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Tuition Tax Credits: 
Hope for Hard-Hit 
Yeshiva Parents? 

Menachem Lubinsky 

\; 
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We have come a long way from the days when the 
traveling melamed would make his stops at the small 
Shfetfach on his teaching route to instruct the children of 
the area. Then, the economics of Jewish education were 
relatively simple-direct payment from parents to reli­
/Je-a far cry from the more complex picture today. 

Nowadays, tuition payments never cover more than a 

Rabbi Lubinsky is !hr director of Govrrnmn1t and Puhlir Affairs of 
/\gudath Israel of America. 
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portion of yeshivas' budgets-about 30%, on the 
average-and continuing double-digit inflation is reduc­
ing this share even further. Yeshivos can hardly take 
the business approach toward balancing budgets: com­
puting the cost of educating each student and then 
simply placing a price tag on the child's education, to be 
paid by the" consumer" (or parent). Most would legiti­
mately find it difficult to meet the price. Even more 
affluent parents are finding that rising expectations and 
soaring prices have made the cost of living-it-up so 
expensive that they cannot easily manage to pay full 
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tuitions to their children's schools and maintain their 
lifestyles. 

Yeshivos, of course, are looking for increases in con­
tributions, but the contributors, too, are hit by infla­
tion; at the very best, the size of their donations has 
barely kept pace with inflation. Eyes then turn to the 
government for desperately-needed funds. While Rea­
ganomics have called for cutbacks in most types of 
government support, private education may just prove 
to be an exception, but this will not happen without a 
struggle. 

The Background 

Until twenty years ago, even the public schools were 
funded through local and state sources, with the federal 
government playing a very minimal role, if any. With 
the Sixties and Kennedy's New Frontier, changes began 
to take place. With special federal grants (under the 
National Defense Education Act, and National Science 
Foundation grants, for example), funding of public 
education shifted in part from state and local govern­
ments to the federal government. It was at that time 
that spokesmen for private education, with Rabbi 
Moshe Sherer (president of Agudath Israel of America) 
at the forefront, began their struggle to persuade the 
federal government to direct funding to the non-public 
schools, as well. Rabbi Sherer became the first Jewish 
spokesman to testify before a Congressional committee 
in favor of government aid to nonpublic schools, a stand 
so novel that The New York Times gave it front page 
coverage (March 30, '61). 

Until then, it was widely assumed that all Jews were 
opposed to government financing of private education. 
(This perception was all the more convincing, since a 
number of Orthodox national organizations shared the 
anti-aid view.) Indeed, there has always been a fear that, 
in spite of constitutional guarantees against any estab­
lished religion in America, separation of church and 
state is tenuous, and could easily be compromised, since 
America is basically a Christian country. Thus there has 
been a knee-jerk reaction among Jewish defense groups 
(such as the AJC and the AOL) against any kind of 
legislation that might involve even indirect govern­
ment support of religious institutions. This position 
was reassessed in the Orthodox community in the 60s, 
mainly because of the dire financial straits of the yeshi­
vos and day schools. Two considerations convinced the 
Orthodox community to back government aid: first, it 
was unjust for tax-paying parents to receive no 
gove~nment support for their children's education 
merely because, as a matter of conscience, they were 
enrolled in private schools, while parents of children 
enrolled in public schools were provided with education 
at no cost. Second, the church-state problem could be 
put to rest by requesting funding only for secular sub­
jects and other non-religious functions of the school. 
This would in no way compromise the First Amend-
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ment of the Constitution guaranteeing separation of 
church and state. 

This was fought, however, by secular Jewish groups 
such as the American Jewish Congress, the American 
Jewish Committee and the Bnai Brith, which joined 
with other liberal groups to oppose any government aid 
to parochial schools. They were and are strongly com­
mitted to maintaining their particular view regarding 
the separation of church and state in this country, and 
they are convinced that any measure that wou1d assist 
religious-sponsored schools poses a threat to this con­
cept and could eventually make it difficult for Jews to 
continue to live in this country. 

Landmark Legislation and Court Decisions 

Despite the opposition, the non-public school forces 
did make progress. The Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 contained provisions for the 
inclusion of non-public schools in the disbursement of 
federal funds. This law was truly revolutionary in its 
concept. For instance, its Title I provided funds for 
remedial teachers and equipment for instructing educa­
tionally disadvantaged children. Under its Title IV, 
funds were made available for library resources, text­
books and instructional equipment for all schools, 
including non-public schools .... Title VII supported bi­
lingual education for children requiring it. This was 
especially helpful for teaching English to Yiddish­
speaking children as well as to recently-arrived Russians. 

Individual states followed suit and provided a broad 
range of support to non-public schools, from outright 
salary supplements to teachers of secular subjects, to 
paying for special services, such as remedial education 
for learning disabled, handicapped and underprivileged 
students. 

All of these gains were challenged in the courts by the 
secular Jewish establishment. The U.S. Supreme Court 
decision (Lemon-Di Censo) in June '71 ru1ed unconsti­
tutional supplementing salaries to teachers in non­
public schools. More devastatingly, the Court (PEARL 
v. Nyquist) in June '73 ruled out a wide range of indirect 
means of government support, such as grants to pa­
rents paying tuition to non-public schools, and reim­
bursement for expenses incurred by non-public schools 
for performing certain state mandated services-such 
as maintaining health and attendance records. 

Yet all was not given up as lost. Back in the caucus 
rooms of state legislatures, new bills were drafted, 
designed to avoid the courts' objections to the "govern­
ment's excessive entanglement" with religious educa­
tion, earmarking payments for the children receiving 
the services rather than the schools, and other such 
approaches. The secular defense organization fought 
passage of these laws, as well, claiming that they were 
unconstitutional. The battle was carried into the courts, 
again with mixed results. In one case (Wolman v. Wal-
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ter, '77) the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the State of 
Ohio could underwrite the costs of diagnostic tests for 
emotional, speech and hearing disabilities administered 
by public school personnel on the premises of non­
public schools, but therapeutic services for the pupils 
could be held only in neutral or public facilities. On the 
other hand, the Supreme Court in a series of cases 
upheld government support for bus transportation, 
textbooks and state mandated services in behalf of non­
public school students, such as maintaining attendance 
records and administering and marking state examina­
tions. (The last was a recent decision.) 

These small gains made but a minor dent in the yeshi­
vas' deficits, but unfortunately the aid was far greater in 
the eyes of the Jewish public. When a handful of yeshi­
vas benefited from certain limited programs, the public 
took note and assumed that all institutions were benefi-

have come at a better time. Aside from personal budget 
strains, yeshiva expenses are also expected to rise. The 
number of children attending yeshivas is growing at a 
faster pace than ever before. In fact, the "baby boom" in 
New York's Orthodox Jewish community in the 70s, for 
instance, has provided an unprecedented enrollment in 
the early grades of many New York City yeshivas. 
According to estimates by the U.S. Department of Edu­
cation (1980), there are more than 100,000 children 
attending nearly 500 Hebrew day schools in the United 
States: 66,000 students are said to be enrolled in New 
York State yeshivas. The natural growth of the Ortho­
dox Jewish community will, of course, mean that many 
of our yeshivos will have to expand facilities in the years 
ahead. With the steady rise of property prices, mortgage 
rates, and construction costs, there will be need for 
huge sums of money. 

Senators Moynihan and Packwood greeting Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky at the recent dinner of Agudath Israel of America. 

ciaries of bountiful federal largesse. As a result, the 
yeshivos' cries of desperation were met with incredul­
ity. In addition, the economic recession of the 70s 
further aggravated the fiscal instability of the yeshivas. 

Tuition Tax Credits 

In their search for a constitutionally acceptable 
avenue for government funding, the non-public school 
forces concentrated on an approach that focusses on the 
parents instead of the schools, and in a manner that 
does not involve direct reimbursement for tuition pay­
ments. The target; tuition tax credits. 

For the yeshiva parent, tuition tax credits could not 
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The Moynihan-Packwood Bill provides a tax credit (as 
opposed to a deduction) to the taxpayer-for himself, 
his spouse, or his dependents enrolled in priv,ite 
schools-for 50(>;., of their educational expenses, up to a 
maximum of $500. In a recent speech, Senator l)aniel 
Patrick Moynihan (0.-NY) explained his rationale: 
"Our principal concern ought to be with the end, not the 
means. Our objective is clear and important: acceptance 
of the principle of the educational legitim,1cy and insti­
tutional viability of non-governmental schools, and rati­
fication in fact of the policy that students attending 
then1 warrant equal protection under the laws of the 
United States and equ,11 benefit fron1 """hatever educa­
tion assistance ilrrangements a.re made." 
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Promises and Battles 

A tuition tax credit bill had been defeated in Congress 
in 1978 because of the Carter Administration's opposi­
tion, but the ascent of Ronald Reagan to the presidency 
and the shift of control of the Senate to the Republicans 
changed the outlook for the measure. The Republican 
party platform had contained a pledge of support for 
tuition tax credits, and Mr. Reagan repeatedly articu­
lated his commitment to lead such legislation through 
Congress. 

In his most direct statement on the topic, Mr. Reagan 
told the National Catholic Education Association on 
October 20, 1980, "]will ask the 97th Congress to pass 
tuition tax credit legislation based on the concepts 
embodied in the Moynihan-Packwood bill, and when 
such legislation comes before the Congress, I will do all I 
can to see it passed .... I support a system of tuition tax 
credits because I believe such a system is the best way to 
strengthen the right of parents to decide on the educa­
tion of their children." 

Buoyed by the President's support, Senators Moyni­
han and Robert Packwood (R-Oregon) introduced their 
latest version of the Tuition Tax Relief Act of 1981 (S. 
550) in March, 1981. 

Agudath Israel's Role 

As soon as the tuition tax credit was revived, Agudath 
Israel of America established a nationwide structure to 
advocate passage of the measure in the 97th Congress. 
Called the "Campaign to Relieve Independent Educa­
tion," it consists of a network of coordinators and com­
mittees in 31 states. 

Rabbi Moshe Sherer was one of three religious lead­
ers who were called upon to testify before the Senate 
Finance Sub-committee. He said: "What pains me is that 
the same worn out arguments against nonpublic school 
aid that prevailed during the early years of the debate 
are being repeated now in spite of the changing times 
and the growing public awareness of the justice and 
legality of our position .... Tuition tax credits is a ques­
tion of survival for a large number of Jewish parents, 
especially since Orthodox Jews traditionally have larger 
families." 

In addition, Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller (Rosh Yeshiva of 
Telshe in Chicago), Jacob I. Friedman (Commission on 
Legislation and Civic Action), Rabbi Menachem Lu­
binsky, and Professor Larry Katz (dean of University of 
Baltimore School of Law)-chairmen of the "Campaign 
to Relieve Independent Education," appeared on various 
panels at the hearings, as associated with Agudath 
Israel. 

Also at the hearings, two officials of the Reagan 
Administration, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 
john Chapoton and Secretary of Education Terrel Bell, 
reaffirmed the support of the Reagan Administration 
for the measure. But, as the President has been putting 
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all his emphasis in Congress on achieving his Economic 
Recovery Plan, it becomes highly unlikely that the mea­
sure will be seriously considered by the full Congress 
before 1982. 

Voice of the Opposition 

Despite the continuing tragedy of intermarriage and 
assimilation-mostly on the part of totally uneducated 
people-the organized secular Jewish community has 
not learned from the dreadful experience of the past, 
and is arming itself to battle the bill. 

Indeed, those tradition-bound Jewish liberals who in 
the past have fought every attempt by the yeshiva 
movement to secure government assistance have re­
turned to battle the tuition tax credit concept. They 
simply do not address either the plight of the Torah 
institutions or that of the parents, except for the occa­
sional after-thought of "We must encourage the Federa­
tion to channel much more funds to the Hebrew Day 
Schools." Their focus is on the propriety of any kind of 
government aid to religious schools. 

Of the groups fighting tuition tax credits, the Ameri­
can Jewish Committee is the only Jewish group that 
testified against tuition tax credits before the Senate 
Finance Sub-Committee last June. 

The other Jewish groups, including the Anti-Defama­
tion League of Bnai Brith, the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, the National Council of Jewish Wo­
men and the Union of American Hebrew Congrega­
tions, made their views know through the joint repres­
entation of PEARL (The National Coalition for Public 
Education and Religious Liberty), the American Jewish 
Congress front organization. 

Their primary argument against tax credits, as stated, 
is that they constitute government support of religious 
institutions, which violates the Constitution. This ob­
jection is not applicable to tuition tax credits, the 
counter-argument goes, because here the parent is 
receiving the benefit, not the school. 

Marilyn Braverman, Director of Education of the 
American Jewish Committee, revived another old ar­
gument saying, "We think that with federal money 
comes federal control." Agudath Israel counters that 
since tuition tax credits are directed to the taxpayer and 
not the schools, there is no format within which the 
government could exercise controls. Moreover, the bill 
itself actually prohibits the government from involving 
itself in the affairs of the schools whose parent bodies 
receive tuition tax credits. 

The AJC also argues that the general taxpayer, who 
does not benefit from non-public schools, should not be 
expected to finance them. The argument works much 
better in reverse: since parents of children in yeshivos 
pay twice, once for the education that they do use (tui­
tion) and once more for the education that they don't 
use (in form of taxes), why should they suffer double 
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taxation? In addition, the IRS grants various tax cred­
its-for example, for energy conservation to home­
owners. No one argues that a homeowner be denied 
credit for insulating his house because another taxpayer 
has not chosen to take advantage of this opportunity. 
The underlying consideration for a tax credit is the 
betterment of society at large, as well as relief for the 
over-taxed. The non-public school sector qualifies by 
both criteria. 

In addition, the United States is one of the few coun­
tries in the Western world that does not have some 
form of support for its private schools, despite the 
obvious fact that they provide a public service by educat­
ing millions of youngsters to play productive roles in 
society. The progress made in recent years in the non­
public schools is in stark contrast to the deteriorating 
state of the nation's public schools. 

It is interesting that the very groups that argue for 
competition in a free enterprise system-a point that is 
raised at almost every turn, to the extent that some 
have advocated alternative means of mail delivery to 
encourage a better postal system-nonetheless back the 
"one school system" monopoly when it comes to educa­
tion. They argue that the government should no more 
subsidize a citizen's right to private education than it 
would an individual's desire to join a private health club. 
They conveniently forget that education is not a luxury 
in this country and that every state in the union has 
compulsory education laws. The government recog­
nizes private schools in terms of meeting the require­
ments of compulsory education, yet it does not give 
them the minimal financial backing they need to con­
tinue with these authorized ~rograms. 

The Union's Arguments 

One of the primary opponents of tuition tax credits is 
Albert Shanker, the president of the United Federation 
of Teachers. His antipathy to non-public schools is so 
strong that he reacted with near-hysteria to a recent 
report by education researcher James Coleman of the 
University of Chicago, which showed that private high 
schools do a better job of educating their students than 
do public schools. Although the research involved 
nearly 60,000 students, the UFT castigated the methods 
of the study and used the results to intensify its strug­
gle against tuition tax credits. 

Shanker's primary argument against the tax credit 
bill is that if enacted, it could result in a major shift of the 
best children from inner-city public schools to private 
schools, leaving the public schools in a non-viable state, 
thus endangering the jobs of his union's membership. 
While it is highly doubtful that a tax credit would result 
in any significant change in the current 10-1 ratio of 
school enrollment in favor of public schools, at least his 
arguments against the bill do reflect the interests of his 
union, which is more than can be said for other Jewish 
liberals, who have no constituency to defend. 
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Shanker also claims that tuition tax credits would 
siphon funds from the public school system. Mr. 
Shanker should first take into consideration that it costs 
much, much more than the maximum $500 tax credit 
for the government to educate one child in a New York 
City public school: $2,500 is the most recent figure. 
Every child enrolled in a yeshiva saves money for the 
government, even with tax credits. 

The Seldom-Heard Encouraging Word 

One would hope for an occasional sign of compassion 
for the yeshivas' serious plight from the secular estab­
lishment, but such hopes have not yet been realized. 
When a spokesman for the AJC was apprised of the 
desperate financial straits of the yeshivas, he responded 
that "this picture of impending doom for Jewish schools 
is not new," since he had letters on file dating back 15 
years warning how the schools will shut down if they do 
not receive immediate aid. "The cries of 'wolf' have been 
heard for a very long time," he said. Or, to offer the AJC 
another compassionate metaphor: As long as the patient 
keeps hollering, he must be alive .... 

So the predictions of the yeshivas' demise have been 
overstated. Quality of life can suffer, and still the 
patient lives. ls that ideal? If the AJC cannot manage to 
find legitimate means for bringing government aid to 
beleaguered yeshivas and day schools, an old fashioned 
Yiddishe krechtz would still be appropriate. 

The Final Word: "Lobby!" 

Although the vast majority of Orthodox Jews sup­
port tuition tax credits, many are somewhat unin­
formed of the value of the measure. True enough, the 
monies will nvt go directly to yeshivas. And even if the 
yeshivos would raise their tuition fees by the exact 
dollar amount of each parent's tax credit, it would still 
fall far short of meeting the yeshivas' expense in educat­
ing a child. But every dollar gained is a tangible contribu­
tion to our suffering educational system, perhaps mak­
ing it possible for a yeshiva to maintain one more 
enrichment program, perhaps enabling one more expe­
rienced rebbe to stay in chinuch for a longer time, perhaps 
helping one more Jewish child make the decision to go 
from public .school to yeshiva because of the resultant 
financial help. 

Tuition tax credits is a cause that deserves the sup­
port of the entire Jewish community. This may well be 
the ideal opportunity for the secular Jewish establish­
ment to reevaluate its position on this issue. Equally 
important, this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for 
yeshiva parents to substantially come to the assistance 
of Torah chinuch in America, at no personal cost. The 
main tool to use at this time is the old-fashioned letter to 
your congressman. Let him know that Tuition Tax 
Credits-a vital form of relief to the twice-taxed 
yeshiva world-is an idea whose time has come. ~'i: 

-, 
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David Schapps 

The Moment of Falsehood 
Some Teshuva thoughts, 

focusing on a common incident, applied to 
major decisions in life 

"Yisgadal v'yiskadash," begins the sh'liach lzibbur in 
the morning minyan. " ... Uviz'man koriv, v'imru omein, "he 
continues, and seven out of nine Jews answer, "Omein! 
Y'hei sh'mei rabba m'vorach . .. "But two don't answer at all: 
Reuven, who is holding forth on an issue of interna­
tional politics, and Shimon, who is still finishing "Uva 
l'Tziyyon." 

Chazol have addressed many words of reproof to those 
who talk in shul, and (I hope) Reuven will soon take 
them to heart. But what in the world is Shimon doing? 
He knows the halacha that says he may interrupt even 
K'rias Sh' ma to answer Kaddish. Perhaps he knows that if a 
man answers "Omein, 1/hei sh'meih ra/1ba m'vorach "with all 
his powers of concentration, even if there is a seventy­
year decree against him in Heaven, the decree will be 
torn up. Why doesn't he answer? 

The late Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler 7'~! wrote of 
another Jew, far from the morning minyan. Lying in bed 
at night, suffering from strong pains in his chest, he 
realizes that the pleasure he gets from smoking is not 
worth the suffering it brings him. He resolves not to 
smoke again. But the next morning, when he wants a 
cigarette, he reasons that the difference between one 
and two is not that great. By the evening he has smoked 
just as much as always, and his pains are as unbearable 
as ever. The next morning, when he picks up a cigarette, 
he knows that this is the first of many; he knows that they 
will bring him physical pain far greater than the enjoy­
ment they give. Rav Dessler,considering this man-and 
considering how likely it is that he will continue smok­
ing, calming himself with excuses he knows to be 
false-concluded that yielding to the yelzer (evil impulse) 
is not simply a matter of choosing the physical over the 
spiritual. The smoker in question is consciously choos-

1. Mich/at' me-E/iyahu, vol. 1, pp. 111-1 

David Schapps is nn American born member of 11 Kolle/ in Bnei Brak. This is 
his firs I nrlide lo appear in these pages. 

ing the physical pain. Yielding to the yetzer means sacri­
ficing truth for the sake of the false. 

We live in an alma d'shikrra, a world of untruth, where 
falsehood is close at hand and truth is difficult to attain. 
For the intellectual, the yetzer may offer the proverbial 
"hundred and fifty reasons" why the impure is really 
pure. For the more easily satisfied, the yetzermay rely on 
a few old standbys: "You don't have to be that religious," 
"Everybody (or, for positive mitzvos nobody) does it," or 
the biggest stonewall of them all, "That's just the way I 
am." The yetzer knows his client. 

For the Jew in this situation, the truth is not to be 
attained without effort; the effortless path leads not 
even to a life of this-worldly pleasures with judgment at 
the end-though that would be alarming enough-but 
to a life of self-delusion, where one's mitzvos are not 
mitzvos, one's remedies are not remedies, one's pleasures 
are not pleasures. 

But effort is not enough. A war requires strategy and 
alertness. Our impulses, after all, are not always wrong; 
if they were, it would be enough always to do the 
opposite of what we wanted, and we would be tzaddikim. 
We must be aware of the places where we are likely to 
go wrong, and we must learn how to deal with them. 

The Demanding Truth 

For Rav Dessler's smoker, the problem was that the 
truth was unpleasant. In reality, he had two alterna­
tives: give up smoking, or continue to suffer torments 
every night. Between those two alternatives, he knew 
that he preferred the first. But it would have been nicer 
to have the pleasure without the pain; and since that 
false alternative was more attractive than either of the 
real ones, he chose it every morning, and no proof could 
remove from him the delusion that somehow this time 
would be different. 
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But Rav Dessler also mentions another case-not a 
moshol this time, but a man whom he knew-who does 
not fit this explanation so well. 2 This man was a diabetic, 
whose life depended on limiting his intake of sugar: 
insulin therapy had not yet been developed then. Rather 
than diet, he protected himself with a joking attitude of, 
"Eat and drink, for tomorrow we die." "And so it was," 
writes Rav Dessler, "that he died within a year and a 
half. ... "Here the truth gave him two alternatives: diet 
and live, or eat freely and die. He was not able, appar­
ently, to fool himself as the smoker did, by pretending 
that he could eat all the sugar he wanted and live a long 
life. So he chose the opposite falsehood: that he would 
surely die in either case, so he might as well eat what he 
pleased. The truth was that he could have lived a long 
life. Why did he not want to believe that? 

The truth was happier than the lie-but it was more 
demanding. A man's nefesh behamis, those bodily urges 
that he shares with animals, demands immediate grati­
fication. One learns to control them-to wait for meals, 
to stay awake while driving-but each act of control 
requires effort, a kibush yefzer-self control. Rav Dessler's 
diabetic would have preferred to live, but the effort of 
living, the daily control of his body's yearning for sugar, 
was so great that his nefesh behamis convinced him of a lie, 
that the effort was in vain. 

A man can be killed by laziness, in this world and the 
next. When it seems to us that the best path is one that 
requires the least effort, we should beware. When it 
seems that effort will make no difference-that things 
will be good in any event, or that they will be bad in any 
event-we should look immediately for the negi'ah-the 
vested interest-the bit of laziness or immediate plea­
sure that is warping our judgment. It was not for 
nothing that Rabbi Pinchas ben Ya'ir put ihirus, being 
careful with one's actions, and z'rizus, energetic perfor­
mance of one's duties, first on his list of milestones on 
the road to serving Hashem. 3 

The Tyrannous Habit 

"Who is a man who is 'religious' to the point of insan­
ity?" asks the Gemara (Sotah 21 b). Tosafos quote the 
answer of the Yerusha/mi (Jerusalem Talmud): one who, 
seeing a boy being sucked down by a river, says, "As 
soon as I remove my tefillin I'll save him." Insanity 
indeed: as the Yerusha/mi concludes, "While the one was 
removing his tefi/lin, the other gave up his soul." Such a 
man surely was not acting in accordance with Torah: 
Pikuach nefesh, saving the life of a Jew, takes precedence 
over the kedusha of tefillin. But the man in question must 
have known that, for the Yerushalmi does not call him 
ignorant; it calls him a chassid shoteh, "religious" to the 
point of insanity. It was not ignorance that caused him 
to pause for his tefillin; it was religiosity. 

2. Ibid., vol. 2, pp. 236-7 
3. Avodah Zarah 2011 
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How does religiosity make a man violate the Torah? 
Our chassid shoteh, I am sure, did not act out of elaborate 
rationalizations; he acted out of habit. A man with tefillin 
knows they are there; indeed, he is required to be con­
scious of them all the time. If he has to do something 
incompatible with their kedusha, he takes them off. Our 
chassid saw immediately that the boy had to be rescued, 
and he started to do that-but habit kept him from 
jumping into a river with his tefillin on. His habit was 
even praiseworthy. It is not for being a chassid that the 
Yerushalmi blames him. But when he let his habit, instead 
of his Torah judgment, control his actions, he is not 
called hidebound, not an extremist, but a shoteh, a lunatic. 

Not every lunatic is a murderous one, nor does every 
thoughtless action cause death; but the habit that over­
rides religious judgment can be found at every level of 
observance. On the highest level were the Fathers, who 
were tested to see if they could violate their most sacred 
and ingrained character traits to do G-d's will: Abra­
ham, whose entire life was a story of chessed (kindness), 
was told to sacrifice his son; Jacob, the ish tam-the 
straightforward man whose characteristic virtue was 
truth-was told to deceive his father, and then had to 
outwit a deceitful father-in-law. Where would the Jew­
ish people be had they followed their habits-Abraham 
his chessed, Jacob his emes? The Yerushalmi's chassid shoteh 
who fails an easier test, is on a lower level. It sometime~ 
happens that critically ill Jews refuse to take essential 
medicines on Yorn Kippur-their habit of viewing fast­
ing as the inviolable command of the day is so ingrained 
that they refuse to accept what Torah itself tells them 
against their habit, for their own very palpable benefit. 
At the lowest level, beneath that of mifzva observance 
entirely, is the hospital clerk who keeps a patient with a 
life-and-death emergency waiting while he fills out a 
form to cover the bill. 

The examples taken are ones of pikuach nefesh, because 
it is in such an emergency that the absence of thought 
can be most calamitous; but habit without judgment can 
infiltrate every area of a man's observance, turning the 
moral universe upside down. It was Saul's humility and 
his mercy that caused him to spare ·the cruel king of 
Amalek; the end result was the slaughter of the city of 
Nob by Saul's own order, his death and the end of his 
royal line, calamity for Israel, and almost-in the time of 
Haman-the end of the Jews. A man may be so punctual 
that he davens at the right time even in a place where it 
is forbidden to mention the name of G-d; so good­
mannered that he honors the wicked and causes others 
to foHow them; so careful of times when it is customary 
to eat meat-chicken on Shabbos, a lamb's head on Rosh 
HaShanah -that he buys meat of doubtful Kashrus; so 
eager to honor Shabbos that he speaks unkindly to his 
wife over a fork forgotten in the table setting. Shimon, 
who cannot break his habit of saying "Uva /Tziyyon" 
before Kaddish is on this list; and it could go on and on. 

There are habits of action and there are habits of 
mind. A Jew is enjoined to train himself in good habits 
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and to avoid bad ones: to lay fejillin every morning with­
out exception, to give tzedaka, to be merciful, not to be 
cruel, not to eat farfus-these should be habits. But a man 
who lets his actions be controlled by habit-even by 
good habits-may eventually be found to be a chassid 
shofeh, religious to the point of insanity. And of such 
people the Mishna writes (Sotah 3:4): Harei elu mechalei olam, 
these are the destroyers of the world. 

The Unshakable Plan 

One of the thirteen traits that Rabbi Yisroel Salanter 
urged every Jew to cultivate was seder, orderliness. A Jew 
has many responsibilities, and in order to meet them all, 
he plans his day: he davens with a minyan at a set time, 
he fixes times for learning Torah, he sets aside certain 
hours in the day, the week, the month, and the year for 
a chesbon hanefesh, a personal accounting of his soul. But 
the plan, too, can become a wall between a Jew and his 
good judgment. A man has his day set up: davening, 
then his daily ten of Tehillim, then breakfast, then off to 
work. But at minyan he notices that one of the regulars 
is absent; a minute's inquiry indicates that he is ill. Why 
does he say ten chapters of Tehillim and skip the mifzva 
of Bikur Cholim? Not because, if he were to judge the 
matter, he would think that Tehillim takes preference; 
but because that was the way he had planned things in 
the first place. 

I knew of a Jew who picked up a couple in the middle 
of the night on a rainy highway. The woman was in 
advanced labor; their car had broken down on the way 
to the hospital. But the driver informed them that he 
could only take them as far as the turnoff to the 
hospital-he had to meet a tourist at the airport at 4 
a.m. Pleading was of no avail; at the exit, the couple was 
left to stand in the rainy night and wait for another car 
to take them to the hospital. Was the driver so wretched 
a human being that the fee he was to receive for meet­
ing the tourist at the airport weighed more with him 
than the life of a young woman and her baby? I doubt it; 
there are not many Jews who, upon calm consideration, 
would make that choice. 

But when we have planned in advan_!:e to be there, 
gone to sleep early, been awoken by the alarm at two­
thirty, and now, on the road, we see by our watch that 
w: can just about make it, there is "no time" for any­
thing else. If a woman has to be taken to the hospital.­
that can be done only if "there's time." If not-it just 
cannot be done. That we should give up the plan 
entirely, take the woman to the hospital and perhaps 
phone a message to the airport-that idea penetrates 
our mind only with difficulty, and perhaps not until it is 
too late. 

Here, too, everyday mitzvos may fall by the wayside. 
Innumerable small acts of chessed are lost because we 
didn't realize they had to be done when we made our 
plans, and we do not take the time out for them once the 
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plan is formed. An Orthodox Jew hardly ever misses 
Birkas Hashachar (the morning blessings recited daily). 
Why does he so often miss Shekocho ug'voroso molei olam? 
Because he does not hear the thunder that calls for it? 
Simply because he is doing something else-and doesn't 
think to interrupt it. I have been dismayed to stand in a 
crowded Beis Midrash, with bachurim all around still tak­
ing out their tefillin, and hear nobody at all answer "Amen" 
to my bracha. (True, it is, of course, a good mid a to make a 
plan and stick to it; this is charifzus, decisiveness, one of 
Rav Yisroel Salanter's 13 middos. But when the plan 
becomes so firm that even new situations cannot 
change it, it can become very dangerous.) 

The Irrepressible Word 

Akin to the unchangeable plan is the uncontrollable 
urge to say something once it has been formulated in 
our minds. A dentist once informed me that more than 
his patients resent the pain, they resent the questions 
he asks them when their mouth is open. The questions 
are as tdvial as can be; but the pain of withholding the 
answer is worse than the pain of the drill. 

When we have a plan, it is hard for us to reconsider; 
but when we have thought of something to say, even 
reconsidering often does not help, and we say the word 
that had entered our mind even though by the time we 
say it we already know it to be wrong. How many people 
begin a sentence with, "I suppose I shouldn't say this, 
but-"; "This is probably loshon hara, but-"; or the old 
standby, "Nit bei Shabbos gerel (not to be said on Shabbos)"; 
followed by precisely what one shouldn't talk about on 
Shabbos? I have seen people insult their hosts and shame 
themselves by saying what they were being urged not 
to say. Afterwards, they were terribly embarrassed· 
they had known beforehand that they would be em bar~ 
rassed; but they could not control themselves. A person 
who feels this urge to speak should never allow himself 
to forget: Fur every huur that a man muzzles his mouth in this 
wurld, he merits the hidden light that nu angel or creature can 
approximafe.4 

The Terrible Incapacity 

A man and his wife sit in a train station in Milan. It is 7 
a.m., and they have been travelling all night to get here; 
both are terribly thirsty. Between them, they know 
only two words of Italian; but fortunately the words are 
agua minerale, mineral water. The wife asks the husband 
to go up to the kiosk and buy some. The husband finds 
~.hat he cann.?t bring. himself to do it. Whaf if fhe man says, 
Big or small? How will I understand when he tells me the price? 

Not a particularly shy person, the man is so afraid of a 
situation where he has no control, that he decides to sit 
and be thirsty. 

I have watched people drive in large circles to avoid a 
more direct-but less familiar-route. 

4. lggerrs HaGr"a, in the name of the Midrash. 

The Jewish 0/1server I Seplrmher, 1981 



I am told that people refuse to invite Russian immi­
grants to their house because they don't know what to 
say to them-although, as Rabbi Yisroel Belsky of 
Torah Vodaath put it, we are past masters at speaking 
dvorim b'telim, idle talk. 

On a more sinister plane, Jewish lives have been lost 
because people felt they "didn't know how" to save 
them, and Jewish dead have been abandoned because 
people didn't know how to bury them. 

Sometimes the incapacity is itself false, a mask 
adopted to avoid facing the truth: that you know per­
fectly well what to do, and ought to be doing it. But 
sometimes the incapacity is real-the man really didn't 
know any more Italian-but the fear of it brings him 
into another falsehood: to deny what he does know, and 
not to do what he can. "I suppose there's nothing that 
can be done," says the person. Among the Jews, thank 
Heaven, the reaction so commonly quoted in America, 
"It's probably their own fault", has not yet become 
fashionable. 

Laziness and habit, the preconceived plan and the 
ill-conceived word, the false shyness that appears where 
it does not belong-all of these have one thing in com­
mon: an ability to bring us into aveira (sin) with our eyes 
open, to make us choose the false over the true. We 
know what we should be doing, but we do something 
else. No appetite tempts us, no violent emotion misleads 
us. Often the aveira is minor; sometimes it is deadly. But 
of all such aveiros the Ram barn writes: "When a man does 
a sin for which he has no appetite and from which he 
derives no benefit ... this man is desecrating G-d's 
name."s For behind every falsehood is the ultimate 
falsehood: that there is no G-d, that He isn't watching or 
does not care. If we would remember we are in the 
King's presence, we would be careful and alert. 

If we can lie to ourselves as we commit an nveira, we 
can surely lie to ourselves afterwards to convince our­
self that it was a mistake, an accident, that it will not 
happen again. But choosing the false over the true, with 
all its consequences, is something that will happen again 
if we do not do a thoroughgoing teshuva; the causes of 
the "mistakes" are rooted in our character, and will not 
be removed without effort. The two traits that remove 
such "mistakes" are those mentioned by Rabbi Pinchas 
hen Yair: zehirus, being careful, and zerizus, being alert 
and energetic. These are the first steps on the road, and 
it is particularly when we find ourselves in the hands of 
habit, or laziness, or one of the other traits mentioned 
above, that we should awake our care and our alertness. 
With these in hand, we are ready for the rest of the road, 
a road at whose end "piety brings one to runch hnkodesh 
(the Divine Spirit), and ruarh hakodesh brings the revival 
of the dead, and the revival of the dead comes by means 
of Eliyahu of blessed memory, Amen." '.T 

5. Sefer Hn.mifz1'ns, LD 5n.'asrli, 63, as intrepreted by the Clitl{rlz Chayyim' 
Sefa Ch<l{l'lz Clrnyyim, Introduction, Larin 6 in the Be'rr Mriyim Chayyim. 

6.Misli11r1y,1s S,11n.li 9:15. 
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The Torah-Im-Derech-Eretz Personality 
Three Sketches 

The biographical article on Rabbi Joseph Breuer 7'~!, 
featured in the May Jewish Obsen>er, presented the late 
Rav of K'hal Adath jeshurun as the leading interpreter 
of Tornh Im Derech Eretz, as developed by his grandfather, 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch. According to the ideals 
of Torah Im Derech Eretz, a-II aspects of an individual's life, 
even those not directly associated with Torah study or 
mitzva performance, should be so imbued with Torah 
values that all of his activities testify to his loyalty to 
Torah. Torah study, of course, is a most important 
feature of the individual's daily schedule. In addition, 
active involvement in the community is also of para­
mount importance. These ideal of Torah Im Derech Eretz, 

Dr. Moller in conversation with Rabbi Joseph Breuer'?"'.ll. 

Shavuos, 5741: Dr. Raphael Moller received the 
Torah for the last time in his 85 years. The following 
day, his heart, which had been beating for so many 
people, was still. Leading doctors who tried to revive 
him, wept. The nurses wept. Great Torah leaders-" 
everyone who knew him wept for the loss. 

To some people Dr. Moller was the uncompromising 
"President" (l\osh Haknlivl) of K'hal Adath Jeshurun, a 
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expounded by leading thinkers, writers and teachers, 
found their fruition in the lives of exemplary baalei baltim 
(laymen). The many facets of their lives were not dis­
crete compartments, but functioned as parts of a har­
monious whole-dedicated to Torah. 

We offer three sketches of people whose lives pul­
sated with ideals associated with Hirschian teachings. In 
some cases, they consciously modeled their lives after 
the principles of Tornh Im Derech Erelz; in others, these 
may not have entered their thinking at all. Nonetheless, 
they served as living examples of its ideals, and can offer 
instruction and inspiration to the reader, in line with 
this tradition. 

Dr. Raphael Moller­
Physician, 

"T almid Chacham," 
and "Rosh Hakahof' 
as remembered by a grandson 

position he held for 38 years. To some he was "the 
family doctor," for he was a skilled practicing physician 
for over half a century. To others, he was a constant 
source of Torah knowledge from which to draw. But 
most of all, he harmonized these roles in such a way that 
they complemented each other. He used his knowledge 
of medicine to answer halachic inquiries fro1n all over 
the world; even Gedoli1n consulted him on medical ques-
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tions. His involvement in Torah was evident in his 
manner of treating patients, which made both humble 
Jew and distinguished Rabbi feel at ease while being 
medically assisted. 

This combination of roles also made Dr. Moller an 
excellent role model for young and old alike. This was 
never more evident than right after his passing when 
thousands of people from all walks of life came to com­
fort the aveilim (mourners), each with his own story to 
tell, each in need of a personal nechama for his own 
irreplaceable loss. 

Early Years 

Dr. Moller was born in 1895 in Hamburg, Germany, 
in a home of Torah Im Derech Eretz. The ideals he personi­
fied his entire life were a personal heritage; his mother 
was the daughter of Yitzchok Hirsch, the youngest son 
of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch 7"~!. In Hamburg, it 
had been common for people to leave a portion of their 
inheritance to Yungeleit to enable them to study Torah all 
day. Dr. Moller's father, William Moller, saw to it that 
his son Raphael learned regularly with such an individ­
ual. Later, while attending various universities in prepa­
ration for his medical career, Dr. Moller sought out the 
local rabhonim and attended their shiurim. He also enrolled 
in the Hildesheimer Rabbinical Seminary in Berlin. 
After completing his medical studies, Dr. Moller came 
home to Hamburg where he married Cella Marx, the 
daughter of the Darmstadter Rav, Rabbi Moshe Marx 
711t, and opened his first medical practice. As was his 
custom throughout his life, his career did not reduce his 
communal involvement; He was gahbai in his shul and 
read the Torah weekly (as bani koreh)-a practice he 
continued throughout his life. 

With the rise of Hitler tl'"O', Dr. Moller was interned 
in a concentration camp where, in addition to his own 
tasks, he undertook the assignments of the old and the 
weak. He never spoke of his experiences there; the 
stories were told by others. 

Upon his release from the camps he fled with his 
mother, wife and six children to England. Here, too, Dr. 
Moller seized every opportunity to learn. During the 
nightly blackouts, he went to his chavrusa (study part­
ner), despite the perils involved. In addition, he studied 
under such great rabbonim as Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer 
Dessler and Rabbi Fuerst. 

The family arrived in the USA on Erev Pesach after­
noon, prepared in advance with their seder needs ... 
Studying day and night, Dr. Moller received his medical 
license to practice in the US in an exceptionally short 
period of time. . . . . 

A refugee organization offered him f1nanc1al aid to 
set up his practice, providing he would establish it out­
side of New York City. He visited a number of promis­
ing locations in Upstate New York. Upon inquiring with 
the rabhonim in each city, he found the Hebrew school 
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facilities in each case short of his ideals of Torah educa­
tion. Relinquishing any possibility of financial aid, he 
therefore opened his practice in the Washington Heights 
section of New York City. 

The Unique Combination: Torah ... 

Dr. Moller's combination of Torah study, chessed and 
community service were unique both in terms of inten­
sity and length. 

Each time he opened his Gemora, his enthusiasm 
seemed to indicate that it was the first time he was 
learning the topic, but his deep understanding betrayed 
that he had seen it many times before. 

During a recent visit fo Erefz Yisroel, his grandchildren 
there spent a Shabbos with him. He reviewe1i with earh of 
them the Meserhta he was learning-three different 
Mesechfos-discussing each as if currently involved in iusf 
that Gemora. 

Employing the definition of a masmid as not necessar­
ily one who studies for the most hours, but rather one 
who learns every available moment, Dr. Moller had few 
peers, 

The day of his final surgery, which was postponed until the 
evening, was spent studying Torah. Without the strength to 
hold a sefer himself, he asked his son lo study MishnnytJS with 
him. After an hour, his son feigned tiredness to allow his 
father tu rest, so Dr. Moller asked someone else to cantinue 
with him until the time of the operation. 

Typical was his Shnbbos, which was an unending series 
of shiurim and chavrusos. And the meals? There he would 
discuss in depth the parshas hashovua and the hnflorah 
(weekly portion of the Torah and Prophet readings). 

His rare summer vacations were utilized for intensi­
fying his learning. A friend staying in the same resort as 
Dr. Moller was up 5 o'clock one morning to get an early 
start on a trip. When he entered the shu/, he was 
astounded to see Dr. Moller already in front of his 
Gemora, using his short, much needed vacation to replen­
ish his spiritual strength. 

, .. "Gemilas Chassodim".,. 

A person reveals dedication to chessed in both the grand 
gesture and subtle nuances. Dr. Moller's smile was of 
itself an act of kindness. Many patients remarked that 
merely seeing Dr. Moller was a cure for their ailments. 
Everyone, including his patients, felt as though he was 
Dr. Mailer's special friend. And he was. A woman at the 
shiva related how she often had visited Dr. Moller for 
treatment of a persistent illness. When Dr. Moller could 
not help her medically, he simply sat and listened to her 
problems; despite his not having done anything con­
crete, she walked out feeling better. 

His starting fee was 50¢, and for bnei Torah undergo­
ing financial difficulties and for needy persons, there 
was no fee. In fact, he frequently would leave money in 
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the house of an indigent patient he visited. To Dr. 
Moller, his patients were not simply illnesses in need of 
a cure, but people-friends who were in need and for 
whom G-d had put him in the position to help ... thus 
the extraordinary mesiras nefesh he invariably showed for 
his patients. In his younger years, many were the Shabbo­
sos that he walked great distances to his patients. In his 
later years, he ignored his failing health and often would 
insist on visiting patients in spite of difficulties involved. 
... While sitting at the Shabbos table, he was often called 
away on an emergency. Upon returning, his family 
would detect his customary Shabbos glow enhanced by 
the chessed performed for a fellow Jew. Indeed, he viewed 
medicine as his special tool for helping mankind and 
serving G-d. 

He completely identified himself with his patients and 
their problems: Rabbi Michoel Ber Weissmandl 7'"l!, 
hero of World War II hatzala, consulted him for a severe 
heart condition. Writing his memoirs-Min Hameitzar­
which detail his experiences during the Holocaust years, 
had aroused such terrible memories of his people's suf­
ferings that his friends were concerned that this con­
tributed to his illness. Dr. Moller responded that he 
should continue to write. To the contrary, his deep 
anguish would find relief in recording his thoughts. 
Both for his own sake and for the sake of generations to 
come he must complete the sefer. 

"Avoda"-Service to the Community 

Dr. Mailer's unusual devotion to K'hal Adath Jeshu­
run, which he served as president for four decades, was 
evident in the vitality with which he led the Kehilla's 
weekly board meetings-never compromising on prin­
ciples, never seeking recognition or glory. Typical was 
his follow-up of the congregation's decision to build a 
mikva to serve Washington Heights during the peak of 
World War II. Many obstacles stood in the way of the 
project: money was scarce and materials were ostensi­
bly unavailable. Nonetheless, the project was under­
taken, and a contractor was hired. After the work was 
begun, the congregation was notified that completion 
was impossible since the government agencies forbade 
the purchase of plumbing supplies for "unessential" 
construction. Dr. Moller felt responsible to obtain the 
needed supplies. He spent many days persuading gov­
ernment agencies that this was indeed an essential pro­
ject, and then contacted numerous supply houses to sell 
the material. He then proceeded to locate the hardware 
by making numerous phone calls throughout the US, 
not resting until the mikva was completed. 

When an oil strike left the mikva unheated, Dr. Moller 
hired a limousine, and armed with as many large cans 
and containers as he could find, he made a tour of all the 
oil companies, cajoling or threatening, as necessary, 
until he obtained sufficient oil. 
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"Midos" - The Measure of a Man 

Who can peer inside a man to know the degree of his 
Yiras Shomayim (Fear of G-d)? Yet, Dr. Mailer's inner­
most attitude was in strong evidence when he ap­
proached any mitzva that presented itself, with enthusi­
asm and a pressing urgency, not permitting the precious 
opportunity to slip by. 

When his final surgery was postponed from its scheduled 
daytime hour to the evening, he was grateful that he would be 
awake when night fell, permitting him to count the Sefira at its 
preferred hour instead of waiting for the next day. 

Despite his myriad accomplishments in life, he always 
questioned whether he was seving G~d to the best of his 
ability. This humility was expressed in his signature: he 
never failed to preface his name in any inscription with 
)!:lp11-(hakattan, lit. small, insignificant)-so he viewed 
himself. 

Behind the Veil 

His greatness was masked by an unassuming manner, 
which lulled most people into a lack of awareness of his 
stature, but great men penetrated the veil of humility 
and recognized his true worth. For instance, Rabbi 
Aaron Kotler requested him to lead the battle against 
conscription of women into the armed forces in Israel. 

The Satmar Rebbe recommended that a chassid consult Dr. 
Moller for an illness. Upon his arrival at the doctor's office 
after the long trek from Williamsburg, the chassid was dis­
mayed by the waitingroom full of patients and returned to the 
Satmar Rebbe for another recommendation. Answered the 
Rebbe, "Better wait in this world to see Dr. Moller because in 
the world to come you will wait and wait and never even 
approach him . ... " 

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky N'!:l'7!U remarked that he 
wondered if there had been a doctor of such stature 
since the time of the Ramban (Nachmanides). 

Dr. Moller was also respected by the most prominent 
of his medical colleagues for his sharp diagnostic abili­
ties, often spotting maladies when the tests did not 
reveal anything, only to be borne out later. Before 
entering the hospital for his final illness, he had told his 
children his diagnosis of his condition, which took seven 
doctors two weeks to confirm ... and he recognized this 
illness to be his last one. 

Moreinu Reb Raphael Moller was unique in his com­
bination of perfection in Divine service and mastery in 
the secular field. His life was marked by a stream of 
generosity and chessed for patients, the kehilla, his family, 
and anyone who needed a helping hand in any way ... 
truly an exemplary product of the teachings of his 
great-grandfather, Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch. 
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The T orah-Im-Derech-Eretz Personality 

The Last "Parnes" 
of Eiterfeld: 

Mr. Max Lomner 
(Lomnitz) 

Some anecdotes from a son's reminiscences: Rabbi Nasson I.omner 

Father was born in the summer of 1893 in Germany 
in the small town of Eiterfeld, which was under the 
Rabbinical jurisdiction of the Rabbonus of Fulda (of Maha­
ram Schiff fame). Although there was an elementary 
Talmud Torah in town, the opportunities to learn 
Torah were limited. When Father's father sent him to 
the Oberrealschule (junior college) in Marburg, however, 
he grasped every chance to attend all available shiurim, 
even learning several mesechtos Gemora. Later on in Eiter­
feld he was personally able to institute shiurim-a rare 
accomplishment for a layman in rural Germany. 

Father was the last parnes (president or leader) of the 
Eiterfeld Kehilla, serving during the early Nazi years 
until its dissolution. 

Anti-Semitism: No Stranger to Eiterfeld 

Anti-Semitism had been no stranger to Eiterfeld. In 
fact it was the minhag (custom) in the kehilla to say 
"Achaynu Kol Beis Yisroe/" (the Monday-and-Thursday 
prayer for persecuted Jews) daily because of harass­
ments and oppressions suffered by previous Jewish 
generations of Eiterfeld. The Nazis found many willing 
recruits for their cause in Eiterfeld and vicinity, and 
were able to proceed with their persecutions of the Jews 
of Eiterfeld right from the beginning of their assump­
tion of power in 1933. 

Probably the most harassed person in town was 
Father. For a time, the Nazis even put up a gallows in the 
center of town with the names of Father and his two 
business partners on it. In order to escape the Nazis, 
Father was often away from home, sometimes for 
weeks at a time. 

Father probably also saved all of the approximately 60 
Jews of Eiterfeld: The Nazis had called a rally for a 
Shabbvs morning in Eiterfeld. All late Friday afternoon 

Rabbi lomner, /1 puhlisher a[ Judaiw, is a fvrmrr member af the faculty am/ 
adminislralion a[ Mesifta Tiffrrdh }rrnsalt'm. 
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and evening all kinds of hoodlums, ruffians and base 
elements from nearby towns and villages started to 
gather in Eiterfeld. Father and Mother lived across from 
one of the beer halls where the Nazis assembled to 
drink, sing and boast about what they were going to do 
to the Jews. Naturally, Father and Mother couldn't 
sleep. They finally decided to call Rabbi Kahn, the Rav of 
Fulda, who had a Gentile maid who would answer the 
phone on Shabbos. (He was especially close to Rabbi Kahn 
and Rabbi Kuhnstadt, the dayan of Fulda.) After listen­
ing to a complete report of the situation, Rabbi Kahn 
decided that all Jews able to do so, should leave town 
immediately. Father went in the middle of the night, 
roused all the Jews and told them of the Rav's p'sak. He 
and a few others then quickly hired a few trustworthy 
non-Jews with trucks and cars, piled in all able to go, and 
under cover of the night quietly left town. By the time 
the sun rose on Shabbos morning, all the Jews, except for 
a few elderly couples, were long gone. Thus the Nazi 
plans for that day were completely frustrated. 

Among the minor annoyances, the Nazis ordered 
that the eiruv of the town be taken down. One of the 
more dangerous places where the eiru11 was attached 
was the roof of the house belonging to a not-very-nimble 
Jew. Father, realizing that the Nazis were anticipating 
having a little sport and maybe even see that Jew fall off 
the gabled roof, climbed up himself and quickly took 
down the eiruv. 

Dismantling the Shu! 

Since more members were moving away and leaving 
Germany and the Kehilla was slowly disappearing, 
Father had the sad duty of presiding over the Kehi/fo's 
dissolution and the dismantling of the shul. He and a few 
of the last members buried the posul (invalid) sifrey Torah 
according to the instructions of Rabbi Kahn, sent the 
kosher sefvrim to Fulda, chopped up the shul benches into 
firewood for use in the stove to heat the nzikva for the 
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few remaining women using it, and generally disposed 
of the affairs and property of the Kehilla so well, that 
when "Kristallnacht" came in November, 1938, only the 
wood and stone walls of the completely empty shul 
remained on which the Nazis were able to vent their 
baseless hatred and fury. 

As pai:-t of his preparations to move to America, 
knowing full well the reputation of its spiritual state of 
affairs, father decided to purchase a pair of iefillin for me, 
his oldest son (although only 10 years old at the time) 
and a sefer Torah to take with him, thereby concretely 
symbolizing his determination to observe the Torah no 
matter where or under what circumstances he would 
find himself. The Rav of Fulda (the Kehilla from which he 
bought the sefer) informed him that a seferTorah belong­
ing to a lzibbur (Kehilla) should not remain the property of 
an individual but must be returned to a lzibbur; Father 
nevertheless bought it, and then brought it with him to 
America knowing he would eventually return it to a 
community. Indeed, after moving to Washington 
Heights and joining Rabbi Breuer's kehilla, K'hal Adath 
Jeshurun, he donated the sefer to that kehilla. It thus 
became the first sefer Torah owned outright by K'hal 
Adath Jeshurun. 

"When Will We Build a Shu! Again?" 

When in the forties K'hal Adath )eshurun found it 
necessary to expand and build a larger synagogue, 
every member was requested to contribute a minimum 
of $100, which in those years was a substantial sum of 
money, especially for refugees who had arrived for the 
most part penniless just a few years before. When 
someone complained to Father (to whom $100 was 
about two weeks' salary) that it was outrageous to 
request such an amount from poor people, Father 
simply told him that when he had to dismantle the shul 
of Eiterfeld, he had wondered whether he would ever 
get the chance to build a shul. Now that he was given this 
opportunity to participate, he should complain? Never. 

Bidding Farewell 

As Father's final illness was becoming more severe 
and the painkillers were unable to do their job properly, 
Father did not complain, but would often quote Rabbi 
Breuer '711".tL who in his last years, among other infirmi­
ties of old age, was almost blind and could hardly walk; 
the Rav always said that he still had much to be thankful 
for. During those last weeks, after not having been in 
shul for quite some time, Father asked me to take him to 
the synagogue of K'hal Adath Jeshurun one more time. 
We drove over one afternoon and Father, who was in 
great pain and walking with great difficulty, managed, 
with a little help, to make it up the few steps to the side 
entrance and entered the at-the-time empty shul. He sat 
down in one of the back rows, took out a small Siddur 
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from his pocket and started to daven. In a loud clear and 
contented voice he exclaimed, "Ma tvuu uhalecha ... Vaani 
beruv chasdecha" (How good are Your tents ... And I come 
to Your house through Your vast generosity ... ), more 
pesukim, lefillos and chapters from Tehillim. Sitting a few 
rows behind him, I was overcome with emotion and 
moved to tears as I heard my painwracked and dying 
father exercising his last wish before he left this world, 
not to plead and cry for relief from pain and recovery 
from illness, but with dry eyes and acceptance of what­
ever his fate was, just to be "Shivli b'veis Hashem" (dwell in 
the House of G-d) once more, to praise and thank 
Hashem Yisbvrach. Not many weeks later he was gone. 

••• 

Perhaps the best way to conclude these episodes from 
Father's life is to apply to him a word that Hagaon Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein said to Father when he came to be 
menachem uuel him, when he was sitting shiva for Mother. 
Father mentioned to Rabbi Feinstein that since Moth­
er's passing, the last two verses of "Adon Olam" did not 
leave his mind and so he asked him what their meaning 
was. Rabbi Feinstein replied to father, "Beyado afkid rue hi 
... " If a person in his lifetime places his neshama, his life, 
in Hashem's hands, whether asleep or awake, then, Veim 
ruchi geuiosi ... when the time comes that with the 
neshamn, the body too must be returned, such a person 
has nothing to fear, for Hashem is with him." t.T 
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The Torah-Im-Derech-Eretz Personality 

The Tzaddik's Time Frame 

What marks a person as a tzaddik? A special aware­
ness-and then some. Everyone "knows" that life is 
transitory and elusive. Didn't Shakespeare say that man 
struts and frets upon the stage of life, and passes like a 
shadow soon to be forgotten? In contrast to Shakes­
peare, a tzaddik lives with this concept. He is deeply aware 
that life is a journey and not a destination, and that 
every step on the way must proclaim the honor of 
Hashem. "And even if he has an occupation, he can be on 
the same level as one whom the words of the Torah 
never cease from his lips" (end of Mesi/as Yeshorim). 

A lzaddik lives not by years or decades, but rather by 
moments and days. While small men do great things on 
occasion, great men constantly deal with small things. 
To the great, each day is laden with meaning and impor­
tance (see Hirsch: Bereishis 47-8), with new goals to 
accomplish and obstacles to hurdle. That is why we ask 
G-d to "teach us to count our days." 

I was fortunate to know a person who lived by this 
credo. His name was Reb Shimon Yitzchak ben Reb 
Yecheskel Dov, more commonly known as Dr. Asko­
vitz, a highly regarded, world-famous opthalmologist. 

A Typical Day 

It was a balmy Nissan morning in 5740 as the doctor 
lef'.._h~s.11_o_\1se t\JLOi'.'_t_lie Philadelphia Yeshiva's Shacharis 

Sruly Greenwald, riow in the Mirrer Y1,shitia in Bruuklyn, spent serHra/ 
years in the Talmudic Yeshiva of Philadelphia, where he met Dr. Askovilz. 
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A Day in the Life of a 
"T zaddik Nistar": 

Dr. Shimon Askovitz 

by Sruly Greenwald 

minyan. The pain in his chest was increasing and he 
began to emit a sigh, which he quickly cut short: G-d is a 
Rofei Chinom ... He heals without charge-but it also 
means that G-d heals for nothing, even if we do not 
deserve it. 

His house was only minutes away from the yeshiva, which 
was one of the reasons he selected it. It was a large structure 
with the office on the ground floor, next to living quarters. 

The house was equipped with an extra floor for use by poor 
people, guests, and meshulachim who were always staying at 
his house. Piles of seforim were permanent residents in his 
house-on tables and shelves in every available room, each 
with one or several markers indicating where he was up to. 

Once inside the yeshiva, he paused at the bulletin 
board in front of the beis hamidrash and posted his annual 
sign: "The apple tree (on the corner of 59th and Over­
brook) is in full bloom. Everyone is welcome to make a 
bracha 1 (see Orach Chaim Chap. 55 Par. 3)." He respect­
fully paused before setting foot inside the l1eis midrash, 
and then walked to his seat in the back row. Dr. Asko­
vitz was a welcome mispallel there. Through personal 
example, he instructed generations of talmidim in the 
way the Chazal meant "Omein yehei Shmei Rabbah" to be 
said .... He davened as though having a personal conver­
sation with Hashem, the tone and inflection of his voice 
practically translating the tefillos. 

It was a Monday, so as usual he passed around the 
Chumashin1-his own private Chu1nashin1, which he had 
bought for this expressed purpose-handing them to 
those near him before the reading of the Torah. After 
davening, he closed his Siddur HaGra and carefully replaced 
the several IBM cards he used as bookmarks. Some of 
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these cards contained long lists of names of deceased, 
with no one else to say Kaddish for them. Others listed 
names of ailing individuals, some for whom he had been 
davening for years on end. 

He sat down to learn, but he expected frequent inter­
ruptions. He had been collecting for the Philadelphia 
Agudath Israel's Annual Ma'os Chiffim campaign, and 
boys would be coming over every few minutes to offer 
their contributions. He did not feel less dignity in collect­
ing lzeddaka than in giving it; in fact he relished the 
former as a far greater mitzva. 

His study was interruped by a bachur who came over 
to discuss a halacha with him: 

"Do we still say the 'Birchas Shehechiyanu' upon seeing a 
close friend after thirty days?" (see Orach Chaim Chap. 
225). He consulted a Mishna Brurah for a while, and then 
replied in his smooth melodious voice, "Since the bracha 
is dependent on feeling happy upon the sight of your 
friend, if you're happy why shouldn't you make a brae ha? 
I used to make a brae ha when I was in the army, and I saw 
my parents when on furlough. I recall seeing a commen­
tary on the pasukili'tt'il YV OiNil ~;, (For man is like the tree 
of the field), who translated the pasukc 'Is a person any 
worse than a tree?' Everyone makes a Shehechiyanu on a 
new fruit~shouldn't a human being have the same 
value? But probably the reason it came into disuse is 
because if Reuven sees Shimon and makes a brae ha, and 
the following time they meet, Shimon doesn't make a 
bracha on Reuven, Reuven would get very insulted." 

The bachur hemmed and hawed for a moment and 
then asked the doctor to look at a rash on his arm. Talk 
unrelated to Torah and mitzvos (even for one's liveli­
hood) is prohibited in shul (see Mishna Brurah 151, minor 
Par. 2). So, as he had done time and again over the 
decades, Dr. Askovitz slowly stepped outside the study 
hall while respectfully facing the Aron Hakodesh, exam­
ined the rash, and asked the boy to come back the next 
day. (The following day he would bring medication free 
of charge. An opthalmologist, he stored general medica­
tion in his house only for this type of occasion.) 

He continued studying for another hour, and then 
took leave of the beis midrash. 

Home for Breakfast 

At home, he opened the daily mail lying on his kitchen 
table. He recognized the handwriting of the topmost 
letter to be that of a sick, heartbroken invalid. From the 
many letters pouring into his office on a regular basis, he 
learned to discern the telltale signs of worry and depres­
sion from handwritings. 

Dear President of Agudalh Israel of Philadelphia, 
I am writing you this letter asking your organization to 

help me out uiith sonze clothing. I have a bad heart and I am a 
diabetic. 1 have to go to a nursing home for medical care and I 
have no money. 1 thank you, G-d bless you and yours . 

He put down the letter, jotted down name and address 

on a slip of paper, and picked up the phone. He placed an 
order of clothing with a local merchant to be sent to the 
man's address, to be billed to the local Agudah. For Yorn 
Tov the man would also receive a food parcel of matzo, 
wine, meat and fish, together with a warm, friendly 
note, inviting further inquiries. 

The next letter was from Rabbi Moshe Sherer thank­
ing Dr. Askovitz for sending him a clipping on autop­
sies, which he found to be of great interest. He also 
asked Dr. Askovitz to accelerate activity on stopping the 
State of Pennsylvania from ratifying the ERA. The let­
ter concluded with a recommendation for a New York 
representative to the local Agudah's yearly Teshuva 
gathering. He placed the two letters in their respective 
files, cleared away the rest of the mail and entered his 
office. 

The secretary looked up from her typewriter to 
exchange greetings with the doctor and then returned 
to her work. She often told her friends how grateful she 
was to have a boss who was proficient in mussar; in her 
twenty years on the job, the doctor never showed irrit­
ability or made her feel bad in any way. 

Behind the secretary were the card files, which took 
up the entire wall. All patients were treated equally: 
same type of card, same time offered to them, same 
treatment-regardless if they paid full price or nothing 
at all. Rabbis were free of charge; and so were yeshiva 
bachurim-until, at the rosh yeshiva's insistence, this was 
changed to a discounted fee. Yungeleil from Lakewood 
paid half the regular fee, to allow for their travel 
expenses. There were also the sick and elderly through­
out the city to whom he travelled, to give them eye 
examinations. 

"Lunch", Supper, and More Learning 

He had no lunch hour since he had no lunch, as he saw 
mentioned in certain seforim (for halacha, see Mishna 
Brurah 157, Par. minor 4). His hours stretched till before 
sunset when he would rush out to catch the Mincha· 
Maariv minyan. He would drive to shul if only to hear the 
final Kaddish, and even held a key to the shul, to daven in 
the beis haknesses should he have missed the minyan. 

After Maariv he would return home for supper. He 
never ate supper before Maariu, which was often a great 
difficulty since he was fatigued after a hard working 
day without having eaten in over eight hours. 

After supper he would continue his Torah studies. 
"Continue" because his life revolved around Torah, his 
work being only his secondary occupation. He would 
often tell his wife how he could not wait until he'd retire 
so he could learn the entire day. His learning was some­
times interrupted by phone calls all hours of the night. 
Searching individuals would call to ask philosophical 
questions, patients would call for medical advice. One 
patient worried excessively, and would often "drop in" 
at 11:30 P.M. to pick up some eye wash. Never did the 
doctor show irritability, and would always respond with 
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a cheerful, "That's what we're here for.'' He would then 
continue to learn with great joy and fervor. 

His sefarim library contained thousands of seforim-not 
as a collection, for they were in constant use. The 
hundreds of mussar seforim he learned made him into a 
living mussar sefer: the halacha sefarim he studied cover to 
cover made him an expert in the field, and it was not 
infrequent that yeshiva bachurim would ask him their 
difficult she'eilos. (Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman of 
Ner Israel testified that he knew the entire Mishna 
Brurah by heart.) And the hundreds of obscure seforim, 
which were full of asterisks, underlined sentences and 
glosses, made him into the la/mid chacham that he was ... 
The lights in his study burned until 2:30 in the morning, 
leaving him less than five hours of sleep. 

The focal Point of His Day 

A doctor once asked the Chofetz Chaim in what way 
people like himself could merit a share in the world to 
come. The Chofetz Chaim replied that the Chumash 
describes the Eitz Chaim, the Tree of Life, as being "in the 
garden." The Targum translated this, "in the center of the 
garden." What significance is there if the tree is"in the 
center or in the far end of the garden? However, the 
Torah is indicating that the Eitz Chaim, like any item 
found in the center, is equally accessible from all sides. 
No matter what occupation he hok: '-whether in 
Torah or in a profession-he has equal access to the 
Tree of Life (writings of Chofetz Chaim P. 56; see also 
Taanis P. 21a). 

Dr. Askovitz never had the opportunity to learn in a 
yeshiva "Pd all alone set out on his long journey to 
Torah knowledge. He sought to find mentors to provide 
him with guidance and direction, and clung dearly to 
them his entire life. His rahbeim included R.ashi, the Ram­
bam, Chayei Adam and especially the Chofetz Chaim .. 

Dr. Askovitz made his daily life conform to the Tor ah: 
He didn't particularly enjoy lukewarm tea, yet he always 
drank it that way, as he saw written in haldcha, to require 
an aft,r-bracha . ... He ha,! never cared for gefilte fish, 
but after learning the importance of Shahbos fish he 
developed a taste for it. Even during his final days in the 
hospital, unable to eat for an entire week, he forced 
himself on Shabhas to eat a little fish and meat, and then 
feebly sang some Shabbt1s zemiros .. .. The halacha does not 
permit a person to force himself to eat something he 
does not like on Sh11/ibos. So if he ate it, he must have 
enjoyed it-probably because his greatest enjoyment in 
life was fulfilling the will of Hashem. 

Dr. Askovitz would not merely say a hracha. He would 
make a loud, ear-ringing declaration of Hashem's glory 
and kindness. The refreshments at the Agudah execu­
tive meetings were chosen by their hracha variety, so 
that one could say as many brarhas as possible. He would 
encourage guests to make brae hos out loud to enable the 
whole family to "chap 11rein some extra Onieins." He would 

pick up a bunch of raisins or peanuts, lift it up in his right 
hand, and with a look of utter joy and concentration 
pronounce the appropriate brae ha. He did not reach for a 
second helping of peanuts because he did not make the 
bracha to eat. He ate in order to make the hracha. 

No More Days 

When Dr. Askovitz passed away a year ago July, he 
was mourned by all. The poor, the sick, the senile, the 
alcoholic, the ex-convict, the invalid-all had known 
that he was a friend who bore their burdens with an 
unburdened feeling. He would receive their calls from 
bars, prisons, and institutions, and would always open 
his home to them, some for even a long duration. 

A poor man wh11 often visited the yeshiva confr11cfed an 
illness that gaue him an extremely offensive (Jdor. Most hachu­
rim found if difficult to r11en breathe in his presence. /cf alone 
carry on a conuersafion u.1ifh hin1. ... A rebbe in the yeshit1a 
once went fo Or. Askovifz after Shacharis fo pick up his 
eyeglasses, and he found Dr. Askovifz serving the poor fellow 
breakfast as though he were a royal guest. 

Doctor ... Man of chessed ... Tzaddik nistar-·a man of 
unknown greatest. ~T 
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A. Scheinman 

Th "A."f o· Mi e verra o . . . omg tzvos 
"Kol Nidrei" and Spiritual Creativity 

Yorn Kippur, the most solemn of days, is ushered in 
with the haunting tones of "Kol Nidrei." The opening of 
Yorn Kippur services with this prayer-actually the 
renunciation of any vows an individual may have 
accepted-has puzzled both ordinary people and scho­
lars for centuries. While many explanations have been 
offered, I would also like to suggest an approach to 
understanding this choice. The simple reason is that, 
although vows and promises have their place under 
certain circumstances, the Torah generally discourages 
them. As the Talmud says: "Whoever makes a vow is 
considered to have built a bama (an unauthorized altar), 
and fulfilling the vow it is like offering a sacrifice on 
it" -which compounds the violation (Nedarim 22a). It is 
therefore incumbent on us to rid ourselves of vows and 
promises before the holy day arrives. (For the same 
reason, it is customary to perform Hatoras Nedorim, 
which releases the individual from existing vows, on the 
eve of Rosh Hashana.)-But why is atonement for this 
area of possible transgression selected from among so 
many possibilities for setting the tone for such an auspi­
cious day? 

Consider several other aspects of Yorn Kippur, and 
perhaps the special significance of Nedarim to the day can 
emerge. 

Points to Ponder 

Let us consider: 
• Before "Kol Nidrei," it is customary among some to 

say a collection of prayers that includes a section known 
as "Viduy Rabbeinu Nissim Gaon," a confessional also 
recited at Tashlich and Yorn Kippur Kat/an. One segment of 
this Viduy states: 

"I have been lenient in that which You were string­
ent, and stringent where You were lenient; I have per­
mitted that which You prohibited, and prohibited that 
which You permitted." 

This is a perplexing confession. We can surely under-

Rabbi Scheinman, an Amrrirnn studying in Jerusalem, is a frequent 
contributor lo these pages. His "Masada Revisited" ilppeared rn the May 'R 1 issue 
of )0. 
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stand the objection to being lenient or permissive where 
the Torah forbids, but what can be wrong with prohibit­
ing or being stringent in those areas where the Torah is 
not? 

• All the special sacrifices brought in the Mikdash on 
Yorn Kippur are offered as an atonement for T umas 
Mikdash ve'Kodshov (defiling the Temple). True enough, 
this is a very serious offense punishable by Koreis (cut­
ting short of the offender's life in this world and the 
next), but would one not expect the Yorn Kippur sacrifi­
ces to be devoted to atoning for more grave aveiros­
transgressions such as adultery or idol-worship, which 
incur the death penalty, and require martyrdom rather 
than to be violated? 

•The Avoda (review of the Temple service) on Yorn 
Kippur is introduced with the reading of the portion 
dealing with the death of Aaron's two sons Nadav and 
Avihu. The only relation this episode bears to the Yorn 
Kippur Avoda is in the negative sense-that is to say, the 
prohibition against entering the Kodesh Kadoshim, the 
inner sanctuary, aH year round (the exception is on Yorn 
Kippur, when the Kohein Gadol, the High Priest, may 
enter this room) is emphasized by Nadav and Avihu's 
death. Shouldn't the juxtaposition of the two imply a 
deeper connection between the death of Aaron's sons 
and the Avoda? 

The First Y om Kippur 

To deal with these questions, one must first delve 
into the historical context of the first Yorn Kippur. 
While the day is a time of general atonement for all 
aveiros, it also marks the day when through the giving of 
the Second Luchos (Tablets of the Law) G-d demon­
strated that He had forgiven the Jews for making the 
Golden Calf. Now, worshipping the Golden Calf is con­
sidered the gravest aveira that Klal Yisroel ever commit­
ted, a sin for which punishment is being exacted to this 
very day. Yet, according to most commentaries, it was a 
form of idol worship, no more, no less. What makes the 
worship of the Golden Calf more grave an offense than 
any other case of idol worship? 

There is a unique factor in this incident, as outlined in 
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Published by Agudath fsrae/ of Great Britain 

a discourse by Rabbi Nachman Bulman•, that sheds 
light on the Yorn Kippur theme. 

Even though G-d previously had told Moshe Rabbeinu 
that the Jewish People were worshipping idols, it was 
not until he saw them singing and dancing before the 
Calf that he smashed the Luchos. What in this scene made 
him react so strongly? 

First one must understand the motives behind idola­
try. There are two basic reasons why a person might 
turn to idol worship. One is in line with the Gemora's 
comment: "Israel only worshipped idols to permit them­
selves to indulge in immorality." That is, they found 
that the laws of Torah hindered them in their hedonistic 
pursuits. They therefore discarded the Torah and took 
up the worship of idols, so as to gain license for self­
indulgence. As serious as this aveira is, it does not pre­
clude possibilities of leshuva. Deep down, the idolators 
know that their actions are wrong, and someday there is 
hope that they will come to grips with the inconsistency 
between their inner knowledge and outer conduct, and 
align action with intuitive recognition. There is, how­
ever, another type of idol worship, and that is when a 
person in search of spiritual ecstacy mistakes an ersatz 
spiritualism for the genuine experience, and thus goes 
astray after it. It is much more difficult for such a person 
to do teshuva, for he actually is convinced that he is 
correct in his conduct. 

When Moshe Rabbeinu was told that the Jews were 
worshipping an idol, he was uncertain as to the nature 
of their actions. It was only when he saw their ecstatic 
celebrating that he realized their deep commitment to 
their worship. They were not seeking to gratify their 
physical passions, but instead mistook the Golden Calf 
for the divine. It was then that Moshe Rahbeinu was 
prompted to break the Luchos. This also explains Moshe 
Rabbeinus initial defense plea for Kial Yisroel: "The abun­
dance of gold and silver that You gave them at Yam Suf 
caused this downfall." That is to say, the worship of the 
Calf was not a spiritual manifestation, but a direct out­
growth of their lust for gold. The scene of revelry, 
however, refuted this line of defense. The worship of 
the Golden Calf was not an exchange of the spiritual for 
the material, but rather it was an error in understanding 
what constitutes spiritualism. 

Since the initial Yorn Kippur was a day of atonement 
for worshipping the Calf, the service of that day must 
reflect this type of forgiveness. 

Sons of Aaron 
The sin of Nadav and Avihu falls within this pattern. 

They were not ensnared by materialistic motives. 
Rather, their error lay in misconstruing divine service. 
This in turn serves as an appropriate introduction for 
th~JS:~:~~~~s of the Yorn Kippur service. The Korhanos of 

*Founding editor of Thl' ]l'wi.•h 0/1sen1rr, now visiting Rosh Yeshiva of 
Ohr Somayach in Jerusalem and head of an American Torah com­
munity in Migdal HaEmek. 



Yorn Kippur are not meant to atone for aveiros of the 
first classification, for a person who sins in pursuit of 
carnal pleasures has hope of doing teshuva. Rather the 
person who clumsily abuses the sanctity of the divine 
(represented by Tumas Mikdash-defilement of the 
Temple) to attain what he believes to be a spiritual 
experience is in danger of not recognizing his error, and 
consequently not doing leshuva. 

That may well be the meaning of the Viduy: "I have 
been stringent where you were lenient." If a person has 
established a pattern of life different from the Torah's, 
even if it is a more stringent one, it is completely out of 
the pale, as far as mifzvos are concerned. Let us take an 
extreme case: Someone is so obsessed with the beauty 
of Shabbos that he decides to declare an additional Shabbos 
every week-on Tuesday! Not only does his Tuesday 
not add anything, it actually diminishes his regular Shab­
bos observance, for he has demonstrated that his Shabbos 
is not the one the Torah had intended. 

The special relevance of Kol Nidrei to Yorn Kippur 
should now be apparent. The Gemora's comparison of 
making vows to building a bama (Nedarim 22a) is ex­
plained by the RAN to indicate that just as a person 
who erects a bama is deluding himself tha the is accomp­
lishing something of value by adding more altars and 
sacrifices than the Torah requires, so too does someone 
who makes nedarim where uncalled for believe that he is 
doing a meritorious deed by adding prohibitions to the 
already existing prohibitions of the Torah. 

Thus our picture of the Yorn Kippur service is com­
plete. Rooted in the sin of the Golden Calf, tied to the 
death of Aaron's two sons, its Temple service is meant 
to atone for Tumas Mikdash-defilement of the Temple. 
... The day is introduced by Kol Nidrei and its tone is set 
by the confessional of: "We have been lenient where 
You were stringent, stringent where You were lenient." 

Severing the limb 

Now that Yorn Kippur is identified as a day of atone­
ment for the sin of over-reaching for spirituality, one 
wonders: What is the source of the fault that converts 
the search for spirituality into sin? 

Each mitzva is endowed with an untold number of 
merits and benefits, from the greatest impact on the 
highest, most ethereal regions, to profound influences 
on the depths of the psyche, all the while graced with 
aesthetic or emotional appeal, evident in such mitzvos as 
observance of the Sabbath and Festivals. With all these 
beneficial aspects of mitzva performance, one must never 
lose sight of the fact that the inner essence of a mitzva is 
"tzivui-command of G-d." Remove the command from 
its source and the whole array collapses. What had been 
a mifzva is now an aveira. 

The classical commentaries have a term for failure to 
recognize this axiom: t11V't:il:l y~po separating the 
branches from the roots, not realizing that it is the 
hidden root that nourishes the branch. No sooner does 
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OTZAR HAPOSKIM 
is proud to announce the following projects: 

TORAH IAW IU!FERENCE SERVICE 
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mately 1,000,000 Halakhic references detaif1ng the contents of 
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Torah Law Joumal 
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I , '""'"'"''~·'"'":-

he cut the branch and make it into an entity unto itself, 
then it wilts and eventually crumbles into nothingness. 

This axiom appears at least twice in Tanach, once 
explicitly and once implicity. 

• When Shaul Hamelech (King Saul) was commanded 
to destroy the nation of Amaleik, he complied, with two 
exceptions: (1) he did not kill all the people (in line with a 
"logical" rationale based on egla arufa), and (2) he spared 
the cattle, so as to offer them as korbanos (sacrifices). He 
was so convinced of the purity of his motives that when 
Shmuel Hanavi (the prophet Samuel) joined him, he 
joyfully greeted him with: "I fulfilled G-d's word!" It was 
not until Shmuel castigated him severely that he recog­
nized his error. Shmuel's reprimand consisted of one 
sentence: "G-d does not want sacrifices as such; rather it 
is the obedience to the divine command that He 
desires."* 

•This principle is implied in the incident of the Akeida 
(wherein Avraham was commanded to offer his son 
Yitzchak as a sacrifice). Avraham's approach to serving 
G-d had been through Chessed-unlimited kindness. 
This is an ideal that is divine in origin, but it is not 
uncommon to find it uprooted from its divine source, 
and adapted as an ideal unto itself, similar to modern­
day universalism. There was therefore a very real 
danger that the world would adapt Avraham's teach­
ings, but not as the divinely based "And you shall go in His 
ways," but rather as a sort of enlightened ethical culture. 
Charging Avraham with a mitzva so contrary to the 
human conceptions of mercy and kindness revealed to 
the world that Avraham's prime motivating force was 
not innate kindness but rather fear of G-d; as G-d said 
to him after the Akeida: "Now I know that your are 
fearful of G-d." 

feminine Voluntarism 

This Yorn Kippur theme-the danger of endowing a 
spiritual act with a significance of its own, apart from its 
divine source-can help us address some of today's nag­
ging problems. As one example: This past decade has 
witnessed a growing restlessness among some Jewish 
women. In what they call a quest for equal opportunity 
for spiritual growth, they have been demanding the 
right to study the Talmud as men do, and to fulfill milzvos 
that they are not obliged to, such as wearing tzilzis and 
lefillin. 

This has especially manifested itself among the so­
called Modern Orthodox, for whom the roots of" equal­
ity" go back many years, to the start of co-ed "yeshivas." 
Those who have been raised in a more traditional envi­
ronment tend to feel queasy when faced with such 
options. The great women whom they have known 

* Perhaps that is why Shmuel described Shaul's transgression as 
being "iOi CDj?nNcn, a sin of witchcraft. For witchcraft is also a form of 
niy't:iJ~ n~'~i'· It recognizes metaphysical reality while divorcing it 
from the divine (providence)-for a more detailed explanation see 
'i-t"C '£) '1 itlKtl ;)0 £) 'J it.:iNO :O'if'j). 
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expressed their greatness in fznius, chessed, and mesiras 
nefesh-persona! modesty, charitable acts and overiding 
devotion: usually to their husband's and children's 
spritual growth. But queasiness aside, what could be 
wrong with a person's search for increased spiritual 
activity and development? 

When considering an overall path in life for women, it 
is not enough to ask: "Are hakofos permissible?" We must 
ask: "What are the stringencies and what are the lenien­
cies the Torah has prescribed for women? Is it right that 

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein in regard 
to the women's movement and 
their quest for more mitzvos: 
To Rabbi 1.K.: 

In regard to women who have joined the 
world-wide movement of women who are bat­
tling [for improved status] specifically those 
who are Torah-observant and are extending 
this battle to many laws of the Torah: There are 
among them those who daven in a tallis, and 
perform other such practices ... in regard to 
which you are soliciting my opinion .... 

Every woman is permitted to fulfill even 
those mitzvos not required of her by the Torah. 
Considered mitzvos, such acts are rewarded, 
and (according to Tosofos) they may recite 
brachos on such mitzvos as is our custom 
when women fulfill the mitzvos of shofar and 
lulav . . , . A woman, then, would be permitted to 
wear tzitzis, provided the garment be of a 
fashion different from the standard man's tal­
lis, as long as it has four corners. Tefillin how­
ever, is different (refer to Tosolos Eruvfn 96a, 
etc.). 

Obviously, however, this is only when her 
soul thirsts to fulfill mitzvos even though not 
commanded to do so. But when this is not her 
motive, but it is out of finding fault with 
Hashem Yisborach and His Torah, then this is 
not a mitzva performance at all. To the con­
trary, it is a prohibited act, in the category of 
heresy, for she thinks thatthe laws of the Torah 
are subject to amendment. 
(Free translation from the IGGROS MOSHE, Section 4, Si man 
49) 

they increase their involvement in Torah study and 
time-bound positive commands (such as tefi//in) at the 
expense of, say, devoting themselves to raising exten­
sive families? Isn't there a strong element of 'We have 
been lenient where You were strict, and stringent 
where You were lenient'? Do people promote Shiurim 
for them in Gemora because they sincerely believe that 
such is the will of G-d? Or because society adores intel­
le.ctualism and scholarship-and, not incidentally, de­
nigrates tznius and raising large families?" ~'i'. 
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What Happens 
When ••• 

••• You combine the talents of a brilliant com· 
poser, a superior at'Tanger, and an orchestra 
that meets the high standard of both ••. all to set 
the stage for a brand new talent, a brand new 
voice filled with the warmth and simplicity 

that only 
MEIR SHERMAN 
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The result is ••• a new sound, rich and 
unique with the newest concept in full 
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What are YOU doing about 
securing Israel's generations for Torah? 

Rabbi Aaron Kotler, ?n:tr The Ge:rer Rebbe, ?"l'r 
" ... CHINUCHATZMAI is the 
foundation and cornerstone 
for the existence of Torah 
and religion in our holy land." 

"The needs of CHINUCH 
ATZMAI should be the first 
and foremost concern of all 
Torah Jews. Acceptance of 
this obligation represents 
p; n•: 7w n1p1i•n JY07 nwv" 

The Chinuch Atzmai-Torah Schools network is providing MORE while straining even MORE to 
maintain its programs ... 

MORE students ... 
2,000-in addition to the tens of thousands already 
enrolled 

MORE classes ... 
30-in addition to l, 113 scheduled for the school year 

MORE schools ... 
4-in Bnei Brak, Kfar Gidon, Maale Amos, Kiryat Arba, 
in addition to the 200 throughout the country 

MORE kindergartens ... 
13-inAshdod, Be'erYakov, Moreshet, Yaffo (2), Maale 
Amos (2), Petach Tikva (2), Kiryat Ata, Kiryat Mena­
chem, Ramal Gan, Rechovot, in addition to the 225 
throughout the country 

in the face of 

MORE cuts ... 
5%-on top oflast year's 
10% cut in subsidies by 
the Ministry ofEducation 

MORE inflation ... 
spiraling upwards of 
100% which affects every 
phase of the program 

MORE expenses ... 
additional lunch prog­
rams, classroom space, 
transportation costs, etc. 

$35 million will be spent this year-to help make it happen, 
MORE of YOU is needed NOW! 

Help pmvide for these special programs: 
Extracurricular hours of Torah education ............................... , $720,000 
Recreation and evening study programs ................................. 320,000 
Extra summer month of school .......................................... 80,000 
Institutes for teacher-training ... , ..... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160,000 
In-service teacher training ....................................... , ..... 120,000 
Guidance and counselling for continuing education ........................ 120,000 
Special education .... , , . , .. , ... , ..................................... 120,000 
Urban and intercity transportation , , , ................................... 600,000 
Salary supplements .................................................. 120,000 
Emergency repairs and facilities ........................................ 680,000 

~WWToiN'i'N"r.iEm"NG"TiiisHiST'OiicCHA'iiEN'G'i1----, 
SECURE ISRAEL'S GENERATIONS THROUGH TORAH! 

TORAH SCHOOLS FOR ISRAEL 
CHINUCH AlZMAI "'K: 'Kr.ll)ln l1lnn l~iO 
167 Madison Avenue. New York. N.Y. 10016 (212) 889-0606 
0 Enclosed find my contribution of$ _____________ _ Our survival needs: 

i·1.1'r DnJl'U1 

,,,"~ 

'",,'"=" 

D Please accept my pledge of$----------------
$8500 a class $5400 a teacher 
$1800 Nass! Layom 

Name _______________________ _ 

Address _____________ _ 

$200 Emergency Survival Membership 
$100 General Membership 
$36 Donor 



Even Sarah the Matriach, who was a prophetess-in 
some respects, even greater than Avraham Avinu~is 
singled out for her tznius-"She is in the tent" (Bereishis 
16:12). This demonstrates that her prophecy in no way 
detracted from her Torah-defined role of being identi­
fied as being "in the tent," nor vice versa. 

If one makes an honest accounting and asks nof "what 
is spiritually elevating for today's woman?" but "what is 
G-d's will?", and follows suit, then spiritual elevation 
will surely be the ultimate result. When the source is 
divine and the motive pure, the results will be elevating. 

Remember' the organization that has been plan­
ning for Torah, speaking for Toraoh and taking 

decisive action fOr Torah iOr close to six decades ... 
when you make your will. 

It is the best way to use your wealth of wisdom 
and experience from the past, to devote your finan­
cial resources tb the secuting of future generations. 

Only Agudath Israel of America has been taking 
care of children in youth programs 1 pioneering in 
summer camps, sponsoring contests and study prow 
grams ._,. 

Only Agudath Israel of America has been pub­
lishing The Jewish Observer, Dos Yiddishe Vort and 
position papers . , , 

Only Agudath Israel has been running COPE 
for, our community's vocational needs, Project 
RISE for Russian immigrants, JEP to reach out to 
kids who are far from Torah ... 

Only Agudath Israel of America speaks for you 
with dignity and force in the halls of legislature and 
before governmerit agencies , . , 
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Shouldn't Agudath Israel of America continue 
to do this fOr you-after you no longer can? 

Our legal advisors can guide you regarding cor­
rect forms a:nd _procedures 1 tax advantages, and 
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Rochel Leah Lazenga 

THE 
t CALLING 
~ 

Come along, I thought it said. and turn away, I was. 
Then I heard the sound again. run and hide, I hurt too. 
It seemed to belong to me, scoff and mock But it wasn't as painful 
and its message was for me or flaunt your indifference as I thought it would be. 
as it had been for my people it will be louder. Just grasp the hand 
since the beginning of the Dear brother; extended to you. 

beginning. Even if you shout If you feel too weak to walk, 
I decided to follow my heart. with desperate strength just lean against this pillar. 
It seemed to know where to go about the cruelties of this It is one of strength. 
and why. world, It exists since the 
And follow it I did. and its people; beginning of the beginning, 
I was being guided, even if like the rumblings and it stands just as strong-
and for the first time of mighty volcanoes nay, stronger-
in a long while you stand and tell with every Jewish sacrifice 
my steps faltered no longer. the story of the Jews it grows stronger. 
I clung to that sound. and their pain 
It alone had broken through throughout the centuries; Just let me lead you to 
what I had once thought and even if you combine the fork in the road, 
were invincible barriers all the voices and show you the sign post. 
of years of of those who have suffered Please listen ... 
estrangement and cried out in desperation ... Don't ... don't scream ... 
bitterness or whispered last prayers, You too hear the Sound ... 
despair. Combine it all. Fear not 
It alone had turned And more. there is forgiveness ... 
stone to tears But the sound will be louder. The Sound is gentle. 
and indifference Then as you stand in prayer It is 
to feeling. with your heart open strong 
I followed that sound and your eyes closed, but 
and retraced my steps. you will understand 0, so gentle ... 
It brought me back and you will be so thankful yes, there is forgiveness. 
over the long twisted paths that it was louder. Is it you ... Dear Brother ... 
I had once traveled. You don't believe me? I recognized you not, 
But this time- But do. for the new radiance 
I was going the opposite way. I tried it all that frames your face 
I followed the sound and it reached me. I know not. 
and it brought me back home. Dear Brother- Ah .. I see .. 
Back to G-d, now there is pain You too have 
back to my Torah, and raw wounds. listened to the Sound of 
back to my people. These words are not welcome. the Shofar 

I know and understand. And answered 
The Sound ??! This Sound- The Calling. 
Ah!! Listen now!! it understands too-that's why 
Even if you cover your ears it calls. Dear Brother ... Jew ... 

Miss Lazenga r6ides in Mansey, N.Y. Don't be afraid. '.'I'. 
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After five years, 

the Mechon HaHoyroa system 
has il"::l proven itself 

*We offer a brief summary o~ the p:~:se of thl 
Mechon HaHoyroa for the sake of those who did not 
have an opportunity to learn about it: 

It is the intent of Mechon HaHoyroa to do wha· 
tever possible to meet the growing need for qualifed 
Poskim (halachic authorities) by selecting highly quali .. 
fied scholars who have already received semicha ( ordi· 
nation for completing specific parts of Shulchan Aruch: 
Yoreh Deah) and enrolling them in a closely guided, 
highly structured program to complete the Four Sec .. 
tions of the Shulchan Aruch with their major commen .. 
taries. During this period, they would be given an 
adequate stipend, to enable them to pursue their stu· 
dies without any financial worries whatsoever. 

This is an innovative program for, as a rule, once a 
young scholar has been guided to a high level of Torah 
scholarship in a yeshiva/kolel, he is on his own­
financially as well as scholastically. As family obliga~ 
tions mount, he may be forced to abandon full~time 
study to earn a livelihood. Mech on HaHoyroa offers 
a scholar both support and program guidance. 

To avoid overhead costs, Mechon HaHoyroa 
functions as an agency for bringing together those who 
want to support Torah with those who are studying. 
Office space and secretarial work are contributed by 
the supporters of the Kolel. 

Every dollar you give to Mechon HaHoyroa will be 
directed to a new Yissachar-to support one more 
scholar in his study of Halacha. 

Without your contribution, less will be done. 
During these crucial Days of Judgment, we appeal to 

you: 

JOIN US! 

Mechon HaHoyroa extends its wishes for a i1:l1~ nc•.nn1 i1:l'.li: 

to all of Klal Yisroel, and expresses its gratitude to all who have 
contributed to the success of our visionary undertakings. 

Please help us in expanding the Mechon HaHoyroa's pro­
grams to spread the growth ofT orah and foster the development 
of poskim to serve our people. 

Achievement thus far: 

•Over 60 advanced Talmudic scholars are currently under 
full Mechon HaHoyroa programs to complete the entire 
Four sections of the Shulchan An-Leh. After Succos, five men 
from the original group of seven that launched Mechon 
HaHoyroa will go to Jerusalem for a comprehensive examina­
tion in 262 chapters of Choshen Mishpat (Business Law) with 
Nosei Keilim (major commentaries), for Yadin-Yadin 
ordination. 

• Founding, guidance, and support of 
Mechon HaHoyroa 
16 Edwin Lane 
Monsey, N.Y. 10952 

Mechon HaHoyroa al yedei 
Yeshivath Ahavath Shalom (for Sephardim) 
12 Rechov Levi Yitzchak Berditchov 
Geula, Jerusalem 

Mechon HaHoyroa al yedei Kolel Tarbitze 
(for Ashkenazim) 
Kikar Zupnick 
Geula, Jerusalem 

The newest Mechon HaHoyroa/Tchechinov 
Ezras Torah, Jerusalem 

• A ripple effect from Mechon HaHoyroa has reached 
many other yeshivas and kolelim, inspiring the setting of long­
range goals and the introduction of more substantial stipends 
in these other institutions. 

• Mechon HaHoyroa sponsors an incentive plan to 
encourage enrichment programs promoting bekiyus among 
teenage students. 

• The first volume of Yissachar BeOhalecha, an anthology 
of halachic responsa and discussions by Meehan members, 
was published last year to the enthusiastic response of leading 
rabbinic figures, including: Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi Yitzchok Yaakov Weiss (Eida 
Hachareidis, Jerusalem), Rabbi Moshe Aryeh Freund, Rabbi 
Yisroel M. Dushinsky, Rabbi Shmuel Wesner (Bnei Brak), 
Rabbi Yoseif Grunwald (Puppa), and Rabbi Shimon Schwab. 

•The second volume of Yissachar BeOhalecha is now in 
preparation. 

'----------------------------------------------" 
Mechon HaHoyroa, POB 371, Monsey, N.Y. 10952 \ 

Gentlemen: 
I want to participate in the support of the work of Mechon HaHoyroa: 

D Enclosed please find my contribution of$ ________ _ 

D Enclosed please find $ ----------------
first of mv monthlv contributions. 

0 I would like a copy of Yissachar BeOhalecha 
D Enclosed please find $18 {D $10 for yeshiva students). 

D I would like to perpetuate the memory of a loved one with an 
inscription in the Second Volume of Yissacha1 BeOhalecha. 

Name of deceased: __________________ _ 

Date of passing:------------------­

Enclosed please find $50 (or more) for this inscription. 

Name 

Address-------··--··----·-----

City, State, _____ z,, _____ _ 

Alt contributions are tax deductible. 
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THE COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMING CENTER OF 

COPE VOCATIONAL INSTITUTE 
ANNOUNCES THE OPENING OF A NEW 

DIVISION OF 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 

SUNDAYS AND EVENINGS 

INFORMATION 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 

•IMS/VS -
CONCEPTS AND CODING 

•Twelve Week Intensive Program 
•Tuesday and Thursday 

Evenings 6:15 P.M. - 9:45 P.M. 
• Completion of Higher Level 

Languages or Work Experience 
Required 

• Course Begins October 27th 
• Tuition/Books-$500 

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 
-300 

•INTRO - COBOL - JC1. 
•Six Month Intensive Program 
• Sunday 9:45 A.M. - 3 P.M. 

Tuesday & Thursday Evenings 
6:15 P.M. - 9:45 P.M. 
(3 times weekly) 

• Aptitude Test Required 
• Course Begins October 25th 
• Tuition/Books-$1,500 

For Information, Testing Schedules and A Personal Interview 
CALL (212) 587-9272 
A Division of Agudath Israel of America 
5 Beekman Street, New York, N.Y. 10038 

Licensed by the New York State Education Department 
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BOOKS 

The Latest in 
Juvenile Reading 

On two previous occasions, in April 1979 and again in 
April 1980, The Jewish Observer reviewed the burgeoning 
field of juvenile literature for the Torah community. 
Since then, many new titles have been published which 
merit our attention. 

Feldheim Publishers deserve great credit for the var­
iety and excellence of their offerings. The Rimon series of 
paperbacked booklets includes fantasies, such as The 
Hamantash That Ran Away, by Chaiky Halpern; The 
Riddle Rhyme Book, by Yaffa Ganz, which challenges the 
reader with its queries about the Yomim Tovim; Two 
Brothers, by Judith Belsky, which retells the Rabbinic 
story of how the plot of land for the building of the Bais 
Hamikdosh was chosen; and, last but not least, a number 
of tales dealing with everyday life: Tova and Esty, 
($1.95) Tova and Esty's Purim Surprise, ($1.95), and All 
About Rivkah, ($2.50) by Judith Belsky, and Yedidiah and 
the Ethrog Tree ($2.50) by Yaffa Ganz. Like all the books 
in this series, these are beautifully illustrated, and they 
present situations with which the child can readily iden­
tify and from which he can learn such traits as helpful­
ness, perseverance, and responsibility, without being 
actually preached to. 

For Somewhat Older Readers 

For somewhat older readers, Feldheim distributes the 
story of Abba Yudan, a tale from the Midrash Rabba, with 
Hebrew and English text, very readable and attractively 
illustrated, about the importance of lzedokah (hard cover, 
$4.50). A particular welcome should be extended to the 
second volume of Our Sages Showed the Way, by 
Yocheved Segal, a collection of stories from Talmud and 
Midrash, translated into English by Esther Falk (1981, 
$7.95). As was the case with the first volume which was 
previously reviewed, the stories are arranged in units, 
such as prayers and blessings, deeds of wisdom, love of 
Torah, chesed, etc. 
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Each story is essentially true to the source from 
which it was taken, but descriptive details were added to 
make it more easily understood. The volume is beauti­
fully printed and illustrated, and children will love to 
read it! A third volume of this work is in preparation. 

For Young Readers 

The Adventures of Jeremy Levi, by Yaffa Ganz (1981, 
$3.95) will undoubtedly appeal to any boy in his early 
teens for he will easily be able to identify with the 
triumphs and mishaps of the hero, presented effectively 
from the boy's perspective. In fact, the author has done 
her job so well that we already encounter the problem 
that, in much more serious form, besets fiction writing 
for the older and adult reader; for the book to be real, life 
must be presented with all its imperfections-and it is 
very difficult indeed to avoid either moralizing about 
them or, on the other hand, appearing to accept them. 
Mrs, Ganz packs many important lessons into these 
stories, but she does not people them with angels. Jere­
my's family is "typical" and "normal" and so is his 
Yeshiva (whose principal is presented as a real ogre). 
This makes for realism but poses a challenge to the 
youthful reader to react maturely. 

Gershon Kranzler, whose tales of past and present have 
long ago become classics, required reading for every 
youngster, has written a new collection of historic sto­
ries, The Silver Matzoth (Feldheim, 1981, hardcover 
$5.95, paperback $3.95). These ten stories, in the 
author's excelleng telling, reflect the mixture of unwav­
ering piety and ever-present danger that marked Jewish 
life through the centuries, and they are sure to keep the 
reader glued to the edge of his seat. 

Turning to other publishers, note should be taken in 
particular of Dov Dov Publications, which continues to 
provide top-notch reading material. Dov Dov and the 
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Seesaw Escape and Momo's Storm by Yona Weinberg, are 
new collections of stories which will hold children's 
interest and convey Torah ideas in a manner that is 
natural and unobtrusive. I am not sure, however, that 
the rhymed form in which some of the stories are 
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KARKAINISRAEL 
Take advantage of the opportunity to purchase 
cemetery plots in Eretz Yisroel in Mifgash Shimshon 
near Yerushalayim through our newly established 
CHEVRAH OSEH CHESED OF AGUDATH ISRAEL 
Membership in the Chevra entitles one to all benef­
its which accompany the services of a Chevra Kadi­
sha and interment. When you purchase a plot from 
the Chevra Oseh Chased of Agudath Israel, you are 
supporting the many Agudist activities especially 
the Pirchei and Bnos activities as well as a Free Loan 
Fund in Israel. (212) 791-1800 

BORED ON AM'IRAR, 
THE METRO, OR 

THE "A" EXPRESS? 
TAl(E THE 

"JO"! 

The Jewish Observer 
The Jewish Train-of-Thought 

AVAILABLE AT SELECTED 
NEWSSTANDS NOW! 

presented is really preferable to straight narration. The 
illustrations, by Esky Cook, are striking and greatly add to 
the books' attractiveness (Baltimore, 1980, $2.75 each). 

For somewhat older children, in their early teens, 
Dov Dov publications offers In the Streets of Moscow 
(Baltimore, 1979, $2.50), which provides exciting read­
ing. The focus of the stories is timely, such as on Rus­
sian Jewry, and they bring us such issues as assimilation 
and Jewish identity-on the readers' level. 

A different type of publication for children is repres­
ented by the Jewish Holiday Fun Book, by Mordechai 
Mehlman and David Newman (distributed by Feldheim 
Publishers, 1980, $1.95), Produced in cooperation with 
the Jewish Education Program of Agudath Israel, this 
slim volume contains a wealth of year round holiday 
games, puzzles and crafts projects. The creative activi­
ties suggested are of different degrees of difficulty and 
include, for instance, a recipe for making Hamantashen. 
The Holiday Fun Games alone will keep children happily 
busy for a good while. 

Of Teen-Age Interest 

Yet another volume of interest to youthful readers­
in this case teenagers-is People Worth Knowing, pub­
lished in Israel by an organization seeking to provide 
English texts for Jewish students involved in learning 
English as a second language (Jerusalem, POB 5737, 
1979). The author, Moshe Kahan, has sought to provide 
reading material which combines the development of 
language skills with a worthwhile content-the presen­
tation of inspiring Jewish historical personalities. The 
first part of this volume consists of stories about Rabbi 
Eliyahu Chayim Meisel, the Rav of Lodz, while the 
second part features four remarkable personalities­
Lord George Gordon and Don Lopey Alarcon (both gerei 
lzeddek, proselytes), Menashe ben Israel, and Chacham 

nnlWi1 nnn 
K"c•?w 1;!111~tiw rnr :i;:i»• :l.,:i 

K"o•':>w :ll"l\)OlK~ i";t"l:i p 

K"o•':rw p•:l :iwo ,., pKl:"I :l"l:"I 1rirn 

FOR THE PEOPLE WHO LOOK FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN FISH 

MAKE SURE TO HAVE DAGIM 
AS YOUR YOM TOV DISH 

Fish Mish Ground White & Plke 

White Fish Steaks 
Flounder Fillets 

Sole Fillets 
Cod Fillets 

Trout 
Canned Tuna & Salmon 

Best Wishes for a il:litl i!O'J'ini il:l-'J'i:l 
DAGIM TAHORIM CO., Inc .. Brookl!:fn. New York 11104 
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Abohav (Abuab). The material presented is fascinating, 
though the language is not always easy. It is to be hoped 
that the author will follow up this volume with further 
publications of this type. 

Not for Children Only 

This survey of recent juvenile publications should 
perhaps conclude by drawing attention to a volume not 
written for children but most valuable for working with 
them: the second volume of V'shee-non-tom, by Rabbi 
Elias Schwartz, the principal of Yeshivas Toras Emes­
Kamenitz (New York, 2109-83rd St., 1981, $9.95). We 
previously reviewed the first volume which was dedi­
cated to the weekly Sidros-providing stories, inspiration 
and guidance for the family table. The present volume 
takes the same approach to the Shalosh Regalim (a third 
volume is projected for the other special occasions in the 
year). A number of units is provided for each of the 
Yomim Tovim, offering ideas, stories and halachos in an 
inspirational manner, which is reflected even in the way 

the material is arranged on the page. The Hebrew text 
of verses and Rabbinic sayings is always given, but 
translated. The range of sources is most impressive, 
from Midrashim to the latest Chassidic masters, Mussar 
teachers and thinkers like Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz 
and S.R. Hirsch, from profounder essays and memora­
ble epigrams to interesting parables and verflach-truly a 
rich source of inspiration for the family table. if 

"Excelfent ... on our recommended read­
ing list." -NY. JEWISH COMM. RELATIONS 

COUNCIL TASK FORCE ON MlSS!ONARYACT\VITY 

"Most interesting and informative." 
-CHABAD 

This book will surely stop any ralional per­
son from ever becoming a Christian. Every­
one, and especially our youth, should. 
read !his book before they ever meet a 
missionary. 

Available at most Jewish bookstores or 
direct from Hamoroh Press, P.O. Box 

48862-J Los Angeles, CA 90048 

Plead the over 1000 families in 
Israel receiving constant support 
and many more receiving special 
crisis aid. 

Monthly Grants 
Medical & Elderly Aid 

Special Holiday Grants 
Central Synagogue 

Widow & Orphans Support 
Free Loans 

Student & Kole! Stipends 
Chevra Mishnayos 

Yeshiva Tifereth Jerusalem 
Kole! Housing Network 

Hachnosas Kallah 
Keren Kayemes 

iiilJ1ii "'"i'1r.:11 ;:iL;iii "J"IJ L;i;:i L;,:1,1 J<1ii iiJ1n,, 
".11·:1,1 ""J:l.l TiJ liJ.il lOJ L;JL;i1:m ·:iolJ1 r:i Ji1Jr.l"ilL;i 

"American Jews must give Kolel America first priority as for 
their own needy." 

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein Rabbi Yaacov Kamenetsky Rabbi Shneur Kotler 
Rabbi S. Moshe Kalmanowitz Rabbi Mordechai Gifter 

Here is my High Holiday donation for the needy in Israel (as checked): 

D $500. D $250. D $120. D $50. D $36. D $25, D $18. D $ 
A Family An Orphan A Widow A Child The Elderly A Student Chai For Life Every Donation Helps 

D Please send me a FREE Rosh 
Hashanah "Food For Life" guide (or call 
(212) 871-4711 for your guide). 

KOLEL AMERICA 
The American Charity Of 

RABBI MEIR BAAL HANESS 

D Send Me A Kolel America Charity Pushka 

Name --------------------

Address ------------------

City ------------------
State------- Zip --------

132 Nassau Street• New York. N.Y. I 0038 Donations to Kolel America are tax exempt. ·-----------------------------------------------· 



I 
second looks 
at the jewish scene 

Digging for 
Roots 

Ezreil Toshavi 
The archeologists call the site 

"Area G of City of David/' and are 
digging for artifacts of the city's dis­
tant past, claiming: "The very exist­
ence of the state depends on the 
diggings." 

The Yerushalmis for generations 
have respected it. as a "bais olam 
afika"-ancient burial grounds-and 
Kvhanirn have always studiously 
walked around its environs to avoid 
the tuma (ritual contamination) that 
results from contact with remains 
of the dead. Thus, the entire gamut 
of the religious community, from 
Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren through 
the Eida Hachareidis, has protested the 
archeological excavations. 

Time Magazine archly described the 
situation as "Bones of Contention." 
But a bumper sticker sported by 
secularists may well say it all: "Our 
past is our future" -except that it 
added: "Let's dig!", often with total 
disregard for where they're digging. 

Even on the surface of it, the dis­
pute concerns more than the rights 
to excavate Area G. The secular 
community has been reacting to the 
large gains realized by the Orthodox 
bloc in the recent elections, pointing 
to the religious nature of fifty-plus 
points of the 85 point coalition ag­
reement reached by Begin's Likud 
and Agudath Israel. They choose to 
ignore that many of them serve to 

Ezrie1 T oshavi ohsert>es fhe Israeli sane for 
/he readers of The Jewish Obseruer. 
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redress inequities-such as grant­
ing yeshiva students stipends closer 
to those long being allotted to the 
university students; or that others 
grant the religious community rights 
and privileges similar to those uni­
versally accepted in all Western 
countries-such as enabling kollel 
fellows to teach Torah without los­
ing their draft exemption, or ex­
empting married women from the 
draft, or-yes-limiting archeological 
excavations where they disturb an­
cient cemeteries. In the eyes of the 
secularists, these are Orthodoxy's 
"gains" at their expense. Or they 
overlook that the tightening up of 
loopholes to further restrict dese­
cration of the Shabbos in Israel's ports 
and in the air (El Al) are not new 
areas of Orthodox control. These 
are actually part of the longstanding 
"status quo" agreement, in exist­
ence since the founding of the State, 
that recognizes Shabbos as the official 
day of rest. Yet, it strikes the hard­
core anti-dnti'im as an infringement, 
threatening to convert "a country 
ruled by law into a country ruled by 
Torah!" This particular confronta­
tion over the rights to dig, then, 
transcends the bones being dis­
turbed by these scientific inquiries. 
It happens to be the issue of con­
troversy on hand, just when the 
tension resulting from the coalition 
agreement made the atmosphere 
exceptionally volatile. 

The Basic Issue: Viewing the Past 

Yet, the basic issue dividing Tor ah 
Jew from secularist is best summed 
up by these digs. For us, too, our 
past is our future, and the particular 
way in which we view our past 

determines how we deal with its 
remains, and determines precisely the 
way in which we chart our future: 
The Torah community views itself 
as occupying a point on a continuum 
stretching from Yetzias Mitzrayim to 
Moshiach-from our emergence as a 
priestly nation upon our exodus 
from Egypt, through our thirteen 
centuries of inhabiting the Holy 
Land, on to the millenia of golus and 
wandering, forward to the ultimate 
restoration of our ancient glory as a 
priestly nation inhabiting the Holy 
Land, under the rule of Moshiach Ben 
David. While our existence as a na­
tion was less fulfilled in 10th Cen­
tury Fez, in 14th Century Granada 
or 19th Century Odessa than it was 
in David's Jerusalem, it was not less 
legitimate in these far-flung foreign 
locales than in the Holy City. As 
(apostate) poet Heinreich Heine said, 
"The Jew burned at the stake of the 
Inquisition did not perish on foreign 
turf. His feet were firmly planted on 
his national soil: the Torah." The 
remains of our ancestors, treated 
with respect, in accordance with 
Torah law that demands it, reflect­
ing the expectation that the advent 
of Techiyas Hameisim will restore life 
to tese bones-this gives us legiti­
macy. Our past, our beliefs, our 
adherence to the Tor ah' s teachings­
t hese are our future. 

New 
Lower Manhattan 

Mincha 
Minyan Guide 

• If you know of minyanim 

• If you wish to start a 
minyan ln your neigh· 

borhood 
write: 

MJNCHA MINYAN MAP 

Agudath Israel of America 
5 Beekman Street I NYC 10038 

or coif 

OR. BERNARD FRYSHMAN: 339-0289 
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The secularists, unfortunately, 
can only look back upon nineteen 
centuries of wandering as a national 
void, separating the legitimacy of 
the Second Commonwealth from 
the present-day "legitimacy" of 
Statehood. Their understanding of 
our claim to the Land of Israel may 
stem from the Torah-but not as 
sacred doctrine; only as a historical 
document, whose veracity is rein­
forced by archeological findings. 
Digs unearth artifacts of a distant 
past that prove we were a nation, 
and in the secularists' narrow, sin­
gle-dimensioned view, which totally 
sidesteps our covenant with G-d, 
furnishes them with their only claim 
to the soil of Israel. Dig they must, 
even in places where we dare not. 
For them, the violated grave is their 
insurance for their future .... For 
us, the undisturbed grave is. 

• • * 

By the time this issue is in your 
hands, this problem may well have 
been resolved. Responsible Torah 
authorities and lay leaders-headed 
by Agudath Israel spokesmen in 
Israel and America-have been ac­
tively involved in solving this prob­
lem, as well as bringing to a halt 
totally unconscionable incidents of 
police brutality that have surround­
ed it. The underlying issue, how­
ever, will be haunting us for many 
years to come. ~1'. 

THE WORLD FAMOUS 
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

,~,i'; 'lM!:I '~ii'; 
'"~1 ,Y.,?K ?K11:>1V ,, l"ninr.> 

Available at 
LEKUTEI INC. 
cl o I. Rosenberg 

10 West 47th Street, Room 702 
New York, N.Y. 10036 

(212) 719-1717 
20 Volumes on Torah, Perek, 

Medrash, Megilos and Talmud. 
Proceeds of sales distributed among 
Yeshivos and used for reprinting 

of volumes out-of-print 
PRICE $7.50 PER VOLUME 
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Answer: Heritage & Tradition 
Empire is 100o/o kosher ... for over 40 years. 
Put that in capital letters. 100% KOSHER. 

Underline it. 100°/o KOSHER. 

From [IDP.ire's own breeders where our 
scientifically bred laying hens spend contented 
days in beautiful, dormitory style laying 
houses producing only the very best eggs. 

To Empire's own hatcheries where maximum 
quality COritiruies as the eggs are pampered to 
hatch quality chicks for the kosher market. 

To ,5mpire's own feed mill. Yes, Empire Kosher 
Chickens are fed highest quality kosher diets, 
scientifically developed for maximum nutrition in 
EmP.ire's own research laboratories. 

To Empire's world famous kosher processing 
plants, all under the strict supervision of the 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of 
America@and U.S.D.A. inspectors. 

To Empire's quality conscious distributors and 
the better food stores which proudly make 
Empire Kosher foods available to you. 

It's all strictly kosher. 

100% KOSHER. Right down the line. 

What does all this mean to the thoughtful Jewish 
family and to other quality conscious 
consumers? 

It means one simple but very important thing. 
Which is this: 

When you buy an Empire Kosher Chicken, you're 
guaranteed g~g kosher chicken. 

Plump and juicy like kosher chicken should be. 
And 10Qo/,, KOSHER. 

That's Empire's Heritage and Tradition ... and 
it's the answer to your children's question. 

Be sure to buy only Empire - for the very best 
kosher chickens. Remember, Empire Kosher 
chickens make every day a holiday! 

There's nothing more to say after that, •.. 
because that's saying a mouthful, 

And a very delicious, succulent mouthful at that. 

EMPIRE KOSHER POULTRY, INC MIFFLINTOWN, PA 17059 - US A 

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-233-7177 -TELEX: 84-2538 EKP MFLT 

SORRY we musr srop sending 
THE JEWISH OBSERVER when your 
subscription runs out ... RENEW NOW t 

~~~~~~~~~~~--' 

Formerly Kosher King 

~r£~.~t'Y 
Whitehead Hali Brooklyn Colle e 
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GROWTH IN THESE 
ECONOMIC TIMES 
REFLECTS STRENGTH ... 

UMBIS 
GROWING 
STRONG! 
UMB BANK & TRUST 
COMPANY achieved excep­
tional growth for the third con­
secutive year its offices are 
open in New York. And, without 
a doubt, we're headed for another 
record breaker. Afterall, our hard work, 
innovation and strong management are the 
best guarantee for our progress. 

But, don't take our word for it-take it from the 
source. AMERICAN BANKER, the Only Daily 
Banking Newspaper, annually lists the largest 
5,000 of the 18,000 commercial banks in 
the United States. Since our opening in 
1978, our listing has risen from 2,850 to 
1,363in1979 to 783 as of December31, 1980. 

What does this mean for UMB? And You? -

In rm) UMB expects more investments, more llil~f:l~~ii~~~~llllllli profits and more success for our clients. We will 
continue to draw upon the expertise of our officers 
and our extensive international financial network 
to develop a broader range of responsive banking 
services. 

Our strong commitment to our clients' success 
has us known to many as THE BLUE RIBBON 
BANK. For quality service and strength 
in banking, you can depend on UMB. 

Head Office 
Rockefeller Center 
630 Filth Avenue 
New York, NY 10111 
212-541-8070 

Depositors Now Insured 
Up To $100,000 
Member FDIC 

A subs1d1ary of 

Empire State Branch 
350 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10118 
212-947-3611 

United Mizrahi Bank LTD .. 
Israel 

Established 1n 1923 ._"'''''~ 
Worldwide Assets 
Exceed $2 81ll1on 



....... a.iwr.. 
aho have a lollnunal 

Jewish children with 
handicaps need warm, 
loving Orthodox foster 
homes to give them a 
fair chance in life. Can 
you provide a home for a 
1pecial child In need? 
If so, don't delay because 
every aay and every child 
ii precious. Generous 
payments available. 

For lu1tlte1 inlormotion coll: 

(212) 851-6300 

OHEL 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

4423 - 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 

Zevulun on the 
Installment 

Plan 
The concept of the Yissachar­

Zevul un partnership has been writ­
ten about several times in these 
pages (i.e., "The Partnership," Jan. 
'78). Following the pattern set by 
the archetypical Zevulun, a layman 
"sails the seas of commerce" (or the 
profession of his choice) and uses 
the proceeds to support Yissachar, 
who "rejoices in his tents of Torah 
study"-accruing merit for Torah 
study on behalf of the supporter. An 
idea with a glorious history, it has 
been enjoying an inspiring revival in 
recent years. It is surely encourag­
ing to know that after an exhausting 
day in the world of material endea­
vors one can ring up an unqualified 
sale on the spiritual register for 

l)o you have any questions 
about today's Daf? 

Dial 
337-5729 

Rabbi Shmaryahu Xarelitz 
will be pleased to answer all your 

questions. 
It no answer call: 

791-1835 
a public seIVice of 

Daf Yomi Commission 
Agudath Israel of America 

BORO PARK WATCH MART 
We carry a huge assortment of ladies' and men's watches 1 clocks, ring 
and pendant watches, also Hebrew figure dials available 

COMPLETE SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
]eivelry, watch and clock repairs 

BATTERIES EXCHANGED 
We cusromize colors and rypes of figures on watch faces. 

Also watch atrachments custom fir. Factory on premises 

WE REPLACE NEW MOVEMENTS TO YOUR OLD 
14K GOLD OR GOLD FILLED WATCHES 

Open 9:30-6:30 and Sundays 
4928 New Utrecht Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 871,1112,J 

corner 5oth Street (B train 5oth St. srarion) 
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hours of limud HaTorah-deposited 
by a "Yissachar." 

Yet this course is obviously not 
open to everyone. Rare is the indi­
vidual who can support not only his 
own family but that of someone 
else, as well. Now, Reshet Sheurei 
Torah has devised a solution that 
will undoubtedly interest those who 
have nurtured a wish to be a Zevu­
lun but simply could not afford it. In 
its way, it addresses a concern the 
Chafetz Chaim often expressed for 
the small-scale wage earner with 
large-scale spiritual yearnings: 

A poor laborer once approached the Cha­
fetz Chaim for advice. He wanted fo do some 
type of gemilas chessed {kindness) with his 
funds, but had no money to spare. "Set aside 
a few kopecks every week for a revolving loan 
fund," suggested the sage of Radun. "People 
frequently need a small loan for an unantici­
pated need, which you will meet. The fund 
will grow, and so will your storehouse of 
mitzvos." 

The Reshet approach revolves 
around a public Beis Midrash it spon­
sors in the Flatbush section of 
flrooklyn, which features a small 
Kolle! of young scholars, who serve 
as a constant Torah presence and as 
"resource personnel" for the other 
frequenters of the study hall. This 
Kolle! is supported by a consortium 
of working people, who have each 
invested in Torah, so to speak, by 
purchasing a "share" in the Kolle!. 
Each shareholder is provided with a 
dozen envelopes and payment stubs 
in amounts ranging from $10 to 
$25. The check for the Kolle! be­
comes a regular expense in the same 
fashion as a mortgage or rent pay­
ment. The money goes entirely to 
the members of the Kolle!, with all 
overheard and extraordinary ex­
penses borne by Reshet Sheurei 
Torah. For a small sum, an ordinary 
wage-earner can have a personal 
share in the support of Torah and 
even directly benefit from it by 
being able to study in a beis midrash 
with a built-in Kol Torah. 

We live in an era of technological 
innovation and clerical streamlining. 
It is heartening to note that spiritual 
innovation has not been forgotten 
in the process. t.T 
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THE 
CROWN HEIGHTS 

JEWISH 
COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL 

Conducts a relocation project of senior 
citizens from areas in decline. Help save 
our elderly from a horrible existence. Our 
elderly poor living in neighborhoods which 
have declined, East Flatbush, Bedford­
Stuyvesant, Brownsville, and East New 
York, are being deprived of Jewish culture, 
Jewish religion and are not receiving social 
services. There are no Jewish clergy in the 
entire area. These unfortunates are bereft 
of all services! 

HELP US SA VE THEM!! 
HELP US HELP THEM!! 

"Al Tashlicheinu Le'as Ziknoh" 
Send your contributions to: 

The Crown Heights 
Jewish Community Council 
1695 President Street, Brooklyn, NY 11213 

This is truly a Mitzvoh of "Pidyon Sh'vu­
yim." Many of our elderly poor are living in 
horrendous circumstances. We want to 
make their twilight years comfortable in a 
peaceful and harmonious environment. 
We want to bring services to them. Help us 
save and assist our own elderly. All contri­
butions to the Crown Heights Jewish Com­
munity Council are tax deductible. 
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For more information call: 
Rabbi Yisroel Rosenfeld 

467-0166 

£et your children read, en~ 
and absorb the teachings of Chazal 

. 
1n 

OUR SAGES SHOWED 
THE WAY 

Volume Two 
Here is the English translation of the second 
volume of Ko Asu Chachameinu - Yocheved 
Segal's classic collection of midreshei 
aggadah, retold especially for children. The 
Hebrew version is a best-selling favorite in 
Israel, where it has found its way into 
thousands of religious homes, schools and 
libraries. The English translation of the first 
volume met with widespread approval, and a 
second edition will soon be ready for 
publication. $7 .95 

FeldheinJ Books O 
new 48 page tl!usrrated catalog a var/able free on request rn 
p /eldl1e/fn inc 96 e b way "y 10002 tel (212} 925 3180 ~J 



Meir Wikler 

11 A UNIQUE TRAVELERS' INSURANCE" 
"What's that red light flashing on 

the dashboard?" 
"Oh, that's just the temperature 

light," I answer with false reassu­
rance. "But I think I'd better pull off 
the highway for a minute, anyway." 

Steam billows from the hood. 
Quickly, off onto the shoulder. Grab 
the kids from the car. Open the 
hood. Steam coming from every­
where. 

"]think we're going to be here for 
a while." The steam dies down. The 
culprit is found. A leak in the water 
hose. 

"What does that mean?" 
"It means we either have to walk 5 

miles in this heat back to the last gas 
station or walk who knows how far 
ahead. But even once we get to a gas 
station, we'll never find a mechanic 
on duty on a Sunday!" 

"Funny how we just finished say­
ing Tefilas Haderech (Traveler's Pray­
er)." 

"Well, I suppose this could have 
happened 10 miles away from that 
gas station, too." 

We sit down to contemplate alter­
natives and ruminate over what we 
should have or could have done 
differently. 

"Do you think anyone will stop to 
help us?" 

"Would we stop for anyone? Now­
adays everyone is so scared of 
strangers that they don't even pause 
to consider stopping." 

"We would stop if we saw frum 
people in trouble." 

"Yes, I suppose we would." 
"Look! Someone's stopping to help 
I" us. 

Meir Wikler, A.C.S. W .. is in J'ri1v1ii' prMlia of 
i11dividull/, mnrital and family rnunsl'ling. f-fr lil'rs i11 

Bro,iklyn. N.Y. 

Lb1fvrfu1111/fly, the nu/hor h11s had to avail himw[f 
of this rrnique lrrwrlrrs' i11.rnrm!fe m1 many r1rrnssil!11s, 
un1frr rircumslances more unusual than /lie 0111'5 pr6" 

l'nln{ here. 

It practically goes without saying 
that the two yeshiva bachurim who 
stopped thoroughly examined the 
difficulty. They agreed that a me­
chanic was needed and offered to 
push our car on the highway to the 
nearest exit. It is also probably no 
surprise that they continued to push 
us through many side streets look­
ing for an open gas station and suc­
ceeded only in finding an open body 
shop. There we got some tape for 
the hose and water for the radiator. 

"How far do you think I'll be able 
to get like this?" I asked, trying to 
hide my apprehensions. 

"Don't worry, we'll drive behind 
you until you get to a mechanic." 

About ten miles later, I pulled into 

an open gas station with a mechanic 
on duty. 

"I don't know how to thank you 
both!" 

"Forget it," one of the bachurim 
said, looking away with embarrass­
ment. Although the setting sun and 
cloud of smoke were missing, they 
drove away before we could find out 
anything about them. All in all, they 
gave us about two hours of their 
time and satied us more than twice as 
much time, a good deal of money 
and immeasurable agrnns nefesh 
(anguish). In some ways their gen­
erosity was incredible. In other ways, 
it was almost expected. 

"You know," I said once we were 
safely back on the highway, "we 
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religious Jews belong to a pretty 
exclusive club. We have members all 
over the world, in every major city. 
Most members wear an easily rec­
ognizable uniform and can be spot­
ted even from a speeding car. 

club members are not favorably re­
ceived by the local residents, wear­
ing the uniform can be a disadvan­
tage. I, for one, have received en­
tirely unsolicited verbal and, at 
times, physical abuse from the more 
uninhibited non-members. It was 
obvious that I was the target of this 

"Of course, if you happen to be 
traveling through an area in which 
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Kosher wine 
needritbe~ 

just special w 
~· ' -~ 

And special means Kedem, Premium wines from the 
classic vineyards of France, Italy, Spain and the U, S, 

All specially selected for the finesse and character 
that lingers happily on your palate, Kosher, of course. 

l(EttlcM® 
FOR A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR 

KEDEM WINE CO, NEW YORK, N.Y. 

abuse for no other reason than my 
having worn the club uniform. 

"In spite of these liabilities, wear­
ing the uniform provides club mem­
bers with numerous advantages, 
such as a unique form of travelers' 
insurance. If your car breaks dovvn 
or if you have any other kind of 
travel problem, for that matter, just 
stand in clear view and do not hide 
your distress. If you are wearing the 
uniform, the first club member who 
passes will offer you advice, direc­
tions or assistance of food, lodging 
and at times even monetary loans. 
Although I'm not in the insurance 
business, I don't imagine you could 
ever buy that kind of world wide 
travelers' insurance coverage. We're 
really very fortunate to be mem­
bers." 

"Meir, look. I think I saw [rum 
people in that car we just passed. 
Maybe we should stop and try to 
help them." 

"Shn!tim Aleichem." 
"Aleichem Shalom." 
"What seems to be the trouble?" 
"I think my radiator overheated." 
"Funny, the same thing happened 

to me a few hours ago. This weather 
has been overheating a lot of cars, 
today. Wait until your radiator cools 
off. I'll give you some water and 
we'll see if thnf gets you going. . ." "T 

Pincus Mandel 
Cemetery Consultant 

Representative of Chevros 
Kadisha of Jerusalem 

with karka available on Har Ha· 
zaitim, Har Hamnuchot and 
Sanhedria. Karka also obtain· 
able on all other Community· 
owned Cemeteries in Eretz Yis­
rael, controlled and maintained 
by the Chevra Kadisha of the 
Community. 

1569 47th Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
Day and Night Phone 

(212) 855-5121 

Honesty - Integrity -
Responsibility 

Over 25 Years of Dedicated Service to 
the Orthodox Jewish Community 



Update on a Memo 
During the preparatory stages of 

the World Gathering of Holocaust 
Survivors convened this past June in 
Jerusalem, the publicity and the pro­
jected program were faulted for lack 
of religious content and for their 

gimmicky tone (See "Memo," Dec. 
'80). When the gathering took place, 
however, the mood was sober, even 
somber, and while the media focused 
on the human interest aspects of 
joyous reunions and tragic disap­
pointments, there was a thread of 
religious awareness throughout 
most of the proceedings. 

One truly exceptional session was 
dedicated to the yeshiva communi­
ties that had been destroyed by the 
Nazis, and were subsequently re­
built. This was a tour, which in­
cluded the Jerusalem based yeshivos 
of Ger, Belz, and Slobodka, begin­
ning at the campus of Ohr Soma­
yach, an institution that carries the 
name of the magnun1 opus of Rabbi 
Meir Simcha HaKohein, the Rav of 
the destroyed Latvian community 
of Dvinsk. Reports from some of 

Kosher Poultry 
WHALADATHJESHURUN 
Washington Heights, N,Y, 

Available from Butchers under Kehillo Supervision 

ADAS POUL TRY 
212 ·253· 7733 

The Jewish Observer I September, 19111 

the several hundred participants 
who attended this session (strangely 
enough, it was held concurrently 
with a visit to selected kibbutzim) 
recounted how all were visibly 
moved by the proceedings: the 
speeches in Yiddish and English that 
described the glory of yeshivos when 
they flowered, as in their martyr­
dom ... the Mishua learned in honor 
of the Six Million by a young man­
child of resistance fighters, grand­
son of kedoshim who were killed, stu­
dent of Ohr Somayach ... "The Keil 
Molei Rachan1im" chanted in tradi­
tional tones, ... and then when all 
present-rabbis, students, and sur­
vivors-linked arms and sang "/l11i 
Maamin" together: the living testim­
ony of emunn, echoing the defiant 
song of faith that others had sung 
on the threshold of their martyr­
dom forty years ago, ringing with 
promise for the future. 

This particular phase of the Sur­
vivors' Assembly may not have cir­
cled the globe on the ten o'clock 
news, but it did link together uesha­
nios in a fast, spiritual bond. ~1'. 

Notice to our Israeli Subscrib· 
ers: Kindly inform us of your zip 
code to insure prompt delivery; 
without it you may have to wait 
longer for your copy of 

The Jewish Observer. 

Overseas Subscribers to 
The Jewish Observer: 

An airmail subscription will 
bring you your copy of The 
Jewish Observer within a 
week of publication (subject 
to local delivery conditions) 
@ $30 per year for 10 issues. 

Send your check to The 
Jewish Observer/5 Beekman 
Street/NYC 10038. 

All subscriptions to Israel 
are being transported via air­
freight at the total cost of $16 
per year to each subscriber. 
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Breakfast at 9:00, Wall St. at ll:UU, 
Uptown at 2:00 ... 

PRAISE 
FROM RABBI 

MOSES FEINSTEIN_ 

CHODlSH NISAN 
ROSH NlSANI APR. S 
SUNDAY, 1 

"I wish you success with 
Luach Limud, which serves the /V{til'~i-11><,· .. i.<c!U_•c<I'-· 

very important purpose of elevating '"'" ___ _ 
Torah learning and making it 

available to laymen. Educators 
can also use this great 

innovation to teach Mishnah 
to their students, and 

encourage its transmittal 

-- ---- ----

to parents at 
home." ACCLAIM 

FROM RABBI 
--.. __ _,,JOSEPH B. SOLOVEITCHIK. .. 

"Any pro1ect which furthers 
the study of Torah and 

makes it more accessible 
is of enormous value~ 

I believe that the 
Luach Limud Torah Diary 

of the Orthodox Union 
is an innovative and worthwhile 

13 14'1~ 

·,, ~: ··-;~ ~. ~; 

endeavor. My best wishes l, '""''1;.r.i~ ,~1 .,Q~ 
for your continued ir,11s ,,11Jtt.,-7ll::1'P,~., \,.,,u?r:n •::1"'.L ; 

success." •"1'1'"1'.11 .n~:ly kissed him on rus ~ea ' 
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acknowle~ge and did not mean to ;e~ of ht~ office to 
scholarship, f d 10 assert the po y- ) 
way, he was orce the people (Tif- is. 
avoid a Tift among 
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Letters to the Editor 
tuition from the prior $400 level to 
$650 (still well below the $900 aver­
age, at that time, of the Miami Heb­
rew Academy of Rabbi Alexander S. 
Gross 'l"ll to whom this JO article 
was dedicated). 

Sweating Out Tuition Payments 

To the Editor: 
Again, I admire your courage in 

tackling one of the stickiest issues of 
our Jewish times: teacher salaries in 
our yeshivos and day schools. In 
"The Vanishing Yeshiva Rebbe" 
(April: 81), Rabbi Zev Schostak ar­
ticulated the problem with clarity 
and acumen. His solutions, how­
ever, skirted the central problem, 
branding it as insurmountable. The 
central problem, in a letter written 
to the JO by the venerable Rebbet­
zin Shani Perr, is "pay." Rabbi 
Schostak ducked the issue, declar­
ing, "To dramatically increase teach­
ers' salaries and substantially imp­
rove their benefits, would strain 
most yeshiva budgets beyond the 
breaking point." 

Rabbi Schostak has it backwards. 
The budget would be strained only 
because those who create it refuse 
to pay the rebbea decent salary. Even 
if a parent cannot recite the Hebrew 
alphabet properly, somehow he 
knows the ha/acha that a rebbe must 
not earn a salary directly for teach­
ing. Schostak goes on to say, "In a 
society that measures success in 
materialistic terms ... yeshiva edu­
cation ... is not valued for its true 
worth." Again backwards. Because 
the society measures success mate­
rialistically, how can you expect it to 
respect a shlimazzel making $15,000 
a year to support his wife and chil­
dren, when most any seminary girl 
can take a computer course and 
make $20,000 to start? (Rabbi 
Schostak's facts and figures) 

Most parents do have the finan­
cial capability to pay double and tri­
ple the tuition they presently pay 
($40 to $50 per month is the per­
child average in many Brooklyn ye-

The ]t111ish ()/1scn'rr I Seplcm/icr, 1981 

shivos). They are taking advantage 
of the situation, and are being per­
mitted to do so by several principals, 
whose main goal in education is 
competition for the most beautiful 
building with the highest enroll­
ment. 

If I may offer my own humble 
solution, it would not be to consult 
with the Gedolim in order to press the 
teacher's nose even harder to the 
grindstone, by making him work 
even longer hours, as Rabbi Schos­
tak suggests. (A good teacher pre­
pares a full hour for every hour that 
he/she teaches, already qualifying 
him/her as a "full-time teacher," 
even though actual classroom hours 
may end at 1:00 PM.) It would be to 
enlist the Gedo/im's help in setting a 
minimum tuition that all yeshivos 
must charge, well above the present 
level. 

This solution is not only feasible, 
but it is practiced all over the United 
States, in communities where the 
"tuition bargains" of New York are 
unavailable. 

In Miami, in 1974, Mr. Daniel 
Retter, serving as chairman of Lu­
bavitcher day school's tuition com­
mittee, raised the average annual 

One of the methods he used was 
that of inspecting individual utility 
bills. If a parent came in complaining 
that he couldn't pay the tuition, cit­
ing his $150 monthly electric bill, 
Danny assumed the opposite. He 
related to me the story of one parent 
who had said he just couldn't come 
up with the money. Upon seeing the 
$25 monthly electric bill, he asked 
the parent, "How do you do it?"­
without air conditioning that is. He 
answered, "We sweat." To this par­
ent, tuition relief was granted. 

A close friend (originally from Lo~ 
Angeles) remembers his parents tell­
ing him that he had better study his 
homework, because even though 
the tuition ($80 per child per month 
in 1966) caused financial hardship, it 
was worth the sacrifice if he got the 
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most from his yeshiva education. 
Rabbi Schostak's closing state­

ment is absolutely correct, "In the 
final analysis, it is simply a matter of 
our own values and priorities." The 
question put more concretely is, 
"cleaning ladies, vacations and new 
cars or ... our children's education?" 

ELCHONON NAKDIMEN 
Brooklyn, NY 

A boy of a family of 10 souls 
was hit by a truck. Shomer 
Shabbos driver was not in­
sured. Boy lost speech, is in 
wheel chair, mother dep­
ressed. Need is great. Kindly 
issue tax deductible check to 
Bikur Cho/im Inc. and mail to: 

RABBI AVROHOM 
BLUMENKRANTZ 

814 Caffrey Ave. 
Far Rockaway, N.Y. 11691 

HOME 
ATTENDANTS 

needed for 

HOUSEKEEPING AND 
PERSONAL CARE 

for the 

DISABLED AND 
HOMEBOUND 

good pay and benefits 
Boro Park, Bensonhurst and 

Flatbush Area 
lull-time live in positions only 

Project OHR Inc. 
(Office for Homecare Referral) 
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Brooklyn. NY 11218 

853-2700 

The Vanishing Children 

To the Editor: 
Your cover for the Nissan/ April 

issue was impressive, dramatically 
portraying "The Vanishing Yeshiva 
Rebbe" in fading tones. 

However, the same fading tones 
gave an impression of yeshiva chil­
dren also vanishing. This, to be sure, 
was not intended, as the facts are 
thankfully to the contrary. 

Reply: 

ELKANAH SCHWARTZ 
Brooklyn, NY 

When the Rebbe vanishes from 
the classroom, the children seldom 
remain behind. 

EDITOR 

Photocards of 
Gedolei Yisroel 

35 glossy, postcard size 
(3:1,'' x SY,") portraits of 

Gedolei Yisroel 
for your set, send $4 
to: Photocards 
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5 Beekman Street 
NYC 10038 

e•sHEllV • • . . . . .... . . . . 
lADG 

. . = . . . . . . 
E 

. . . . 
orchestra : . : . ...... - 438-3402 

.... - . . 

The Total Picture, Updated 

To the Editor: 
The comprehensive discussion of 

"The Vanishing Yesiva Rebbe" is 
really part of a very complex social 
condition. The enclosed letter 
(printed below-editor) which was 
sent to its parent body by Yeshiva 
and Mesivta Torah Temimah of 
Brooklyn, seems to sum it up. I offer 
it to your readers as food for 
thought. 

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 

(The text of the Yeshivn's letter follows:) 

Dear Parent: 
The purpose of this letter is to share 

some thoughts with you, thoughts that 
send cold shivers down our spine and 
more than once wake us up in the mid­
dle of the night. 

There is a new Administration in 
Washington that is changing the direc­
tion of America. Government spending, 
deficits, taxes, even inflation are going 
down. Confidence and self-reliance are 
going up. Maybe America is truly on the 
way back to moral, economic and mil­
itary health. We all hope so. 

But the cure was never advertised as 
painless. Indeed, it will hurt lots of peo­
ple. High on the list of the victims are 
yeshivas, talmidim and parents. Here 
are just a few examples: subsidies to our 
lunch and milk programs are being 
drastically cut, aid to Beis Medrosh stu­
dents is being sharply restricted, public 
service jobs that indirectly helped many 
yeshivas are being eliminated. 

This comes at a time when the finan­
cial health of Yeshivas and their attrac­
tiveness to our finest young teaching 
talents has been declining. Examples: 

-Beginning computer programmers 
with 6 months of training earn $350-
400 a week-more than most veteran 
mechanchim ... How much idealism 
can we demand from brilliant talmidei 
chachomim with families to feed? 

-We placed an expensive want ad for 
general studies teachers in a recent 
Sunday Times-and received not a sin­
gle response! 

-Some of the most brilliant people 
in the field have deserted Chinuch in 
recent years because there is a limit to 
how much financial sacrifice they can 
endure. 

The list goes on and on. Believe us, 
we are frightened for the world of 
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Torah institutions. We are deeply con­
cerned for the crisis the Jewish com­
munity will face in the months and 
years to come. 

Must this happen? 
We think not. We seen": a prosperous 

Torah community around us. We see 
summer camps and bungalow colonies 
filled to the bursting point despite in­
creasing fees. We see every Jewish 
neighborhood supporting expensive 
specialty shops. We see clothing, cars, 
furniture, home decorating and renova­
tion that make a mosaic of prosperity 
and a willingness to show it. 

Can the community truly not afford 
to maintain its yeshivos and Bais 
Yaakovs? 

There is no question that a poor fam­
ily must and will get substantial scho­
larship help. But what about the rest of 
us? 

There are families that spend more 
on a child's summer vacation than on 
his yeshiva Chinuch. There is a grow­
ing trend to consider it a necessity that 
parents take a winter as well as a 
summer vacation trip. There is a lop­
sided order of priority that puts the cost 
of Chinuch close to the bottom of the 
list. 

And there is a disturbing trend in the 
general community that the responsi­
bility to pay for Chinuch is the respon­
sibility only of parents and yeshiva ad­
ministrators. We think that there is a 
growing need to educate our neighbors 
and fellow mispalleJim to recognize 
that Chinuch is their responsibility as 
well as ours .... 

YESHIVA & MESIVTA TORAH TEMIMAH 

Corrections on Elections and 
Archives 

To the Editor: 
Your Iyar-Sivan 5741 issue was 

excellent, as usual, but please allow 
me to point out a couple of minor 
corrections which I believe your 
readers should be made aware of. 

The article trying to encourage 
people to vote for Agudath Israel in 
the Israeli elections mistakenly 
states "the situation is far from 
beneficial." In fact, the four-part 
article articulates the benefits to 
Yiddishkeit that accrue from even 
the limited Agudah representation, 
supplemented by that of the other 
religious parties. What the author 
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might have stated would have been 
that the situation if far from ideal. 
The statement he made could have 
the opposite effect from that in­
tended. It could discourage people 
from voting. 

The article on Agudah's archives 
refers to "Dr. Herbert Goldstein," 
7"lt. If you're already talking about 
history, the least your readers should 
know is that Rabbi Herbert S. Gold­
stein, above and beyond his other 
degrees, had smicha from Rabbi S. E. 
Jaffee, a long-time president of the 
Agudas Harabonim, and Rabbi Gold­
stein was the president of an Agudah 
sub-organization called the Keren 
Hayishuv. The archives don't have 
"the" papers of Rabbi Goldstein, but 
many of his papers from the archives 
of the West Side Institutional Syn­
agogue. This writer, as a grandson, 
has many other papers of Rabbi 
Goldstein, and is about to publish a 
book on them. For further infor­
mation-about Rabbi Goldstein or 
my book-readers may contact me 
at 1757 East 10th Street, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 11223 (212)339-4550. 

AARON I. REICHEL, ESQ. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

More Notes on "Maggiddim" 

To the Editor, 
As usual I enjoyed reading Chaim 

Shapiro's article on Maggiddim, in the 
April issue of the JO. 

I want to make several points in 
relation to Shapiro's article. On p. 26 
Shapiro writes that only Vilna had a 
salaried permanent Mnggid. In fact, 
several other large cities also had 

permanent Maggiddim. Kovna had a 
permanent Maggid in the twentieth 
century. The last Rav to hold this 
post was Rabbi Chaim Mast. Mast 
was killed inthe Kovner Ghetto in 
1944. In 1943 he was maspid the last 
Kovner Rav, Abraham Kahane­
Shapiro after his death in the Kov­
ner Ghetto. (See "Ch urban Lita" by 
Rabbi E. Oshry. N.Y.: 1951.) Lon­
don, too, had a permanent Maggid 
for many years. In 1894, the Federa­
tion of Synagogues with the sane-

Traditional 
Premium 

Quality 
Kosher 

for Over 3 
Generations 

Accepted and Preferred 
worldwide without 

reservation 
The Most Trusted 

Name in Kosher 
Poultry and Foods 

Agudath Israel World Organization, Publications Department, is 
pleased to announce that it has a limited amount of M.J. Gleicher's 
book, 

"FROM AMSTERDAM TO JERUSALEM" On Yiddioh) 

(the biography of Dr. Jacob DeHan.) 

PRICE: $]0.00 

Send your order to Agudath Israel World Organization, Room #925, 
5 Beekman Street, New York, NY 10038. 
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"I don't like to complain, but they said they won't 
carry my sizes even though they've expanded-Oh 
My! They have such lovely things ••. " 

• Our selection 
is extraordinary 

• Fashion and quality 

• And you really 
can't beat our prices. 

Infant through preteen fashions. It really pays to travel from almost 
anywhere to the most unique and largest selection. Many unbelievable, 
unprintable specials. 

The best deal in complete layettes. One of the largest layette centers in 
Brooklyn. Plus we'll give you a special baby gift you'll be excited with. 

We ship anywhere in the U.S.A. 

UTILE PRINCESS 
Complete coordinated layettes 
Boys and infants-Toddler 4 
Girls-Infants-Size 14 
825 Kings Highway 
{corner E.ast 9 Street) 
33&6469-0pen Sundays 
Hours: Sunday thru Thursday 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday-10:00-2:00 

PRINCESS II 
Just about everything for the 
fashionable young junior preteen 
ln a separate store of their own. 
1840 East 7th Street 
(just off Kings Highway) 
Sunday: l 0 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mon.·Thurs. 
3:00 p.m.·7:00 p.m. 
375'6500 37&2431 

~---·--------- -----------------~ 
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There are 64 hotels in Jerusalem. But there is only 1 hotel in 
Jerusalem that is Shomer Shabbat publicly and privately, 
and serves exclusively non-frozen, Glatt Kosher meat. 

Visit Israel now and stay at the 

Central Hotel 
6 Pines Street, Jerusalem J 

___ T_e_l_:_0_2_-_22_3_1_1_1_T_e_l_e_x_:_2_6_15_7_/_C_ab_l_e-s:_C_E_N--TO_T_E_L ---

lion of the Chief Rabbi, Dr. Adler, 
appointed the famed Kamenitzer 
Maggid, Rabbi Chaim Zundel Mac­
coby as its permanent Maggid. He 
retained this post until his death in 
1916. (See "Champions of Orthod­
oxy," by J. Jung. London: 1974, p. 
50.) 

It is also worthwhile to point out 
that among the men who served as 
Vilner Maggid were several world 
famous gedolim. Rabbi Jacob Joseph 
(Charif) served as Vilner Maggid 
from 1883-1888. In 1888 he became 
the first and only Chief Rabbi of 
New York City, a position he held 
until his death in 1902. Rabbi Joseph 
was one of Rabbi Israel Salanter's 
leading talmidim. In 1889, the Vilna 
community appointed as his succes­
sor to the post of Maggid, Rabbi Hirsh 
Rabinowitz, son of the Gaon Hador, 
Rabbi Yitzchak Elchonon Spector, 
the Rav of Kovna. Rabbi Rabinowitz 
served as Yilner Maggid until his 
father's death in 1986, when he was 
elected by the Kovna community to 
succeed his father as Rav of Kovna. 

Finally, I would like to identify the 
man in military uniform sitting next 
to the Vilner Maggid in the photo­
graph on p. 26 of the JO. He was 
Rabbi Dr. Sali Lewi of Breslau who 
served as a Feldrabbiner (military 
chaplain) with the German Army, 
which occupied Vilna for a time, 
during World War I. 

ZALMAN ALPERT 
New Haven, Connecticut 

'Cite "'? 

world-/ampus 
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Contad: M. S. SPIEGEL 
90 Eldridg• Strffl, N•w York City 10001 

226-4331 
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A truly 
distinguished 
scholar, thinker, 
writer and 
leader, the scion 
of a line of 
famous rabbis, 
Rabbi Elie 
Munk, ?"! 
gathered "sparks 
of truth" into 
a body of 
1ntcrpretat1on 

that combines classic commentary with kabha­
listic insight. 
The Call of the Torah is much more than an 
"anthology of interpretations," as Rabbi Munk 
modestly describes his work. He has woven 
them into a unified, consistent commentary 
rather than a sampling of many voices. 
A man of his maturity, experience, and intense 
self-sacrifice for the sake of the Torah achieves 
insights beyond the scope of others, and such 
insights are replete in this work. At times the 

1 a sound sacisfyingpeimsh, 
an integrated anthology 

of commentary 
on the whole Sejer Bereishith 
in 2 matchless volumes 

author combines his knowledge of Talmud and 
commentaries with his personal experience to 

understand a Scriptural passage particularly 
relevant to our times. 
The book is distinguished as well for its 
attractive format, careful editing, and clarity of 
expression. The reader cannot help but be 
grateful to an author and publisher who show 
respect for the language as well as the subject 
matter. I Rahbi Nosson Sberrnan, in the Jewish Press 

iV1agazinc, i\'oren1ber 14, 1980 (adapted) 

With the churnash-the famed Koren Hebrew text-and a new translation 
based on Rashi *The full Scjer B'rcishitb /Book of c;enesis * 2 volumes 

1096 pages I hardcover $22.50 /paperback $16.50 

Available at your local Jewish bookstore 
Ask }Or our free illustrated feldhelm Catalog 

TORAH LITERATURE OF QUAL11Y 

• • • 

Climb the seventh rung 
"There are eight rungs in the ladder of Tzed­
daka . ... The seventh is when both the donor 

The breadwinner of a large, respectable 
family, with a number of young children has 
been totally incapacitated. Permanently. They 
are in dire need of financial help-but we cannot 
publicize the name of the family nor reveal the 
source of any help. 

and the recipient are unaware of the other's 
identity." -Rambam 

Believe us-it's a worthy cause and a most 
fitting source of merit during these Days of 
Judgement. 

Your generosity will be most appreciated. 
Make checks payable to: Cong. Keren Orah­

Special Special Fund (tax deductible). 

Rabbi Shmuel Dishon Rabbi Nisson Wolpin 
Endorsed by HaRav HaGaon Reb Yaakov Kamenetsky K"t:i•?iu 

Mail your contributions to: 
Jewish Observer, Box 18, 5 Beekman St., New York, N.Y. 10038 
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I 
at the 
RYE TOWN HILTON 

699 Westchester Avenue Port Chester, New York Town of Rye 

Garden Weddings 
Bar Mi1zvah Weekends 

Magnificent Country Setting 

Call Your Hilton Reservation Service - Group Center. Ivan Brent 

(914) 939-6300 ][ Director of Catering 
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Agudath Israel Tells U.N.: 
Jews Untied on Security Issues 

United Nations, New York-"Jews the 
world over remain united in their concern for 
the security of Israel and the welfare of Jews 
in lands of peril, despite any ideological issues 
which divide them," was the central theme of 
a leadership mission of Agudath Israel of 
America at United Nations headquarters in 
New York on Wednesday (September 9th}. 
The tone for the unprecedented dialogue ses­
sion of Orthodox Jewish leaders with U.N. 
officials was set by Rabbi Moshe Sherer, pres­
ident of Agudath Israel of American and 
chairman of the Agudath Israel World Or­
ganization, who introduced the 125 Orthodox 
Jewish leaders from ten states to Secretary 
General Kurt Waldheim and other U.N. 
officers. He said the goal of the mission was 
"to see and be seen, and to hear and be hean::L" 

Rabbi Sherer said that Agudath Israel's 
"intensive involvement on behalf of Jews 
internationally made the dialogue with U.N. 
officials essential, especially since the views 
of Orthodox Jews are so often misunder­
stood." He told the U.N. officials: "Please do 
not misinterpret the fact that Agudath Israel 
has basic ideological disagreements with the 
Israeli government; on the safety and secur­
ity of Israel, we are united and speak with one 
voice with all of the Jewish people." 

Speaking to the group in the United Na­
tion's Economic and Social Council chamber, 
the Secretary General recognized Agudath 
Israel's 33 year membership as a non-gov­
ernmental member of the international body. 
The Secretary's discussion of U.N. successes 
in human rights was also challenged by the 
Agudath Israel delegation. One delegate 
called U.N. rhetoric "pure anti-Semitism," 
while another asked why no U.N. commision 
was ever appointed to investigate the plight 
of Jews in Soviet Russia and in Arab lands. 

"One-Sided Justice" 

In the continued exchange between Wald­
heim and the Orthodox Jewish group, the 
Secretary General said that the "anti-Semi­
tism in the U.N. reflects its existence on the 
world scene." The Agudath Israel leaders par­
ticularly criticized the "one-sided" justice 
meted out by the U.N. Mr. Waldheim was 
accompanied by both undersecretaries: Wil­
liam Buffum, for General Assembly Affairs, 
and Brian Urquhart, for special Political Af­
fairs, who discussed U.N. Middle East policy 
later in the morning. 

Joining in the criticism of the U .N. w,1s 
Ambassador Charles M. Lichenstein, the 
alternate U.S. representative, who said that 
the world body "instead of putting out fires, 
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' often helps fuel them." Representing Ambas­
sador Jeane Kirkpatrick who participated in 
the Washington talks with Prime Minister 
Begin, Lichenstein spoke of the "special 
friendship between the U.S. and Israel." 

Background information on religious Jewry 
and the U.N. was presented by Agudath 
Israel's representative in the U .N. since 1948 
and presidium member of the Agudath Israel 
World Organization, Dr. Isaac Lewin. Se(re­
tary Urquhart briefed the group on Middle 
East issues. In the question and answer ses­
sion that followed, several Agudath Israel 
representatives ch a!lenged the" t"ff ectiveness 
of the U .N. peace forces." Their inability to 
halt P.L.O. infiltration in Southern Lebanon 
was cited as an example of their ineptness. 

Urquhart defended accusations that the 
U .N. Secretariat was selective in the issues it 
chooses to raise, while hiding behind so­
called U .N. resolutions to support its prejudi­
ces. He also rejected contentions that the 
Secretariat was not "evenhanded" in its Mid­
dle East policies. 

Ambassador Blum 
Attacks Anti-Semitic U.N. 

Israel's permanent representative, Profes­
sor Yehuda Blum, called U.N. headquarters 
"the building of anti-Semitism," citing exam­
ples of blatant anti-Semitism in recent Gen­
era! Assembly debates. The Israeli diplomat 
said:" After the Holocaust, it still isn't 'in' to 
attack the Jew so instead it is 'Zionism,' but 
they mean Jews." 

Ambassador Blum, in unleashing his bitter 

attack against the world body, said American 
Jews "can help by being informed and by rais­
ing their voices because the U.N. is concerned 
with world public opinion." 

In a luncheon address, Egyptian Ambassa­
dor Ahmed Esmat Abdel Meguid praised "the 
new lenient measures towards Arabs on the 
West Bank initiated by Defense Minister 
Ariel Sharon, who is a hawk." 

A warning to the U.N. against ,1ny action to 
impose sanctions against Israel or to remove 
its credentials was sounded by Carl Gersh­
man, Counselor to the U.S. Ambassador to 
the U.N. He said: "If there is an effort to expel 
Israel from UNESCO, the U.S. will take spe­
cific action, including reconsideration of our 
participation in the U.N." Gershman also 
pledged that the U.S. would not ta!k to the 
P.L.O. "as long as it is bent on the destruction 
of Israel." 

Much of the dialogue with the U.S. Mis­
sion to the U.N. dealt with human rights 
issues. "The treatment of Soviet Jews remains 
high on the U.S. agenda at meetings of the 
U.N. Human Rights Commission," Mr. 
Gershman said. He said that the U.S. would 
continue to raise the conditions of Jews in 
other ],1nds at various forums of the world 
body. 

The Agudath Israel leadership noted the 
presence of Canadian Jew'1sh philanthropist, 
Joseph Tanenbaum of Toronto, and pres­
ented him with a special "Torah Builders 
Award" for establishing for Agudath Israel 
"The Joseph and Faye Tanenbaum Institute 
on Jewish Education and Government Af­
fairs." 

49 

\ 
j 

I 
I 



Agudath Israel Convention to Air Orthodox Gains in Israel 
The coalition agreement between Agu­

dath Israel in Israel and Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin's Likud party, which is cer­
tain to result in the upgrading of Tor ah life in 
Israel, will be the subject of a major session at 
the forthcoming 59th National Convention 
of Agudath Israel of America, which will 
take place over November 26th-29th at the 
Rye Town Hilton in Portchester, New York. 
The session will include a review of the gains 
made by the religious yishuu in Israel during 
the last four years and will lay out the scena­
rio for further protection of the rights of the 
Orthodox Jewish community in Israel dur­
ing the next few years. There will also be a 
presentation on the manner in which Agu­
dath Israel will continue to fight against 
infringements on religious rights, such as 
the City of David archeological excavations 
and incidents of police brutality. 

The Agudath Israel statement continued: 
"The coalition agreement will have far reach­
ing implications for Tor ah education in Eretz 
Israel. It calls for the upgrading of govern­
mental subsidies to yeshiva students as well 
as general increased funding for yeashivos. 
The agreement also addresses questions re­
lating to the desecration of the Shabbos 
which has been the source of so much pain 

so 

Machon TORAH MEIRAH 
17, TEWKESBURY DRIVE 
PRESTWICH, MANCHESTER 
ENGLAND 

Works by Rabbi Meri Meiri 
(Feuerwerger), 'i":tT 

CHUMASCH TORAH MEIRAH: 
By Rabbi Meri Meiri 
3 Vols. 1'(1•1, i'i i'i, nJ, rt"UKi~ 
$20 plus pkg. 

Comprehensive compilation of 
Classical commentaries on each word 
and sentence of the Pentateuch, an 
Encyclopaedic work. Specially re­
commended for rabbis, Teachers and 
Laymen. 
o·~J nit)). This volume is a key to the 

many problems arising out of the 
impact of present-day conditions on 
Marriage and Divorce: Civil Mar­
riages; Gittin al T'nai by a soldier 
before joining the Forces; the Agunah 
problem in the future; Kiddushin al 
T'nai; the status of the educated deaf­
mute in Jewish Law. All these prob­
lems are dealt with by the learned 
author with caution and erudition, 
and Formularies are appended in 
connection with each subject. Vol. 3, 
$12 plus postage. 
This is truly an Encyclopaedic work. 

for Orthodox Jews. The government pledged 
to cease El Al operations on the Shabbos as 
well as other national sponsored public 
transport. Also featured in the coalition con­
sensus is a vow by the Begin administration 
to amend the Law of Return 'in accordance 
with Halachah'." 

The more than 3,000 convention delegates 
and guests who are expected to participate 
during the three day conclave will hear an 
in-depth report of the negotiations with the 
ruling Likud party on the religious questions 
addressed. Particular emphasis will be placed 
on the deliberations of the Moetzes Gedolai 
Hatorah (Council of Tor ah Sages) prior to its 
approval of the coalition arrangements be­
tween Agudath Israel and Likud. 

In addition to devoting a full session on the 
latest developments in Israel, the convention 
will also highlight many concerns to the Jew­
ish community in America. The response of 
secular Jewish groups to the coalition ag­
reement is certain to be one of the major 
topics of discussion during the convention. 
Other problems confronting the Jewish in­
dividual, family and community will also be 
addressed at separate sessions. 

The participation of the nation's leading 
Tor ah authorities, many of whom will ad­
dress sessions during Shabbos, is always a 
memorable experience for the huge crowd. 
Details of the program are currently being 
planned by a special task force which was 
appointed by the Vaad Hahanhala of Agu­
dath Israel of America. 

Don Levi, a prominent leader in the Or­
thodox Jewish community, was named the 
chairman of the 59th national convention of 
Agudath Israel of America. 

Mr. Levi, born in Krula, Rumania, is the 
son of a prominent Chassidic family. When 
he emigrated to Israel in 1944, he imme­
diately became active in the youth and labor 
movements of Agudath lsrael and was very 
close with the late leader of Agudath Israel, 
Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Levine. 

After coming to this country in 1966 from 
Canada, Mr. Levi continued his activities on 
behalf of the Jewish community. A success­
ful businessman as president of Madamoi­
selle ~nitwear, he is active in such institutions 
as Laniado Hospital, Beth Medrash Covoha 
in Lakewood, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin, the 
MirrerYeshiva, and Yeshiva Ohr Somayach. 
In addition, he is a member of the Commis­
sion on Social Services of Agudath Israel. 

i1'5~i1 t!l~1~ 
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Key City Officials at Agudath 
Israel Legislative Meetings 

Two of New York City's leading officials 
have appeared at recent meetings of the 
Commission on Legislation and Civic Action 
of Agudath Israel of America to address 
issues of concern to the Orthodox Jewish 
community. Speaking to the group of volun­
teer attorneys, professionals and yeshiva 
administrators, City Comptroller Harrison 
Goldin spoke of the important stakes of the 
Orthodox Jewish community in the overall 
welfare of .the City. Mr. Goldin, who was 
introduced by the chairman of the Commis­
sion, Professor Aaron Twerski, stressed the 
importance of government officials display­
ing a sensitivity towards the unique needs of 
the Orthodox Jew. 

Appearing at the July meeting of the 
Commission, City Council President Carol 
Bellamy showed an understanding for some 
of the problems that Jewish communities are 
facing. She particularly addressed the prob­
lem faced by Jewish institutions and yeshivos 
as a result of restrictive zoning laws. Ms. 
Bellamy, who had worked with Agudath 
Israel on this issue for many months, p\pdged 
to continue her efforts to remove any restric­
tions that would "hamper the growth of Jew­
ish institutions." 

During its two summer sessions, the 
Commission of Legislation and Civic Action 
continued planning the legislative agenda of 
Agudath Israel for the coming year. 

Also high on the agenda of the Orthodox 
legislative group was monitoring the con­
tinued abuse by vendors of the New York 
State Mezuzah law, which prohibits the sale 
of fraudulent religious articles. 

A WELL-WRITTEN 
MUSSAR NOVEL 

YOU WILL 
REALLY ENJOY 
"DESPAIR IS NOT 
A JEWISH WORD" 

by Yehuda Cahn 
"I would highly recommend it to 
any teenager" 

-Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan 

ONLY $5.95 at Jewish bookstores 
everywhere or receive it postpaid 
by mailing a check directly to: 

Yehuda Cahn 
400 Mount Wilson Lane, 

Baltimore, Maryland 21208 
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Torah Sages Join Campers at 
CampAgudah 

The camping experience of more than 500 
campers and staff members at Camp Agudah 
of Agudath Israel of America included the 
unusual opportunity to be with members of 
the Moefzrs Crdolei Ha Torah (Council of Torah 
Sages) of Agudath Israel of America. Rabbi 
Yaakov Yitzchok Halevi Ruderman, Rosh 
Yeshiva of Ner Israel in Baltimore, and 
Rabbi Mordechai Gifter, Rosh Yeshiva of the 
Te!she Yeshiva in Cleveland, were guests at 
Camp Agudah this past summer season. In 
addition, other members of Agudath Israel's 
highest decision making body-Rabbi Yaa­
kov Kamenetzky, the Rosh Yes.hiva of Me­
sivta Tor ah Vodaath, and Rabbi Shneur Kot­
ler, Rosh Yeshiva of Beth Medrash Gehova in 
Lakewood-visited the camp. 

The presence of such venerable national 
Torah authorities was an educational expe­
rience in itself for the youngsters. Despite a 
summer full of memorable experiences of a 
conventional type, returning campers spoke 
enthusiastically of the days they spent with 
the Tor ah leaders. 

Camp Agudah (known affectionately as 
"Rua ch Country") has a rich tradition of host­
ing gedulei Turah in its camp, but this year the 
campers received the rare treat of having the 
gedolim spend a prolonged period of time 
together with the boys. In addition to ad­
dressing the campers at Camp Agudah, the 
Tor ah leaders also spoke several times to 
campers and staff at Camp Bnos, the Agu­
dath Israel camp for girls. 

Both Meir Frischn1an, the director of the 
camping division of Agudath Israel, and Alan 
Rosenberg, the chairman of the Commission 
on Camps, called this season one of the best 
ever in the annals of the 39 year camping 
history of Agudath Israel of America. 
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New Schools and Kindergartens 
Highlight Chinuch Atzmai 

School Opening 

Government Cuts, Higher Costs 
Make for Record Budget 

The expansion of the Chinuch Atzmai­
Torah School network in Israel, through the 
addition of four new schools and thirteen 
new kindergartens, highlighted the opening 
of the 5742 school year, according to a report 
issued by the network's Board of Governors 
in Jerusalem. The communities served by 
these new educational centers include Ash­
dod, Be'er Yakov, Bnei Brak, Kfar Gidon, 
Kiryat Arba, Kiryat Ata, Kiryat Menachem, 
Ma ale Amos, Moreshet, Peta ch Tikva, Ra mat 
Gan, Rechovot, and Yaffa. 

The Board of Governors, undertaking 
these new expenditures even while straining 
to maintain existing programs, expressed 
confidence that the addition of these seven­
teen centers will do much towards achieving 
the goal of securing Israel's generations for 
Tor ah. They also reported an increase of 
2,000 students above the tens of thousands 
already enrolled, and the scheduling of thirty 
classes in excess of the 1,113 originally slated 
for this school year. 

The Chinuch Atzmai-Torah School net­
work, which is maintaining 200 yeshiva and 
Beth Jacob elementary schools and 225 kin­
dergartens with a combined staff of 3,000, is 
faced with a crunch of meeting its budget of 
$35 million, squeezed by a five-percent cut in 
subsidies by the Ministry of Education (ap­
proximately $1 million) on top of last year's 
ten-percent cut. At the same time, expenses 
have increased through additional lunch pro­
grams (discontinued by the government), 
emergency space (prefabricated classrooms), 
and increased transportation costs in the face 
of an inflation spiraling upwards of 100010 

which affects every phase of the program . 

Of significant note, according to the report 
issued at the start of the school year, is a 
number of special programs, carefully formu­
lated to promote the distinctive form of 
Torah education designed by the leaders of 
the network. These include extracurricular 
hours of Torah education, recreation and 
evening study programs, an extra summer 
month of school, institutes for teacher­
training, in-service teacher training, guidance 
and counseling for continuing education, 
special education, urban and intercity trans­
portation, salary suplements, and emergency 
repairs and facilities. 

Attention: Nazi Victims 

A special office was established in 
order to expedite the processing of 
applications to the Claims Confer­
ence Hardship Fund from Jewish vic­
tims of Nazi persecution residing in 
the United States. 

This office is located at: 
225 Park Avenue South, 10th 

Floor 
New York, N.Y. 10003 
Te!. (212) 677-9610 

The Claims Conference Hardship 
Fund is intended primarily to handle 
applications from such Jewish victims 
of Nazi persecution who left Eastern 
Europe affrr I 9b5 when the deadline 
for filing claims under German in­
demnification laws expired. Other 
persecutees who failed, for very valid 
reasons, to file timely claims in the 
past years may also apply to the Hard­
ship Fund. 

Applications may be obtained by 
calling the Claims Conference Hard­
ship Fund a/ the a/1ove numlier and must be 
filed be/arr December JL 1981. 

LEARN TORAH EACH DAY 
The Torah gives Joy and Blessing. he 

S~A.Nley 
m1LLeR.. 
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If a DAF YOMI is beyond your reach, join the thou· 
sands who foflow the MISHNA+HAlACHA YOMITH. 

Send for your free /tJacll today! 

Rabbi Elias Karp 
1880 47th Street 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 
IN MEMORY OF 

RABBI CHARUS M. BAfT a"h 
HmfC>rd, CClntr. 
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Business Skills Dhision 

Cope Vocational Institute 

STARTS ITS FALL SEMESTER 
OCTOBER 26, 1981 

TRAIN as: Total Cost 

• EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ----------- s 169 5 
• LEGAL SECRETARY 

------------ $360 
• BOOKKEEPING/TYPING ------------ s1095 

(pre-requisite Exec. Sec'y) 

- Placement Assistance Available Upon 
Graduation 

- Aptitude Test is required 
- Next scheduled test - October 1981 
- Call for an appointment 

For More Information and Enrollment Procedures CaH 587-9257 
Business Skills Division 

Cope Vocational 
Institute 

Regl5tered by the New York State Ed11cahon Department 
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Morah Bianka's Newest 
Fantabulous Record! 

A must for every Jewish home! 

·> 

And don't forget Morah Bianka's 
other great records: 
• The Mitzva Tree 
• Stories Under the Mitzva 

Tree 
• I Hear a Mitzvah 
• It's Mitzva Time 
• The Shabbos Record 
• Shabbos with the Mitzvah 

Tree Triplets 
(the only original Mitzva Tree 

records) 
All ave.ilable on tapes - so con­
venient for easy summer listening. 
Available at better Hebrew Book 
Stores and record shops. 

GOTnlEB TORAH GRAPHICS 
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COMPUTERIZED TYPESETI'ING 
Top Quality Work in 

• BOOKS •JOURNALS 
•PAMPHLETS 

and all printing needs 

Most Reasonable Rates 

iiDD1ii'i t:l~.l~:JO UK 
m;:nn • c•::i:i1p • c•;~o • 

t:l'l1ni' • 111))110 • 

Ii'l'iJ)Ni ,W'11'~ ,p11ii'i: 

If Desired, Printing and Binding can be included. 

406 Yeshiva Plaza, Lakewood, N.J. 08701 (201) 363-8025 (call collect) 
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Gedolei Torah Set Lines for Agudath Israel's Action Vs. Cemetery Digs 

Jerusa!em-Agudath Israel leadership w,1s 
engaged in feverish activity in an effort to 
halt archeological excavations in the City of 
David .irea of Jerusalem, as well as to bring a 
halt to the appalling incidents of police brutal­
ity against Orthodox Jews protesting the digs 
for disturbing ancient gr,1vesites. In special 
emergency meetings held on September 3, 

the national leadership of Agudath Israel met 
with highest police officials as well as with 
government spokesmen to resolve these 
problems. 

Jn the meantime, H11111<1di11, the Agudist 
daily published in Jerusalem, regularly carried 
banner headline stories on the developments, 
while editorial comment called for halting the 
digs and for punishing the police guilty of 
brutal treatment of civilians. At thE' same 
time, the newspaper published a call to res­
ponsible citizens to distance themselves from 
the small groups of agitators that make a 
point of provoking police over-reaction. 

The American Concern 

Jn early September, the American members 
of the M,1dus Grdolci H111<1rnh (Council of 
Tor ah Salges of Agudath Israel) established a 
line of action for Agudath Israel of America in 
connection with its efforts to halt the archeo­
logical digs in Jerusalem's City of David, 
according to a spokesman for the organiza­
tion. The world-renowned Torah authori­
ties, the policy makers for the Agudist 
movement, have expressed their strong 
abhorrence at the continued excavations by 
the archeologists at a Jerusalem site deter­
mined by Israel's rabbis as a cemetery, and at 
the police brutality which has marred the 
Jerusalem scene during the past few weeks. 

In requesting Augdath Israel to take spe­
cific steps to correct these wrongdoings, the 
members of the Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah 
have laid down guidelines on how to properly 
conduct the campaign. Following the instruc­
tions of the Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah mem­
bers, the President of Agudath Israel of 
America, Rabbi Moshe Sherer, phoned in to a 
national leadership meeting of the Israeli 
Agudath Israel in Tel Aviv while it was being 
held earlier this week, and conveyed the 
views of the Council of Tor ah Sages to the 
chairman of the Israeli organization, Rabbi 
Pinchas Menachem Alter, Rosh Yeshiva of 
Yeshivas S'fas Em es. Rabbi Alter reported on 
a series of actions conducted by Agudath 
Israel in Israel during the past few weeks to 
attempt to halt the illegal archaeological digs 
as well as the excesses of the police in dealing 
with religious Jews, and he stated that the 
organization will continue its efforts under 
the guidance of the Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah. 
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The American members of the Moetzes 
Gedolei Hatorah who are in constant touch 
with the administration of the American 
Agudath Israel organization on this subject, 
are Rabbi Moeshe Feinstein (Rosh Yeshiva of 
Mesifta Tiferes Jerusalem), Rabbi Yaakov 
Kemenetzky (Rosh Yeshiva of Mesifta Torah 
Vodaath), Rabbi Israel Spira (Bluzover Rebbe), 
Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman (Rosh 
Yeshiva of Yeshivas Ner Israel of Baltimore), 
Rabbi Morderhai Gifter (Rosh Yeshiva of 
Tels he Yeshiva, Wickliffe) and Rabbi Shneur 
Kotler (Rosh Yeshiva of Beth Medrash 
Gohova). 

Roshei Yeshivas Meet With 
Minister Burg on Jerusalem Digs 

At a meeting on Sunday, September 13, of 
the Minster of Interior Dr. Yosef Burg and a 
delegation of leading Roshei Yeshivos in 
America, the Minister reported on the re­
cently held talks in Washington between 
President Reagan, the administration, and 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin and his 
delegation. 

The Roshei Yeshivos expressed the deep 
concern and agony of religious Jewry and the 
Tor ah world on the issue of the archeological 
excavations in the City of David. The Spo­
kesmen stressed that areas traditionally ac­
cepted as having served in the past as ceme­
teries should be governed by all the laws 
applying to cemeteries and their sanctity. The 
Roshei Yeshivas brought to the attention of 
Minister Burg the deep feelings of wide cir­
cles, althought they are avoiding expressing 
their attitude through public demonstrations. 
Dr. Burg said that after obtaining the Attor­
ney General's opinion the issue will be inves~ 
tigated with an aim to find a solution. 

As to the claims against the police and cer­
tain photos published by the media, Dr. Burg 
informed them that an investigating officer 
has been appointed and proper guidelines and 
instructions issued. Our goal should be-Dr. 
Burg said-to avoid clashes, especially in 
these days of awe, in which the general wel­
fare of the community requires mutual un-

derstanding and avoidance of unnecessary 
confrontation. 

The delegation included·. Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamrnetzky (Mesifta Tor ah Vodaath), Rabbi 
David Lifschitz (Yeshiva Rabbi Yitzchok E!­
chonon), Rabbi Reuven Feinstein (Yeshiva 
Tifereth Yerusha!ayim), Rabbi Shneuer Kot­
ler (Beth Medrash Govoha, Lakewood), Rabbi 
Hcnoch Leibowitz (Yeshiva Chafetz Chaim), 
Rabbi Naftali Neuberger (Ner Israel, Balti­
more) Rabbi Aaron Schecheter (Rabbi Chaim 
Berlin), Rabbi Avrohom Pam (Torah Vo­
daath), and Rabbi E!iyahu Svei (Yeshiva of 
Philadelphia) 

CHAIM LEITER'S 
Prefabricated Packaged 

Check the Rest, 
Buy Only The 
Best at 
LEITER"S 
PRICE! 
QUALllY 
SERVICE! 

ORDER NOW! 
Brochure Available Upon Request 

Models On Display 

Esrogim bilti merkovim from 
Eretz Yisroel with hechsher Bedatz: 
Complete sets from $14. 99 and up 

Factory & Showroom 

4301 14 Ave., Bklyn, N.Y. 
(car. 43rd St.) 

Open by Appointment Only 

Mailing Address: 

CHAIM LEITER 
1443 50 St., B'klyn. N.Y. 11219 

Tel: Days & Eves: (212) 436~5967 
Ready For Immediate 
Pick Up and Shipment 

Sh~ All Over U.S.A. S Canada 

Are you going to Israel? 
Your visit to the Holy Land will have more meaning when you utilize 

the free touring information seivice available from 
Tourist Department 

Agudath I91'8el World Organization 
5 Rechov Shomre Hakosel (opposite Kikar Hacherut) 

Jerusalem. 02-223-357 

1 
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Agudath Israel's "Torah Study Matching Service'' Expands 

A program originally designed to provide 
assistance to Jews anxious to learn Torah has 
been expanded into many other similar servi­
ces, according to Rabbi Laibish Becker, direc­
tor of Reshet Shiurei Torah (Torah Educa­
tion Network) of Agudath Israel of America. 
Reshet's program participants range from 
Jews seeking to learn the fundamentals of 
Jewish education to former yeshiva students 
planning to introduce regular Torah study 
into their schedule. 

While the goal of the Agudath Israel pro­
gram is to help any Jew learn Tor ah, Reshet 
has emerged as a referral service for people 
seeking programs and study groups. The 

MOVE TO 
Paramus, New Jersey 

Shiu rim 
CaH: Sam Levi (201) 967-0555 

Thurs. Eves: Gemora Shabbos by 

RABBI H. SCHACTER 
Rosh Hakollel, Yeshivas 

Rabbeinu Yitzchok Elchanan 

Call: David Lehmann (201) 261-3136 
(212) 929-2395 

Transportation available from N.Y. 

matching o~ chat>rusos---study companions­
remains the most popular program within 
the arsenal of Reshet services. During the 
last few weeks Reshet has been circulating a 
flier urging Jews to devote some time to 
Torah study with the theme: "There are a 
thousand reasons why it is difficult, but not 
one why it is impossible," 

Frequently, Reshet volunteers encounter 
unique experiences. When an Iranian girl 
sought to learn the Hebrew alphabet so that 
she could follow services in a Conservative 
congregation, a volunteer tutor influenced 
her to consider a return to authentic Yiddish­
keil. The young girl is well on her way 
towards being a completely observant Jewess. 

A second volunteer yeshiva student was 
asked to study Torah with a bedridden man, 
but when the relationship developed, the 
young man was able to assist the homebound 
Jew to visit a shul periodically and provide him 
with much-needed companionship. 

Reshet is currently working on an ambi­
tious project to publish a directory of all shiu­
rim throughout the New York Metropolitan 
area, and eventually the entire country. As a 
preliminary step, a guide to shiurim in the 
branches and chapters affiliated with the 
Agudath Israel movement will be circulated 
in the very near future. 

A second new program is the development 

-- ------

IS RAEL FLIGHTS 
largest selection of most economJCal one ways and round tnps 

COMMAND TRAVEL~~~~ (800)ZZ1·4840 
6 East 4Sth Street. New Vork. New York 10017 NY State call collect (212) 490-1213 
-~---------~--------. -------·-----------

r 
! ls your n;:H11~- and addres·s pri1)-tcd:1iicqrrecfl~J on,the JO rr_1a\lfilg _lcih-t~\?., 

Ar12 _you .inovlriQ'.> Help os de_llv~r youi.-;JO to i.;1<1u as ~1ff1cientl~: n~-(pcissi 
hh.:. Plue.ise a.ttach cutferit mailing label-in:space belovJ; or_ else prlnt_Cl(,>'ilr0 

ly yrour address as we· ·novC' -hn_ve· it 

Narrll) 

Address:-. 

C~it~1.- Stc1h,~ .. Zip,,. 

P1inr yonr correct {or nt!w)'·nan1e.zu1-d addfaoi::;.s_.ht're, 

N<lnil'. . 

Address_ 

City. State. i'iro . 

Mail to: 
The Jewish Observer 

5 Beekman St N_Y.C 100'.lK L ____ _ 
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of regional bafei medrashim modeled after sev~ 
era! successful pilot programs. The launching 
of the Bais Medrash Zichron Shmuel in the 
Flatbush section of Brooklyn was the first of 
the series and is already extremely successful 
as local Jews make use of its services. In for~ 
mation on this program and on other Reshet 
activities can be obtained by calling Rabbi 
Becker at 791-1851. 

ii~W' 
ii~ito 
i~M~M 

The "Ideal Resort" for all the 
family invites you for Tradi­
tional Observance of the Yom 
Tovim_ PINE VIEW wilt be 

open through Succoth-all 
public rooms-Synagogue, 
Theatre, Dining Rooms (in 

·Main Bldg.) airconditioned 
and steamheated for your 
comfort. 

heated SUKKAH 

Indoor Pool 
Whirlpool -
Sauna and 
Steam Room. 

Catering to Orthodox 
Jewry tor 70 years_ 

sooioitz 

FALLSBURG, N.Y. 12733 
CALL DIRECT 12121 BR !l-3854 
{Cost of 1 local c1H from N. Y.C.J 
HOTEL PHONE 1914) 434-6100 

Tilt' /1'wish Ob~niier I Sepfrmber, 19/ll 



HORA.V SHLOMO CARI.EBACH 
presents a unique approach to the understanding of 111)111 f11l1tlK developed during more than a decade as 
Mashgiach Ruchni of Mesivta Chaim Berlin/Kolle! Gur Aryeh. 

Live, Unedited Cassette Lectures / 65-75 Minutes per Seminar, on High-Quality c-90 Tapes $3. per tape 

NEW RELEASE IN ENGUSH 
HIGHUGHTS in 11'tl'K1:l 11tu1!l 

1) .i•in mo:i c71yn nN N;:i; n:iwno:i n7y n7•nn:i 
Can Man Do It Alone? 

2) .(mwn !UN'1) C"M c•p17N 1lV07 
The Role of the Shofar on the Day of Judgement 

3) .c•;1D:i;i c1•:i c; 71p:i o•:iw:i ;017 
Yorn Kippur-A Day Borrowed From the World To Come 

4) .n:.Nitun n~::i. nnotu 
Nissuch H amayim-A Promise to the Downtrodden 

5) .inN in;,:i o~wonruo o,;:,;o ~J!t' i,N 
Kiddush Halevonah as a Hymn to the Glory of G-D 

6) .•;Dn CV!O:l yyn CV!O 
For Equality of the Tree With Its Fruit 

7) .n:iw ni:in 
Ideal Man vs. Real Man 

8) . ;w:i 7:i7 cn7 inu 
Sustenance is a Transfusion of Life Itself 

9) .i!71:Ji'i 
How to Treasure Sanctity 

10) .C'O!Ul 111'11:ll 
Rain and Resurrection 

11) .y;Nn nN 1N7011:l'111'1D 
Procreation as Antidote to Chillul Hashem 

12) .N77oe nn 
The Genius of Communication as the Pendulum ofLlfe 

13) .(n:iun) '11l Y11D 171:> 
Melech Hamoshiach on the March 

14) .py !l 
Freedom for Commitment 

15) .oiiy irn tunJni 
From Almost-Man to Anti-Man 

16) .iliil"Oi i!il"O 
Don't Make Reward a Conclition of Set.Vice 

17) .(c•7ptu ntu;D) r7• Nm 0'~77 ON 
"S'ee Nish Kain Hefkervelt" 

18) .(;1:i1 ntuiD) y11i ~·c1en 7:i 
All Creation Has Limitation 

19) .(;1:i1 nw;D) n1~en 10 cnv 
Mitzvoth are Binding G-D's Torah to Man's Mind 

20) .py po 1nn7w•1 
Our Mission is Kiddush Hashem 

21) .CiNi'l liN !t'il'i 
No Foredosure ofShaarci Teshuvo 

22) .;"l'n' li1Jli0 NJ'1!t' 
*To Abhor a Handout is a Measure ofc'pi'iN t:l'il. 

23) .'JN i1r.J 'r.ll})'i 'JN!t'J~ 
•so You Think that You Are Mankind's Last Hope? 

24) .iiiili 'i1)) i''i:V 'i:i;:ir.ii1 
The Yoke ofTorah Redeems the Yoke ofDerech Eretz 

25) .·n'i nlt'N niri'J n'i 
On the Meaning of Sacrifice 

26) .'7 no;i nnN 
*Ben Durdaya's Teshuva 

27) .C''nii liiK 
*The Faith of the Letter "Vov" 

O"W!i 

28) .C''i'il 'ilt' Ci1'l1ii'iUi iP':V 
The Edifice Complex 

29) .w'iiwon einn 
•A Heritage of Evil 

30) .tu•N :i7: ni:iwno m:i; 
•A Tool in G-D's Hand 

31) .C'pi'iNi1 il!t'j; iii noiy'i iiT 
•A World in Balance 

32) .i'!t'})li N'i1 'i1 liJi:l 
*Who is a Rich Man? 

33) .l1i'r.Jl:V l1'!t'l)l liDOili 
*Honor Your Wife 

34) .C1N 'lD:l ~1p: 
*A Caricature ofl....1an 

35) .(n:iun) 1w1nn 11ne ;1Nn 11111• 
*Out of the Darkness 

36) .O'J!U ~7N •n 17N1 
*Excursion into Finity 

37) .O'MN '171 !1Vr.l!U 
Guardians of Our Sanctity 

38) .iriyi:i 'ipi P'il 
•Reckless Piety 

39) .ii:il 'Jil:l pc1yn 
*For Heaven's Sake 

40) .7m C1N 
*Who Is a Great Man? 

41) .ur.inr nr 
•Down to Earth 

42) .'l1~D!U i1'1:l 
•Tue Co:iquest of "Infantile Paralysis" 

43) .'i'M' CiNi! 
*Vs. Morality by Consensus 

44) .i',M~lr.J !t"'N 
•No Rest for the Righteous 

45) .C'JN'iOJ C'Jilt'Nii"l CN 
*Two is Company (see #l) 

46) .;~v 1i1•n 
*Death's Benefits 

47) .ii:J: 'JJ~ 
Fountain of Dignity 

48) .(;1:i1 nw;D) inN cv uw• 
One Nation Under G-D 

49) .(C'iiD) iliDN N'i'l i'101i1 
An Open Secret 

50) .C'O!t'i YiN 'i;; iiii1 
•1 Dwell with the Humble 

51) .(MDD) ii'i'Dl1'i ii'iiKJ liiJ't.;O 
We Are Never Off-Duty 

52) .(ncD) nN~' !11DM:l 
*From Here to Eternity 

53) .(nCD) 7N'1!U' ''11~:l 'l:l 
Last But Note Least 

Nine continuous seminars in Megtllas Eicha 

*also available in Yiddish 

Dist by J.C.M. Foundation 
418Ave. I, Brooklyn, New York 11230 

ORDER FROM CATALOGUE 
Over 1 oo tapes available 

Available at discount prices at Frankel's Hebrew Book Store (Bora Park) and at Eichler's Hebrew Book Store (Flatbush). 



BY DR. JEFFREY COHEN 

PART I 
The fourth volume of an ongoing Mishnah series 
;mun tuKi n::ior.i :mwr.i 
with the commentary of 
Rabbi Ovadiah MiBartinura 

Each volume in this series features: 
• A complete English translation of the Mishnah 

and the commentary of Rabbi Ovadiah MiBartin­
ura (RAV). 

• Fully vocalized and punctuated Hebrew text of 
both the Mishnah and commentary. 

• Numerous explanatory notes and diagrams, so 
that every statement of the Mishnah and commen­
tary is completely yet clearly explained. 

• ALSO INCLUDED-A comprehensive sum­
mary of the halachot of the shofar and the Rosh 
Hashanah prayers that are mentioned in the Mish­
nah, based on the Mishnah Berurah and Tiferes 
Yisroel. 

----------------------, Z. Berman Books I 
1340 53rd Street Brooklyn, New York 11219 I 
Please send me the following volumes. The volumes are priced at $7.95 each I 
---~opies, T ractate Rosh Hashonah 

$, ___ _ 

---~·opies, Tractate Yorn Tov 
$ __ _ 

---~opies, Tractate Succah 
$, ___ _ 

---~-.opies, Tractate Berachot 
$, ___ _ 

Total 
$ ___ _ 

Less Discount 
$ ___ _ 

Grand Total $ ___ _ 

Nam.-; __ _ 

Address: 

Cay,Srnte.Zir-· ---··--------·----
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PART2 
Jl'i'ii'1 "1'Jr.i i!lD 
A definitive English language work on the Jewish 
calendar, based on the V'i'i"1 ''7':llU written by the 
'7KilU' r1iK!ln. 
• Contains a comprehensive discussion of all aspects 

of the Jewish calendar: the months, the nineteen 
year cycles, tekufot, weekly Torah readings, and 
much more. 

• Easy to follow astronomical diagrams, charts, and 
maps add great clarity to the subject matter. 

• The development of the civil calendar and its rela­
tionship to the Jewish calendar is also covered. 

ro% off on all mail orders 
when three or more volumes are ordered 

Also Available: 
Tractate Berachot-covers the recitation of 

Shema, Shmoneh Esreh and many other blessings. 
Includes basic introductions to agricultural tithes 
and types of impurity. 

Tractate Succah-contains an extensive review 
of all the Succot holiday observances. 

Tractate Yorn Tov (Betsah)-a fresh, well­
organized approach to this difficult, yet basic trac­
tate. Complete introductions to the laws of Yorn Tov 
and muktzeh are included. 
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