the path for others to follow 
in his derech of Torah, intense 
avoda. and selfless chessed. • 

17 



THE HUMAN SIDE OFCHINUCH 

~ 
TOC 
WHO IS CAPABLE OF REPROOF? 

As a long time reader of The 
Jewish Obseroer, I have been 
treated to an ongoing series of 

articles that endeavor to define the 
weaknesses of the Orthodox com
munity. Certainly, nothing described 
in these articles is inaccurate; yet I 
am invariably left with a profound 
sense of sadness after each attempt 
to again explore where precisely we 
are failing. And each time I feel the 
urge to defend .... 

Any attempt to communicate to 
the public where they have failed puts 
us into a relationship of tochacha (re
proof)-the writer as the mochiach 
(accuser) and the reader, hopefully. 
as a mekabel tochacha (recipient of 
corrective advice). Rabbi Yitzchak 
Hutner, 7"lll, offered clarification of 
the Talmudic stutement that in the 
time of Rabbi Tarfon the era of 
mochichim (those capable of reproof) 
had come to an end (Eruchin l 6b). He 
explained that the mitzvaof tochacha 

Rabbi Hillel Belsky, principal of Hanna Sacks Bais 
Yaakov in Chicago, has wrtttcn several articles pub
lished in The Jewish Observer, including MRebbe~ -
a trtbute to the late Rabbi Shlomo Freifeld 7MYT (Dec. 
'90), and "The Sparks ofYosef' (March '93). 
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requires that the mekabel not be left 
with a sense of hopelessness, yai'ush; 
rather. that he be able to accept the 
criticism and still preserve an opti
mism about his avodas Hashem 

I am reminded of a conversation that 
I had some years ago with a prominent 
member of the Eida Hachareidis in 
Yerushalayim. "After the Six Day War 
there was a tremendous hisorerus 
leteshuva (inspiration to return to To
rah)," he remarked, "whereas after the 
YomKippurWar, there was not Do you 
knowwhy?" he asked me. "!tis because 
we won the Six Day War dramatically 
and the Yorn Kippur War we did not. 
The problem is that we no longer un
derstand a potch." 

At first I was taken aback by his 
remark. but then 1 realized that his 
comment merely illustrated what I 
believe Rabbi Hutner had meant, and 
what I am sure Rabbi Avraham Pam, 
N"tn':>\!J. had intended to convey in an 
article published in The Jewish Ob
seroer some years ago (March '81). 

Rabbi Pam told of a talmid who 
was doing poorly. His father had 
come to speak to the Rebbe and re
ceived the less-than-glorious report. 
The father asked to see his son, and 
told him that the Rebbe said he was 

Rabbi Hillel Belsky 

doing very well, but that with a little 
more effort he could really excel. This 
child, reported Rabbi Pam, grew to be 
an outstanding talmid chacham The 
reproof was cushioned in love and 
encouragement. The boy was not 
brow-beaten. He was lifted up and 
then challenged, and he responded. 

So, too, did Kial Y!Sroelrespond to 
the events of the Six Day War, but rwt 
to the Yorn Kippur war. 

IN PURSUIT OF-WHAT? 
-AND WHY? 

W e live in very difficult times. 
There is much emphasis on 
materialism and there is 

much emphasis on our emphasis on 
materialism. I am not sure that, as 
has been postulated many times, the 
alien culture is entirely to blame. I am 
not sure that redifas hamamon (as it 
is called in these pages) is because of 
the goyim. It seems as though one 
must be rodeif mamon to hold his 
head up in the .ftwn community. Tu
ition, tzeddaka for mosdos all over 
the world, support for children in 
Kollelim. kein yirbu (not to speak of 
"getting a good shidduch"). hiddur 
mitzva sirnchos (yes, even the mini
mum). housing in cities that are To
rah centers-these all make it impos
sible not to be overly conscious of 
money. This is only one of the chal
lenges with which we struggle. 

Every .ftwn home today is, in some 
measure, wrestling with the impact of 
the feminist movement on the women 
of our community. (Rabbi Hutner 
wrote in his introduction to Sejer 
Mitzvas Habayis that any movement 
that envelops a generation will affect 
everyone, regardless of his or her ef
forts to resist it.) A secular, profes
sional woman whom I know was in
vited to a simcha attended by over 
three hundred very .ftwnwomen. She 
had not seen any .ftwn women since 
dimly remembered memories of her 
aged grandmother's era. She com
mented that these women were not 
"traditional women," but rather 
women who on some level had 
struggled with integration into 
broader society. For instance, they 
were multi-talented, represented 
myriad jobs and professions, were ar
ticulate, and current with contempo-
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mitzva of tochacha 
requires thatthe mekabel 
not be left with a sense of 
hopelessness, yai'ush; 
rather, that he be able to 
accept the criticism and still 
preserve an optimism 
about his avodas Hashem. 

rary styles. in addition to their exper
tise at homemaking and childrearing. 

Yes, we are wrestling with the 
problems of the culture, but materi
alism is not the worst of them. We are 
facing an unprecedented divorce rate, 
with its breakdown offamilies. We live 
in a world that is not immune to 
abuse, alcoholism. drugs and other 
ripples from the host culture. And 
within all this, our men and women 
are attempting to create a Torah life, 
a Torah environment for the children. 
In spite of the pressures of the tirdos 
hazman u'mikreihem (the pressures 
and distractions of contemporary so
ciety) and the effects of the frequent 
economic necessity for two incomes 
(with the dual set of demands on the 
wife/mother, and the dual set of de
mands on the husband/father to 
earn and learn). they are striving to 
offer their children the best chinuch 
(education), the best seviva (environ
ment). and the best examples that 
they can make of themselves. All this 
is usually taking place without their 
having witnessed first hand the 
implementation of the lifestyle they 
are seeking to create, for the parents 
of today's bnei Torah were by and 
large baalei battim-pillars of their 
communities, perhaps, but far more 
integrated than we are trying to be. 

At some level we are all the child in 
Rabbi Pam's story. When a child feels 
that he has failed, he continues to fail. 
Only the hope of success motivates 
and challenges a child to succeed. I 
feel that tnstead of focusing on where 
we are guilty, we need to provide 
chizuk for our beleaguered families. 
We must stop suggesting that our 
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problems stem from the self-indulgent 
parents that we are. In answer to 
"Where are the parents?" I would say 
that, for the most part, the readership 
of The Jewish Obseroer is out there 
trying to survive and to meet economic 
commitments that have become the 
standardized membership dues in a 
contemporary jrum society. And even 
if we have strayed, I believe we need to 
acknowledge the pressures on the 
young families. Perhaps by offering 
them chizuk, we will free them to rec
ognize areas in which they can rtse 
above their own limitations. B 

For the complete picture 

SHMUEL & GtTTY PULTMAN 
4612 13th Avenue, 

Brooklyn, NY 11219 
Tef: 718-972-0682 
Fax: 718-972-0952 

HUMAN SUFFERING: 
Une of Life's 

N'.lost IDifficult Questions 
Why do the righteous suffer 

while the wicked prosper? 
What is the Divine purpose of 

this apparent injustice? 

FINE LINES OF FAITH is 
based upon the Malbim's 

commentary to the Book of 
lyov, and in it, Rabbi Eliezet 

Parkoff provides answers that 
can help us better understand 

this perplexing subject. 

Clearly written and filled with 
profound insight, this inspiring 

text allows readers to grasp the 
purpose of human suffering in 

the context of Divine 
Providence. 

Illuminating essays from Rav Yerucham 
Levovitz, Rav Chaim Pinchus Scheinberg, Rav 
Avrohom Pincus, a11d Rebbe Aharon Rolle -

round out this vital and informative work. 
H.C. $18.95 
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1HE HUMAN SIDE OFCHINUCH Yaakov Astor 

How One Class of Children Made a Difference In The Lives Of Other Children Stricken With Cancer 

uva •, a spunky, top-of-the-
lass 11-year-old girl from the 
ewYork area, was having the 

time of her life. It was a school trip. 
She and her fiiends were free to roam 
the amusement park and just have 
fun. With nothing to worry about ex
cept which ride to go on next, they 
talked and laughed and in general 
acted silly, as responsible yeshiva 
girls are wont to do now and then. 

When Ahuva came home, she felt 
unusually tired and nauseous. "Prob
ably from that roller coaster ride," she 
thought. 

The fatigue and nausea persisted, 
so her parents brought her to a doc
tor. One test led to another. Finally, 
the doctor had the results: cancer. 
The news hit Ahuva and her family 
like a lightening bolt. 

M alky* had been diagnosed 
with a cancerous brain tu
mor when she was four. 

Fortunately, the operation to remove 
the cancer had sent it into remission. 
Suddenly, at the tender age of six 
something seemed to be amiss with 
Malky. Her parents brought her back 
to the doctor. After some testing, they 
received the dreaded news. Malky's 
cancer had returned. 

What Ahuva and Malky did not 
know at the time was that during the 
upcoming year they would be recipi-

Yaakov Astor is a published author whose articles 
have appeared in these pages-most recently, 
~YamimNoraim., All Year Through" (Sept. 94). 
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ents of a most unique chessed, to be 
initiated by Mrs. Breindy Winter* of 
Monsey, New York. Over the next 
year, the lives of Ahuva, Malky, and 
three other girls who were diagnosed 
with some form of life-threatening 
disease, would intertwine with the 
lives of Mrs. Winter and the 28 girls 
of her seventh grade class. And before 
the year would be over, all would be 
touched and rewarded by the experi
ence in a way they could never have 
imagined. 

I.THECLASS 

B reindy Winter has been teach
ing for 20 years. She knows 
her lesson plans like we know 

our street address. One summer, on 
vacation in Upstate New York, she 
was neighbors with Mrs. Chumie 
Bodek, founder of"Caring and Shar
ing," a support group for parents of 
cancer patients. Mrs. Bodek lent Mrs. 
Winter the book, Times Of Challenge, 
a collection of true stories of difficult 
life situations various people had to 
face. It started the wheels turning. 

Mrs. Winter asked her new fiiend, 
"Why don't you connect me with 
some of your sick children? Maybe 
my seventh graders can do some
thing with them." 

*A pseudonym. All the names and non·essential 
details have been changed for the sake of 
anonymity. "Mrs. Winter" can be contacted 
through the author or the editorial office of 
'The Jewish Obseroer. 

Mrs. Bodek responded, and con
nected her with five seriously ill girls 
from the Tri-State area. 

When she began, Mrs. Winter di
vided her class into five groups, each 
group responsible for one particular 
girl. She told them the specific situa
tion and encouraged them to write 
letters, make telephone calls, and 
come up with project ideas (like a 
Succos party, a Chanuka chagiga, a 
siywn, surprise visits) to give the ill 
girls hope, fiiendship-life. 

Generally, all the letter writing, 
phone calls, etc. were done outside of 
class time, for "homework." Thus, on 
the average, Mrs. Winter spent no 
more than ten or fifteen minutes a 
day of class time on the project, and 
then only to update her students or 
give them encouragement by telling 
them how well-received their letters 
and phone calls were. At the begin
ning, Mrs. Winter reviewed her stu
dents' letters before they were sent. 
By the end of the year, though. it was 
unnecessary, for her students had 
developed the proper sensitivity. 

The same was true with malting 
phone calls. 'They were guided when 
to call. how to call, what to say, and 
what not to say," Mrs. Winter said. 
"By the end of the year, though, they 
knew that if a girl had received che
motherapy, they had to wait a day or 
two before calling." 

Mrs. Winter also organized a 
Tehillim committee for her class and 
the other seventh grade class, divid-
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ing the assignments among the stu
dents as well as the teachers. 
(Counted together, they would recite 
all 150 Psalms daily.) D:eddakawas 
collected to fund gifts and similar 
needs. 

Across the board, from the begin
ning of the year to the end, her class 
responded beyond her best 
imaginings. 'They gave these children 
a life," she stated. 

II.AHUVA 

"~hat's the prognosis?" 
Ahuva's parents, with im
possible-to-deny trepida

tion, asked the doctor. 
"I think we caught it in time, and if 

all goes well she should make it. But 
your daughter will need chemo
therapy treatments over the next few 
months, and it will take everything 
out of her." 

Ahuva was an honors student and 
looked forward to even greater success 
in school. Her hopes were dashed, 
however, when she learned that she 
was going to miss class time because 
of the chemotherapy. Then they told 
her that the chemotherapy was going 
to make her hair fall out. That devas
tated her. How would she face her 
classmates? Ahuva's family, too, was 
at a loss as how to react. Instead of be
ing in a world full of children, laugh
ter, and a bright daughter's success 
stories, they found themselves in a 
world of sterile hospitals, doctors, and 
social workers. 

Unde Moishy, 
Mordechai Ben David, 
and other top-of-the-line 
Jewish entertainers 
are available 
to visit 
seriously ill 
children 
thanks to 
;nn 11nr.:i11J 
1'll:WJ "Cl? 
ll'i?N.l :Ji'l'' 'i ru rnn 
A Chessed projert run by 
Agudath Israel of America 
in conjunction with 
Suki & Ding Productions •J• 
To set up an appointment, call: , i_,,. ':/- • 
{212)797-9000 Ext.75 • M-F, 9-5 ----
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The therapy started and things 
went from bad to worse. Ahuva began 
missing school (she would go for two 
or three weeks and then be out for six 
or more). She wore a wig after her hair 
began falling out, but there was no 
way to hide the fact that something 
was seriously wrong. Soon word was 
out that she had cancer. Unfortu
nately, her classmates (except for her 
best friend) virtually disowned her. No 
one called her. No one came by. What
ever the reason, suddenly it was as if 
Ahuva had almost no friends. 

Sadly, the reaction was no better 

In AiSHel, Dr. Meir 
Wikler has gathered 
together fourteen 
true stories -
heartwarming, 
humorous, inspiring 
accounts - of.how 
lives change for the 
better when 1,1ou 
invite a g1,1est into 
your home. 
In this delightful 
collection, 1,1ou'H 
find stories that will 

from the children's parents. Sud
denly, acquaintances and friends 
who always greeted Ahuva's mother 
inexplicably crossed the street to 
avoid her. "Should I talk to her? 
Should I ask her?" they seemed to 
be struggling with in their minds. 
Invariably they decided that the 

' only way to react was to deny it. 
Even a childhood friend of Ahuva's 
mother would change the subject 
every time she tried to open up and 
express her fears. 

"So, did you hear about so-and
so's wedding?" 

raise your spirits, warm 1,1our hearts. and moisten 
vour e1,1esc 

H.C.$15.95 
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"But I really want to share this with 
someone." 

"No. 1.et"s only talk about simchas. 
We are only going to discuss good 
things." 

Ahuva's life changed almost in
stantly. With the arrival of the firstlet
ters and individual phone calls, her 
spirits were lifted. There were people 
who cared! 

Ahuva and her family felt totally cut 
off. Just when things seemed the 
worst, Ahuva's parents received a call. 

"They Really Care About Me!" 

"Hello, my name is Mrs. Winter. I 
am a teacher in Monsey. TI1ls summer 
I was spF,aking with Mrs. Bodek and 
she told me about your daughter. I am 
calling to ask if you would mind my 
class writing letters and making 
phone calls to your daughter." 

0 f course, Ahuva still had her 
ups and downs. One day, two 
or three days after a chemo

therapy treatment, she was home 
feeling lonely when the phone rang. 

"Ahuva, is that you?" 
"Yes." 
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GREAT BIOGRAPHIES II 
30 cassettes · $180.00 set I 

AROUND THE JEWISH YEAR 
Slgniflcant days. 
12 cassettes - $72.00 set 
REFLECTIONS • REB ZADOK 
Provocative Insights 
12 cassettes . $72.00 set 
HAFTORAH I 
Weekly portion/Prophets 
30 cassettes -$180.00 set 
HAFTORAH II - VAYIKRA & 
BAMIDBAR 
30 cassettes - $180.00 set 
HAFTORAH Ill - DEVERIM & 
YOMIMTOVIM 
27 cassettes -$160.00 set 

PIRKEI AVOS • Part I 
12 cassettes - $72.00 set 
PIRKEI AVOS • Part II 
10 cassettes -$72.00 set 
THE HOUSE OF RASHI 
An In-depth Study 
a cassettes - $60.00 set 
THE LIFE OF THE RAMBAM 
a cassettes - $60.00 set 
TREI ASAR ·THE 12 PROPHETS 
Their times, persona!!ties. 
dilemas/solutions etc. 
12 cassettes - $72.00 ~ 
(Until 12194) ~ 

Please send me the following: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - --
D MasterCard 0 VISA 0 AMEX QTY DESCRIPTION TOTAL QTY DESCRIPTION TOTAL 

History I $180 
History II $180 
History Ill $'160 
H1sto~ IV $180 
Haftorah 1 $180 
Haftorah 11 $180 

_ Haftorah Ill $180 
The Jewish Year $72 __ 

_ Great Bio's. I $180 ~
- Great Bio's. u $180 
_ Pirkei Avos i $72 

Pirkei Aves II $72 
_ Reflections $72 
_ Rashi $60 

_ The Rambam $60 __ 
_ Trei Asar $72 --~ 
·~ Intro Pack $9.99 __ _ 
Comes with complete 
catalogue at no cost 

Add $5 for shipping & __ _ 
handling In us, Add $20 
for canada or overseas 

Total Enclosed ::: __ 
Allow 4·6 weeks for delivery 
Please make checks payable to 
SHAAREI TORAH OF ROCKLAND 
Telephone: l914l 368-0960 
24-hr. Fax Line: (9141368·0940 

card No E~p. Date 

YOUR NAME 

ADDRESS 

""' STATE I PROV. ZIP IP. CODE 

PHONE 

SHIP TO: 

ENCLOSE GIFT CARO TO READ: 

NOTE: 10% discount for orders of 
$500 and up!! jBW4j 

Marlvourorderto SHAARCOMMUNICATIONS, P.O.B. 577, 321Route59, Tallman, N.Y.10982 
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At the beginning, Mrs. 
Winter reviewed her 
students' letters before 
they were sent. By the 
end of the year, though, 
it was unnecessary, for 
her students had 
developed the proper 
sensitivity. 

"lbis is Mrs. Winter." 
"Oh, hello." 
"I know it's lunchtime, but we got 

this crazy idea to squeeze all 29 of us 
into this little office in our school and 
say hello to you." Not only did Ahuva 
get the loudest hello she ever heard 
in her life but they then sang to her 
as well. And then afterward, many of 
the girls spoke to her individually. 

"Wow! They really care about me," 
Ahuva thought. 

Periodically the entire class would 
call her in this manner (in addition to 
regular individual calls and letters). 
"Who are these girls?" Ahuva 
thought. "I wish I could get to know 
them personally." 

The class's involvement dramati
cally changed Ahuva's outlook
rather than focusing exclusively on 
how depressing her situation was, 
her life began to revolve around the 
next letter, the next phone call. One 
night, while Ahuva's mother was in 
the kitchen she heard Ahuva laugh
ing hysterically in her room (even 
though she had sores in her mouth 
from the chemotherapy, which made 
I 

4916 13th Ave., B'klyn, N.Y. 11219 
(718) 8>4-2911 

~--------------
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50 years after Churban Europe, we are all survivors, 
of the period, if not the persecution. 

A holy mission rests firmly on our shoulders, settles deep in our souls. 

The challenge of rebuilding a decimated Jewish world 
was squarely met by the literal survivors and their fellow ma'aminim. 

Our energetic, flourishing Torah world shines in powerful tribute 
to their determination, foresight and sheer force of will. 

Those very strengths must remain firmly in our service, 
as we face the myriad challenges of a radically changing world, 

an explosion of new technologies 
and the escalating fragmentation of so large a part of the Jewish world. 

Reconnect with K'lal Yisroe/. Join the broadest coalition of Orthodox Jews, 
under the leadership of eminent Gedolim, at. •• 



Rabbi Moshe Shffci 

Rabhi Cluiskd &.1scr 

Rabbi Aharon Dovid Dunner 

Rabbi Bew! \Vein 

Rllb!Ji Nasson Sd1enna11 

Rabbi Ezrid Taubc1-

Rabbi Reuven finl1 

Rabin Elya Hshn Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Levin Rabbi Y aakov Weinbcl-.~ Rabbi Yaakov Perlow Rabbi Elya Svd Rllbl1iAw 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON NOVEMBER 24 2:30 P.M. 

CONCURRENT SYMPOSIA 
I. BASIC ANSWERS TO BASIC QUESTIONS: 

TALKING TO THE NOT-YET FRUM 
Overview: Rabbi Noach Weinberg, Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshivas Aish HaTorah (Jerusalem) 
Speakers: Rabbi Motti Berger, Educational Director, Alsh Ha Torah Discovery Seminars (Jerusalem) 

Rabbi Yoset Grunfeld, National Director, Project SEED; Lecturer, Arachim (Gateshead) 
Chairman: Yaakov Kaplan (Toronto) 

II. DOMESTIC HELP AND HALACHA: 
WHO IS WATCHING THE KITCHEN ... AND THE CHILDREN? 

Speakers: Rabbi Reuven Drucker, Rav, Agudath Israel of Edison/Highland Park 
Rabbi Pesachya Fried, Rav, Khal Orchos Chaim 
Rabbi Aharon Kahn, Rosh Kolle! Elyon, Yeshivas Rabbeinu Yitzchok Elchonon 

Rav, Kehillas Beis Haknesses 
Chairman: Shia Markowitz (Monsay) 

Ill.ORTHODOX JEWS AND THE CHRISTIAN RIGHT; 
PERFECT PARTNERS OR ODD COUPLE? 
Speakers: 

Chairman: 

Rabbi Reuven Fink, Rav, Young Israel of New Rochelle; 
Associate Vice President, Council of Young 1srae! Rabbis 
Rabbi Nosson Scherman, Genera\ Editor, Mesorah Publications 
Chaim Oovid Zwiebel, General Counsel and Director 

of Government Affairs, Agudath Israel of America 
David Schick, Esq. 

IV. THE SANDWICH GENERATION: 
JUGGLING OUR RESPONSIBILITIES TO OUR PARENTS, OUR CHILDREN, OURSELVES 
Overview: 
Speakers: 

Rabbi Shmuel Kamenetzky, Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva of Philadelphia 
Rabbi Meyer Scheinberg, Rav, Agudath Israel of Flatbush; 

Co-Chairman, Conference of Synagogue Rabbonim of Agudath Israel 
Rabbi Yaakov Reisman, Rav, Agudath Israel of Long Island 

Chairman: Yisroel Chaim Bauman (Los Angeles) 

Moshe 2.afir 
Convrnlion Chairman 

Toviii Schouenslci11 
Convc11tion Co-Clwinnan 

THURSDAY EVENING 7:30 P.M. 
Opening Address: 

Rabbi Avrohom Pam, 
Rosh HaYeshiva, Mesivta Torah Vodaath 

Symposium: 
50 YEARS LATER: 
A NATION OF SURVIVORS FACES NEW CHALLENGES 
Addressing Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, 
The Theme: Novominsker Rebbe 

Speakers: Rabbi Avrohom Ausband, Rosh HaYeshiva, 
Yeshiva of Teisha Alumni (Riverdale) 
Reb Yoset Friedenson, 
Editor, Dos Yiddishe Vort 

Chairman: Rabbi Dovid Weinberger 
Rav, Congregation Shaarei Tefi!ah (Lawrence) 

SHABBOS ADOR 
Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg 
Rosh HaYeshiva, 
Yeshiva Ner Israel 
(Baltimore) 

Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Levi 
Rosh HaYesh\va, 
Yeshivas Telshe-Chicago 

Rabbi Avrohom Yoset 
leizerson 
Associate Director, 
Chinuch Atzmai 
Rabbi Malkiel Kotler 
Rosh HaYeshiva, 
Beth Medrash Govoha 
(Lakewood) 

Rabbi Ylt:xhol1 Dwd1 Rabhi Rm\'C11 Drnckn Rabbi Pesai:hya Fried Reb YosefFriedenson L1iaim David Zwiehd 



Rnbbi Levi }'it::dw!1 Horvwi1:: Rabbi Chaim Stein Rilbbi Shmud Kamcnet;:ky Rabbi ,\talkid Kotler Rnbbi Chaim Dov Kdkr 

(In order ol appearance) 

:abbi Chaim Stein 
:Jsh Yeshiva , 
lShivas Telshe (Cleveland) 
abbi Elya Fisher 
·osh Kollel Ger 
:abbi Yosef Frankel 
relopoler Rebbe 
'abbi Reuven Feinstein 
'osh HaYeshiva, 
esivta of Staten Island 
abbi Yilzchok Owek 
'av, Synagogue of Deal 
'abbi Yusef Eichenstein 
JSh HaYeshMI, Mesivla Rabbi 

irakov Yosef (Edison) 

MDTZDEI SHABBOS, NOVEMBER 26 8:00 P.M. 
KEYNOTE SESSION 

Rabbi Elya Svei, Rosh Hayeshiva, Yeshiva of Philadelphia 
Rabbi Moshe Sherer, President, Agudath Israel of America 
Rabbi Usher Weiss, (Netanya), Rosh Yeshiva, Yeshivas Chasam Sofer 
Rabbi Aharon Oovid Dunner, (London), Dayan, Hisachdus Kehillos HaCharedim 

Greetings: 
Rabbi Yosef Harari-Ralul, Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva Ateret Torah 

Opening Remarks: 
Rabbi Chaskel Besser, Presidium Member, Agudath Israel of America 

Chairman: 
Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Feuer, Rav, Kehillas Sais Avrohom (Monsey) 

SUNDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 27 9:45 A.M. 
Symposium: 

THE WORLD AROUND US: 
THE RISKS OF EXPOSURE, THE COSTS OF INSULARITY 

Overview: 
Rabbi Levi Yilzchok Horowitz 
Bostoner Rebbe (Boston and Har Nol) 

Panelists: 
Rabbi Ezriel Tauber 
Founder and Director, Shalheves 
Rabbi Yisroel Reisman 
Rav, Agudath Israel of Madison 

Chairman: 
Rabbi Nisson Wolpin, Editor, The Jewish Observer 

FOR FRIDAY MORNING ROUNDTABLE INFORMATION CALL SEE FOLLCWING PAGE 

SHABBOS SYMPOSIA 

n~Ann ·1nH ·n·1 
RENAISSANCE AFTER CHURBAN: 
MOVING AHEAD TO THE NEXT STAGE (IN YIDDISH) 

Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller, Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva of Telshe-Chicago 
Rabbi Yekusiel Bitlersfeld, Rosh Ha Yeshiva, Yeshiva Zichron Shneur 
Rabbi Shmuel Dishon, Mashgiach Ruchni, Yeshiva Karlin-Stalin 

SPIRITUAL HEROISM WHEN THE WORLD WAS IN FLAMES (IN ENGLISH) 
Rabbi Berel Wein, Rav, Congregation Bais Torah 

Rosh Yeshiva, Yeshiva Shaarei Torah (Suffern) 
Lieutenant Meyer Birnbaum (Jerusalem) Author, retired officer, United States Army 

Chairman: 
Rabbi Moshe Portnoy, Rav, Young Israel of Plainview 

Associate Vice President, Council of Young Israel Rabbis 

,jrntmant Meyer Birnbaum Rnbbi .1-fotti Bcrgrr Rabbi YoscfGnmfdd Rabbi \'isroel Reisnum Rabbi Aharon Kahn &dJbi Yaakov Reisman 

FOR FRIDAY MORNING ROUNDTABLE AND SHIURIM INFORMATION CALL (212) 797-9000 

Rabbi Reuven Feinsiein 

Rabbi YosefHamri-Raful 

Rabbi Noach \Vdnbcrg 

Rabbi Avrohom Amband 

Rabbi Yehusiel BiUcrsfeld 

Rabbi Yosc{Franllel 

Rabbi YosefEid1ens1dn 

Rabbi 5/imud Dishon 



FRIDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 25: ROUNDTABLE FORUMS • OPEN DISCUSSION OE CONTEMPORARY ISSUES 

1 SHOLOM BEIN ODOM L'CHAVEIRO: 
, THE COMMUNITY'S RESPONSIBILITY 
Chairman: Yechiel Ben~Zion Fishoff 
Panelists: Alan Haber 

David Hofstadter (Toronto) 
Marvin Moshe Neiman, Esq. 

Coordinator: Shlomo Gertzulin, CPA 

Rabbinic Rabbi Feivel Cohen 
Advisor: Rosh Kolle!, Darchei Torah 

2 UNIVERSAL CHINUCH COVERAGE: 
, INSURING THE JEWISH FUTURE 
Chairman: Yisroel Lefkowitz 
Panelists: Zechariah Fruchthandler, Vice President, Mesivta Rabbi Chaim Berlin 

Moshe Hellman, President, Ohei Children's Home 
Benish Kaplan (Los Angeles) 
A. Joseph Stern, President, Shalom Torah Centers 

Coordinator: Mordechai Avigdor, Esq., 
Rabbinic Rabbi Yaakov Bender 
Advisor: Menahel, Yeshiva Darchei Torah (Far Rockaway) 

3 THE ORTHODOX JEW IN GOLUS: 
, HOW HIGH A PROFILE? 
Chairman: Rabbi Dov Loketch, Rav, Agudath Israel of Detroit 
Panelists: Harry M. Brown, Esq., Benesch Friedlander, Coplan & Aranoff 

Kalman Finkel, Esq., Commissioner, NYC Housing Authority 
Chaim Kuperwasser (Lakewood) 
Mordecai Solotf, Partner, Price Waterhouse & Co. 

Coordinator: Abba Cohen, Esq., Director, Agudath Israel Washington Office 
Rabbinic Rabbi Hillel David 
Advisor Rav, Congregation Yeshiva Shaarei Torah 

4 OLD BATTLE, NEW FRONT: 
, "RELIGIOUS PLURALISM" IN ISRAEL 
Chairman· Nochum Stein 
Panelists: Julius Klugmann 

Menachem Lubinsky, President, Integrated Marketing 
Rabbi Eli Stern, Rav, Young Israel of Dayton 

Coordinator: Rabbi Avi Shafran, 
Rabbinic Rabbi Joseph Elias 
Advisor: Principal, Rika Breuer Teachers Seminary 

5 ORTHODOX COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL JEWISH FEDERATIONS: 
, EXPLORING THE LIMITS OF COOPERATION 
Chairman· Abraham Biderman, Member, Planning Cabinet 

UJA/Federation of Jewish Philanthropies 
Panelists: Steven Goodman (Chicago) 

Former Member of Board, Columbus Jewish Federation 
Dr. Irving Lebovics (Los Angeles) 
Co-Chairman, Commission on Legislation and Civic Action 
Agudath Israel of California 
Henry Lowenthal, Member of Board, Cleveland Jewish Federation 
Jonathan Spetner, President, Torah Prep School (St. Louis) 

Coordinator: Rabbi Shmuel Lefkowitz 
Rabbinic Rabbi Shmuel Fuerst 
Advisor· Dayan, Agudath Israel of Illinois 

6, INCULCATING OUR CHILDREN WITH KLAL·CONSCIOUSNESS 
Chairman: Chaim Leshkowitz, CPA, 
Panelists: Henri Beer 

Dovid Friedman 
Yisroel Gluck (Chicago) 
Nasson F. Hirsch (Monsey) 

Coordinator: Rabbi Labish Becker 
Rabbinic Rabbi Yehudah Delbaum 
Advisor: Menahel, Machon Bais Yaakov 

'j CONVERGING STREAMS: 
I , MINHAG AVOSEINU VS. MINHAG AMERICA 

Chairman: Jacob I. Friedman, Esq. 
Panelists: Samson R. Bechhofer, Esq. 

Raymond J. Beyda 
Avrohom Schonberger 
Shmuel Roth 

Coordinator: Rabbi Nosson Gugenheim (Montreal) 
Rabbinic Rabbi Moshe Heinemann 
Advisor: Rav. Agudath Israel of Baltimore 

8. ENHANCING DERECH ERETZ IN A RUDE, CRUDE WORLD: 
Chairman: Dr. Steven Weiss {Los Angeles) 
Panelists: Shlomo Chaimovits 

Dr. Louis Malcmacher (Cleveland) 
Dr. Jacob Mermelstein, Clinical Psychologist 

Coordinator: Rabbi Zvi Boruch Hollander (Los Angeles) 
Rabbinic Rabbi Aaron Zuckerman 
Advisor: Rav, Agudath Israel of Midwood 

9 BURDENING - BUT NOT OVERBURDENING - OUR CHILDREN: 
, MUST ANXIETY ACCOMPANY ACCOMPLISHMENT (Women Only) 
Chairman: Mrs. Leah Gelernter 
Panelists: Mrs. Chana Brecher 

Mrs. Deanna Schuck, 
Director, Outpatient Services, Ohel Children's Home 
Mrs. Rita Spetner, LCSW, Psychotherapist (St. Louis) 

Coordinator: Mrs. Esther Sittner 
Consultant: Rebbetzin Rivka Eichenstein 

Lecturer, Sais Yaakov Intensive Seminary 

1 0 THE SHIDDUCH CRISIS: 
, OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THE UNMARRIED (Women Only) 

Chairman: Mrs. Miriam Liebermann 
Panelists: Mrs. Chips Gold 

Mrs. Linda Most 
Coordinator: Mrs. Devorah Stone, Executive Director, Agudah Women of America 
Consultant: Rebbetzin Leah Kohn, 

Director, Jewish Renaissance Center 
Advisor: Rabbi Yaakov Salomon, CSW, Psychotherapist 

ROUNOTABLE PRE·REGISTRATION 
I wish to participate in the Roundtable 
Forums on Friday morning. November 25. 
at1he 72nd National Convention. 

72Nn NAT.IONAL CONVENT)ON.• .. 1·•-~.-_-_,.-_._··... !l,ESE.!l.VATl.O.N .A.PPLIC/\TION 
C Pii~u-st,, reserve'-af;comim:idatiOns•, i()f~· __ - i1~1Sons Jp ~he Iii I am endcjsinS': 

72nd, National Cmn:ention of 'Agud_uth lsrael 'Of Armirlt:.a, Agudath O DepoSi1 '$1!'.i,O per :pOtson for1lllton ri;islirvntiol) 

_ l_:i:le~~~~fi~~i~?r~~~:r~~~econvention 
new reservation 

_I will only attend ttie Friday 
Roundtables 

Name(s) -------
Address---------- _ 

Please check one choice per attendee 
1 SHOLOM 
2 CHINUCH COVERAGE 
3 GOLUS PROFILE 
4 OLD BATTLE 
5 LOCAL FEDERATIONS 
6 KLAL·CONSCIOUSNESS 
7 CONVERGING STREAMS 
8 ENHANCING DERECH ERETZ 
9 SURDEN,NG OUR CHILDREN 
10 SH!ODUCH CRISIS 

Thursday through: Sund~y, Norembei: 24·27, 19_94 pt 'Jht f Israel ·-----c 
P.1l"i'.1ppai:1y Hilton, PursippaD/'•TroyJillh, New Jorsey, 

0 
America 0 P\J.yffient in ful!Jor'roOm only 

Checl lJJle of at;commoda_liiiii.S iequr.st1:0tL {Ghii(firsi and ~~.;mw.m-:..1< reser"ational theHano\'erMarrlott,,, .. ,,,,,.,.$ __ ~
second ch01re.) lfnu;pmmodf)!ion reques1ed is nu1 availab)e,-lh!o' l '.C::0'.~~ O 5'75? 11emberShip'Dues."'.'"'';-._ .. -.. '.-."'""'• .. ,,-, ... $~_1§.Jl]_ 
ne~t calego1y willlm'assigned. ~ TOTALENCLQSEP«,,;,.,:-. ,.-.:,_.,,, .... ;,,, ...• :,.$_· .. -. __ _ 

RATES PER PERSON ~ PARSIPPANY _HILTON, 
All mt<es orfJ01 Jou/;!e occujl<incy~• m;d iziC/lide_ 

full pmwen!icm moil/ servkeJur4 days tlJld 3 ii.Jgllts. 
----- ·-·-----------

D Standl)rd ,$409 0 PrGfeue,d ;5449 , 0 Superioi- 5499 0 Di~luxe SQ49 
{Umlterl) 0'Sin_gl~'0Lr:upaJ1(;y $69g 

*ResBnraUm1_S are sUbj_ect t_o r.oh~rmatiDll. 
*~3rd or _4th Jn room,-$_37r p_e1 person 

Children ages 0·2: $90 ~crib (\~ly,_ im fo0J) J :ageS,~·-_12_; $299 
Please-note that 11>% will be added to aliove rale~'to corP.r the 

wglstrntiOnJee, delegatr kit and allsrafuilies.-

'$150 Per Perso'n Deposit Required To Col:lfitm Reservation 

Please'_make' 1;hecks p~yable tO; Affiiil<i_i:.fi !Srp.¢1 OfAriterica 

ROOM ACCOMMODATION ONLY• AT THE HANOVER MARRJOTI 
{lO minute "'"lk fr?m tho Parsippany Hilton) 

R£servations accepted for 4 days, 3 mghts only and are per room, nol per person. 
$329 Per Room !plus membership dues) 

Res.roations for the Hanover Mamo!! must be prepa.ld in full •l time ofres.r•alion. 
•Noto. This rnom·only re.,erl'alion indudes tea room sen•kc plusShalosh Soudas meal. only 



it painful to laugh). 
"What's so funny?" 
"I was just thinking about today's 

conversations. I was wondering what 
surprises the girls would pull off next." 

Sibling Rivalry 

W hen a child comes down 
with cancer, she is not the 
only child in the family who 

needs uplifting. Ahuva's older mar
ried siblings took the news hard, but 
they had lives of their own. Her nine
year-old sister, however, had to deal 
with the unbelievable stresses of the 
upcoming months, including the fact 
that her parents would hardly be 
around for her, shuttling back and 
forth as they were between home and 
hospital every day. Although Ahuva 
was the sick one, at least she was get
ting all this attention. 

Heightened jealousy, sibling ri
valry, and then guilt over having such 
feelings are natural to the dynamics 
of a home where a child has a serious 
illness. Armed with that knowledge, 
Mrs. Winter had the needs of the en
tire family in mind. 

"If we were going to give gifts 
Chanukah time, for example, we 
would buy presents for the girl who 
was sick as well as for all her young 
siblings. If a student of mine had a 
younger sister, she was encouraged 
to write to her. In fact, my ten-year
old daughter and Ahuva's nine-year
old sister became best fiiends." 

Mrs. Winter too found herself form
ing a genuine bond of fiiendship with 
the mothers. She found herself calling 
just to say hello. After the return 
"hello," their entire day would pour 
out. All their ups. All their downs. The 
humorous moments and the fearful 
ones. And Mrs. Winter listened, not 
out of obligation but as "family." 

Although by early spring everyone 
felt like close fiiends, they had never 
actually met. Then Mrs. Winter in
vited Ahuva to their Purim play to 
meet her class face to face for the first 
time. "We were anxious and nervous. 
Ahuva was anxious and nervous. The 
moment she walked out of the car she 
just stood there. We also stood there 
for a moment" 

The emotion was palpable. Then 
one of the girls approached her and 
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said, "Hi, my name is so and so." 
Then another said, "Hi, my name is 
so and so." Intimately familiar with 
everyone's personality through the 
letters, it \Vas as if she were being re
united with a long Jost sister. Once 
she connected the name with the 
face, she automatically felt a special 
relationship with this "stranger" 
standing before her. 

Most important of all was that by 
year's end Ahuva not only completed 
her treatments and received a clean 
bill of health, but she even managed 
to catch up with her class. 

ill.MALKY 

Malky's cancer was in remis
sion but she could only go to 
school for a couple of hours a 

day. That was her condition when Mrs. 
Winter and her class became involved. 
Suddenly, a couple of months into the 
new year Malky relapsed. The girls in 
Mrs. Winter's class were frightened. 

"But she is only seven years old. 
What's going to become of her?" 

"G-d willing, she will recover. Until 
she does, though, we have to step up 
our efforts and send her even better 

To examine the daily 
wonders of life ... to 
prohe and uncover the 
miraculous details of 
creation ... can help us 
gain a greater 
appreciation of the 
Creator. 
Here is a hook 
especially 'designed' 
to do just that! 

DESIGNER WORLD 
hy Rahhi Avrohom 
Katz will activate 
your sense of 
wonder like no 
other book can. 

Beautifully 
written and highly 

informative, DESIGNER WORLD 
takes you on a guided tour of life - as you've never seen, 

touched, heard or smelled it before. 
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cards, write more letters, say our 
Tehlllimmore fervently." 

Although Malky walked to the 
class's siywn at the beginning of the 
year, she could only make it to the 
Chanuka chagiga in a wheelchair. (Af
ter that. Mrs. Wmtervldeotaped events 
so Malky could feel part of the class.) 
Mrs. Wmter visited her as often as she 
could (she was teaching only three days 
a week, and usually reserved Wednes
day and Sunday for visits). 

"I would sometimes bring a 
couple of students with me (after 
receiving permission from their 

parents) and would try to make 
Malky laugh by putting on puppet 
shows or reading stories." During 
the visit, Malky would often let out 
a laugh because of someone's joke. 
That little laugh would warm 
everyone's heart. 

Malky quickly accepted Mrs. 
Winter and her retinue. More than 
once she would be lying in bed with 
her eyes closed, apparently asleep. 
when she would hear Mrs. Winter or 
her students knock at the front 
door. Then, unlike with other adult 
visitors, she would somehow man-

:< 

;C >·~/'<;J>~ ... ··.··.· ... dllje!. . ............ · •sy:•+••·•• 
J~ ~~~¥\'~~'1io~ Qf piograpbje? froll)t)\e~g~ o feW"®'P!i~~'~;;\li~irii~~f (kt~J;~ 
. oll'Yher~ aµd heroines of the spbit.We ~reJhe!Hhll llaffd!\fude!lts, .~eaiu~eitliey~\liltllj€: 

1.'f91la that we may !<lke for granted -but that might not have l>eer1hereb~d they not rlsenw (he chal
leJ!W'? l\ead abo.ut... 

• the English Rosh reshiv<1 who became the ~mbol.<Jf purili)' <JI the tongue 
• the Rebbe who opened minds with Torah, <1nd. hearts with music 
•the childless couple who were the "parents" and mentors <Jfmu/titudes 
• the brilliant man who taught his students to be not strong, but "big" 
• all in all thirli)' articles about twenli)':five people, all ef them studies in 

inspiration and greatness 

Don'tforget these other ever-popular col/ectionsftom the Jewish Observer: 
111£ TORAH P£RSONA11TY, 111£ TORAH WORlD, THE TORAH PROllll and Of HOM£&. HEART 
four gems that belong in everyone's bookcase 
from the pages of the }e\vish Observer, edited by Rabbi Nissan Wolpin 
Published by Mesorah Publications Ltd. in conjunction with AgUdath lsratl of America 
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age to wake herself up, muster en
ergy from some hidden reservoir, 
and tell her mother to let the visitor 
in. And no matter how bad she felt. 
her entire demeanor would change 
with their arrival. 

As Malky's condition was worsen
ing, Mrs. Winter informed her class 
so. They had a month off for Pesach 
and she told her students that they 
could call her whenever they wanted 
an update. And call they did. 

As with the other sick children, 
Mrs. Winter's class maintained the 
flow ofletters, cards, and phone calls 
to the sick child's siblings. "I am me," 
a sibling in that situation feels. "I am 
not Malky." They too need to know 
that somebody cares and that they 
are a separate identity. The class 
filled those needs. 

Malky was eventually admitted 
to a hospital. At that point Mrs. 
Frost stopped taking her students 
to visit. "I knew Malky would not 
have benefited from it," she said. 
"Plus, seeing her connected to all 
those tubes would have been too 
much for them. But I continued to 
visit her myself." 

Malky entered a semi-coma state 
and lost complete use of one hand. 
When Mrs. Winter visited her in that 
state she would stroke the paralyzed 
hand. At the end of one such visit, she 
said to the semi-conscious girl, "OK. 
Malky. I'm leaving now." 

Suddenly, the little finger of 
Malky's hand wrapped itself around 
one of Mrs. Winter's fingers. The eyes 
of the nurse on duty bulged. Five min
utes passed. Ten minutes. The nurse 
then said, "Malky, Mrs. Winter has to 
go home now." 

The little finger grasped even more 
ftrmly. Mrs. Wmter stayed by her bed
side for the next two hours while that 
little finger remained firmly wrapped 
around hers. 

Malky's condition worsened and 
early one Friday morning, Mrs. Win
ter received a phone call: "Malky 
passed away this morning." 

Mrs. Wmterimmediately called every 
motherintheclass. Therewasnoschool 
that day, but she told each parent that 
she would be in school that morning if 
anyone wanted to talk about it 

Every single girl showed up. 
And everyone cried. They spoke 
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, There are some ways in 
which professionals, 
parents and even 
responsible older 
children cannot affect 
another child like a peer. 
And the child who gives 
is sure to receive at least 
as much as the child who 
receives. 

about Malky as if she were their little 
sister. It was a type of shiva. Mrs. 
Winter told them, "We did everything 
we could. We can feel proud that we 
knew her and that we stuck by her to 
the very end. And she knew it." 

IV. THE BOTTOM LINE: 
CHILDREN HELPING CHILDREN 

Ti
e memories of the school year 

are emblazoned forever on the 
earts of all those involved: on 

Mrs. Winter's, on each of her 28 stu
dents', on the hearts of the families of 
the ill girls, and, most of all, the hearts 
of the sick girls themselves. 

Mrs. Winter received this letter 
fromAhuva: 

Dear Mrs. Winter: 
HL I don't have the words to thank 

you. First of all, for coming all the way 
from Monsey and for spending the day 
overhere.11tankyousosomuchforthe 
great, adorable, stunning, exquisite, 
outstanding gifts. Thanks a million, bil
lion, trillion, zillion gallons, tons and 
mostof aUfor being you. 
Can the efforts be measured? 

Surely not. Looking back over the 
year, almost all the mothers in
volved felt their daughters learned 
and matured in ways they never 
had before and never could have 
otherwise. Many of them personally 
expressed the deepest gratitude to 
Mrs. Winter. 

Still, it would be wrong to think that 
such a project can be taken up with
out careful consideration. A person 
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might legitimately ask, '"W'hy expose 
twelve-year-olds to this?" Mrs. Wmter 
admits that it is a very delicate subject. 
And certain people, rtghtiy or wrongly. 
might have emotional difficulties no 
matter how well the project is handled. 
To any who might consider replicating 
her ideas or who find their younger 
children involved Jn such a project, it 
is not an endeavor to be taken lightly. 
Parents and teachers have to be very 
tuned in to the emotional needs of the 
children helping out. 

After all is said and done, though, 
"it was the most rewarding year I ever 

Dfiort, inspiring 
comments on the parsha 
""' alo11g with stimulating 
questions and answers. 
Fut them together and 
you have PENINIM ON 
1HE TORAH: an 
anthology of thought 
provoking ideas on 
every Torah portion. 

~bbi Scheitlbaum 
has collected insights, 

had," Mrs. Winter states. 
Perhaps, then, the most important 

consideration to keep in mlnd is that 
there is a certain emotional support 
that only children can give children. 
There are some ways in which profes
sionals, parents and even responsible 
older children cannot affect another 
child like a peer. And the child who 
gives is sure to receive at least as 
much as the child who receives. 

Children helping children. Per
haps the greatest chessed an adult 
can do is set up a situation where 
children help each other. • 
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ThE HUMAN SIDE OF CHINUCH Raizy Rogela 

EVf~THiHG 1 NE-ED To f(HOW 1 
LfARHfD M TH£ TH~D GRAD£ 

I scanned the room, looking at my 
twenty third-graders, their warm 
little faces beaming on the last day of 

school. I had met them ten months ago, 
afirst-yearteacher, freshoutofteacher's 
seminary, when I walked into the room 
tensely controlled bytheprindpal's pres
ence. I thought it was like walking onto a 
rubber band stretched as far as it would 
go, about to spring back the minute the 
rabbi left the room. 

I could picture the scene that was 
about to erupt a horde of yelling, jump
ing children standing on desks and 
each other, pulling hair and breaking 
things. It did not. When the principal 
left and I faced twenty quiet faces, the 
only sound was one polite, small 
"What's your name?" as though they 
were facing a lost little girl in the park. 

It had completely slipped my mind 
that I would have to introduce myself 
in some way-after all the months of 
student teaching, preparing lesson 
plans, and studying pedagogic meth
ods, 1 had forgotten the first thing I 
would have to do, so I almost replied, 
"Oh, Raizel-you can call me Raizy." 
Deciding quickly that this was not a 
good idea, I said, "Miss Rogela is my 
name," and I turned and wrote it on 
the blackboard, producing a room of 
confused grimaces. 

Finally, one little girl asked, 
"Where is your 'Morah? Don't you get 
one? Morah Esther gets a 'Morah' be
fore her name, and Morah Shaindy 
gets a 'Morah'-why don't you?" But 
I couldn't change my name again on 
the spot, so that's how 1 got to be a 
Miss among the Morahs. First off, I 
had learned that it is most important 
to prepare for and establish the ba
sics. That was when I had my first 
doubts about whether I was meant to 
be a teacher, really, because teachers 

Raizy Rogela, who lives on the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan, taught high school the year after she 
taught third grade, and has (.urrentlybegunwork
ing with Russian immigrants. She is a published 
author whose articles have appeared in Kashrus 
Magm:ine as well a.<; other periodicals. 
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One little girl asked, 
"Where is your 'Morah'? 
Don'tyou get one? 
Morah Esther gets a 
'Morah' before her 
name, and Morah 
Shaindy gets a 
'Morah'-why don't 
you?" But I couldn't 
change my name again 
on the spot, so that's how 
I got to be a Miss among 
theMorahs. 

always know exactly what they are 
supposed to be called and in what or
der the art supplies are to go-they 
prepare for those sorts of things. Here 
I was, not even knowing my name, let 
alone on which shelf the rubber ce
ment was supposed to be kept. 

T; top it off, this was no ordinary 
class-it was a "kiruv school," 
so many of the third graders 

could not read Hebrew veiy well yet, 
or were unfamiliar with Jewish con
cepts a teacher could take for granted 
inaYeshivaorDaySchool. Whatcon
stantly amazed me, though, was how 
creatively they did not remember. In
terested in my beaded necklace dur
ing recess, one girl asked, "Where did 
you get it?" I replied that I had gotten 
it from my sister's drawer, to which 
she looked scandalized, and asked if 
I wasn't ashamed of myself to be go
ing against what is written in the Ten 
Plagues: 'Thou Shalt Not Steal!" 

When Purim came around, one 
little boy was having a certain 
amount of difficulty understandtng 
the plot of the Megilla: how Haman 
was infuriated that Mordechai re
fused to violate the laws of the Torah 
by bowing to him. I did not under
stand what was so hard for this stu
dent until, on Ta'anis Esther, after 
days of class discussion of Purim, he 
finally burst out, red faced, unable to 
contain himself, "But how could 
Mordechai go against the Torah in 
March if we don't get it 'til Shavuos, 
in May!" Perhaps a little overview at 
the beginning of the year would have 
done the trick. 

I learned many other things from 
the children, especially on tests, such 
as thatAaron converted to Christian
ity by becoming a "priest" in his old 
age, and made his mommy and 
daddy veiy, veiy sad. His sister 
Miriam, however, made sure that all 
the Jewish people had a "will" in the 
desert, presumably because the 
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whole generation was going to die be
fore going into the Land oflsrael, and 
they would need to leave their inher
itances to someone. 

I knew I was ready for the end of 
the school term when one day, a 
few weeks before the end of the 

year, I was explaining why Hashem 
was so upset with the students of 
Rabbi Akiva when they did not show 
proper respect for one another. Not 
wanting the children to think that the 
Tanna'im's aveirawas like one an or
dinary person might commit, I ex
plained, 'They were great tzaddikim 
and Hashem expected more of them. 
It's like in a class, ifa student who al
ways gets I 00 on tests gets an 80 one 
time, it is much worse than a student 
who always gets an 80 getting an
other 80. The teacher expects more 
out of the better student." 

Thinking that the class had 
grasped the connection of Rabbi 
Akiva's students to Sefira pretty well, 
I asked on the last quiz, "Why were 
many ofRabbiAkiva's students niftar 
during Sefirct?" I got the prompt and 
confident response from one girl, "Be
cause they got eighties instead of one 
hundreds on a test." I learned I was 
not born to give parables. 

In fact, by the end of my first year 
of teaching, I had the love and affec
tion of twenty small children, many 
sweet memories of the year, and a 
great question in my mind whether I 
should not become an accountant. 
There is one thing that assured me 

By the end of my first 
year of teaching, I had 
the love and affection of 
twenty small children, 
many sweet memories of 
the year, and a great 
question in my mind 
whether I should not 
become an accountant. 
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that I was indeed a teacher: I had 
stickers. I was known all over the 
school for my many types of beauti
ful, brilliant, interesting stickers. My 
mother. around February, decided 
and proclaimed with all the surety of 
her thirty-year teaching career that I 
was "a teacher in stickers alone." Sev
enth graders would approach me in 
the halls asking whether there was 
not something they could do for me-
books they could carry or a black
board they could erase-all for a 
sticker. You get a 100 on a test-you 
get a sticker. 42 on a test-get a 

sticker. Hand in the homework-noch 
a sticker. I eajoyed the concrete affir
mation of my teacherhood with that 
resounding pat of the sticker being 
applied to paper. You write the cur
sive Ayin like a Tzaddi-Dh, give the 
kid a sticker. Ill 

Come and partJcipateiGaprogramthat hundreds 
afHeimishefamiliesh~vechosen in_ the last 49 
YARCHE/ l(,4L/.AH Semina1s. The topics discussed 
carer to YOU, h~lping andencauraging you 
to build and construe.I a better tomorrow. .. • 

RABBI 

f ZR/fl 1 AUBER 

_M~fri~ge:, &: Cf!rrt_riJtlriffa __ tic:irti-•:- -_ The oetf riition of a 'Jew 
. B~h-~fit ~f Suf{ering:_:-_ •:_:- ChifJUCh,O( our Children 
f;ffurt &Bi!achon • Torah, Teiilfah, Shabbos & More .. 

ii'-' 
RABBI 

SHIMSHON PINC HUS 
~-

fRIDAY;SUNDAYNo_· __ v_ • __ -. __ :_1_a_._20, 1994 lf HIRlE~BJIT~EfNGER 
tt"lwn nbt.u'l'tt lbo:J T", - 1"1.l .ci .ci 
w~ 'ff~~ AsbU'f Park,~Ne:w~Je~rse~y ...... ~.;.:::.Jr 

SHALHEVET I 1270 48th Street I Brooklyn, New York 11219 
_;-_:-/---::-,tQ' i:t~Gl5jER,PL£ASE-CAtL;-_ 
11 a'43s-1332 11 s-633"3005 914-356-3515 

31 



1HE HUMAN SIDE OF TORAH GREATNESS 

GEDO UM 
BOOKS 

And The Biography of 
Reh Yaakov Kamenetzky 

I. VITAL COMPONENTS IN OUR 
SPIRITUAL REJUVENATION 

Ti
e genre of "'gedolim books"
iographies of great Torah per

sonalities-has truly enriched 
English Judaic literature during the 
past three decades. A gadol is some
one who is an embodiment of all the 
values, the attitudes and the behav
ior that the Torah demands from a 
Jew. He is someone who has spent a 
lifetime devoted to the study of Torah, 
the performance of its mitzvos and 
the perfection of his character, and 
who has achieved a level of accom
plishment in these areas far beyond 
that of almost all his contemporartes. 

The loss during the Holocaust of 
hundreds of such outstanding Torah 
figures meant for the surviving gen
erations not merely a diminution in 
their collective level of Torah learning 
and piety, but also a diminution of 
their spiritual aspirations. As the em
bodiment of the teachings of the To
rah, a gadol is the ultimate model 
against which his generation mea
sures itself. Without living examples, 
we are not inspired to use our full po
tential, and we unwittingly settle for 
mediocrity for ourselves, our children 
and our schools. (How many yeshiva 
students nowadays are driven by an 

Rabbi Feldman, who heads Yeshlvas Be'er 
Ha Torah in Jerusalem, is the author of the books, 
The River. the Kettle and the Bird and The Juggler 
and the King, both published by Feldheim. 
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ambition to know Shaswith Rishonim 
and all four sections of the Shulchan 
Aruch?) Given the premise that the 
Jewish people cannot exist without 
Torah, the loss of gedolim during the 
Holocaust was no less a serious blow 
to the nation than was its physical 
decimation. 

To some degree, biographies of 
gedolim fill this gap. When we read 
how a Reh Chaim Ozer, a Reh Shimon 
Shkop, or a Reh Moshe Feinstein 
lived, we are moved to demand more 
from ourselves and to rise beyond the 
least common denominators of our 
times, so sadly "'least"' and so pitifully 
"'common." Such books are vital com
ponents in the rejuvenation of the To
rah life of post-Holocaust Jewry. 

Great Works, Two Flaws 

I n spite of the major role these 
"'gedolim books" play in our na
tional consciousness, they often 

possess two major flaws. The first 
stems from the stereotyping of their 
subjects. Too often the books begin 
with the saintliness of the gadol' s 
parents. Then follows a de rigueurde
scription of the gadol as child prodigy 
and tzaddik who, as everyone could 
tell, was destined to become "a Torah 
great." He continues his development 
into precocious adolescence, ulti
mately marries an equally saintly 
woman and finally emerges as the 
towering Torah giant. It is not difficult 

to understand a certain woman who, 
after having read a few of these styl
ized stories, remarked in all serious
ness, "How interesting to note that all 
gedolim lived identical lives." 

Although there is no reason to dis
believe these stories, these portray
als do not always demonstrate the 
unique contribution each gadol 
made to his times, and how he was 
different from other gedolim. With 
notable exceptions, they frequently 
ignore the self-sacrifice and dedica
tion which of necessity must have 
gone into the development of every 
gadoL They often overlook the fact 
that certainly these men must have 
surely had their moments of self
doubt, error, and human frailty, and 
that each had times when he needed 
encouragement, love and liiendship. 
Great men are, of course, humans as 
well; on the contrary, they are great 
because they overcame their human 
shortcomings. Because attention is 
focused on the general picture and 
not on the details, these biographies 
can emerge unreal and difficult to 
identify with, thus undermining 
their educational impact. 

The second flaw of the gedolim 
genre is the usual emphasis on the 
extraordinary intellectual gifts of 
these gedolim--their lightning grasp, 
brilliance of conception and total re
call; i.e., their genius aspect. There is 
undoubtedly value in pointing out the 
superior intellectual talents of many 
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of our Torah leaders. If such geniuses 
could spend a lifetime studying To
rah, how awesomely vast must Torah 
wisdom be! Furthermore, if these are 
the minds from which emanated the 
rulings of Jewish law. how respect
fully are these rulings to be treated! 

Nevertheless, despite these ben
efits. it would serve the reader better 
to emphasize the hard work, sweat 
and tears that went into making them 
gedolim. Portraying gedolim as ge
niuses tends to make their accom
plishments appear unattainable: how 
can anyone not born with such ex
traordinary gifts ever expect to emu
late them? More seriously. they cre
ate the distorted image in the mind of 
the reader that to become a gadol one 
must have been born with prodigious 
mental gifts. This is not true. 

The Other Faetors ofGadlus 

U nusual Intellectual gifts are 
not what make a gadoL nor 
are allgedolimnecessarily ge

niuses. Torah greatness requires no 
extraordinary inborn talents and is 
therefore within the reach of every
one. As Rabbi Yisroel Salanter Is re
ported to have sald. "Not everyone 
can be a genius (gaon), but everyone 
can be agadoC'; or in another version, 
"Not everyone can be a Malbim but 
everyone can be a Reh Nochum'ke 
Grodner" (the teacher of the Chofetz 
Chayim). Anyone with a deep enough 
commitment to Torah to refuse to be 
swayed by the seductions of wealth, 
prestige, and materialism; carry out 
with single-minded dedication his ob
ligations as a Jew; work incessantly 
at perfecting his character; invest in 
the constant study and review neces
sary to acquire "the crown ofTorah"
anyone like this will surely become a 
gadol beYisroeL even with average tal
ents. In fact, some of the greatest 
leaders of Jewish history were not 
noted for any extraordinary intellec
tual powers. 

When some forty years ago the 
Ponevezher Rav, Rabbi Yoseif 
Kahaneman, decided to found a 
koUel in Bnei Brak with the express 
purpose of producing gedolim, his 
initial idea was to admit to this koUel 
only young men blessed with bril
liant intellectual faculties. When he 
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When we read how a 
Reb Chaim Ozer, a Reb 
Shimon Shkop, or a Reb 
Moshe Feinstein lived, 
we are moved to 
demand more from 
ourselves and to rise 
beyond the least 
common denominators 
of our times, so sadly 
"least" and so pitifully 
"common .11 

presented his plan to the revered 
Chazon lsh. the latter expressed his 
reservations. "Shouldn't there be a 
kollel where a future Reh Yitzchak 
Elchanan can develop?" he tersely 
asked. The Chazon lsh was implying 
that Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan 
Spektor, the fabled Rav of Kovno, au
thor of major halachic works and 
recognized as the undisputed leader 
of European Jewry at the tum of the 
century, was not a natural genius. 
By restricting his kollel to gifted 

minds, the Chazon lsh was saying, 
the Ponevezher Rav might be deny
ing the next generation ofleaders of 
this caliber. 

True. manygedoliminJewishhis
tory were blessed with prodigious 
mental gifts. but this was not why 
they grew to be gedolim. Reb Aharon 
Kotler, founder of Bais Medrash 
Govoha in Lakewood. N.J .. and a full
fledged genius if there ever was one, 
used to cherish Edison's adage 
(which one of his students once cited 
before him) that "genius is I% inspi
ration and 99% perspiration." Obvi
ously he held that his own accom
plishments were not the result of his 
Instantaneous grasp and his phe
nomenal memory but rather of his 
hard work. 

Of Genius and its Piifalls 

S pecial talents do not ensure 
greatness; on the contrary. 
they often create some of the 

greatest pitfalls to greatness. Pos
sessors of bright minds who have 
been In the limelight since childhood 
become addicted to a need for ac
claim. Unless they have learned to 
temper this addiction, they might find 
it hard to sit at the feet of those more 
learned than they are and to absorb 
their wisdom. 

Without character refinement, 
such tndividuals often succumb to a 
temptation to present dazzling solu-
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lions to problems which advance 
their reputations but which pervert 
the truth. 

Their talents for self-advancement 
are at their best a waste of talent and 
at their worst a public hazard. If, as 
the Rambam writes, one cannot strive 
to acquire honor (kavod) and Torah 
excellence at the same time, theirveiy 
brtlliance might be the greatest bar
rter to their pretensions to greatness. 

Brilliance is acquired genetically; 
greatness must be acquired by relent
less struggle-a struggle which no 
mental acrobatics can help wtn. The 
potential gadot must choose un
equivocally between the pursuit of 
prestige or money, and the quest for 
truth, and then must tenaciously 
refuse to lose sight of his choice. He 
must be ready for the many inevitable 
failures that await him, and to be pre
pared to pick up the pieces and begin 
all over again. His life must be filled 

with emuna in G-d, in Torah, in the 
destiny of the Jewish people-as well 
as in himself as a member of that 
people. 

ll. A NOTABLE EXCEPTION 

b Yaakov: the Life and Times 
if Hagaon Rabbi Yaakov 
amenetsky,* by Yonason 

Rosenblum, based on the research of 
Reb Yaakov·s illustrious son, Rabbi 
Nason Kamenetzky, is a refreshing 
exception to the standard gedolim bi
ography genre. 

First of all, it is free of stereotypy. 
The hero of the book has real, human 
dimensions, and we clearly distin
guish his uniqueness among other 
gedolim. We find Reb Yaakov strug
gling with poverty, maintaining his 
own integrity as a Jew despite the 
*Published by ArtScrolt Mesorah PublicatiOns, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
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pressures of the alien American cul
ture, coping with and influencing the 
rampant Jewish ignorance of his 
times, and rising above the ordinaiy, 
petty considerations which motivate 
most mortals. 

Although Reb Yaakov was clearly 
a genius, this aspect is not empha
sized in this book as much as his 
gadol aspect. To paraphrase Rabbi 
Rosenblum's excellent introduction, 
Reb Yaakov was a person whose be
havior was a perfect reflection of the 
dictates of his intelligence; whose in
telligence, in turn, reflected total sub
mission to the Divine intelligence of 
the Torah; whose eveiy action, emo
tion and thought was filtered through 
Shas and Poskim. Rabbi Rosenblum 
presents vividly Reb Yaakov's com
mitment to truth, his care for the low
liest Jew, his total lack of concern for 
personal gain or prestige-all of 
which are the materials from which 
gadlus is fashioned. 

One of the best features of this bi
ography is its recreation of the Jew
ish Eastern European civilization 
and the Jewish shtetl By virtue of 
Rabbi Nason Kamenetzky's careful 
research, the reader gains a good 
feel for the Yeshiva and Rabbinic 
world of pre-World War 1 and II 
times, together with the difficulties 
that faced it. Equally fascinating are 
the book's fresh insights into Amert
can Jewish history of the thirties 
and forties. 

There are a few shortcomings. The 
translations of Hebrew words do not 
follow any clear pattern. For example, 
on the first page, gadlus baTorah is 
left untranslated, while chiddushimis 
translated (by "novellae"-in itself a 
non-word). In the same sentence on 
page 21, "Shas" is translated but 
"poskim" is not. Although nearly all 
the anecdotes are carefully attributed 
and highly interesting, the reader of
ten feels that the proportion of anec
dotes to commentaty is too high. 

But these are minor complaints. 
Rabbi Rosenblum deserves the grati
tude of all his readers for having cre
ated a remarkable book, which genu
inely evokes the spirit ofReb Yaakov. 
By providing us with a glimpse of the 
inner workings of a true gadol 
beYisroel he has created a legacy for 
our times. • 
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A basic principle ef our belief is that the fate of 
each and every individual is completely in the Hands 

of G-d. When a person has fully achieved this 

emuna and has succeeded in integrating it into his 

personality, he will have gained full trust in 

Hashem's control of his life's circumstance. He 

will have become a ba'al bitachon. In other words, 

bitachon implies more than belief in G-d. It conveys 

the trust and sense of 

S. Frank, C. S. W. 

rity, well being, and even serenity, simply by virtue 

of recognizing that havingfaith in G-d's judg

ment in and of itself is the ultimate source of re

assurance. In the words ef David Hamelech: 

"Habote'ach b'Hashem chessed yesovevenu-He 

who trusts in G-d, kindness surrounds him" 

(Iehillim 32, Z 0). ~This aspect of emuna and 

bitachon-beliif and trust in G-d-is especially 

securi~thatgrowsout ''I Shall Not fear 
of be lief. ~ This 

relevant to our 

stresiful times, which 

are so 

is a goal th~t for You Are II.th Me,, marked by 
every Jew is fears and 

expected to pur- Calling on Bitachon and faith to Deal With . uncerta.in-
sue, with the under- Daily fears and Tensions ties. So while one tde-
standing that-as in ally pursues mitzva 

all instances of mitzva fulfillment-not only does fulfillment and a Torah-based hashkefa for their 

an ultimate reward await him in Olam Habba, own sake, one can also find encouragement from 

but he can gain benefit from it in his this-worldly the ways in which bitachon can so traniform a 

existence, as well. No, subscribing to bitachon does person, that emotional problems become resolved 

not mean that "everything will work out well if in the process. In the pages that follow, we will 

you just believe it sincerely enough." Rather bitachon examine some of the specific ways in which one 

(as the word "trust" would imply) endows the can gain in one's daily life by incorporating as-

person who has achieved it with a sense of secu- pects of bitachon in one's personality. 

ULCERS, AND THEN SOME 

I n recent years, stress-related dis
eases have become increasingly 
more common. Many researchers 

have noted that one's state of mind di-

S. Frank, C.S.W., is co-Director of Project 
Shalaimuth at the Jewish Board of Family and 
Chlldren's Services-an intergenerational case 
management program-and also maintains a pri
vate practice in psychotherapy. 
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rectly contributes to such health 
problems as heart disease and malig
nancies. So people have been trying 
to achieve the desired "peace of 
mind," whether through prolonged 
therapy or rigorous activity. 

Living with a Torah perspective 
can bring this goal within one's grasp. 
as mentioned. In the words of 
Rabbeinu Bachya lbn Pakuda, in 
Chovos Halevavos: "Among the tern-

poral advantages of trust in Hashem 
are a peaceful heart undisturbed by 
worldly cares, a tranquil spirit, and 
freedom from mental distraction" 
(Hakdama). 

Bitachon. however. is not easily 
achieved. It is. in fact, a life-long task. 
Many people do not understand that. 
They feel-and some even say: 

We invest so heavily in leading a life 
of Torah and mitzvos, at times to the 

The Jewish Observer, November 1994 



point of self-sacrifice. Doesn't this In 
itself imply our having trust in 
Hashem, and that He would help our 
lives proceed smoothly? Shouldn't a 
sense of security simply be a matter 
of enjoying the "fringe benefits" that 
we have accumulated from the 
mitzvos we've been performing 
throughout our lives? 

Yet this is simply not the case, for 
even as we fulfill the "action-oriented" 
mitzvos to the best of our ability, a 
gnawing lack of bitachonis obvious In 
many of us-evident in constant ten
sion and nervousness in some; in 
others, in the need for incessant 
speech or continual action, such as 
gum-chewing or cigarette smoking. 
Still others are simply consumed by 
private fears, which can affect their 
every action. 

Not so our Torah giants, past 
and present. As an outgrowth of 
their exemplary character and vast 
knowledge, they were (and are) dis
tinguished by a sense of tranquil
ity, a calm that seemed to envelop 
them. Their bitachon in Hashem 
pervades their being. And that 
bitachon truly characterizes and 
epitomizes the ba'al emuna-the 
true master of faith. Indeed, great 
people imbued with the spirit of To
rah were not afraid to found 
yeshivas, start new neighborhoods, 
develop new communities, fight as
similation and tackle other great 
problems. as well-all in hostile 
surroundings-due to their 
bitachon in Hashem. They were not 
fearful of being labeled "overzeal
ous," or of their plans failing, for 
"The counsel of G-d will stand." 

Some people tend to relegate this 
trait to the pristine world of our 
grandparents in Europe, and con
sider it the lot of those rare individu
als who maintain that purity of 
thought in the contemporary setting. 
But G-d gives us, too, the where
withal to achieve such bitachon in 
our own tense, contemporary world. 
We, in our small way, can attempt to 
emulate our Torah giants in dealing 
with our daily tribulations. 

Even those of us who are far from 
having achieved the ultimate level of 
being a ba'al bitachon have much to 
gain by relating to aspects of 
bitachon. If we focus on specific as-
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pects of this attribute, they can be ex
tremely helpful in our pursuit of 
peace of mind and equanimity. 

INTRODUCING BITACHON 
IN DAILY LIFE 

L et us first explore how, In very 
simple terms. aspects of 
bilachon can make a difference 

in every-day life situations: 
•When one must approach an em

ployer for some request-Le., for a 
change of hours, or time off for personal 
needs-one may be very tense. Rein
forcing one's bitachon-focusing on 
one's utter dependence on G-d--£aI1 be 
most helpful at such times. Some 
people actually have integrated this 
sense of trust into their personalities, 
and benefit by reviewing sections of 
Sha'ar Habitachon in Chovos 
Halevams that they have already stud
ied before such encounters. But even 
people who are far from having mas
tered the sejer can find momentary 
strength from such contemplation. 

• Those of us bringing up children 
often anticipate their daily arrival 
home from school with tension. Just 
visualizing the possible scenarios of 
the children's interactions with each 
other, once they drop their book bags, 
can on its own trigger anxiety at
tacks-unless the mother rehearses 
in her mind how she'll "head off the 
Indians at the pass." Even then, plan-

ning ahead does not necessarily de
crease anxiety. Perhaps a short tefilla, 
in one's own words-asking Hashem 
for the clarity of vision to know how 
to respond appropriately to each 
child-might help. A parent articu
lates her trust In G-d: since He has 
given her the opportunity to be 
mechanech this particular child, she 
can ask Him to provide her with ap
propriate tools to make this endeavor 
of maximum benefit to this neshama 
entrusted in her care. (After 
Rebbetzln Sara Freifeld, ;rv. passed 
away, her children mentioned that 
she had compiled collections of verses 
from Torah literature on the topic of 
bilachon. These papers, which were 
found in her drawer, seemed to be her 
constant companions.) 

• Even the best of students often 
feels pressure just before taking a 
test. Besides standard psychological 
motivation and relaxation tech
niques, there can be a more profound 
approach to ridding oneself of such 
stress. When the tests are on Torah 
subjects, one should think that he or 
she is pursuing Torah study to ulti
mately improve one's neshamaand to 
gain knowledge of the will of G-d, so 
as to act accordingly. Within this con
text, one can sincerely daven to 
Hashem that he (or she) will succeed 
in truly expressing the knowledge 
they have absorbed. If one makes a 
practice of studying relevant texts, 
and truly internalizes this concept, 
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bitachon may not be a guarantee of 
scoring a 98, but it can be a highly ef
fective tool in alleviating anxiety In 
such situations, and it can reduce the 
possibility of poor performance 
caused by anxiety. 

• Some people feel discomfort 
when going to a simcha or dinner, 
worrying "Who will I speak to?" or 
"Will I make a good impression?" To 
avoid such strain, they might limit 
their social interactions and just not 
attend public functions. On the other 
hand, if one were to view human en
counters as a possible arena for unit
ing Kial Yisroel in a small way. he or 
she would not think of every action as 
being scrutinized or judged. True, 
there may be individuals out there 
who do weigh other people's every 
gesture and judge every nuance, but 
a person can transcend bis discom
fort by envisioning a higher goal for 
participating in the gathering--sup
porting an institution of Torah study, 
or bringing joy to those who are cel
ebrating a simcha. Attendant fears 
can then be minimized. 

• Many people who are beyond 
their yeshiva years have problems 
that would warrant advice from a 
Rav, yet they tend to postpone such 
consultations. Individual ba' alei 

Our Torah giants, past 
and present were (and 
are) distinguished by a 
sense of tranquilily, a 
calm that seemed to 
envelop them. Their 
bitachon in Hashem 
pervades their being. 
And that bitachon truly 
characterizes and 
epitomizes the ba'a/ 
emuna-the true master 
of faith. 

battim and couples may shy away 
from posing questions outside of the 
pot-and-pan and hech'sherrealm be
cause they fear beingjudged harshly 
or misunderstood. Yet if one has cho
sen a Rav, shouldn't there be a rela-
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tionsbip of trust, based on emunas 
chachamim? A potential guide for 
growth in Torah may be within one's 
grasp, butasense of shame and em
barrassment for being "less than per
fect" prevents the person from mak
ing use of it! One should lean on bis 
sense of bitachon that G-d indeed 
does provide us with qualified people 
who can help guide the individual 
members of Kial Yisroel in each gen
eration. A person truly deserving of 
your trust will not judge you harshly 
because of your limitations at a par
ticular time in your life. As we strive 
towards continual spirttual growth, 
such Torah personalities can only be 
assets to us. 

THE LIMITS IMPOSED BY 
BITACHON 

T: draw on bitachon effectively 
or reducing stress and anxiety 

m daily encounters, especially 
in the business world and other pres
sured temporal situations, one 
should examine one's motivations 
and priorities. Why are we so worked 
up? Are our eyes clouded by our 
empty goals? Are our emotions out of 
control because of excessive desire 
and wony? Are our ambitions end· 
less? Before calling on one's sense of 
bitachon, one should ask oneself-"Is 
it necessary that I entangle myself 
further in the temporalities of every
day life? Can I stop right here? Will 
this particular endeavor bring me 
more tension? Am I afraid to stop be
cause I feel insecure, as though I'm 
not in total control of my life?" 

Every person, in his struggle to 
grow in bis bitachon, strives to find 
the precise point where additional 
hishtadlus (effort expended) is 
unnecessary ... where he need not, 
and should not, involve himself fur
ther in activities to improve his wel
fare, since "G-d provides, in any 
case." Have you perhaps gone beyond 
the prescribed point? Rabbi Chaim of 
Volozhin (in Nefesh Hachaim) sug
gests the following probe: "Is your 
business time interrupted by 
thoughts of kedusha, or is your 
Shemoneh Esrei interrupted by 
thoughts of business?" One should 
strive to keep the two--bitachon and 
hishtadlus--in balance, and not per-
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To draw on bitachon 
effectively for reducing 
stress and anxiely in 
daily encounters, 
especially in the business 
world and other 
pressured temporal 
situations, one should 
examine one's 
motivations and 
priorities. 

mit hishtadlus, or the perceived 
needs that fuel it, to invade one's 
spiritual domain. 

ACTIVATING ONE'S SENSE 
OFBITACHON 

I f a person would truly meditate on 
the existence of Hashem, bitachon 
would displace one's fears. While, 

as stated, this is not a goal easily re
alized, there are certain basic points 
that eveiyJew can-and should-fo
cus on, as a matter of course. Spe
cifically, one should contemplate six 
charactetistics of Hashem, which in
spire ultimate trust, as expounded in 
Chovos Halevavos. A person can 
trust in one who: a) has compassion, 
b) will not neglect his liiend, c) is re
sponsible and is capable of overcom
ing any obstacles to help his liiend. 
d) will know which means to use to 
serve and help his friend, e) has 
cared for his liiend from birth to old 
age, and fl is exceedingly generous 
and extends kindness, even when 
undeserved. These six characterts
tics are not found in any human be
ing, only in G-d. Even more to the 
point, no one else can do good or 
harm to another person except with 
G-d's sanction. 

If one were to conceptualize these 
points on a daily basis, over a petiod 
of time one would find that annoy
ance with ttivial mishaps would de-
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crease. When we miss a bus, sub
way, or car tide, do we accept it with 
equanimity? Though we may 
counter that we are not at a "spiti
tual level" where we can downplay 
small disappointments and annoy
ances, do we atleast stop and think 
that there is such a spititual level to 
sttive for? Do we have the patience 
and trust to ignore the telephone 
when we study Torah or daven. or 
are we plagued by thoughts that "we 
might miss something"? Do we al
low ourselves to think about 
Hashem daily. as an immediate 

presence? Or do we leave our 
bitachon for those more desperate 
moments when we have no other 
place to turn? 

SELF-ASSERTION VS. 
PASSIVE TRUST 

hon does indeed endow its 
sessors with a sense of 

nfldence. By contrast. con
temporary society views self-confi
dence as a function of assertiveness, 
rather than as a product of trust in 
some higher power. This is not to say 
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Bitachon does indeed endow its possessors with a 
sense of confidence. By contrast, contemporary 
society views self-confidence as a function of 
assertiveness, rather than as a product of trust in 
some higher power. 
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that self-assertiveness does not have 
a place in the scheme of things; but 
many people seem more comfortable 
concentrating on their own prowess 
than on building their trust in 
Hashem. Common wisdom has it 
that through self-assertion, one can 
become ahnost fearless, thus push
ing G-d and His omnipotence out of 
the picture. This is obviously wrong! 
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For only the person who has bitaclwn 
has the grounds to be truly fearless, 
as the Torah builders of our time have 
demonstrated. 

Theoreticians and practitioners in 
the mental health field have been at
tempting to deal with the tensions 
that hound us in our daily lives. 
There are three specific goals that 
are felt will help people reduce stress 
in their lives: achieving one's poten
tial by going past one's fears, learn
ing to be flexible, and working on 
one's self so the true "you" unfolds. 
(At least this is a way theoreticians 
express these concepts In the Per
sonal Growth section of your local 
bookstore.) 

One may not be impressed with 
the New Age resonance of these 
phrases, but the goals they repre
sent are worthwhile. Most important 
to us, these goals are the natural by
products of pursuing a life informed 
by bitachon: by fulfilling ratzon 
haBorei (G-d's will), one becomes a 
better functioning human being in 
the process-a result that while not 
surprising, is certainly noteworthy. 
To be specific, emphasizing one's 
sense ofbitaclwnis undoubtedly the 
most effective way of by-passing 
one's fears. As for flexibility: Yes, one 
must be able to deal with changes in 
daily circumstances, and respond to 
the challenges of the "here and now" 
to achieve the most in life. And 
surely, bitachon in Hashem, more 
than any quick answers, can equip 
one to face the unpredictable exigen
cies oflife. 

As for the spiritual potential within 
us, our neshnma is actually a cheilek 
Eloka mima'al, a part of Hashem 
Himself, and indeed, it possesses the 
potential for "unfolding," if we only 
give it our full focus. 

W e can truly achieve human 
growth and expansion of 
our spiritual potential 

through bitaclwn But, again: to reap 
the benefits of bitachon, one must 
make a conscious effort to direct 
one's thoughts toward that goal. And 
as we do so, we find ourselves feeling 
a sense of tranquility, we shed our 
fears, and discover that Tue ways of 
the Torah are sweet and they all lead 
to peace .... " • 
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"Which one of us do you really love, Mommy? 
Please tell the truth, Mommy, isn't it me? 
How can you love every one of us, Mommy? 
Please tell the truth-like I want it to be." 

She's tucked into bed, but with eyes open wide. 
Why do I hesitate? I've got nothing to hide. 
I sit down beside her. Then hold her so near. 

Bracha Dmss Goetz 

But can I say the words that will make it all clear? 
I grope in the darkness to fill the long pause. 
I must find the answer because ... 

Searching through the darkness, my mind goes years back. 
Seeing large families, I'd think how much they lack. 
How can one mother have love for so many? 
Back then I was planning on not having any. 
And now, look at me-how do I fit the part? 
Ever seen a tin man get a heart? 

I sure never dreamt that there would come a day, 
I'd receive a whole bunch. My breathtaking bouquet! 
How can I love each one-and still not be torn? 
How did my heart grow when each new one was born? 
I can't understand how, but I know for sure, 
With each child, I love all of them more. 

"Which one of us do you really love, Mommy? 
Please tell the truth, Mommy, isn't it me? 
How can you love every one of us, Mommy? 
Please tell the truth-like I want it to be." 

I stroke your soft hair. I look at your smile. 
You have drifted to sleep, but I'll sit here awhile. 
One cheek still has traces of mashed-in spaghetti 
I guess explanations ;ust wait 'ti/ we're ready. 
You did not get your answer. But someday you'll know. 
May G-d stretch your heart, as you grow. 

"Which one of us do you really love, Mommy?" 
May her children ask. Asking, "Isn't it me? 
How can you love every one of us, Mommy?" 
When her children ask, she'll know how it can he. 

Mrs. Goetz, a published author, lives in Baltimore. She was represented by a poem, ~All We Take With Us.• 
in JO, October'94. 
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DENIGRATION OF THEAVOS 
COMPOUNDED 

----

To the Editor: 
I still recall your Second Looks 

article, "Approaching the Avos
Through Up-Reach or Drag
Down?" (March '91), in which you 
took Rabbi Shlomo Riskin to task 
for projecting towering spiritual gi
ants, like the Avos HaKedoshim 
and Yoseif Hatzaddik, as weak
willed, flawed, petty, "assimi
lated" .. .in his syndicated weekly 
columns. I was dismayed that such 
a popular figure would be guilty of 
such terrible indiscretion. I had 
hoped that-especially after you 
included a reprint of a similar out
cry by Rabbi Aaron Kotler, '>"lll 

against "trivialization and profana
tion of the Avos," published in 
1935-this would be the end of 
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such offensive columns. Much to 
my dismay, that is not the case. 

In a recent column published in 
the Jerusalem Post (June I 0, 
'94).amongst other papers. Rabbi 
Riskin sets his sights even higher, 
and targets the teacher of Torah to 
all generations of Kial YisroeL Moshe 
Rabbeinu no less, whom he de
scribes in the title of his essay as 
"Great prophet. lousy politician." In 
the body of the article, the writer had 
the incredible gall to denigrate 
Moshe Rabbeinu with such charac
terizations as, "His head and heari 
were so far in the clouds, that he 
could not empathize with the needs 
of the masses." ... "He lacked the 
power to communicate with people, 
the ability to sell his ideas and 
ideals." ... "He has not devised a series 
of 'fire-side chats' to reinforce the 
idealism of Sinai and remind the Is
raelites of the Divine mission." ... "He 
made every possible mistake when it 
came to inspiring his people to follow 
him." .. .'The leader of Israel did not 
prepare to educate his people care
fully enough." To reduce Moshe 
Rabbeinu-whose standing as 
prophet, teacher and leader are in
tegral to Rambam' s Thirteen Prin
ciples of Faith-to the level of a failed 
politician is so sacrilegious that it 
does not need any refutation! 

While I despair ofreaching the au
thor of these lines with my words, I 
cannot remain silent when our great
est leader is attacked in terms that 
would have been insulting had they 
been aimed at an unsuccessful can
didate for ward-heeler in Efrat. 

The essay was a desecration of the 
Sacred Name, an illustration of the 
Talmudic dictum that whoever vilifies 
his teacher of Torah is regarded as if 
he had vilified the Divine Presence. 
May these lines at least be a public 

protest against the blasphemy of the 
author of the column. 

RABBI ELI TEITELBAUM 
DIRECIDR, TORAH COMMUMCATIONS 

NElWORK 
Brooklyn, NY 

ONE QUESTION ... SO MANY 
ANSWERS 

To the Editor: 
I just finished reading Rabbi 

Yissochar Frand's article, "The 
Invasive Spirit of Modem Times" (May 
'94). The title of one section reads 
'Tears and an Answer"-! just don't 
getit. The talmidin Ner Israel, a ba'al 
teshuva---a former student at Colum
bia University-is at a Shabattvn with 
Yachad children, spending time with 
them (I hope, or wonderl, and a young 
man raises his hand and asks a ques
tion about his role .... Didn't he do 
mitzvos?-and what about his acts of 
chessed?-didn't he make people 
laugh and make people happy? And 
what about his neshama? Perhaps 
Rabbi Frand, or the "ta/mid in Ner Is
rael," should visit our home and meet 
our daughter and see all the wonder
ful things she is and does for us. We 
all have many things to learn from her. 

May Hashem bless her, and may 
we all be zocheh to learn from her and 
others like her: we all have many 
thtngs to learn. 

NAOMI BERGER 
Lawrence, NY 

Rabbi Frand responds: 

Beyond doubt. Yachad members 
as well as other developmentally chal
lenged children bring much light and 
happiness to their families and, in
deed, to all who encounter them. 
(Ephraim Milch's account of the joys 
inspired by his Down syndrome 
daughter, in "Reflections of a Par
ent''--JO, June '90- comes to mind.) 
True, the "lowest common denomina
tor" response of the Ner Israel talmid 
did not take the Yachad boy's full con
tribution into account: but did ad
dress more unfortunate circum
stances which lack the obvious re
wards of dealtng with such children, 
and as such is of value. 

Y.F. 
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OF TRUTH IN SHIDDUCHIMAND 
TRIMMING THE YEARS 

To the Editor: 
It was with great interest that I 

read Rabbi Weinberger's article 
(Tammuz/Summer-1994) "What Do 
You Say to That?" It appears to me 
that the answer to Question #4 needs 
clarification. The implication is that 
"numerous poskini' permit the com
mon practice of misstating the age of 
a potential shidduch. I can under
stand telling an untruth due to spe
cial circumstances, but the article 
seems to permit age distortion as a 
regular tactic of shadchonim. This 
needs further investigation. 

1) Since age is an exact figure, stat
ing a different age would be against 
the principle of "Distance yourself 
from falsehood" (Shemos 23, 7). 
(Chapter 11 in Mesi!as Yesharim 
elaborates on this point.) 

2) Don't we undermine our own 
credibility when we practice distor
tion of the truth. other than the ways 
taught by Chazal (i.e., when neces
sary for the sake of Shalom)? 

DOVID GALINSKY 
Brooklyn, NY 

The author responds: 

Your question regarding the Torah 
prohibition of "Distance yourself from 
falsehood" and its relationship to 
shidduchim is a very poignant one. 
Realizing the delicacy of these issues, 
I had hoped that the sources for the 
halachos that I cited would be printed 
in conjunction with my article, so that 
the references could be studied for 
further clarification. Allow me to just 
make the following brief comments: 
The Gemorain BabbaBasra (l 6a) ex
plains a pasuk in Iyov (29, 13) in a 
very enlightening manner. The pasuk 
says: "The blessing of the abandoned 
comes to me, and I caused the 
widow's heart to sing for joy." The 
Gemora interprets this to mean that 
whenever a widow could not find a 
husband, Iyov would associate his 
name with her; someone would then 
soon come and marry the woman. 
Rashi explains that "association of 
name" means that he would say he is 
her relative, or that he personally 
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would be interested in marrying her. 
From this text there is a clear indica
tion that it is permissible, at least in 
certain situations, to distort the truth 
for the sake of a shidduch. Naturally, 
the guidelines of such a hetter are too 
difficult to delineate and must be 
brought to the attention of an estab
lished posek in each and every situa
tion. However, in regard to age specifi
cally, we find a dispute among the 
poskim. Rabbi Yaakov Fish, author of 
:ij?ll"; mN inn. reports that he posed 
this problem to Rabbi Yosef Sholom 
Eliashiv, who said that a small differ
ential, up until a year, is permissible. 
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, on 
the other hand, did not allow any de
viation whatsoever. It is also well
known, he writes, that Rabbi Aharon 
Kotler, ?":>It, permitted a 30-year-old 
man to say that he was 28. I refer you 
to the aforementioned Sefer, Siman 
38, and the Sefer, !J>m1!):l'l, for further 
clarification. 

RABBI DOVID WEINBERGER 

BEYOND THERAPY: HELP FOR 
OUR SINGLE FRIENDS 

To the Editor: 
Both Dr. Wikler and Tehilla 

Weisberg (Letters, May '94) brought 
up some good points that can help us 
assist our single friends. It's true that 
some people would benefit from 
counseling, not only to increase their 
"marriageability," but also to help 
their marriages work. Bringing prob
lems into a marriage creates great 
strain on the couple. At the same 
time, many older singles are being 
cruelly and falsely judged. "What's 
wrong with her that she is still 
single?" is an unfair question, based 
on an incorrect premise. Not only are 
some older singles undeserving of our 
criticism, many are truly a source of 
inspiration. We can all learn from the 
faith, kindness and acceptance of 
yisurim of some of these fine people. 
One of my single friends confided in 
me that she could have filled bath
tubs with her tears. Surely those 
prayers and tears are not lost. Per
haps those tears are keeping all of us 
alive. And how purified and cleansed 
must my friend be from her suffering 
which she accepts from Hashem with 

deep emuna. Dare I suggest that this 
beautiful person (inside and out) is a 
problem case? Chasv'shalom! Maybe 
she was chosen to bear this "pekele" 
because she can handle it! 

I would like to point out some sug
gestions which may be helpful in 
dealing with singles. 

1. Let us all storm the heavens in 
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prayer for these precious people 
who are being deprived of building 

' families as the clock ticks on. Only 
the kindness of Hashemhas caused 
the married to be wed. Let us not 
forget to daven for our friends. It 
does not hurt to let them know (in a 
supportive way) that we have not 
forgotten them and that we have 
them in mind daily. 

2. Offer words of chizuk. When 
meant sincerely, words of encourage
ment and faith can really keep a per
son going. Let those who suffer real
ize that their suffering is part of our 
golus tragedies. Offer stories that 
demonstrate how people in difficult 
life situations were helped by 
Hashem. I have many gtrlfiiends who 
are ba'alei teshuva. Over the last 
three years I have watched Hashem 
provide beautiful shidduchim for ten 
gtrls (ages 21-28), ln our out-of-town 
community. I was amazed at the 
Hashgacha involved in each of these 
shidduchim and how some specific 
needs that each of these girls had 
were accommodated by Hashem. 
One thing that these gtrls shared in 
common was a constant effort to keep 
growing. They were paid back, 
Baruch Hashem 
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3. Let us keep trying to make 
shidduchim Of course, this is helpful 
only if the shidduch is well matched. 
not because they are both single. But 
let us keep trying. Wemayyetsucceed. 

4. We don't want to create a 
"singles movement" since we do not 
wish to encourage people to stay 
single. At the same time, we do need 
to help single friends find meaning in 
their existence until they find mates. 
Let's include them in our chessed 
projects and activities. Let's call on 
them for advice and assistance. Let's 
show them that we need them with
out making them feel that we are 
turning to them only because we as
sume that they have nothing else to 
do. Let's organize shiurim for "post
seminary girls." Let us encourage 
these people to grow from thetr chal
lenges and help them feel that they 
are contributing to Kial Yisroel in the 
best way they can. 

NAME WITTIHELD BY REQUEST 

THE IDEAL SHIDDUCH--A 
MOTHER'S PERSPECTIVE 

To the Editor: 
Friends all around me are either 

marrying off thetr children or looking 
to do so. Inevitable, when we get to
gether, conversations lead to the topic 
of shidduchim 

1 can afford to lean back and listen: 
my children are still too young for all 
this. My friends look in my dtrection 
and tell me, "Enjoy your circum
stances while you can. Just wait!" 
they warn ominously. 

As I listen to thetr agonizing. I be
gin to get a feeling for the difficulties 
that they encounter In the shidduch 
world. My friends with daughters be
moan the fact that "even the best 
bachurim are looking for big money." 

To asptre to a helping hand is, of 
course, legitimate; many parents 
plan to give a helping hand if they 
can. What greater zechus can there 
be than helping one's children dedi
cate their lives to limud Torah! But 
where did these big prtce-tags come 
from? I find myself wondertng: How 
can a yearning for limud Torah. un
doubtedly a spiritual endeavor. exist 
In tandem with a blunt demand for 
huge sums of money as a condition 

for even considering a girl for a pos
sible shidduch? I am left bewildered. 
Must a koUel couple begin marrtage 
with a lavish dining room set and a 
nice car? ls the bachur striving for 
ruchnius or for comfortable material
istic living? Is this money really 
needed to enable ta/mud Torah? "No 
one ever left learning for lack of 
money as the sole reason." At least 
that is what Rabbi Shneur Kotler 7"~ 
once told my husband. 

"What about your son?" 

I turn back to my friends and in
qutre, "What will you be looking for in 
a shidduch for your son when he is 
old enough?" Sheepishly they an
swer, "If possible, we would like to en
sure that our son marry a gtrl with 
money. We would like him to live com
fortably." Hmm. "Why not?" they 
counter. "Our son is as good as all 
those other bachurim" 

Is it the boys who are demanding 
money. or is it we, the parents? Per
haps it is time to face up to the role 
we play. (Not to mention the poor 
chinuch we are giving our sons.) In the 
process, we are bringing up a genera
tion to whom possession of money is 
paramount. That. some of us are tell
ing them, is the "erste Alef in consid
ering a prospective mate. She may be 
a wonderful gtrl. but if she doesn't 
have money, we won't talk about the 
shidduch 

What are we doing to our children? 
All those years, as we fed our infants 
cereal in the highchatr, we crooned to 
them of our yearning that they grow 
up to become talmkleichachamim. As 
they entered first grade, we sent them 
off with the hope that thetr Rebbeim
bue them with ahavas Torah. And al
most every d'var Torah at the 
Shabbos table was sprinkled with 
guidelines for our children to lead 
lives of limud Turahand ruchnius. But 
when it comes to shidduchim, at 
times our behavior seems to sing a 
different song. 

And what about those of our gen
eration, who did Indeed dedicate thetr 
lives to limud Torah-our mechan
chim and rebbe'im-all the while 
earning the kind of salary we choose 
to give those who live by our ideals? 
How are they to marry off their 

45 



daughters? These young women 
have surely much to offer in the way 
of hashkajos and dedication, but 
probably not much in the way of dol
lars and cents. 

Chemdas hamammonmaywell be 
a major nisayon of our generation. We 
would surely not wish to taint the ex
traordinary achievements of this dor 
in the realm of limud Torah by suc
cumbing to this temptation. Our chil
dren are too precious. 

MRS. BECKYDANSKY 
Southfield. MI 

APPROVES OF ARTICLE, 
AND THEN SOME 

To the Editor: 
Regarding Yonason Rosenblum's 

'Tue Chickens Come Home To Roost" 
(JO, June '94): Rarely have l read an 
article so precisely describing the 
problem of Zionism and the Govern
ment oflsrael today. 

I have one reservation. At the end 
of the article, Mr. Rosenblum says 
"the death throes of Zionism, which 
the peace process in many ways rep
resents, [may) prove dangerous to all 
Jews living in the Holy Land." I believe 
it is dangerous not only to the Jews 
living in the Holy Land, but to Jews 
living all over the world. 

CHAIM ALTER ROTI! 
Netanya. Israel 

USING EISAV'S HANDS IN 
PROJECTING OUR VOICE 

To the Editor: 
I was deeply disturbed by the "Or

thodox bashing" conveyed by the ar
ticle. "Acts of the Unfaithful," by 
Rabbi Fyvel Shuster (Jan. '94). and 
from that which I have seen first
hand. As a ba'al teshuva and kiruv 
professional, I am well aware of the 
damage wrought by such books as 
Acts of Faith and by distorted report
ing. Rabbi Shuster's closing note calls 
for the Torah community to "find in 
its midst talented individuals who will 
be able to 'stir the emotions of the 
spirit' of the rapidly shrtnkingJewish 
population with images of kedusha." 
I would like to pick up the discussion 
where Rabbi Shuster left off. 
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While working for a prominent 
outreach organization in Toronto, I 
noticed a trend that I believe to be 
very significant. Whereas previous 
generations of unaffiliated Jews were 
quite anti-Orthodox. the current 
generation is less partial, and even 
members of the previous generation 
are softening their position. Perhaps 
this trend is due to the changing val
ues in Western society towards con
servatism. But that too is Divine 
Providence, and represents new op
portunities to swell the ranks of tra
ditional Jewry. 

This realization only leads to 
frustration, primarily because as 
more and more Jews allow them
selves to consider the message of 
Sinaitic Judaism. it is clear that our 
smaller-scale outreach is inad
equate for meeting the increasing 
demand. 

Furthermore, how do you bring 
Judaism to people who may not 
even realize as of yet that they 
want it? Many such people do not 
live near outreach "centers," and 
even if they do, they do not yet 
know that they would enjoy at
tending classes on topics of 
undemonstrated relevance to their 
daily lives. Clearly Judaism must 
be brought to the millions of po
tential ba'alei teshuva. 

Perhaps we can derive a lesson in 
how to preserve Torah. from the 
Chumash: specifically. from the ne
cessity of our ancestor Yaakov Avinu 
to assume the "hands of Eisav" when 
seeking the blessing from his father, 
Yitzchak (Bereishis 27:22). Why was 
this pure and straightforward indi
vidual forced to go against his nature 
and adopt a "crafty" approach to gain 
the blessings that would help him 
keep Torah? 

Eisav was, and still is, a man of 
this world. His goal has always been 
to extract from nature the power to 
control it, in order to make life more 
comfortable. To this end, he has 
been a successful technocrat. and 
along the way has invented many 
devices to help him reach his goals. 
Some of those means have spilled 
over into the Jewish world, all too of
ten with harmful effects. Witness the 
work of Eric Segal and the rest of the 
anti-Orthodox crowd who have 

taken on the voice of Eisav, rather 
than his hands alone. They call this 
the liberation of Jewish thought: the 
Torah calls it exile of the Jewish 
mind. 

Many who have learned the les
son of Yaakov Avinu, however, have 
discovered how to project the "voice 
ofYaakov"-the kol Torah-by mak
ing use of the "hands of Eisav"
technology. Computers. desk-top 
publishing. and similar technologi
cal advances have greatly increased 
the amount of important halachic 
and hashkaja works in a short pe
riod of time. (I overheard one rabbi 
say that he would never have con
sidered writing a sejer had he not 
discovered the word processor. 
Even the lightbulb enhanced the 
potential to learn Torah day and 
night, literally.) 

The trick, of course, is never to 
become overpowered by either 
Eisav's genius or eloquence. This 
means maintaining a clear perspec-
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tive on the goal: harbotzas Torah 
and building an intellectual bridge 
between Sinai and the uninitiated 
secular Jew. 

Simply put, technology may be the 
goal of the Westerner; for the Jew, 
technology must remain only a 
means for our pursuit to unify the 
Jewish people under the banner of 
traditional Torah values. 

To achieve this requires the in
volvement of those who clearly have 
mastered an understanding of To
rah, and who have achieved recog
nizable levels of fear of G-d, to 
emerge as leaders. There are many 
Jews (especially amongst ba'alei 
teshuva) who possess talents and 
technical know-how from their "pre
vious lives" that, when combined 
with Torah, can lead, literally, to a 
Torah revolution. 

There is much more to say on this 
topic, and I sincerely hope that your 
magazine will help the Orthodox 
community understand the pressing 
need to respond in anticipation, and 
how to do so professinnally. I, for my 
part, have written and pulHished 
several books over the last year with 
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The Shulchan Amch Comes Alive 
In this noted tape series, Rabbi Yitzchak 

Berkowitz (Posek at Yeshivas Aish HaTorah -
Jerusalem, and Dial-A-Shiur speaker of Chafetz 
Chaim's Shmiras Halashon), discusses dozens 
of halachic topics - including daily practice, 
Shabbos, business ethics and modern day 
medicine. The car or home listener is offered 
amazing clarity on the subject at hand. 

Oruch Chaim - Daily Laws 
BY 301 A·F Morning Conduct 
BY 302 A·G Tzltzis 
BY 303 A·K Teflllin 
BY 304 A·F Morning Blessings 
BY 305 A-N Krias Shema 
BY 306 A-N Prayer 
BY 307 A-F Torah Readings 
BY 308 A-0 The Meal 
BY 308 P· Y Blessings 
BY 309 Z Minchah; Ma'ariv 

6 tapes 
7 tapes 

11 tapes 
6 tapes 

14 tapes 
14 tapes 
6 tapes 

15 tapes 
10 tapes 
1 tape 

1 (800) VOICES 3 
Ext, 1194A 

the hope ofreaching out to far more 
Jews than I have been able to on a 
personal level. I am presently in
volved in writing a book, From Pshat 
to Production: Turning Torah Into 
Topics of Discussinnfor the Laymen. 
to assist talmideichachamimin put
ting into publishable form the in
valuable insights they possess, but 
have yet to share with the Jewish 
world at large. 

RABBI PINCHAS WINSIDN 
Kiryat Telzstone, Israel 

EMBARRASSMENT? 
... OR DISCRETION? 

To the Editor: 
Mr. Zalman Fleischer objects to 

"phone booth davening" as reflecting 
embarrassment with our religion. I 
believe that a crucial distinction must 
be made between the feelings of em
barrassment and the course of action 
followed. 

It is well known that Horav Yaakov 
Kamenetsky, 7"YT, was opposed to 

Rabbi Berkowitz traces each halacha from 
its source in the Talmud and Shulchan Aruch, 
down to 20th century halachic problems dealt 
with by contemporary authorities. Treat yourself 
to an oral tradition worth its weight in gold. 

140 tapes Reg. $840 NOW $784 
(Also available in sets -per topic· at $6 ea. tape) 
Ship. & Hand. S1.50 1st tape, 40( ea. add. · S25 full set 

Oruch Chaim -Shabbos 
BY 310 A 
BY 310 B-C 
BY 310 D·J 
BY 310 K·Q 
BY 310 R·X 
BY 311 A·F 
BY 311 G-1 
BY 311 J-0 
BY 311 P-T 
BY 311 U-Z 

Kovod Shabbos 1 tape 
Non-Jews on Shabbos 2 tapes 
Food I Cooking Prep. 7 tapes 
Candle lighting I Kiddush 6 tapes 
Davenlng I Havdalah 7 tapes 
Walking I Carrying 6 tapes 
Speech on Shabbos 3 tapes 
Muktza 6 tapes 
Building/Trapping/Tying 5 tapes 
Cooking I Selecting 6 tapes 

ces from Jerusalem 
900 Forest Ave., Lakewood, NJ 08701 

the wearing of talleisim in the street. 
This obviously has nothing to do 
with being embarrassed, but rather 
reflects Reb Yaakov's view of the 
proper conduct for a Jew in golus 
surroundings. 

So those that retreat to the phone 
booth may have a point. Embar
rassment with our Judaism should 
certainly be far from our hearts. but 
discretion in conduct is always nec
essary. 

SHACHNE SOMMERS 
Brighton, MA 

Author's Correction 

The source of the statement by 
Rabbi Shefte! Horowitz (son of the 
Shloh) regarding his establishing 
study groups for the purpose oflearn
ing the meaning of tefi11os ("Let's 
Shmooze About Davening," JO Sept. 
94. p. 27) was cited incorrectly. It was 
published in the sejer Vovay 
Ho'amudim 

JACOB l. FRIEDMAN 

47 



romi!H~1 .. ~~.· .ti<Ourin . Ill\! ~~o~a ·i~p;;1~ ~6}~~1~i~~1~;ghtfforr>>Spairi1-' Pkt51~! 
Rome, Byzimtium, the Holy Roman Empire, Spain, - this is a gripping, absorbing 
story, peopled by great names and arch-villains, and leavened throughout with the 
unshakeable conviction that the Chosen People must survive - come what may. 

A Shaar Press Book 
by Yaffa Ganz in collaboration lVith Rabbi Berel Wein 

Lavishly illustrated and filled with maps and time charts. 
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Talmudic tea,chjngs;,)~.s a _rosh yeshivah, he _By -Louis Pollack 
shQwed-his students_-how_to grapple-_wi_t_h:and foreword by Rabbi Berel Wein: 
master the _complexities of the Talmud and Can modern man find belief and ineaning 
commentaries. -:By- commenting on .every- even today? Louis Pollack lauded by scien
thing - frOm current events to the foibles Of tis ts and rabbis alike - says yeS - and 
hUman nature, he provided a "Torah's-eye proves it. 
perspective" on life and people, This book is an arsenal in defense of 

Judaism and it does so With facts, sober 
analyses, documentation - and -literary 
grace. 

This book should be read and pondered by 
every intelligent Jew. A Shaar Press 
Book. 


