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' 
Now that the Knesset has passed the Amendment to 

the Anatomy and Pathology Law (December 2, 1980) it 
is time for a post-mortem study of the autopsy crisis 
which was a blight on Israeli society for three decades. 
This study must deal not only with the bitter battles in 
the Knesset that resulted in this historic legislative 
breakthrough, but also with the broader significance of 
this victory for Torah Jewry in Israel. 

When the Knesset, in the wee hours of Erev Cha
nukah, voted into la\v the amendment that gave a per
son, along with his family, jurisdiction over his body, it 
climaxed a struggle waged by Tor ah Jewry for close to 
thirty years. This campaign was slow in starting because 
of the nature of the Kulturknmpf that characterized 
religious-secular relations in the early days of state
hood. In those days, the Torah community was com
pletely involved in fighting life-and-death issues such as 
military service for yeshiva students, woman's conscrip
tion into the army, and the subversion of religious 
immigrant youngsters as typified by the "Yaldei Tehe
ran" scandal. It could hardly muster the energies for 
battles on the comparatively less pressing religious 
issues, which the secular majority in the Knesset 
repeatedly brushed aside with the argument of "status 
quo." 

The Dismal Record 

With no law to restrict them and no public opinion to 
deter them, pathologists, encouraged (some claim) by 
fat research grants, were busy making Israel the free 
world's champion of autopsies, with some of its hospi
tals achieving an autopsy rate of close to 90 percent of all 
deaths' The Anatomy and Pathology Law passed by the 
Knesset in 1953 was supposed to quell dissatisfaction 
with the existing situation by allowing the deceased's 
family the right to object to an autopsy. But it also 
allowed a physician to "operate on a body to ascertain 
the cause of death or to use a part thereof for the 
curative treatment of a person if it has been confirmed 
by a certificate signed by three physicians ... that the 
operation serves one of the said purposes." This turned 
out to be nothing less than legitimization of wholesale 
autopsies. 

Although the Regulations on Anatomy and Pathol
ogy issued in 1954 meticulously spelled out which phy
sicians were authorized to permit post-mortem dissec
tions, the rules were generally ignored by the hospitals. 
Back in the late Sixties the State Comptroller of the 
State of Israel investigated how four government hospi
tals and the Municipal Hospital of Tel Aviv were comp
lying with the law. He found that in 424 of the 1756 
postmortems carried out in 1967, the certification 
requirements were not met. In 1968, matters were even 
worse: of 1590 postmortems, 450 cases lacked certifica-
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tion requirements. In more than a quarter of the afore
mentioned violations, there was either no certificate at 
all, or a certificate signed by only one doctor. 

The State Comptroller's 1969 report vindicatd the 
arguments that the religious community hc1d been voic
ing for years. The report recorded that in 1965, 55 
percent of the patients who died in the hospitals investi
gated were subjected to postmortems. (For compari
son's sake, the U.S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare reported that the average autopsy percen .. 
tage in the U.S.A. was 19.1%) It also added weight to 
the suspicion long harbored by the religious community 
that even in the cases \vhere certificates contained the 
necessary three signatures, the form was usually µre
signed, so as to circumvent the reguli'ltions. 

But more than anything else, the report demon
strated that the government had absolutely no interest 
in enforcing the law. Not only had the Minister of 
Health failed to establish any specific agency for its 
enforcement, he had practiced benign neglect in regard 
to its offenders. Although the law prescribed a pun
ishment of three years imprisonment, or a fine, or 
both, not a single offender was ever brought to justice 
despite the fact that there \Vere thousands of knovvn 
violations throughout the years 

Scattershot Combat 

What could the religious community do in the face of 
such circumstances? If the surviving family 2!Cted quickly 
enough to alarm an Agudath Israel representative, or 
one of the Community action groups, above all the V1111d 
L'f{11grnns K 'rod HC1'C1da111 (Committee for the Preservation 
of Human Dignity), their intervention could usually 
prevent an autopsy. But how often did the L1n1ily learn 
of the death too late to take any action' Perhaps the 
most sensational case of the hospital dissecting before 
informing the family vvas that of the wife of a pron1i
nent member of the Agudas Harabonin1 of An1erica 
who had moved to Israel with her family. Back in 1966, 
she became ill and eventually passed atvay on a ShC1bho~ 
morning in Jerusalem's most prestigious hospit'11. Sev
enteen hours passd before the family was informed, 
while in the interim the Chevra Kadisha (burial society) 
was prevented from entering the morgue. Despite 
assurances by the hospital that nothing had transrired, 
it was discovered during the tnhnrn (pre-burial ritual 
cleansing of the body), that an autopsy had been per
formed on Shabbos and organs had been removed. 

Even the efforts of a religious Je\v to forestall an 
unwarranted autopsy by demanding a promise from 
doctors that he would not be dissected after death 
proved ineffective. In 1966, the Director-General of the 
Health Ministry issued an order to all hospitals prohibit
ing doctors to accept any conditions or nlake any prom
ises and directing the doctors to refuse adn1ission to 
patients insisting on such conditions. 
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The Parliamentary Front 

The answer to this issue obviously lay in new legisla
tion. But this was an uphill battle for a tiny party forever 
in the opposition. It meant a combination of parliamen
tary motions and questions, mass demonstrations and 
public information efforts. Again and again the Knesset 
members of Agudath Israel arose in the Knesset to 
present the grisly details of the autopsy situation in an 
effort to shock the nation's lawmakers into an apprecia
tion of the human rights as well as the religious aspect 
of the crisis: that the law was more liberal than that of 
any other Western country, violating as it did basic 
Western concepts of the individual's dominion over his 
own body; that it was unwarranted as far as medical 
needs were concerned; that its restrictions were more 
often honored in the breach than enforced; that it 
offended religious sensibilities in the way that no com
parable laws on the books of Western democracies did, 
and actually kept frightened patients away from hospi
tals. [As a case in point, a New York Tinzes report that the 
Lutzker Rav (Rabbi Zalmen Sorotzkin ?">d refused to 
enter a hospital during his final illness for fear of an 
autopsy offered a glimpse of the danger to life presented 
by the autopsy situation.I Volumes could be filled with 
the speeches made by Tor ah leaders at mass protest 
meetings on the autopsy situation and by Aguda spo
kesmen in the Knesset, with the letters and proclama
tions issued by roshei yeshii1a, admorin1 and rabbonim con
demning autopsies, and by the information sheets pub
lished by Agudath Israel and the Vaad CHaganas K·vod 
Hn'ndnm committees. 

On occasion, it seemed that a breakthrough was 
about to be achieved: Professor Kalman Mann, the 
director of Jerusalem's Hadassah Hospital, made a star
tling admission that opposition to autopsies embraced 
the non-religious public as well, and represented the 
feelings of 90 percent of the populace. A heart 
transplant performed by an Israeli surgeon sparked a 
controversy over the relationship between transplants, 
autopsies and the halachic position on life and death ... 
The State Comptroller issued his report and exploded 
the myth that existing legislation was sufficient. 

But each time, the secular majority of the Knesset 
stubbornly stuck to its position that autopsies were 
indispensable to medical study and research, and every 
effort to introduce corrective legislation was frustrated. 
Even the pressures exerted by world Jewry did not 
budge them! 

The Turning Point 

The turning point finally came close to four years ago 
with the rise of the Likud government and its invitation 
to Agudath Israel to join its ruling coalition. One of the 

*When I personally conveyed to Prime Minister Levi Eshkol that the 
gedolim in America were considering issuing a ban on aliya unless the 
autopsy law were amended, he countered: "So they won't come, eh? 
Then we'll have a smaller country!" 
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many reasons why Agudath Israel had refused to accept 
the invitations of the Labor governments to join their 
coalitions was Labor's unwillingness to support revised 
autopsy legislation. The Likud, however, agreed
among the 42 points of the accord-to amend the Anat
omy and Pathology Law, and the stage was set for 
introducing the legislation which would effectively give 
the family the power it deserved in preventing autopsies. 

Three years of persistent efforts were needed to 
bring about the amendment. Hundreds of meetings 
were held with officials of the Health and Justice Minis
tries to formulate dozens upon dozens of drafts for the 
amendment. Each time the draft would come back from 
the various departments in these ministries with sug
gestions for ''improvement," which were often thinly 
disguised attempts to bureaucratically strangle it or at 
least emasculate it. 

Progress finally began when Moshe Nissim suc
ceeded Shmuel Tamir as Justice Minister. Son of the 
former Rishon LeT zion Rabbi Yitzchak Nissim, the new 
minister clearly indicated his sympathy for the proposed 
legislation by pushing it past all the obstacles erected by 
obstructionist bureaucrats. When the minister came up 
with a final draft for presentation to the government-a 
draft that was in fact a compromise, but one that actu
ally preserved most of the crucial points of the original 
proposal-the Aguda sponsors of the amendment 
informed him that he would have to wait. 

Even though essentials were preserved, the Moefzes 
Gedalei Ha Tarah (Council of Torah Sages) would have to 
study the compromises written into the text of the 
amendment and then give its approval. The review of 
the gedalim did not hold up the process, for by the time the 
government was ready to meet on the new law, they 
had already given it their approval. 

The Storm in the Knesset 

In the weeks following, there were several arenas of 
heightened activity. On the one hand, there were dra
matic happenings in the Cabinet and Knesset: the ardu
ous negotiations leading to the government's present
ing the amendment to the Knesset; the fierce debate 
preceding its approval in a first reading by a vote of 
46-35; the filibustering of the opposition, followed by an 
all-out effort to muster in all possible negative votes, 
which included transporting two Knesset members to 
the voting in ambulances; and finally, the 2 AM vote of 
57-53 in favor of the amendment. 

There was also another side to the story-one that 
tells of obstructions from without and within. Here we 
find the doctors-fresh from a paystrike which stran
gled the nation's medical services and endangered 
countless lives-picketing outside the Knesset, storm
ing Committee sessions and threatening to withhold 
medical services from Knesset members who vote for 
the amendment. Here we find elements of the National 
Religious Party (political arm of the Mizrachi) attempt-
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ing to steer the bill into a committee headed by one of 
their own, where they hoped to water it down, claiming 
that Agudath Israel's effort went too far. Here we find 
the NRP and the Liberal members of the Health Com
mittee trying to negotiate the teeth out of the bill
succeeding in dulling some of its bite, yet joining forces 
with the other members of the committee to fight for 
the passage of the bill in its final form. '(See the footnote 
below for some of the intra-committee struggles.) Here 
we find an anti-religious press pouring out a steady 
stream of vitriol climaxed by HaAretz's editorial condem
nation of the Ninth Knesset as a "body dominated by 
four Knesset members of the anti-Zionist Agudath 
Israel." 

The Anatomy of the Law 

Now that the shouting is over, it is time to evaluate 
the progress made. THE MAJOR OBJECTIVE HAS BEEN 

REALIZED, AN AUTOPSY CANNOT BE PERFORMED WHEN 
THE DECEASED HAS EXPRESSED OPPOSITION IN WRITING 

TO SUCH IN HIS LIFETIME. IN CASES WHERE THAT IS LACK
I NC, AN AUTOPSY CAN ONLY BE PERFORMED WITH THE 

INFORMED PRIOR CONSENT OF THE FAMILY OF THE 
DECEASED. At long last, the shame that has blotted 

"While these points of contention are best understood after read
ing the next section, they are presented here to illustrate the b,1ttles 
that were fought. Point 6 I(a) addresses the situation of a deceased 
whose organs are required for saving another person's life, when the 
deceased nevtr had expressed his attitude on the 1natter during his 
lifetime: The first draft called for the expressed consent of" a spouse"; 
lacking that, "of his children"; lacking that, "or his brothers and 
sisters." The NRP refused to back the bi!\ unless the last clause vvas 
reduced to "a brother or sister"-that is, requiring consent of only Mir 

surviving sibling rather than unanimous consent of all, providing 
much weaker control. This Agudath Israel was forced to accept. In 
any event, this type of decision is rarely binding, for the amendment 
stipulates that permission granted by next of kin is subject to veto by 
family members of one degree of closeness llfli'r the one who con
sented. However, when the NRP attempted to reduce "children" to 
"a child" -permitting one child to unilaterally allow an autopsy-the 
Agudath Israel members were able to prevail. 

•In the event of a mes mitziia (a body without claimants) the Jrn/arlw 
considers all of Israel "next of kin" in terms of responsibility and this 
was incorporated into the amendment. Thus any Jew is empowered 
to veto any type of post mortem tampering with a mes mitzw1, and the 
Torah community stands in perpetual protest. The NRP wanted an 
exception made for organ transplants, but the Agudath Israel con
tingent refused to budge from ha!achic guidelines. 

•The first draft of the bill read: "A judge may order an autopsy in 
the event of suspected criminal circumstances-requiring the ad
vance notification of next of kin." The NRP insisted on the insertion 
of two more such possible circumstances: "carelessness or neglect." 
Agudath Israel argued that in cases where these factors would justify 
a post mortem, they are already covered by the words "criminal 
circumstances." Adding then1 on their own therefore would wedge in 
the possibility of more excuses for legally permitted post mortems, 
thus continuing the practice of unjustified autopsies under legal 
sanction. 

The NRP, nevertheless, declared they would vote for the bill only if 
"carelessness or neglect" were induded as additional justifications. 
Agudath Israel was forced to accept, but only with the understanding 
that the entire bill would be submitted to the Moetzes Grdolei Ha Torah 
for review and approval-as it was. 
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Israel's medical system has finally been removed. 
The Jerusalem Post (Dec. 3.) featured an article that 

discussed the amendment and quoted its clauses at 
length. We are reprinting exerpts from that article to 
highlight some of the additional gains realized: 

Agudat Yisrael chalked up another achievement after mid
night Monday when the Amendment to the Anatomy and 
Pathology Law, giving a deceased person's family more of a 
say in whether a body may be dissected, passed by a vote of 
57-53. 

This legislation was one of the paragraphs in the coalition 
agreement the Aguda signed with the Likud after the May 
1977 elections. But the Aguda formula was liberalized at the 
insistence of the National Religious Party .... 

Like the original law, the amendment includes a provision 
to the effect that where an autopsy is deemed necessary, such 
as where foul play is suspected, the ~onsent of the family is 
not required. 

The amendment extends the authority of the coroner to 
cases of suspected negligence (e.g. in a hospital) having caused 
the death, 

But the amendment also requires the coroner, when he has 
reasonable grounds for suspecting either a crime or negli
gence, to inform the family of his intention to order an 
autopsy and to give the family, or a body that has in interest 
in the matter" an opportunity to be heard.* 

When an autopsy must be performed because of suspected 
criminal circumstances or negligence, the law stipulates that 
the body shall not be dissected before five hours have elapsed 
after notification has been given to one of the members of the 
family; the Sabbath and holidays shall not be included in 
counting the said five hours. 

If need arises to use part of the body to save the life of a 
specific individual, instead of the time specified (5 hours), the 
time shall be the latest moment that it is possible to remove 
the part from the body; if it is impossible to give notification 
because of the inability to locate a member of the family, the 
operation may take place. 

The"life~saving" clause, as a justification for autopsies, was 
expanded on the floor of the Knesset from skin or kidney to 
include transplanting of a "cornea of the deceased to prevent 
blindness or impairment of sight." 

In spite of the exceptions and qualifications, the 
underlying fact remains that in most every case, the 
sanctity of the body of the deceased will be protected 
from the abuse it was subject to according to the law 
before it was amended. 

Inquest 

To conclude our post-mortem, let us single out the 
different elements in this struggle, study them, and 
draw some inferences. 

First of all, the Agudath Israel members of the 
Knesset deserve credit for having displayed a remark
able blend of diplomacy and tenacity in seeing the 
amendment thorugh to the end. Their handling of their 

*This factor of allowing intereted parties a hearing featured in the 
incident in Ashkelon reported in the Hamo4ia article quoted in the box 
that appears on page 00. 
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colleagues and the protesting doctors won them the 
respect of the public, and even the begrudging admira
tion of the secular media. Rabbi Menachem Porush, 
whose Labor and Social Welfare Committee was a 
major battleground in the struggle, was especially 
singled out for credit on this account. 

The second element involves the Committee for the 
Safeguarding of Human Dignity which played a central 
role in battling hospital abuses on the grass-roots level 
as well as in alerting the public to hazards of relying on 
"the fairness of hospital personnel." This group's lead
ers have some strong reservations about the total gains 
achieved by the new amendment, mostly in regard to 
the permissibility of making transplants to save lives 
without notification of the surviving members of the 
family when they cannot be reached. This decision can 
be made by a medical team, totally without halachic 
guidance, and therefore is subject to abuse~even 
though the law narrows down the possibility of trans
plants to the three specific cases of skin, kidneys or eyes. 
Experimentation such as the risky heart transplants 
attempted recently, are definitely ruled out. They are 
also concerned about the coroner's right to demand an 
autopsy in the event of suspected "negligence or care
lessness"; and with the requirement that the deceased's 
objection be in writing only. The Vaad's unhappiness led 
its members to denounce Agudath Israel in vehement 
terms. One would certainly expect them to take into 
account that Agudah MKs did not act on their own but 
followed the counsel of the Moelzes Gedolei Ha Torah to 
achieve the maximum that could be accomplished 
through legislation in a secular Knesset, and that basi
cally most all the pitfalls of the previous autopsy legisla
tion are now eliminated. 

In the meantime, Agudath Israel is carrying on a 
widespread public information campaign, acquainting 
people with their legal rights and moral obligations as 
"next of kin." This is especially important when unedu
cated people must deal with unscrupulous physicians 
and contend with the formidable "white coat mystique." 
Indeed the effects of this campaign are already being felt 
(see box). 

""""·--

Coalition Politics and Leverage 

One significant lesson of the autopsy victory may well 
be one that is much broader than the question of 
whether better legislation could have been achieved. In 
the Ninth Knesset, Agudath Israel entered into a new 
phase of its history as the organization of Torah Jewry 
guided by gedolei Torah. By offering its crucial votes to a 
coalition government without asking for ministries (the 
usual payoff for joining the coalition), it emerged as a 
party of principle in Israel's rough and tumble political 
life. The moral leverage gained by this unprecedented 
move made it possible for Agudath Israel not only to 
win from its senior coalition partners a 42-point 
agreement, but to actually achieve the fulfillment of 
almost every one of the Likud's promises. (Indeed, in a 
scathing editorial, the hostile Jerusalem Post blames this 
"tiny anti-Zionist party" with the following "practical 
results so far: the enlistment of girls into the army has 
dropped appreciably, and the number of abortions has 
fallen off by one third.") The only 
major item on the agenda still unfulfilled is the painful 
"Who is a Jew?" issue, for which the Begin government 
could not muster sufficient votes to pass. 

Agudath Israel's victories in regard to such vital 
issues as woman's conscription and abortion, of course, 
did usher in major changes in the Holy Land. This was 
especially the case in regard to winning the hotly con
tested issue of outlawing unauthorized autopsies, which 
meant overpowering the highly vociferous medical 
lobby to prove that religious legislation can be effected 
in a secularist-dominated Knesset-and it did. 

Most important, these past three years have wit
nessed Torah Jewry change from a defensive stance to 
an offensive one. One of the most dramatic expressions 
of this change was the scene of doctors picketing outside 
the Knesset against the autopsy amendment. As the 
Agudah MKs went out to meet them, one commented 
to the other: 

"For thirty years they passed anti-religious legislation 
inside the Knesset and our people held demonstrations 
outside. Now, thank G-d, it's the other way around." 
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Taking Matters to Heart 

based on greetings from 

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein N"\'.>'?'l! * 
to the 58th Convention of Agudath Israel of America 

As we read this Shabbos, Yoseifs brothers threw him into the pit, which 
we are told, was "empty, without water," The Gemora explains the appar
ent redundancy as informing us that it was "empty of water, but it did 
contain snakes and scorpions." 

Immediately afterwards, the Cemorn discusses the requirement that 
the Chanuka menorn not be kindled at the height of greater than 20 amos, 

These two seemingly unrelated matters are actually connected: A men
ora positioned more than 20 amos above ground level is too far removed 
from the viewer, and as a result he fails to respond to its message of 
parsumei niS>a (publicizing of the miracle), and does not take it to hearL 
Similarly, the brothers failed to take to heart the hazard posed to Yoseif 
by the snakes and scorpions that infested the pit in which they had 
thrown him, The pit was 20 anios deep, and even though they apparently 
could see the venomous creatures there, and surely realized that a great 
miracle had occurred when Yoseif was unharmed when they subse
quently pulled him out, the miracle simply did not fully register with 
them, 

Just as distance-20 amos, in these two cases-cools a person's 
response; so does closeness to an event or a phenomenon inspire compas
sion, concern and identification with the subject at hand, 

Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa was so"close" to the Divine that he was able to 
perceive G-dly intervention in ordinary everyday occurrences, Thus, 
when faced with a shortage of oil for Shabbos, he poured vinegar into the 
candelabra and lit it saying, "He who decreed that oil should illuminate 
will decree that vinegar illuminate"-and illuminate it did, To Rabbi 
Chanina ben Dos a it was no less a miracle for oil to burn than for vinegar 
to burn, 

We must draw near to Kial Yisroel, in general; and there is need, in 
particular, to feel close to the Torah community at large, This will faciliate 
a person's identifying with its needs and give fullest support to such vital 
communal institutions as our yeshivas and day schools-as well as Agu
dath Israel, which is so instrumental in solving a host of community 
problems, Being close means taking things to hearL !.! 

~c1mreyed by spuia/ le/ephv11e hook-up. 
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"Chumash-that's bread. 
Gemora is butter. expendable." 

Prepared for publication with the assistance 
of Rabbi Yisroel Belsky. 
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Finding the Permanent 
in the Transitory 
based on an address by Rabbi Y aakov Kamenetzky N"\'.J)J\\I 

I. Torah: Essence or Frills? 
A prominent item on our agenda has been the dire financial emergency 

that Chinuch Atzmai is suffering. True, the Israeli government had been 
allocating more monies than ever before to yeshivas and to Torah chinuch; 
and now, as part of its austerity program, it has instituted severe cutbacks 
posing a lifethreat to Chinuch Atzmai and the yeshivas, while leaving 
support of the universities at it, previous high level. This does not reflect 
a reversal in policy-previot:oly supportive of Tor ah, and now less so. It 
merely serves to demonstrate that, to the government, Torah as a field of 
study never had the status of law or medicine, for instance. It was a 
cultural frill akin to dance programs (/ehavdi/J and therefore relatively 
expendable. 

A generous support of Torah does not bespeak a genuine appreciation 
of Torah. 

In 1938, I served as a temporary replacement for the rav of the 
Jewish community in Seattle. The regular rav was a dynamic individ
ual and he left me a large number of obligations to perform, includ
ing participation in the Board of Directors of the local Talmud 
Torah. The school was then faced with a several financial crisis, and 
at the first meeting I attended, one of the directors-a man with an 
outstanding record of Torah support-suggested that the Gemora 
class be eliminated. "When I was a youngster," he explained, "my 
mother often told us that when we enjoy good fortune, we can eat 
our bread with butter; but when we suffer poverty, we must cut 
back and eat bread without butter. We are suffering poverty, gen
tlemen, so we must eliminate butter from our menu. Chumash is 
basic-bread. Gemora is a frill-butter. We must close down the 
Gen1ora class." 

Much to my dismay, his argument carried the day. I did not feel 
secure enough to challenge him on the spot. Instead I took advantage 
of an opportunity presented me that Sha/,bos, when I spoke from the 
bima, to correct his dangerous premise. The occasion was a rabbinical 
sermon I addressed to a young man on the Shabbos of his Bar Mitzvah . 
. . . It was Shabbos To/dos, and the Sidra described how Yaakov and Eisav 
each went their different way at Bar Mitzvah (see Rashi on Bereishis 
25:27)1. 

Yet this parting of the ways was not apparent until the death of 
their grandfather Avraham, when they were fifteen. (One should 

I This is aclually implicit in the lex/, for Eis1w's tiel'elopmenl as 1111 ish tzayid fa hunlcri is inlroduad by 
"Vayehi-and he was, or bewme"-fol/owed liy "and Y aakov !had been] a [Omplete man, a dweller of fen/.• "like his 
hrolher, liut parted company with him af thirteen, when "he became the hunter." 

The same conslruction, with lhe same implirnfion, is found it1 regard lo mankind's first se/ of rit>al brothen, Kayin 
and Hevrl: "Vayehi~and Hel'el was [or /1ernme] a shepherd, and Kayh1 was a farmer." In fact, both had bet11 lilifrs 
of the soil, until the earth bernme less responsit1e and Hel'e/ deparfrd from his pret'ious ouupaficm to bewme a shepherd 
(see Rashi Bereishis IV:2), 
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note that Avraham's life was shortened by live years to spare him 
the pain of witnessing his grandson's degradation.) Why the two 
year delay? Apparently. the change in Eisav as evident in his depar
ture from the ho is hamidrash at thirteen did not fully reveal itself in his 
character until he reached a degree of maturity marked by the 
Mishna'-" Age fifteen for Gemora." It was then that the latent differ
ences surfaced, for at that age a human's intelligence is developed 
sufficiently to explore good and evil. When the fifteen year old 
studies Gemora, he is directed toward a healthy productive maturity. 
Should the young man not be directed by Gemora, however, he 
becomes the fifteen year old Eisav. 

(The proponent of cutting the Gemora class from the school 
approached me alter daoening to tell me that he appreciated my 
remarks, but he had already realized the faults of his reasoning the 
previous day, and had been ready to withdraw his motion as of 
Friday.) 

Unless one truly appreciates Torah study as the primary purpose of Kial 
Yisroel. one will relegate it to the expendable cultural trash heap .... Those 
who understand the centrality of Tor ah to Israel must carry the burden of 
supporting Torah and propagating it. They must resolve the Chinuch 
Atzmai and yeshiva financial crises. 

The Contemporary Shevet Levi 
The convention heard a call for our families to direct their daughters to 

choose careers in teaching, rather than opt for more lucrative positions in 
other fields, such as computer programming. Their intentions are often 
for the best: they hope to use their extra income to help their husbands 
continue their Talmud study in kollel. To make teaching a feasible choice, 
the girls were asked to strengthen their bitochon-their faith in G-d's 
providence, and not worry over the source of their income. 

I would say that their hitachon may be in good enough order. Instead, 
they should upgrade their histapkus-that is, be satisfied with less. There 
are some people who do not possess the cast-offs of the wealthiest, most 
aristocratic families in our communities, yet their homes surpass the 
others' in the lavishness of their furnishings-for what purpose? Only to 
squander money on frills and set impossible standards for other people to 
envy and emulate? 

We are aware of the special place among our people reserved for Shevet 
Levi, as G-d's emissaries. The members of this Tribe serve as His elite 
corps of students and scholars, teachers and rabbis. 

Today, our scholars and teachers are our present-day Leviim (see Ram
ham Hilchos Shmittah VeYovel 13:13). They preserve our sacred heritage, 
they perpetuate it, they pass it on to our next generation, Not only must 
we trust them and revere them, we must see to it that they do not suffer 
undue financial hardship. Our increased histapkus will find their bitachon 
taxed much less. If we reduce the extravagance of our lifestyle, we will be 
equipped to pay them salaries commensurate with their needs, sparing 
them the grave difficulties they currently are forced to undergo. 

In this merit, may we witness the speedy coming of the Moshiach in our 
day. 

2 See: Rabbi Yehudah ben Teim11'5 timetable for admincemenl in intelligence and responsibility-Avos V:21. 
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II. "Yibum"-Levirate Marriage Before Sinai ... 
and the First Rays of Moshiach's Light 

The Torah's account of Yehuda's sons' marriage to Tamar and his own 
subsequent union with her is puzzling, to say the least. It was a time 
shrouded in mystery, for as the Midrnsh says, it was in that time that"the 
brothers were involved in the sale of Y oseif ... Reuvain donned sack cloth in 
repentance ... Yehuda was seeking a wife ... and all the while G-d in heaven 
was preparing the light of the ultimate redemption." Those involved were of 
unimaginable stature, yet they were unaware of how portentous their every 
action was. To us, even with the benefit of hindsight, many more aspects of 
the era are perplexing, and are surely worthy of study: 

•In contrast to almost every other birth recorded in the Torah, where
in the mother named her child, Yehuda selected the name for his eldest 
son, Er, as well as for Peretz and Zerach, born later by Tamar. What is the 
significance of this? He did not name his second and third sons, Onan and 
Shailah .... Another apparent exception to this general practice was the 
naming of Levi, the only one of his twelve sons that Yaakov named 
(Bereishis 38:3-5). 

• Why was emphasis placed on the details of the birth of Peretz and 
Zerach, such as the midwife's error in thinking Zerach the firstborn, only 
to find him preceeded by Peretz? (ibid 38:28-30). Shailah was older than 
either of them, regardless of which of the twins was older. Peretz's status 
of "pelter rechem" (first to ever emerge from his mother's womb) was 
irrelevent, for this element did not figure in Torah law until after the 
exodus from Egypt, when the bechor assumed ritual priestly duties. 

• In Divrei Hayamim (Chronicles), the birth of Yehuda's children is 
recounted saying: "Er, Onan, and Shailah were born to him in the Land of 
Canaan, and afterwards his dauther-in-law Tamar bore him Peretz and 
Zerach" (2:7). As the Commentary there notes with astonishment, why 
does the Scripture draw attention to a point of shame-a relationship 
between Yehuda and Tamar that actually seemed sinful, and even promp
ted Yehuda to a subsequent confessional declaration? Everything written 
in Divrei Hayamim about David Hamelech should be in his praise, so why 
emphasize this aspect of his parentage, which goes back to Peretz, off
spring of Yehuda and Tamar? 

•The Torah devotes much more space to Onan's behavior than to Er's, 
while his conduct was no different from Er's. In fact, Er who initiated the 
practice was much less justified, for his sole purpose was his desire not to 
mar Tamar's beauty through childbirth. Yet, even in common parlance 
the sin carries Onan's name (onanism); not Er's. 

Assigning the Name-Her Privilege 
The practice of the mother naming her children is an understandable 

one, for selecting suitable names for children may well be more in line with 
feminine sensitivities. The firstborn son, however, is another matter. He 
is destined to succeed the father in his role in life, to be charged with the 
responsibility of leading the family toward its collective destiny; perpe
tuating, from the time of the father's eventual passing, the fulfillment of 
his family's calling. Considering that a name can denote significant fea
tures of a person's personality, it would be a father's concern to name his 

The Jewish Observer I January, 1981 



I 

"yibum "-the father's 
responsibility in 

pre-Sinaitic times 

Yehuda-the intended "meyabem" 
of Tamar, after the shearing 

The Jewish Observer I January, 1981 

- -,,.- ----

firstborn, his bechor. Of all twelve sons, Levi's offspring was to be singled 
out as the teachers of the children of Israel, the guardians of the sanctu
ary, and generally, as the members of G-d's army on earth. This was an 
extension of Yaakov's assigned role in life. And it was for this reason that 
he alone was named by his father, Yaakov.3 

"Yibum"-Its Purpose and Parameters 
"If brothers dwell together and one of them dies and has no child, .. the 

[surviving] brother , .. shall take her as a wife , , . and the firstborn she 
bears shall succeed in the name of the dead brother" (Devarim 25:5-6). 
How literally is the theme of"succession in the name of the dead brother" 
meant to be understood? 

Rabbi Kahana said: "The entire Torah has a meaning on the literal 
level-except for the passage calling for the son born from a yibum mar
riage to carry the deceased uncle's name." 

There are many details of the mitzva of yibum to be inferred from every 
word in this passage, and the directive calling for the son to stand in the 
place of the deceased is no exception. But it is not to be understood as 
stated. If that is so, one might well wonder why the passage was phrased 
in this manner in the first place. 

Actually, one might suggest that the passage as stated reflects the way 
yibum was practiced before Sinai; for the concept of yibum had been kept 
among the progenitors of the Jewish People. Then, as since, its basic 
principle aimed at filling the void left by the deceased. At that time, 
however, this was the responsibility of the father of the family, the person 
who had brought the deceased into the world in the first place. That is, 
Yehuda would have been expected to marry his former daughter-in-law 
Tamar to bring a new "Er" into the world. When extenuating circumstances 
prevented this-i.e. the father was too old to beget a child, or he had already 
died-the responsibility for yibum fell to the eldest brother of the deceased
Onan, and then subsequently, Shailah. 

When Er died, Yehuda was expected to marry Tamar but he did not 
because, like the patriarchs before him, he did not wish to marry more 
than one wife-eschewing the then-common practice of polygamy. 4 

Thus he passed on the responsibility for yibum to his next son Onan, 
saying, "Take your brother's wife in yibum and establish seed for your 
brother" (ibid 38:8). The Chumash continues, "And Onan knew that the 
seed would not be to him." He had known that the son he would have with 
Tamar would replace Er in primogeniture-taking the leading position 

3 ln the /HISsnxe in Bereishis ( 29:34}, if appear> /Jrnt Lei,i's 1111me (arrird a diflerc11/ impliuifion: And she said 
''N ''ll'N nll'J' OV!:ln "Now my husb<ind will join (yefouf'irl me for I have borne him three sons." 
Therefore did he call his name Levi. Ac/uni/~ Y aah1v had rnl/ed him Lel'i-lo denote" 1)11'1'l"l 1''7V n'J'l 
A11d /hey will joi11 you (Viyelavu) and sen'e you f nddrnsed lo Aaron Ha Kohein] fBamidba r 18:2 I, but he did 
no/ rereil/ his reilsaris to his wife. It was Lmh's ass1<mplio11 tlwt he was otherwist molirtlfed, il11d thus sh1' 11clually had 
Sil id thtn1lirt' ve-rse: "Now my husband will ioin me ... /herefortdid he rail his rwmt Leri." The last phras1'expressed 
fur pfrw of his intentions. 

4 While Sarah urged Avrnham lo marry Hagar wl:en she f'rovrd fa bi· /1arrn1. At'n1ha111 orily took llt'r as a shifcha 
fronrubind. Only ilfler Sara died did he lake Kffu~a (Hagar) 115 II wif1· rBereishis 25:11. 

Yituhok married only Rivka. 
Y1111kov had intrndrd to m1irry Rarht! only. Bui after she had farilitafrd his marriagt lo Lrah, if would lrnve ber11 

unduly harsh la haiie left hrr au/ because of a perso•wl prac/ire-especial/y after !hey had planntd their m11rriage for 
.>et't'n ytilrs. But the olhers-Billw a11d Zipla-h11d !hr status of shifcha, 110/ a wifr. 
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Tamar's first-born: 
father of royalty, 

father of Moshiarh 

among his own uncles (Onan and Shailah) and receiving a double portion 
of Yehuda's legacy-rather than enter the world as his (Onan's) son. So he 
chose to avoid having children altogether. Thus, his sin was not only 
against G-d, but against his brother's memory, as well. For this reason, 
the Torah is more harsh in its criticism of Onan than Er. 

Tamar had then expected Shaila to assume the role of yibum, once he 
had matured. In the interim, however, Yehuda's wife, Bas Shua, died. He 
was free to take Tamar in yibum, not constrained by his commitment to 
monogamy. So she waited further, for either Yehuda or Shaila, but to no 
a'vail ... interpreting his delay as procrastination. 

Yehuda was actually prepared to act out his role as me'yabem; but in 
accordance with the tradition that a widower wait the passage of one 
festival before remarrying, he did not immediately take Tamar in yibum. 
He waited. It was when he was on his way to the shearing of the sheep 
that Tamar approached him .... In those times, the shearing of one's 
sheep was a festive occasion (see Shmuel I 25:8), and by Yehuda's reckon
ing, the time for him to take her in yibum was but days away, when he 
would return from the shearing. She, however, was unaware of his 
timetable and had anticipated their union by but a few days. 

Eventually "Yehuda's daughter-in-law bore him Peretz and Zerach" 
(Divrei Hayamim): "On the initiative of his daughter-in-law"-not seducing 
him in sin, but "his daughter-in-law"-anticipating his intention of fulfil
ling his role in yibum, replacing the loss of Er in their family constellation. 
This relationship of father and daughter-in-law is emphasized in Oivrei 
Hayamim to properly identify Peretz's birth as a product of yibum (pre
Torah), thus establishing him as Yehuda's true IJerhor, as we shall see. This 
relationship, then, is to the glory of Dovid rather than to his shame. 

The First-born-Father of Moshiach 
Now we can understand the deep cor.cern over who was first to enter 

the world among the twins Tamar had borne, as well as Yehuda's role in 
choosing his name.s. He would be the bechor, stepping into the place left 
vacant by Er's passing. He would head the family, he would assume the 
berhor's portion in Yehuda's legacy, and he would be the father of royalty, 
the father of Moshiach. Indeed, in Divrei Hayamim the offspring of Yehuda 
in one case, are listed with "the children of Peretz" appearing first (Divrei 
Hayamim I 9:4), followed by "the children of Shailah" (ibid 9:5), and finally 
"the children of Zerach" (9:6). Peretz headed the family. 

The confusion over who would emerge first-who would be the father 
of Moshiach-is a precursor of the circumstances surrounding the actual 
advent of Moshiach ... likely the very epoch in which we are living today. 

first will come First will come the z'richa-the dawning of a new light. A "Zerach" will 
the false dawn brighten the horizon, and for sure (many will be convinced) this is the 

light of Moshiach who is about to appear. Quite abruptly Zerach will 
"withdraw his hand [and what is a hand, when the full body is needed!]

. and behold his brother emerges" (Bereishis 38:28). Zerach is withdrawn, 
and Peretz bursts forth. Unexpectedly, while all eyes and hearts are 

5 Yehudn also iinmed Zernch, t'l'en 1/wugl1 he was second lo Peretz, lo indirnlrtlwl he, loo, was !iornfrom the union !hat 
produad Perrlz, for-in line with the opinion th1if fl-icy net'fr had relations thercaflfr-il was only to /iring info th1' 
world 11 suaes,;or fo Er, his erstwhile bechor, that Yehudtl nrnrried Ttlmtlr. Hmf Zertlfh /1ee11 born of a 5ulisequenl 
u11ior1, Tamar would hal'e irnmed him. 
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focused elsewhere, the Moshiach will appear ... "While Yaakov mourns 
... Yehuda is involved with marrying his wife ... G-d is creating the rays 
of Moshiach's light." Indeed, the Rambam says: No one will ever have any 
exact idea of how or when Moshiach will come, from where will he come, 
or who it will be. 

Postscript 1-Moshiach is Coming Tomorrow 
Several years ago I remarked that within ten years Moshiach will surely 

come .... Close to nine years have passed, and now people are asking me if 
I had not made a miscalculation. I would not feel deeply ashamed if I had 
anticipated incorrectly, for that would put me in good company. Did not 
Rabbeinu Saadia Gaon, the Abarbanel, Rashi, Malbim, and the Chofetz 
Chaim also make their predictions regarding Moshiach's coming, and 
prove to be incorrect? In truth, it was not by my own calculation that I had 
made that statement. It was based on a comment by the Chofetz Chaim in 
"Shaarei Tzion"6 in his Mishna Brura. 

The Chofetz Chaim fairly throbbed with his anticipation of Moshiach's 
coming.' He revived the study of Kadoshim (the section of the Talmud 
dealing with Temple service) among Jewry and especially among kohanim, 
the priestly families, as an overt act of readiness for Moshiach. 

The Chofetz Chaim once chastised his nephew, Rabbi David Lei
bowitz (who later was Rosh Yeshiva in Mesivta Torah Vodaath, and 
then in Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim), for not wishing to study Kadoshim in 
his kollel: "What will you do tomorrow after Moshiach had arrived, 
the Beis Hamikdash is standing, and a Jew approaches you as a kohain 
to bring his korban cha/las for having violated the Shabbos? How will you 
respond without having studied Kadoshim?" 

"First," replied Rabbi Leibowitz, "he will have to be certain that he 
had indeed violated the Shabbos. For this reason, we will be studying 
Mesechla Shabbos in our kollel." 

"Unnecessary," retorted the Chofetz Chaim. "To establish this, 
you need only consult the Mishna Brura.8 But there is no Mishna Brura 
on Kadoshim!" 

We too must anxiously await Moshiach, and prepare ourselves for his 
arrival. ~T. 

6 In the firs/ edition o{Mishna Brura, there is reference lo a discrepancy i11 the J.47 year cycle drawn up by the Tur 
wherein he claims !ha/ after thirteen cycles of lite nineteen year solar-lunar cycle the Jewish rnlerufor should repeal itself 
without need for further refinement_ The Chafetz Chaim notes that due lo an accumulation of half-hour deficits in each such 
cycle, after many centuries there would be need for aria in adiusfmenfs for the moled-zaken. He mentions the problem in 
reg11rd lo 5709; but as for 5743, he says-"Do 1wf be wncerned, for /1y the11 Moshil!ch will have surely come," 
For this reason as rav as in Syluoym1 ,in 1933 I eulogized the Clwfelz Ch11im on his passing. I had not said 11 hesped 

7 For this reason as rav in Sytuvy11n in 1933 J eulogized the Chafetz Chaim 011 his p11ssing. I had not said a hesped 
(eulogy! for Rabbi Meir Simcha of Doinsk w.~1'11 he passed away for, 11s the prophet says: "Do no/ eulogize me in /he 
villages." Who among my villagers had apprecided him in his lifelimt', Iha I I hey should miss him in his absence? Did 
mu of /hem ever lose 11 night's slup bemuse one af his kushyos in his sefer Or Same'ach? By contras/, !hey may no/ 
have been capable of assessing the CJwfelz Chaim's greatness in scholarship, bul tven the simplest Jew reflected the 
bright hope he had kindled in Kial Yisroel toward the speedy 11rriv11/ of !he Moshiach! Thne Jews h11d always exputrd 
the Chafetz Chaim lo lead them in greeting Moshiach. With the Chofrlz Chaim's passing, !hey might become 
dishe11rlened, and it was important that they be encouraged. 

8 Rabbi Leibowitz has assisted the Chafetz Chaim in preparing /he Mishna Brura for publirnfion. 
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Recognizing the Loss 
Putting Ideas to Work 

Based on an address delivered by 
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Rabbi Yaacov Yitzchok Ruderman N"\'.1''/'l' 

Rosh Yeshiva of Ner Israel Baltimore 

I. The Loss of Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner :i:ii:::i~ v'i~ i:it 
The pasuk: "When the sun goes down in midday" (Amos 3:9) ha"s been used 

in the Gemora IMoed Kattan 25) to describe the passing of such towering figures 
as King Yeshayahu and Rabbi Yochanan. This metaphor aptly conveys the 
extent of such a tragic occurrence. Normally, when the sun sets at the end of 
the day and darkness descends on earth, the sun casts its rays elsewhere. 
When it "sets" at midday, however, the other side of the earth remains 
blanketed in darkness. 

So it is when an exceptional morbitz Torah (teacher and disseminator of 
Torah) is taken from us. The passing of any ta/mid chacham, any halachic 
authority or leader is tragic, but the pain of the loss is somewhat muted by 
the comfort of knowing that somewhere else another teacher is teaching, 
another authority is deciding on halachic matters. Darkness may prevail 
where he had once shed light, but another man is illuminating the scene 
elsewhere. 

The passing of the Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner constitutes a 
loss of greater magnitude than ordinary. His particular imprint on his 
talmidim and his role as an unusually gifted teacher was such that he leaves 
no one to replace him. In his case, darkness indeed envelopes the earth. 

Moreover, he was particularly close with Agudath Israel, as a member 
of the Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah (Council of Torah Sages) as well as a source 
of counsel to Rabbi Moshe Sherer. Here, too, his passing leaves a void, a 
darkness that makes us feel that "The sun has set in midday." 

Our sense of loss can perhaps be further clarified with the following 
parable: 

A father was walking with his son late al night, with only a lamp lo light their 
way. The lamp went out once, and then again, and each time they re/ii ii. Then the 
lamp wen/ oul a third time, and the fa/her cried out in alarm. The son asked, "Why 
is this lime different? You weren't excited the other two times this happened." 

The father replied, "Before I had the matches lo light the lamp again; but now we 
have no more matches. We will now remain in the dark." 

The darkness left by Rabbi Hutner's passing should make us cry out, 
for we have no more matches. We live in an era that lacks these elements 
that nurtured and produced the gedolei yisroel, the baalei hashpa'a and the 
educators. That lantern cannot be rekindled. 
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II. The Third Hour 
The Chassidim of old, the Mishna says, devoted three hours to each of the 

tefillos: one hour for preparation, and one for the prayer itself. The third 
hour? That was utilized for contemplation-planning how to hang onto 
the lofty levels grasped during the hour of tefilla. 

This convention has had many precious, inspiring moments. The test 
of the value of those moments is, if we can preserve the inspiration, 
sustain the drive of those moments, and carry them out in positive, 
productive activity. 

A theme that was stressed and reiterated at this convention is the 
serious situation in the field of Torah education and its current state of 
deterioration. Now, the order of the day is to hold onto our new awareness 
and to act on it. When competent educators are leaving for better paying 
fields, the entire future of Kial Yisroe/ trembles. The pity and the shame is that 
the cause of the problem is a lack of money, and this could be solved so simply 
by giving generously and judicisouly. 

How does one give judiciously? Judicious giving is the product of 
sensible priorities. Among the many worthwhile charities and tzeddakos
the Bikur Cholim funds, free loan funds, and needy bride/groom funds
one can be described as iu tl:OliJ'1 ili'""i.5 Charity upholds a nation 
IMishlei). Only one type of twidaka upholds the entire Kial Yisroe/; it is the 
supreme tzeddaka-support of Torah education. 

We must remember that while tzeddaka is important, the tzeddaka that 
upholds a nation is an entirely different matter. It is only through con
crete activity that we will succeed in bringing the lofty sentiments of the 
convention to a fruitful expression. "T. 

' 
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Toward Meeting Current Needs 

based on an address by Rabbi Shneur Kotler N"\J'?'ll 

Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Medrash Govoha, 
of Lakewood, N.]. 

I. Seizing the Initiative 
Reb Velvel, the Vi/no Stodt Maggid, once remarked that his task of 

preaching became much more difficult with the arrival of Shabbos "Vayei
shev." Until then-from the beginning of the Chumash at "Bereishis," until 
the previous week, "Voyishlach"-the antagonists had been clearly identif
iable as representing good as opposed to evil: Adam and Chava versus the 
Serpent, Hevel versus Kayin, Avraham versus Pharoah, Yaakov versus 
Eisav. Here for the first time the antagonists-Yoseif and his brothers
are all tzaddikim-righteous men of the highest order. 

We [at the Convention of Agudath Israel of America, on Shabbos "Vayei
shev"] do not feel weighted by Reb Velvel's burden, for what precedent can 
better describe our contemporary situation when conflicts rage between 
various forces of good, searching for truth? 

While the Torah community must continue to battle the forces of evil, 
its prime concern should be with explaining the truth of Torah to those 
who are searching. There are countless individuals unlettered in Torah, 
unexposed to its truths, who are waiting for us to reach out to them. 
There are countless others who would study more, give more of them
selves and their resources to Torah, if only approached. The opportuni
ties that face us today are of vast potential. It is only a matter of seizing 
the initiative. 

Yonah the Prophet was faced with a similar challenge (on a much larger 
scale, of course)-to seize a potential for good and develop it. He had been 
commanded to prophesy to Nineveh that it would be overturned, a 
message he did not wish to bring to the city. Instead, he chose to shed his 
burden of responsibility as a prophet (according to Rashi), and he fled from 
the scene. Ultimately, Yonah was compelled to walk the streets of 
Nineveh and predict the city's imminent destruction. As is well known, 
the people responded to his call, did teshuva (repented) ... and the city was 
spared, much to Yonah's chagrin. 

Yonah had been under the mistaken impression that "overturning" had 
but one possible meaning: physical destruction. Should the people of 
Nineveh take his warning to heart and repent, the city would not be 
destroyed, he feared, and he would then appear to be a liar (see Rashi, 
Yonah IV:l). He was unaware that an "overturning" can also be an internal 
experience, and that his prediction of Nineveh's fate could be realized in a 
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positive upheaval. Thus, the preservation of Nineveh did not represent a 
reversal of Yonah's prophecy (which would have required another mes
sage from G-d; see Sanhedrin 89b). Rather, it was a clarification of the 
options implicit in Yonah's initial prophecy of an "overturning," which 
was fully realized when the Ninevites harnessed the forces of upheaval 
that had threatened them, and converted them into forces of introspec
tion, personal upheaval, and teshuva. The prophecy of upheaval was ful
filled, as truly intended-for the good of the city and its inhabitants. 

The vast upheavals that we have been witnessing these past few 
years-upheavals that have changed the very nature of society-should 
give us pause. The members of the younger generation have been in a 
rebellious spirit for years. They are dissatisfied with cliches, and impa
tient with the hypocrisy of their elders. The time has been ripe for some 
time now for concerned people to step in and harness this spirit of 
rebellion among our own people and direct it toward positive goals. We 
cannot stand on the sidelines and wait for"the right people" to step in. We 
are the right people. The obligation to act rests on us. 

Besides carrying the burden of responsibility, we also have a debt of 
gratitude to contend with. Our children are the beneficiaries of a few 
dedicated individuals who had made the needs of Kial Yisroel their own 
compelling needs. The handful of heroic roshei yeshiva, along with the 
visionary baalei ballim who supported them, salvaged a seed of Yiddishkeit 
from Europe and planted it here on these shores. And now it is flourish
ing. Without their unusual mesiras nefesh and devotion, the Torah commun
ity would never have reached its present state. Every father of a ben Torah 
must take note of this fact, and appreciate its implications. He must 
recognize his debt to the past generation-a debt that is payable to the 
next generation. We must make paying this debt the basis of our agenda 
for action-seizing the opportunities of the hour to reach out and guide 
others to Torah, as others reached out and guided us. 

A Time for Creativity 
A time of upheaval-yes. And more. It is also a time for creative 

endeavors. The terribe era of tohu vavohu-void and darkness-that blan
keted the world forty years ago was followed by a period of creation, 
when G-d has willed that "there should be light." Now is the high noon of 
that era of creativity. The potential is here. But it has been left for us to 
take the initiative and ignite the torch that illuminates the way for those 
searching for Yiddishkeit-both potential baalei teshuva and those already 
knowledgeable but seeking more. 

Is there a Jew alive today who can escape an overwhelming sense of 
mission-that G-d has permitted him to survive when so many others 
have perished, so he can perform a specific task! Since time immemorial, 
the Jew has understood himself in this light-as did Yoseif, when he 
revealed himself to this brothers, saying "Do not regret having sold me 
... for G-d sent me here in your advance ... to sustain you, for a great rescue" 
IBereishis 45:5,7). A "small" act of rescue was storing up food to provide for 
starving millions. The"great" act Yoseif referred to was setting the scene 
in Egypt for Bnei Yisroel's 210 year sojourn there, making certain that 
conditions were such that they would survive and develop into a vibrant 
Kial Yisroel ... Even after having suffered so bitterly and then experienc-
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ing such personal triumph, Yoseif viewed all the vicissitudes of his life as 
merely preparatory to "G-d sent me here." 

Anyone the least bit aware of our contemporary situation surely sees 
countless opportunities for accomplishment and can discern the particu
lar mission that G-d had in mind, in selecting him for survival; so he, too, 
must participate in developing a vibrant Kio/ Yisroel. This sense of mission 
must be a guiding force in the life of each and every one of us. That is why 
"G-d sent us here." 

Paying the Debt 
One of the biggest crises facing Kini Yisroel today is the need for 

qualified personnel in Torah education (a point emphasized earlier by the 
Novominsker Rebbe, Rabbi Yaakov Perlow). This is an outgrowth of 
several other problems. First, teaching is viewed with disdain by too many 
people-including parents of highly talented young men and women with 
the potential of being great teachers. It is almost a fulfillment of the 
Prophet Amoss outcry (in the haftorah of "Vayeishev"): "I will establish your 
sons as prophets ... and you will command them, 'Do not prophesy!'" 
(Amos 2:11-12). While children strive for greater spiritual heights, their 
parents seem to fear that they will realize their goals. As the sainted 
Chofetz Chaim complained two generations ago, "Why do parents no 
longer dream that their sons develop into 'Rabbi Akiva Eigers'?" 

The low esteem accorded teachers is compounded by the sport of 
bargaining for a low tuition at the yeshivos, leaving school budgets 
impossibly strained. Both of these negative tendencies are resulting in 
discouraging young, gifted people from entering teaching, and yet the 
need for them is ever so great. Why do we no longer appreciate the 
nobility of this calling? 

When my grandfather (Rabbi Jsser Zalmen Meltzer) 'i"~T came to 
Slutzk as Rosh Yeshiva, the Rav of Slutzk was the revered Ridvaz 
(Rabbi Yaakov David Wilavsky)* author of a classic work on Talmud 
Yerusholmi, who spread Torah on a vast scale in Europe, America, and 
Eretz Yisroel. Later, as rov of Tzfas, the Ridvaz did much to help 
religious settlers of the Holy Land in their adherence to the "laws 
pertaining to the Land," particularly the laws of Shmittah. 

The Ridvaz's beginnings were relatively humble. His father, Reb 
Zev, had seemed to be an unexceptional member of the Jewish 
community of Kobrin. In one way, however, he was unusual. 
Nothing could deter him from engaging the best available me lamed to 
teach his son. Once in the middle of the winter, Reb Zev was without 
money to pay for s'chor limud (tuition). He noticed that the melamed's 
furnace was broken and offered to replace it in lieu of cash .... The 
Ridvaz said that he'll never forget that bitterly cold winter when, 
completely unknown to anyone else in the community, Reb Zev 
dismantled their own furnace and transported it, brick by brick, to 
reconstruct it in his rebbe's home, so that he might continue to benefit 
from the best melamed in town. 

*Together they founded the ye5hiva i11 5/utzk, later transferred to K/etzk by his 5on-in~law, Rabbi Aharon Koller, ?''~nand 
then to Lakewood, N.]. 
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From this sort of mesiras nefesh and unmitigated devotion to Torah study, 
a Ridvaz comes forth. 

If we take ourselves seriously-as parents of yeshiva students willing 
to strain ourselves to pay a reasonable tuition ... as parents of prospec
tive yeshiva teachers, guiding our children to careers in chinuch instead of 
computer programming or whatever ... as parents of the next generation 
of lay leaders, imbuing our children with a sense of responsibility for the 
status of Torah education-we have the power to determine the vitality 
of tomorrow's Jewish world. Tomorrow's teachers, tomorrow's princi
pals, tomorrow's lay leadership are today's yeshiva and Bais Yaakov 
students. There will be no one else to assume these positions. 

This is not an incidental, side issue to the fate of Kial Yisorel. It is a 
central issue of our time, for the era in which we live could well be 
described as "The Epoch of the Yeshiva." The phenomenal spiritual 
growth realized these past few decades can be traced directly to the 
growth of advanced yeshivas in America and Israel. And they are the 
guarantors of a better future. 

II. The Pitfalls of Compromise 
"To break off a piece and bless it is to blaspheme"-this passage from 

Tehillim (10:3) is used by Reb Meir (Sanhedrin 6b) as a point of departure to 
decry the concept of accepting "half a loaf" as an end unto itself, or 
settling for a compromise when full justice is the order of the day. To be 
sure, compromise can be useful as a temporary measure, as long as full 
realization of the ultimate goal is kept in ,mind. 

Rabbi Meir commented that botze'a-cutting into a full measure for a 
partial response-is a reference to Yehuda's argument with his brothers, 
that they refrain from killing Yoseif and instead they sell him into slavery, 
for "what do we gain Ima hetza) by killing our brother?" IBereishis 37:26). 
This argument saved Yoseif's life, but nonetheless it was not a laudable 
act. "Whoever blesses the batze'a-he who settles for less than a full 
measure-this refers to Yehuda." For had Yehuda proposed that they 
overlook their grievances against Yoseif and permit him to return home, 
this suggestion, too, would have carried the day. Indeed, immediately 
afterwards, the Torah says, "And Yehuda went down from among his 
brothers"-on which Rashi comments: "The brothers deposed Yehuda 
from his position of leadership, for they later saw their father's suffering, 
and they said, 'Had you told us to return Yoseif, we would have done so!'" 
(Bereishis 38:1). 

Now consider how ruinous Yehuda's half-way measure was, for while 
it succeeded in saving Yoseif's life, in the long run it cost Israel dearly. In 
addition to the twenty-two years of agony that Yaakov suffered, and the 
unrest Y ehuda himself was forced to endure*, Israel's millennia-long go/us 
experience is also bound with the brothers' sale of Yoseif and the enmity 
that festered among the Tribes. In fact, the time had then been ripe for 
Yehuda to assume his rightful leadership in full, inaugurating the King-

*This was a result of Yrhuda'sguarnnteeto Yaakov when taking Binyomin lo Egypt with him: "ff he does nol return I will 
sin against you all my days," and the Talmud le/ls us Iha! he was held lo these words, for et>en though Binyomin did return, 
he had /a/er suffered terribly. 
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<lorn later identified with Dovid Hamelech, ushering in the era of Moshi
ach. But he let the opportunity slip by, proposing a compromise of "ma betza" 
instead. Thus Rabbi Meir says "Whoever blesses Yehuda [for saving his 
brother] only blasphemies" (Sanhedrin 6b). 

Missing the Call of the Hour 
Resorting to half measures in a time such as ours, which is so ripe with 

opportunity, is all the more tragic. Like the era of Yoseif and his brothers, 
this too is a time for which we will have to answer to: "If only you had told 
us, we would have listened!" As then, C-d will carry out His designs 
regardless of whether we act in accordance with His plans or not. There is 
a difference how we act, however, and of course C-d knows our inten
tions; if they are full-bodied, so to speak, and correspond with His plan, it 
is to our vast benefit. If not ... let us return again to Yoseif, Yehuda, and 
their brothers to find the precedent. 

As the Midrash says, "Yaakov was in mourning, the brothers [were 
involved] in the sale of Yoseif, Reuvain donned sack cloth in repentence, 
Yehuda was seeking a wife ... and all the while, C-d in Heaven was 
preparing the light of the ultimate redemption." G-d is prepared to bring 
the ultimate redemption for mankind at one time or another. In fact, He 
would have ushered it in then and there, but only if Yehuda would take 
full initiatives, as mentioned. That did not happen. Instead, each person in 
the unfolding epic, including Yehuda, was involved in his individual 
concerns, abandoning the fate of their fellow to Providence: "If Yoseif is 
attacked by the serpents and scorpions at the bottom of the pit where we 
threw him," reasoned the brothers, "he will have earned it; for if he 
deserves to survive and is truly destined to be one of the Twelve Tribes, 
he will be spared any harm." And so did Yehuda leave Yoseif's fate in 
Egypt to Providence: "If he is worthy, C-d will direct his way through the 
mires of Egypt. We need not be worried." 

The Almighty always does find His way. But if the individual people do 
their full share, it will be to everyone's benefit. If not, G-d still fulfills His 
plan-as it says: "] know their thoughts ... says G-d"-but there is 
a difference ... a difference of millennia of suffering and golus. 

What a pity if we echo the lack of concern of Yoseif's family, ignore the 
cosmic potential of the hour, and instead involve ourselves in our petty, 
selfish concerns! Truly, every man must find his particular role in 
responding to the call of the hour, and then respond to the fullest. 

III. Reviving an Old Approach to Money 
The Torah community possesses sufficient financial resources to meet 

the educational needs of Kial Yisroelwithout outside help. This resource is 
not fully developed because people fail to view their possessions from a 
proper perspective. For rectifying this, I would recommend a practice 
regarding ma'aser that my sainted grandfather (the Even Ha'eze/) had 
assumed, which could well serve as a model of conduct for virtually all of 
us. 

Everyone is aware of the obligation of ma'aser-to set aside at least a 
tenth, but as much as a fifth, of one's possessions and earnings for 
tzeddaka. Every individual must consult his own rav to determine precisely 
which proportion (10% or 20%) applies to his situation. My grandfather 
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did not wait for a worthy cause to come knocking before separating the 
ma'aser portion of his funds, Nor did he postpone such action until "later" 
when he would have an opportunity to set up trust funds or to devise 
some intricate plans to derive maximum tax benefits from his charity, as 
is the common practice today, (To establish a trust fund "to permit the 
children to give more generously" sidesteps each individual's obligation to 
give on his own. To tie up funds in investments, with the intention of 
"giving much more ... later," flies in the face of the Torah's assurance 
that the giving of tzeddaka is the best means of insuring an increased 
income. This practice also ignores the cries of "the poor man who is 
present, begging at the doorstep"-K1a1 Yisroel and its many insistent 
needs.) 

My grandfather would set aside the ma'aser portion immediately upon 
receipt of his salary, or as soon as he realized earnings from some other 
source. This money is no/ his, he reckoned, l1u/ G-d's. He was only invested 
with lavas hana'a (custodial powers), to determine where the money should 
be given; but ii was no/ his money that he was disbursing. How different one's 
feelings are when paying out public funds from when one is forced to part 
with "his own" hard-earned money-especially when time and again 
people call and "annoy" a person to give for this or that cause! How much 
better off our many ailing tzeddaka institutions would be if they would be 
dealing with donors who view themselves as merely controlling tzeddaka 
funds (like my grandfather's ma'aser account), instead of being asked to 
part with their own monies! 

Indeed, this was the situation with the prototype of ma'aser: As soon as a 
crop harvest was completed in Erelz Y.isroel, the owner was required to 
separate /eruma and ma'aser from the rest of the crops. At that moment, the 
separated portion become the property of Leviim and Kohanim at large. The 
farmer still retained lavas hana'a, the right to select which kohein would 
receive the teruma, which Levi the ma'aser-but nothing more than that. 

Our conduct should be the same when we deal with our ma'aser kesafim, 
tithing our personal funds: separate the tenth/fifth as the income is 
realized; understand it as money belonging to Kial Yisroel: and then exer
cise the tovas hana'a judiciously, It would no longer be necessary for Roshei 
Yeshiva to knock on doors to beg for financial support, And would-be 
contributors would no longer feel beleaguered, pressured, or hounded. On 
the contrary, the contributor-cum-custodian of public funds would then 
take the initiative to find worthy recipients of the funds he has been 
entrusted with. 

Were this practice followed, our yeshivas and girls schools, Agudath 
Israel-truly the spokesman and representative of Kial Yisroel-our kiruv 
projects, and our crisis-ridden Chinuch Atzmai Torah School system 
would not be under such terrible threat, (Parenthetically, I've heard 
people shrug off Chinuch Atzmai's current financial crisis, pointing to the 
large sums it receives from the Israeli government. First of all, this 
stipend has suffered severe cutbacks and must be replenished from 
somewhere, Moreover, stop and think: "If the government were not 
funding Chinuch Atzmai to the degree that you think it does, we would 
not dare allow Chinuch Atzmai to fa!L But would you be there instead, 
ready to pick up the government's share?" That is precisely what has 
happened today: The funding has been drastically reduced, and Chinuch 
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Atzmai's major programs are in jeopardy. We cannot rely on Providential 
mercy. "It is not in the Heavens," but within the province of each and 
every Jew to step in-and contribute far more than in the past.) 

Misplaced Priorities 
Another cause of the financial crises our institutions are currently 

undergoing is our personal misappropriation of funds. People use vast 
sums of money for indulgences or vanities of little duration. The classic 
case of a short-lived source of pleasure is the kikoyon shel Yonoh-the vine 
that grew over the Prophet Yonah's head, and sheltered him from the 
blazing sun, until it shriveled up and died at the conclusion of its one day 
of existence. Kiknyon she/ Yonoh has come to symbolize all such ephemera. 
How less useful are the floral decorations that have become de riguer at all 
Jewish celebrations-offering their show of luxurious color for a few 
hours, only to wilt and fade away as the evening passes. They are of even 
less value than the kikoyon, however, for at least that vine sheltered the 
prophet for the single day of its existence. No such merit can be ascribed 
to lavish floral pieces. How much more purposeful would be the monies 
they represent if instead they were used for some deserving tzeddako, 
where their benefit would be everlasting! 

This is just one aspect of the tens of thousands of dollars lavished on 
ostentatious frills and luxuries, while the eternal glory of Kio/ Yisroel-its 
Torah institutions-are threatened for lack of funds. 

We must rediscover our sense of mission, our singular role in acting out 
this mission, and embark on full-measure steps. We must use the funds 
entrusted with us judiciously, separate mo'aser with a spirit of generosity, 
while holding the reins on foolish, ostentatious spending. In this way, we 
will perhaps prove ourselves equal to the countless opportunities open to 
us today. · ~ 

AN UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY 
A young fllOther'OI nine children,:fro:tn a_ hi$hly 

iespected-farni\y, who- in recent'years lo_st_both-her 
husband a_nd -a youfl.g son,- has· no"' pils_s __ e~ ·aw_ay: 
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their ·1irne- of need:· 

Hundreds of Jewish Observer readers have ~·;:i. taken the time and effort to 
assist the most unfortunate family described here. Many of you felt com· 
pelled to help merely because of the tremendous tragedy; others donated 
because of the many Gedo/ei Yisroel who permitted their names to be used 
in order to help this family. Your contributions in the past have enabled us to 
establish a fund that provides basic living expenses, within the past several 
months, two of these yesomim ?"-,have become engaged to be married 
u"ivv;;i 
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We now have the rare opportunity of participating in the great mitzvah of 
Hachnosas Kallah of children who will walk to the Chupah with neither 
father nor mother at their side. Any donation is appreciated. but perhaps you 
would consider a donation equal to a wedding gift, so that they can look 
forward to their wedding day when they start life anew. 

Your tax-deductible contribution can be mailed to: 

MIFAL TZEDUKAH V'CHESED 
c/o Yonoson Israel, 1680-59th Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 

You can discuss this with us at 212·2361666 
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The Jewish religious calendar contains a 
kaleidiscope of intellectual and emotional 

stimuli - from the solemnity of the Days of 
Awe with their introspective fasting and shofar 
call of repentance to the merriment and in
dulgence of Purim; from the freedom and vicar
ious deliverance of the Passover Seder to the 
tearful elegies of Tisha B'Av when destruction, 
exile, and 2,000 years of accumulated tragedy 
are recalled. 

All year long, the Jew travels within his calen
dar, reliving its history and re-absorbing its 
messages. From the Talmud to modern-day re
ligious thinkers, the great minds of Judaism 
have interpreted the motifs of the festivals to 
reflect the needs and aspirations of the Jew. For 
hand in hand with the intricate detail of the 
commandments go the symbolism, inspiration, 
and motivation for greatness that they call forth 
in man. 

What does Passover demand of us? What 
does the Exodus mean to American Jews who 
have never felt the sting of an oppressor's lash? 
What is the relevance of Sinai in the 20th Cen
tury? Of the bamboo-covered succah to one 
who has never felt a chill at night? Of the flicker
ing Chanukah flames to one who is not 

threatened by paganism - or who is troubled 
by assimilation into a new culture that is as allur
ing as the Greek civilization of old? 

This book presents a wide variety of authors 
and approaches, selected from the pages of 
the Jewish Observer, the leading periodical of 
American Orthodoxy. The book has many parts, 
many viewpoints, many lessons, many sparks 
for independent thought and private explora
tion. In sum, they present a rounded picture of 
the greatness of the Jew as he lives with and 
within the holidays that mold his history and his 
life. 
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Marking the 1 Oth Yahrzeit of the fifth Rebbe, 
Rabbi Moshe Yechiel Epstein, 7":,n 

While Judaism knows of all types of dynasties, some 
tell special tales of holiness perpetuated and reinforced 
with the passing of time. Dynasties of kedushn-of true 
Torah holiness-reflect the paradox of continuity and 
originality, of conformity and individualism, proclaiming 
that the new has emerged with the old, adding but not 
displacing, bringing honor to the new without reducing 
the esteem of the old. 

Thus, Rabbi Yitzchok Ze'ev Soloveitchik ?"" shines 
in his own right as the Brisker Rav, while clearly the 
successor of his great father, Reb Chaim, and grand
father, Reb Yoseif Dov (author of the Beis Hn/evi). The 
Sfas Emes speaks to us with a unique voice, even as he is 
manifestly-indeed, appropriately-the natural heir of 
the Chidushei HnRim to the leadership of Cur. 

Rabbi Moshe Yechiel HaLevi Epstein, fifth in the 

Rabbi Feitman is principn/ of the Yrshit111 f\11/1/1i /«rn/1 Joseph i11 Sl11/e11 /sla11d. 
New York-. 
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chain of Torah leaders of Ozrov, was a unique gadol of 
our generation, imprinting his personal stamp on the 
thousands who were privileged to have had contact 
with him and upon the multitudes who study his monu
mental works, Aish Dns and Be'er Moshe. Yet, in his own 
mind, he was merely an unworthy successor to the truly 
great heritage of Ozrov. 

As he himself once related of his feelings during his 
youth: 

When I contemplate the greatness of my ancestors, uilw 
were also my feachers~t1s 1 consider their incredible holiness 
in the nwst frying of times, their absolute dePofion to e_--;-d, and 
the Uter111ly nriraculous events of their lives~[ am rnni nded of 
the Gernora in Sanhedrin (93a): "When Ch11n11nyn, 
Michael and Azaryn emerged unscothed from the fit'ry fur
fl/ffe, all the nations of the u1orld (11rne and smote those Jeu)s 
who hnd, in fact, u1orshipped the image set up by the king: 
'You have such a G-d, yet you worship nn irnagef' they 
dtcl11red." l, too, thought: How cnn people go about their 
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CL'eryday lives and not cleal'e unto G-d when !he miracles of 
such great lives were displayed hefore our eyes? 

Links in the Chain of Modesty 

The first rabbi of Ozrov, later known as Reb Leibush 
Hagadol (the Great), was a quiet and modest man, who 
preferred anonymity and the solitude of spiritual con
templation to the turbulent life of a Chassidic rebbe. His 
teachers-the Chozeh of Lublin, the Yid Hakadosh of Par
shysthe, and Rabbi Avrohom Yehoshua Heshel of 
Apt-prevailed upon him in 5572 (1812) to accept the 
position of rabbi of the city of Ozrov, near Apt, Poland. 
Only when his own rebbe, Rabbi Meir of Apt, passed 
away (5585/1825), did Reb Leibush reluctantly begin 
accepting Chassidim. His following grew steadily, and at 
his death in 5597 (1837), the name Ozrov had been 
embedded into the hearts of European Jewry as a 
mother-city of Tor ah in the tradition of Belz, Gur, and 
Lublin. 

The second link in the Ozrover chain was Reb Lei
bush's son, Rabbi Yechiel Chaim Epstein. After serving 
as rnv in a number of neighboring cities, Rabbi Yechiel 
Chaim eventually returned to Ozrov as both the rabbi 
and Chassidic leader. While his family's ingrained 
modesty helped obscure many of the details of Rabbi 
Yechiel Chaim's life, the people had a way of recogniz
ing his greatness in piety and character, and by the time 
of his death in 5648 (1888), he was revered throughout 
Poland and beyond. 

Reb Yechiel Moshe's son, Reb Leibush, personified 
the quality that later became a trademark of his own 
grandson, the late Ozrover Rebbe: greatness concealed 
by surface simplicity. Indeed, a short interpretation of 
Reb Leibush on the daily prayers epitomizes his ap
proach to character development: 

At the end of the Yishtabach prayer in Shacharis-the 
morning service-we say "Habocher li'shirei zimra" (He 
who chocses the songs !of Israel). "Shirai," Reh Leibush said, 
"comes from the word shirai1n-that which remains behind. 
Every prayer, every contact with G-dliness, must leave an 
indelible impression upon the soul. G-d's delight in man's 
prayer depends upon the result of the prayer itself upon that 
soul. Each prayer can provide an opportunity of scaling new 
heights and achiet'ing new understanding-all unapproach
able before prayer. This must take place within the person. 
The surface-the outside man-must remain unobtrusive 
and simple, unaffected as before." 

This was an apt description of the mode of life of Reb 
Leibush (grandfather of the late Rebbe), who passed 
away 67 years ago. 

The Father 

Rabbi Avrohom Shlomo Epstein succeeded his father 
as Admur in 5674/1914 when the "guns of August" 
signalled the outbreak of the First World War, ushering 
in a time that proved difficult for the world and devas-
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tating for the Jewish communities of Europe. It was a 
time when Klal Yisroel needed Torah leaders of vision 
and hope, whose personal courage could overflow to 
those who looked to them for solace. Forty-nine years 
old at the time of his ascendency to the position of rabbi, 
Rabbi Avrohom Shlomo brought a lifetime of Torah 
study and virtual immersion in G-dliness to the task of 
leadership. 

T y'1ical of those years ·was the sudden search and ransack~ 
ing of Jewish homes with the ostensible purpose of finding 
concealed weapons. On one of these ocu1sions, it was Rabbi 
A Prohom Shlomo's modest home that Ulas chosen for the 
"honor." The burly Russian soldiers went from the rabbi's 
house to the adjacent synagogue and continued their a5sault. 
Suddenly one of the intruders flung open the Aron Hako
desh (Holy Ark) ond was about lo rip through the Torah 
scrolls wit~ his bayonet. In Ulhaf seerned like a flash, Reh 
Avrohom Shlonw placed his frail body between the menacing 
weapon and the precious scrolls. As the blade was raised to his 
own throat, the rebbe declared, "I U)ill not allow you to touch 
the holy Torah scrolls," and, eyes gleaming and defiant, he 
glared at the astonished officer until the troop left, in1pressed 
with the ral1bi's courage. 

Ever since childhood, Reb Avrohom Shlomo consi
dered each moment of life to be a unique, precious 
opportunity for ariodas Hashe1n. Each night, before allow
ing himself the luxury of a few hours of sleep, he would 
examine every minute of the day to determine if it could 
have been better spent. If any amount of time were 
found wanting, he would cry bitterly and profusely, 
until, his pillow drenched with tears of teshuvo (repent
ance), he drifted off to sleep. 

Very often, the indifference to danger and disregard 
for personal comfort were simply due to Reb Avrohom 
Shlomo's total and absolute involvement in the rnitzva he 
was performing or the Torah he was studying. 

One Succos his family watched anxiously as Reh Avrohom 
Shlomo slept in the succa each night. Not unusual? But Reh 
Avrohom Shlomo hod broken both legs just before Yam Tov 
while placing the s'chach on the roof of the succo. 

On one of !hose Succos days during !he war, Reb Avrohom 
Shlomo entered the succa as mortar shells exploded from all 
directions. Punctuated by the staccato of rifles and the jarring 
crash of fearsome new sounds of destruction, the Rebbe raised 
his voice above the din, and with utter abandon and joy 
pronounced the blessing over the lulav and esrog. At that 
moment, as his son Rabbi Moshe Yechiel recalls, the outer 
trappings of the world were irrelevant besides the ultimate joy 
of performing one of G-d's mifzvos. 

Early one Shabbos morning during the war, the door lo 
their house flew open and a phalanx of Russian soldiers stalked 
into the house demanding "the contraband wine." The Rebbe 
patiently explained that he had no illegal wine, but lo no avail. 
The house was overturned, and when still nothing was found, 
the head of the platoon threatened to kill the Rebbe. 

Assigning an armed guard to watch over the "dangerous 
prisoner," the sergeant announced that he would return 
shortly and transport the intransigent Rebbe to headquarters 
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in Zabichust for execution. 
The entire fan1ily was panicstricken, hut Reh Avrohom 

Sh/omo remained serene. "Today is Shahbos," he reminded 
his household, and the tranquility 011 his face radiated to all 
around him, as he made his Kiddush in the majestic tones so 
familiar fo his intimates and Chassidim. 

In the meantime, his son Reh Moshe Yechie/ slipped into a 
nearby room, signalled to a passerby to come to the window, 
and instructed hin1 to inform a certain Jew who had the ear of 
the militi1ry governor of the city. . Within a short tirne, the 
military governor, who hail had occasion to he i1npressed with 
the rabbi's integrity, arrived and dismissed the guard. When 
the sergeant returned, the governor castigated him for his 
unauthorized action and asked the rabbi if ht' should he 
punished. Concerned that the ruffian not take out his revenge 
on some unsuspecting fellow Jew, Reh Avrohom Shlomo 
requested mercy for the culprit. 

A Genius Cloaked in Modesty 

On the sixth day of Teves, 5650 (1890) a son was born 
to Reb Avrohom Shlomo, and was named Moshe 
Yechiel. In his message of congratulations: the Shi
naver Rebbe-the Divrei Yechezke/-indicated that the 
boy would be a luminary to future generations. 

In his youth, Reb, Moshe Yechiel often studied Torah 
for twenty consecutive hours in a standing position, 
reflecting the age-old tradition (Sota 49a and Megilla 2la) 
that Torah be studied with awe and reverence. This 
diligence was to continue unabated for close to seventy 
years of uninterrupted Torah study. By the age of 
seventeen he knew the entire Zahar by heart, although 
in his humility, he hid this fact from his father. 

At the age of 26, while his father was still alive, Reb 
Moshe Yechiel was appointed rabbi and chief dayan 
(judge) of the city of his ancestors, Ozrov. Reb Avro
hom Shlomo had settled in Apt after the expulsion of 
1915 and could not bring himself to return to Ozrov 
even after the Russian armies had left. When he passed 
away in 1918, Reb Moshe Yechiel reluctantly accepted 
the mantle of Chassidic leadership as well. 

In 5681 (1922), although only 31 years of age, Reb 
Moshe Yechiel was appointed to an Agudath Israel 
delegation visiting America. His colleagues on the 
committee were the Gaon, Rabbi Meir Dan Plotzki, as 
well as the renowned Dr. Nathan Brinbaum and other 
venerable members of the Agudath Israel World leader
ship; nonetheless, the Gerrer Rebbe cautioned them 
"not to make any decision without consulting the Rebbe 
of Ozrov." 

Although he was developing creative thoughts in 
virtually every aspect of Torah, Reb Moshe Yechiel 
made the decision not to commit any of this thoughts to 
writing until the age of 40. Upon reaching that miles
tone, he convened a festive siyum meal for completing 

~recorded ill biogmphical writings. 
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Shas-the entire Talmud-for the tenth time. Soon the
reafter, the Rebhe completed a major halachic work on 
the Rnnzbnrn and sent it for comment and criticism to one 
of the Torah giants of Lithuania. 1'he work was some
how lost in transit and the Ozrover Rebbe savv in the 
lO<(S a heavenly sign that he not publish in the field of 
hdlfich11. From then on, he devoted his crative energies 
exclusively to works on Chumash. Torah philosophy, and 
Aggnda. He was nevertheless known among the gaonim 
of his time as a towering giant in halnchn, as \Veil. 

To Publish in Purity 

The Rebbe did not begin writing any of his monumen
tal works until the age of 40, the traditional age of 
understanding (Avos 5:21). Even then, he did not publish 
until he was 60 years old. In explanation of his reticence 
he once remarked, "In these times of moral pollution, 
the very atmosphere is contaminated and makes it diffi
cult to compose works in holiness. The preparation 
must therefore take longer, and so must the safeguards." 

Imagine the safeguards the Rebbe infused into his 
works, patiently withholding them for over fUlenfy years 
until the time he deemed right' 

Typical of the incredible care the Rebbe took in prepar
ing his works for publication is the story behind the 
financing of the first volume of his magnum opus-the 
Aish Das: 

One of the Rebbe's adrnirers and supporters from "[oronfo 
ca~ne to visit the Rebbe one day. but was not admitted. Upon 
further entreaties that he had an urgent matter to discuss, he 
entered and found the R.ebbe self~ahsorbed, preoccupied, and 
soaked in perspiration. He inquired what was wrong, and the 
Rebbe told his visitor that he ums ready to publish his first 
work and could obtain the funds, but coulil not bring himself to 
utilize money from questionable sources. The financing, too, 
would have to be pure, else what worth zDas all the holiness 
infused in/a the sefer itself? 

The visitor, greatly moved, asked the Rebbe if he would 
accept his own contribution, and the Rebbe acquiesced. And so, 
the first volume of Aish Das saw light. 

The Prolific Pen 

In view of the extraordinary care that went into each 
word that flowed from the Ozrover Rebbe's pen, his 
productivity is staggering: eleven published volumes of 
Aish Das totalling over 7,000 pages, and Beer Moshe on all 
of Chumash containing almost 5,000 pages. 

And what pages they are! 
The eye unaccustomed to the Rebbe's writings is over

whelmed by the myriad references on each page. Well 
over 100,000 quotations from Talmud, Midrash, Zohar 
and classical mussar works make each volume a veritable 
encyclopedia of Torah thought. 

The late Mashgiach of the Mirrer Yeshiva, Rabbi Hirsh 
Feldman, commented that even if the Rebbe's poor eye
sight would have allowed it, the simple time factor 
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would have made it impossible for the Rebbe to look up 
each reference before committing it to paper. This testi
fied to a phenomenal memory, backed by a lifetime of 
Torah study, which allowed him to plunge effortless 
through the fathomless depths and broad expanses of 
Torah literature to retrieve the pearls he needed for 
each subject and discourse. 

And yet, as we study the works, we sense a profound 
reason behind this torrent of citations. Jn a letter to a 
follower, the Rebbe himself, explains this special quality 
of all his works: 

"Each statement of Chaza/ (our sages) is unique. No 
two parables are exactly alike, no sentence or even word 
is ever superfluous. To the unattuned ear, the allusions 
may seem identical; to the sensitive educated listener, 
however, they complement but do not duplicate each 
other." 

The Ozrover Rebbe, like a master composer, orches
trated the myriad tones, themes and compositions of 
Chazal into a harmonious symphonic whole. The more 
we study his works, the more finely attuned becomes our 
appreciation of the majesty and mystical beauty of our 
sages' expresison ... As Rabbi Yechezkel Sama '"S\, 
the late Rosh Yeshiva of Chevron, commented,"] can
not imagine but that the angels themselves are writing 
these seforinz." 

The Rebbe provided a road map through the ages, 
charting the source and development of each sagely 
statement: "Each godoi shed fresh light upon ancient 
themes, each of them adding themselves and of them
selves to the great Torah chain. Their originality, how
ever, is steeped in tradition, the uniquiness tempered by 
the matrix of Chnznl. And it was in demonstrating the 
poetic beauty of this paradox that the Ozrover Rebbe 
excelled. Upon studying a section of Aish Dns inten
sively, the reader retains the breathtakingly panoramic 
view of the landscape of Chaw/, while gaining a new and 
intimate appreciateion of each element of the scene. 

The Three Loves 

While virtually no area of Torah is left untouched in 
the Ozrover seforim, one theme runs throughout the 
Aish Dos. As the Rehhe himself indicates on the opening 
page of every volume, the works are designed to foster 
the three loves a Jew is enjoined to embrace: Ahavns 
Hrishem, Ahnvas T ornh and Ahnvns Yisroel (love of G-d, love 
of Torah, and love of Israel). 

One example of the Torah's expression of these three 
loves is seen by the Rd1/Je in the Keruvim, the childlike 
figures atop the Holy Ark in the Mishkan-the Taber
nacle: 

"And the Keruvim nre to sprefld fheir UJings upwnrds, 
fanning a cover fo fhe kapores over the Ark, nnd their fnces 
shaii be"" lo the other." !Shemos 25:20). "The wings 
sprending upwanfs," syn1bolizing Love of C~-d; fhey "form a 
cover over the Ark" co11tni11ing the Tablets, in Love of Torah; 
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and "they fnce each other" representing Love of Israel. 
Simple words. Yet just as when Reb Chaim Brisker 

explained a passage in the Rambarn, we could not 
imagine how we had failed to see it so clearly before, so 
does the Ozrover's simplicity hide the profound beauty 
of his interpretations. 

The Gaon in Tzeddaka 

The Ozrover did not merely expound on "the three 
loves" in his writen works. His entire life expressed that 
ideal. Although he rarely explored the world beyond 
"the four ells of halacha," his heart went out to every Jew, 
no matter how simple or far from Torah. He sat as an 
honored member of the Moelzes Gedolei Ha Torah (Council 
of Torah Sages) the rabbinical policy-making body of 
Agudath lsraiel (he had been asked to be its president) at 
ease with his colleagues. At the same time, his fatherly 
love overflowed to any Jew who came to his home and 
sought his help, to the degree that-for example-he 
used to reserve an hour every day over a long period of 
time to chat with a baa/as teshuva who was experiencing 
difficulties in her personal life. 

Those who came to his humble home for help left not 
only with their spirits rejuvenated, but with material 
assistance as well. Often, the Rebbe would dole out the 
last penny in the house to the needy. Before the Rebbe 
was about to remarry, he warned his wife-to-be, "You 
should know that it is my custom to give away much
what might be considered beyond my means-to 
charity." 

One Erev Pesach during the Depression years, when the 
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Rabbi Abraham Blumenkrantz 
Torah Cassettes 

Exciting, Unedited Classroom Shiurim and live 
Lectures Designed To Further Your Understanding of 
Torah Judaism, Its Customs, Laws and Values For 
Today. 

The following Cassettes are Presently Available, 
Tape #1-15 The SuccessfulJewish Family(lS Tapes) 
Some of the Topics Discussed • Controlling One's 
Thoughts •An Optimistic View of Life• Today is Tomor
row's Foundation• Woman's Responsibility• Can Mazel 
Change? • Power of Speech 
Tape #17-21 The book of Job (5 tapes with more 
coming) 
Tape #22 Develop a Happier Marriage 
Tape #23 Koheles (l!cclesiastes) This World Is A 
Prelude For Something. 
Tape #24 Prophet: Shmuel II: 
•Hunger in Eretz Yisroel •Approach toward fellow man• 
Have rich children 
Tape #25 Prophet: Shmuel II: 
G-d demands according to the generation. What is Glatt 
Kosher? 
Tape #26 l!atlng and Blessings, Prayer for Women 
Tape #27 Birth Control, Abortion, Tay Sachs, Vom 
Kippur 
Tape #28 Jewish Morality: Dating, Wedding, Cus· 
toms, Niddah, Negiah, Yichud, Proper Thoughts. 
Additional Provocative Topics are coming soon. 
Cost of each tape $4. Discount price for 10 tapes or more 
per order $3.50. Sales tax of 8% must be added to all 
orders. AU orders must be prepaid. Allow three weeks for 
delivery. For Orders & Inquiries: 

MI:KLITEV AVROHOM _j 
clo 562 Wtllow Avenue, Cedarhurst, N.V. 11516 

Werdyger Travel, the award winning Travel Agency, help 
you plan every step of your trip; the best places to stay as 
well as the best sights to see. 
For even the most adventurous traveller, travel 
arrangements should be no adventure! 

I r 1301 - 4 7 street 
.. Brooklyn, l'l.Y. 11219 

(212) 438·5757 
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P'EYLIM 
The. movement of Bnei Torah founded by 

Hagaon Reb Aaron Kotler, Zt"I 
Cordially invit~s the Torah community 

tq participate in its 

TESTIMONIAL DINNER 
To commemorate 

30years .ofHatzala Activity 
in the Hqly Land and other world areas. 

SUNDAY EVENING 
MQCH l, 1981 / 25 .A.DAR I 5741 

atl:he 
BILTMORE HOTEL 

MADISON AVE .. AT 43rd ST. 
NEW YORK 

Guest Of Honor Wtll Be 
RABBI ELIAS KA.RP 

One of the. first musmochim of Torah 
Vodaath, Magid Shiur at Agudath Israel of 
Boro Park for 38 years and pioneer builder i 

of Beth Jacob in America. 1· 

A Special Award Will Be Presented To 

MORRIS ZAUDERER·MONSEY I 
A very.active and devoted P' eylim supporter j 

Guest Speaker Will Be I 
RABBIAVIWIAMPAM I 

Rosh YeshivacMesifta Torah Vodaath 

For information and reservations: 

P'EYLIM, 3West 16 St., 
New York. N.Y.10011989·2500 

We will meet any price! 
~owest Prices to Israel, Europe 

-;=-~ _S Lea-Com 
~,F"~· - Travel, Inc. 
5 Beekman St., NYC/ 212·962·2500 
Attention: Yeshivas, Groups, Organizations. 
Announcing: "Israel: Its Land, Its People" 

A New Slide Show on Israel 
SHOMER SHABBOS AGUDAH MEMBER 

I 

Rebbe resided in the Bronx, there was virtually no food or 
money in lhe house. With his customary serenity, the Rebbe 
reassured his Rebbetzin and their household that Hashem 
would provide. Later an old woman knocked on the door and 
told the Rebbe her tale of woe. seeking a ble55ing. As the Rebbe 
gave her his blessing nnd words of encouragement, the woman 
put a few dollars on the table. The Rebbe refused the donation: 
"Keep ii for yourself and have o Kosher and happy Pesach." 

After she left he explnined to his astonished family, "Surely 
this woman's need is a great as ours, so how can u1e take her 
few dollars?" 

G-d did come to the Rebbe's aid in the forms of an unexpected 
cheek from a wealthy follower, but (Chassidim soy) this 
incident C(luld not add to the Rebbe's trusf in Hashem, for his 
bitachon was already complete, eiw11 when there seemed no 
prosper! for hope. 

When a day had passed without an opportunity to 
help the needy, the Rebl;r would sigh softly, "My soul 
yearns to give charity-would that I were worthy to 
perform the mi!z.va.1" 

Source of Wisdom and Solace 

Wherever the Rebbe lived, his home became a haven 
for Jews of all types. Aged scholars who had come to 
discuss abstruse mystical passages waited vvith the 
needy who knew they would receive fatherly words of 
encouragement along with the means to get through 
the vveek, or even to get their businesses started. 

From 5687 (1927) until 5713 (1953), the Rebbes resi
dence \Vas in the Bronx. He later moved to Tel Aviv, 
where he became the focal point of many Torah endea
vors. Although the Chazon !sh personally implored him 
to join him in Bnei Brak, the Ozrover felt that he could 
do more for Torah and Kini Yisroel in Tel Aviv, and there 
he remained for the rest of his life. 

Even in the New York years when the Relibe would 
often spend the summer in the Catskills, his bungalow 
became a Torah center. The hill upon which he paced, 
beloved sefer in hand, was soon called "Mount Sinai" by 
all who resided in the area. Those privileged to be the 
Rebbes neighbors in the Bronx recall catching sight of the 
Rebbe's gaunt figure appearing and disappearing from 
view through the curtained windows of his apartment, 
as he studied Torah. 

Many of those former neighbors recall that they 
returned to their own sleep more peacefully, reassured 
in the knowledge that the Reb/ie was vigilantly continu
ing his holy labors for K'lal Yisrnel. 

Many Jews who knew of the Rebbes wisdom and prac
tical knowledge would refrain from going to court 
before consulting the Rehbe, at least to receive a blessing: 

After detailing the case he was ahouf fo plead in court, n 
businessman asked the R1,bhe for a lirnchn that his day in court 
Ulould go well. 

I nsfead of giving him f he requested blessing, f he Rebbe said, 
"Please r.sk your lau)yer to come see me /Jefore going lo court." 
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When the lawyer arrived, the Rebbe gaPe him point by point 
instructions on how to conduct his client's case. After the man 
won his case. he went to pay his lau1yer. The barrister replied, 
"Pay me only for the time I spent in court. I had no necessity for 
research. The Reb/ie did if all." 

"Even If He Takes Your Soul" 

The !realest tragedy of the Rebbe's own life was the 
drowning of his only son at the age of 21 in the year 
5709 (1949), From the beginning, it was clear that the 
Rebbe was worried about his son's achieving a normal 
lifespan, At his bris the Rebbe named him Alter (literally 
"old man"-a name often given to someone gravely ill), 
and added the name "Avrohom Shlomo" after his bar 
mitzva. At this festive Torah affair, when receiving 
blessings of Maze! Tov, the Rebbewas heard to whisper 
softly, 1Yl"l'.l )Y:l"'.J:l 1Y ?Nt >N1?n May it only be 
G-d's will that he remain mine!" 

In the year of his son's death, the Rebbe had left for a 
short visit to the Holy Land, expressing concern for his 
son's safety to his friends, The tragedy happened while 
the Rebbe was in Israel, and it was decided not to notify 
him until he returned, At the airport, he was met by his 
friends, the venerable Rabbeim of Boyan and Kapishnitz, 
who gently told him the crushing news, 

Those who were there will never forget the extraor
dinary self control and ultimate love of G-d the Relrbe 
exhibited in those grievous moments. The Rebhe's only 
visible reaction was the moving statement: n:inNi 
j\!J~l ?:i:i,,,1>p1?N '1 l1N "And you shall loPe !he L-rd 
your G-d with all your soul-even if He takes your soul.* My son 
was an integral part of my own soul." 

Glimpses into Greatness 

Only rarely did those around the Rebbe gain a glimpse 
into the almost heroic efforts that went into his quiet 
but world-shaking avoda. One such occasion each year 
was the Rebbe's na'anuim-the waving of the lulav during 
Halle/, For over thirty minutes, the Rebbe would labor
gracefully, mystically swaying-with profound and 
abstruse kavanos in mind. 

On Yorn Kippur, as he "fell korim," the traditional 
prostrations signifying total obeisance to G-d, there was 
no outer hint at internal turmoil. Yet, he was soaked 
with perspiration from the internal exertions, ex
hausted from storming heaven for his brethren around 
the world, 

His labors for Kial Yisroel on Yorn Kippur may be seen 
as the leitmotif of the Ozrover Rebbe's life, As one of his 
admirers put it, "The Chafetz Chaim compiled a mesechla 
(tractate) on Lashon Hara-the laws of gossip and slan
der-and the Ozrover made a mesechta of Ahavas Yisroel
the love of lsraeL" 

*Recorded in biographical writings and oft repeated by Chassidim. 
*(Berachos 54a) 
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Analyzes. 
Evaluates. 
Comments. 
Inspires. 

THE 
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Projects. 

JEWISH 
OBSERVER 
We do more 

than just observe. 
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I Subscribe, Renew or Give I 
: The Jewish Observer now and save, : 

I• One Year/$12,00 (for ten issues) I 
I• Two Years/$21,00 (a $30value) I 
I • Three Years/$28, 00 (a $45 value) I 
I (Add$! per year for overseas subscriptions) I 
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MAKE THIS YOUR SUMMER 
TO REMEMBER! 

GIRLS 17-21 
JOIN OUR SIX WEEK SUMMER TOUR 

"LIVE AND LEARN 
IN ERETZ YISROEL" 

• Enjoy an exciting, well organized, comprehensive 
program 

• Travel the length and breadth of the land with top 
notch guides 

• Gain special insight into the history of the land 
and our people 

• Live in the modern Bais Yaakov Dormitory in the 
heart of Yerushalayim 

• Nourishing freshly cooked meals on premises 
•A warn1, congenial group of girls from the United 

States, Canada, and Europe 
•An excellent, select staff 

ALL THESE ASSURE YOU THE BEST SUMMER! 
For Information and Applications Contact: 

MRS. ALIZA GRUND 
(212) 258-0709 Weekday Evenings 8-10 P.M. 

P.O. Box 369, Midwood Station, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 

Fifteen Years of Experience 
We Were The First, We Are The Best 

A Project of Beth Jacob of Jerusalem with the Cooperation of 
Bnos Agudath Israel of America. 

GLATT KOSffER 
CATERERS 

Surprise yourself how affordable are 
the /uxui-ie!> in life! /nquirie!> graciow;ly ~- II~ 
invited. cau M05he Plaut or Mm;he 
Oordon at 
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for your upcoming Simcha may we 

suggest the lavishly appointed manor, the 

festive atmosphere rlght In the heart of Brooklyn. 
Avoid the long trek to next-to-nowhere and your guests 

will love you all the way t>aCk home. 

we offer the widest selection of food and drink. Our exclusive 
4-Star •••• Smorgasbord features trad!tional Simcha staples plus 

Oriental deli ca des that make a Paradise Perfect Affair. We accommodate 

150 to 500 guests. 

The Holy Passing 
On Rosh Cliodesh Sheval, 5731 (1971), the Rebbe was in 

his room, absorbed as usual in holy and sublime matters, 
He requested a glass of tea, made the blessing, and was 
once again alone in his room. The glass shattered and 
the Rebbe's dedicated Gab/mi, Reb Yechiel Friedman, real
ized that something was wrong. He rushed into the 
Rebbe"s room, followed by the worried Reblietzin. The Rebbe 
was standing, but had apparently had a stroke: he was 
totally motionless and could not speak. Some time later, 
in the hospital, the ostensibly paralyzed Rebbe was seen 
to calmly straighten his peyos, stroke them into his beard 
and close his eyes. He then passed away, as if-in the 
Talmud's expression-by a Heavenly kiss 

The drink of tea follows the tale told of many gedo/im, 
especially among Chassidus who pronounce the "Shehako/" 
blessing-"All is in existence by His word"-imme
diately before their passing. The smoothing of the peyos 
and beard, too, has been seen in the last moments of the 
lives of great sages. 

The Legacy 
The Ozrover Rebbe left a dual legacy, unfortunately 
rare in recent times. His dynasty lives on, in the person 
of his dedicated grandson, Rabbi Tanchum Becker, who 
heads the Kolle! Aish Das in Tel Aviv, which is dedicated 
to the perpetuation of the Rebbe's works. And the Rebbe 
himself lives on in the thousands of pages of Aish Das 
and Be'er Moshe, continuing to illuminate to new genera
tions of Jews every corner of rabbinic literature, and 
perpetuating the three loves he deemed so important. In 
increasing our love of G-d, our love of Torah, and our love 
of our fellows, we too keep the Rebbe of Ozrov alive. 

Also listen to our Thursday Program 6,00-6JO on WHBI FM 105.9 

The Jewish Observer I January, 1981 



~.· 

r-----------An Ozrover Sampler----------
(I) If one studies carefully the passages concern

ing the creation of the world, one finds the word 
ernes-truth- hidden in the last letters of certain 
words. The word emes appears in this way six times 
to teach us that Hashem implanted truth into each 
of the Six Days of Creation. Why is there no 
seventh ernes corresponding to the day of Shabbos? 
This teaches us that Shabbos itself is truth and 
needs no implantation from outside (Be'er Moshe 
1:238). 

(2) And Avrohom said, "My L-rd, if I have found 
favor in your eyes, do not pass from upon your 
servant" (Bereishis 18:3). The Gemora IShabbos l27a) 
derives from here that taking care of guests is 
even greater than greeting the Shechina (G-d's 
presence). Surely, it is difficult to understand how 
any activity whatsoever could be greater than 
receiving the Divine Presence. The answer may be 
found in the Shalah's explanation of the mitzva of 
Hachnosas Orchhn-receiving guests: 

The essence of this milwa, says the Sha/ah, is that 
of following in G-d's ways. For are we not all 
guests in G-d's world? Were He for a moment to 
forsake His guests, there would be no world (G-d 
forbid). For this reason, welcoming mortal guests 
leads to humility, for we instantly realize that all 
are equally guests before the L-rd. Personally wel
coming the Shechina could lead to arrogance and 
must therefore yield to Hachnosas Orchim IBe'er 
Moshe, 1:484). 

(3) And she said, "This time I shall thank the 
L-rd and she [Leah) ceased to give birth" (Bereishis 
30:35). The Rebbe of Lublin explained that Leah's 
declaration of "this time I shall thank the L-rd" was 
the cause for her to stop having children after 
naming Yehuda. The Matriarchs-Sarah, Rivka, 
Rachel and Leah-were on such a high level of 
holiness that they were expected to give thanks to 
G-d not only for favors past but even for those 
they trusted would occur in the future. Their atti
tude is reflected in the Birkas Hamazon-the bless
ing after a meal: "He has been good to us, He is 

Under.the supervision of K'hal Adath Jeshurun, 
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good to us, He will be good to us." We therefore 
see that we must thank G-d, on faith, for the 
future. Leah had limited her gratitude to favors 
past. 

This faith in the future is indicated in the Mishna 
IBerachos 54ah "One should give thanks for the past 
and cry to G-d concerning the future." The true 
believer in G-d already sees the salvation of the 
future in the prayer of today and so his cry for the 
future goes hand in hand with the gratitude for 
the past. Indeed, on Pesach at the sederwe proclaim 
this aloud: "Who had redeemed us and redeemed 
our ancestors in Egypt ... so should G-d help us to 
arrive at other such joyous days ... and we will 
sing to you a new song for our deliverance"-a 
deliverance yet to be realized! In our state of spir
itual elevation of Pesach night, we already sing in 
appreciation of future benevolence. 

(4) The most important element in tzeddaka
charity-is the attitude with which it is given. As 
the Sefer Yerairn teaches, it is essential not to make 
the poor feel downtrodden when they accept the 
charity, but to encourage and uplift them. In this 
way, we can understand the words of the Gemora, 
"As you have vowed unto the L-rd your G-d, 
which you promised "with your mouth" (Devarirn 
23:341. 'With your mouth' refers to /zeddaka" !Rosh 
Hashana 6aJ. Tosfos explains that with your mouth' 
refers to lzedflaka in line with the words of the 
Prophet: "The word is gone forth from my mouth 
in tzeddaka-righteousness." 

How does the Gemora prove from there that 
"your mouth'' refers to charity? Furthermore, 
what is Tosfos's proof? Surely, the passage in 
Yeshaya cited by Tosfos is spoken by G-d, and char
ity is given by man! 

The answer is that true charity depends upon 
the mouth as much as the pocketbook. This is 
demonstrated in the passage from Yeshaya. In 
addition, it indicates that charity given properly 
elicits a like response from Above, and brings the 
blessings of Divine charity to the donor. !.T. 
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CONSIDERING 
COMPUTER PROGRAMMING? 

WHY NOT THE BEST? 

5 Beekman Street, Suite 700, New York, N.Y. 10038 
Ucenaed by rite New York Stote lducatlon Deportmenf 

The Jewish Observer I January, 1981 



ON PROGRESS 
By Baila Susholz 

Asking those who saddle life, 
and pull the reins of time 
who kick their stubborn fate, 
to gallop into progress; 

Have you reached the shore 
of your desire? 
Or has life, but saddled you, 
and led you into crooked roads, 
to further the goal 
of your ambition; 
Meeting resignation's eye 
to see, you have but ridden 
round yourself, 
once more to face 
the face of longing; 

While we in stillness sit, 
yet ride into ourselves 
driving our powers, 
to plant the seed of faith, 
which grows worlds only progress .. 

MUNDANE 
When our silvery mind, 

has forgotten, 
to receive the shine, 
from on high 
for the dust of mundaneness 
has settled on it; 

Hashem, with grace, 
give us the polish of wisdom 
so that we may take 
the rags of daily conflict, 
and wipe the tarnish off, 

So our mind, 
can once again reflect, 
the light of above. 

Mrs. Susholz has been teaching Judrlic subjects in girls' high school and semi
nary for lwen/y years. Her poetry has been published in these pages as well as in 
other m11gazines. 
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ArtScroll's Newest Best Seller ••• 

Blrcas haChammah/The Blessing of the Sun 
It hasn't been recited since l 953 
and after this year it won't be 
recited again until 2009. This is the 
year - April 8, 1981 - of Blrcas 
ha Cham mah. 

What is it? Why is it so rare? Why 
must it always be recited on a 
Wednesday morning? Why did 
the Sages ordain it even though 
they knew it was based on an inac
curate astronomical calculation? 
How is it reminiscent of the fact 
and the purpose of Creation? 

Jn a major work of scholarship. 
halachah. and hashkafah/per
spective, ArtScroll illuminates all 
facets of this little known but ex· 
ceedingly meaningful observance. 

The prayers are translated and 
explained and the laws of the ritual 
are set forth with clarity and in 
detail. 

thousands of Jews on a Wednes
day morning in April to gaze at the 
sun - but you'll see it with un

You will surely join scores of imagined clarity after you've read 

Blrcas haChammah 
by Rabbi j. David Bleich 

Overviews by Rabbi Nosson Scherman 

160 pages hardcover $895 
paperback $5 95 

Available <'It better Hebrew bookstores or direct from publi~her 

Mesorah Publications, Ltd, 
1969 Coney Island Avenue/Brooklyn. N.Y. 11223/(212) 339-1700 

AJI dired mail orders: add 90li: per order for posl;ige & handlif'lg plus applicable sales ta¥ 

NOBODY BEATS 
OUR DEALS! 

Israel from $599. 
* Lowest Student Rates. * Best Group Fares. * Year.Round Tours. 

* Least Expensive Fares to all Destinations. 

BUD~ Travel Associates 
420 Mad;soo A,e .. New YNk. N.Y. 10017 (212) 223-0484 

The only Orthodox English Yiddish weekly in 
the world presenting the authentic 

Torah viewpoint 

JfWI·-· · IBUNE 
' > 

Organ o " o leh Orthodoxy 

97, Stamford Hill, London, N. 16, England 
Annual subscription Airmail $35. Surface mail, $25.00 

Write now for your free sample copy 
Published by Agudath Israel of Great Britain 
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Hillel Goldberg 

A Walk in the Rain 
An elderly man from Bnei Brak 

attended a funeral. It was pouring 
rain. Still, he accompanied the body 
to the cemetery on foot, as is the 
custom in Israel, and by foot he 
returned to his yeshiva. He was 
drenched, soaked to the bone. His 
students asked him: "Why did you 
go all the way to the cemetery? 
Why not just to the funeral ser
vice? Why did you not at least take 
a taxi?" 

The old man replied that in 
Europe, when he was a young stu
dent, he did not study in a yeshiva. 
There was no opportunity. He was 
educated in a small sl1u/, studying 
morning to night, and sleeping 
there too. There was no dormitory 

Rabbi Goldberg, a 1rnlire of Denver, fraches 
Jewish Studies in the ]rrusnlem Torah College and is 
an Isrne/ Correspondent for the Denl'er Inter* 
mountain Jewish News, in which this nrticle 
first avpenred. 

. <-.:-,· -___ -:-_. -,. -. 

and he was away from home. Often 
there was no food. One was lucky 
to obtain bread or occasionally to 
be invited to eat with a family in 
the town. 

But the worst of the suffering 
was the cold, the unremitting, 
merciless cold. During the day, the 
old man related, he could occupy 
himself with his studies; they took 
his mind off the cold. But at night? 
It was freezing, and there was no 
bed; only the wooden bench on 
which he studied. The poverty was 
extreme. He was lucky to be able to 
obtain a change of clothing once a 
month. There was a small oven in 
the shu/, but it did not emit much 
heat. And he did not force himself 
close to it. Like most of the others, 
he froze. 

One night a man brought him a 
jacket. He could wrap himself in it 

and keep warm as he slept. He 
found a small measure of comfort 
and studied with greater concen
tration during the day. It was this 
man who brought him the coat
the old resident of Bnei Brak con
cluded-whose funeral he had just 
attended. He wanted tog et wet, to 
relive, to remember the old condi
tions, and the kindness, which the 
man did for him. 

The man's merit was greater 
than he could have known at the 
time, for the young student grew 
to great stature in his studies. he 
was Rabbi Elazer M. Schach, now 
one of the leading talmudic scho
lars and yeshiva deans in the world, 
head of the renowned Ponevezh 
yeshiva in Bnei Brak. !..T. 

Reprinted from the 
(Denver) lnterrnountain Jewish News 

For This Coming 
Pesach - 1981 
at the Fabulous <; • '•~Cl~· ·_ ,.M~li~1, 1~~1 ~~~ ..... 

BELFl0R 

···-·>i<" )\~~~~.~~~gtei•·········-···c 
·:o• tor AQ~Cl~•tl;l·J.sro~ .. o~~meriq:;ls 
i i ;>.o~tn.onn1,,1oloion.erQt._. _. _ .. _-.-· 
· ·.··Ne~Y:~~'s.rWolooi:t~J\sr:pri() Hgr,el 

mdition @),GLATT 
There's no "Fiddler on our Roof," but within 
Lebowitz' there is a symphony of superb service, ~ 
gracious hospitality, excellent cuisine and distinctive "'ii,; 

entertainment that has appealed to discriminating 1 
Orthodox Jewry for 65 years. 

'Passover 
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~~ South Fallsburg 

Yes! By Popular Demand by our so many satisfied 
customers. We the Zucker family of Glen Wild Hotel 
pioneers in Glatt Kosher & Cholov Yisroel catering 
for 30 years, have rented for a second Pesach. 

The Most Beautiful Lavish Bel-Fiore Hotel 
Featuring For You: 

• LuxuryAccommodations 
• Spacious Guestrooms 
• All Private Baths 
• Carpeted Throughout 
• All Stearn Heated 
• Supervised Day Camp 
• Entef!ainment 

Chol Hamoed 
•All Spotts• Tennis 
• Basketball• Hand Ball 

• Miniature Golf 
•Saunas 
•Bocci 
• Most Beautiful Indoor 

Pool, Olympic Sized 
• Finest in Gourmet Cuisine 
• Only Glatt Kosher & 

Cho/ou Yisroei 
• Fan1ous for finest 

c/ientele with a heimishe 
atmosphere 

Reserve On Time! For The Best Pesach In Your Lifetime! 

Call Mr. Zucker (212) 849-0981 or write 
Zucker's Glen Wild Hotel 
Glen Wild, N.Y. 12738 
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NEW FOR 1Y81 

Williamsburg Y - Boro Park Y 

SUMMER DAY CAMPS 
Camp Director-Ellie Kastel 

• YESHIVA CHILDREN Agess•;,-10 
(located on the Kaufmann Campgrounds in Staten Island) 

• NURSERY Ages 3-5 (at PS 105 in Bora Park) 

• TWEEN CAMP Ages 10-13(attheBo,oParkY) 

• CITPROGRAMtor1•yea,01ds 

OPEN HOUSE and REGISTRATION 
EVERY SUNDAY 11-3 PM STARTING JAN. 25th 

AT THE BORO PARKY ONLY! 
--------
• SLEEPAWAYIDAY CAMP OPTIONS 
• 4 and 8 WEEK SESSIONS-SMALL GROUPS 
• FREE TRANSPORTATION, lunchesandsnacks 

• FULL PROGRAM. . arts and crafts, singing, hiking, folk 
dancing, pioneering, cookouts and trips 

• SWIMMING daily supelVised by Red Cross instructors 

• LEARNING and davening daily in all camps 

• STAFF are Yeshiva-educated, mature and experienced 
(staff positions are still available) 

c~~~-438~59211~; f;~e b;~~h~;~ 
Soro Park Y, 4912-14th Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Where we provide a 12 month service to our memberS! 
Ask for our NEW program brochure of activities for au ages 

Member agencies of the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of N.Y. 

A Luxurious Hotel in the 
Heart of Boro Park 

E\'erv studio or suite 
has a kitchen and lots 
of modern conveniences. 

Enjov a moderatelv~ 
price'd breakfast ir{ 
the hotel Breakfast 
Room. We're near the 

? "ubvvay, shops, restau
rants and synagogues 
and onlv thirtv minutes 
from M;nhattan. 

/paJ,Ytkw Ytk/ 
1206-48rh Srreer 

[)rooklyn. New York 11219 
(212) 871-8100 

Call or write for free brochure 
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ffie1te ~he come~! 
all the waY 

fro!U 
Jerusalem 

to your 
bookstore 

Savta Sim cha & the Incredible Shabbos Bag 
She may not really be anyone's savta (grand
mother), but she definitely is overflowing with 
simcha and mitzvos, and her incredible Shab
bos bag is bursting with whacky surprises! 

You (and the children) won't want to miss a 
single one of this Savta's madcap adventures. 
as you laugh your way from cover to cover. 

For all Jewish children-and adults 
who are still young at heart! 

Beautifully illustrated in full color 

Hardcover * 84 pages * $6.95 

-- -,""' 
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quit school, only one year before 
graduation.) Well, the principal 
realized how hard it was for my 
beloved father to come to him and 
immediately granted his request. 
That day was one of the very few 
days that l saw my father cry. 

Scholarship or 
Charity 

dot. This became especially hard 
after Hitler had come into power 
and my dear father's formerly sub
stantial income had melted down 
considerably because his patrons 
were afraid to deal with a Jew. We 
were trying to hide our shortage of 
money from everybody as much as 
possible. We began to sell sterling 
silverware, rugs, our piano, our 
safe-but l still was paying tuition 
in full. We rented 5 of our 9 rooms, 
leaving us with 4 rooms, but tui
tion still had to be paid. At last, 
when in spite of all our thrift we just 
could not make it any longer, my 
beloved father went to the princi
pal of our High School and told him 
that we were unable to meet our 
tuition obligation. (Until we came 
to this decision, we were wonder
ing whether l should not rather 

On the other hand, or rather, 
the other side, my saintly mother
in-law believed in similar princi
ples. The children were given one 
day old bread (which was quite 
hard because in those days preser
vatives were not put into food), 
but tuition had to be paid. My 
mother-in-law would rush to the 
Yeshiva of her children during 
Jurich time to help with the lunch
es; and she would "make" over 
ninety annual members for Yeshi
vas Rabbi Chaim Berlin to further 
help the Yeshivas of her children. 

Dr. Fryshman's excellent article 
awoke some of my Teen-age 
memories. My beloved father al
ways paid tuition in full and on the 
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IS RAEL 
Burials and American Disinterments 

F1NT'i1NIV :'ll:l':>iV 
announces that RIVERSIDE conrn-ues tc be r~e on'y 1.ce~sed 

funeral cirector ,n !he U S ab1e tc effect 

Transfer to Israel within the same day 

And all Cemeteries In Israel 
R!VERS1DE aiso is availab1e as the 

Sole agent for Sanhadrea Cemetery 
RIVERSIDE on1y can offer this service 

Enroute to Israel within the same day 
• Strict adherence to Halacna and M1nhag1m 

• Arrangmen!s made during l1fet1me w1fh rio obl1gat1on 
• Chape! secu•ed 1n any community 

RIVERSIDE 
Memorial Chapel. Inc Funeral Directors 

MANHATTAN 
180 West 76th 51 (a1 Amste1oam Ave 1 NY NY 1 EN 2-6600 

BROOKLYN 310 Coney Island Ave !Ocean Parkway 
at Prospect Park). Brookiyn. NY 1 UL. 4-2000 

BRONX. 1963 Grand Concourse (at 179th s: 1 Bronx.NY / LU 3-6300 
FAA ROCKAWAY 12-50 Central Ave Far Rockaway N v I FA 7-7100 

And The Westchester Rrvers•de Memor,al Chapel, Inc 
21 West Broad S!reet. M1 Vernon. NY I (914) MO 4- 6800 

Chapels in M1am•. M1arn1 Beach. Hollywood, Sunr•se. F1oriaa 
Carl Grossberg I Anarew F1er r Solomon Shou!son 

For generations a symbol of Jewish T radttion 

this ~lication 
is available in 
microfor111 

-----------Please send me additional information. 
University Microfilms International 
300 North Zeeb Road 
Dept. P.R. 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106 
U.S.A. 

18 Bedford Row 
Dept. P.R. 
London, WC1 R 4EJ 
England 

Name~~~~~~~--~~~~---~~

lnstitution 
Street. ________ . ________ _ 
City ______________ _ 

State~-------~~- ZiP-~---

The Jewish Observer I January, 1981 



She would save coupons in cereal 
boxes and redeem them for silver 
spoons as presents for the Rebbes 
of her children. Oh yes, at home 

Mishnayos: The Miss
ing Certificate 

P D'"' '>l''> ""'' '>'>O lUC"'O '"'° O'>>O 'I••''"' '>'> '"0 k0>' 0'0" l'>"" 

-"'"'" ,.,., '"'" 0'''' '"'" """" ,,,,,. """ """" "'"' "" """"" ""'' 

money was scarce, 50 scarce that Avi Shulman's article on the study 
she would sew handkerchiefs for of Mishnauos(" A Course of Study for 
her children from flour bags-but Young a~d Old," JO, Dec. 1980) 
the Yeshiva came first, second, and referred to a certificate awarded to 

w 
D"o':l1 i:>'rm;i'J • ;1n':l? ;i:i1 

1nin:itm 1xi n:ior.:i 

last. Now, they say: show me a students of Yeshiva of Spring Valley 
great man and I will show you a upon completion of their first rne- nix':loJ nix-1? >l:ll'W xw, i<>l' 

?x ?'nr.i 1"' .;iwrrp;i nn,1n:.i 
S'n 

'""'""'' 

great mother. What do you say?~';; sechta of Mishnayos. The article said 
"as shown at left." "At left" hap-

(The writer of the above Postscript is pened to have been off the page. We .... .,.=======-"4""' '"' o'" 

wife nnd sisfer-in-lnu1 of u1idely admired herewith show a facsimile of the "'"" """"' ,,~,,, ,.,,., '~·· '"' """ """' "'°" or>o '"'""~ "'~" ""'" _,,,, 

f~i-g_ur_es_in_T_or_a_h_e_d"_'_"_tio_n_.J _______ c_e_rt_if_ic_a_t_e_(s_h.....,own ). ~----~!.1~. _ _.:'=" ="""=':::"''"="='""="=""="':::·"'="="''="="'"="'=""="="'="'="'·'="='°'=""="'=""=';"" 

::::::t:.:·::::;:::. :;::::::::~:-:::: :~ ;:_~::::;~--~:-~:::::;_:, 

ANI-MAAMIN 
Anti-Missionary Radio Program 

Listen in every Wednesday to the P'Dus Series 
on WEVD (AM) at 10:00 AM 

Thousands of missionaries roam the Holy 
Land. Their goal: the conversion of as many 
Jewish people as possible. Help the P'Dus 
volunteers in Eretz Yisroel. 

Stop Shmad now! 

Some of our guest speakers: 
Rabbi Joseph Grunblatt, 

Queens Jewish Center 
Rabbi David Singer, Cong. Anshei Sfard 
Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, 

Translator of Me'am Loez Series 
Rabbi Mendel Epstein, 

Dean, Beth Jacob of Flatbush 
Rabbi Baruch Taub, Director NCSY 
Rabbi Shlomo Teichman, 

Dean, Bais Yaakou Academy 
Rabbi David Hollander, 

Hebrew Alliance of Brighton 

Send your contributions to: 
P'Dus 

Anti Missionary Organization in Israel 
1133 Broadway, Room 426 

New York, NY 10010 

Tel (212) 620-0285 

Supported by Leading Rabbonim in 
Eretz Yisroel and America 
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HA VE YOU EVER ASKED 
YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS 

HAPPY with your present knowledge 
of Judaism? 
SEARCHING for a place to continue 
your Jewish studies on your own 
level? 
RETURNING from study in Israel and 

____ need some help in getting settled? 
INTERESTED in participating in a ARE 

YOU 
unique Shabbos experience at a beau· 
tiful rural area less than one hour 
from New York City? 
LOOKING for a Chavrusa with whom 
you can spend a few hours a week 
learning Torah? 
WONDERING where you can borrow 
books of interest on various Jewish 
topics? 
WAITING to talk to someone about 
your Jewish future? 

If your answer is yes to any of the above ques
tions, please call or write to us now. We can help 
you! 

Chizuk-The Torah Link 
Five Beekman Street, New York, N.Y. 10038 

(212) 791-1848 
Chizuk - The Torah Link is an agency of the 

Agudath Israel World Organization· 

Be sure to notify us in ad· 
vance so that your copies 
will continue to reach you. 

The U.S. Postal Service will 
not forward magazines to 
your new address. 

43 



' 

Letters to rhc Fdft,>r Objects to "Memo" 

To the Editor: 

Plaudits for the "Memo" 

To the Editor: 
Yasher Kooch to Rabbi Elkanah 

Schwartz for his wonderful piece 
"To an Unidentified Public Relations 
Agency." Rabbi Schwartz really says 
it the way it is-the confusion in 
the minds of some Jews and Jewish 
organizations between authentic ex
pressions of Jewishness and public 

relations and the numbers game of 
"media events." It was an inspired 
piece revealing a clear eye and a 
Yiddishah neshumn. 

I read "Memo: To An Unidentified 
Public Relations Agency" which con
cerns the World Gathering of Jew
ish Holocaust Survivors, by Rabbi 
Elkanah Schwartz with a great deal 
of sadness. To begin with, there is 
no public relations agency. We can't 
afford it. Therefore, I must assume 
the memorandum is addressed to 
us, survivors of the holocaust, who 
are organizing the "World Gather
ing." This is the first, and in view of 
the ages of most of us, the last time 
an event of this kind will be held. We 
are a group of volunteers from some 
18 countries around the world who 
have two things in common. We are 
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Cordially, 
RABBI IRWIN M. BLANK 
Director, Co1nmission on 
Adult Jewish Education 
B'nni B'rith International 
Washington, D. C. 

To 
Koll el 

Yungeleit 
The Minneapolis Mini-Kolle! program
providing four kollel yungeleit the 
opportunity to teach and continue 
their own learning and shteiging
has proven so successful that several 
other cities are interested in the same 
concept. We are ready to meet kollel 
yungeleit to discuss the opportu
nities. 

Please call: 
Avi Shulman, Torah Umesorah 

212-674-6700 

;:;,.;,. __ 

Rabbi M. Weissman 

The 
Midrash 
Says 
~~~~r~~~r~rrrrr~~ 

Vol. I The Book of Beraishis 
Vol. II The Book of Sh 'mos, with illustrations 
of Mishkan/ Tabernacle. 

The Midrash series presents the eternal wisdom of 
our holy sages in the form of an interesting and 
flowing narrative. A wide range of Aggadic sources 
drawn from the Talmud and Midrash was woven into 
an inspiring and informative account of the weekly 
Torah-readings. Chapter after chapter vividly depicts 
to the reader Torah-topics of fundamental interest, 
such as: 

• Why Yitzchak displayed affection towards Aisav. 
• What motivated Yaakov's sons to sell their brother 

Yosaif (The Book ofBeraishis/Genesis) 
• Why Hashem revealed Himself to Moshe in a burn

ing bush. 
• The Sin of the Golden Calf (The Book of 

Sh' mos/ Exodus). 

Enjoyable to read and lucidly presented, the first two 
volumes were enthusiastically received. 

Available in all Hebrew bookstores 
or contact: 

Benei Yakov Publications 
1742 E. 7 St., Brooklyn, NY 11223 (212) 376-5903 
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Jews and survivors of the holocaust. 
We experienced Auschwitz, Buchen
wald, and all the other camps; we 
were partisans; we lived in ghettos, 
in hiding-and we survived. What 
we are trying to do is very simple. 
We will meet in Israel-thousands 
of us from all over the world-and, 
in a most dignified and meaningful 
manner, pay tribute to those who 
did not survive, celebrate our survi
val and the survival of the Jewish 
people. We will show our support 
for the State of Israel which was 
built out of the ashes of our families. 

I don't even want to dignify Rabbi 
Schwartz's comments about gim
mics nor his statement that it will 
"probably make a lot of bread for all 
involved." We are all paying for our 
own trips. Many of us have put up 
our own money to organize the 
Gathering. Despite all of this, we 
are going to have a deficit, but hope
fully will find a way to meet it. 

Rabbi Schwartz takes apart every 
aspect of our brochure and\ mocks it. 
I must say I feel sorry for Rabbi 
Schwartz and would not have ex
pected this from an individual who, 
as his background indicates, led 
Youth groups on a Holocaust Study 
tour of Europe several years ago. 

The Gathering is open to all Jew
ish survivors, Orthodox, Conserva
tive, and Reform. There will be 
appropriate religious services, as 
there should be. 

We plan to visit the Kibbutzim 
built by the survivors as well as 
some of the Yeshivoth founded by 
survivors. 

Please tell Rabbi Schwartz that 
the last thing we need is his sarcasm. 
What we would have hoped, was for 
him to treat this delicate subject 
with the dignity it well deserves. 

ERNEST MICHEL 
Chairnzan of 
Executive Committee 
World Gathering of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors 
New York City 

EV 7- J 750 
~"'''"':e -~r: 

i~'W?"'!'C1~~ •:;~·t:·~~-:·~:-:~· 
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Takes Offense to a"Memo" to 
Non-Existent P.R. Agency 

To the Editor: 
The Jewish Observer should be in 

the forefront to bring Jews toge
ther,not to push them apart. 

I refer to "Memo to an Unidenti
fied PR Agency," an agency which, 
in fact, does not exist. A group of 
Jews, all survivors or members of 
the second generation, came to
gether to bring together survivors 
of the holocaust and their families
affiliated and non-affiliated, obser
vant and non-observant-to docu
ment their experiences for the ar
chives at Yad Vashem (which is the 
point of our opening ceremony), to 
compile a list of survivors and their 
families to help locate lost relatives 
(as in the case of one woman I know 
who lost her daughter in 1942), and 
to provide services in other areas, as 
requested by the survivors. This is a 
gathering for survivors and their 
families. This is not a money making 
deal. In fact, everyone on the com
mittee is volunteering their time 
and money to make this event pos
sible. We are trying to fulfill an obli
gation to ourselves and our children 
that has not been undertaken by 
any other Jewish agency or or
ganization. 

The holocaust was the great equal
izer of the Jews. Therefore, the sar
castic tones used by Rabbi Elkhanah 
Schwartz, to imply that we are using 
the holocaust as a gimmick to line 
our own pockets is more than just 
offensive. We do not use the nesha-

Photocards of 
Gedolei Yisroel 

35 glossy, postcard size 
(3y,'' x SY,") portraits of 

Gedolei Yisroel 
for your set, send $4 
to: Photocards 

Agudath Israel of America 
5 Beekman Street 
NYC 10038 

Traditional 
Premium 

Quality 
Kosher 

for Over 3 
Generations 

Accepted and Preferred 
worldwide without 

reservation 
The Most Trusted 

Name in Kosher 
Poultry and Foods 

~INKWEtr= 

• 

PRINTERS 
INNOVATIVE INVITATIONS 

HEBREW AND ENGLISH 

.· ·~ OPEN SUNDAY 

Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn,~···•N,·~ 
(212) 253-9736 ' ' 

-~_,,.g_.C ,..~ "v'./ ~ ---;;,, _..,, L~ - • '• 

~- ......,,,._,,_'l:;~"-J'~··, 
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Pincus Mandel 
Cemetery Consultant 

Representative of Chevres 
Kadisha of Jerusalem 

with karka available on Har Ha
zaitim, Har Hamnuchot and 
Sanhedria. Karka also obtain· 
able on all other Community
owned Cemeteries in Eretz Yis
rael, controlled and maintained 
by the Chevra Kadisha of the 
Community. 

1569 47th Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
Day and Night Phone 

(212) 855-5121 

Honesty - Integrity -
Responsibility 

Over 25 Years of Dedicated Service to 
the Orthodox Jewish Community 

,nx;i p:i C'll!li"I C'::l1t' 
DID YOU STUDY TOIAH TODAY? 

11 there alwaya a reaaon 
why you think you can't? 

No one to learn with? 
for lrn 011lstonce Is finding 
a suitable Chavrusoh coaloch 

Chavruaoh Matching aervice 
791-1800 

Altornoon1 1 ·6 P.M. 

HOME ATTENDANTS 
needed for 

HOUSEKEEPING AND 
PERSONAL CARE 

lorthe 

DISABLED AND 
HOMEBOUND 

good pay and benefits 
Soro Park, Bensonhurst and 

Flatbush Area 
full·time. live in positions only 

Project OHR Inc. 
{Office for H.omecare Referral) 

3920 13th Avenue L "'°"':'.:.: ,,,. 
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mot of six million kedoshim. We re
member them. To do otherwise 
would be sacrilege. 

There is more to the World Gath
ering than the empty commemora
tion envisioned by Rabbi Schwartz. 
The whole point of the gathering is 
to let our enemies know that despite 
their efforts to do their worst, we 
have survived as Jews. The holo
caust is different because in this 
attempt to annihilate us, there was 
no chance of escape, either spiritu
ally (even converts were taken), or 
physically (because the world would 
not listen). This gathering in Israel is 
the statement of our survival, and if 
those who are not survivors or 
children of survivors fail to under
stand it, it is their problem, not ours. 

Another accusation thrown at us 
by Rabbi Schwartz is one that im
plies that we have forgotten Jewish 
history prior to the holocaust. If so, 

we should meet in Auschwitz and 
Majdanek, not the Kotel Maaravi or 
Massada. But the holocaust is the 
most recent of our wholesale perse
cutions; it has touched us personally 
in every aspect of our lives, and if we 
are going to ignore it, we will be 
guilty of not obeying the com
mandment: Zachor asherassa lee ha Ama
lek . .. as well as the tradition of the 
chroniclers of the churbonol and the 
Crusades, and the countless other 
persecutions our people have suf
fered. It for our parents to bear wit
ness and for us,their children, to 
document their stories to streng
then ourselves for the future. It is 
for the future generations, for the 
inspiration of our own children, that 
the documents are being gathered, 
not as Rabbi Schwartz implies, for 
empty and pointless remembering. 
If even one child refuses to inter
marry because of this heritage, we 
will have accomplished a tremen
dous amount. 

From Rabbi Schwartz's tone, an
other implication is that the remem-

JOIN US THIS SUMMER K> WE CELEBRATE OUR 
BAR MITZVAH YEAR 

CampS~Chemed lnt'I 
45-DAY 

GRAND TOUR 
OF ISRAEL 

PRICES 1981 
Boys 9-11 $1.595 

Boys 12-17 $1.895 

Special reduced rate 
before Feb. 28 Only 

Boys 9-11 $1,495 
Boys 12-17 $1,795 

tor free brochure and 11inerary, wnle or coll 

C.S.C.I. 1618 43rd St., Bklyn, N.Y. 11204 • (212) 633-1909 eves 
or L.I. Representative Rabbi Gottesman (516) 764-5834 eves 
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brance of the holocaust is the exclu
sive domain of Orthodox Jews, that 
they are the only ones who know 
why and how to commemorate the 
neshamot of the six million. Many 
holocaust survivors are non-observ
ant. While we do not accept the ideas 
of those secularists who use the 
holocaust to deny the existence of 
G-d or to negate 5740 years of Yid
dishkeit, through our efforts there 
may be one or two who will accept 
and come to grips with their Jewish 
identity. This is, at the very least, a 
step in the right direction-a far cry 
from the divisive and alienating 
stance taken by Rabbi Schwartz. 

Rabbi Schwartz's insensitivity is 
only surpassed by his libelous in
nuendo. The only bread we make is 
food for thought. 

JEANETTE FRIEDMAN 
SIERADSKI 
Founder, Group Pro,iecf for 
Holocaust Education 
Menzber, Executive Committee far 
the World Gathering of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors in Israel 

Rabbi Schwartz Replies: 
While my "Memo" was meant to 

provoke reactions, I fear that the 
letter writers are reacting to noth
ing I wrote. 

I staunchly support Holocaust 
education, and in such a framework 
welcome the World Gathering. I 
support Mr. Michel's intention to 
"pay tribute to those who did sur
vive, celebrate our survival and the 
survival of the Jewish People." What 
I take issue with-strong issue, if I 
may-is the nature of the tribute and 
celebration. 

A parable in Midrash Koheles (Ch. 6) 
cited in Mesi/as Yeshorim (Ch. I) speaks 
of "a villager who married a king's 
daughter. Even if he brings her the 
best of everything his world pos
sesses, they are of no value to her 
whatsoever, for she is accustomed 
to royal treatment." 

Those who did not survive the 
Holocaust-and certainly those who 
did-deserve a tribute and celebra
tion worthy of a king's daughter. 
Instead, they are offered the tribute 
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and celebration on a provincial scale. 
At least, this was my reaction to 

an advertisement in the Long Island 
Jewish World of Novemberl4, page 9. 
It is precisely because I led youth 
groups on Holocaust study tours of 
Europe that I take apart every item 

D D D 

of the advertisement and mock it; I 
fervently feel the occasion deserves 
better. The item reads: "Public as
semblies in the kibbutzim founded 
by Holocaust survivors: Notzer Se
reni, Lochamei Hagetaot, Yad Mor
dechai and Tel Yitzchak." If there 

AD . . . . . . . 
. . . -·. __ diate Placement 

Top 
$ 

Paid 

• Executive Secretaries 
• Secretaries 
• F/C Bookkeepers 
• Asst. Bookkeepers 
Only those qualified need apply 

Can your office skills command top salary? 
If not-I 

I train in the school wort.h attending! 

!Cope Vocational Institute 
I the 1:~~~~~~5o~~~:~~s:~7ning 

Offers you Business Courses: 
• on modern electric typewriters and up-to-date texts 
• in large cheerful rooms 
• with dedicated, qualified teachers 
• placement assistance available upon graduation 

New classes begin each month 
Enroll in the courses of your choice: 

Legal Secretary• Executive Secretary 
General Secretary• Bookkeeping/Typing 

Typing/Office Procedures 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
AND ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 
CALL C. V.I. 587-9257 

Business Skills Division 

Cope Vocational 
Institute j 

Registered by the New York State Education Department . 
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NOWis the time 
tojoin •.. 

Join us to help support 
our Children's Homes & 

Day (;~re CerttfSrs ·in 
·. Eretz Yisroel. 

AGt.11)1\l;iWQNIEN 
©FAME.RICA 

!; Beekmar)St., l'!,Y.(::;,N.'\'.10038 
Room .. 9.26 · 

We hqpe a chapter f1e~r 
YO.U!' 

M~~_rOP~~taO-Aria B~ahch~;-
Bensomt!lrs~ -Mrs; Rose·lrydig- :CO·fi.4649 
Boro -Jl'_ark Jr Mrs. Necharria ·araun 85 l ·8418 

-Mrs . .Mi_nd,Y.Wi;:is_s 851•257--1 

Soro Pi;ik_-Sr- Mrs; Rut!i Pachtmari -GE-5-7699 

Soro-Paik 9th Av Mrs. ·1,:eah-Frankel' 435'6737 
CroWn Heigh_ts Mrs, Helen Seif 7if6221 

Eiist Side Jr Mrs .• Malkl Machlis 2©377Q 

East Side Sr 

East NeW York 

Flatbush Jr 

Flatbush-Sr 

Kensington 

Midtown 
Queen_s:Jr 

QlJeens·sr 
Wash. Hts •. Sr 

Mrs. Esther Knobel 

Mrs. Rose Brill 

Mrs. Bella Diamond 
Mrs.- Lea Nemetsky 

YU 2·3192 
UL3.o789 

.253·7489. 
95J.7755 

.Mrs.- Devorie Pam £33·6986 

Mrs. Doi'oth)r .Chll! 9954496 
Mrp,- .,Judy Wolberg 263-6642 
_Mrs. -Olaya Oelbaum 520·0115 

Mrs. T"porah Schl..mge..MJ-0424 
-M1i: Dina- Ul!rnan W/\3·371:'J 

Williamsburgb -Mrs.Jtka Rqseman 436·3433 

B:rancbe$ in form8tiop_i 
Midtown-_Jr., ·w~shlnQt9n-Hi$ . .;Jr._ o<:e~n ParkWay-Jr. 

Our but of:ToWn_~fancbes; 
Baltimore 
Bost6n· 
~h1_c_ago 

O°evelarid_ 
Houston 
tos/\ni;leles 

Montreal Sr. 
'Monireal Sr. 
PhiladelPhia 

f of-fu_rth_er ·i_nfof~alio:n Or assistanc_e, pk~ase_ 
tall -our National-M_emPersh_ip Chairlady, Mrs. 
Llbby:araun ot 3394$41. 
v01_Urit_e~r.S- ~_--s_ugge~_ions to hetp:make our 
branches more actiue are welcome! 
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were plans to visit some of the 
yeshivos founded by survivors, why 
was it not so indicated in the ad
vertisement? 

My sarcasm was not aimed at the 
subject of remembering the Holo
caust. It was aimed at the treatment 
of the subject by the World Gather
ing. As for the subject, it was my 
intention to treat it with dignity, 
especially the dignity of eternal Jew
ish values, which is what I am still 
hoping the World Gathering will do. 

As for the "gimmicks, " I find it 
difficult to believe that participants 
are asked to bring rocks without 
being asked to bring a Tehillim, also. 
As for "a lot of bread"-travel does 
cost money: Won't the airlines and 
hotel owners get paid? The remark 
is not innaccurate nor out of place. 

I signed the article "Your friend," 
because I am inspired by the effort. I 
am only sorry that by June 19, it will 
be over. I will continue to celebrate 
the survival of the Jewish People 
beyond that date-by fasting on 
Tisha B'Av (mourning with hope), 
by eating in a Sucm (symbolic of the 
temporariness of the world of Eisav), 
and by other deeds 'round the 
year-year in, year out. I truly hope 
the participants in the World Gath
ering will do likewise, or come up 
with some other form of a living 
memorial. 

What truly bothers me, however, 
is something much deeper, the gen
eral thrust by well-intentioned peo
ple towards portraying the dimen
sions of the Holocaust within li
mited perspectives. Mrs. Sieradski 
states: "This gathering in Israel is 
the statement of our survival." And 
what about Kha! Adas Yeshurun, 
the Adas Yereim, and the European 
Chassidic communities which were 
built on these shores ... the magnif
icent yeshivas such as Beth Med
rash Govoha (Kletsk), Telz, and Mir, 
that were transplanted and now 
flourish-are these not statements 
of survival? 

She writes earlier: "The whole 

point of the gathering is to let our 
enemies know that ... we have sur
vived as Jews." Then what of our 
Passover ;;eder, \vhere vve recite how 
"in every generation, they rise upon 
us to destroy us"-will this no longer 
be necessary? And what of the mes
sages from our Prophets-are we to 
cease reading the Haftoros with their 
assurances of survival in the face of 
adversity? 

I do not begrudge the World Ga
thering. But Jewish destiny is at least 
as holy as a Sefer Tornh. All Jews are 
welcome to share in it, but those 
who have deeper sensitivity to its 
nature should be the ones in the 
forefront of constructing such an 
event; otherwise it will end up hol
low of any true, long-lasting 
meaning. 

RABBI ELKANAHSCHWARTZ 

The Case of Reb Boruch Ber's 
Writings 

To the Editor: 
I am pleased that I can contribute 

to clarifying the subject of the print
ing and publishing of the first Birkas 
Shmuel, also the rescue of the manu
script of the subsequent volumes of 
Birkas Shn1uel. 

The facts are as follows: Reb 
Boruch Ber told his chidushei Tomh to 
his to/mid Reb Velvel Minsker (bro
ther of the late Reb Yona Kophilou
author of Yonas Eilem). Reb Velvel 
recorded it in front of Reb Boruch 
Ber and then sent the manuscript to 
Bilgoroh to be set by linotype. When 
the war broke out we had only the 
proofs (galleys), and in 1940 Reb 
Boruch Ber was niftar. It was the 
initiative of Reb Sholem Leibowitz, 
his nephew, to urge me to copy the 
whole set of proofs and print the 
seferin Vil no at Zavalna Street (Prin
ter Garber). Under the Soviet occu
pation, miraculously, it was printed 
with an earlier date. [The Israeli 
press was given a full account about 
the details in the name of the writer 
of these lines.] Now the manus
cripts (containing only notes un
edited, but written by Reb Boruch 
Ber): I was again urged and promp
ted by Reb Sholem to send them out 

The Jewish Observer i January, 1981 



Wher~ would an advertiser with knowledge of 
· the Kosher market advertise his Passover 
· product? 

OOviouslyina magazine thatfshJghlyrespected, 
widely read and referred to agajn and again. 

A<lvertise in The Jewish Observer. Agudath Israel of J\rtlerica' s monthly 
journal of thought and opinion-· the .magazine that puts your ad in a 
prestigious setting .... Don't settle for crumbs. 

Our pre-Pesach issue will reach homes right after P(lrirn. 

Por rates and deadlines call 791-1812. 



@ 27 
from occupied Lithuania by these 
two rabbis: 

Rabbi Nosson Wachtfogel (now 
Mashgiach in Lakewood Yeshiva) 

Rabbi Shmuel Schechter (now in 
Jerusalem). 

Rabbi Wachtfogel was a Canadian 
subject, therefore we could be as
sured about his ability to leave the 
Soviet-Lithuania. Rabbi Schechter 
was an American citizen and there
fore we entrusted him with the 
books-manuscripts for the same 
reason. 

Years later, when Reb Sholem 
came out of Siberia, he was able 
to edit and publish the above res
cued manuscripts. 

(RABBI) ABA ZIONS 
New York City 

Author of "The Call of Torah" 
Clarifies Points in Review 

To the Editor: 
May I express my gratitude for 

the kind words of your reviewer and 
for the prominent place he gave my 
recently published The Coil of Torah in 
his essay "The Chumash and its 
Commentaries in Translations." 
While it may seem in bad grace to 
quibble with so laudatory a review, 
the reveiwer included a brief list of 
criticisms with which I must take 
issue, some because they are inaccu
rate, some because they betray a 
faulty understanding of the points 
he criticizes, and some because they 
give the reader what I consider to be 
an inaccurate picture of the work. 

The reviewer questions the judg-

ment of what he calls my "reference 
to Mohammed's views in Genesis 
17:20." The reader of the review 
would undoubtedly assume that he 
would be treated to a heretical trea
tise, but the entry in question says 
only this: "In his Letter to Yemen, 
Maimonides vigorously attacks those 
who see in the words 1Nn 1NnJ a 
reference to the prophet of Islam. 
The numerical value of the latter's 
name (1nM) equals that of these two 
words." 

There are instances where the 
reviewer finds it a serious lapse that 
some "complex and esoteric" ideas, 
or that my discussion of the Ram
bom"s exegetical method, could be 
"misunderstood by the reader" or 
give him a "mistaken impression." 
Frankly, the commentary was writ
ten for a serious, intelligent reader
though his Torah background may 
be somewhat limited-and I fear the 
reviewer gives him far too little 
credit. Hashem Yisboroch has blessed 
me with a long career of communi
cating His wisdom to my fellow 
Jews, and to whatever extent I have 
succeeded it has been in great mea
sure because I respect the integrity 
and intelligence of my listerners and 
readers. I sincerely feel that a careful 
reader will not be led astray; and I 
also feel that a patronized reader 
will feel rightfully antagonized. 

The reviewer finds that "one or 
two source references" in a particu
lar discussion "are jumbled." Having 
studied the discussion to which he 
refers, I publically agree that one 
reference is indeed inaccurate: in
stead of citing the Ram ban in Deute
ronomy 10:10, I should have said 
10:8. But as any reasonable person 
with any knowledge of publishing 
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will attest, such an error is almost as 
meaningless as it is inevitable in any 
work of over 1,000 pages. If the 
reviewer has had any of his work 
published, he must surely have 
winced countless times and died a 
thousand deaths when he noticed 
the inevitable errors, even the trivial 
ones. The point is not that such 
inaccuracies should be ignored; every 
conscientious author corrects them 
in second editions, as I will, G-d wil
ling. But I feel the reviewer did not 
do himself justice in pinpointing 
such slips as "jumbled." The choice 
of target and wording are surely 
more egregious than the error itself. 

Finally, the reviewer notes that I 
erred in interpreting the phrase (in 
Selic hos) n"1WY W'?w n'"1J as a reference 
to circumcision, while it actually 
refers to the Thirteen Divine Qua
lities. In the Second edition of Coil of 
Toroh, I will note that the phrase 
alludes also to circumcision, though 
that is not its primary meaning. 
However, many of the classic Kalilmla 
works speak of a close interrelation
ship between the "thirteen Cove
nants" of circumcision and G-d's 
covenant that He will not fail to 
heed a prayer expressed through 
the Thirteen Divine Qualities. In 
fact, Sh'/oh Hnkadosh (Shnar HoOsios 
97a} cites a prayer that clearly des
cribes circumcision as n"1WY w'?w 11'""\J 

It is true that on the surface the 
only connection between circumci
sion and the Qualities is the seem
ingly coincidental number thirteen 
in connection with both, but this is a 
superficial understanding. Based on 
the classic texts, I have endeavored 
in all my writings to delve below the 
surface and to show that there are 
not unrelated coincidences in the 
Torah. The number thirteen is found 
often, and all its applications are 
related. When a Jew is born, he is 
ushered into the net of serving G-d 
through the agency of thirteen cov
enants of circumcision. As he grows, 
he is introduced into the Torah, 
which is expounded by means of 
Rabbi Yishmael's Thirteen Herme
neutical Principles, and into prayer, 
with its Thirteen Divine Qualities. 
Thus his mind and faculty of speech 
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are dedicated to the service of G-d. 
Even the age of bar mitzva-thir
teen-is related to this general 
theme. Indeed, Rodak comments that 
Abraham's induction of Yishmael 
into the covenant of circumcision at 
the age of thirteen is an allusion to 
the age of bar mitzva-again the 
number 13 is represented as alluding 
to profound spiritual consequences. 
Finally, in Kabbalistic literature, the 
number thirteen alludes to the World 
to Come, man's final step in his spir
itual ascent, when all the interfer
ence of body and passion are strip
ped away, and he remains a pure, 
spiritual being. Much more can be 
said on this topic; but I hope enough 
has been cited to demonstrate that 
beneath the simple meaning of rP1:i 
ili\!J).I v?v there is a tapestry of thir
teen of which circumcision is an 
integral part. 

The Jewish Observer's reviewer has 
amply demonstrated his credentials 
both in his most recent articles and 
in his many years of similar reviews 
as a profound scholar and discrimi
nating reader. It is only because of 
his hard-won and well-deserved sta
ture that his reviews must be read 
carefully, respectfully-and be given 
the full response they deserve. 

RABBI ELIE MUNK 
Paris-Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The Book Reviewer Replies: 
My review of The Call of Torah 

stressed the excellence of this work. 
While I still believe that the criti
cisms I mentioned were valid, I do 
not feel I should enter a polemic 
with the distinguished author for it 
would give altogether too much 
emphasis to what are, after all, a few 
minor aspects of a truly fine work. 

There is only one point which I 
feel I should specifically clarify, as it 
is of practical significance. When we 
say in Slichos: "Remember unto us, 
today then1\!J)J v?v rPi:l as you made 
it known to the humble one [Moshe]" 
what concrete meaning should we 
have in mind? Without any ques
tion, the Covenant of the Thirteen 
Divine Qualities and that only. The 
fact that this covenant parallels the 
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thirteenfold Covenant of Milah and 
that there is a deep inner connection 
is surely true-but not relevant to 
the meaning of the prayer passage. 
Hence I found it misleading to the 
reader to find a statement that "the 
circumcision is referred to in our 
prayers as the i'li'll).I v?v n1i:i". 

The Universal Williamsburg Jew 

To the Editor: 
Dr. Kranzler's piece described 

more than a "sh'liach tzibhur in Will
iamsburg." Dr. Kranzler successfully 
described the characteristics shared 
by so many honest and ehrliche shli
chim as they led their tzibbur. "march
ing ... to proclaim the Divine Glory 
of the Creator . " 

I never met Reb Yisroel Rosen
baum, but after reading this piece, I 
know him well, for l too have expe
rieced what the author so feelingly 
described. 

Unlike ideas, feelings and emo-

tions are very difficult to express in 
words. Dr. Kranzler has succeeded 
nobly, and we must be grateful to 
him for it. 

ZVI CHODOSH 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mishnayos for Youth 

To the Editor 
Avi Shulman's recent article 

(" Mishnoyos-a Course of Study for 
Young and Old"-Dec. 80) deserves 
plaudits. Our mechonchim should delve 
into the statements of Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky, and join forces to in
stitute a more adequate Mishnayos 
program, at the same time taking pains 
to avoid competition among yeshi
vas. 

Permit me to make a few com
ments. The successful Mishnayos B'al 
Peh Contest of Pirchei Agudath Israel 
with 80,000 Mishnayos learned b'a/ peh 
annually, and the siyum at which it is 
celebrated are geared for both youn-
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ger and older yeshiva bachurim. The 
top winners, who grace the dais at 
the siyum are mainly between 12-14 
years old, since younger ones are not 
capable of absorbing the minimum 
1,000 Mishnayos by heart. 

For those who are either incapa
ble or unwilling to learn Mishnayos 
by heart, a Mishnayos Bifnim Contest 
was introduced last May and June. 
Thus, while we do not want to 
water down the Mishnayos b'a/ peh 
and its values, we inspire all children 
to attain higher goals in Mishnayos. 

Secondly, yeshiva boys are being 
activated with effective motiva
tion to learn between one and six 
sedorim of Mishanayos in honor of 
their bar mitzva. During the first 
three years of this program, Pirchei 
Agudath Israel gave recognition as 
well as a gift of seforim to more than 
100 boys who completed at least one 
entire seder 1nishnayos each in honor of 
their bar mitzva, while six boys actu
ally learned all 6 sedorim. 

I would like to add one suggestion 
which was instituted by the stu
dents of Yeshiva of Spring Valley. 
They divided all six sedorim among 
the members of the graduating class 
and the hadron was said at the gradua-
ti on. 

RABBl)OSHUA S!LBERMINTZ 
Pirchei Agudath Israel, 
National Director 
New York City 

Mishnayos-on the Telephone 

To the Edi tor: 
I enjoyed the article on Mishnayos 

in the Kislev issue of)O. It was espe
cially worthwhile in that it explained 
not only the theoretical aspect of 
learning Mishnayos, but also the prac
tical applications in several sensible 
steps. 

May I add a unique new aid for 
Mishnayos study: the new "Dial-a
Mishna." This is a new public ser
vice which has a 24-hour number 
(212) 645-4451-that teaches a new 
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Mishna every day-an automatic 
rhntirusa ready for any individual at 
his convenience. He can also redial 
the Mishna many times and have a 
review to learn it well. Dial-a-Mish
na already completed Brachos and is 
now studying Mishnayos Shnbbos. Each 
session is not more than 3 minutes 
in duration and the Mishna is ex
plained clearly. By doing even one 
Mishna a day a person will eventually 
finish all of the Mishnayos. 

MOSHE GOLDBERGER 
Staten Island, NY 

11 And 'Darkness' ... " 
The Vilna Gaon and Philosophy 

'''It:'' ,..,--~---~--

obviate such incongruous asser
tions. However, a clear perusal of 
the proper sources shall suffice to 
bring this startling and embarrass
ing error to light. 

In the lggros Chazon lsh, vol. II, 
#171 we find the following gloss: 
"In a marginal note to the follow
ing words from a biography deal
ing with the GR"A !Goon Rabbeinu 
Eliyahul, 'philosophy until it was 
refined by Kant (Immanuel; 1724-
1804, German philosopher) was 
really nothing but exercises in se
mantics,' was written by the Cha
zon !sh," until and including Kant as 
well'." The editor of the lggros never 
suggested that the Gaon was the 

To the Editor: author of this sweeping statement, 
So the transcendent Vilna Gaon which the Chazon !sh was qualify-

( who has already been portrayed ing. Yet, mysteriously, not only 
as the "true," inspiring force be- does Rabbi Sheinman attribute it 
hind the Russian Haskalah by un- to the Gaon, but he also cites the 
scrupulous Maskilim) must now Kesser Rosh as the source! He is 
endure Rabbi Sheinman's startling obviously referring to the Orchos 
attribution: "All philosophy is Chaim-Kesser Rosh by the great 
worthless save Kant's." In addi- Gaon, Rabbi Osher Tiktiner z"I 
tion, the Keser Rosh must suffer as (author of the celebrated Birchas 
the unwitting source of this mis- Rosh on Brarhos & Nazir Jin which he 
representation, and suddenly the recorded the sayings of his mentor 
Chazon !sh is presented as arguing Ha'Gaon Rav Chaim Volohziner 
with the author of the Keser Rosh as and the latter's quotations of the 
to whether the Gaon felt that GR"A. Therein, the only reference 
Kant's own philosophy was like- to the study of philosophy is Reb 
wise worthless! Chaim's remark that "Kabbalah 

Any true conception of any of departs from that point where phi-
these three sages would, by itself, losophy ends." 
I - -, --· - ·- -- - -- .. _ --- -- --- -~ --- -- --·· - --- - ·-- -i 
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In fact, the purported co1nment 
about the "worthfulness of Kant's 
thesises" was never uttered by 
either the Gaon or the Kesser Rosh, 
but is rather the personal generali
zation offered by a pseudo-Maski! 
in his biographies of great Poskim. 
Shimon Chones, in his To/dot Ho'
Poskim, page 44, makes this personnl 
aside in an article nhouf the Gaon. 
Precisely to this remark of Cho
nes'.-:s, which lauds Kant's achieve
ments, does the Chazon !sh add his 
poignant note. 

That the unnamed biography 
cited in the )ggros, #171, is the To/dot 
Ha'Poskim is beyond doubt as evi
denced by the succeeding gloss in 
the Iggros, #172: "In a marginal note 
to the following words from a bio
graphy dealing with the GR"A, 
'thereby, he released the shackles 
of prohibition which Rabbeinu 
Tam had pronounced against text 
emendations,' was written by the 
Chnzon Ish: 'n total fnbricntion and 
they are foolish words,' " This 
rather nebulous exchange crystal
izes upon reading Chones's erro
neous and dangerous comments 
with regard to the Gaon's peerless 
acumen in text analysis. On page 
43 (of ibid,) he quotes the Cltzor 
Yisrael, voL II (pg, 24) which credits 
the Gaon as virtually abrogating 
the time-honored injunction ex
pressed by Rabbeinu Tam (see his 
intro. to Sefer Ha'Yashar) against 
correcting and changing texts in-
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ternally, allowing only marginal 
emendations, This the Chazon !sh 
naturally refutes in the strongest 
terms_ (Undoubtedly, it would have 
well-suited Chones and his friends 
to see the GR"A as an unrestrained 
text critic, slashing his way 
through the literature of the Cho
w/, when in fact, he himself rules 
in Yoroh Oeoh, 279, #2: "It is forbid
den to emend by hypothesis, rather 
only by clear evidence that there 
exists an error ... text emendation 
by hypothesis is a total transgres
sion worthy of excommunica
tion,") 

This said, though my intention 
now is not to attempt a compre
hensive presentation of the Gaon's 
views on the philosophic discip
lines, and neither is this column 
the appropriate forum for such an 
analysis; however, I feel compelled 
to add several additional points. 

Even prior to locating the mis
taken quote in Chones, it nonethe
less appeared less than credible, 
One even superficially familiar 
with the GR"A as sketched by his 
disciplines and gleaned from his 
\\'ritings should have been struck 
by the improbability of this attri
bution, The Gaon, though well 
acquainted with philosophy (intro_ 
to P11'ns Ha'Shulchnn, by Ha'Gaon 
Rav Yisroel of Shkolov a chief dis
ciple of the Gaon and editor of his 
manuscripts) found only two 
worthwhile points to it all, instruct
ing the rest to be discarded (ibid,), 
He attacks the short-sighted view 
of the "philosophers" in his Adms 
Eliynhu (commentaries to Ta1111Ch), 
as well as in his Kabbalistic vvrit
ings (commentaries to the Heicho
/os, and R.eyah Mi'Heimnah; see gloss 
of Ha'Gaon Rav Dovid Luria to 
Mo'o/os Ha'Sulom, by Rav Yehoshua 
Lewin z"I, pg, 23), He chastized the 
great Rambam, himself, for labor
ing under the influence of "the 
accursed philosophy," and divorces 
himself of its "inner interpreta
tions," (Biur Ha'GR"A to Yoroh Oeah, 
179, #12; see ibid, 246, #18), though 
his reverence for him, nonethe
less, was unique, "hoping to sit in 

his proximity in the world-to
come" (A/iyas Eliyohu by Rabbi Ye
hoshua Lewin, pg, 25 and Kiryah 
NeManoh by SJ, Fuenn, pg, 160), 
The likelihood that Gaon, in his 
later, secluded, years, bothered 
with a contemporaneous philo
sopher, and then lauding him (es
pecially for declaring Judaism a 
religion which fails to properly 
incorporate morality) is less than 
remote. 

Two months after the Gaon's 
passing the Beis Din of Vilna pub
licly decreed the following: "No 
one should listen to, or believe 
anyone who says anything over in 
the name of the Gaon, Ha'Chasid 

until it is completely verified 
that they are from the writings of 
the Gaon, in his very own handw
riting by the great Beis Din of our 
Kehillo,,, and it is similarly forbid
den to print anything in his name 
until so verified." 

Unnecessary caution in prevent
ing the misrepresentation of the 
true "Gaon Ha'Gaonim"? Hardly. 

1"11'.ll x?v o:m tll!!l'.l "IJ> "\Y.l1Nn ?J 
p?nonv nl'JI!!? tl"\1l 1ll'.ll'.l 
no•'l ~"Y n?J '1Jl'.l ~11JJ ?N"ll!!'l'.l 

1J"t N"i.,rlti 

LIPA GELDWERTH 
Brooklyn, NY 

"Darkness" and Confusion 

To the Editor 
After reading the JO article "And 

Darkness , , That Is Greece," I still 
find light and darkness intermingled, 
which led to preposterous interpre
tations of Rnml1an1's view on Aris
totle, 

The article states that in all mat
ters submetaphysical Aristotle al
most reached the rank of Navi. Even 
a superficial reading of the Rambatn's 
criteria for attainment of the gift of 
prophecy in Hi/chos Yesodei HoTorah
(Chapter 7, 1) will show how unac
ceptable the author's interpretation 
of the Rambam is. 

The Ramhan1's intent was quite dif
ferent. Every creature is endowed 
with properties unique only to that 
species. Man's uniqueness is lehauin 
u'lehaskil-his ability to reason, This 
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includes all of mankind. However, 
the degree of lehavin u'/ehaskil for each 
individual varies. Some are more 
gifted than others. 

The Rambam's view is that Aristo
tle's natural intelligence was second 
to none. Prophecy, however, in all 
the levels enumerated by the Ram
bam in Hihhos Yesodei Ha Torah, means 
Divine contact with man: "Hashem 
makes man prophesy" {Rani barn ibid.). 

The Rambam meant to say that 
Aristotle with his native intelligence 
was able to understand laws of na
ture. In this capacity, the Rarnbarn 
held that Aristotle's judgment was 
correct. The term the Rambarn uses 
for submetaphysical is tachas galgal 
hayore'ach "under the revolution of 
the moon" which means, the natural 
laws that govern our earth. 

The Rarnham was of the opinion 
that a more in-depth understanding 
of natural law cannot be gotten 
without Divine inspiration or con
tact, which is ruach hakodesh-degrees 
of Divine contact or prophecy. This 
is completely different from the au
thor's assumption. 

The author is also unclear when 
he states that philosophy, as a disci
plined thought system used to ex
plain and categorize events, is one of 
the "seventy facets of Torah." This 
leaves one to wonder, are the other 
69 facets based on an undisciplined 
thought system? 

What leaves me most in the dark 
is the alleged quotation in the Kesser 
Rosh attributed to the Vilna Gaon. It 
just isn't there. It does say that the 
Vilna Gaon said that the place where 
philosophy ends the wisdom of Kab
ba la begins. Philosophy being the 
child of natural intelligence (sechel 
enushi! has limits like all natural law 
has boundaries, which cannot be 
overstepped. Kabbala-pnimiushaT ornh, 
which emanates from Divine infi
nite wisdom, starts from that point 
where philosophy reaches its outer 
boundary. This follows the explana
tion given by the Rambam. 

Perhaps the author got the quote 
from a secondary source. It was a 
trend of the previous generation to 
justify their breaking away from 
Torah by fabricating quotations 
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from the Gaon of Vilna, since it was 
well known that the Vilna Gaon was 
knowledgeable in all the chachmos (all 
areas of knowledge). The letter in 
which the Chazon !sh writes iy 

??oo refers to some biography of 
the Vilna Gaon. l think he is refer
ring to the Toldos HaGra in 2 volumes 
from the late Rabbi Y.L. Maiman. 
... The book is interesting as crea
tive history or historical fiction. 

MOSHE KOLODNY 
Archivist of Agudath 
Israel of America 
New York City 

Rabbi Sheinman replies: 
l stand corrected and accept the 

criticism of Rabbi Lipa Geldwirth; 
he is absolutely right. l had seen the 
Kesser Rosh about "Kaballa starting 
where philosophy ends" and later 
the Collected Letters of the Chazon 
!sh, absent-mindedly connecting the 
two later on my own. When I wrote 
the article, l relied on faulty "me
mory" and did not recheck the sour
ces. A yasher koach for the important 
correction Reb Lipa has made. 

l would like to add two personal' 
notes: 

(1) It was the very incongruity 
mentioned by Reb Lipa of the Gaon 
supporting "wholesale" the philo
sophy of Kant that made me think 
it must be referring to this note of 
"self-limitations" as being the grain 
of truth in his philosophy. 

(2) l was not presumptious enough 
to say a pshaf in the Gaon on my 
own. I consulted a well-known Rosh 
Yeshiva in Jerusalem, who aside 
from being a recognized G-d fearing 
Jew, also has a more than passing 
knowledge of the Gaon's Kabbalah.l 
told him the pshat and received his 
consent. [In light of Reb Lipa's com
ments l assume that his approval 
was on the thought and not the 
facts.) 

A.S. 

The Morah Cares 

To the Editor: 
Mrs. Grinblatt's "Dear Morah" 

was exceptionally well written and a 
very valid request toa teacher. How-

ever, there is one point I question. 
She writes, "She's waiting to be 
liked and even loved by you." Were 
the word "care" substituted for 
"love" it would be a far more realistic 
request. As a teacher, I love my stu
dents, but I don't think l should 
show it. On fact, I find l have to be 
very careful because it's very tempt
ing to get demonstrative-they're 
delicious.) But a parent's role and 
that of a teacher's should not be con
fused. If a teacher cares about every 
single child as an individual, with all 
their needs, weaknesses, strengths 
and differences, then she will surely 
treat them fairly and warmly. 

A teacher in an exceptionally large 
class might ask, "How can l possibly 
care about every single one?" To 
them l would answer: (a) It is more 
important to care about each child, 
and teach a little bit less; and (b) keep 
a page (or an index card) on every 
student and each week jot down one 
thing about every one. If there is 
nothing to write, say, "No comment 
this week." In this way you will be 
thinking and caring about each child 
as an individual and not shortchange 
him, and it will help you to see his 
progress. 

l truly believe that one mother 
figure is enough for a child. The 
primary task of a teacher is to teach a 
child. The love is a bonus, but not 
always a must. The caring is a must, 
always. 

MRS (MORAHTOVAH) 
DANZIGER 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Vintage Reach-Out Efforts 

To the Editor: 
Your correspondent who takes 

you to task for failing to list Yeshiva 
University's outreach to potential 
ba'nlei Teshutia has not gone quite far 
back enough into history. 

Rav Yaakov London and Rav Ye
chiel London of Yeshiva Haichel 
Ha'Torah, began their outreach in 
the late fourties, long before any 
formal effort was made in that di
rection. (Let any scholar who wishes 
to confirm this fact take an oral his
tory from this writer.) For many 
years they traveled the American 
countryside soliciting young men 
hidden away in small cities and ham
lets who might be candidates for 
thorough immersion in Limud Ha' -
Torah. They deserve more than this 
letter, and I hope that one day 
someone will record their story. 

Y AAKOV j ACOBS, 
Editor Jeu1ish Life 

The Seftr "Ceder Olom" by lhe 
Chof.u: Chaim, now •vallolilo in 
Enallth tramlation only 75t_ per copy 
JO }Qt $3" write lo! 

Zlchron_ Shlfnno. Publ. 
$ ~- 51-; .N.Y.C:. lOO» 

l_--AHOTLlNE 
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W:ouldn'tyou like ~ome · 
HQl'JEST ans.,yer~ to 

questions apout 
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' >C<iffpurspecil'JlJEWISH 

I
I 1.NFORMATION llOTUNE .. 

t2121··_y91..:1s4a 
1 

A[l,:iervicesarefr.ee. 

'

1_· CHIZUK..,..THETORAH 
LINK 

An _:agency of the)\gudath Israel 
World _O[garyizati9n. Five B_eel<
man _S)r<eet_, N. y, c. 10038. 
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Dear Reader, 
You can help us bring you a better Jewish Obseroerbyfurnishit\g us with the information we are requesting below, 

Would-be advertisers (whose fees make it. possible for us to publish monthly) .have requested this from us. 
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4. Do you eat out at a restaurant occasionally? __ once a week? __ once a month? __ 

5. Do you shop for clothes more than once a month? __ 

6. (Men) On the average, how often do you buy a suit? __ 

7. Do you shop for children's clothes more than once a month? __ If more, how often? 

8. Do you generally wait for sales to buy clothing? __ 
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10. Where do you usually go on vacation? Florida __ Israel __ Europe __ other __ 

11. Do you stay in a hotel when on vacation? __ 
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14. Did you ever order anything from an ad in a newspaper or magazine? __ 
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ORTHODOXY'S GOAL: WIN 
OVER JEWISH MASSES, 
TORAH SAGES URGE 

THOUSANDS AT AGUDA TH 
ISRAEL CONVENTION 

"Orthodox Jewry is strong enough to win 
over the Jewish masses to Torah, so let us 
mobilize our forces"-this was the central 
message of America's leading Torah sages at 
the keynote session of the 58th national con
vention of Agudath Israel of America Satur
day night, November 29. Rabbi Moshe Fein
stein (Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta Tifereth 
Jerusalem), chairman of the Mot'lzes Gedolei 
HnT11rnh (Council of Torah Sages) speaking 
by telephone hookup from his home, said: 
"We must feel the immediacy of Kial Yisroe/'s 
problems, not simply view them from a dis
tance. Personal involvement will result in our 
caring and acting with the same of despera
tion needed for finding solutions." 

A similar theme was sounded by Rabbi 
Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman, Rosh Yeshiva 
of Yeshiva Ner Israel in Baltimore (the text of 
the f~asliei Ycsliit>os' addresses appear elsewhere 
in this issue) and Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, 
Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta Torah Vodaath. 

In his keynote address, Rabbi Chanoch 
Ehrentreu, the AP Beth Din (head of the 
Rabbinical Court) of Manchester, England, 
urged the Orthodox Jewish community to 
create a ''Torah corps of laymen-profes
sionals and businessmen-who will devote 
one hour per week to reach out to our unedu
cated brethren who are waiting to be reu
nited with their heritage." Rabbi Ehrentreu 
noted that a similar experiment was success
fu!ly undertaken in his community. 

Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president of Agudath 
Israel of America and chairman of the Agu
dath Israel World Organization, said that 
"the gods of assimilation cannot be toppled by 
a heavy barrage of statement and pronounce
ments, but only through Orthodox Jewry 
initiating an expanded program of creating 
new projects which would demonstrate the 
relevancy of ancient Tor ah ideals to the mod
ern scene." He pledged that the Agudath 
Israel World Organization would allocate 
human and financial resources to carry the 
"message of Torah Judaism to the broad 
masses 

Rabbi Menachem Porush, Agudath Israel 
Knesset Deputy and chairman of the Knes
set's Labor and Social Welfare Committee, 
received a standing ovation from the crowd
ed convention hall when he predicted that the 
Knesset would pass a bill to end "unautho
rized autopsies." Rabbi Porush also spoke at 
length about other accomplishments of Agu
dath Israel in Eretz Israel. He was introduced 
by Rabbi Eliezer Horowitz. 
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Rabbi Kotler, Rabbi Gifter. Rabbi Ruderman 

Rabbi Ruderman addressing session, Bostoner Rebbe {Brooklyn) arid Rabbi Porush seated. 

Rabbi Porush delivering report Rabbi Chanoch Ehrentreu 
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Rabbi Mordechai Gifter Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky 

Questions from the floor 

Avodas Hakodesh-Community Service Awardees 
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The Shabbos 

While the convention spanned four days, a 
high point of the Agudath Israel convention 
was the entire 51111/ibos-a rare experience for 
all who were privileged to be there. The con
vention ha!! was converted into a gigantic 
shu/ where Chassidim and Misnagdim, peo
ple from various backgrounds, businessmen 
and Roshei Yeshiva joined together in lrfil/a. 
Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, the Novominsker Reb
be, inspired the convention with his challeng
ing remarks at the start of the Friday night 
tefillos, calling for an increased appreciation for 
yeshiva teachers. He decried the callous atti
tude toward teachers and teaching, in terms 
of financial neglect, that has relegated this 
most vital of ca!lings to an impossible under
taking. He was introduced by Rabbi Dovid 
Olewski, a Rosh Yeshiva of the Gerer Mesiv
ta in Brooklyn. 

At a special session later that evening, the 
convention turned to "the priorities of the 
Torah community." The Bostoner Rebbe, 
Rabbi Levi Yitzchok Horowitz (Brookline, 
Mass.) called for a new commitment toward 
Tor ah-true values. A similar note was sound
ed by Rabbi Elya Fisher, Rosh Yeshiva of Ger, 
who said that" activism in Tor ah causes must 
be expressed responsibly-through Agudath 
Israel." 

Speaking on Shabbos morning, Rabbi 
Shneuer Kotler, Rosh Yeshiva of Beth Med
rash Govoha (Lakewood, NJ), called for a 
more sensitive attitude in regard to Mllaser 
Kesllfim (tithing of income)-the text of his 
address appears in these pages. Rabbi Kotler 
was introduced by Rabbi Yosef Frankel (Rosh 
Kolle\ Torah Temima, Brooklyn). 

At Sholosh SeJJdos hundreds of men crowded 
around the venerable sage, Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky, drawing inspiration from every 
word on how to live our lives according to 
Torah values. The Rosh Yeshiva was intro
duced by Rabbi Reuven Feinstein, Rosh Ye
shiva, Yeshiva of Staten Island. 

The festive Me!ave Malke following the 
keynote session on Molz.ari 5hahbos was livened 
by Melave Malke melodies sung by Cantor 
Benzion Shenker, who also served as the Sh/i
ach Tz.ibbi<r on Slwbbos. Rabbi Shmuel Bloom, 
administrative director of Agudath Israel, 
presented the organization's Avodas Hako
desh Community Service Awards to Dr. 
Yitzchok Abramson (St. Louis), Reuven 
Gluck (Chicago), Nochum Levitansky (CleVe
land), and HersheU Tkatch (Kansas City), in 
recognition of their contributions to the 
growth of Torah Judaism in their com
munities. 
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American Jews Reverse Effects of the 
"Melting Pot" 

At the opening session on Thursday, a 
prominent Orthodox Jewish rabbinic leader 
joined a noted Rosh Yeshiva in asserting that 
"American Jeivs are beginning to reverse the 
negative effects of the' melting pot."' Rabbi 
Pinchas Teitz of Elizabeth, N.J. and Rabbi 
Chaim Dov Keller, Rosh Yeshiva of the 
Telshe Yeshiva in Chicdgo, addressed the 
theme of: "1880~1980--0ne Hundred Years 
of American Jewish Immigration to the 
U.S.A.-After the Myth of the Melting Pot, 
What Now?" 

Rabbi Teitz said: "The greatest change in 
the past 30 years of Americdn Jewish life is 
the spiritual reawakening brought about by 
the third gener<ttion American Jew. Not so 
long ago, piety and Tor ah knowledge were 
synonymous with o!d age and a European 
background, vvhile today it is synonymous 
with youth and an American background," 

Rabbi Keller, a grandson of immigrants 
from 1881, said that the melting pot was not a 
myth <1nd that it lured generations of Ameri
can Jewish immigrants into assimilation. He 
emphasized that the"<1ims of the melting pot 
are now being replaced with a genuine yearn
ing for the Torah v<tlues. It is the children of 
the would-be assimilants who are now seek
ing more Jewish tr<tining, including the use of 
Yiddish as a primary language." 

Rabbi T eitz called for a larger share of the 
Jewish philanthropic dollar to make it possi
ble for the Jewish masses to send their child
ren to day schools. He said that education is 
becoming "too expensive" for many Jews, 
adding that the schools "could not be ex
pected to pick up the tab since they still can
not meet their budgets." 

Rabbi Yitzchok Dwek, rabbi of the Syrian 
Jewish community in Deal, NJ, who served 
as chairman of the session, praised American 
Ashkenazic Jews for the fair treatment of 
Sephardic Jews in this country, respecting 
their specific traditions, but criticized Israeli 
society for "the continued discrimination 
against those of Oriental background, who 
constitute 600/o of its population." 

The convention was opened by Rabbi Sh· 
lomo Oppenheimer, chairman of the Vaad 
Hanhala of Agudat Israel. Dr. Isaac Lewin, a 
member of the Agudath Israel World Organ
ization presidium, also extended greetings to 
the assemblage. 

Erosion of Jewish Family Decried 

A session on "Preserving the Jewish Fam
ily: A Tor ah Perspective," two leading roshei 
Y<'shiva decried the decline of the Jewish 
family. 
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Rabbi Elya Svei, Rosh Yeshiva of the Tai~ 
mudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia, warned that 
"the· shortage of qualified teachers in reli
gious schools for girls directly effects the 
quality of Jev-.'ish mothers and thus endangers 
the future Jewish family." He said that par
ents "stopped eduating by example, leaving 
this function to the schools." Rabbi Svei 
urged religious girls to seek careers in Jewish 
education rather than other professions. 

Rabbi Avrohom Pam, Rosh Yeshiva of 
Mesivta Torah Vodaath, stressed the need 
for "parents to deal with their children with 
patience, love and respect. Impatience and 
abusive demands alienate children from par
ents and their convictions." The session was 
chaired by Rabbi Yitzchok Kerzner of 
Toronto. 

Orthodox Jews in Political Life 

At the closing session on Sunday, a promi
nent Washington attorney disagreed with a 
noted New York law professor on "The Place 
of the Orthodox Je\v in the Political Process." 
Referring to Orthodox Jews as "the moral 
minority," attorney Nathan Lewin said that 
"the legislative objectives of the Orthodox 
Jews can best be secured through the election 
and appointment of Orthodox Jewish repre
sentatives." 

Dr. Aaron Twerski, a professor of law at 
Hofstra University, charged that a candi
date's "Orthodoxy should not be an auto
matic ticket to an elected office." He said that 
candidates should be evaluated based on 
their sensitivity to vital issues rather than on 
their religious background. The chairman of 
the session was Menachem Shayovich, a spe
cial assistant to Governor Carey. 

Reach Out-Not For The Experts Alone 

At the final symposium, a rabbi from 
McKeesport, PA., and a professor of philo
sophy in Baltimore, addressed the subject of 
"Kiruv Rechokim: Is it a Field for the Experts 
or Can Everyone Be Involved?" Rabbi Yitz
chok Chinn drew from a broad range of 
aphorisms, anecdotes and personal experi
ence to weave a tapestry of precedents for 
both the need for expertise and the efficacy of 
amateur efforts. Professor Dale Gottlieb of 
Baltimore urged Orthodox Jews at every 
level "to open their homes to non-committed 
Jews as the best means of inspiring a mass 
return to authentic Judaism." 

Special Moments 

Torah Sage Eulogized 
A feeling of loss and shock overwhelmed 

the convention with the tragic news of the 
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Mr. Elias Sternbuch of Zurich 

Rabbi Shmaryahu Karefitz 
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passing away of Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner in 
Jerusalem, Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta Rabbi 
Chaim Berlin, a member of the A-1oetzrs 
Gedolri H,1 Tomh. 

In a special eulogy on Friday morning, 
Rabbi Mordechai Gifter, Rosh Yeshiva of 
Telshe in Wickliffe and a member of the 
M1ielzes Gedolei H11 Torah, said that the late Rosh 
Yeshiva had achieved a rare mark of distinc~ 
tion of actually having created la/midim in the 
traditional mold. He added: "While many 
{\oshPi Yl'shiPa have large numbers of students 
studying in their institutions, few actually 
have t11/111idim~discip!es who live their lives in 
the mold of their teachers." 

Orthodox Archives Dedicated 

On Friday morning, the convention paused 
to officially dedicate the Orthodox Jewish 
Archives to Agudath Israel of America. Mr. 
Joseph friedenson, editor of Dos Yiddishe Vorl, 
thanked the founder and director of the 
archives, Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky, direc
tor of Agudath Israel's Government and Pub
lic Affairs, also recognizing the professional 
contributions of Dr. David Kranzler, and of 
Rabbi Moshe Kolodny, the <.'urrent archivist. 

The dedication addresses was delivered by 
Mr. Elias Sternbuch of Zurich who presented 
the archives with the p.ipers of the World 
War II rescue efforts of the Vaad Hatzala and 
Agudath Israel, in which the Sternbuch fam
ily played such a prominent role. 

Oaf Yomi Draws Crowd 

The growing popularity of the Daf Yomi 
was dearly in evidence throughout the four 
day conclave, when large crowds participated 
in every lecture in !desechte Shat•uos. Among 
those who delivered the Daf Yomi shiur were 
such prominent Torah personalities as Rabbi 
Israel Leiter, Rabbi Dovid Kwiat (Mir), Rab
bi Yitzchok Kleinman {St. Louis), Rabbi 
Meyer Scheinberg (Agudath Israel of Flat
bush) and Rabbi Shmaryahu Kare1itz~who 
is on call throughout the year to answer 
questions on the folio-a-day program. 

The Participants 

Altough the conclave was the convention 
of the American Agudath Israel movement, it 
had the appearance of an international event, 
with guests from as diverse places as parts of 
Europe, Australia, Latin American, and Israel. 
As a national event, the delegate list included 
representatives from more than 30 U.S. cities 
and from several cities in Canada. Participa
tion was not limited to guests who were in 
the hotel for the entire weekend, for hund
reds of people came to Portchester for each of 
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the public sessions, taking advantage of the 
shuttle bus service in operation between the 
Westchester resort and New York City. 

Avrohom Halpern, a leader in the Agudath 
Israel movement, served as the chairman of 
the convention, while Fred Pfeiffer of Mont
real was coordinator, Rabbi Chaskel Besser, 
member of the presidium of the American 
Agudath Israel organization, was the chair
man at the overflow keynote session on lv1of

zol'i Shalihos. 

Separate Zeirei and N'shei Sessions 

Both the N'shei Agudath Israel and Zeirei 
Agudath Israel met in separate sessions at the 
convention. The Agudist women's organiza
tion heard addresses from Rabbi Shlomo 
Mandel (Yeshiva of Brooklyn), Rabbi Shlomo 
Carlebach (formerly Menahel Ruchni of Ye
shiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin), and Rabbi Shmuel 
Bloom. 

A large number of yeshiva youth partici
pated in the sessions of the Agudath Israel 
youth movement which included an address 
by Rabbi Mordechai Gifter. 
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there that night, you know what 
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And if you were not there, you probably 
heard about what you ·missed.Jerusalem 
Echoes will celebrate a generation of young 
people who have heardjerusalem's call at Ohr 
Somayach and who now echo that call in a new 
generation of committed Jews. 

Mark off this date on your calendar now: Sunday, March 8, 81, 
Jerusalem Echoes-The Second Ohr Somayach Multi-Media Event, 
The Sheraton Centre, 7th Avenue and 52 Street, New York City, 
6 p.m. cocktails, 7 p.m. dinner. 

Couvert $250.00 per couple or $360.00 in journal ads. 
Call or vJrite today for information and literature: American Friends of Ohr 
Somayach 39 Broadway Suite 3202 New York, NY 10006 Tel (212) 344-2000 
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Agudath Israel Legislative Com
mission Appoints New Counsel 

and Executive Secretary 
Attorney Shmuel Prager was named the 

new general counsel and executive secretary 
of the Commission on Legislation and Civic 
Action of Agudath Israel of America, it was 
announced by the Commission chairman, 
Prof. Aaron Twerski. In making the an
nouncement, Prof. Twerski said that the 
appointment of a full-time attorney marks a 
major expansion of the services provided by 
the legislative commission to the yeshivas 
and to the Orthodox Jewish community in 
general. 

The Commission is part of Agudath Israel's 
Office of Government and Public Affairs, 
which is headed by Rabbi Menachem Lu
binsky. 

The announcement by the Agudath Israel 
Commission continues: "While we have been 
the chief legislative advocate for the yeshivos 
for more than two decades, we are entering a 
new era of more direct assistance to the 
Torah mosdos." 

HUNGER STRIR:E! 

We have received word from 
Russia that Iosif Mendelevich 
has commenced a hunger strike. 
Even the warden of his camp 
has expressed concern about 
his health which has in any case 
been failing in recent years. This 
development brings an even 
greater urgency for the need to 
say Tehillim on his behalf. As we 
approach z· man Cheiruseinu, 
let us pray for cheirus for Yosef 
Nechemia Ben Chaya. 

COMMITIEE FOR THE RELEASE OF 
IOSIF MENDELEVICH 

ZEIREIAGUDATHISRAELOFAMERICA 
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Orthodox Rescue, Resettlement Network In Europe Planned By 
World Agudath Israel 

Zurich, Switzerland-An Orthodox Jew
ish network for the rescue and resettlement 
of Jews from lands of peril will be established 
throughout Europe by the Agudath Israel 
World Organization, it was decided here at 
the close of the meeting of its international 
executive. The Agudath Israel network will 
cooperate with other agencies in this field, 
placing major emphasis on filling religious 
needs. The all-day deliberations. chaired by 
Rabbi Moshe Sherer of New York, recently
elected chairman of the executive of the 
Agudath Israel World Organization, was at
tended by delegates from England, Belgium, 
aswitzer!and, France, Austria, Denmark, and 
ftaly. 

The conference of the European members 
of the Agudist world executive also mapped 
plans to strengthen Torah eduation and lift 
the levels of Jewish observance in France, the 

When does 
the Torah say 

Finders, Keepers? 
• When must you retunt a found objet:t? 
tt When may you keep U? 

A Fracticai ciufde to Ute Laws ot 
Hashovas Aveida 

8g Rabbi Moshe Goldberger 

1\'M 11<.">po/I,;. !>)'RaVM<>Sll<: l'dn$l~ln 
No'"-'"°· )''<'\;>~.'> ~- '>1,,-,,.,,,,, n~;,<;>n C)'J 

48 Pages - $ 2.50 P<>$tpaid 
J.O. ·M.Ci. 

Box82 
Staten Island, N;Y. J 0309 

Maze! Tov to 

FRANI< STORCH 
Baltimore, Maryland 

and 

MIREL WEINREB 
Brooklyn, New York 

upon the announcement 
of their engagement 

From a Friend 

largest center of Jews on the continent, and in 
Scandinavia. Agudath Israel organizations 
throughout Europe will be mobilized for a 
concentrated effort to influence uncommit
ted Jews to engage in Tor ah study as the first 
step towards their becoming fully observant, 
in an effort to stem the tide of assimilation 
which is sweeping mc1ny countries. 

On Saturday night an overflow crowd at 
the local Gemeindehaus participated in a city
wide reception to Rabbi Sherer, tendered by 
the Zurich chapter of Agudath IsraeL Greet
ings were extended by Rabbi A. Snyders, 
rabbi of Kahal Adaas Jeshurun of Basel, dean 
of the rabbinic board of Agudath Israel in 
Switzerland. Rabbi Shmuel Schwartz, presi
dent of Agudath Israel of Zurich, chaired the 
event. 

The Zurich meetings took place after a ser
ies of successful gatherings sponsored by the 
Agudath Israel World Organization in Paris 
and Strasbourg, France, with the participa
tion of Rabbi Sherer. In Paris the main event, 
chaired by Dr. Lucien Magnishever, presi~ 
dent of the local branch of Agudath Israel, 
was a dinner at the Gan Eden restaurant 
addressed by Rabbi Chaim Yaakov Roten
berg, Rabbi Gershon Liebman, Rabbi Yaakov 
Toledano, among other religious and educa
tional leaders. In Strasbourg, the gathering 
was addressed by Rabbi Shmuel Akiva Schle
singer, Rabbi Mordechai Zekbach, Rabbi E!i
yah AbitboL Rabbi Moshe Leybel and at
tended by rabbis from neighboring com
munities, such as Metz, Sain Louise, and 
Hegenheim. These meetings are the first 
round in the Agudath Israel World Organiza
tion's drive to organize the religious Jewish 
community in France to lift the levels of 
Tor ah study and religious commitment in 
that country. 

THE WORLD FAMOUS l 
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

•i:i"' iri::i •i:i"' 
'":ti 1.Yt1?K ?Nir.nv ,, l"i11ili'J 

A vai lab le at 
LEKUTEI INC 
cl o I. Rosenberg 

10 West 47th Street, Room 702 
New York, N.Y. 10036 

20 Volumes on Torah, Perek, 
Medrash, Megilos and Talmud. 

Proceeds of sales distributed among 
Yeshivas and used for reprinting 

of volumes out-of-print 

PRICE $6 PER VOLUME~ 
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AGUDATH ISRAEL 
ON SCHOOL PRAYERS: 

UPHOLD SUPREME COURT 
JURISDICTION >-. 

The U.S. House of Representatives was 
urged by Agudath Israel of America to reject 
a bill passed by the Senate in July 1979, 
which would deny the Supreme Court and 
other federal courts jurisdiction over the 
issue of school prayers in public schools. In a 
letter to Peter Rodino, chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee, the national Orthodox 
Jewish movement criticized the so-called 
Helms Amendment because it" tampers with 
an institution considered vital to all Ameri
cans, particularly religious minorities," 

The Helms Amendment, introduced by 
Senator Jesse Helms (R-N. Carolina), reads 
in part: "The Supreme Court shall not have 
jurisdiction to review, by appeal, writ of cer
tiorari or otherwise any case arising out of 
any state statute, ordinance, rule, regulation, 
or any part thereof, or arising out of any act 
interpreting, applying or enforcing a state 
statute, ordinance, rule or regulation which 
relates to voluntary prayers in public schools 
and public buildings." 

In explaining its position on tbe Helms 
Amendment, Agudath Israel said: "The issue 
before this nation now in the Helms Amend
ment is not school prayers; at stake is an 
attempt to seriously weaken the highest court 
of our land which we consider crucial to the 
prot~ction of the constitutional guarantees 
of religious freedom." 

The statement continued: "While the 
Orthodox Jewish community has disagreed 
with the Supreme Court on occasions, par
ticularly on the issue of government aid to 
non-public schools, we never advocated 
weakening its authority. The Jewish people, 
whose history is filled with a sad record of 
discrimination spanning centuries and con
tinents, treasures the role of the Supreme 
Court in safeguarding our human rights and 
freedoms in this country. We therefore can
not take any position on the school prayer 
issue at this time, because of our overriding 
concern with the attempt of the Helms 
Amendment to infringe upon the sovereignty 
of the Supreme Coyrt, a threat which makes 
it essential that this Amendment be de
feated." 

;e: SHELLY 
; J!~l:a = 438-3402 
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For a 
Splendid Pesach and 
Instant Peace of Mind 

Sim cha 
By The Sea 

Staten Island, N. Y. 
Overlooking the Ocean on Scenic Historic 

Mid/and Beach 

Featuring 
• Highest Standards of Kashrus 
• No Gebrokts, Shmura Matzo exclusively 
• Private Sedorim 
• Mouth-Watering Glatt Kosher Gourmet 

Meals 
•Special Attention To Restricted Health Diets 
• Magnificent Ocean View Rooms 
• All Rooms With Individual Thermostat 

Controls For Heat And Air Conditioning 
• Daily Oaf Yomi And Halacha Shiurim 
•Entertainment - Yorn Tov Ruach 
• Minutes to Boro Park, 35 Minutes to 

Midtown Manhattan 
• Daily Transportation Arranged 
• Chol Hamoed Day Camp - Outings 
•Tea Room Open 'Round the Clock 

The Wonderful People of Our Guest Registry 
Span the Continental U.S.A., Europe and Abroad. 

Simcha By The Sea is Now Open for Family 
Simchas and Individual Guests 

Reserve Now 

(212) 979-7400 
(212) 435-3200 
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Agudath Israel Inaugurates 
Brooklyn Community 

Service Center 
A multi-service center, which is designed 

to serve the community by offering many of 
the organization's programs at the local level, 
was inaugurated last week by Agudath Israel 
of America at 803-5 Kings High\vay (corner 
East 8th Street) in Flat bush. 

Some of the Agudath Israel agencies that 
will provide services at the Kings Highway 
office at Project COPE (Career Opportuni
ties and Preparation for Employment), Pro
ject RISE (Russian Immigrant Services and 
Education), and Reshet Shiurei Torah. The 
community center will be headed by Rabbi 
Sholom Steinberg, who also heads Agudath 
Israel's Community Services Division and 
who \Vas one of the leaders of the Iranian 
Jewish Task Force dt the main headquarters 
of Agudath Israel of America at 5 Beekman 
Street in Manhattan. According to Rabbi 
Steinberg the effort to absorb Iranian Jews 
into the Jewish community will continue 
through the Kings Highway office. In addi
tion, he pledged to expand outreach activities 
to the neighboring Sephardic community as 
part of Agudath Israel's program to involve 
more Sephardic Jews in the mainstream of 
the Orthodox Jewish Community. 

Ten New Oaf Yomi Groups 
Launched, Agudath Israel Com

mission Anounces 

When participants of the Oaf Yomi (fo!io
a-day) Talmud study program concluded the 
tractate Shavuos and began lvfesechet At>oifoh 
Zarah, at least ten new Oaf Yomi groups were 
launched throughout the City of New York, 
it was announced by the Oaf Yomi Commis
sion of Agudath Israel of America. The new 
groups, located in all parts of the city, are a 
part of the trend towards the formulation of 
such groups in shuls and even in businesses 
throughout the country. 

Agudath Israel publishes pocket size trac
tates to make it convenient for Oaf Yomi 
students to study the folio each day when 
traveling. The current mesechet, Avodah Zarah, 
is part of the edition which includes the trac
tates Shavuos, Makos and Horiyus. 

The Daf Yomi Commission also publishes 
calendars for students of the program in 
which they can monitor the daily folio. The 
calendar is issued each year, but it is also 
available as part of a seven year edition, the 
time necessary to complete the entire 
Talmud. 

For additional information contact the Oaf 
Yomi Commission of Agudath [srael of Ame~ 
rica, 5 Beekman Street, New York, N.Y. 
10038. 
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National Tax Credit Effort For Yeshivos Launched By Agudath Israel 

A new natinn\.vide effort to pass the Moy
nihan-Packwood Tuition Tax Credit Bil! in 
the 97th Congress was launched by the 
Commission on Legistition and Civic Action 
of Agudath Israel of Amerka,. it was an+ 
nounced by Prof. Aaron Twerski, chairman. 
A task force of Agudath Israel officials under 
Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky, director of Gov
ernment and Public Affairs, has ,dready deve
loped a network of state committees and 
coordinators in 30 states to be part of this 
ndtional drive which is to be called: "Cam
paign to Relieve Independent Education." In 
making the announcement of the renewed 
campaign, Prof. T werski said that this comes 
at a time when "the middle-class and the 
institutions that serve them desperately re
quire relief." 

The Moynihan-Packwood bill would per
mit parents of children in non-public schools 
to claim a tax credit for tuition The credit 
would be calculated at the rate of fifty percent 
of the tuition paid by the taxpayer to one or 
more eligible institutions for himself, his 
spouse, or any of his dependents. When the 
law becomes fully effective, it will provide a 
maximum credit of $250 per year for elemen
tary and secondary school students, and $500 
per year for students at post-secondary 
schools. 

In completing his assessment of the climate 
in Washington for tuition tax credits, Rabbi 
Lubinsky noted that President Ronald Rea
gan has gone on record in strong support of 
tuition tax credits. 

In addition, the Agudath Israel Office of 
Government and Public Affairs believes that 
at ledst half of the Senate is solidly in favor of 
tuition tax credits, with many recently elected 
Sendtors leaning in that direction. With the 
signs clearly in favor of tuition tax credits, 
Agudath Israel has decide.;i to mount an 
immediate nationwide effon so that the 
tuition tax credit is proposed early in theses
sion. The Agudath Israel leadership has also 
been in contact with Senator Moynlhan's 
office on this bill. 

Attorney Steven Prager, executive secre
tary of the Commission on Legislation, will 
be directed to give tuition tax credits his 
priority in the coming months. The Commis
sion is currently preparing kits for use by the 
state coordinators and yeshivos throughout 
the country. The special office for"Campaign 
to Relieve Independent Education" under 
Prager will assist organizations and individu
als in joining this tuition tax credit fight. 

Professor Larry Katz 
Chnirmnn Of Tn.r Credit Drive 

Prof. Larry Katz, dean of the University of 
Baltimore Law School, has been named the 
national chairman of the "(:ampaign to Re
lieve Independent Education." Prof. Katz's 
background of service to yeshivos and the 
Orthodox Jewish community, corµbined with 
his outstanding academic credentials, makes 
him best qualified for the leadership role in 
this historic opportunity for Torah education. 

Torah Tapes Innovation: Zevachhn 

Another first in the innovative Torah 
Tapes series is the availability qf the first 
perek of Mesechtas Zevachim-Gemora with 
Rashi-on cassette. Many people find diffi
culty in studying the Gemaros in Seder 
Kadoshim because of unfamiliar concepts, 
and the variations in the text of Rashi's com
mentary. This new tape offers an enviable 
opportunity to study Zevachim independent
ly, with a simple and clear explanation with 
every word of the Gemora and Rashi, trans
lated into Yiddish, prepared with the 
guidance of Gedolei Yisroel. 

Daf Yomi Tapes have won wide admiration 
and endorsement for their clarity of explana
tion of even the most difficult and complex of 
topics in the Talmud. These tapes have won 
the haskama (endorsement) of the Torah 
giants of our generation including R,abbi 
Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi Yaakov Kamen
etzky, Rabbi Moshe Stern (Debrecener Rav) 
Rabbi Menashe Klein (Ungvar), Rabbi 
Shmuel Wasner, Rabbi Yaakov Perlow 

(Novominsk), and Rabbi Bezalel Zolty. 
In the near future, tapes on the rest of 

Mesechtas Zevachim will be available, as are 
a number of tapes on other Mesechtas of 
Shas. For further information call 6J3-3921, 
or 436-1046. 

Newly Reprinted 

Be'er Moshe

Bereishis and Shemos 

by the Ozrouer Rebbe, Horav Moshe 
Yechie/ Epstein, z.t.l. 

for your copy write or call: 

Rabbi Sheldon Kovitz 
82"46 Lefferts Blvd. 

Kew Gardens, NY 
212"846· 1494 
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------------Spotlight on RIRF Activities 

As thousands of Soviet Jews continue to 
come to Israel every year, joining the 
hundred thousand-plus already there, their 
struggle becomes one of acculturation and 
economic adjustment. The spiritual factor 
too often falls by the wayside-both for the 
domination of other concerns and the 
deliberate neglect of Israeli officialdom. 

In 1972, Agudath Israel of America 
launched the Russian Immigrant Rescue 
Fund to meet the spiritual needs of the Rus
sian Olim. In the course of these past eight 
years, the Russian Immigrant Rescue Fund 
helped support and provide 30 special syna
g9gues, 6 yeshivas, 7 Ulpanim with a Torah 
flavor, a network of Torah classes in various 
cities geared for youth and adults, Moadi
nim-youth centers, a job training service, 
summer camps for children, free loan-funds, 
as well as a broad range of festival celebra
tions and holiday gatherings, and other 
religious needs. 

Recently, two "special events" were spon
sored by the Russian Immigrant Rescue 
l=und, which the reader will no doubt find of 
interest: 

A Sefer Torah For Ashdod 

Ashdod, Section 8, is the home of about 
130 Russian Ashkenazi immigrant families. 
A year and a half ago, the RIRF assisted in 
opening a synagogue for the immigrants. 
Since then, they have been trying to find a 
Sefer Torah for the new synagogue. 

Until now, for lack of a better solution, the 
gabbai of Shul had no choice but to borrow a 
Sefer Torah from a nearby synagogue, and in 
sun or rain, take advantage of the local 
eiru.v and bring a Sefer Torah every Shabbos 
morning to the synagogue (a distance of 1 Vi 

kilometer), and then return it afterwards. 
A new Sefer Torah was recently donate.cl to 

the Bucharan Yeshiva, thus releasing the 
Yeshiva's old Sefer Torah for use in the 
Ashdod synagogue. 

The Hachnosas Sefer Torah took place this 
summer in Ashdod. 10 days in advance, large 
notices were pasted on the streets of Ashdod, 
calling the new immigrants to take part in 
this celebration. 

The day arrived, and the immigrants 
began to gather at the starting point of the 
procession-the home of Mr. Shlomo Goldis, 
the first gabbai of the synagogue and himself 
a recent immigrant from Carpathia. 300 
immigrant adults and 150 children followed 
the Sefer Torah, which was carried under a 
special Chuppah. Many of the children, who 
carried lighted torches, attend local Chinuch 

68 The Jewish Observer J January, 1981 



n:ftr:f.l't' ."J"t.YU 
Oy)'nt'!;i:') •n11:t 

C.tJrittb ti!!'>n. 

'ii":t'"t:.t- •)Or , •. ·n,,n,., r\\il).P'J'.ri:"vl::t 
)ff:.,•'·~n"OiJrt·V<jw 

:i 't· 'lrJ.) - '1 ::i l'1 ::i ' 0 i'l ' 

h'i:ii:i •·m1~·i •t:>,lj;t .noJ::>:-t n•::i n::>lln'1 
:-ti::l'::i ,,,;,, n••?l7'1 iittil7:-t •l7i'i'K. 11n•n!>\ 

rt.JO ri1.rt1;·c2:s.s:80).l'l"~n· '.n':lx )''': /•1~ oltl ii'"tt au:·pnnl!t 
.n11ri,•·-i·,~ :•f:itri'U\l-'t .•n-, · ,x"'\:n:r. ·•.1t."'1•':1 •t:::r"ltlil 11'0)'.:>;i rt•1·· njn,"'!;r 

't!tl:~!J1~. ~' ·~.i:i· Ji~ijlpritt.«i::l:J...Ul.:t :1til'(T tnun:i: vriMJi 

:. n.i,:!l- n·J:t i!t"1 :i 
ns}l.1b;;r·n.'1t1)ti:. i~~l ·~r·n ¥t.\K~»0: s;t;t'),H,,"10 

&:·htt'..:C:.'..~t;•'iit;.n:iYl'i:l'i{rtS·;,1~ '):!,.,:\ ;ii)lrfK 'itH}'.,,,. 
.:6'1'.{.iV.i~~·'n·~-,)1:1:·tT··n:rvn ;JI\ "i.~''i' ',::i'ti-)k•tt>· ntwQ ·.,a:; 

~··,:ri. ~;' .. !1·~:1:? :hil;')P>;,.,.~~'n,.;0: ~·Mi.?'.·~.;,~1'f "·'~'."~~ .. 
<nlntfJ. 1i:V1)·. ~.•n1::. :-pWn':I :<'tj?'.?h 1~ry. ·'.~l.tt;:! •.~""·w':::~·.ft''.'~i: ~~tt: 

. tP.ll'Di"'f Qth."Urc.1.'"itit?f. , .• tlf 

;·hij):,ri.'.l: 

~·<"';~~. •;: ''Y,1:t.~:i-,..,.f<. ·~~~)~.~~.h.:;>~~'.·::,.~:/'\~~~.ri~;'ri:'~j~ .• , 
'~ibi.~.ij'.''.~.~:1.;;:;·i;~;:;. b.~; ·~.~:·ri~h.~".~.sA.?ti\ :·~.~~~r.if 

The Jewish Obse1ver / fonu<iry, 1981 

Atzmai Torah schools in Ashdod. A band 
made up of immigrant musicians from 
Moldavia accompanied the procession with 
tradition,:i] tl1nes, as it made its way along the 
streets of Ashdod. through the immigrant 
center, to the new synagogue, with scon•s of 
new ln1n1igrant joining the procession along 
the ~vay. At the shul, a further assembly of 
imn1igrants a~vaited the procession of the 
Hachnosas Sefer Torah, which many wit
nessed for the first time in their lives. 

After the recital of Tehillirn 24 and f"v·ith 
hundreds of immigrants singing and danc
ing, the Sefer Torah was brought into the 
synagogue and placed into the Aron Kodesh. 

The Habbi of Ashdod, Rabbi Sinai Adler. 
followed by the Vice Mayor of Ashdod, and 
representatives of the Absorption Ministry 
<ind of the Ministry of Religion, extended 
good wishes and thanked the RlRF orgnniza
tion. v-1hich today is the only body so inten
sively active in opening synagogues and giv
ing Sifrei Toral1 and talifot and tefillin to the 
new immigrant.:;. 

The celebration conduded late into the 
night with singing. dancing and great joy. 

Group Bar Mitzvah in Ramot 

Last month, Shkunat Ramot in Yerusha
!ayim dressed in its finery in honor of one of 
the most unusual celebrations to take place in 
the settlement since it was established. 
~. ',,'• .. · .... ........ : ,_:' .:, '--"---
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Ramot is a housing development for 
young couples and new immigrants situated 
about half an hour's journey from Central 
Jerusalem, and includes about 700 immigrant 
families, mostly from Bucharah and Central 
Russia. 

The Russian Immigrant Rescue Fund is 
very active in Ramot, and for the immigrants, 
the RlRF representative Rabbi Deutsch is the 
first address to turn to with problems and 
difficulties. Two Shiurei Torah for boys in 
Ramot were established by the RIRF com~ 
mittee, and during the years, many graduates 
of those shiu.rim have advanced to full-time 
Yeshivas. 

The large central synagogue in Ramot 
was also built with the aid of RIRF, which 
donated the Sefer Torah and contributed 
towards the purchase of the furnishings. In 
this same synagogue, the RIRF now held a 
grand Bar-Mitzvah celebration for 34 
immigrant youths from Bucharah. 

By 4:00 in the afternoon, the traditional 
Bucharan melodies echoed through the loud
speakers along the streets of Ramot, inviting 
the many inhabitants to come and join. The 
crowds began to gather and the 34 Bar
Mitzvah boys, many dressed in the tradi+ 
tional finery of the Bucharan community, 
accompanied by their parents, began arriving 
at the synagogue. 

At 5:15, Mr. Binyamin Rosenstein, Direc
tor of the Russian Immigration Department, 
opened the occasion. He welcomed the Guest 
of Honor, Rabbi Dr. ltzchok Levin, member 
of the World Organization of Agudath Israel, 
and the Agudath Israel delegate in the United 
Nations. Rabbi Levin, together with Mr. 
Lewenstein, Chairman of the Department, 
were given the honor to present each Bar 
Mitzvah youth with the gift of a splendid bag 
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containing a tallis, tefillin, Siddur and 
Chumash. 

Now came the highlight of the ocC<'lsion: 
The Bar-Mitzvah boys donned their new 
tallis and tefillin, in accordance with the 
Bucharan custom to wear tefillin for the first 
time at the Mincha service, to the stra:ns of 
the traditional Bucharan tune "Shehechi
yanu 

Rabbi Elcharar, Rabbi of the Sephardic 
community in Ramot, led the congregation in 
a n1oving Mincha service. 

Immediately after Mincha, the hundreds 
of guests took their seats, their eyes raised to 
the distinguished dais, graced by Rabbi 
Bezalel Zolty, chief Rabbi of Yerushalayim; 
Rabbi Dr. ltzchak Levin; the late Rabbi 
Shmuel Shaulson, il"i.', former Vice Mayor of 

~-· 

Jerusalem; Rabbi A.Y. Lezersohn, Vice 
Director of Chinuch Atzmai; Rabbi Shlomo 
Neiman, Rabbi of Ran1ot; Rabbi D. Y. 
Deutch, RIRF representative in Jerusalem; 
and Mr. Gedaliah Shreiber, Chairman of the 
Religious Council in Jerusalem. 

After the distinguished guests addressed 
the assembly, one of the Bar Mitzvah boys 
who attends the RIRF Torah class in Ramot, 
Gavriel Mataov, took the floor and delivered 
a Torah discourse. Gavriel concluded with 
warm words of appreciation for all the Rus~ 
sian Immigrant Rescue Fund has done for 
hin1self and his friends. 

The assemblage then adjourned to the 
Seudas Mitz.vah at set tables and with sing
ing and dancing, concluded the evening of 
celebration and inspiration. 
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at the 
RYE TOWN HILTON 

699 Westchester Avenue Port Chester, New York Town of Rye 

Garden Weddings 
Bar Mitzvah Weekends 

Magnificent Country Setting 

Call Your Hilton Reservation Service - Group Center. Ivan Brent 

(914) 939-6300 ][ Director of Catering 
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$3 Million Chinucft Atzn1ai 
Emergen.cy Siirvival Campaign 

Th:O'. lsrael Clo\·ernrr,ent reduced 
the fl\inistty of Education budget, 
slashing ~950,000 from the Chinuch 
Atzmai subsidy. 

in educationa! terms, this rr1eans: 

6 3030 less teaching hours per week 

@ 1 Os of thousands 
deprived of free lunch 

" l 00' s without 
transportation. 

• Classes will be 
forced to use 
sub· standard 
housing. m 

'1"1'.j;'t Glt.U'U\ 
to c<.Jrtail itS learning progran-:s, and has 

rehired a!i 200 teachers, increasing its portion 
of the budget by 50%. 

$3,000,000 is urgently needed to supplement 
maintenance budget/or school year (80.81) 5741 

-~"-

ANSWER THE EMERGENCY CALL OF THE GEDOLEI YISROELI 
TORAH SCHOOLS FOR ISRAEL 

CHINlJCH ATZMAI -- ,.,K:i •K)'.)Y_:Yil Jilni1 ?:l'10 
167 l</ladison Avenue, New York, N.Y.10016 (212) 889-0606 

1·-~-~-------------1 
\ T drah School For Israei 

I 
167. Madison Avenue 
NeW.Yo:rk City, N.Y. 10016 

I' I'm ~esp;nding to the call Of Gedolei . .J'isroe!! 
I 0 Enclose<;! find rny contribution of r -------
1 

0 Please accept my pledge of $ ---------------- j 
Nom•-----------------------

1 Add,~~ , ! 
L - ' I 
--~·---------- M£~--~- -

Our survival needs: 
$8500 a class 
$5400 a teacher 
$1800 Nassi Layom 
$200 Emergency Suruival Membership 

---- ... -
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