


THE JEWISH

THE JEWISH OBSERVER (ISS5N
0021-6615} is published monthly,
except July and August, by the
Agudath Israel of America, &
Beekman Street, New York, N.Y.
10038. Second class postage paid
at New York, N.Y. Subscription
$12.00 per vyear; two years,
$21.00; three years, $28.00; cut-
side of the United States, $13.00
per year. Single copy, §1.50
Printed in the U.S.A.

Rapel Nisson Wolrrin
Editor

Editorial Board
Dx. Exnst BOBENHEIMER
Chairman

Raset NatHan Burman
Rass1 JoserH Evnlas
JosepH FRIEDENSON
Rasri Mosse SHERER

Micsar. RoTrscaiLp
Business Manager

Tur Jewish Owservir does not
assume responsibility for the
Kashrus of any preduct or ser-
vice advertised in its pages.

MAR. 1980, VOL. XV, NO. 4

ADAR 5741

BSERVER

in this issue...

Yoseif Mendelevich Comes Home
“From Bondage to Freedom,” Nisson Wolpin ............ 3

Notes From a Conversation, with Rivka Drori ........... 5
A Letter From Prison, Yoseif Mendelevich. .. ......... vers 6
Sweet Taste of Freedom!, Hillel Goldberg .. .... e 7
The Torah Family
Introduction, Rabbi Yitzchok Kerzner ... .ooovvvveeuo. ... 9
Raising a Torah Family, Rabbi Elya Svei ............... . 10
Between Parents and Son., Rabbi Avraham Pam ......... 15
“Dear Mother,” Breindy Leizerson......... ceeraiiiiea... 19

The Shabbos Table: A Therapist's View, Meir Wikler .. .. 23

Out of Many, One-A Purim Message,
Rabbi Avraham Chaim Feuer .. ........... e 29

“Welcome Home!”—The View From 925, Nisson Wolpin ...... 37
Books in Review

Halachos of Pesach................... e, 41

Bircas FaChammah ....................

Mitzva Encyclopedia: Passover Matzos ................ 42
A Purim Passing, Hanoch Teller................ e 45
Time, a poem by Devorah Gershon. . .............. Cereesieaa.. 49
A Prayer, a poem by Devorah Gershon ............ Crevraeie... 50
Letterstothe Editor . ........................... vevee.s. SI
At the Wall, a poem by Yehuda Relis .. ......oooveo. ... veev.. 53

Cover photegraph: Rochamim Israeli



Nisson Wolpin

“From Bondage to Freedom”

The name Yoseif Nechemia ben Chaya—Ilosif Men-
delevich—has been on lips of Jews off and on, for over
ten years, beginning with the December 1970 Lenin-
grad trial in which losif and eleven others were accused
of attempting to hijack a plane to Sweden, from where
they could proceed on to Israel. We read about his heroic
declaration in the courtroom, when he shouted out
Shema Yisrael . .. for all the world to hear.
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Yoseif Meneleich
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And then we heard little more, until January 1976,
when Shimon Grilius visited America in an attempt at
winning freedom for Yoseif. Shimon was a former cell-
mate of Yoseif--incarcerated for applying for a visa to
Israel when he should have known better. In an inter-
view with The Jewish Observer (Jan., 76), he told how
Yoseif had inspired him with his incredible devotion to
Torah and mitzpos—even in the harsh prisons of the
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Soviet Union . . . how Yoseif virtually risked his life not
to work on Shabbos . . . how he refused to eat non-kosher
food, avaiding chometz on Pesach to the point of subsist-
ing on 800-900 calories per day; even insisting on keep-
ing his head perennially covered! . . . and how helearned
from Yoseif: “He taught me to read Hebrew, to daven, to
keep kosher ... Shabbos ... we studied lyur (Job) to-
gether—everything I know.”

Then in March, 1978, Yoseif’s sister Mrs. Rivka Drori
visited the States to lobby on his behalf. She also visited
The Jewish Observer officer and poured out her story,
filling in intimate details of Yoseif's youthful dedication
to Torah as inculcated by their parents. How their late
father had copied page after page of the tefillos in his
letters to Yoseif to use for davening in prison .. . how a
rabbiin Israel adopted Yoseif as a pen-pal, and regularly
wrote him letters with discussions on the week’s Sedra
... how she feared for his physical health and emotional
well-being. (Gee ]O, April 78: “Shlichat Mitzoah.”}

In May, 1979, the Soviet government dramatically
released five dissidents, including the last Jewish mem-
bers of the Leningrad Twelve—except losif Mendele-
vich. Rivka Drori returned to these shores to plead her
brother’s case. In a confidential interview (until now not
published for reasons that should be obvious), Mrs.
Drori related in detail how her brother had kept the
previous Pesach (5739), as told to her by losif's former
priscn-mate, Hillel Butman, who had been among the
five that were released. Notes from this conversation
follow. We did, however, publish a call to the public to
remember the forgotten member of the Twelve (JO,
April, 79), reminding readers that “he was then [in 78]
and still is [in "79] in solitary confinement—then in the
notorious Vladimir Prison, now in equally severe Chis-
topol. As the reader may remember, this additional
hardship was imposed on losif for refusing to eat non-
kosher foods and insisting on completing his seven-day
work quota in but six days to avoid working on Shabbes.
This was considered a violation of the laber camp regu-
lations.” Since then—thanks to public efforts on the
part of various communal organizations as well as the
private intervention with hundreds of US Congress-
men, Senators and State Department Officials by Agu-
dath Israel of America, among other groups, as well as
calls to prayer for the health of “Yoseif Nechemia ben
Chaya"—Mendelevich’s plight has been a top concern of
Jews the world over.

A dramatic, searching, and inspiring letter written in
Hebrew by Yoseif to his Israeli correspondent reached
us in November, 1980. We refrained from publishing it
then, in the belief that not all that is known must be
publicized. Now that circumstances have changed, we
are publishing an English translation of the letter (pre-
pared by Rabbi Nosson Scherman, editor of the Art
Scroll-Mesorah Series) in the next pages.

During the weeks that followed, reports trickled out
that Yoseif was wasting away . . . and then the alarming
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news that his whereabouts were unknown. . ..

Which heart did not skip a beat when on February 18,
1981, the news services reported that losif Mendelevich
was released and was aboard a plane enroute to Israel
via Vienna! Who did not rejoice to hear how, when he
set foot on holy soil in Lod Airport, he was greeted by a
large crowd, whom he told: “I am overhwelmed with joy
to be in this ‘kibbutz goling’ (ingathering of the exiles),
where [ have come to build Eretz Yisroel through fulfilling
the mitzvos of the Torah. I hope to be able to continue to
be “mekadesh Hasherd

As his car approached Jerusalem he begged the driver
to stop when he entered the city, so “I might proceed by
foot to the Kosel Maaravi.”

Further details of his press conference reached us,
such as his words to hundreds of local and foreign
newsmen. Before he entered the packed hall, he insisted
that the television directors promise not to run his
interview on Shabbos. . . . When asked what he hopes to
see in Israel, Mendelevich replied: “Mamleches Kohanim
ve'Goy Kadosh (a Kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation}”
... In the middle of the press conference, Mendelevich
took everyone by surprise when he said: “I notice that
the sun is setting and I didn't daven Mincha. Let’s have a
recess until after Mincha!”

* * *

The losif Mendelevich story is not finished. He has a
life ahead of him, and we pray that he soon finds the
opportunity to build a family of his own in the Holy
Land ... that he have the opportunity to continue his
spiritual growth, fulfilling all the lofty yearnings from
his lonely years of suffering and deprivation . . . and that
the rest of us, who are so fortunate to live in lands of
unlimited opportunity and freedom from oppressive
restrictions, draw inspiration from Yoseif Nechemia's
unstinting heroism and growth in emuna in the darkest
of circumstances.

As losif Mendelevich yearned to be released from
spiritual bondage to freedom, so must we.

-
)

The Jewish Observer / March, 1981



Yoseif Mendelevich

Notes From a Conversation ...

Notes from a Conversation with Rivka Drori on May 24, 1979, regarding
losif Mendelevich’s heroic conduct in Chistopol Prison:

Shabbos in Chistopol

losif is anxious to honor the Shabbos in every way
possible. The prison wardens have already accepted the
inevitability of losif working overtime on his basket-
weaving assignment during the weekday nights so that
his weekly quota is filled and he is free for his Shabbos
rest, Josif removes his striped prison tunic each Friday
night: At first he was left only with his white undershirt.
... He did not have any other special Shabbos garment.
Then one of his fellow prisoners saw his predicament
and gave him a shawl, which he reserved for Shabbos.
losif had gone to prison nine years ago with a set of arba
kanfos (the four-cornered garment on which tzitzis—
ritual fringes—are fixed). This eventually wore out,
but he salvaged the fzitzis--the strings. He tied these on
to the four corners of this shawl and wears this “tallis”
when he davens on Shabbos

Erev Pesach

losif saved a few stray pieces of string, hoarded bits
of oils, greases and wax, and fashioned these into a
candle. When he lit the candle the night before Pesach,
he was asked by another prisoner, “What are you
doing?”

“Looking for breadcrumbs.”

“That’s ridiculous, " laughed the other fellow. “Who
drops crumbs around here? And if someone ever did,
the mice would have eaten it.”

“Nonetheless,” losif replied, “l am searching. Thisis a
religious ritual.”

He also had kept an onion bulb in water so it should
grow sufficiently, to use the greens for karpas at his Seder,
... He reported to the infirmary complaining of back-
aches, to be given mustard—ostensibly for a plaster.
Instead, he used the mustard formarror—Hhe bitter herbs for
the Seder. . .. Earlier in the year, when raisins were com-
mon in the prison diet, losif pocketed his share and
stored them in a mud-smeared old jelly jar that he kept
in his cell. He added water in hope that a fermented
raisin wine would result. When questioned by a prison
guard regarding the muddy jar in his cell, he replied that
it was something left over that he intended to discard—
but he never did. He celebrated his Pesach with wine,
Karpas and marror.
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The Night of Liberation

Before entering prison, losif had written out the
entire Haggada in a notebook. He recently memorized it
so he could then passit on to Anatol Shcharansky. First,
he painstakingly wrote out a literal translation of the
Haggada into Russian for the use of his fellow-prisoner,
Hillel Butman. . . . When the guard caught him with a
handwritten Hebrew text, and questioned him about it,
he replied coolly, “This is Arabic. I am studying the
language.”

He subsisted on a starvation diet of only 300 grams of
food prepared without any grain derivatives. Butman
offered him a potato from his own servings, but losif
refused, not wishing to have someone else hunger
because of his own needs.... According to reliable
reports, losif has lost 20 kilo (about 48 pounds) since
entering prison.

Preparing for Prison

losif is known to his fellow prisoners as a relentless
masmid, studying Hebrew from any source available.
When his father was still alive, he used to include differ-
ent parts of fefilla in each letter. Now, as a result, losif
has a complete siddur.

A correspondent from lIsrael has been sending losif
thoughts on the Sedrz each week for the past five years.
Not all of the letters have reached him, but over the
years losif has accumulated some 100 installments.

losif must have some access to a Nack in one form or
another because his every letter is full of references to a
different psukim, and he often poses questions on topics
in Nach.

{(Mrs. Drori then went on, speculating in detail on
why Isoif was still detained and when he would be
released. . . . While the first question continues to puzzle
us, the second has been answered to our deep pleasure
and satisfaction.)

The Man on the Ramp

At the time of the alleged Leningrad hijacking, losif’s
other sister and her husband, Leib Knokh, were also
arrested. They were not aware that she was expecting a
baby. Once the authorities realized this, they trans-
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ferred her to a hospital for social deviants and prosti-
tutes, where she gave birth to her child, Severe compli-
cations, i.e. RH Factor and infections setin. But mother
and child survived and were soon permitted to leave the
country.

Now finally!-~Leib Knokh was being released from
prison. This was an event of national importance in
Israel, and the prime minister, Menachem Begin, was
waiting at the airport with the Knokhs and the Droris,
among others. The plane landed, the ramp wheeled to
the door and several men stepped out. Begin asked the
8-year old Knokh boy if he sees his father.

“I don't know,” he said. I never saw him before.”

“But didn't you ever see his picture?”

“Yes, ” he replied, “but he was young in the picture
and T only see old men coming down the ramp.”

“He's the one with the mustache,” said the Prime
Minister. “Run over to greet him.”

The child hesitated, then grabbed his cousin with one
hand, his aunt with the other and ventured to his father.
... They are now beginning a new life as a family in
[srael.

Rivka Drori brushed away a tear of happiness, but another tock
its place. “ When will it be Yoseif coming down the ramp?” she asked.

May 24, 1979

b0

Yoseif Mendelevich
A Letter From Prison

Parshas Vo'eschanan
8 Av 5740

“May your days be lengthened on the land that G-d gave
us”(Devarim 11:21)

My dear Rabbi Meir,

This is my first attempt after a long hiatus to write
a letter in Hebrew. ... I became so frustrated from
the tremendous pressures of studying all these years
without any possibility of utilizing my knowledge in
the near future, that study has become a burden to
me. ...

You can imagine how I simply cannot contain my
sense of exhilaration, now that I've ended my three
years of stifling confinement! I was absolutely
stunned by the abundance of light and fresh air that
poured upon me from the heavens! What a pleasure
to breathe pure air, to bless each morning the first
rays of the rising sun, to marvel at the majestic world
that G-d has created! All these feelings arouse my
dreams for the Land and for that sublime reunion.

Forgive the many errors, the poor expression, and
the paucity of the contents of this letter. A lack of
study results in a lack of knowledge. I am almost like a
vegetable, with only hopes and dreams filling my
mind. Perhaps deep within the innermost recesses of
my soul my thinking is progressing, even if only sub-
consciously. In the past, I devoted much time to study
of languages and to reading, but lately this is so far
from my primary interest—the study of Torah! How
mundane all secular studies have become by
comparison!

<]

... There is no hiding the fact that time takes its toll.
[ have not grown appreciably in any moral dimension.
Granted that man is not subject to easy change; non-
etheless, several of my traits from the past have now
become sharper and more salient, and have emerged
from potential to actual. It is my plan and my prayer
to develop as a complete person someday. .. . Please
forgive the vagueness of my words; the long interrup-
tion in my correspondence is at fault.

“And now, Israel, what does G-d demand of you.” |
endeavor always to be prepared and alert for revela-
tion of the Schechina—G-d's Presence—which after all
is the day-to-day concern of every religious man.
When this awareness becomes difficuit for me, [
imagine that G-d’s eye peers down upon me. It pains
me that by nature [ am not given to lofty thoughts. [
am too materialistic-an am ha'arefz—an ignoramous.

It is already three years that no news has reached
me about your farm.  am curious to learn about the
success of the social work you planned several years
ago-~the investment in senior citizen housing, the
Torah school, and the training program for young
people who have come to the Kibbutz. What institu-
tions have you established? Have you built any new
workshops?

People who meet me now are astonished because
they thought that [ had already made aliyak. I am also
astonished—although less than they; but I am not dis-
illusioned. Everything is in the hands of G-d.

A Jew naturally tends to see the world as a prison
from which a man must learn and become perfected
from the accumulation of experiences. Beyond doubt,
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this is why the world was created, for G-d is truly
merciful, and He teaches us the proper and just way.
At the same time, we are sadly oblivious to the fact
that the world does not bend to the will of man. The
world is beyond our comprehension and only rare
glimpses are revealed to man; most events cannot be
grasped. Many a scientist has erred in thinking that
the world was created according to rules of logic and
that one can dissect this world with intellectual tools.
In reality, we merely try to come to grips with the
world within the narrow confines of our limited
capacity of understanding. It is more than coincidental
that the two words “olam” (world) and “ne’elam” (hid-
den) are so similar in construction, and probably share
a common root. ... To be sure, this approach converts
our lives into something undefineable, enigmatic, and

on an omnipotent natural force and recognizes the
limits of our abilities. . ..

And now all that remains for me are a year and
several months until that yearned-for emotional
encounter and reunion with the Land of Israel, please
G-d. All that is happening in our Land still fascinates
me—within the limits of the information that reaches
me. With deep interest, | inquire about efforts to set-
tle the Land and our security in the region. By the
same token, the coming elections also capture my
curiosity. It is to my sorrow that | cannot participate
in them.

We hope that the Al-mighty will rest His name in
Jerusalem, and He will direct us in the proper way,
and will send us in the end of days the one whom He
has chosen to rule over Israel.

confusing; the only support we are left with is that
Tree of Life, our Torah. As a result, it is clear that

there is no contradiction between the Jewish religious
context and modern science, which also pins its faith

Yoseif Ben Moshe

translaled by Rabbi Nosson Scherman HON

Hillel Goldberg

The Sweet Taste Of

WESTERN WALL, JERUSALEM—
Suddenly, I glimpse him. Through
the crowd. White. Wan. On
another plain. His eyes. Those
eyes. Connectors to a different
world. After 11 years. Fighting for
existence. For Judaism. For the link
to the Beyond. For his way. His
vision. His ideal.

Fighting until it is not fighting
anymore. Fighting until it is natu-
ral, until it has formed and shaped
him into a person beyond our
experience, on an altogether separ-
ate plane.

Yosef: He began at 19. Jailed as a
boy. Released as a man. With a
white face, an old hat, those pierc-
ing eyes, oblivious to the thou-
sands dancing around him, obliv-
ious to the shouting
photographers: His long mission is
not yet consummated.

Hillel Goldberg, an American who lives in San-
kedria Murchevet in Jerusalem, is Senior Editor of the
Denver Intermountain Jewish News, where this
article originally appeared.
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Freedom!

He is out of prison, out of Rus-
sia, out of Vienna, in Israel, but
not yet at theKotel, The Western
Wall.

He is not there yet. The going is slow.
No matter. He waited 17 years and only
because of hardship. Now he is waiting
berause of the people clamoring around
him, dancing, singing, screaming. They
will not let him move, Finally he
approaches the wall. The crush is unbear-
able. No one can move. Shouting—ithe
photogrephers again. Ten straight min-
uies, Lights, flash bulbs, clamoring for
position,

Yosef is oblivious.

Finally the way clears. He draws
near. The Soviet prison is hours
ago. Vienna six hours age. Now
the Kotel. He prays. To himself.
No false gestures. No singing in
unison. No leading the mass in
prayer. No speeches,

This is his moment!

The thousands around him—-it is
as if they were not there.

The photographers still clamor,

but the crowd is silent. From
nowhere a tune begins to move
throughout the mass: “ believe, 1
believe with perfect faithin the
coming of the Messiah. Even
though he tarries, | believe that he
will come. I believe.”

They sang it af the entrance to the gas
chambers. They sing it now. The rain
increases. The stones of the Wall glisten in
the wet, The massive lamps overlooking the
wall darken in the raindrops.

What is Yosef doing?

No sound is heard. Yosef is
alone. Finally. Alone with G-d, at
His holy place. Suddenly: Kaddish.
Yosef intones in Russian-accented
Hebrew, in the high Russian pitch:
Yitgadal, veyitkadash, shemei rabbah.
May there be magnified. May
there be sanctified. . . . The kaddish
ends, Silence. Suddenly, dancing.
Restrained. Not like before. A cir-
cle is forming.

Yosef is still praying.

To himself.

The thousands are now circling




the vast plaza before the Kotel.
And singing. “The lost ones in the
land of Assyria will come to bow
down to G-d at the Holy Mount in
lerusalem. In Jerusalem. In Jerusa-
lem.” Then another song, “To the
Jews there was light and happi-
ness, delight and glory.” The song
is from the Megiilah. It is “Small
Purim.” The holiday of salvation in
spite of the tyrant. Salvation. Not a
concept. Not something of the

past. But here. Right now. The
next song:

“Q G-d, rebuild your Temple.
Soon!”

11 years he waited. And now it
is consummated. 2000 years the
Jews have waited. And it too shall
be consummated. Yosef Mendele-
vich is home. Soon we shall all be
home.

“Gather in the exiles from amidst the
gentiles, our scattered wanderers from the

corners of the earth.” The Wall. Glisten-
ing. Yosef finishes. Turns. A touch of a
smile crosses his face. Wildly the crowd
sings kim away from the Wall, then
disperses,

Five-thousand-seven-hundred-
and-eighty-one years into the crea-
tion: One night in the life of Jerus-
alem. On the way to the final
gathering-in. “I believe. With per-
fect faith.”

[ -]
ey
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adapted from introductory remarks by
Rabbi Yitzchok Kerzner

The family as an institution is in trouble on the Amer-
ican scene, as has been well documented. While the
Torah society has managed to create vibrant communi-
ties that have shielded and insulated themselves from
the devastating onslaught of the new morality, it would
be a dangerous self-delusion not to recognize that some
seepage has taken place into our own homes. One can-
not escape the pervasive influence of a materialistic,
secular, and hedonistic society.

The Torah describes Yankov Avinu's return o the Land of Israel
from Charan with his twelve sons as: ""Yaakov returned sholeim—
complete, perfect.” Rashi guotes the Midrash as finding Yaakov
“complefe in body, complete in material possessions, complete in
Torah”

This remarkable achievement has become the goal of
every conscientious Jew. It is the sum total of the course
of study of every yeshiva; and indeed, it is within our
study halls of Torah that this ideal can best be realized.

But there is a world beyond these walls, and it is
essential that this tri-faceted perfection be pursued in
the breader world, without compromise, acculturation,
or accommodation to corrosive values.

The rabbis add that Yaakev's arrival was “at heilight; and he
established boundaries.” The implication is that it was a time
of ambiguity, when it was difficult to discern between
right and wrong—so like our own complex era. Yaa-
kov's task of drawing sharp lines of distinction has been
assumed by the yeshivos. Inevitably, however, the point
is reached when one enters the world of the market-
place, where one is 50 subject to the influence of foreign
value systems. Here, we do not function in a setting of
perfection, but in one of fragmentation and disunity.
The tendency is to compartmentalize our values, and
assume one mentality in the office or behind the coun-
ter, and another in the beis midrash or shul. It is tragic,
indeed, if the criteria for “completeness in material pos-
sessions” is from a different source than “completeness
in body” or " .. Torah? Yet the affluence we are enjoy-
ing may well be responsible for some severe problemsin
our lives, and may have cut us off from the purity and
wisdom of the beis hamidrash.

All concerned parents surely harbor private anxieties
and fears, hopes and dreams for their children’s whole-
some development; and it undoubtedly will be to their
advantage to study the words of two leading roshei
yeshiva, who offer their insights on how to raise a Torah
family in a society that is so hostile to the Torah outlook
on life. With their guidance, our goals become clearer,
and our chances for success that much more possible.

Rabbi Kerzner, rabbi of Congregation Marhzikei Hadas of Clanfon Park in
Toronto, chaived the symposium on “Preserving the Tovah Family” at the recent
wational convention of Agudath lsrael of America. This infroduction and the articles
that follow are adapted from the convention addresses,
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Rabbi Elya Svei

Raising A Torah Family

The Family—a Keystone of Civilization

We are concerned about the state of the family, and
for good reason. Before entering a discussion on the
issue, however, let us first examine the Torah perspec-
tive on the topic.

The family structure invelves a number of mitzves,
notably teaching one’s children and honoring one’s par-
ents. These are not, as one might think, a Torah reac-
tion to the existence of the family: grandparents, par-
ents and children living together, often under one roof.
Rather, because the Torah contains the mitzvz of honor-
ing one’s parents, the world was created with each
person having a father and mother. As the Zohar says:

one of the very foundations of our belief. The mesorah
began when 600,000 Jews witnessed the revelation at
Mount Sinai, heard “Anochi .. .,” the first of the Ten
Commandments, and passed on the essence of this
experience from generation to generation. For a child to
accept and believe in this tradition, he must develop
loyalty to his parents. How is this nutured? The child is
born helpless, and relies on his parents for virtually all
his needs. And the parents are moser nefesh—extend
themselves beyond all considerations of comfort or
convenience—for the sake of the child, engendering a
loyalty in him. Then the mesorak can be transmitted. This
concept of mesorah, by the way, is not limited to Jews, but
applies to all of mankind. Non-Jews also have mesorah—

What is the role of the family in the Torah scheme of life?
A noted Rosh Yeshiva examines an ailing institution, points to the
problems, and suggests the ways of correcting some of the faults.

“G-dlocked into the Torah and then created the world.”
Torah is the blueprint of the world.

What, then, was the underlying reason for the world
to be set up in such a manner? Noliving creature except
man has an ongoing family life. This is surely of
significance.

Man is different in yet another way—he is utterly
helpless at birth. It takes him many years before he
develops any degree of strength, intelligence, and inde-
pendence. By contrast, all other creatures are born with
their potential in evidence. As the Gemorn says: A day old
ox is also called an ox. This is also a factor of importance.

The family structure—the sharing of lives and inter-
ests by members of different generations—is closely
connected with the concept of mesorak—the passing on
of our heritage from generation to generation, whichis

Rabbi Svei is Rosh Yeshiva of the Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadeiphia, This
essay is based on an address af the recent national convention of Agudath Isracl of
America.
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the seven Noachide commands—which emanate from
G-d’s instructions to Noach right after the mabul (the
deluge).

The condition of contemporary society, then, is easy
to understand. After one generation of a weakened
family structure, where in many respects transmission
of mesorah has ceased to function, the level of society’s
morality has tumbled and general decency has sunk
beyvond any foreboding. Primarily, this is because we
must rely on the health of the family to uphold the
world, and the family itself is failing.

Parental Cooperation

Yet another aspect of man’s uniqueness is unders-
cored by the Ra'aoad in the introduction to his sefer Baale
Nefesh, and this, too, is a significant feature of family life.
Whereas in all animais, the male and female were
created as separate entities, in mankind woman was
created as an integral part of man; later, when separ-
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ated, Adam described Chava as “bone from my bone,
flesh from my flesh,” and they still maintained a special
bond. Thereis a reason for this unique feature. Had the
male and female been created separately, then they
would be like animals in that no relationship would exist
between the two other than that of male vis-a-vis
female—to mate, for the perpetuation of the species.
But human couples must share a spirit of cooperation,
working together for a common purpose that goes
beyond bringing @ new generation into the world—to
pass on the mesorah which they had received. There must
be a relationship whereby she is the eizer kenedgo (help-
meet} and he views her in terms of “his wife is like part
of himself.”

The “Tznius” Element in Mesorah

Yet another feature of human nature, also exclusive
to mankind, is the sense of modesty and privacy, with
the capacity for shame, known as “tznins.”

This, too, was implanted in the human personality—
especially in the woman—as part of the Divine plan.

Chazal point to the term that describes G-d’s creation
of woman—"payiven (and He fashioned)” as related to
hisbonen—contemplated. That is, G-d (kaveyachol) had to
consider (lehishonen) which limb to select for the purpose
of creating the woman. Had He created her from
Adam’s eye, this faculty of vision would be dominant,
and women would have a compulsion to gaze, even
where one should not; if from the ear, she would tend to
hear too much, even that which one should avoid hear-
ing; if from the mouth, she would be endowed with a
tendency to talk too much ... for that limb or organ
would have been her very essence. G-d chose to fashion
her from Adam’s side, a part totally hidden from view,
so that the woman would be a Fzenu’s, modest. This
feminine factor—her very esssence, as interpreted by
Chazal—is essential for the existence and successful
function of the family, to facilitate the family’s role in
perpetuating our mesorah.

The Talmud refers to this in taking note of the
decision of Rachel, the daughter of Kalba Savua, to
marry Akiva, a decision that seemed something of an
enigma. Her father was one of the three wealthiest men
of Jerusalem who had helped support the city’s populace
when it was under seige. She could have had her choice
of the finest of men as her husband, yet she selected a
forty-year old, poor shepherd who was an am ha'aretz—
anilliterate. What did she see in him?—his tznius, we are
told—an attribute that is a binding prerequisite for
Torah. With the necessary character traits, he was able
to study Torah and grow in scholarship for forty years,
and then teach Torah for another forty years, and
became the Rabbon shel kol Yisrael, a key link in the chain
of Mesorah.

The Gemora interprets the phrase 92 *pwn in Shir
Hashirim as equating the thigh with Torah. Both require
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concealment, for Torah is only acquired with tznius.
Thus, woman—who is the eizer kenedgo, and whose pro-
vince is the family which transmits the mesorah—was
created from a hidden part of Adam, for this is an
essential requirement of Torah.

The Family Under Seige

Smugness and complacency are dangerous, for they
breed a lack of awareness to threatening problems.
Proud as we are of the outstanding educational institu-
tions that we have created in our communities, we dare

2

not take our blessings for granted. The morrow is never
secure. By the same taken, we take pride in the relative
stability of our families. But complacency is a trap, and-
we dare not rest on our laurels. This very element took
its toll in the “first family” of Jewish history: Yaakov
Avinu and his family . . . the Twelve Divine Tribes, who
in their perfection provided the foundation of Klal
Yisrael.

One incident regarding Yaakov's children begs for
clarification. How could this family, in its glorious per-
fection, suffer the degradation of Dena’s violation by
Chamor the crown prince of Shechem?

One of the explanations offered by Chazal, is derived
from the pasuk: = ov% 25000 78, “Do not rejoice over
the morrow.” One may be sure of today’s situation, but ore can
never be certain of tomorrow’s. Yaakov apparently failed to
honer this principle when he told Lavan, “And my
integrity will answer for me tomorrow” (Bereishis 30:33).
A harmless enough statement, yet Yaakov was faulted
for saying it, for with these words he indicated a cer-
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tainty in his integrity to which no one is entitled; he
expressed a lack of self-doubt in regard to his future-
standing as a righteous man, when one must forever
question himself in this respect. As confident as Yaakov
was, Dena proved the vulnerability of the family to
outside assault,

Watching For the “Tznius” Factor

Qur concern for our families and their integrity
should make us question ourselves, even when our
motives are honorable—especially in areas that touch
on fznius. With this in mind, we must examine a pressing
problem in the educational scene. Young women help-
ing in the support of their Kollel husbands find draw-
backs in careers in education. Teaching salaries are too
meager, and positions are in short supply in the geogra-
phic areas where the men are studying. So even when
the girls are yet single, they gravitate to “a clean and
simple profession” such as computer programming,
which they can continue to pursue in any location, after
they are married.

Their argument seems reasonable, but it does not
take into account that element of tznius which is so
crucial to the Jewish family. Again we have a precedent
from the first Jewish Family, that of Yaskevr Avinu:
Another factor of weakness pointed to as acause for the
breach in Yaakov's family is Dena’s outgoing nature.
The very words describing her excursion into Shechem
just prior to her violation—"“And Dena went forth"—are
used to describe her mother’s action when “Leah went
forth toward [Yaakov]” to inform him that he was to
spend the night in her tent instead of Rachels. The
Midrash describes Dena as “One who goes forth, the
daughter of one who goes forth,” implying that Dena’s
outgoing tendencies that invited trouble were inherited
from her mother.

This is puzzling to say the least, for as a result of the
initiative of “and Leah went forth,” she conceived her
son Yissachar, and Yissachar more than any of the other
sons of Yaakov came to personify Torah study. In fact,
the term Yaakov uses in his blessings to describe Yis-
sachar, as “a donkey . ..,” is a reference to the donkey
Yaakov rode, coming in from the Fields; Leah heard the
donkey bray and then stepped out to greet him. When
Yaakov praises Yissachar's forebearance, as “he bends
his shoulders to carry the burden,” he is referring to his
total submission to G-d—as the braying donkey shoul-
ders his burden. This admirable trait was inherited from
his mother: Stepping forth to tell her husband, “T have
engaged you . . . [from Rachel] with my son’s blossoms”
was not a simple matter for her; it was an act of self-
negation, to submit to what she perceived as G-d’s will
... as the braying donkey shoulders his burden. It was
this that Yaakov found so praiseworthy, and singled out
as Yissachar’s strength. Yet, how ironic: the very same
“And Leah stepped forth” that earned Yaakov's praise
was the source of the trait that made Dena a victim of
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Chamor, prince of Shechem. A most laudible attri-
bute—the ability to step forward—has its inevitable
built-in pitfalls and demands caution.

When planning a career, a young lady will undoubt-
edly think in terms of financial compensation, and for
the best of motives. But at the same time she must not
lose sight of the vateitzei (“and she went forth”) factor. A
young lady teaching little children in a yeshiva or day
school is not only in a protected environment; she is
functioning in one that promotes personal growth, as
well. By contrast, can one say that when a girl is work-
ing in an office, her fznius (personal modesty) is totally
unaffected or her sense of refinement is as wholesome
and innocent as it was the day she left seminary?
Granted, her reason for choosing office work is a good
one: a case of “and Leah went forth” for a good cause—
she wants to enable her husband to study, to have a
“Torah home.” But one cannot overlook considerations
of tznius, which is a requisite for Torah, for the existence
of the family, and for the perpetuation of the mesorah—
an essential ingredient for ascertaining that one’s child-
ren will grow up to be brei Torah.

Who's Responsible For The Family?

An unprecendented burden is being placed on our
young people as wives and mothers, as husbands and
fathers, but there are reasons for this,

Family life in our own genreration is significantly dif-
ferent from that of previous generations. In the past,
“family” referred to the extended group of father,
mother, grandparents, aunts and uncles, great-aunts
and great-uncles. In those days, it was possible for both
parents to be involved in a business venture and the
child would receive mesorah directly from his grand-
father—who sat and learned, went to his rebbi, and
generally linked the child to Sinai ... while the girl
received her meserak from her grandmother, who was a
tznu'a, and wise in the facts and nuances of her tradition.
But today’s generation is nurtured only by parents;
they—the father and the mother—must play the role of
parents, grandparents, and the entire constellation of
relatives to properly transmit the mesorah,

Parents cannot make verbal demands of their child,
and rest their case on that alone. The child must e
whatever his parents demand of him in their conduct.
When he witnesses the mesorah his parents had received
from their parents as a vibrant reality in their own lives,
then he can accept that meserah from his parents. This
will make a deep and lasting impression on him, and
then they can expect him to be an ideal yeshiva bachur, to
their pleasure and satisfaction. This is in keeping with
the purpose of the family—to transmit the mesorah. To
be sure, this means that the parents have to make
sacrifices for the sake of their child, involving inconven-
ience and even hardships so they can serve as effective
role models in their daily life; but this is essential if their
children are to grow up as they should.
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Links in the Generation Chain

Young people must conceive of themselves aslinks in
the chain of mesorah—not only as parents of the next
generation, but as teachers as well. Both the women and
the men must appreciate this and prepare themselves
accordingly.

A young lady may decide that as far as she is con-
cerned, entering the world of commerce, or computers,
or whatever area, is worthwhile (in spite of the “vateitzei
factor”) because in this manner she will be helping her
husband grow into a gadel b'Torah. Nonetheless, she
must also consider the needs of Klal Yisroel at large.
Mechanckim are alarmed that the best products of the
Bais Yaakov schools-—those most qualified to become
the teachers of the next generation—are instead seek-
ing employment in other areas. We all must share this
concern over who will train the girls of the next genera-
tion so that they too will want to marry Baei Torah. This
is a problem that requires careful consideration, and no
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voung lady should make her decision without consudt-
ing her mentors. If our best teachers-—those who would
be worthy of transmitting the mesorah that they re-
ceived-—seek careers in other fields, our future is bleak
indeed.

The men, of course, have their share of the respons-
bility, too. As the Gemora in Megilla explains, Kial Yisreel is
able to face the worst of circumstances and survive—-
only because of the Torah giants of each generation:

Chananya, Mishael and Azarya in Bavel . . . Mordechai
and Esther in Modai (Medea) . . . Mattisyahu and his sons,
and Shimen Hatzaddik in Galus Yavan (Greek domination)
... And today? (asks the Gemora) By virtue of Rabbi Yehuda
Hanassi and the contemporary giants do we manage to
surmount the impossible pressures of galus.

There was no other way for Klal Yisroel to survive, nor
is there today. Everyone capable of assuming a leader-
ship position is truly obligated to aspire for such a role
and to prepare for it. Now some argue that “A thousand
enter school to study Scriptures, and one emerges as an
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authority in halacka.” What need is there to go beyond
the traditional ratio? But so very, very few are entering
our yeshivos, that we simply have no right to accept a
similarly smaller number of authorities to serve as our
elite leadership. Qur needs demand far more than one
per thousand out of the meager thousands that enter
yeshivos in the first place.

Itis also wrong to sidestep the issue, as many of us do,
by rationalizing: "My family was always only mer-
chants; they were never rabbenim or roshei yeshiva, and
nonetheless they found time to study Torah. I'm pleased
that my children are learning now, and F'll even permit
my son to continue his studying a year or so after his
marriage, but then he'll go into business.”

Klal Yisroel simply cannot exist without the Chachmei
Torah. If G-d grants us the gift of a talented child, one
who is endowed with the capabilities and the character
attributes requisite to being a marbifz Torah {dissemina-
tor of Torah) or a gadol b Torah, or to being an eizer kenegdo
(helpmeet), then that child should be encouraged to
pursue this goal; and the parents should recognize their
good fortune, that G-d had endowed them with such
riches—a child worthy of serving as a key link in the
chain of mesorah.

The Resident “Priest”

The goal of every Jewish household is implicit in the
viduy maasoros—the so-called confessional declaration
made periodically (every three years) in the time of the
Beis Hamikdosh: “Biarti hakodesh min habayis—I have
removed the sacred from the house”—to the effect that
all priestly gifts and tithes have been emptied from the
house and duly delivered to the appropriate individual
{Devarim 26:13). The Sephorne questions the use of the
term “piduy”’—confessional—to describe this declara-
tion, for nothing improper is being confessed to here.
He replies that it is a sad situation when the “kodesh”, the
sacred is removed from one's house. There was a time
when every home had its own resident “priest” in the
person of the bechor, the firstborn, and there was no
necessity to remove the”kodesh” from the house; for
initially (until the incident of the Golden Calf) the first-
born son in every household served as the kokein. Not
having a resident kehein in the person of the bechor is a
reminder of the loss from the time of that tragic incident
from which Kial Yisroel has never fully recovered.

All is not completely lost, however, for today every
household can still have resident members that devote
themselves to spiritual pursuits and even have the sta-
tus of belonging to the priestly tribe of Levi. This is in
keeping with the Rambam’s description of anyone who
devotes himself to Torah study, dissemination of Torah,
or community service, as possessing the rank of Levi'im.
It should be the goal of every family to have its repre-
sentative among thelevi'im; someone who has the talent
and the special sense of commitment to become involved
in such sacred endeavors should be encouraged, guided,
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and supported in realizing his quest. And the other
members of the family should feel fortunate that one of
theirs will be one of the perpetuators of our heritage,
for the benefit of Klal Yisroel. As a result, the entire
family will be on a higher spiritual plain.

The strength of Klal Yisroel has been described as the
rock of Israel—evven Yisroel 98w 138. The word evven
consists of two components: av and ben—father and son
(2 /9m).

The inter-relationship of father and son, both prom-
oting goals of strengthening Torah, bring kedusha into
the home. This inspires a similar relationship between
G-d our Father, and us, His children—a transcendental
Father-son relationship—fulfilling the command of
“Make for me a sanctuary that I might dwell within
them”—-not within i, the sanctuary—but within them,
the people. OQur families become an evven, the corner-
stone of a revitalized Klal Yisroel, serving as a sanctuary
for G-d's Presence. in
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Rabbi Avraham Pam

Between Parents and Sons

The Ultimate “Tachlis”

Family life—so crucial to Judaism-—consists of several
different aspects. The following lines will deal with one
of them—the importance of a healthy relationship
between father and son.

In the yeshiva, one often encounters a phenomenon
that brings about a breach in family life, causes anguish
to parents, and ends up perplexing the bachur. As with
most problems, its roots begin early in life:

When a boy is born, everyone extends his blessing to
the parents:"May the child grow up to be a gadol ba Torah,”
and the parents second the blessings with a hearty

earning a living and they are impatient for him to apply
himself to secular studies.

Now, the young man is aware that Torah study does
not fall in the purview of the requirement to honor
one’s parents: He could continue to devote himself fully
to Torah study in spite of his parents’ views. Nonethe-
less, he doen’t want to hurt his parents by opposing
them. So he is in a quandary. It affects his learning and
soon his rebbe becomes aware of the problem.

A father once consulted the Chofetz Chaim about this very
same problem: "Shouldn't a person concern himself with
tachlis? Is it wrong to be concerned about the future?” The

Chofetz Chaim answered, "' Of course, you must think about

A noted Rosh Yeshiva examines some of the conflicts that
commonly plague homes in the Torah community and issues a plea
for more understanding between generations.

“Amen!”. .. At his Bar Milzva, the speakers all stress the
same theme—that they hope that the young man will
grow up to be a gadol baTorah. . . . If the boy is gifted and
progresses in his studies, he brings his parents a bounty
of joy and nachas. . .. All is well until the boy approaches
the end of high school. Then the problems being to
surface: What will be the tachlis*? What kind of future lics in store
for him? Then come the conflicts, the arguments, the
years of controversies. The bachur is in a dilemma. He
has tasted the joys of Torah study to the point that “his
sout yearns for Torah.” His awe and his reverence are
directed toward gedolei Ha Torah and he wants to follow in
their footsteps. But his parents are concerned about his

*Literalty: “ultimate purpose.” In the vernacular, it refers to means of
earning a livelihood.

Rabbi Pam is Rosh Yeskiva of Mesivta Torah Vodaath in Brooklyn. This essay
is based on an address at the recent convention of Agudath israel of America, end was
prepared for publication with the asistance of Mattis Blum, who edits Torah
Lodaas, a weekly Torah bulletin,
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tachlis! What kind of a guestion is that? Bereishis—In the
beginning G-d created . . . [the Midrash says] For the sake of
the Torah, which is called ‘Reishis” did G-d creaie the world.
The world world was created for tachlis and that tachlis is
Torah. Of course one must keep in mind his ‘tachlis’t”
On another pecasion, the Chofetz Chaim said, “G-d 1s a

provider for all. Is it possible that He will care for everyone

except His most belpved children—those that are completely

immersed tn Torah?”

Perhaps concerned parents are really worried about
luxuries. When we say “Dorshei Hashem—The seekers of
G-d will not miss the good things of life,” it does not
mean that they will have all luxuries. The meaning is
that they will not miss them, because they are not really
important to them—in the spirit of Yaakov Aviny’s decla-
ration: “Yesh Ii kol—I have everything.”

Children who are willing to forego life’s luxuries, and
are not concerned with their level of material achieve-
ments, whose burning desire is to lead a life of Torah—
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such children are a gift from G-d. How blessed their
parents should feel!

When a father complains to me that his son wants to
forego a secular education to devote himself more fully
to Torah study, it brings to mind the lament of the Jews
in the wilderness: “We have nothing but the mannal”
{Bamidbar 11:16). At this point the pasuk adds a descrip-
tion of praise, “And the manna is like a coleander seed,
etc.,” Rashi explains that these are G-d's words, imply-
ing: “Look at what my children are complaining about,
when the manna is so wonderfull” (ibid 11:7).

Indeed, mothers since time immemorial have shown
special appreciation for their sons” growth in Torah
study, as the Midrash says in regard to Rivka and her

“The Jar of Manna and
its Message: that those who are
dedicated to the Torah will
not be deprived . . .”

love for her son Yaakov: “The more she heard his voice
[engaged in Torah study| the more her love for him
increased.” She never found his learning excessive. We
must emulate her and demonstrate our appreciation to
our children for their devotion to Torah, and encourage
them. How often the Shabbos and Yom Tov table—the
only time the family gets together —becomes converted
from a setting of domestic harmony to a battleground
over fachlis! And the poor bachur becomes torn between
the urge to set the record straight and a reluctance to
appear to be insolent to his parents.

Jewish men and women always prayed for children,
as did the Avos and Imahos (patriarchs) so their families
might be building-blocks in the formation of the glor-
ious edifice of Klal Yisroel, More than bringing children
into the world, this also entails guiding them so they
might assume their places as leaders, rabbis and teach-
ers-—gedolim, manhigim, mechanchim. When sons and
daughters aspire for a significant place in this magnifi-
cent chain of Mesorah, the parents should find this as
cause for justifiable pride, rather than quibble over
“self-deprivation and loss of career opportunities.” In
such cases, the children have actually selected the major
“tacklis” of their lives, and are to be encouraged to pursue
it.
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The Mechilta on Beshalach states that in the future,
Eliyahu Hanavi will return the jar of manna that had been
hidden away at the time of Hoshiyahs Hamelech prior to
the destruction of the first Beis Hamikdash. In Tanach,
however, we see the role of Elivahu as that of heralding
the advent of theGe'uls and uniting children with par-
ents in Avedas Hashem. The message of the manna, how-
ever, is an eternal one: Just as it is a basic tenet of our
faith to believe that Torah is min haShomayim {(from
heaven), so too is daily sustenance ordained in heaven.

Indeed, it was to demonstrate this point that Yir-
miyahu the Prophet had displayed the manna. When he
had reprimanded the Jewish People for not devoting
more time to Torah study, they explained that they had
to earn a livelihood. In response, he took out the jar of
manna, to show how even under the most impossible
conditions—during the forty years of wandering in the
wilderness—G-d provided for His People. Many are the
ways of G-d to provide sustenance for those who
adhere to His word. The returning of the jar of mannais
thus very relevant to the assignment of Eliyahu Hanavi
{as expressed in Mal'achi) of bringing harmony in the
family, between parents and children on the issue of
tachlis, by revealing the jar of manna and demonstrating
its message: that those who are dedicated to Torah will
not be deprived of their livelihood.

Toward Tolerance, Restraint and Consideration

When discussing relationships between parents and
children the focus is usually on children’s obligation to
honor their parents. However, parents, too, are obliged
to follow the guidelines of the Torah concerning general
human relationships in dealing with their children; for
instance, the issur {negative command)} of “Lo sonu ish es
amiso”—which prohibits speaking to a person in a
manner that will cause him pain and misery. This cer-
tainly applies to parents speaking to their children.
Likewise the issur of “Lo sisa alav chet—Do not bear a sin
because of him”—embarrassing a person—applies to
parents as well. Even a small child is susceptible to
shame, and it goes without saying that the teenager is
especially sensitive to it. If a child feels insulted or hurt
by a word from his father or mother, it can do great
damage to his personality. These are matters that affect
family harmony, and all concerned must be keenly
aware of their obligations—the child to his parents, and
the parents to their child, to uphold the child’s honor
and self-respect.

Very often parents are impatient with their children
for becoming excessively frum—exhibiting more zeal
than is necessary or even desirable in mitzva perfor-
mance. This becomes a point of contention and strains
the relationship between parents and children. Some-
times it is wiser for parents to accept this in the general
context of youthful exuberance and not be worried by
it. It certainly does not warrant insult or mocking on the
part of the parents.
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Even when a child’s conduct is suspect, he is entitled
to respectful treatment, as Chazal say: “Honor him and
suspect him.” When, for instance, the parent suspects
the child of not telling the truth, he should not accuse
him of lying, and certainly should not label him as a liar.
It is far wiser to give him the impression that you have
faith in his good character. Moreover, to accuse the
child of something he may not have done can inflict such
a terrible hurt on him that it may drastically affect his
attitude toward his parents.

If a father wanis to admonish a child in order to
improve his learning or behavior, he is likely to achieve
better results by encouragement, rather than reproach.

The father of one of my students was an accomplished
falmid chacham, and was very concerned about his sixteen
year old son’s progress in Torak. When the father asked about
his son, I told him that he was a bright boy, but was not
applying himself fo his studies. He immediately called his son
over, and 1 was sure that he would lash out against the boy.
Instead he spoke in a soft friendly tone: “Your rebbe says that
you're doing quite well . . . just a little bif more effort on your
part is needed. Please apply that little more and it will be
excellent.”

The boy left feeling very pleased and began to learn much
better. Eventually, he grew up to be a Rosh Yeshiva in a
well-known Mesivta. .. . This is fochacha {reproofl—with
honor.

My mother once told me of an incident that took place when
she was eight or nine years old: She had wanted fo fast on the
Tenth of Teves, as grownups do. She knew her pavents would
not permit her to do this, so she spent the day at homes of her
friends, and did not come home until nightfall, when it was
fime to eat. The Dayan of Shedlitz, where my grandfather was
Rav, happened to be at my grandfather’s house when she came,
and he was aware of what had taken place. He was very angry
at the child, and insisted that she deserved punishment, “She
must be taught a lesson!” he demanded. " Ch, would I givert to
her—-the ‘fasterke’ I

My grandfather remained silent. The child was given her

supper, and went off to her room fo sleep. My grandfather
followed her to her room, took her in his arms, and said to her: -
“Mein kindt, you wanted to do a mitzva; you should know
that if one is commanded to fast, and he fasts, it is a mitzoa.
But when one doesn’t have to fast, it is not mitzoa fo fast. One
should not torture the body unnecessarily. Im yirtza Hashem,
when yow'll be a Bas-Mitzva——twelve years old—then you
will fast, and it will be a real mitzoa. Now, you must be very
tived, so go to sleep, and sleep tight. Good nighti”

The words warmed her heart us long as she lived, beyond
the age of ninety.

Let us always bear in mind that the primary purpose
of the family is to bring up a Torah-loyal generation.
Everything else is of minor importance. All energies
should be concentrated towards achieving thisend. This
will promote a pleasant and wholesome climate in the
entire family: among parents, between parents and
their children, among the children themselves. T
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~ NEW FOR |
PESACH

IN ENGLISH
A Major Anthology and Work of Scholar-
ship, HALACHA, and HASHKOFA /Perspec-
tive, Presented with Clarity and in Detail in
Two Volumes, Totalling 448 Pages Dealing
with Matters that Every Jew must know on

Pesach: Mi tzv ah
Encyclopedia

Laws & Customs
of
Passover Matzah

o

# The general concept of eating Kosher Matzos
and its meaningful observance, especially as
developed in the wide range of halachic and
Chasidic sources and Torah perspectives.

¢ An encyclopedic compilation of the Passover
Laws concerning Matzah in an inspiring and
informative text.

® Halachic and Chasidic customns involving bak-
ing and eating Matzos.

o The [aws of Eating Matzos, from the Seder
night untif the end of Pesach.

® Discussion of Eating Soaked Matzah (Gebrokts).

® The Kashruth of Medicines on Pesach, as well
as all year round.

® Stories of the Eternal Wisdom of our Holy
TZADDIKIM/Sages in the form of interesting
and Flowing Narratives, including an exposi-
tion of the Symbolism, Inspiration, and Moti-
vation that the Mitzvah of Matzah calls forth in
man.

At all Jewish bookstores:
$15.90 for the set

If your bookstore does not have it, please contact the author,

RABBI 5.Y. GROSS, 4711 12th Ave.,, B'kiyn, N.Y. 11219
Tel: 436-8086
For mail order, add $1.50 for postage and handling.
Check or money order must accompany order and
be made payable to:
M.B.T. Box 331, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219
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Dear Mother,

I read your letter sympatheti-
cally and with a feeling of grati-
tude. [ will rally to your side to
champion the personal needs of
our children. | will join you in your
campaign to insist that the “P” of
PTA have a right to participate in
our children’s education. As a
mother of young yeshiva children I
advocate the undeniable right of
the mother to remind the teacher:
this child is a human bring; treat him as
an individual, please.

Yet | would like to straddle the
fence in this discussion—for you
see, | am both a mother and a
Morah of primary school children.
I play the role of both the “P” and
the “T.” Even while [ staunchly
champion your concern for your

child’s well-being and growth, 1
find myself swiveling to the other
side of the desk, to the Morah’s
seat. ] realize that just as the
mother looks to Dear Morah to
help her in bringing up Yisrael,
Yehuda, and Aryeh, the Morah
looks to Dear Mother to do her
part. Not only am | unable to do
my job without you, there are
many things only you, the mother,
can do.

I would like to explain, but first
let me tell you why I'm here in the
first place. If I had chosen to work
in this field for financial reasons
only, I'd be bitter by now. The
monetary rewards do not, by any
stretch of the imagination, com-
pensate for hours of after-hour
work related to the job. When the
dismissal bell rings, the school day

cannot discard the title “Morah.” It
stays with me, it is me, constantly.
My personal time is an extension
of schooltime. How often have ]
been interrupted during supper at
home by phonecalls from school
parents? [ run PTA at my cousin’s
Bar Mitzva and at my sister’s
wedding. No, the salary does not
cover the time and energy put into
teaching.

Obviously, I'm not teaching just
for the monetary reward. I also
teach for the rewarding feeling of
accomplishment when a student
says: “Morah, Il pick up all the
crayons from the floor for yousoa
new malach can be born.” It is for
the nachas | feel when a child apol-
ogizes for breaking his classmates’
block castle and then offers to help
rebuild it. It's for the feeling of
pride while watchmg our future

is over by the time clock, but 1

We will meet any price!
Lowest Prices to Israel, Europe

Lea-Com
Travel, Inc.
Beekman St., NYC / 212-962-2500

Attention: Yeshivos, Groups, Organizations.
Announcing: “lsrael: its Land, Its People”
A New Slide Show on Israel
SHOMER SHABBOS AGUDAH MEMBER

Exclusive Caterers at the Elegant
COTILLION TERRACE
7307 18th Avenue,

Brooklyn, N.Y.

Open Chupa—Glatt Kosher
Accommodations Up To 700 Persons
We also cater for ali your simchas.

Bris. Kiddushes. Sheva Brochas. etc.,
at home, synagogue. cor the hall of your choice
CALL MR. GREENFIELD 853-0700

/0 562 Willow Avenue Cedarhu:st Ny 115162l
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Bnei Torah say the Shema correctly.
I also teach for the occasional
appreciative note written by a
mother, thanking me for my
efforts, one of which I quote: “My
reaction to my son’s behavior these
last few days is mwn maan mow. |
always am a bit envious of
teachers. I know parents are
teachers too, but the idea of 27
boys going to their individual

omes, repeating and practicing
the Torah you teach them—well,
the idea just leaves me in awe. .. . |
can never properly thank you, but
I'm sure part of your reward lies in
knowing that these children think
and do al pi Torah because you
taught them so0.” For this rare note
I teach. For this I will continue to
work along with you to strengthen
these yiddishe neshamos.

Dear Mother, I'm open to talk,
... I'll listen to you, never turn a
deaf ear to you, even when you
call me at home. (So you forgot
about the note sent to you in the
beginning of the year that said to
leave 2 message in the office for
me, so [ can return your call at my

convenience ... [ usually do.) Tll
listen to you and discuss all with
you willingly. You say that behind
that quiet facade there is a wond-
erful child just waiting to be drawn
out? I love a challenge! Il happily
give him extra time, a moment out
for a little shmuess between just the
two of us. {'ll give him that extra
smile and wink. Il give him an
extra chance to read a flash card.
It's a large class and | appreciate
the reminder saying: “Hey, that’s
my child entrusted in your care!
He's my son, his Zeide's ainekel, his
Bubby’s nachas.”

You asked me to give your child
exira attention, to make him feel
loved and wanted. [ sincerely want
to. I'll juggle my limited moments
about and take time to discuss his
new baby brother with him,
between setting up tables and serv-
ing lunch. If you expect much of
me, and set high standards for my
performance, fine. I, too, demand
the most of myself. [ want to be
goaded and guided in my role as
Morah,

But, please remember. It's not

simply a matter of “getting your
money’s worth.” It’s a matter of
knowing I'm doing my best for
your child—our child. Shouldn't |
be able to have the same expecta-
tions from you? You are surely no
less dedicated to “our” little boy.
Yet, how often do I clench my fists
in frustration when a child excuses
himself for not bringing tzeddaka
and says, “My mother had no time
to give me a penny. It was too late
and the bus was coming.” No time
to help your child practice the
mitzva of tzeddaka, which can only be
done with parental help—or, when
a student says, “Morah, [ did a big
chessed yesterday. I picked up a
tissue from the floor so that my
mother would not have to bend . ..
I didn't bring a ‘midah note’ to
school about it because my mother
had no time to write it. She was
talking on the phone and said she'd
write it later.” Please bear in mind,
Mother: in class there is no later.
We are working in a designated
and limited time span. Our goal is
to regulate our time and energies
realistically.
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It's oft been said, the school is an
extension of the home. I'll accept
that. But by no means should the
school be a substitute for the home.
You entrusted your child to my
care, to guide and educate, but—
please-~don‘t abuse my role by
burdening me with yours: “Morah,
can you please tell my son to listen
to me when | tell him to go to bed?
He always finds a reason to pro-
crastinate.” “Morah, could you
please tell my son, maybe through
a story, to kiss his Bubby when she
visits?” So I'm Mother and Morah,
doing your job and mine simul-
taneously. I wash negal vasser for
half the class. [ teach children their
full names, phone numbers, and
addresses. | teach table manners
and cleanliness. These are basic
concepts that the home is required
to teach. I must keep tabs on hats
without names, mateless mittens
and unlabeled boots—even though
ydu've received note after note
almost pleading with you to put
nametapes on your child’s belong-
ings. Then I receive a note:
“Chaim’s missing a red hat, a blue
knapsack and a green scarf. Please
make sure my son brings home all
his belongings.” I do my best to

reinforce good character traits, but
it's unrealistic to expect me to
initiate them. A child’s education
begins at home. In fact, it should
begin far back, at the cradle, before
there was a school or a Morah in
his life.

Mothering a school-aged child is
a two-way system: It's a sensitive
system that should not be abused.
Of course you have the right to
inform the teacher—and be
informed by her—about your
child’s status in class. Just as you
wrote me in your letter. I'd like
you to keep in mind, though, that
as Morah—and not simply an
extension of you behind the desk—
I have broader responsibilities. I sit
up and listenn when a mother
requests a front seat for her
Chaim’l. She does so with concern
for her son as her only priority,
but I've got to think beyond
Chaim: is the request being made
because Chaim has a vision prob-
lem and cannot read the board
from his seat? or is the change
important because her Chaim1 is
“privileged”? Please don’t forget—I
have obligations to the rest of my
students and I must try to discern
the nature of her motives.

At the same time, it’s worth
reminding you that this two-way
system is applicable to the Morah
as well. I too have the right to
inform and be informed. And, how
I wish 1 would be informed! We
could have avoided many an
unhappy morning if the mother of
my student had written a note
explaining her son’s irritability as

‘being caused by his father’s

absence on a business trip, or his
lack of sleep. Let me know about
the trip to Florida, the impending
move to a new home, or anything
upsetting his routine. This infor-
mation helps relieve anxieties and
maintain the pleasant and warm
environment we aim to foster.
School and home—Dboth sources
of knowledge and experience.
Mother and Morah—both teachers
and molders of personalities. We
want to be instrumental in the
child’s growth. Let us work
together. D 3

Mrs. (Morah Breindy) Leizerson

Mrs. Leizerson is teacher of pre 1-4 in Yeshiva
Torak Temimah of Breoklyn, N.Y.

AN UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY

Hundreds of Jewish Observerreaders have 'n":l taken the time and effort to
assist the most unfortunate family described here. Many of you feit com-
pelled to help merely because of the tremendous tragedy; others donated
because of the many Gedolei Yisroel who permitted their names to be used
in order to help this family. Your contributions in the past have enabled us to
establish a fund that provides basic living expenses, within the past several
months, two of these yesomim 5"~ have becorne engaged to be married

AR LA m

We now have the rare opportunity of participating in the great mitzvah of
Hachnosas Kallah of children who will walk to the Chupah with neither
father nor mother at their side. Any donation is appreciated, but perhaps you
would consider a donation equal to a wedding gift, so that they can look
forward to their wedding day when they start life anew.

Your tax-deductible contribution can be mailed to:

MIFAL TZEDUKAH V'CHESED
c/o Yonoson lsrael, 1680-59th Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204
212-236-1666
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The Role of
The Jewish

Woman

Women have a rightful obligation to
their Jewish heritage as a way of life.

We value this birthright and we are
responsible for conveying it to our
children by example and through
education.

The Importance
of the Family
to Society

Women have a rightful responsibility
to safeguard the sanctity of the
family and its standards of purity
(Taharas Hamishpacha).

We consider these essential for
promoting harmony in the home,
preserving marriage and preventing
divorce.

The Marriage
Contract

Women have a rightful duty as
equals with their mates in marriage to
foster affection for each other, joined
physically and spiritually in mutual
respect, loyalty and devotion.

We uphold these attributes as
preconditions in sharing the
responsibilities contracted in
marriage.

The Humanity
of Motherhood

Women have a rightful commitment
to care for the physical and spiritual
well-being of the family.

We believe that children are a
unique blessing and that offspring are
the greatest rewards of marriage.

The Eternity
of the Jewish People

Women have a rightful rele in
guarding our heritage and
strengthening the life of our people.

We reaffirm that intermarriage,
assimilation, abortion and birth
control threaten Jewish survival,

Endorsed by National Organizations Including:
Committee for Fteli?ioua Observance of R.C.A.
National Council of Young Israel
National Cormmittee for Furtherance of

Jewish Education
Rabbinical Alliance of America
Union of Orthodox Rabbis of U.S.A. and Canada
Vaad Rabbonei Lubavitch

JEWISH EDUCATED WOMEN ELECTING LIFE AND SURVIVAL

W ook fur your helprin this tremendous task: to communicate tese messages in newspapers, magazines, sn radio and television; to sponsor speakers and
classes; to print and distribute liierature and articles. Your generous contribution in any amount of Chai—from $180 ften times Chai} to 18 (Chail will kelp
support this vital cause, Your check pavable to JEWELS is eligible for tax deduction. We welcome yaur persoral or your organization’s ingiiries.
® copyright 1831 JEWELS, National Headquarters, 373 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1083, New York, N.Y. 10016 (212) 756-3700

Upon request by gualified organizations permission will be granted te publish or reprirt this advertisement,
The lie Copyright JEWELS and the National Headguarters address must appiear as above,



Most people think of wine, candles, and challah, when
they hear the phrase Shabbos table. Mental pictures are
drawn which include a large dining room table, spread
with a clean white tablecloth and adorned with the
family’s finest silver and dinner ware. Places are set for
all the members of the family, as well as relatives and
guests who may be visiting that week.

The Shabbos table, of course, includes not only what is
set on the table, in honor of Shabbos, but also what
happens around the table during Shabbos. Much of the
very observance of Shabbos itself takes place around the
Shabbos table. It is there that mother lights the Shabbos
candles, father makes Kiddush, and Shabbos meals are
enjoyed.

In addition to the prescribed routine of the Shabhos
table, there is also ample opportunity for the family

Meir Wikler, A.C.5.W., is in private practice of individual, marita! and family
counseling. He lives in Brooklyn, N.Y.

The author wishes bo express his hakaras hatov te his friend and collengue,
Yaakov Salomen, for numerous helpful suggestions in the preparation of this article.
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members torelate to each other in their own unique and
special ways. Some families tell stories of family history
at the Shabbos table. Other families engage in informal
Torah study or say divrei Torah. Many families use the
time to catch up with each other on the weekly goings-
on of family life.

The Sense of Belonging

Because of the parent’s long working hours, long days
in yeshiva for the children, and all of those meetings and
shiurim at night, many families hardly gather all together
as a family except at the Shabbos table. When the Shabbos
table is the only experience shared by the entire family at
the same time, it becomes even more important and is
locked forward to all the more by parents and children
alike.

Since the experience of the Shabbos table is common to
all Orthodox Jewish homes, it is an opportunity to reaf-
firm one’s sense of belonging to his or her family. For
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SPECIAL
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Try MODERN HATTERS and you'll discover —
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this reason, when someone is away from home and
family, he feels most lonely while sitting at someone
else’s Shabbes table. Furthermore, there are those who
live alone and must be invited to someone else’s Shabbos
table each week. These people often feel most alone
when they are making arrangements for Skabbos or wait-
ing to be invited to someone’s Shabbos table.

Insights, Qutlets, and Revelations

The Shabbos table, at times, not only brings out the
best of family life, but it can bring out the worst, as well.
Families that are disorganized and frenzied, for exam-
ple, find that coordinating a full scale Shabbos table is as
insurmountable as planning the invasion at Normandy.
With so many courses and so many plates, trips to the
refrigerator, and different requests all at once, unless a
family has a fairly good system of cooperation and
organization, the Shabbos table can feel like a three ring
circus!

Some families with latent hostilities find that they can
prevent open outbursts of anger during the week by
avoiding each other and maintaining a “cold war” type
of cease fire. At the Shabbos table, however, when the
entire family is present, these dormant hostilities can
emerge into a full blown argument. Considering all of
the preparation that goes into a Shabbos table, it is most
understandable that when such arguments do emerge
to spoil the pleasure and tranquility of the Shabbos table,
everyone feels deeply disappointed.

A Tool ... and an Opportunity

Toften ask the families with whom } work to describe
for me what the Shabbos table is like at their home. I find
that each family’s Shabbos table tells the true story of
what that family’s life is really like.

The Shabbos table, of course, is much more than a
diagnostic tool which can be used by a professional
helping person to assess the quality of family life, The
Shabbos table is most of all a great opportunity. As with any
great opportunity, if it is exploited Fully, the rewards are
even greater. If, however, it is misused or abused, the
despair and disappointment are equally great.

Musical Chairs

How can a family improve or enhance its own Shabbos
table? The best way is to play musical chairs, figura-
tively, of course. Let each member of the family“sit,” so
to speak, in someone else’s “chair.” How does it feel
now? What would the Shabbos table be like for the father,
for example, if he had to sit in the mother’s chair? What
would it be like for the mother if she had to sit in one of
the children’s chairs? Viewing the Shabhos table from
someone’s chair can give each family member an idea as
to what the Shabbos table means to someone else. The
children, for example, may look forward to the delicious
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food and happy zemires. But are they aware of how
hard mother works at the Shabbos table? Is father aware
of how bored the small children can get? etc,, etc.

Playing musical chairs, as described here, does not
guaranfee a happy, pleasurable Shabbos table automatically.
Much time and effort will be required to make signifi-
cant improvements in the quality of family life. Im-
provements, however, can be made. Even so, there are
some families in which the conflicts are so great, the
difficulties so chronic, and the disappointments so deep,
that professional help is necessary to help them get back
on the right track.

A Special Shabbes Table

Whenever anyone makes an effort to improve in a
specific area, it certainly helps to have a clear goal in
mind. More specifically, if the members of family want
to improve their Shabbos table, they should have a clear
mental picture of what a Shabbos table can become when
its potential is fully realized.

When [ try to think of an exemplary Shabbos table, one
particular family comes to mind immediately. There is
so much one can learn about the beauties of Torah life
just by sitting at their Shabkos table. While their sense of
modesty would be violated by public identification, I do
not think they would mind if I presented a brief descrip-
tion of their Shabbos table.

This Shabbos table is set like any other. Nothing is
especially fancy; in fact, much of the table setting is
quite plain. Only one feature stands out: the number of

o A Luxurious Hotel in the \S
Heartof Boro Park
i Everv studio or suite

has a kitchen and lots
of modern conveniences.

Enjoy a moderately-
priced breakfast in

the hote!l Breakfast
Room. We're near the
subway, shops, restau-
rants and synagogues
and only thirty minutes
from Manhattan.

1206-48th Srreet
Brooklyn, New York 41219

(212>871-8100
\ Call or write for free brochure,
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1750 Glendale Ave, Montreal, Quebec H2V 1B3
(514) 739-3614

Our Seminary is now accepting dormitory
applications for the forthcoming year,

All out-of-town students who want to study in this
well-rounded program, please write for an inter-
view.

Picturesque, European styled Montreal, is a
beautiful setting for your Seminary education.
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OUR STAFF MEMBERS ARE EXPERTS IN
THE FIELD OF HIGHER EDUCATION.
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Rabbi M, Tober
Rabbi P. Tessler
Mrs. G. Weiss

Rabbi M. Barkany
Dr. H. Biberfeld
Miss C. Ciavarella
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Rabbi E. Finkelstein
Mrs. M. Glustein
Rabbi M. Katz Mrs. Y. Wenger
Mrs. M. Porges Dr. A. Worenklein
Rabbi S, Zeffren

Our graduates also receive a government dip-
foma (Quebec equivalent of Junior College) as,
our Teachers’ College is recognized by the
Department of Education.

Rabbi 5. Aisenstark
Principal

Rabbi P. Hirschprung
Chief Rabbi of Montreal
President
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by Yaf¥a Ganz
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place setting . Nobody has that many children! Even
before the dining room fills with people you know
immediately: this is a Skabbos table that includes many
guests,

The family and guests file in together with a mixture
of solemnity and anticipation. Merely from the way
people gather around the table, you know that this is an
experience that takes place regularly but never feels
repetitious.

Father and mother are unquestionably King and
Queen. No formal coronation takes place and neither
one wears a crown. The royal stature of the parents is
evident, however, in the kaved (respect) reflected in the
faces of all who sit around this Shabbos table,

As the stirring sounds of Shalom Aleichem are heard, a
joyous journey begins into the unchartered depths of
each individual as he or she reaches for private heights
of ruchnius.

Father recites Kiddush. It is the same Kiddush as is said
in every home, and yet it is not at all identical. Father
recites it alone but everyone is with him, hanging on to
each word. No one makes an effort to pay attention. [tis
unnecessary because no one’s mind has wandered.

The zemires are sung with no unique musical talent. In
fact, some of the men are definitely off key! No one
cares. The melodies fade into the background as the
words take on special meanings. The zemires are not
simply pleasant tunes but become more like joyfull
fefillos.

The food is tasty, but does not set any gourmet
standards. Different standards, however, are used at
this Shabbos table. here the food is seen as an opportunity
to serve HaShem Yishorach. Although such a concept
sounds somewhat ethereal and abstract, here it become
a concrete reality.

Boundaries between “family” and “guests” melt away
at this Shabbos table: In tone and manner, words and
actions, all is done to create a larger family atmosphere
that makes everyone feel included.

No one can be given an abundance of attention here.
There are just too many people. The quality of atten-
tion, though, more than makes up for whatever may be
lacking in quantity. By the time the becher (wine goblet) is
raised for Birkas Hamazon (Grace), everyone has been
made to feel more than just noticed.

The divrei Torak spoken here are an integral part of
this Shabbos table, They are not added on or arbitrarily
imposed. Instead, they flow as smoothly as honey and

Be sure to notify us in ad-
/A vance so that your copies
will continue to reach you.
The U.S. Postal Service will
not forward magazines to
your new address.

26

The Jewish Observer / March, 1981




are just as sweet. No earth shattering chiddushim or
brilliant Torah insights are offerred. Nevertheless, the
vertlach are highly valued by all who sit around this
Shabbos table. What is special here is the unusual way in
which the divrei Torahs seem to speak to each individual,
on his or her own level, in a most personal and intimate
fashion.

Having sat at this Shabbos table even only once, opens
up a whole new world of what shmiras Shabbos, in general
and the Shabbos table, in particular, can accomplish. Like
the sweetness of wine which lingers on long after being
swallowed,the impact of this Shabbos table lingers on
long after Havdalah. People who have had the zechus to sit
at this Shakbos table take inspiration back with them to
other parts of the week and even other parts of the
world.

The inspiration of this Shabhos table is felt in many
ways. Some have left to make deeper personal commit-
ments to limud Torah. Others have come away motivated
to daven with greater kavanak. Still others experience a
recharge of their spiritual battery which permeates
every aspect of the Yiddishieit.

When I left this Shabbos table, I felt that 1 had gained a
new insight into what it means to be part of the Am
Segulah. In addition, 1 had a better grasp of what the
home of Avraham Avinu must have been like. Finally, I
came away with a burning resolve to try to emulate this
experience at my own Shabbos table.

In the final analysis, what makes the Skabbos table so
special is something that is so obvious that it can, at
times, be overlooked. The Shabbos table represents a
regular weekly experience in Torah living which is
shared all together by the entire famin As such, each
family’s Shabbos table reflects the uniqueness of that
family’s Yiddishkeit as if it were a kind of “family

signature.”
Now, what do you think of when you hear the phrase,
“the Shabbns table”?

MEN’S HATS

and accessories at
Big Discounts

We feature:
n Habig ® Dobbs @ Borsalino

® Huckel
& other famous brands
~ Best buys for your Passover
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5021 - 12th Ave. (cor. 515t 5t.) Boro Park
TEL: (212) 438-8889/SHOMER SHABBOS
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[ “MAOS CHITTIM” |

The Crown Heights Jewish Community
Council distributes Passover food,
Kosher 'Pesach, and cash subsidies
to the poor and needy. Special atten-
tion is given to the large Russian immi-
grant population that has resettled in
Crown Heights over the past years, and
to the abandoned, elderly Jewish poor
residing in East Flatbush, Brownsville,
East New York and Bedford-Stuyvesant.
Many individuals from other neighbor-
hoods too, come to our offices, seeking
Holiday Assistance.

Throughout the entire week of Pesach
the Council also maintains a Free Yom
Tov Kitchen open to all who are in
need. Yom Tov meals are served at:
Friends of Refugees of Eastern Europe
(F.RE.E), at 1683 President Street in
Crown Heights, Brooklyn. Any individ-
ual who cannot afford to prepare their
own meals at home are welcome as
non-paying guests at this Free Pesach

Kitchen.
We are compelled to rely on the gener-

osity of the Jewish community to assist
us with our annual MAOS CHITTIM
campaign.
Please send your Maos Chittim contri-
butions to:

Crown Heights

Jewish Community Council

387 Kingston Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11225
All contributions are tax-deductible. For further
information about this Maos Chittirn campaign
and/or about the Free Holiday Kitchen, please
call Rabbi Yisroel Rosenfeld at 467-0166.

Thank you.
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Who were some of the great
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pioneers, of modern times ...
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Torah
Personality
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Reb Chaim Brisker, the Chofetz Chaim, Reb
Chaim Ozer, the Ohr Someach, the Rogatchover
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spiration. The Torah Personality brings them to you
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MiShmuel, Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch, Rav Eliyahu
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Among contemporary leaders — the Lubavitcher
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your every observance a Season of the Soul.
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Rabbi Avraham Chaim Feuer

Out of Many—One
A Purim Message

“Small people search for the petty
differences that divide men.
Great people seek the basic
similarities that unite them.”

The Mussar School of Slabodka taught that all
humans share greatness, for every man is a colossus of
Creation, fashioned in the image of the Almighty. A
fictional encounter between the legendary multimillio-
naires, Rothschild and Rockefeller, serves as a parable to
illustrate this truth.

The two legendary magnates were comparing
their enormous fortunes. Said Rothschild: T own
76 banks.”

*The opening statement of this arkicle was expressed as a bribule in memory of Rahbi
Alexander 5. Gross iy in 2 hesped given by Rabbi B. Goldenberg af the 1980
convention of Torah U'Mesorah Principals.

Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Feuer is the Rav of the Ohr Chaim Congregation in
Miami Beach, Florida, and is a Maggid Shiur in the Beis HaMidrash of the
Rabbi Alexander 5. Gross Hebrew Academy. Rabbi Feuer is the author of Arss-
croll’s Tehillim and Ten Commandments,

Rockefeller thought for a moment and res-
ponded: “As a matter of fact,  also have exactly 76
banks.”

And so they continued—comparing mansions,
stables of racing horses, yachts, carriages, jewel-
ry~-down to servants, and pieces of clothing,
remaining surprisingly equal in every item. Finally,
they compared cigarettes, with thirteen each! In
desperation, they resorted to matchsticks, and
Rothschild laid out seven matches.

“Aha!” Rockefeller cried out triumphantly. “Fight
matches! My dear Rothschild, you are a pauper, an
impoverished wretch! I have one match more than
you!”

The moral of this fable is self-evident: Every human
being is an intellectual marvel, 2 work of astounding
intricacy. All men share a myriad of common talents and
endowments. Poor and rich, ignorant and wise, weak
and strong—they are alike in countless ways. The rela-
tively few factors that distinguish the wise man, the
dollars that elevate the rich man-—these are trivial
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advantages compared to the common fortunes all men
share. Let the rich and powerful and wise take notice of
the essential gifts all men share, and their aloofness and
sense of superiority will vanish. When impressed with
basic similarities, one pays no heed to the petty differen-
ces, which are as meaningless as a matchstick.

Same—Not Merely Similar

When comparing Jews, it is not sufficient to say that
they share similarities. Jews are more than just simi-
lar—they are one and the same.

Rabbi Moshe Kordovero emphasizes this point in his
classic, Tomar Devorak. The Talmud (Shavous: 393} states:

“Kol Yisroel areivim zeh bazeh,” Kordovero notes that liter-
ally areivim means infermingled, to say that “All Jews are
intermingled one within the other.” No Jew is the exclu-
sive master of a private soul, for by definition a fewish
soul is a composite of many soul fragments borrowed
from all other Jewish souls. A sliver of Reuven is inside
Shimon, a bit of Shimon is inside Reuven. We are all
areivim, responsible for each other because we are arei-
vim, mixed together with one another. If my neighbor
has failed to discharge his obligation, I share in his
failure because a part of me isinside of him. Jews are not
merely similar, we are the same. We are onel “Love your
neighbor as yourselt”(Vayikra 19:18)-because he is liter-
ally a part of yourself.

_ '__’ERETZ YISROEL AND AMERICA

Frankel's Seforim Shrank

Large Selection Of Wall Units, & Bookcases
At Unbelievable Prices

SPECIAL: 3 pc. WALL UNIT
Complete With Cabinet and Desk Piece

ONLY

*329

$10 assembly
charge per unit
Also Wood SEFORIM
SHRAMNKS with Glass
Doors For Very
Reasonable Prices
SUN.: 1-5PM.
MON.-THURS.
730 P.M. to 9:00 PM,

1821-53rd St., B’klyn, N.Y. (Side Entrance)
2597326 / 633-0512

Beth Jakob
of Luzern Seminary

which offers a high academic standard in
a harmonious atmosphere under careful-
ly guided supervision, is now consider-
ing applicants for 1980-81.

The principal, Rav Yisroel Ehrentreu, will
again visit the USA for the annual fund-
raising dinner in March. Personal inter-
views will then be given.

For further information, please contact:
Mrs. Gitty Weinstock

(212) 435-2067
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Diversity and Harmony

Midrash Tanchuma relates that when G-d created the
world, the first letter He used was the Beis, in the word
Bereishis, with which the Torah begins. The letter Aleph
protested: “I am the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
Creation should begin with me!” G-d comforted the
Aleph: “Fear not, I will not neglect you. The holy Torah
was created even before the world was formed, and
when I will present the Torah to Israel I will begin my
revelation with Anochi, a word that begins with Aleph.”

Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Charlop explains this dialogue
homiletically. The Aleph argued that because it stands
for “one” and “unity,” it is the most appropriate letter
with which to keynote creation.

G-d had different thoughts, however. Better that the
world should be created with letter Befs, the numerical
equivalent of two. “Two” represents diversity, con-
trast-—even conflict. This is essential to the success of
G-d's plan—~a world full of challenge and opposition,
where man strives to bring harmony of purpose to the
diverse elements of the universe. The prime agent of
bringing about such harmony is the Torah and its
Commandments, which begin with Aleph, the letter of
unity and oneness.

The Jews who left Egypt were a fragmented lot, a
multitude of diverse individuals, The Sinai experience
merged these individuals into a solid mass, a unified
nation. “And Israel encamped before the Mount” {She-
vuos 19:2)—as one man, with one heart (Rashi, ibid ). At
Sinai the Jew discovered his soul, He recognized within
himself a reflection of the Divine that revealed itself
upon the Mount. And when the Jew detetted a similar
Divine reflection in his fellow Jews, he knew then that
all Jewish souls were one and the same, all the frag-
ments were co-mingled and mutually responsible for
each other.

Scattered and Split Apart

Time and history exacted their toll, and the impact of
the Divine encounter at Sinai faded. The unity it fos-
tered receded from sight. The Jewish nation slipped
back into dissension and discord, alienated from its own
self. Eventually exile and dispersion eradicated the very
last vestiges of harmony that once had bound the people
together. The discord was so manifest that the wicked
Haman felt confident enough to slander the Jews to
Achashveirosh: “There is one nation now scattered and
split apart” (Esther 3:8).

Haman plotted genocide. He refused to recognize the
Jews” right to live as human beings and sought to
butcher us like animals. How could Haman fail to see
them as fellow men? If Jews detach themselves from
one another and accentuate their differences, others
become oblivious to any common human elements that
bind us. The gentiles then see only the differences that
set Jews apart from all people.
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Haman raged: “Their ways are different from every
other people . . . therefore, it is not befitting for the king
to tolerate them” (Esther 3:8).

Israel stands at the core of the human coalition. When
Jews unite and form the inner nucleus, the nations rally
around them and follow their example. But if the
nucleus crumbles, then the harmony of all the nations
orbiting around the nucleus disintegrates and turns to
chaos. Jewish brotherhood is the adhesion that keeps
the world together.
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Mordechai: The Key to Locked Hearts

“There was Jewish man in Shushan, the capital,
whose name was Mordechai, son of Yair, son of Shimi,
son of Kish, a Benjaminite” (Esther 2:5).

It as as a descendant of Benjamin that Mordechai was

-
<«
NS I
instrumental in uniting the Jewish people. The seeds of ‘?.?.
dissension in Israel were sown by the brothers who ®

were estranged from their own flesh and blood, and sold ?
Joseph into bondage without compunction or compas- é SI
sion. Only Benjamin did not participate in that trea-

cherous act and preserved his loyalty to true brother-

/
"N N MY
Mordechai was known by other names, which reveal / )

the essence of his personality. He was called “P'sach- \
va—the key of G-d,” because he solved the most puz- j\ _ I
zling mysteries (Menachos 65a): When, in malice, one

man locked up his heart and shut out his neighbors,

3

Mordechai possessed the sensitivity and insight to ‘ R %4

fathom the secrets of the sealed soul, and reopened it to cﬁtz am’a T[Oga Rne C(:ﬂ‘.na‘

rapprochement. elegant custom monogramed
Furthermore, Mordechai was known as “Balshon”, 9 9

the mixer of languages (Bail Lishni). Every member of CrUS ta[ ana stemware ~ 5{[R

Sanhedrin spoke seveny languages. Mordechai com-

prehended the essence of these languages more inti- owers ~'MYIM5L{Q[ fcLeasores

mately than all others. “He mixed languages together ’ B: .

and explained them” (Menachos 65a), i.e. he showed how &a\t astonis lng —PT[CQS N

all diverse tongues are essentially derived from one root B

and how they are basically co-mingled because they sun-tue- Aur -4 1-9

share similarities. Mordechai tore down the language
barrier, the foreign tongue, which alienates one man
from his neighbor.

The Talmud (Chullin 139b) asks: Where is Mordechai
alluded to in the Torah? In the verse “mor d'ror—flowing
myrrh”, (Shemos 30:22), which Targum renders as “mira
dachia” [which both in spelling and sound resembles
“Mordechai”]. Myrrh is the foremost of the eleven spi-
ces that were mixed to make the ketores, the sacred
incense of the Temple. It has been suggested that the
flowing myrrh was the catalyst in the elaborate process
that brought together a wide variety of distinct odors
and pungent scents, and blended them into an exqui-
sitely delicate fragrance. (See Ramban in Ki Sisa for a
related thought.) Most wondrous of all was the inclu-
sion of chelbena in this recipe, for this spice had a foul,
repulsive odor. Nevertheless, the myrrh formula neu-
tralized the vile scent and transformed chelbena into an
essential ingredient, which enhanced the superb quality
of the incense mixture. From this the Tahmud (Kerisus
6b) derives a homiletic lesson: When ten Jews unite for
prayer, they should include even the repulsive sinner in
that prayer assembly. When Jews unite, they create an
atmosphere of brotherhood, which encourages love and
harmony. This atmosphere arouses the best impulses--
even those hidden deep and dormant in the darkest
heart—and hearts join together in a symphony of sup-
plication. Mordechai was master of such orchestra-
tion—he was flowing myrrh.
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Not surprisingly, the Megillah concludes with the fol-
lowing description of this great leader: “And Mordechai
was a great man among the Jews, and popular with the
multitude of his brethren; he sought the good of his
people and was concerned with their welfare for all
posterity” (Esther 10:3).

Why did Mordechai’s fame spread far and wide?
Because he was a2 man of harmony who sought nothing
but harmony! (Esther Rabbosi 10:12)

A Return to Sinai

Mordechai’s goal was to re-unite the Jews, and Esther

was his accomplice. She worthy of the role.

Esther would captivate all who saw her (Esther 2:15).
RabbiYehudasaid: She was like a statue upon which a
thousand people gaze and all admire equally (Midrash).
Rabbi Eleazar said: Everyone claimed that they detected
traits in Esther that resembled those of his nation, and
each claimed Esther for his own (Megillak 13a). Inspired
by Mordechai, Esther proclaimed, “Go assemble all of
the Jews” {Esther 4:16). Let us contradict Haman's
slander that the Jews are scattered and split apart; let us
assemble all Jews in unity and mutual determination
(Manos Leoi).

Mordechai and Esther succeeded, Haman and Amalek

—E
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were defeated, and a new holiday of Purim was intro-
duced into Judaism. Moreover, “The Jews confirmed
and undertook upon themselves and their posterity,
and upon all who might join them” (Esther 9:22). The
Talmud (Shabbos 88a) comments: At Sinai they had
pledged their fidelity to G-d and His Law, but that
acceptance had been undermined. Now, in the days of
Achashveirosh, they reconfirmed the pledge that they
had undertaken long before.
Purim. A return to Sinai. A return to unity.

Separatism and Regionalism

In our times, the ideals of true brotherhood and har-
mony survive only as a distant dream. Selfishness and
greed have spawned countless “special interest groups,”
which slash at the fraternal fabric of society. What
remains of social unity is a tattered crazy-quilt of mis-
matched patches ever so loosely held together by the
flimsiest thread of concern for common welfare and
protection.

Rather than seeking similarites, men strive to accen-
tuate their differences. They call it local color, regional
pride. The merest speck of sand or scil is hailed as a

sovereign nation. The least strip of land secedes and
proclaims itself a separate state. Sundry regions retreat
into their own limited borders, and struggle passion-
ately to break away from the motherland. The slightest
variation of language, dialect, custom or temperament
is deemed sufficient grounds for withdrawal from the
national commonwealth. Self-esteem has been blown
out of all proportion and has ballooned into an arrogant
attitude of divisiveness and rift which shatters society
into dangerous, dissonant splinter groups.

We are One

In times like these, the Purim message carries special
significance. Rabbi Yoseif Chaim Sonnenfeld would say:
On Purim we perform the mitzva of mian moen, sending
gifts; W, every man, Y7, fo his friend. The numerical value
of wwt is 311. The numerical value of 1Y% is 311, A
Purim gift is a display of love and friendship, it cements
our camaraderie, it tightens the bonds of society. It
reminds us that every man and his friend are similar. No!
More than just similar—equall No, more than just

-

equal—the same! We are one!! 3

HAVE YOU EVER ASKED
YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS

HAPPY with your present knowledge

of Judaism?

SEARCHING for a place to continue
your Jewish studies on your own

level?

RETURNING from study in Israel and
need some help in getting settled?
INTERESTED in participating ina

unique Shabbos experience at a beau-
tiful rural area less than one hour

from New York City?

LOCKING for a Chavrusa with whom
you can spend a few hours a week
learning Torah?

WONDERING where you can borrow
books of interest on varicus Jewish
{opics?

WAITING to talk to someone about
your Jewish future?

ARE
YOU

If your answer is yes to any of the above ques-
tions, please call or write to us now. We can help

you!
Chizuk—The Torah Link
Five Beekman Street, New York, N.Y. 10038

(212) 791-1848

Chizuk - The Torah Link is an agency of the
Agudath Israel World Organization

34

The Jewish Qlserver / March, 1981




Never before has there been anything like

P
e, - .o’\

‘%

o

The Five Books of Moses
A new translation based on tradition ﬁl Jewish sources

Kaplan

by Rabbi Arye

All five books of the Torah complete in one volume.
The most readable translation of the Torah ever made. By Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, the most¥ €%
skilled translator, and one of the foremost Torah scholars of our time. o
All sections dealing with matters of law translated according to the accepted Talmudic deci- %
sions. ® The most comprehensive index of the Torah ever made.

L]

i
' n
"

o

. . . *» ¥
Copious notes explaining all obscure ideas, words, names and places. .-
Alternative translations provided in the notes. ® Cross references.

and birds, ® Maps and Genealogical Charts. "
The text divided according to the natural divisions (parshoth) of the Torah, with each parshah -:(
headed. e Table of Contents of all parshoth.

Annotated bibliography listing the more than 600 works consulted in writing this translation.. .

%ﬂum PUBLISHING CORPORATION
4407 15TH AVENUE

Please send me the following copies of The Living Torah: BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11219

Name

copies Hardcover @ $19.95 Address
copies Softback @ $14.95 City, State, Zip
Add appropriate sales tax. bl . .

= " ) - '“' - ' 5' . ‘__ . .-. . ‘}_‘ i
k S R AT

L
o roFre ] N
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11219
4407 15TH AVENUE

-
-‘l..




at the

% RYE TOWN HILTON

699 Westchester Avenue Port Chester, New York Town of Rye

Garden Weddings
Bar Mitzvah Weekends
Magnificent Country Setting

Y5 UND)
CATERING

Call Your Hilton Reservation Service — Group Center. |V0n Bren-]-

(214) 939-6300 X  Director of Catering

The Jewish Observer / March, 1981



Nisson Wolpin

“Welcome Home!”
The View From Room 925

Excitement hung in the air, like—like yellow strea-
mers from the bare limbs of the trees in City Hall Park.
An hour before starting time people were five-six deep
along the parade route on Broadway. The hostages
came home and New York City was presenting them
the key to the city and the key to its citizens” hearts.

My business was on the desk in room 925 at Five
Beekman Street, where Chizuk—The Torah Link (the
Agudath Israel World Organization’s reach-out effort)
maintains its offices. My discussions were with the
Chizuk director, Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, but my
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attention was directed out the window. Finaily the
parade began and we stood side by side looking out the
window, across Park Row, beyond the park, over thou-
sands of heads to the confetti-covered break in the
crowd:

Avroar. ., apolice escort . . . a video truck, with camera-
men grinding away at the scene following them up Broadway,
under the umbrella of still more video men, airborne by TV
helicopters . . . a brass band of over a hundred men (1 counted
them) in dazzling gold-trimmed burgundy uniforms, bang-
ing, footing, oompah-ing away ... thirty burgundy-clad

this lication
is ov‘::%ble in
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University Microfilms International

300 North Zeeb Road 18 Bedford Row

Dept. P.R, Dept. P.R.
Ann Arbor, M| 48106 London, WC1R 4EJ
U.S.A. England

Name
Institution
Street
City
State

37




Analyzes.
Evaluates.
Comments.
Inspires.

Reports.
Reviews.
Reflects.
Projects.

JEWISH
OBSERVER

We do more
than just observe.

Subscribe, Renew or Give
The Jewish Observer now and save.

e One Year/$12.00 (for ten issues)
¢ Two Years/$21.00 (a $30 value)

o Three Years/$28.00 (a $45 value)
{Bdd $1 per year for overseas subscriptions)
Clip and save

The Jewish Observer

5 Beekman Street / New York, N.Y. 10038
0 One Year $12.00 O Two Years $21.0
I Three Years only $28.00

Send magazine to:

............................................

- O Enclose gift card OBl me: $ .... O Enclosed: $..

(Israel subscriptions - via airfreight $16)

28

drum-majors twirling batons in unison through the air . . .
and then-—one former hostage and his family in a glistening
black limousine . . . cheers, screams, yellow ribbons rain down
on the hevo . . . Next—another motercycle brigade, another
brass band—seventy seven men in maroon, another baton-
twirling corps, followed by—cheers! confetti! ribbons—
another hostage with his family, in their own sleek black
limousine . . . And so it continued ad infinitum, if seemed.
We sat down, and Reb Dovid reported on his activi-
ties—the Hotline (a telephone service advertised in The
Village Voice and campus newspapers, for answering
queries regarding Judaism), the chavrusa service (match-
ing interested parties with a study-partner), the trials of
the alumni of the Israeli baal teshuva yeshivos returning
“home” to the States, where there is no home ...
because parents are often anti- or non-religious; former
friends have pursued other paths and there is no sup-
port group waiting to take them by the hand and help
them adjust tolife in America . . . no one to make them
feel welcome in a hostile terrain.
I recalled a Shacharis in a local shtiebel several years ago.
After “"Oleinu,” a jet-black bearded, mod-dressed fellow with
rimless aviator glasses (that year's campus uniform) said
Kaddish: “Yitgadal veyit kadash . . .” Sephardi pronuncia-
tion, but not a Sephardi or an sraeli either, by a long shot.
What's his story? After davening I offered him “Shalom” and
asked him where he’s from, who he's saying “Kaddish” for,
and so on,
He smiled and answered bricfly telling me how he became
attracted to Yiddishkeit just before his late father’s passing; the
time he spent in Boston at the Rebbe's; and then— hesitating a
mament— he put his hand on my arni: 1 want to thank you
for—uh—saying Hello.”
ooked at him quizzically. ""You see,” he explained, “] live
here for six months and you're the first person to say anything
to me.”
My face must have expressed shock because he quickly put
his hand on my arm again, reassuringly, “It's not that 1 don't
have friends. I do. But you're the first siranger tosay ' Hello to

me.

QOut of the window, the fourth of the twenty-one
heroes was getting his due on Broadway at Barclay
Street. It was an unprecedented outpouring of warmth—
and why not? It feels good to make someone else feel
good. ...

Reducing things to their crucial elements, however,
one realizes that the 52 were only passive actors in an
international melodrama. They were seized through no
fault of their own, and released through no derring-do
of their own. Diplomatic machinations and intrigue did
their part, and after 444 dreadful days, the long-
suffering hostages were released—pawns in aninterna-
tional power-play, moved from darkness to light by the
hands of distant chess players. But never ration glory
with an eye-dropper. They're entitled to their welcome.

I picked up a folder on Goldwasser’s desk . . . notes on
a Hotline phone-call pleading for help from Eureka,
California: “It was so meaningful in Dvar Yerusha-
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layim, but now I'm alone, so full of questions. , . ."—A
“"how do you kosher a kitchen?” call from Plainview, N.J.

. “What's a gef? and do [ really need one if 1 re-
marry?”’—from the Washington, D.C. area. ... Hos-
tages of a hedonistic, pleasure-bent society, who sense
that life is not meant to be adungeon of self indulgence,
or a life-sentence on a prison-ship aimlessly adrift on
chartless seas.

And they've sprung themselves loose! They've set
themselves free! They made it to a class, a lecture, and
then on to a yeshiva. ... Hostages no longer! Don't
these people each deserve his and her own sleek black

limousine, proceeded by his/her own brass band, baton-
twirling platoon, followed by a special police escort?
Don’t they each deserve cheers, and streamers of every
color of the rainbow-—to reflect the multi-faceted temp-
tations they've had to overcome to reach the truth of
Torah? Aren't they entitled to the key to the city, to our
homes, to our time, our patience, our guidance, our
hearts? Not just for two hours, once in a lifetime, but
again and again and again?—or at least to a simple
Hello?

We must not neglect our heroes—especially since they
are such authentic heroes. i)

a tradltlon...

Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yistoel Kosher Cheese.
A reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to qualicy
and kashruth. Wich 12 delicious varieties. Under the strict Rabbinical
supervision of K’hal Adas jeshurun, N.Y.
Haolam, a tradition you'll enjoy keeping.
Kosher for Passover
Cholov Yisroel

THURM BROS., WORLD CHEESE CO., INC., NEW YORK. N.Y.

Not justa cheese,
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CONSIDERING
COMPUTER PROGRAMMING?
WHY NOT THE BEST?

14 Week Intensive Programming course

Tuition Includes

® State-of-the-Art IBM 370 System
® BASIC/COBOL/JCL and BAL
® Fully comprehensive curriculum
for the motivated student
® Extensive hands-on terminal time with supervision
® Placement assistance |

E
New classes
beginning April 27th

For More Information and Enroliment Procedures
Call CV.I. 587-9259

Vocational Skilis Division

W oo CopeVocational Institute

Agudath israel

of Amenca 5 Beekman Street, Suite 700, New York, N.Y. 10038
Licensed by the New York State Education Department
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We have commented on previous occasions upon the
writings of Rabbi Shimen Eider, which have set a most
enviable standard of perfection worthy of emulation by
others. The latest of his publications is the fifth pam-
phlet in the series of Halachos of Pesach (Lakewood,
1981, $2.50}. It is devoted specifically to the laws of Erev
Pesach that falls on Shabbos, as this year, and follows the
general pattern of the author’s works: very clear and
systematic presentations; recommended course of ac-
tion, together with a mention of divergent views where
indicated; elaborate footnotes in Hebrew in which the
source and reason for all halachic statements is given so
that the interested {and qualified) reader can delve into

the original sources. Completeness, clarity and prac-
ticality are the marks of this work.

The exigencies of calendar have also brought about
the publication of Bircas HaChammah, an ArtScroil
Mesorah Series volume by Rabbi . David Bleich, with
overviews by Rabbi Nosson Scherman {New York, 1980,
hard cover: $8.95; paper back: $5.95). This books is
devoted to all aspects of this blessing of the sun, whichis
pronounced once every 28 years, this year on April 8.
The overviews and the first chapter deal with the ideas
underlying the ritual; the prayers, and their sources are
discussed in full; and there is a lucid exposition of the
Jewish calendar. Thus, this book is not merely a halachic
guide; however, the presentation of the laws of Bircas
Hachammah occupies a central place in it—they are
given in concise form, and elaborate footnotes provide
the background in the codes and responsa literature.
The usefulness of the volume is greatly enhanced by the
inclusion of time charts for different locations, and
according to the different views when the blessing is to
be recited.

Lo oY 0T %Y YN RY

Thousands of Russian Jewish children are being snatched

away from Yiddishkeit by missionaries and becoming totally

assimilated right in our neighborhoods! And most of us are
standing around and doing nothing about it!

Come and show your concern at an
HISTORIC MASS RALLY FOR THE CHINUCH OF
“YALDEI RUSSIA”
called by the Gedolei Yisroel
with the participation of

Hagaon Harav Ho'Admor M'Satmar- Ho'Admor
Yaakov Kamenetsky Sighet M'Bobov
N Rrvow N
Sponsored by
BE'ER HAGOLAH INSTITUTES

Sunday, March 29th, 1981 — 2:30 P.M,, 23 Adar Il, 5741

at the huge auditorium of
NEW UTRECHT HIGH SCHOOL
16th Ave., & 80th St., Brookiyn, N.Y.

No Solicitations
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Also of particular interest at this time, but very dif-
ferent in nature, is the Mitzva Encyclopedia, Laws and
Customs of Passover Matzos, Volume [ and ¥ by Rabbi
Yehuda Gross (Brooklyn, 1981 $7.95). In this work the
author has gathered extracts from a wide range of
rabbinic literature, and in particular from Chassidic
works, to show the importance of performing the mifzva
of matza in the most perfect manner. In the first volume
he discusses the need for special stringency in all mat-
ters pertaining to food on Pesach, and emphasizes that
everyone should supervise the baking of his own matzoes.

The second volume is devoted to the details of the
eating of matza. Many incidental topics are touched on
{such as the proper way for examining lettuce and the
halachic problems of medications). With the exception
of the question of halachic measurements, where the
author brings all major opinions, his halachic approach
is based on Chassidic practice (i.e. prohibition of machine
matzos and of “soaking” matzos); however, the mussar
extracts and the stories of how great tzaddikim observed
the mitzvos of Pesach will be of interest and an inspiration
to all readers.

/'NOBODY BEATS)
OUR DEALS!

Israel from $599.

* Lowest Student Rates, « Best Group Fares. & Year-Round Tours.
* Least Expensive Fares to all Destinations.

ANEW RADIO PROGRAM! Z&

I Produced
by the JEWISH
EDUCATION
PROGRAM
Every Tuesday Evening from 6:00 - 6:30 on

WHBI FM - 105.9 Stereo

MUSIC, NEWS, TORAH THOUGHTS
CONTESTS AND MORE
Sponsored by:
AURASTUDIOS  THE GREATER N.Y, SAYINGS BANK
FLOHRS GIFT SHOP  THE NEGINAH ORCHESTRA
BENNY'S IMPEX CORP, BORC PARK LUMBER

TUNE IN & ENJOY!

Also listen to our Thursday Program 6:00—6:30 on WHBI FM 105.9

NS
X 9%
{k
o
:
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B&D x Travel Associates
v} Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 {212) 223-0484

NEW FOR 1981
Williamsburg Y - Boro Park Y

SUMMER DAY CAMPS

Camp Director—Ellie Kastel
YESHIVA CHILDREN ages 5v2-10

(located on the Kaufmann Campgrounds in Staten Island}
NURSERY Ages 3-5 (at PS 105 in Boro Park)
TWEEN CAMP Ages 10-13 (at the Boro Park Y)
CIT PROGRAM o1 12 year olds

OPEN HOUSE and REGISTRATION
EVERY SUNDAY 11-3 PM
AT THE BORO PARK Y ONLY!

SLEEPAWAY/DAY CAMP OPTIONS
4 and 8 WEEK SESSIONS—SMALL GROUPS
FREE TRANSPORTATION, iunches and snacks

FULL PROGRAM ... ans and crafts, singing, hiking, folk
dancing, pioneering, cookouts and trips

SWIMMING daily supervised by Red Cross instructors
LEARNING and davening daity in ali camps

STAFF are Yeshiva-educated, mature and experienced
{staff positions are stilf available)

CALL 438-592 1 for free brochure

Boro Park Y, 4912-14th Ave., Brookiyn, N.Y.
Whaere we provide a 12 month service to our members!
Ask for our NEW program brochure of activities for all ages
Member agencies of the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of N.Y.
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We are honored to announce the establishment by the
Rabbonim of the

Rabbinical College
Kol Torah
in JERUSALEM

of a

MEMORIALSCHOLARSHIP FUND
in honor of

RAV DR. JOSEPH BREUER, 7"%1

The first $85,000 have already been donated to the Fund which has set a
goal of $150,000 needed to give ten Bachurim the opportunity to study at
all times at the Yeshivah, in honor of Rav Breuer, 9x1.

We invite everyone to participate in this great Mitzva and ask that you kindly
send your contribution (tax deductible) to

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF THE RABBINICAL COLLEGE

KOL TORAH of JERUSALEM
c/0 Walter M. Strauss
900 West 190th Street, New York, N.Y. 10040
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mn’t B Wim At Kedem dll employees are

uy Shomer Shabbos. This enables
r us to make all our 1.5 and 3 liter
bottles not Swranyr, as many of our

U t.l Y customers prefer. If your taste calls for natur-

n I ou ally sweet wines with no sugar added, then
R d m. only Kedem carries a complete line of Matuk
ea Is. Royale wines. If you would rather have m

Senan (as do hotels and caterers) then our smaller sized bottles in 750 ml

and 6.3 oz. are just right. Don't forget that every process from crushing to
bottling takes place in Kedem’s own wine cellars. This allows us to maintain

the highest standards of quality and kashruth ©
for you. So this Pesach...Make it Kedem. KEDEM

Under the strict supervision of the Tzelemer Rov Kadem Wine Corp. N.Y. N.Y,

Hearig 'Isggnosis TOr Mnia Higanagay T el Bk
and Evaluation Center Taschars Traiing Program, Ofakim
*The greatest gift we can
give a child born DEAFis H-I-D».Sound Waves
thejoy of hearing and the Spreading over Oceans.

ability to communicate.

Yes! | would like to join the wonderful members of Hebrew
| institute for the Deaf who are helping the Jewish Deaf Child the
| World over,

| Enclosed is my Friendship contribution: All contributions are
| tax deductible.

“One of the
. greatest achievements

in the world

{ O $15 Supporting Friend O $100 Patron Friend

i £1%50 Sponsoring Friend O o Other is that

| Name of a child born deaf
|

| Address who learns to talk”
I City/State/Zip

I
|
1
{ [1 530 Contributing Friend [ $300 Life Friend !
|
f
i

Alexander Graham Bell

|
thSem:] to: H.LD,, 2025 67th Street, Brooklyn, M.Y. 11204, |
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A Purim Passing

Hanoch Teller

the “tzeddaka gabbai” who could
not miss the holiday of giving

Jerusalem—city of many charities,
and the best of gabboim (collectors,
treasurers). The City once had, not
very long ago, a major architect. He
erected palaces and skyscrapers out
of chessed, sculpted out of tzeddaka.
Reb Yoseif Binyomin Rubin was
perhaps the greatest gabbai tzeddaka

Hanoch Teller, an American studying in Jersa-
lem, is a frequent contributor fo these pages.

Jerusalemhas known in recent time.

One cannot transcend overnight.
His capacity for charity was partly
indigenous, and partly cultivated.
The result was an oak so towering
and mighty that he became a legend
in his very own time. From the time
that he was a child he seemed to
have aninner drive to give tzeddaka, a
drive which would not afford him
rest.

Directly after his wedding, during the
week of Sheva Brachos, adorned in a shirei-
mel and bekashe and accompanied by a sho-
mer (guard), he stood on the street corner
collecting tzeddaka.

“Do the poor people have to suffer just
because | have a simcha?”

* * *

He revolutionized giving fzeddaka

Highest in quality,
outstanding in flavor

and z large selection of
cheese favorites. Make

sure that your next
cheese is Migdal.
iIt's no rall rale
when they say
that “Migdal" is
the most trusted
name in Kosher
cheese.

NATURAL

CoLBY

CHEESE

Linder the strict
Rabbinwcal supervision of
K’hal Adas Jeshurun, N.Y.

g p RlTTh]

KOSHER FOR PASSOVER

» SLICED AMERICAN - SLICED SWISS + SLICED MUENSTER « SLICED
COLBY « BABY GOUDA * BABY MUENSTER « CHEDDAR STICKS
*HICKORY SMOKED BAR & SLICED » LOW-SODIUM CHEESE » BABY FARMER'S
CHEESE » MUENSTER CHUNK » MOZZARELLA CHUNK & SLICED

THURM BROS., WORED CHEESE CO. INC., NEW YORK. N..

Gl

MILK
100% PURE

100% PURE
GRAPEFRUIT JUICE

All our products are Kosher L'pesach
and under the Strict Supervision of
Rabbi Bernard Levy (O Laboratories,
Khal Yitev Lev D'satmar
Kehilas Yakov D’pupa

Kahal Adas Yeriem (Vei'ner Kehila).
D= =14

SORRY - we must stop sending

THE JEwisH OBSERVER when your

subscription runs out ... RENEW Now /
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by introducing radical concepts into
the art of giving. He contended that
one must give according to the poor
people’s need and not according to
the giver’s means. He borrowed
terms from the inflation-plagued
Israeli economy in order to assist the
indigent: Poor people must also have
a wage elevation, a price increase,
value added supplements etc., he
reasoned.

To cover his budget, he borrowed
staggering sums of money from a
free-loan society every month. He
borrowed because he felt that he
had a debt which had to be paid. He
was not doing the poor a favor, he
was carrying out an obligation. He
assumed a quarter of the debts of
many a new marriage, living up to
his namesake: “Yoseif Hu HaMashbir
. .. is the provider.”

Poor people are all the same. Se-
phardi, Ashkenazi, Chassid, Mis-
naggid, whatever; all have the same
needs for life’s necessities and for
dignity. Rabbi Rubin’s greatest joy,

however, was to provide for a talmid
chacham.

An impoverished talmid chacham did
not even have a jacket to wear. Reb Yoseif
purchased a wardrobe for him, and could not
help boasting: “I just bought a cover for a
Sefer Torah,”

He was an undercover detective
of the highest order. No matter
what the camouflage—Reb Yoseif
saw through it. He had an uncanny
nose for detecting who was truly in
need. When he found a worthy
recipient, nothing stood in his path.
Some way or another the needy
received, usually never realizing
how, when, or where from.

One day he noticed that a member of his
Kollel was extremely perfurbed. Reb Yoseif
was convinced that the man's anger eman-
ated from a deficit of funds. Rabbi Rubin
went home, gathered some money, and ended
up rescuing this fellow's family life in the
very wick of time.

Providing for the needy, more
than 300 families on a weekly basis,
represented a half a million Israeli

pounds® expenditure for just Pesach
alone!

* * &«

His day began at twoin the morn-
ing. He davened at sunrise and then
went about collecting, until nine in
the morning. At 9:00 the second
part of his day commenced. He
began to study Torah with all of the
diligence ot a person who was just
beginning his day. Every day he tra-
velled to a different Shul—Wed-
nesday for instance was “Bayit Ve-
gan day”—and he travelled at his
own expense. Every Lag B'Omer he
would journey to Meron, and stand
for 14 hours on his feet collecting
tzeddaka: "Yidden Gibb tzeddaka” was
his motto; Bracha, hatzlacha vechol tuv,
his ancillary blessing; these familiar
words always evoked a positive res-
ponse. Everyone had so much faith
in him that there was never a ques-
tion of trust. On a hot day he used to

*Three years ago, when the pound was worth four
times as much.

(212) 471-3456

1216 BRUNSWICK AVE.

TO 500 PM

AT LOW WHOLESALE PRICES.

IMMEDIATE USE OR FREEZER,

MASHGIACH TMID!

GLATT KOSHER BEEF AND VEAL WHOLESALE

FAR ROCKAWAY, N.Y. 11691

{Inder the Supervision of the Rabbinate K'hal Adath Jeshurun, inc.
Washington Heights, New York, IN.Y. 10033

PROCESSORS ® FABRICATORS
CONSUMER PACKAGING

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC EVERY SUNDAY FROM 8:00
AMTO 1:00 PM AND OM WEEKDAYS FROM 9:00 AM

WE OFFER A LARGE SELECTION OF THE HIGHEST
QUALITY GLATT KOSHER BEEF, VEAL & POULTRY

ALL OURMEATS ARE CUT FRESH AND TRIMMED BY
PROFESSIONALS, AND PREWRAPPED FOR YOUR

(BREUER SHECHITA EXCLUSIVELY)
(ADAS POULTRY ONLY)

PARKING ON PREMISES

Buy

and
SAVE
OVER

40%

Now You Can Enjoy Quality

PRIDE OF THE FARM
DE LUXE
CHOLOV YISROEL
ICE CREAM

AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD
In Four Delicious Flavors

12 Gallon
(4 Pints)

Under Hashgacha of Rabbi Moshe Heinemann
ATTENTION:
Restaurants, Candy Stores, Pizza Stores;
3 GALLON TUBS AVAILABLE

Distributors: Quality Frozen Foods, Inc.
1663 62nd Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204

(212) 256-9100
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buy a soda and with a grin, “Let
everyone’s doubt of my veracity be
invested in this soda.”

* * *

Jerusalemites will never forget
Purim three years ago. It was a Purim
Meshulash—three consecutive days
of celebration, bedecked with snow.
Early in the evening the snow began
to fall. Late into the night it still had
not stopped, and there was an eerie
feeling that this was a sorrow-cloud-
ed harbinger. In the Rubin house
everyone was stillawake. Reb Yoseif
was ill, but threatened to go out the
next day collecting for the poor.

“But you're not welll”

“"What?! It's Purim, the holiday of
Aniyim {the poor)!”

“No!” they insisted, “you are not
allowed to leave your bed.”

But as his family knew only too
well, fighting Reb Yoseif's heart, his
concern for fellow Jews, was a Her-
culean task.

Early the next morning Reb Yoseif
was out celebrating Purim by col-
lecting for the poor, trudging
through the snow, fighting his iil-
ness, fighting the weather. He felt
weak and was rushed to the hospital
for emergency treatment. Experts
were consulted to help him regain
consciousness. Nothing. Not amove,
not a twitch. His family gathered
around the bedside day and night.
Specialists from all over tried every
possible method to return him to
consciousness. Nothing. His wife
went over to the bedside and whis-
pered, “Yosel, it's time for Kimcha
DePischa.”** His eyes opened and he
began to cry.

Two weeks after Purim, Reb
Yoseif was buried. On his grave-
stone were engraved the words that
he had willed:

“o7p 72p% nan Sy ROY NPT W

**Pesach help for the needy: customarily collections
begin thirty days in advance of the holiday, the day
after Purin.

A Gabbai tzeddaka, without salary.

Jerusalem was in shock. Sephardi
women came over to the family and
asked, “Aifo Yoseif?” They could not
accept that he had died. “How can
we make a Chag without him?” He
died with a debt of IL 250,000
($25,000, at the time) to a free loan
society, but Jerusalem was bereaved
with a far greater debt. The only
consolation is that he is not dead in
the hearts that he left behind; or put
more succinctly, Od Yoseif chai, Yoseif
lives yet.*** "
This is adapted from an article that appeared

in Jewish Woman's Outlook, a magazine that is
published in Jerusalem.

"**His son-in-lato, Rabbi Moshe Rubin, is carrying on
his work, from his home in Brooklyn,

MEST tes
EV 7.1750
puen wxn

WRIMBER oty

Hours:

® Practical Methodology

® Child Development

In Answer To Many Requests
And In Response To The Need For

WELL TRAINED TEACHERS
We Proudly Announce The Opening Of A

TEACHER TRAINING

SEMINARY FOR WOMEN

{nder The Auspices Of
The Prospect Park Yeshiva H.S.

FOR THE 5742 SCHOOL YEAR
Open Only To Women Who Have Completed
At Least One Year Of Full Time Seminary
Or Are Experienced Teachers

Sunday, 9-12 A.M.; Monday & Wednesday 6-9 P.M.

® Supervised Student Teaching
® Management & Discipline ® In-Service Supervision

For Those Presently Teaching

g

Brooklyn’s Largest Hat Center

Featuring Knox, Stetson, and

4311 13th Avenue
871-2944

For Information & Registration Cali: 375'0844

Hashkafas — Hachinuch H. .
& Hashkafas — Hachinuch o ashiala® Halacha World-Famous Borsalino
and Panizva
Rabbi i
lAbrgE:r Kelman Rabbi ;irﬁipl;ramer Imported from Italy .
Rabbi Leib Kelman Louis Glueck We alSO Cany a larg e SeleCtlon Of
Executive Direcior President Velou TS, Suedes’ Homb urgs

Visit our discount Tie Dept.
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Telrad Sabbath Telephone

the ‘Sabbath Telephone’is
intended for the Sabbath
observing public, enabling
the use of the telpehone for

essential needs.

The ‘Sabbath Telephone' is a product of TELRAD
and is intended for the Sabbath observing public
enabling the use of the telephone for essential needs
(e.g. medical and other essential services).

This telephone instrument has been developed and
manufactured according to the directions of the
“INSTITUTE FOR SCIENCE AND HALACHA" in
Jerusalem and is authorized by the Institute.

Although the ‘Sabbath Telephone’ looks similartoa
conventional telephone, it is different. Special electronic
and electromechanical devices have been incorporated
to perform the switching and signalling functions on a
random delayed principle, and in conformity with the
“GRAMAH" Principle of the “HALACHA".
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TIME...

by devorah gershon

On normal days,
I rarely remember
the Divine
{except perhaps
for perfunctory prayers
and with little reverence).
For there’s no time
and I'm
S0 very
busy.

But when trouble, stress or despair
come knocking

uninvited

at my door

and fear

comes flooding in,

then do 1 lift mine eyes up high
and remember

my G-d.

Then prayer

wells up

in my trembling heart

and words overflow,

finding their way

to my lips.

Perhaps this is why

G-d sends suffering

to the world.

For in times of peace and plenty,
we rarely remember

the Divine.

We have no time.
We are always
S0 very
busy.

Devarah Gershon is an American pod whe lives
in Bayit Vegan, Jerusalem.
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Matuk le
nature atkigzabest

First there was Matuk Royale Rouge.
Now there’s Matuk Royale Blanc.
Delicious slightly sweet wines unmarred by

sugar or artificial sweetener
Rich bouquet, robust hearty |
all occasions. For winei...
mavens who prefe
nature at its best

Naturally

Linder the strict
Rabbinical supervision
of the Zelemer Ray

KEDEM WINE COL L NEW YORK. N Y.

49




A PRAYER...

by devorah gershon

Chessed is a sacrifice.
it is an offering

which opens the prison
of the lonely self.

It is the stretching forth
of a helping hand,

the building of bridges
between two souls.

[t is the beginning

of love,

a human expression

of the Divine.

But to love

is to be vulnerable

and susceptible to pain.
And chessed

is often hard

to sustain.

Give me strength,
Source of All Strengths,
to be vulnerable.

Give me strength
to reach out,
to sacrifice,

to build bridges of chessed and love,

to march in the footsteps
of the Divine.

Give me strength,
lest I remain alone,
an imperfect creature,
forever apart,

locked behind the doors
of its lonely self.

= Yesh:va' — .
Beth_thudah _

Southﬁeld MI seeks principal for bovs
school. Respons:ble for Hebrew and
secular program; nursary-—-B grade
Saiary based . on: experierice. Send
resume and mquxnest :

VBY Search Comrrutte :

L Oak?a}k' MI 4823 .
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Your Assurance

oi the Hnghest
Superb Taste

at Passover.

2
@ Certified Kosher by the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations

Come To Formerly Kosher King

Kosher Country

@’J'a“ Supervised
Wnitehead Hail Brooklyn College

ISRAEL FLIGHTS§

largest selection of most economical one ways and round trips§ -

COMMAND TRAVE :::;(800)214840

d 6 East 45th Street, New York. New York 10017 NY State cail collect {212} 490-1213
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Letters to the Editor

“Dear Morah”—in Yiddish

To the Editor:

I feel compelled to express my
appreciation to you for sharing with
us, your subscribers and readers,
the very inspiring article “Dear
Morah” (JO Dec. '80).

I consider this message to be of
such profound importance to both
parents and mechanchim, that 1 took
pains to translate its entire contents
verbatim into Yiddish so as to con-
vey this to even those on our staff
whose command of English is limit-
ed. | must add that it left a very
significant impact.

RaBBI BORUCH EISENBERG
Yeshiva Yesode Hatorah
Nachlas Yaakovo

Menahel

Brooklyn, New York

Reaching For . .. Stardust

To the Editor:

1was surprised and moved to find
the inspiring, unpaid-for advertise-
ment defining teaching as “reaching
for the stars” in your latest issue.
{Jan., page 26). Moral support of this
kind is all too rare. Your ad mirrored
my own feelings about teaching,
which | have been doing for over a
quarter of a century. But more im-
portant, it was a call to our youth
who unfortunately tend to view
teaching as a thankless, underpaid
and statusless endeavor.

It is of interest to note that both
the little boy in the picture and the
beaming teacher behind him point
to the tallest letter in the Aleph Bais,
which command “Lamed"—"“Teach!”

Perhaps it would be easier to ful-
fill the Lamed's imperative if the Jew-
ish community would become aware
of another letter in the Aleph Bais—
“Pay.”

MRs. SHOSHANA PERR
Far Rockaway, N.Y.
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DON'T WAIT UNTIL
IT IS TOO LATE!

Without Bills or an APPRAISAL you cannot collect insurance
on your valuables—in case of a claim G-d forbid (check with

your broker).
For A Professional Appraisal At Reasonable Prices

Call (212) 435-7691
We Specialize in Appraising Silver and Jewelry
Sifrei Torah — Tefillin — Megillos — Appraised By
A Lic. Soifer — (Scribe)
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR SYNAGOGUES

Y.M. ROTTENBERG

Trust your next Catered Affair to the finest

©Glatt Kosher

Caterer in the Metropolitan Area

arkside i
a erers iocatmns

Crest

FOREST PARK Jjewish Center Hollow Northern
90-45 Myrtle Ave., Queens Cﬂé?tt’{)y Nassau County

Jewish Center

B Rockaway Beach Blvd.
& 135 St. Belle Harbor, N.Y.

Sﬁaé’m«u CATERERS

2380 Hylan Bivd.
Staten Island, N.Y.

e, caterens

1060 Ocean Parkway Brookiyn
ﬁ 1885 Ocean Parkway
ADI €ZER {at Ave. S ) Brooklyn

In Nassau County
.c,éf’olm‘/:

OF GREAT NECK

SYNAGOGUE
NEW ! Perfect for Weekend Bar Mitzvahs |
The Sheraton Heights o
g"""’l"" Whippany Rd. &

in nearby Hashrouck Heghts New Jersey

at the crossraads of Interstate 80 & Rie 17 Lindsley Drive

Mosristown, New Jersey

RAMA[}A 130 Route 10

NN East Hanover , N.}.

Numsen ron ait Locaions (2712) 849-8817
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(HISRAKEL "™ YOUR COMMAND"

COMMAND TRAVEL"::(800)221-4840

6 East 45th Street. New York, New York 10017 NY State call collect {212) 480-1213

BENCRAFT
HATTERS

236 Broadway, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11211
Telephone: 384-8956
Featuring the largest selection of
BORSALINO FROM ITALY
and
HABIG FROM VIENNA

HUCKEL FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA
IN SUEDES AND VELOURS

Agency for
SCHAPARELLI, ANTONELLI,
KANGOL & STETSON HATS

OPEN SUNDAY
Come in and meet “Friendly Stan”
naw o naw

in a search for his spiritual roots and
idenzity, Mayer Schilier, scien of & non-
religious family, set out on a rigorous
program of wide reading and selt-
education. This book is the result. A
voyage through the Age of Enlighten-
ment to the rise of Reform Judaism, to

the modern malaise of American Jewry;
then on 1 a discovery and affirmation of
authentic Judaism, as a way t¢ live in
America today.

AN EXCITING, HONEST, LIVELY
BOOK FOR THE THOUGHTFUL
JEWISH READER INTERESTED IN
HIS PECPLE'S HERITAGE.

New edition hard-cover $8.95%
272 puges paper-back $5.95

El Phlllpp Feldheim Inc.

ist Broadway / New York NY 10002

TORAH LITERATURE OF QUALITY

INKWELL 7

PRINTERS

INNOVATIVE INVITATIONS
HEBREW AND ENGLISH

3 OPEN SUNDAY :
.. 1440 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. &
% (212 253- 9736 et

The Chinuch and
Chizuk Hadaas Committee
of Agudath Israel
World Organization
is pleased to make available
free of charge
the
“Shaar Cheshbon Hanefesh”
(of the Sefer Chovas Halevovos)
in keeping with ‘the resolution
passed at the Sixth Knessia Gedolah

Please mail your order to:
Publications Department
Agudath Israel World Org.
5 Beekman Street
MNew York, NY 10038

Please include 50¢ for handling
and postage
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Yehudah Relis is an American studying in a
Jerusalem yeshiva, At the Wall

Yehudah Relis
At the Wall Just a wall, a wall of stone
At the ancient wall of stone Large perhaps, but hardly more
I stand Yet this fire in my brain
And try to understand A purity I've never known before
The call As if a spark has been ignited
That brought me from my distant home A holy flame . ..
To journey to this land And how my body is united
Alone. In the knowledge “it will never be the same.”
Your seder table deserves the very best &7, 12 Y]
s ?
The World Renowned Weinberg's s\ ";%30 Y ‘G’
MY 13D from Douny
nIAAn 0YT PrIan wona F -

It's the freshest, thinnest, tastiest,
crispiest matzoh around.
Available throughout the U.SA.

Call or write: L. Abrowitz Distributors
1152 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230
(212) 859-3970

YOd POLISH; THEY'LL CHOLISH
FROM BOREDOM We cater your simchas to

You shine, They'll whine—from neglect. your specification: wedding,
You wipe, they'll swipe— at each other. Who? The kids... sheva brachos, bris'n, Kid-
: . . , . dushes, and bar mitzvas
While you're preoccupied with Yom Tov preparations. You Need:

Yanky at the Pesach Seder with Zeyde* 6e£h
(YARERY) Educational entertainment.
' — Music. Laughs. Torah values. &l
. For the kids. For you. Now you
¥ can clean...And the kids won't

' . > be seen, 5602-11th AVENUE
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219

* Record Ensemble includes a 24
' Page illustrated follow-along-activities

A W "]
| g 8 ZJ'w workbook. Available where Jewish
7., Records are sold. Or at: 854"29" \
a@\ Aderet Record Co. ® 1402 46th St. e |
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 ¢ (212)
d Seeisimer | neginah, |

‘ o usical
Voices, and Narrations by: Lyrics By: Arrangements by:

Yitzy Erps Yocheved Sorscher Hershe! Lebovits (’" *‘w.‘"
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on the premises.

Glatt Kosher
Meats

delivered anywhere
in the U.S.A. right
to your door!

Now you can enjoy the finest quality Glatt Kosher Meats
and Kosher foods, wherever you are. All our meats are soaked &
salted under the supervision of the Vaad Harabonim of Queens
and is Kosher Larnehadrin Min Hamedrin. A full time Mashgiach is

777 77T

Call or write today for a free brochure. Upon receipt of your
order, we will arrange for a convenient delivery.

In the New York area, the quality of Herman Glick’s Sons
meats is legendary. For Kashruth there is no finer establishment.

Herman Glick’s Sons

Glatt Kosher Butchers Serving the Nation

101-15 Queens Bivd., Forest Hills, N.Y. 11375
(212) 896-7736

THE COMPLETE

PASSOVER
COOKBOOK

Siricth IR
and the Year Round

Frances R, AvRutick
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NEW FOR 1981
THE COMPLETE PASSOVER

COOKBOOK

Frances AvRutick shows us hundreds
of delicious, unusual and strictly
kosher Passover recipes ... from
holiday classics to gourmet originals
... tempting hors d’'oeuvres to

tuscious pastries . .. including o
Passover cheese strudel. . .
432 pages. . . hardcover
for your copy
send $12.95 + $1 for shipping to
Dept. 24, Afalpi Morketing, 450
7th Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10123.

N.Y. resicents please add sales tax.
GIFT SHOP INQUUIRIES INVITED

g ise, mraZeT T A
[} =R T R

ASSEMBLY
PROGRAMS

FOR THE JEWIEN SCHOOL
Fook B '

[Tt

. _ EA Y}
T
n,"-F- L rTRE
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AGUDATH ISRAEL SEEKS
TO BROADEN ITS
CONSTITUENCY

In an effort to broaden its constituency,
Agudath Israel of America had launched a
major membership drive, it was announced.

According to Rabbi Yoel Schonfeld, chair-
man of the membership campaign, a major
effort will be made to reach those who
directly benefit from Agudah’s services but
have not as yet joined its membership.

“There are very few people in our com-
munity who have not been served by Agu-
dath Israel, either directly or indirectly,” said
Rabbi Schonfeld. “Whether it's been the
community at large through SBCO’s com-
munity preservation program, Project
COPE’s helping individuals with employ-
ment, or yeshivos with legal help, the Agudah
has always ‘been there.’ And yet many of
those serviced have not thought about be-
coming a part of this movement,”

In order to assure its effectiveness, Agu-
dath Israel depends on a large membership
which is the goal of this campaign. Those
interested in joining Agudath lsrael or in
assisting in this campaign are urged to con-
tact Rabbi Yoel Schonfeld at (212) 587-9246.

':'*.Back issues and full sets of :
The Jewish Observer and -

PBIT PR
For distribution to
needy famities
send contributions before Aprii 14th
to: Y. ISRAEL
1680 59th Street
Brookiyn, NY 11204

Dos Yiddishe Vort avéilable,

S writer B
" POB303

. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219

~ Considering Office
Employment?
Do you have the skills?

Spend your hours
productively

Join the business

courses of your choice
New classes begin
April, 1981
Legal Secretary, 28 weeks
Executive Secretary, 24 weeks
Secretary/Gal Friday, 24 weeks
Shorthand/Secretary, 16 weeks
Bookkeeper/Secretary, 16 weeks

FOR MORE INFORMATION

AND ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES
CALL C. V.1 _587-9257

Business Skills Division

CopeVocational
Institute

Registered by the New York State Education Department

A division of
Agudath lsrael
ol America
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Announcing

THIS YEAR

bALAChOS OF pesach

EREV PESACH
OCCURS ON SHABBOS
Do you know what to do?

A Summary of
Halachos of Pesach
(Section Five) $250

T In English
e by Rabbi Shimon Eider

A SUMMATY OF

PL

..... Copies HALACHOS OF PESACH ......Copies HALACHOS OF

....Copies HALACHOS OF PESACH
....Copies HALACHOS OF PESACH

1 am enclosing check or money order for total of $

TOPIC: A discussion of the Halachos and procedure when Erey
Pesach occurs on Shabbos.
Available in Hebrew bockstores or from the author:

418 12th St., Lakewood, N.J. 08701

. — s s e — order form for cassettes and publications —— v ——_——— o

NAME L . R .

EASE SFND:

«.Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS OF PESACH"

Sec. V at $2.50 (when Erev Pesach occurs on Shabbos)

Copies HALACHOS OF PESACH Other items in the Shiurim in Halacha series:
Cassette 1 (CHP1) at $3.00 * 1: Eruv )

Copies HALACHOS OF PESACH - Copies HALACHOS OF THE ERUV
Cassette 2 (CHP2) at $3.00 * Cassette | (CHE 1) at $3.00 *

'“'8?”.” A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS - Copies HALACHOS OF THE ERUV

PESACH, section | at £1.30 * e ARy OF HALA
(on Ta'aruves Chemetz) - O{l):p'lrels-!E ERUV gt 875 * CHOS
ik: Four Minim

...Copies HALACHOS OF PESACH ... Copies HALACHQS OF THE YOUR

MINIM Cassette {CFM 1) at $3.00 *
HE FOUR
MINIM Cassette 2 (CFM 2} at $3.00 *

Cassette 3 (CHP3) at §3.00 *
Cassette 4 (CHP4) at $3.00 *

.....Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS ... Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACRHOS
QF PESACH, section Il at $2.50*

Al OF THE FOUR MINIM at $1.50 »
50:
...... Copies HALACHQOS OF SHABBQOS
{Sections 1-3) at $9.75 Hardcover *
...... Copies HALACHOS OF SHABBOS
. (Section 4) at $9.75 Hardcover *
....Copies HALACHOS OF THE ERUV

(ot the Seder)

Cassette 5 (CHP5) at $3.00 *
Cassette 6 (CHP6} at $3.00+

at $2.50 *
....Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS .. . Copries A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS
()FPPESACH, section [l at $2.50 * OF THE THREE WEEKS at $2.50 *

(On Kashering)

...Copies HALACHOS QF
CHANUKAH (Soft Couver) at
$3.50*

...Copies HALACHOS OF
SJH5A.NUKAH {Hard Cover) at
5.50

Copies HALACHOS OF PESACH
Cassette 7 (CHP7) at $3.00%

Copies HALACHOS OF PESACH
Cassette 8 (CHP8) at $3.00*

Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS
OF PESACH, section [V at §2.50 *

(on Searching and Selling Chometz)

{U.S. currency).

*When ordering from the author, add 35 cents per volume or cassette for postage and
handling. Canada and foreign add 60 cents per volume or cassette.
For HALACHOS OF SHABBOS (Hardcover) add $.75 per volume for postage and
handling. Canada and foreign add $1.25 per volume.
SPECIAL RATES FOR BULK ORDERS, Prepaid orders accepted only.

AGUDATH ISRAEL TUITION
TAX CREDIT CAMPAIGN
IN HIGH GEAR

Senators Daniel P. Moyinihan (D-N.Y.)
and Robert Packwood (R-Oregon) intro-
duced their tuition tax credit bill (5.550) in
the U.5. Senate, Agudath Israel of America
stepped up its nationwide campaign to push
for the passage of the measure in the 97th
Congress. The "Campaign to Relieve Inde-
pendent Education,” Agudath Israel’s special
structure for this effort, is organized in 30
states through a network of local coordina-
tors and committees. The bill would grant a
tax credit of 50% up te $500 of tuition paid
per child to private schools.

In New York, the campaign was officially
kicked off with a major regional conference
on Sunday, March 8th. U.5. Senator (R-
N.Y.) Alfonse D'Amato, Brooklyr Republi-
can Leader George L. Clark, Jr., and Agudath
Israel president Rabbi Moshe Sherer ad-
dressed the conference. Prof. Aaron Twerski,
chairman of the Commission on Legislation
and Civic Action of Agudath [srael of Ameri-
ca, prestded. The chairman of the New York
campaign is Tuvia Obermeister, a prominent
leader of the Yeshiva and Mesivta Chaim
Berlin. The national chairman is Prof. Lau-
rence Katz, dean of the University of Balti-
more Law School.

An Agudath Israel task force headed by
Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky, director of Gav-
ernment and Pubtic Affairs of Agudath Israel
of America, and assisted by attorney Shmuel
Prager, executive secretary of the Commis-
sion on Legislation and Civic Acticn of Agu-
dath Israel of America, continued to meet
with senators and congressmen on this topic.
Special campapign kits were distributed to
state coordinators and yeshivos throughout
the country.

Mishna-Halacha Yomit
Start with us the new cycle
as we begin learning

Shulchan Aruch
Orach Chaim

Foliow the Luach for
Mishna-Halacha Yomit.
Everyone has a chelek in Torah.
Start now-—learn daily—have the
joy of expanding your knowledge
and understanding of Torah.

Send for your free Luach:
Rabbi Elias Karp
1880 47th Street
Brooklyn, MN.Y. 11204
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AGUDATH ISRAEL AGENCY INTENSIFIES YESHIVA ENROLLMENT

Encouraged by its successful yeshiva place-
ment program in recent years as aresult of its
multi-faceted reach out activities, the Jewish
Education Program {JEP) of Zeirei Agudath
{srael of America announced that it will step
up its campaign in coming months. According
to Rabbi Mutti Katz, director, and Rabbi
Yosef Chaim Golding, the executive director,
JEP hopes to emphasize its citywide release
hour program in which at least 300 children
in dozens of public schools and junior high
schools participate in weekly sessions of
exposure to basic fewish education.

TEP’s successful visitation program reached
a high point during the Chanukah season
when some 5,000 children participated in
special programs in all areas of the Metropoli-
tan area, in Kingston and Middletown, New
York; various Long Island communities; and
Philadeiphia. Nearly 200 volunteers working
on the various activities of JEP participated in
this special program.

A chavrusah program, which teams up JEP
youngsters with volunteers, involves such
major New York yeshivos as Mir, Torah
Vodaath and Chaim Berlin. 60 children from
a Washington, D.C. day school recently vis-
ited New York in JEPs Shabbaton program.
Similarly, 30 children from Edison, New fer-
sey, and 2¢ from Newburgh, New York, were
also visitors as part of the large ongoing
Shabbaton program of the JEP program.

JEP’s successes are particularly apparent in
some of the case histories released by the
Zeirei Agudath Israel agency.

# For Abraham, a 14 year old boy from
Teheran, JEP meant becoming acquainted
with Yiddishkeit through the release hour
program. His father, a former government

Photocards of
Gedolei Yisroel
35 glossy, postcard size
(3%" x 514") portraits of
Gedolei Yisroel
for your set, send $4
to: Photocards
Agudath Israel of America
5 Beekman Street
NYC 10038
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employee in Teheran, enrolled his son in the
Ditmas Junior High School. After joining the
release hour program, Abrahambecame more
interested in authentic Judaism, and with the
blessing of his father is now enrolled in one of
the large yeshivos in Brooklyn.

¢ Irving’s encounter with JEF began four
years ago when, as a 13 year old Talmud
Torah student in suburban New Jersey, he
joined the JEP pen pal program with his
Shabbaton host in Boro Park. The JEP leader,
then 18, visited lrving’s home with films of an
Orthodox camp to convince his parents to
send lrving there for the summer. After a
summer in camp, Irving enrolled in a Yeshiva
Gedeln in Brocklyn and is now in & major
yeshiva in Erefz Yisroel.

# Dluring a recent visit by JEP volunteers to
Philadelphia, Jeffrey won a raffle which en-
titled him to a free summer at an Orthodox
camp. To the delight of the JEP volunteers,
his parents consented to send their son to the
camp. The result: Jeffrey is now enrolled in a
Manhattan yeshiva.

JEP has also recently undertaken several
projects which are designed to reach the
braoder Jewish public. Two seforim, Lilmod Ulle-
lamed and Lehovin Ulehaskil, are being warmly
received by the Jewish community. JEP plans
to publish a third volume Lishmor Vlaasos,
whick is also expected to be widely dissemi-
nated. In addition to the new publications,
JEP continues to sponsor a successful series
of phonograph records which have become
valuable educational tools for both parents
and educators. The most recent disc, Uncle
Moishir, has become a premier selling item,
according to record outlets,

Traditional
Premium
Quality
Kosher

for Over 3
Generations

Empire

POULTRY

Accepted and Preferred
worldwide without
reservation

The Maost Trusted
Name in Kosher
Poultry and Foods

SHING. N.Y. 11367

TAXKT P oUW LA
PID YOU STUDY TORAN TODAY?
Is there always a reason
why you think you can't?
No one to learn with?
for frae assistance s finding
o suitable Chuvrusoh contact:
Chavrusoh Matching service
791-1800
Afterncons 1.6 P.M,
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Comm. for Publishing the
Writings of Hagaon Rabbi
Yosef Eliahu Henkin, >3t

We wish to announce the appear-
ance of the first volume of the sfo-
rim of Hagaon Rabbi Yosef Eliahu
Henkin, %31 This includes the
following:
1) "Pirushei lura”
2) “Eidus L'lsrael (Halachic
Section)”
3) "Lev fura”
4) Various writings—including
commentaries by Hagaon Hen-
kin w3t which he wrote on the
margins.
Price: $10
This Sefer can be obtained al:
Ezras Torah
235E. B'way, N.Y.C. 10002
(212) 227-8960

Pincus Mandel
Cemetery Consultant
Representative of Chevros
Kadisha of Jerusalem
with karka available on Har Ha-
zaitim, Har Hamnuchot and
Sanhedria. Karka also obtain-
able on all other Community-
owned Cemeteries in Eretz Yis-
rael, controlled and maintained
by the Chevra Kadisha of the

Community.

1569 47th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219
Day and Night Phone

(212) 855-5121

Honesty — Inteyrity —
Responasibility
Over 25 Years of Dedicated Service to
the Orthodox Jewish Community

Clip and
Catch Your Nails

Qur unique nail clipper
has a plastic holder to
catch your nail clipplings

"A pious person burns his nails, a
righteous person buries them, and
a wicked person throws them
away.” Moed Koton [8a, cited in
Mishna Brura 260:6.

$2.00 each postpaid.
3 for $5.00.

Special discounts for quantity.
Dealer’s orders welcome.
J.0. Clipper
Box 82
Staten Island, MN.Y. 10309

& GUIDE FOR THE JEWISH WOMAN AND GIRL
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AGUDATH ISRAEL AGENCY HELPS WOMEN IN NEED

More than 2,000 widowed, divorced or
separated women have applied for assistance
to a special agency established by Agudath
Israel of America to help displaced homemak-
ers. The Fresh Start Training Program, lo-
cated in the Flatbush section of Brooklyn,
aims to help such women through an inten-
sive series of workshops, counseling, job
awareness groups, skills training and place-
ment.

According to Risa Schmookler, director of
Agudath Israels Fresh Start Training Pro-
gram, more than 500 women were involved
in the intensive counseling aspect of the pro-
gram, and 400 participated in workshops,
which helped them overcome feelings of help-
lessness and assisted them in transition tow-
ard a career. Many of these women, who
suddeniy found themselves forced to provide
for a family and new responsibilities, re-
quired counseling and job training. A profes-
sional staff guided them in making emotional
adjustments after the drastic changes in their
lives.

To stress the acceptance of the program in
the community, Miss Schmookler cited sev-
eral case histories:

® Fifty-two year old Shirley had been
widowed for 12 years and raised two teenage
daughters during that period. Of European

background, she lacked confidence in her abil-
ities and was particularly distressed about her
poor knowledge of English. Her only pre-
vious work experience was in private babysit-
ting. The counselors at the agency concluded
that Shirley was a candidate for the job
awareness group so that she could improve
her self-image and overcome her fears of
meeting new people and new situations. Asa
result of this effort, she was enrolled in a
bookkeeping course at COPE Vocational In-
stitute and recently landed a job as a book-
keeper.

® Thirty year old Rachel’s divorce two
years ago drastically changed her life. Forced
to subsist on welfare, her problems were
compounded by a feeling of isolation and
loneliness. Caring for her 3 year old daughter
also became difficult under those circumstan-
ces. Her counselors assisted her in establish-
ing benchmarks for her life, including at-
tending to the needs of her daughter and
ultimately toward a career decision. Today
she is Functioning much better.

Rachel and Shirley represent a growing
number of women in the Orthodox Jewish
community who are faced with similar prob-
lems. The Fresh Start Training Program has
provided them with a place where they could

understand themselves, with the confidence

that the person behind the desk is interested
in their welfare. The Agudath Israel program
has been widely acclaimed in the community
as having come to grips with an enormous
need. To date, Fresh Start has placed nearly
300 women in jobs, and 200 are enrolled in
skills training programs.

In analyzing the success of the agency,
Miss Schmookler stresses that “the fact that
womer are able to relate to our counselors
because they are of similar background is
important. The empathy and the commit-
ment toward confidentiality are other factors
that have contributed to the enormous confi-
dence that women have in this program. The
fact thatitis an Agudath Israel agency thatis
providing this service is yet an additional
caveat toward instilling confidence in women,
who might otherwise not seek any assist-
ance.”

= SHELLY :::
= LANG :
nrthestrn Tl

- 438-3402
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AGUDATH ISRAEL WARNS
MOTORISTS ON ORGAN
DONORSHIP

Orthodox Jews were warned against check-
ing off a new item on 1981 New York State
drivers licenses on organ donation pledges, in
a statement by Professor Aaron Twerski,
chairman of the Comumission on Legislation
and Civic Action of Agudath Israel of Amer-
ica. The New York State Department of
Motor Vehicles has announced that it witl
include such an option on New York State
licenses beginning in 1981 as a result of a
New York State law, passed in 1975, and
subsequent court orders. While the State
delayed the implementation and instead is-
sued a separate card, the Department of
Motor Vehicles has now agreed to proceed
with this new provision.

The statement by the head of the Agudath
Israel Commission stressed that the law on
organ donorship was intended to make it eas-
ier for drivers to will their organs in a tragic
eventuality, but in no way was this law
“mandatory.” [t recognizes that there are
religious and ethical objections to posthum-
ous removal of any organ. Motorists were
warned to read their new drivers license care-
fully so that they do not accidentally check off
the provision on organ donorship.

Agudath Israel had also taken up this issue
at the highest level in Washington when the
White House had considered putting its
weight behind this effort toinfluence Ameri-
cans to sign pledges on organ donorship. Dur-
ing this effort, the revered Rabbi Moshe
Feinstein, chairman of the Mpetzes Gedolei
HaTorah {Council of Torah Sages) of Agudath
Israel, released a halachic missive against
blanket organ donorship pledges. In a similar
development, Agudath Israel continues its
vigilance against efforts to define a time of
death whichis not in accordance with halacha.

1,000 IN PIRCHEI AGUDATH ISRAEL TORAH PROJECT

A Torah project which involved more than
1000 youngsters as well as large numbers of
parents and teachers throughout the United
States ended this month with a huge celebra-
tion in the Agudath Israel Center of 14th
Avenue in Boro Park. The event, sponsored
by Pirchei Agudath Israel of America, was
labeled a “Four-in-One” party to highlight
the four unique Torah projects which were
being celebrated at the festivities. 250 child-
ren from Lakewood, Elizabeth, Adelphia,
North Bergen, Orange, Monsey, Philadel-
phia and all sections of New York City,
marked the culmination of the nationwide
Torah contest on Kedushas Shabbos, Mishnayos
Bifnim, and Hasmodoh contests, in addition to
award ceremonies to five outstanding Torah
educators,

¢ In the Kedushas Shabbos contest, young-
sters were encouraged to spend the long
Shabbos afternoon during the Spring months
(1980) studying Torah on their own. The
resuits: yeshiva children learned between 10
and 150 hours each during the 8 week contest
period. Some 60 youngsters topped the 50
hour mark.

¢ The results of the Hasmodoh contest,
which gives recognition to independent study
during the Yomim Tovim, were some 10,000

hours of independent Torah study accumu-
fated by youngsters throughout the country.
Pirchei Agudath Israel's Mishnayos Bifnim
{from the text rather than by heart) saw the
youngsters range between 500 and 2,200
Mishnayos each.

Rabbi Moshe Newmann, the Menahel of
Bais Yaakov of Queens, and Mr, David
Scheinfeld, the sponsor of the contest and the
speciai awards for Torah educators, spoke at
the New York celebrations, as did Rabbi
Joshua Silbermintz, national director of Pir~
chei Agudath Israel, Similar festivities took
place in Toronto and Baltimore.

® Pirchei Agudath Israei also honored five
rableim {Torah educators) for their outstand-
ing efforts in teaching Torah to youngsters.
The program, which is sponsored by attorney
David Scheinfeld, has now bestowed such
hanors on 22 Torah teachers, each of whom
received a plaque and $500 in cash awards.
Nominations for the awards were solicited
through principals, Roshei Yeshivos, and the
administration of yeshivos. The rabbeim were
judged for methodology and involvement
with their students. Ths vear's awardees
were Rabbis Shimon Goldstein, Z. Quinn,
Yisroel Gelbwachs, Zalman Dachs, and Mor-
dechai Feder.

THE WORLD FAMOUS
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM
wiph 2 P
begr pSR HRw M 37
Available at
LEKUTEIINC,
¢/o I. Rosenberg
10 West 47th Street, Room 702
New York, N.Y. 10036

20 Volumes on Torah, Perek,
Medrash, Megilos and Talmud.

Proceeds of sales distributed among
Yeshivos and used for reprinting
of volumes out-of-print

PRICE $6 PER VOLUMEL

All Seforim reviewed in
THE JEWESH

(OBSERVER

are available at

Eichler’s

1429 Coney Island Ave.
(between J & K)
Brooklyn, NY 11230
(212) 258-7643
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE

THE GATEWAY
TO LEARNING

A systematic introduction
to the study of Talmud

By Eliahu Krupnick

with clear,

concise guidetines to

help the student understand

the history, struclure and key
expressions of the G'mara.

p-b. $2.95
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RABBI SHACH TO FRENCH
ORTHODOXY: UNITE BEHIND
AGUDATH ISRAEL
PARIS, A strong appeal to the Orthodoex Jew-
ish community in France tc unite behind the
Agudath Israel movement was made by the
revered head of the Ponovez Yeshiva in Bnei
Brak, Rabbi Eliezer Shach. In a letter to the
rabbinic and lay leadership of the French
Orthodox community, the leader of the
Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah of Agudath Israel
urges the commurity to unite behind Agu-
dath Israel as a means of strengthening

Torah in the European country.

In his letter, the famed international Torah
scholar writes: “Experience has shown that in
each place where Agudath Israel was estab-
lished Judaism Hourished and it also resulted
in the growth of yeshivos and Beth Jacob
institutions which succeeded in planting gen-
erations of G-d fearing Jews.”

Rabbi Shach also alluded to the new efforts
by the Agudath lsrael World Organization
under its chairman, Rabbi Moshe Sherer, to
establish new Agudath Israel branches
throughout Europe. He adds: “Since Agudath
Israel resolved to expand its network of
branches throughout the world, 1 urge you to
join in this effort for the honor of Torah.
Everyone for whom the fear of G-disclose to
his heart has the obligation to join and to
unite under the flag of Agudath Israel which
was established by the Torah giants of the
past generation.”

A similar appeal was made by Rabbi Leib
Gurewitz, Rosh Yeshiva of Gateshead and
European member of the Moetzes Gedolei
HaTorah, who added: “The establishment of
Agudath Israel is important since it keeps a
constant vigil over the interests of Torah
Jews.”

The effort in France was stepped up by the
European office of Agudath lsrael in Zurich,
headed by Rabbi Boruch Miller, following a
successful whirtwind tour of France by Rabbi
Sherer.

Agudist Benevolent Society
Gmillas Chesed
or
Lapidus Bros.
Gemilath Chesed
Assn. of the Crown Hits.
Agudath Israel Inc.
for applications call
Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz
at 791-1800 or write
¢/o Agudath lIsrael
5 Beekman 5t.,
New York, N.Y. 10038
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AGUDATH ISRAEL CHIZUK PROGRAM HELPS RETURNING BAALE!I TESHUVA

A growing number of haalei teshuva, edu-
cated in special yeshivos in lsrael, are receiv-
ing assistance in readjusting to American life
through Chizuk (The Torah Link), an agency
of the recently reorganized New York Qffice
of the Agudath Israel World Organization.
The decision to create such an agency was
adopted at last year’s Sixth Knessia Gedolah,
World Congress of Agudath Israel, which
tock place in Jerusalem. Chizuk’s program
includes providing adult Torah education on
ali levels of Jewish study, individual counsel-
ing, “chavrusahs,” home hospitality, social
services and a host of other important
services.

According to Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser,
project director of Chizuk, the agency has (as
of February 15} followed up on 25 such baaier
teshuva since it was launched on October 13th.
In addition, it is in the midst of assisting some
35 Jews who wish to become baalei teshuva. It
has received more than 100 inguiries as a
result of a series of ads which appeared in
New York dailies inviting Jews to inquire
about Jewish education programs or other
questions pertaining to Judaism. One of the
ads read, “A hotline to Judaism. Would you
like some honest answers to questions about
Judaism? Are you searching for a place to
continue your fewish studies on your own
level? Weuld you like to participate in a uni-
que Sabbath experience in a beautiful rural
area less than one hour from New York
City?” The response to this Jewish hotline
was enormous and Chizuk is now following
up on these inquirtes.

The Chizuk program has particularly had
an impact on many young college aged Jews.
To Arnold, 2 26 year old Columbia University
student, Chizuk has become a place to become
acquainted with his Jewish heritage. Arnold’s
previous experience in Jewis education was
limited to a three year stint at a Talmud
Torah prior to his bar mitzva. His mother is
lewish and while his father is not, Arnold is
seeking to become closer to his heritage. He
has spent numerous hours in discussion with
the Chizuk staff.

For Jack, a 23 year old Queens College
photo journalist student from Great Neck,
the Chizuk encounter was by accident. Jack
was preparing an article on the Teshuva
movement without anticipating that as part
of his assignment he would interview the
Chizuk staff. Jack found himself asking ques-
tions about Judaism that had more relevance
to himself than to the article. After spending
a Shabbos in an Orthodox fewish community,
Jack is now considering enrelling in a yeshiva.

ferold, also a Queens College student,
visited Chizuk at the prodding of his girl
friend Helen. He had become a “Messianic
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Jew” and was convinced that he found the
“true” form of Judaism. After coming with a
stack of books in hope of persuading the
Chizuk staff that his way of life was correct,
Jerold is now a client of Chizuk and well on
his way toward becoming a baal teshuva.

Despite Chizuk's involvement with many
Jews who seek to become baalei teshuoa, its
primary function is to assist returning baalei
feshuva. In a recent letter, Michael from Cali-
fornia points out, “Although readjusting to
American life was at times difficult, I will
always regard my days in the yeshiva in Israel
as the ‘golden era’ of my life, and [ will always
feel gratitude towards my morim at the yeshiva
and all who made that experience possible.”
Michael goes on to plead with Chizuk to
establish shiurim for him in the remote town
in Middle America that he is presently living
in.

Chizuk even received a frantic letter from a
parent who learned about the Agudath Israel
World Organization’s project. She writes, “]
am crying out for your help. Jack returned
from TIsrael after spending almost two years
there. He returned ultra-religious. We are
not, nor do we care to be, He is trying to
shove religion down our throats. The friction
in this house is unbearable. [ want torelocate
my 21 year old Jack to New York imme-
diately, if not sooner.”

Chizuk Convenes Heads of Israeli

and LLS. Baal Teshuva Yeshivos
A broad range of programs to accelerate
activities to attract estranged American Jew-
ish youth to Judaism, as well as build bridges
between these effortsin Israel and the United

Add sparkle to your
holiday table with

The finest in
timely gifts

® [ucite matzah trays . . .

® [ ycite Seder plates . . .

® and other delightful

Lucite surprises
Fine china. .. Lemoge. ..
Lenox . .. and other quality
crystal . . . porcelain. ..
silver novelties

R&W Gift Shop
1442 - 45 Street
Brooklyn, NY. 11219

States, were mapped out at a conference of
representatives of the leading Baal Teshuva
yeshivos in [srael and the United States, held
in New York under the auspices of Chizuk.

The meeting was attended by Rabbi Men-
del Weinbach (Ohr Someach, Jerusalem),
Rabbi Aryeh Carmel (D'var Yerushalayim,
Jerusalem), Rabbi Yisroel Rokowsky and
Rabbi Leib Tropper (Ohr Someach, Monsey),
Rabbi Menachem Kessen and Rabbi Chaim
Friedman (D'var Yerushalayim, New York},
Rabbi Shmuel Brazil, Rabbi Adonia Kramer
and Rabbi Yehoshua Kurland {Sh'or Yaa-
shuv, New York), and members of the Amer-
ican committee of Chizuk.

As a result of this conference, the working
arrangement between Chizuk and the Baal
Teshuva yeshivos was strengthened and new
opportunities will now be opened towards
helping larger numbers of young Jewish
adults return to their roots through reach
out services and Torah study groups.

A TRADITION FOR 35 Years for

PASSOVER and YEAR ROUND
USE!

* COFFEE

* COCOA

* CHOCOLATES

* CHOCOLATE SYRUP

* CANDIES

* JAMS

* HONEY

w2
* TEA BAGS noa '?W
* POTATO STARCH

* CONDENSED MILK [N TUBES

PLUS MANY OTHER PRODUCTS.

OUY OF TOWN ORDERS INVITED
Buy LIEBER’S Products with
CONFIDENCE for they have been
prepared to the Very High Stan-
dard of KASHRUTH and QUALITY
which the Name LIEBER'S SYM-

BOLIZES.
YOU TOO CAN BE PART OF THE
FAMOUS LIEBER'S TRADITION.

Al our Products are manufactured
under personal supervision of Rab-
bi Moshe Stern, Debreziner Rav.

LIEBER CHOCOLATE &
FOOD PRODUCTS CO.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11231
212/834-2056
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Just Arrived! The sweetest tramload of Rabbinizal Supervisin
children’s fashion and value. We cater your affair
® Qur selection is extraordinary P from 50-300 pzop&
; ® Ournewspringline . in our most degant
Just fantastic Cafering fall

From v“f.@o@r  person

.................

941 MicDonald Ave
off /8% Ave.

KARKA iIN ISRAEL

Take advantage of the opportunity
to purchase cemetery plots in
Eretz Yisroel in Mifgash Shimshon
vear Yerushalayim through our
newly established
CHEVRAH OSEH CHESED
OF AGUDATH ISRAEL

® Fashion and quality
¢ And you really can't

beat our prices.
Infant thru preteen fashions. It really pays to travel from
almost anywhere to the most unique and largest selection.
Many unbelievable, unprintable specials.

The best deal in complete layettes. One of the largest
layette centers in Brooklyn. Plus we'll gwe you a spec:al
baby gift you'll be excited with.

We ship anywhere in the (L.S.A.

LITTLE PRINCESS

Lomplete coordinated layettes
Boys and infants— Toddler 4
Girls—Infants—Size 14

825 Kings Highway

{corner East § Street)

PRINCESS II

Just about everything for the
fashionable young junior preteen
in & separate store of their own.
1840 East Tth Street

(just off Kings Highway)

Membership in the Chevra en-
tittes one to all benefits which
accompany the services of a
Chevra Kadisha and interment.
When you purchase a plot from
the Chevra Oseh Chesed of Agu-
dath Israel, you are supporting the
many Agudist activities especially

336-6465—-0pen Sundays Sunday: 10 am. to 6 pm.
Hours: Sunday thru Thursday Mon. Thurs.

10 a.m. to 6 pm. 3:00 p.m-700 pm.
Friday —10:00-2:00 3756500 376-2431

the Pirchei and Bnos activities as

well as 2 Free Loan Fund in israel.
For an apgplication and information cali:

{212) "791-1800

the hat rack

5416 16th Avenue 871-2278 Brooklyn, N. Y. 11204

Featuring Habig, Stetson, Knox and
World-Famous

Imperted fram Grechoslovakia

Lmported from Italy
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