
TEj(ES.S742/[)EC~~iE~1911f···· 
VOLl:IME•X\f; ~t.1,,.liJEf't 1.0 

$1;110 . . . 



at the 
RYE TOWN HILTON 

699 Westchester Avenue Port Chester, New York Town of Rye 

Garden Weddings 
Bar Mi1zvah Weekends 

Magnificent Country Setting 

iYJ!) "N') 
CATERING 

Call Your Hilton Reservation Service - Group Center. Ivan Brent 

(914) 939-6300 ][ Director of Catering 

2 The Jewish Obsmier I December, 1981 



THE JEWISH 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER (ISSN 
0021-6615) is published monthly, 
except July and August, by the 
Agudath Israel of America, 5 
Beekman Street. New York, N. Y 
10038. Second dass postage paid 
at New York, N.Y. Subscription 
SI2.00 per year; two years, 
$21.00; three years, $28.00; out

side of the United States, $13.00 
per year. Single copy, $1.50 
Printed in the U.S.A. 

RABBI NissoN WoLPlN 

Editor 

Editorial Board 
DR. ERNST BooENHElMER 

Chairman 
RABB! NATHAN BULMAN 

RABBI JOSEPH ELIAS 

JosrrH FR1EDENSON 

RABBI Mosttr SttrRER 

TtH: Jrw1stt OssrRVER does not 
assume responsibility for the 
Kashrus of any product or ser
vice advertised in its pages. 

DEC., 1981, VOL. XV, NO. 10 
TEVES 5742 

BSERVER 

in this issue ... 
All By Myself, Amnon Denker .......................... 4 
Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner ;i~i~; i''1lt i~t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

By the Writing Desk of the Master, 
Yisroel Mayer Kirzner ............................ 8 

Selected Letters, translated by Eliakim Willner ........ 10 
The Different Ones, Helene Ribowsky ....... ............ 17 
Hashem' s Special Children, Lester R. Kaufman . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Gems From the Roshei Hayeshiva 

Adaptations of addresses al the recent national convention 
of Agudalh Israel of America: 
A Time To See and Be Seen, 

Rabbi Yaakov Kamene/zky K"~'7tu .................. 26 
Of Harmony and Blessings, 

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein K"~'7!U •.....•.•.•....•....•. 29 
Criticism, Compromise, and Constructive Action, 

Rabbi Moshe Shmuel Shapiro K"~'7!U ......•......... 30 

Halacha in English-Continued, a review article ......... 35 
Letters to the Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

More Rebbes Who Don'/ Vanish I Small Town Rabbis I 
Addiction Among Orthodox I Reachou/ I "Crooked Mirror" 



·.·. < .. 

I . 

. ·.·.-· . 
. · ·> < 

> -·. <· ·, 

·:··:.···-. 
.·_. 

. '· .· 

I • ' ' , • • • 
,,.," . 

.. "" . 

· .... '·. 

' - •,< . 

......... :,.:,·-: . 

. · ·· · C'i(''.·0V{Rik" r < • •··· ·· ·· • F 
.. · ·AMNbN•DENK,1$~/f~b~,riter>£or• .... ·· ·· .. ···· 

Israel's most prestigiou1'~:~ec.uJ~r.$iily,. · .. 
Ha'aretz, wrote an artic efor< .:: " ," ."-:·.• 
Erev Rosh Hashana underthe fftleS~:lh ) > 

in which he describes the · .··• C. ·~· :.. · ) ··: > ,· 

Teshuva Movement fromth~'c:•, ·: .. / .. 
viewpoint of one on the other sf de .· .. · > . 
of the fence. . .· .,,. ' .. 

- ... ,· 

. ·.·. 

. ·, ~:..,,,_;,\ ·.· 



Suddenly I look around and I notice: What's going 
on around here? I've been left behind all by myself! 
When it happens bit by bit you don't notice it at all. 
First one goes, then another. You look for some face 
that seems to have vanished from the scene. The fel
lows just say: "He went there," and shrug their 
shoulders. You don't pay any attention. Then one day 
you start figuring and say to yourself: "Wait a minute. 
This is no joke, this has reached epidemic 
proportions!" 

You know what it reminds me of? The time after 
the Yorn Kippur War, when we came back and began 
to take a count-who was gone and who was left. 
Now don't get me wrong. I don't mean to compare 
the two. But still it reminds me of it. We used to come 
home and the first thing we'd hear was that one of 
our close friends had been killed and that another was 
in the hospital. Then we'd hear about others not so 
close to us. You noticed that someone was no longer 
around and you asked about him. And people would 
say: Didn't you hear? He was killed "up there" or "down there." 

"Perhaps ii all began with the war . .. " 

Perhaps it all began with the war, perhaps not. 
Somehow I have the feeling that it all began with my 
class, those who were regulars when the war broke 
out and who swallowed it in a big way. So many are 
casualties of such an experience. We came out of it a 
little dizzy. There were some who made it-you know: 
university, lawyer, accountant, marriage, and all that 
stuff. But most have their heads askew to this very 
day. Now I don't mean to say that all of those heads 
got crowned with kipot immediately. But in all those 
years that have passed, each was thrown into many 
strange directions. Look, even one of my group who 
finally went into medicine-it would seem that every
thing would be alright, right? No. He has all of this 
stuff in his head. He finished his studies and began his 
tricks: acupuncture, sole therapy, gimmicks. Now he 
wants to set up a health farm in the Galil. And the 
others? Don't ask. They chase after every wind that 
blows and don't find a thing. These guys are the best 
of my peers-what they call the cream of Israeli 
society: Ashkenazis, high school graduates, officers, 
battle corps. This was our group. 

Then this business of "doing teshuva" began. I find 
it hard to put my finger on where exactly this all 
began or how. We used to hear about all kinds of guys 
that would disappear and who would suddenly sur
face in town with black kipot on their heads and with a 
strange look in their eyes. It was a sort of happy-go
lucky look-really content. They'd come around for a 
week or two, and then they would disappear com
pletely. You couldn't find them anywhere. These were 

The Jewish Observer I Drcember, 1981 

fellows that weren't from our immediate circle and we 
didn't pay too much attention to them. Another pass
ing fad, we figured. But slowly it hit us. 

You know what this meant? You would go over to 
a friend to get something up for Shabbat, and he would 
start hemming and hawing. It's not convenient for 
him; he's busy. Until you would draw out of him that 
for three months he has been travelling to Rechovot 
for Shabbat, to some rabbi who gives lectures on Juda
ism. "What's happening?" you ask him. "Are you 
crazy?" But nothing helps. After a month he's wear
ing a black kipa. Then he isn't even around. He travels 
every two days to Jerusalem. Starts acting strange, 
just slips out· between your fingers. You stand and 
watch how he changes every day. It is frightening: 
one day a yarmulke. After a week he is eating kosher 
only. Another week and he shows up with tzitzis and 
kisses mezuzot. You sit down to drink a cup of coffee 
with him, he picks up the cup and before drinking 
makes the blessing: "Blessed are you Lord, our G-d, 
king of the universe by whose words all was created." 
You listen to him talking and ask yourself: Is this 
really him? After all this, he then evaporates and you 
hear he is in "Ohr Somayach." 

"They're not listening lo 'Pink Floyd' 
... but lo lectures." 

Ohr Somayach is their Yeshiva. They send them 
all there after softening them up first for the deep 
plow. What's nice about it there is that they don't 
force you to do anything. When you are inside it 
doesn't look so dark like the darkness we always 
attributed to the religious. Feel like walking around in 
a tee shirt and jeans? O.K. You want to go into town 
and take off your kipa? O.K. It's almost modern. Some 
of the guys go about with cassette recorders, but the 
difference is that they are not listening to "Pink 
Floyd" but to Rav Shapira's lectures. Then you begin 
to feel free and happy and don't sense at all how this 
whole business closes in on you from all directions. 
You get more and more deeply involved and every
thing seems sweet to you. Take the studies, for 
instance. They don't come down hard on you right 
away. First they teach you easy things: the weekly 
Torah portion, a bit of Rashi, Messilat Yesharim. It's set 
up so that the appetite comes with the eating. Natu
rally you cannot help but to be impressed by the 
enthusiasm. If you ever laughed at religious Jews 
swaying before a book, you will find that you get 
involved and begin to sway yourself. And you see that 
it is very pleasant and aids concentration. It also 
injects a strong enthusiasm for the reading material. 
You go about the Bet Midrash of Ohr Somayach and 
see the guys swaying like devils, their hands flying 
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about in all kinds of motions: they're explaining the 
verses and the sugiot, with a bit of a shout. And when 
they make a break through in a difficult issue, their 
faces light up with true joy. This is just what draws 
you into it: the joy. It is a spiritual joy. Not the joy 
when you bought your new car or over the victory of 
Maccabi Tel Aviv at the Europe Cup Match.-When 
did you feel such enthusiasm last? Such joy? 

"It's the real earthquake" 

Sometimes when I read the papers talking about 
political or ethnic earthquakes, I think to myself: why 
don't they pay attention to the real earthquake? My 
fellows are leaving one by one, just as if the earth had 
swallowed them up. And the world keeps on going as 
if nothing had happened. Who will remain? The time I 
got the real shock, when I began to appreciate the 
scope of the matter, was when I went to Rami's wed
ding at Ohr Somayach. I came there and I was 
stunned. Since high school I hadn't seen so many of 
the old guys together. And all of them with black kipot, 
a bit of a beard. Their uniform was a long-sleeved 
white shirt with dark polyester pants. I look carefully 
and behind these strange garbs and beards I discern 
faces that I hadn't seen in ages-all kinds of guys that 
I used to sit with at the "White Gallery" or the "Hut" 
or at "Shmill's" -and faces that simply had disap
peared. Suddenly they are all there. Happy. Dancing. I 
nearly fainted. All those dances that we used to dance 
as a joke at the school folk-dance club, with fake 
Chassidic garments-suddenly all of these guys are 
dancing them for real. I go over to them and as{<: 

"What happened?" They look at me with a smile and 
say: "Nu, sinner, when are you going to come over to 
us." I tell you, you can go mad. 

I meet a good friend of mine from the neighbor
hood. He is standing next to me with a little kipa and 
a suit. And I say to him: "Nu, it's quite happy here at 
Rami's wedding." And what does he answer me? 
"Yes, yes, he is a very fine groom. A fine groom. 
Great in Torah." This, from a fellow with whom I 
used to go wild together! Suddenly, he takes me, 
startled, by the hand and leads me to two rabbis 
standing there and introduces me: "Here is a great 
sinner-we have to correct him." And they both look 
at me smiling pleasantly and say: "Well, how about 
coming? Look around, study a little, see what it's all 
about-we1l accept you with love." And their eyes
lit, warm and causing me confusion. These rabbis 
have got something, I tell you. I tell them, "Sure, sure, 
I will come in another year. In the meantime, I have 
other plans." And I escape. 

At any rate, I thought I escaped, First of all, all the 
way back to Tel Aviv I was thinking about it all. The 
most frightening thing is that I was thinking: "Why 
not, really? Why not try?" On the one hand, I was 
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scared. Because I saw that this is not one of those sto
ries like Yoga or Scientology, where you spend a half 
a year and then get out. This is a story for years-
perhaps for a lifetime. But on the other hand, I look at 
my past friends (I have to say "past") dancing in pools 
of light. .. Happy is not the word.-Then why not 
try? 

"Now Natan has gone . . , and I'm all alone" 

Upon arriving home I find Naava at my entrance 
waiting for me. She is depressed. Naava is Natan's 
girlfriend, a good friend of mine, He is one of the last 
who have remained. I let her in, give her something 
to drink, and then-she starts to cry. When she calms 
down she starts telling me: under our very noses 
Natan has been to all the proper places: the Rechovot 
Rabbi and at Ohr Somayach, Now he's got a black kipa 
and he's kissing mezuzot, He's trying to teach her the 
weekly Torah reading. I pick up the phone to his par
ents. His mother answers with a voice emerging from 
a grave: "What is going to happen to him? He doesn't 
want to eat anything at home-it's not kosher. We 
are losing him. You can't talk to him. Pretty soon he1l 
be throwing stones on the Ramot Road. What will the 
neighbors say?" What could I tell her. 

So now Natan has gone, too-and I am all alone, 
literally all alone. I remind myself of a poem by Bialik 
which we studied in high school: 

The wind has carried them all away 
The light has sucked them on 
And I am left alone. 

Except then it was the reverse: it referred to those 
who fled Yeshiva, in the Haskalah era. Today, the 
wheels have turned. No Haskalah, no university, no 
business, no Zionism, no army. Apparently, none of 
this is good enough. You go back to the sources. 
Look, everything I have told you, about the war, 
about mysticism, about each of their little affairs. All 
of that could be true. But sometimes I get the feeling 
that there is something more to it than that. It might 
be something in our genes. We are all Jews, aren't 
we? Maybe that whole act about Haskalah and Zion
ism was only an intermediate step, necessary to build 
a Jewish state. But now, it is all over and those gener
ations have completed their historic task. Now we 
return to what we really are. To what we should be. 
And as I tell you these things, believe me, I am terri
fied. Because I know I am swaying like an apple on a 
tree. Another week or two. Maybe a month, or a 
year. 111 fall, too. One of the guys will invite me to 
spend Shabbat at Ohr Somayach. I will be seduced in a 
moment of weakness, and-here goes! I will be on the 
launching pad without a way back. 

Somebody, something has to be done urgently to 
nail me fast to the tree. But who? What? '' 

translated by Michael Vine 
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A selection of the personal letters and papers of the 
late Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta Chaim Berlin/Kole! Gur 
Arye, Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner 7"~!, was recently pub
lished in bookform-Pachad Yilzchok: Igaros uKesuvim. 
Rabbi Yisroel Mayer Kirzner, a ta/mid of Rabbi Hutner, 
who spent many years in close association with him, 
offers his comments on these writings as they reflect on 
their author .... The style and the formal reference to 
Rabbi Hutner ("the Rosh Yeshiva"), totally omitting 
mention of his name, reflect the classical deference of a 
/a/mid toward his rehhe. 

One thinks of a gadol beYisroel in general and Rabbi 
Hutner in particular in terms of being a great Torah 
scholar; a tzaddik and adam gadol (great and righteous 
individual); the leader of a particular institution; and a 
leader on a Klal Yisroel format; but it is especia1ly as a 
builder of men and mentor to them and as a teacher and 
expounder of Torah that Rabbi Hutner emerges in his 
letters. We make no attempt at completing the picture 
with the few words that follow. Rather, it is to extend 
the canvas on which Rabbi Kirzner sketches his im
pressions that we offer several lines on Rabbi Hutner's 
background and activities. 

• • • 

Rabbi Hutner was heir to a rich, multi-faceted !rad~ 
tion that he successfully embodied within himself. He 
was born in 1904 to a Warsaw family celebrated for its 
Talmudic scholarship. He spent his teen years in Slo
bodka where der Alter (Rabbi Nosson Zvi Finkel) had a 
major impact on him, not only developing his potential 
for greatness but-by indirection, perhaps-teaching 
him how to develop others to their fullest. Also signif~ 
cant were the years Rabbi Hutner spent in Eretz Yisroel
in the Slobodka Yeshiva in Chevron, and close relation
ship with many of the gedolim then living in Eretz Yisroel. 
His attachment to Eretz Yisroel eventually achieved frui
tion in the Yeshiva Pachad Yitzchok, which he founded 
in Jerusalem in 1975. 

After studying in Berlin, Rabbi Hutner arrived in the 
United States with his Rebbetzin in the early Thirties. 
He eventually joined the Mesivta Chaim Berlin as Rosh 
Yeshiva, elevating the institution into a throbbing 
makom Torah, transforming street kids into genuine fal
midei chachomim. He founded the Kole! Gur Arye to 
crown the Mesivta and there he molded lalmidei chacho
mim into inspiring teachers and effective leaders. 

The analytical depth of his Talmudic study and nove~ 
lae, as represented by his sefer Toras Hanazir, was com
plemented by his command of vast areas of Aggada and 
Machshava (philosophical thought). Many of his maamo
rim (discourses on philosophical and ethical themes) 
were eventually published in the six-volume Pachad 
Yilzchok. 

Rabbi Hutner's counsel was sought in many commu
nal matters, and he assumed an active role in the Moetzes 
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Rabbi 
Yitzchok Hutner 
ii.:Ji:l'i p.,,~ i.:Ji 

on the occasion of 
his first Yahrtzeit 2 0 Kislev 

Gedolei Ha Torah of Agudath Israel of America and in the 
leadership of Torah Umesorah. To truly assess Rabbi 
Hutner's commitment to communal affairs and Kial Yis
roel concerns, however, one should not search for his 
name on letterheads or committee memberships. 
Rather, one need only take note of the prominent invo~ 
vement of his many talmidim in top-level positions in 
yeshivos, pulpits, and communal institutions, where he 
directed them. 

Yet the sum of these parts are not equal to the whole. 
In the final analysis, the greatness of a gadol remains 
elusive. 
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Yisroel Mayer Kirzner 

By the Writing Desk of the Master: 
Reflections on 

Pachad Yitzchok: lgaros Ukesavim 
Unsystematic Reflections 

The publication of this volume of letters and other 
shorter writings of the Rosh Yeshiva '7"i has aroused an 
unusual-even an extraordinary-degree of interest 
in the Torah world. Talmidim and other b'nei Torah alike 
have displayed a keen eagerness to secure a copy of this 
new Pachad Yitzchok. And an apparently common expe
rience has been that once one has begun to peruse it, 
one discovers the sefer to be extremely difficult to put 
down. Whence stems the fascination which this volume 
holds? What significance does it bear, for talmidim, for 
b'nei Torah in general, for the wider Torah public? What 
historical light does this collection of letters shed on the 
post-war renaissance of Torah in this country and 
elsewhere-a renaissance in which the Rosh Yeshiva 'i"t 
played so central a role? What lessons does it hold for 
present and future leaders of the Torah community? 
What does this volume reveal about this Torah giant of 
our time? These are certainly legitimate questions; but 
definitive answers to these questions are not to be 
looked for in the following pages. Quite apart from 
other overwhelming inadequacies, this writer is-as 
one whose life bears the decisive and indelible imprint of 
close to thirty years of unmerited chessed extended by the 
Rosh Yeshiva ?"!-utterly incapable of achieving the 
detachment presumably needed to discuss this volume 
exhaustively and dispassionately. 

What follow, then, are no more than some unsyste
matic reflections induced by a first study of this volume. 
This study, undertaken close to the first Yahrtzeit of the 
the Rosh Yeshiva ?"l (1?c: •:) has proven to be an 
inspiring-even an exhilarating-experience. There is 
no doubt that one will, with Heaven's help, be led to 
return to this volume again and again in the years and 
decades to come. But the flood of memories, hopes, 

Yisroel Mayer Kirzner describes himself as "having had /he privilege of 
maintaining contact with the beis hamidrash of Mesivla Rabbi Chaim Berlirr
Kollel Cur A rye for marry year~". He is a professor of economics in New York 
University and author of several definitive /ext books on the subject. 
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dreams, regrets and resolutions, evoked by this first 
study at this particular date, will certainly never again 
be replicated. The merciless torrent of onrushing sea
sons and events can hardly fail to sap the vitality of 
these memories and dull the poignancy of these regrets. 
Vainly, perhaps, one seeks to salvage what one can. 

"Sharp Blade ... Charming Poetry" 

This volume consists of 264 letters and other writ
ings. The unique character of this volume, as distinct 
from the other published volumes of the P11chad Yitzchok 
series, is spelled out in a brief, masterful introduction 
consisting of divrei Torah contributed by Rabbi Yonason 
David X"-c~<;~ (son-in-law of the Rosh Yeshiva '("t). The 
volume is divided into several sections: The first section 
contains letters dealing primarily with Hilchos De'os Vecho
vas Halevavos (duties of the heart and mind). (In the 
introduction there is a reference to a possible future 
volume of letters containing more general halachic 
exchanges with correspondents.) A second section con-
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sists of longer pieces that had already appeared in print 
elsewhere. A third section is comprised of letters provid
ing encouragement, advice, or reproof to talmidim or 
others. The fourth and fifth sections consist of letters of 
personal or private character. Within each section, the 
pieces are arranged basically in chronological order, 
with some thirty of them bearing pre-war dates. Most 
of these latter pieces date back to the 'twenties or early 
'thirties (and include a searing man mar published by the 
Rosh Yeshiva 7"! after the '29 massacre at Hebron). The 
others are from the early 'fifties and later-so that a gap 
of some sixteen years makes the collection unavoidably 
incomplete. 

A striking-and not necessarily superficial-feature 
of this volume is undoubtedly its unique writing style. 
In one letter (number 211) the Rosh Yeshiva '.'"! 

expresses his admiration for his correspondent's ability 
to display simultaneously both the keenness of a sharp 
blade and the sweetness of charming poetry. This same 
combination is evident on every page of this volume: 
incisiveness and clarity clothed in an exquisite poetic 
prose. Each letter is a vivid re1ninder uf the Rosh 
Yeshiva ':°'"i's habit of expressing himself in conversation 

through the spontaneous deployment of countless 
expressions of Chazril; and these letters will surely con
firm that a more elegant or eloquent vocabulary could 
hardly exist. 

But the permanent importance of this volume does 
not reside, of course, in its felicitous style. This perman
ent importance is, at one level, no doubt to be looked for 
in the divrei Tornh which make up the first and second 
sections. Comprising well over half the entire sefer these 
letters and writings relate directly or indirectly to the 
countless maamorim which the Rosh Yeshiva '7"T gave 
over a period of decades in his beis midrnsh. In these 
maan1ori1n only a portion of which we have been fortu
nate enough to see in published form in the series of 
Sifrei Pachad Yitzchok-the Rosh Yeshiva ~"i gave us an 
approach to Hilchos De'os Vechorias Halevapos that has had 
profound influence upon generations of tnlmidim and 
which was central to his lifelong aPodas hnchinuch. In the 
Sifrei Pachad Yitzchok, and in the extant tapes of many 
unpublished n1anmorim, there is contained a body of work 
towering in stature, embracing a conceptual framework 
for understanding the Aggadic teachings of our sages 
':'"t, together with a veritable wealth of applications, an 
enormous storehouse of sparkling insights. No one 

Rabbi Hufnrr with •r:r Rabbi Moshe Feinstein and Rabbi Yaakov Yitchok Ruderman ~"e~':'w. 
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who has been exposed to this treasury-studded with 
gems culled and interpreted from the greatest figures of 
all time, especially, perhaps, the Ramban and Rabbeinu 
Yonah, the Ma hara/, and the Vilna Gaon-can fail to have 
glimpsed at least something of the grandeur of the 
perspective that the Rosh Yeshiva?"! brought to Hilchos 
De'os Vechovas Halevavos. 

The Uniqueness of This Perspective 

It is not easy to identify the uniqueness of this per
spective. Undoubtedly the qualities that distinguish this 
perspective for one student may be different from those 
that are seen as distinctive by a second student. For this 
writer the distinctiveness of the approach contained in 
the pii':;~ in~ ~1~0 may perhaps be briefly expressed in 
terms of a little parable. 

Imagine a tense, three-day summit meeting of inter
national political and military leaders, at which issues 
directly affecting the very fate of the world are at stake. 
A competent, insightful account and interpretation of 
these fateful seventy-two hours might fill volumes. But 
to provide such an account is no simple matter. An 
account produced by an observer not thoroughly aware 
of the global implications of the events to be described, 
or not thoroughly familar with the historical back
ground of the issues to be discussed, or not well
acquainted with the relevant patterns and norms of 
diplomatic behavior, can in no way do justice to the 
events of these tense three days. A competent account 
will cover even apparently mundane and routine events 
at the meeting, insofar as these may indirectly relate to 
the central issues at stake. 

But it is not only the preparation of such a competent 
account that calls for these extraordinary qualities on 
the part of the narrators. Even the very comprehension of 
the narrative by listeners or readers calls for consider
able familiarity with the issues being discussed at the 
summit meeting, with their global implications, and 
with the normal patterns of diplomatic procedures. To 
those unaware of all these matters, the most competent 
narrative itself must appear puzzling and pointless. For 
these readers, the scholar who can clarify the true 
import of the narrative, rendering what appeared puz
zling and pointless immediately illuminating and vitally 
significant-such a scholar can certainly be described as 
unlocking a veritable treasury. 

An Essential Element in the Drama of Millennia 

At the hands of the Rosh Yeshiva C"l each and every 
maamar Chnzal emerges simply and naturally as part of a 
unified account of matters and issues of awesome, cos
mic significance. At this level of seriousness, there are 
no coincidences. Each apparent detail is shown to fit as 
an essential element in the larger drama unfolding 
across the millennia. Of course this perspective is 
"uplifting" in permitting us at least to glimpse the true 
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level of the participants in this drama as described in 
Midrashei Chaza/. It is further "uplifting" in permitting us 
to recognize something of the stature of the historians 
of the drama-our sages, Chazal. Finally, it is "uplifting" 
in forcing us to recognize that the drama is as yet 
unfinished; that we, too, even in our own pitiful spiritual 
poverty, so far removed from the stature of earlier 
generations-have a part to play that fits directly into 
the larger drama. Our own learning of Torah, our own 
fefilla, our own Shabbos and Yorn Tov are important in 
absolute terms. To absorb the message of these seforim is 
to recognize the utter seriousness of every facet of our 
avoda, in the piercing voice of our shofaron Rosh Hashana 
no more than in the mirth and ridicule with which Klal 
Yisroel on Purim derisively hoots Avoda Zora (Idolatry) 
off the stage of Hashem's creation. 

New Material on "Maamorim" 

The present volume contains invaluable new material 
to add to the already published series of Sifrei Pachad 
Yitzchok. Many letters address specific difficulties that 
questioners had raised concerning maamorim (or pub
lished versions of them). As such these letters represent 
important footnotes to these n1aamorim, and often in-

On the Su-bj~c-t o_f_a_M._em-. -o-r-ia_l_l 
to the Martyrs of the · .. 
European· Destruction 

, .. Because of the multitude of our sins, there 
abounds about our present ep(lch of" A nation of 
remnants from the sword" awealth of blasphem• 
ous and defamatory talk, including outright 
heresy. 

It is incumbent upon us to sweep out such talk 
from our midst. 

We believe with full faith that the inner source 
of genocide directed against Jews, the murder and 
the deSt_ruction, is, in the final analysis, the princi~ 
pie of": , . for your sake we are killed all day long, 
we are considered as sheep for the slaughter" 
[Tehillim 44:23], 

Wherever a Jew is found, can be found testim
ony to Hashem. [Yeshaya 43 ... Chazal:. "When you 
are My witnesses, I am. the Mighty One, when you 
are not My -witnesses, I am' riot, as_ it were, the 
Mighty One,''] 

Wherever a ·faithful Jewish congregation is 
found, there can be found Divine inspiration 
[Sanhedrin 39b], The evil among the nations u,_,der
stand and feel this, and in pursuing their illusory 
goal to uproot every testimony to Hashem, they 
kill, they burn, they annihilate Jews, , , , 
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elude fresh insights not made explicit in the maamorim as 
originally presented, and substantial material in Hilchos 
Dc'os Vechovas Halevavos not available elsewhere. In addi
tion, the entire volume contains many short observa
tions (or he'aros) that characteristically exemplify the 
unique approach of the Rosh Yeshiva ':'"i. Innumerable 
yesodos are contained in this volume. Students of this 
volume will no doubt differ as regards the relative 
degrees of impact which specific letters or writings will 
make upon them. Among the themes which held per
haps the greatest impact for this reader might be 
included: (a) The treatment (in letter 30), unparalleled in 
clarity and incisiveness, of the meaning and status of a 
machlokcs (disputes) between scholars of the Talmud; of 
the meaning of D"'i'1 c~v':'K ~1:.1 i':'X~ ~7K ("These and those 
are words of G-d"). Surely few will go away from this 
letter without a more profound-if not a revolu
tionized-view of the status of the statements of our 
Chozul. (b) The discussions (in letters 54, 80, 85, 86) of 
the significance of the history of Knesses Yisrorl. In these 
discussions is expounded the transcendent character of 
this history, as the manifestation of the Divine Will, and 
its necessary parallelisn1 lo lhe manifestation of the 
Divine Will in Torah itself. (It is in the context of these 

Rabbi Hulner with Rabbi Gusfman (/.) 

discussions that one appreciates the Rosh Yeshiva 7"i's 
perception of the harrowing sufferings of the Jewish 
people over the generations and especially in our own 
time; see letters 63, 82.) (c) The concise clarification, in 
letter 54, of the role and purpose of the maamorim in their 
generality, and the manner in which they relate to the 
cultivation of Yiras Shomayim (fear of G-d). (d) The eluci
dation, in letter 51, of the Rambam's view in regard to 
tl'n~il li''T1li (resurrection of the dead). It is impossible to 
study these divrei Torah without gaining a profound feel
ing of deep gratitude to G-d for the illumination pro
vided to our generation through these teachings of the 
Rosh Yeshiva ~"T. 

Rekindling Our Memories 

But the wealth of divrei Torah in this volume is by no 
means the sole source of the deep interest which it holds 
for those of us who, over the years, cherished the privi
lege of having our lives touched by the Rosh Yeshiva ~"T. 
For us this volume offers two distinct opportunities: (a) 
The opportunity to relive, to recall, to rekindle-to 
revive the memories of years during which one was 
warmed by the Rosh Yeshiva ~"t's teachings, by his 

At meeting with Premier Begin at home of Rabbi Moshe Feinstein. 

Rab/1i Hufner, as dean of Yeshivas Rabbi Jacob Joseph. Al Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah session 

With Rabbi A. Kotler'7"'li 
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On the Perils of Expounding 

on the Jewish History 
Because of the oneness that exists between Yis

roel and the Torah, it has been taken as well
established in our Beis Midrash that the annals of 
Yisroel may be improperly expounded, just as the 
Torah may be improperly expounded. 

Indeed, any student of the Talmud knows the 
difference between learning a tractate that has the 
commentary of Rashi and learning a tractate that 
does not. Without Rashi, one gropes like a blind 
man touring the market without a guide, who is 
sure to stumble and certain to fall. 

Consider, therefore, what must be said with 
regard to the chronicles of Yisroel, where every 
epoch is an entire topic unto itself, intricate and 
tangled., , , And all this without the"commentary 
of Rashi"! 

How great the danger, how numerous the 
obstacles and entrapments! And as we have said, 
stumbling and becoming entrapped in the attempt 
to understand an era in the history of Yisroel is akin 
to improperly expounding the Torah. Yisroel and 
the Torah are one.,,, 

words of encouragement and reproof, by the vitality 
and simcha of his presence. (b) The opportunity to learn 
more than we ever did about our beloved Rosh Yeshiva 
':°'"t; to be admitted to sit by him, as it were, at his writing 
desk and to observe him over a period of well over half a 
century-from a tender age as a yeshiva bachur in Sla
bodka, until his very last years as one of the acknowl
edged contemporary Gedolei Yisroel-engaged in corre_s
pondence with old and young, with talmidei chachom1m 
and with others, on matters lofty or on matters appar
ently mundane or personal. Let us consider the scope 
for each of these two kinds of opportunity. 

For the rekindling of memories, while there is hardly 
a letter in the entire volume that fails to make its contri
bution, it is the contents of section III that are probably 
most significant. In the pages of introduction to the 
volume Rabbi Yonason David provides a brief but glow
ingly eloquent picture of the Rosh Yeshiva ':'"i as inten
sely and separately involved with so many individuals. If 
the other volumes of Pac had Yitzchok (and of course of the 
tapes the maamorim, where these exist) enable us to recall 
something of the sense of exaltation and spiritual uplift 
generated by the maamorim and mesibos (gatherings), to 
recreate in our ears the resonant tones and phrases with 
which the Rosh Yeshiva 'i"T held us spellbound for hours 
while he wove his marvellous Torah-tapestries-the 
present volume evokes one's recollections of the Rosh 
Yeshiva ?"i as personal mentor to hundreds upon 
hundreds of b'nei Torah. The outpouring of love in these 
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letters, the delicacy with which he gave the sharpest of 
reproofs, the passionate pleas with which he provided 
chizuk and encouragement, the lucidity and authorita
tiveness with which he clarified yesodei hadas (fundamen
tals of belief), the insistence on being kept informed of 
the most mundane details of the lives of lalmidim, his 
inquiring after the welfare of a correspondent's spouse, 
reminds us dramatically of our own individual contacts 
with the Rosh Yeshiva 7"!. Who can forget the quite 
extraordinary interest with which he devoted himself to 
the personal concerns of the talmidin1 of his beis hamidrash? 
These letters bring to mind the Rosh Yeshiva 'i"T being 
prepared again and again to spend hours on end in 
conversation with an individual young yeshiva bachur, 
probing, searching, healing and uplifting. They bring to 
mind the Rosh Yeshiva '7"i working ceaselessly with 
young men from a world utterly strange to Torah, 
inspiring them, guiding them, teaching them not only 
Torah but how and why to value and to love Torah. 
They recall for us the Rosh Yeshiva 'i"T as the master 
craftsman engaged in fashioning-out of the crudest 
clay-nothing less than the noblest form of creation, 
the talmid chacham. These letters bring to mind the Rosh 
Yeshiva 71't as a rock to which his talmidim turned with 
complete assurance in the midst of a seething ocean of 
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Words of Encouragement to a 
Student Lamenting Obstacles and Slumps 

... A failing many of us suffer from is that when 
we consider the aspects of perfection of our sages, 
we focus on the ultimate level of their attain
ments. Wediscuss how they are complete in this 
or that area while omitting mention of the inner 
struggles that had previously raged within them. 
A listener would get the impression that these 
individuals came out of the hand of their Creator 
in full-blown form. 

Everyone is awed at the purity of speech of the 
Chofetz Chaim 'i''~T considering it a miraculous 
phenomenon. But who knows of the battles, 
struggles and obstacles, the slumps and regres
sions that the Chofetz Chaim encountered in his 
war with the yelzer horah (evil inclination)? There 
are m.lriy such. examples, to which a discerning 
individual such as yourself can certainly apply the 
rule. 

The result of this failing is that when an ambi
tious young man of spirit and enthusiasm meets 
obstacles, falls and slumps, he imagines himself as 
unworthy of being "planted in the house of 
Hashem." According to this young man's fancy, 
flourishing in the house of Hashem means to 
repose with calm spirit on"lush meadows" beside 
"tranquil waters" [Tehillim 23] delighting in the 
yetzer hatov, in the manner of the righteous delight
ing in the reflection of the Shechina, with crowns on 
their heads, gathered in Gan Eden. And at the 
same time, untroubled by the agitation of the yelzer 
hara, along the lines of the verse "Free amoung the 
dead" [Tehillim 88:6]. 

Know, however, my dear friend, that your soul 
is rooted not in the TRANQUILITY of the yetzer 
tov, but rather in the BATTLE.of the yetzer lov. And 
your precious, warm-hearted letter "testifies as 
one hundred witnesses" that your are a worthy 
warrior in the battalion of the yetzer tov. The Eng
lish -expressioni ''Lose a battl~ and win: a war" 

conflicts, problems, and doubts. One has only to read 
letter 101 to relive the altogether unique simrhn and 
inspiration of a mesibas Succos with the Rosh Yeshiva ~'"i; 
one has only to read letter 94 to recall the articulated 
perspective from which he permitted or encouraged 
some of his tnlinidi1n to undertake careers for their par
nasa (livelihood); one has only to read letter 128 to appre
ciate anew the passion, the wisdom and the sensitivity 
that the Rosh Yeshiva~"! employed in spurring a falter-
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applies. Certainly, you have stumbled and will 
tumble again (a self-fulfilling .prophecy is not 
intended) and in many battles you will fall lame. I 
promise you, though, that after those losing cam
paigns you will emerge from the war with the 
laurels of victory upon your head and with the 
fresh prey quivering between your teeth. Lose 
battles but win wars. 

The wisest of all men has said, "A just man falls 
seven times and rises again" [Mishlei 24:16]. Fools 
believe the.intent of this.verse is.to teach us some• 
thing remarkable-the jusf man has fallen seven 
times and yet he rises. But the knowledgeable are 
aware that the essence of the tzaddik's rising again 
is by way of his seven falls."' And He saw all that 
he had made and behold, it was very good."Good': 
that is the ydzer tov.'Very good': that is the yelzer 
horah." !Bereishis Rabah 9] 

* * * 
My cherished one, I clasp you to my heart, and 

whisper in your ear that had your letter reported 
on your milzvos and good.deeds, I would have said 
that I had received a good letter from you. As 
things stand, with your letter telling of slumps and 
falls and obstacles, I. say .that I have received a .very 
good letter from you . Your spirit is storming as it 
aspires to greatness. I beg of you, do not portray 
for yourself great men as being as one with their 
yelzer tov. Picture rather their greatness in terms of 
an awesome war with every base and low 
inclination. 

When you feel the turmoil of the yelzer within 
yourself, know that with that feeling you resem
ble great men far more than with the fl!eling of 
deep peace, which you desire. lri those very areas 
where you feel yourself falling most frequently
parfitularly in those areas....:.do you have the grea
test potential for serving as an instrument. of dis
tinction for the honor of Hashem. 

ing young student encountering obstacles on his way 
towards gadlus. A re-reading of the series of letters sent 
over the years to the alumni of Mesivta Rabbi Chaim 
Berlin (letters 64-70) provides a historic reminOPr of the 
milestones in the development of the Rosh Yeshiva ':'"t's 
plans for Torah dissemination. One has only to read a 
random sampling of these letters in order to recall that 
the yira-the awe-for k'Pod haTorah that the Rosh 
Yeshiva~"! instilled into us and with which he welled up 
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Encouragement to an Individual 
, . , Let me now pinpoint the moment in. the 

recent past to which my memory returns, The 
time is one of the evenings of Chol HaMoed Succos. 
, , , The event is the gathering for Shimchas Bais 
HaShoeva, The place isa spacious succa full of cele
brating people; on a high roof top distant and apart 
from the people below, . , . 

The interior of the succa is full with the melody 
of intimate tunes. aimed at the crux of the G-dly 
spirit which resides in the soul. One of the songs is 
a wondrous blend of a majestic melody with the 
words of "Achas Shoalti (One thing I ask)." The 
melody flowing from the violin .and the words 
flowing from the mouth rise together to their 
climax in profound emotion at the words" ... That 
I dwell i.n the house of Hashem all the days of my 
life; to behold the delights of Hashem and to medi
tate in his :sanctuary." 

My glance happened to fall on the face of the 
iµdividual to whom you are related'-'-"as an indi
:Vidual is related to himself," -and the face was full 
6f tears; It was nothing neW to"me to see tears o'n 
your face. I have seen you thus so many times, At 
those occasions, hoWeve:r:,_ there was no one pres
¢pt but the two of us, and the discussion con
c~rned those moments of distress that came and 
went in your life to which I was a party. 

But those tears of the Simchas Sais HaShoeva
those fears that dripped and flowed before the 
entire assemblage-were of a different category 
entirely. Just as it is possible to draw water from a 
pitcher, or from a riVer, or from a fountainhead" so 
it is possible for tears to come from a "pitcher" of 
the soUl, ot a uriver11 of the soul, o'r a fountainhead 
of the soul. As you are aware, Simchas Bais HaShoeva 
is only .celebrated When water is drawn from a 
fountainhead. ]twas plain to see that your tears 
then at the Sime has Bais HaShoeva. were drawnfrom 
the fountainhead of your soul. 

And wo11der of wonders! Those tears trans· 
formed the skin ["or'' with an" Ayin"] of your face 
to the light ["or'' with an "Aleph'1 of your face. I 
have never seen···so concrete an ·example of the 
grammatical rule that an "Ayin" .and an "Aleph" 
may be interchaµgedl 

If your memory serves you, you have certainly 
not forgotten that at that moment I caressed your 
face with my finger,beforethe entire assemblage. 
Come, I will reveal to you the intentof my caress. 
My desire in touching was to transform the 
abstract light into something concrete,something 
to.uchab!e by the fingers, Did I succeed in my 
caress? You must answer that ..... 

in us so spontaneously and with so much warmth. 

"Scaling the Peaks of His Greatness" 

For the opportunity of using this volume to learn 
more about the Rosh Yeshiva ':'"i, this apparent paradox 
between our awe of and our love for him, is surely 
highly relevant. It is in the nature of Kial Yisroel, out of its 
love for Torah and its standard-bearers, to consider its 
Gedoli1n as something like national~and therefore 
wholly public-resources, There is no facet of a gadol's 
life that is not the object of intense interest. KY1 i1\ill 

c~:~l::i iJK i"1t.::?~i ("It is Torah and we must learn.") Every 
aspect of a gadol's life is the embodiment of Torah, and 
seems thus the legitimate focus of studious scrutiny. 
The corollary of this intense interest seems to be the 
tendency for some to believe that it is a relatively simple 
matter to evaluate the gado/. Without oneself having 
attained the peaks scaled by the gadol, it is believed 
entirely feasible to describe those peaks in complete 
detail. It is doubtful whether anyone, even those who 
were fortunate enough to maintain the closest of con
tact with the Rosh Yeshiva ?"!,would be prepared to 
claim such complete understanding. The heights scaled 
by the Rosh Yeshiva~"'! were, we well knew, shrouded 
from us by a mist of yiras hakavod (awe)-at the very time 
that he both radiated and inspired ahava without 
bounds. 

Distaste For Public Position 

In a letter (number 186) the Rosh Yeshiva 'n expresses 
a deep distaste for having to fill any public, official 
position. "Believe me," he wrote (according to a loose 
translation), "if it were possible for me to pursue my 
work in spreading Tor ah, . , . without having to bear the 
seal of an official position-I would be enjoying the best 
of both worlds." Only after repeated attempts to avoid 
such public visibility, he continues, did he conclude that 
contemporary circumstances make this an impossibil
ity. It is surely in fullest consistency with this revelation 
that we knew the Rosh Yeshiva 'I"! to guard his privacy 
with tenacity. (In letter 198 he writes, in reference to a 
forthcoming visit to Erefz Yisroel, according to a loose 
translation: ",,, within the bounds of the possible I 
guard my privacy as I would a treasure precious beyond 
all measure,") 

And if there were two things that the Rosh Yeshiva 
?'1 abhorred absolutely, these were surely the deploy
ment of the modern tools of propaganda, and engaging 
in the slightest forms of chanifa (flattery). He saw propa
ganda as both antithetical to and unnecessary for the 
spread of Torah (see letter 85, p. 159), His abhorrence of 
chanifa is given expression in letter 188. Together, these 
passionately held beliefs and safeguards protected the 
Rosh Yeshiva 'l"!'s cherished privacy. (Even his public 
maamorim were in many years published only in a form 
intended for those who had heard them in his own beis 
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hamidrash. And since the publication of the first volumes 
of the set of Sifrei Pachad Yifzchok, none have been offered 
for sale through commercial channels, They have all 
been-as is the present volume-available only through 
the office of the Yeshiva,) We, the fa/midim of his beis 
hamidrash, seldom permitted our ahava (love) to over
come our yira (awe) to the extent that we dared pierce 
the veil of that privacy, That the peaks of Torah and 
avoda scaled by the Rosh Yeshiva 7"l whether in halacha or 
in Aggnda, in ahava or in yira, were beyond our compre
hension, was apparent to us in countless ways; that we 
might see more of his own life's goals, dreams and 
achievements then he chose to permit us to glimpse, 
never seemed even remotely possible. 

"The Veil is Maintained'' 

i1~1Y' 1'K1' ii~1 ("He performs the wi11 of those who fe!]r 
Him,") This volume, while revealing more then many 
perhaps knew, never tears aside the veil of privacy that 
the Rosh Yeshiva '7 11T was so concerned to maintain. We 
are grateful for the few letters (including diary Pntries)~ 
eloquent in the lyrical quality of their prose, preserved 
from the Rosh Yeshiva 7"t's early years in Slabodka and 
in Erefz Yisroe/, One notes that letters here (numbers 177, 
191) confirm the authorship by the Rosh Yeshiva 7"l of 
the extensive and erudite glosses on the Rabbeinu Hillel 
on the Sifra, hitherto published anonymously, We are 
grateful for numerous additional insights gained from 
this volume, But in the end, the privacy of the Rosh 
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To an Indi-qidu(J,/£.rribarking 
on a Career 

,•' 

' .. , ldp not .n~ed t6 ~~ll!S>\I, that I have never, 
under any circumstan~es/ conser\t~cl JP a double 
life,, , ·.. . .. ·•. · .•••. ·.,, .....• · i 

I recall my vi~it to t!\e !)ps~,ital of [!~, Wallach 
(Shaarei. Tze.clclek} in)'.~r\l~hal~yjm,,;vv:~ef\l s~w 
him approaching the Ii!'d of .. a ,p~Hent about. to 
enter t.he. opef~~ing.~o?,m-!lJr.WaUa~h.~skeil the 
p~tientthe name of his n;other so he ~04W prny 
for him before the op~r~tt?n• \'Vhen !:\~!aWil this 
incident to one of the great fuen'ofYetushalayim, 
he exclaimed, "How envious one must be pf this 
Jew1 who has such .. !"a~v~l()us .opJior!llfl.fties to 
serve as aninstrume~t~wthe honor of Hashem!'': 

Tell me the truth; my; dear friend: [!oes the 
doctor's reciting Tehil/im on behalf of the well· 
being.pf a pati~nt iibou.; t(),~nt~r.t!\e pper;itin~ 
room con.stitute a double life?.•. ·· ·•· /•'.\ ··· .. . / 

And you, my cherished one, Heaven forbid that 
yo11 turn double visio.') ?~.)'OUr~elfaI)4 see your
self leading a doubleJi~e,"Whoever prokings the 
'Ee had' [of Sh ma] has his !'laysancl year• prolonged," 
To the con~rary, y9ur enti!e !~fa s~()t1l9 ~~M qne 
whP·.··.pr9!9ng$;'·;·tne• !:Eth.ifd''.~lltllflea;·· a!id.·; nP.t.••. 
double.,,'. .•. > .•... ; .. ·· ' > ·· 

A multi.tu de Pf;p9int~ ~~~~t~;ei;\1.,.~ne, .11\'l~~l'•tbe 
· (9th:er,. i:ertafri.ly has fh? qiiAlitypf;dJsuJ!i\Y;l>ut •.· ... • 

that slime. mult,itude pfpoint~~'i'rt:apj\¢d aro;md a. ; 
ce.ntr<il pointis(')NI', titde. ,'. , ·· ... •. ·.· ... ·. · '. 

This, my frient:!, is YOl:lf:!.lhligatipn: P\lt • t)le. ·•· · 
''iidiad" at the <:enter of your life; andd\! not at all .•• 
. cont~rn. yburself .. with 4l1'1lit~f'E~ch !J.e11 "point" {i 
Y5'1J 1w911ire will.but• e~t~pdt1h~ .~irc!~/Without· 
d1~t1,1rbing it• integrity, . , . ' • · ·· ·· ·· · ' ' · · 

, ' , ', i,_,-,,,', ,', ,',,, ''_,,-,,-:''' 

f r~n,la!ian Pf thilr!flrf 1' •>Y ~!l~ki!!l)'\'i!lnef, 
atalmld of Rabbi Hrrm1r•nfr 

Yeshiva 7"tis left µncompromised,The11JJ (ho~or) of 
'1J1 '11pn (investigative search) is overwhelmed by the 
ii:l~ of i:li iiiDi1 (seclusion). 

A theme repeated in this volume (letters 87, 180) is 
the lesson drawn from Chaza/ that the Toreh expqunded 
by e gadol during his lifetime acquires a. new degree of 
permanency after his passing from this world, At the 
close of the first year after the passing of the Rosh 
Yeshivq '7'1i, as we complete our ye~r-lOng shattering 
calculation of what we have lost, we 0re gratehil for the 
greet disciples of the Rosh Yesiva 7'1, left to \lS llJn•116n:i 
to help a.chieve this enhanced clegree of permanem:y. 
For sharing these precious letters and. writings with 
us~and for the painstaking tesl< of prodtlcing so 9µt" 
stending an edition-the femily of tile Rosh Yeshiva?"! 
hove surely won our profound gratitllde. '" 

Ip 
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~~ ~I MORNING 
~~ ~ ~;,~:~ CHIZUK 

1-. ~ anywhere w1rh usi 
~- For best rates, best service, best 

hotels, car rentals, cruises & tour packages, call: 

COME ALONG TR4VEL 
(212) 436-6496 

KARKAINISRAEL 
Take advantage of the opportunity to purchase 
cemetery plots in Eretz Yisroel in Mifgash Shimshon 
near Yerushalayim through our newly established 
CHEVRAH OSEH CHESED OF AGUDATH ISRAEL 
Membership in the Chevra entitles one to all benef
its which accompany the services of a Chevra Kadi· 
sha and interment. When you purchase a plot from 
the Chevra Oseh Chesed of Agudath Israel, you are 
supporting the many Agudist activities especially 
the Pirchei and Bnos activities as well asa Free Loan 
Fund in Israel. (212) 791-1800 

!Vow You Can Live 
in Israel 

In the City of Faith 

Ben Torah! You always wanted to live in Eretz 
Israel, but could not afford an apartment or a 
house. With the establishment of the new city 

Emanuel, life in Israel will be made affordable for 
the American obseroant Jew. In Emanuel you 

will have a meaning in your Torah-Life. Over 600 
apartments have already been sold in Israel at 
reasonable prices. Emanuel will not only be a 

city, but a way of life. 

Don't Leave Home 
Without It! 

Tune in at 7:30 a.m. Monday through Thursday 
to 91. 1 FM and hear Morning Chizuk with 

Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser. 

Morning Chizuk is a daily radio program produced by 
Chizuk-"The Torah Link." An agency of Agudath Israel World 
Organization. Each day. Morning Chizuk features a Torah view 
on contemporary Jev.ish living with exciting Divrei Torah, laws and 
customs. stories and parables that rel;ite to today's times. 

Morning Chizuk is part of the Hebrew Jewish 
Program of UPSALA College hosted by Zalman lJmlas. 

For more details 
contact: 

Emanuel 
of Israel 

' __ _j 

Emanuel 
4812 - 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
(212) 853·4442·3 where heaven and .-~rth kiss ... 

\liew of /ypica! te!>'aced buildi"B 
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"This one is different. I under
stand all my other children, but this 
one is a puzzle." 

"He is so different from my oth
ers. He stands out like a sore 
thumb." 

"I can't really believe she is one of 
my children. She is so different from 
all the others. She behaves so oddly 
at times." 

"The others are all good in school 
... maybe not brilliant ... but all 
good-but this one is just not like 
the others." 

"All my others learn so easily-no 
frustration-but my son finds every
thing hard. That's not so surprising 
since he can't really read well at all, 
and just about everything he has to 
do in school depends on reading." 

"Mrs. W., I'd like to conference 
with you about your son, Moshe. 
We're having problems with him in 
school-he's so different from his 
classmates. We're just not reaching 
him." 

"Rabbi D., please come for a con
ference with your son's Rebbe. We 
just don't know if we can handle him 
anymore. You know he has a kriah 
problem, and now that he's in the 
third grade and can't really keep up, 
he's becoming the class clown and is 
disturbing all the others." 

"Dr. N., your daughter is a sweet 
girl, but she is different and we're 
not sure she really belongs in our 
Yeshiva. She day-dreams con
stantly, she's totally dlsorganized, 
she always forgets her homework if 
she does it at all, and it seems to me 
that she's becoming somewhat de
pressed. That's not surprising if we 
consider that she's probably at least 
two years behind the rest of her 
class." 

"I don't know what to do with my 
Dovid. He's not stupid, he's not sick, 
he's not different if you just look at 
him-but he can't read ... he can't 
keep up in class, and I mamish don't 
know what to do." 

Helene Ribowsky, M.S., is an educational con
sultant to Yeshivos, and has a private practice as a 
learning disabilities special isl. She is the co-founder and 
firs/ principal of the Jewish Center of Special Education. 
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THE 
DIFFERENT 

ONES 
A Real Story Told 

zn Unattributed 
Quotes 

by Helene Ribowsky 

"Where should I put him? What 
Yeshiva is going to be willing to 
work with a child who really needs 
one-to-one attention? How is he 
ever going to catch up if he can't 
even read yet?" 

"Is it my fault? I'm frum and I want 
all my children in a Yeshiva. I don't 
want my Yussie to be different. I 
want him to get a Torah education 
just like my others. What am I sup
posed to do? I have sick kinderlach, 
and I just haven't got the money to 
take a private Rebbe." 

"Mrs. W., I just don't have an 
aitza for you. We can't keep Moshe. 
You have to appreciate my position. 
The other parents have rights too. 
They want their children in an organ
ized classroom with a high level of 
learning. You can't expect them to 
sit idly by while your son absorb::; 
the Rebbe's attention." 

"J know that he's normal. I know 
that he's terrific in sports and that 
he has an ear for music. That's just 
terrific. When I go to shul each week 
and everyone's talking about his 
son's progress in Mishnayos or Gemor
rah, 111 tell that my son hit three 
homers in his last game. Really, 
Rachel, you're asking too much of 
me. Let's face it. He's different-and 
I haven't found the words yet to 
describe our problem. Why were we 
geshtrufed with this problem?" 

"You, Chana, are responsible for 
Shimi's problem. I tell you-J also 
raised children. I raised you and 
your brothers, and I tell you that 
there's nothing wrong with Shimi. 
He's perfectly normal. He's a boy! 
You should have seen what your 
brothers were like. Don't you re
member the time Yitzi ran away 
from school. What a character! 
Shimi is just a lively child. He11 read 
a little later. You're making yourself 
meshugah over this learning disabi
lity-shmearning disability non
sense. You hear a new word and 
right away you have to be in style. 
He11 outgrow it, you1l see." 

"Do you think I'm overreacting, 
Label? Am 1 causing the problem? 
My mother says it's me-and your 
mother also thinks I should have my 
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head examined. But how can I ignore 
Eli's problems? He's miserable in 
school. He just sits there not ac
complishing anything. What's the 
future to be if we don't help him? I 
know that there were always kids 
that were shlepped along in school. 
Everyone had someone like that in 
class. But I don't want him to just 
shlep. I want him to learn-and he can 
do it. When we had him tested, 
everyone agreed that his potential is 
greater than what he is doing now, 
and that he could definitely do bet
ter if he were taught differently." 

"Yes, of course we have heard 
that there is such a thing as special 
education for Yeshiva children. We 
are not living in a different world, 
Mrs. W. Weknowitexists-butour 
Yeshiva will not__._no, make it can
not~cannot undertake the added 
expense of any kind of special pro
gram. We're having enough trouble 
keeping ourselves alive. I suggest you 
use private tutoring for Levi ... Yes, 
I know it's expensive ... Yes, I know 
that all your boys have always at
tended our Yeshiva ... Mrs. W., I 
don't know what to tell you. I feel 
with you, believe me I do, but I can't 
help you," 

"Sora, what's this I hear about 
you considering a special program 
for your Malkele? Listen to me, 
maybe your friends won't advise 
you honestly, but as your older sis
ter, I feel that I must make you aware 
of what you11 be doing. She's nine 
now~but how many years away do 
you think it is before she1l be ready 
for a shidduth?. , . No, no, don't fly off 
the handle . . . Be realistic! There 
were plenty of girls in my day in 
school who just occupied space and 
it didn't hurt them. They're mar
ried, they're happy ... How do I 
know they're happy? I don't go on 
visits to check, Sora, but they have 
families, friends-everything that 
normal people have. So Malkele 
won't learn-but at least nobody will 
label her." 

"She1l be an outcast. The whole 
family Will be shamed. We are a chu
sheva family, and we certainly never 
had any of these problems on our 
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side. Can't you just stop /ummeling 
about the whole thing? Dress her 
nicely and teach her to smile and 
she11 get along fine. But a special 
class? That would be a Geferleche 
Shandehr' 

"Mommy, Mommy, please don't 
make me go to school. Please! Please! 
My stomach hurts, and I feel so sick. 
I can't go to school. I hate it! My 
Rebbe doesn't like me and my teach
er makes fun bf me." 

"Tatti, why do all the other kids 
laugh when I read?" 

"Zaide, do you love me? Do you 
really love me? Could you tell me 
why I'm different-why don't I have 
any friends? Why do they call me 
'Shmichi' instead of 'Simshi'?" 

"Your son is clearly demonstrat
ing developmental delay, com
pounded by dyslexia, disnomia and 
difficulties within the hierarchial 
structure of associative psycholin
guistics. He is quite obviously in 
need of compensatory services 
geared toward overcoming his at
tentional deficit disorder. You real
ize, of course, that all this is proba
bly due to minimal brain dysfunc
tion. He will clearly not benefit from 
the dual rigors of a Yeshiva pro
gram. The choice is yours, Mr. & 
Mrs. T., but, as a professional, I can 
only advise you that the best place 
for him is in a public school." 

"But ... but ... but, Dr., we're 
Orthodox. What do those words 
mean that you said? What is dys
lexia? Does this mean that my 
Reuven can never learn if he stays in 
Yeshiva? I know you're busy, but 
couldn't you just explain a little 
more about his problem? It sounds 
so scary. I don't really understand 
what you said. He just didn't look 
that bad to me .... " 

"Mommy ... Ma! ... Mommy! 
My friends are coming over this 
Shabbos. Can't you hide Malky? She's 
so nutty, and I'm ashamed. My 
friends think she's cuckoo. She 
drives me crazy ... I don't care if she 
doesn't have any friends because 
she goes to public school. That's the 
whole point. She's so different. Why 
do I have to have a sister with a 

learning disability?" 
"Label, I don't have the strength 

anymore. It feels as if the whole 
world is against us. No yeshiva 
wants to take him in, our parents 
won't help, our friends are brusque 
or overpolite, the psychologist at the 
hospital scares me . .. I have no one 
to turn to-no one who seems to 
understand. Sometimes, I just need 
to know that there is another frum 
human being who knows what 
we're going through. Are we the 
only ones? Were we singled out?" 

"Emah, Abah, look! My teacher 
taught me a trick and I don't mix up 
the Bais and the Vais anymore. If it 
has a pintele, you push out the sound 
'B' real hard. It's a push pintele. It's so 
much fun to learn-and I got a prize 
because she said I was so smart ... 
I'm not so stupid now, am I?" 

"Tatti, Mommy. I got an 80 on my 
Chumash test. I remembered all the 
words after I heard them on my tape 
recorder so many times last night. 
My Rebbe smiled at me." 

"I have to admit, Rachel. He's a 
different child now that we got him 
the special attention he needed. So 
much calmer and happier. Even if he 
weren't actually learning, it's worth 
it because he became a mentch again. I 
just wish that you wouldn't have 
had to go to work for this. It's been 
so hard on you-running a home 
and working-staying up every 
night till one and two o'clock. A child 
with a learning disability in the frum 
world needs a rich father. I'm sorry, 
Rachele, that I can't bring in enough 
to cover the expenses and that you 
have to work so hard." 

"Tatti, you can love me now. I'm 
not so different. I can read. I can 
daven in a Siddur. You can be proud of 
me." 

• • • 
Learning disabilities. Many ques

tions, many issues. A societal prob
lem for which there are no simple 
solutions. We must, however, be
come aware, as a concern approp
riately labeled "the least we can do," 
of how complex the problem is when 
some Yeshiva children do not fit 
into the highly competitive class-
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rooms into which we place most of 
our children. It is readily understood 
that academic and emotional prob
lems exist among even children who 
are simply not the above average 
achievers who confidently handle 
the multi-faceted Yeshiva curricu
lum. It should therefore require far 
less fertile imaginative powers to 
conjure up the mental picture of the 
kinds of anguish faced by young
sters who do, indeed, have specific 
learning disabilities. These are the 
children who, though of average 
intelligence, encounter difficulties 
primarily in academic areas, but who 
often have underlying problems 
such as distractibility, short atten
tion spans, language processing de
ficits, memory problems, disorgani
zation and perceptual problems. 
There is no such thing as a typical 
learning disabled child, for each child 
presents his or her own unique 
pattern-and so, there is no such 
thing as a" one size fits aU" program 

of remediation. The crucial aspect, 
however, is that special educational 
approaches do work. 

Learning disabled youngsters, 
though they may not look different, 
are different in their needs for indi
vidualized approaches to instruction. 
They can learn and they can achieve, 
but through different pathways for 
learning and within their own time 
schedules. Traditional time frame
works for curriculum coverage 
simply do not apply. 

Learning disabled children can 
contribute to our society, but not if 
we reject them as lesser people. 
They can be ignored, and will blend 
into masses of shidduched but un
happy and secretly-ashamed people 
(if we are lucky), but at enormous 
cost to the mental health of present 
and future generations. Dangers of 
isolation and assimilation are fright
eningly inherent in this problem, 
and we cannot afford the loss of 
even one neshama to Am Yisroel. Sure-

ly, too, halachic questions abound 
concerning the serious transgres
sion of neglecting the chinuch of 
some of our youngsters because 
they are more difficult to teach. 

The yeshivos would like to help 
(those who admit to the need), but 
are in serious financial straits. It is 
becoming difficult for all yeshivos 
to continue in face of spiraling infla
tion and reduced governmental aid. 

Families would like to talk about 
their problems and seek community 
support, but are afraid of ostracism 
or embarrassment. 

And yet, what does one answer 
the little seven year old who, 
through eyes watery with unshed 
tears, looks at his Aleph-Bais text and 
says in a low, anguished voice
painful to hear in one so young
"Please help me read ... take me to a 
doctor so he can make me read. I 
don't want to be different. I want to 
grow up to be a Rebbe and daven like 
my Tatti." lT 

Jn the 5 years since its founding the Jewish 

OF Center for Special Education has racked up a 

PROUD deficit of $320,000.00 - and we're proud of it. 

WE A ~ C In these five years we have helped over 150 
~ Learning Disabled Yeshiva students gain a 

R 
foothold in life. So far 29 students have been helped to return to regular yeshivas. 

Ou If we had not done what we did these children would have been Jost. Then we 
would have had reason for shame. Then our deficit would be measured in lives 

DEFICIT! 
rather than in dollars. 

But we've come as far as we can cih our own. 

With your help our present "dollar deficit" can be covered. 

Without your help our future deficits may have to be expressed in terms of 
lives lost - nobody will ever be able to cover that deficit. 

Help now by pledging your support so that we can continue to help. 

Join us at our annual M·lava Malka on: February 6, 1982 at Menorah Hall, 5000 14th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

If it is impossible for you to join us in person please join us with your contribution. 

The work of The Jewish Center for Special Education is known to and endorsed. by Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi \ 
...... __ ...... _ ... ______________ ...... ___ ... ___ ---- __ ...... __ ...... ____ Y~~k9~ !5~rri!:n~1s!% f3~b_bj §bl!.i:;.u~,!\<?~e~~!!d_T~j9~yEE.s~!Y<;~~ 

The Jewish Center for Special Education DWi1 •"TID., i1:l.1W 1 1 
430 Kent Ave. , Brooklyn N.Y. 11211 

Gentlemen: {212) 792-00641516 

J want to participate in the support of the work of The Jew'1sh Center for Special Education: 

[J Enclosed please find my contribution of$-----·---------·------.. -----·--------

o r hereby pledge to contribute the sum of$ _ ··----·-----------·--------·· 

l am interested in more information. 
o Send me some of your literature. rJ Cati me at 

Name ---------

Address ------------.. ------ City, State. Zip --·--
All Contributions are Tax Deductible 
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Hashem's Special 
Children-
A Communal 
Responsibility 
uster R. Kaufman 

Hundreds of Children Forcibly 
Removed from Jewish Community. 

Thousands More Believed in Jeopardy 
of Further Government Action. 

If these headlines were to appear in the news media, 
the Jewish community would be in an uproar. A major 
campaign would be mounted by all national Jewish 
organizations. A legal battle would be waged to protect 
the religious liberties of these children. Street demon
strations would be launched against the perpetrators of 
such a crime, and our Jewish newspapers would head
line the story as it progressed. How is it possible that in 
America in the 1980's such a tragedy could take place 
right under our very eyes? How could we not have 
known in advance that such a threat was lurking? Could 
we have done anything to save these children for whom 
it is now too late? Who will accept responsibility for 
allowing the loss of so many Jewish souls? 

The frightful aspect of this scenario is that it is not 
fiction! Children who live next door or around the 
corner from each and every one of us in Jewish com
munities throughout the country are being lost forever 
to Yiddishkeit. In many instances, these children come 
from fully committed Orthodox families where the par
ents are active in Jewish communal life and the siblings 
of these children attend the finest Yeshivos. The reason 
the above headlines never appeared is because these 
children were not taken away in one single dramatic 
sweep, but rather through a constant silent flow of 
tragic actions. 

Who Are These Children? 

The "children" of whom we are speaking may be 
either minors or adults, chronologically speaking. What 

Lester R. Kaufman ACSW is the Executive Director of Ohel Children's 
Home, the major agency within the Orthodox Community serving the needs of 
disabled children and adults. He is also the National President of the Association of 
Orthodox Jewish Scientists, Past President of its Mental Health/Behavioral Science 
Section, and Past Chairman of the Board of the Health Systems Agency of New York 
City for the Boro Park!Bensonhursl region. 

20 The Jewish Observer I December, 198 I 



The fear that the disabled child's handicap will "rub off" or unduly influence 
our own children is unfounded. Quite the contrary, the midas (character traits) 

we demonstrate to our normal children by reaching out to all human beings 
including the disabled can exert a highly potent positive influence on them. 

makes them all children, however, is that they must 
confront life without the usual complement of capabili
ties that G-d gave the rest of us. They are our children 
who have either physical, developmental or emotional 
disabilities. Physical disabilities include impairments of 
sight, hearing, movement and the nervous system (i.e. 
spinal bifida, cerebral palsy, brain damage, etc.). Devel
opmental disabilities is a cross categorical term but 
commonly refers to conditions such as mental retarda
tion, learning disabi1ities, language impairments, and 
the like. Emotional disabilities refer to disturbances of 
feeling or behavior and may be caused by organic or 
emotional factors. They include such conditions as neu
rosis, personality disorder, schizophrenia, and dep
ression. 

These disabilities may range from those that are 
mild-and therefore largely invisible to all but those 
closely involved with the child-to severe, where inten
sive treatment is necessary to maintain the child. Fur
thermore, some individuals have a combination of the 
above stated types of disabilities because of environ
mental factors such as severe chaotic and conflicting 
family situations, traumatic separations and/or neglect 
of their basic human needs. 

What a Pity! 

This is the point at which it is tempting to stop read
ing this article. We all have our own problems and it is cerfainly 
not pleasant lo read about others' miseries. After all, don't we pay 
professionals who have the constitution and the training to take care of 
these poor children? Unfortunately, it is just such attitudes 
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that have given rise to the present state of affairs in our 
own committed Jewish community. 

Let us go back again to the issue of who these children 
are. First and foremost, they are human beings created 
as the rest of us-B'Tzelem Elokim, in the Image of G-d. 
Hence, in the scale of Jewish values, the importance of 
their lives is not to be dismissed with a shrug of the 
shoulders. Their disabilities are not of their own mak
ing, and there is no reason to saddle them with blame 
for their predicament. Rather it is our job to accept what 
G-d has given and do our best to enhance, to its fullest 
potential, that which He has made. Almost all of these 
children have a sufficient amount of understanding to 
experience their Jewish neshamos and are as obligated in 
the performance of milzvos as any of us. Indeed, many 
of these children have full intellectual abilities. As for 
those who are sholim-halachically not considered res
ponsible-they, too, deserve to receive basic care and to 
have the ongoing concern of a loving family that will 
exercise concern for their welfare. 

Pity or ingratiating attitudes are also not being 
sought. "Special" is not just used as a euphemism to 
avoid the stigma of despair and suffering. Parents and 
others who know these children see that there really is 
something special in a positive sense about these child
ren, more than with average children. Whether it is 
their extra dependency that fosters a closeness with 
others who care about them, their greater appreciation 
of all that they do have or can achieve, or just the 
absence of social pretensions which add the elements of 
deceit and selfishness to personality, these children do 
have an inner beauty that is truly unique. In other 
words, once the child's disability has been accepted, 
caring for the child can be every bit as fulfilling as caring 
for any other child, if not more so. 

"Bracha" in Disguise? 

If the special child is such a bracha, why do so many 
parents of disabled children seem to be carrying such a 
great burden? Obviously, because much more is re
quired to meet the needs of special children. More than 
with average children, special children require a greater 
breaking down of tasks into their most elementary 
components. Also required is persistence, consistency 
of approach, repetition, and above all, infinite patience, 
understanding and encouragement. Simple tasks of 
everyday living often become major undertakings. The 
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services of professionals from numerous disciplines
such as medicine, special education, psychology, rehabil
itation and social work-must be involved to link the 
child with the various educational and treatment ap
proaches that hold the most promise. The parent also 
faces the extra financial strain of the cost of these 
treatments, special schoolsr and camps. In additionr 
there is a host of worries. On the one hand, the parents 
are bothered by the gnawing question of whether they 
are doing enough for the child. On the other hand, they 
worry about neglecting the other children in the family, 
an aging parent, or the marriage itself, all of which can 
compete with the needs of the special child. The task can 
be exhausting and demoralizing, to say the least. How 
easy it is for parents to break in face of all these obsta
cles, feeling that only the strongest can manage and still 
lead full lives of their own. 

Handicap or Disability? 

We have not used the word handicapped as yet 
because there is an important distinction to be made. 
Disabilities are innate to the individual. They are the 
"given" from which we start and which also define the 
limits of capacity. A fully blind child will never have his 
own sight, nor will a retarded child ever acquire addi
tional intelligence. There are parameters within which 
the individual may progress, but dreams about trans
cending reasonable parameters are fantasies which 
sometimes cause parents to go searching for the 
"wonder cure" that doesn't exist. In contrast to disabil
ity, however, handicaps are obstacles that society in its 
insensitivity places before the disabled, making their 
way even more difficult. Orthopedically disabled per
sons can travel only if public transportation systems are 
designed with their needs in mind. Learning disabled 
individuals can learn to master deficit subject areas if 
special aids and learning methods are applied to help 
them compensate. 

Most important, however, are the negative attitudes 
often operating on a subconscious level that the rest of 
society has toward the disabled, which seem to box 
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them in and keep them more different than they need 
be. Setting up negative expectations, rejecting aH behav
iors, expressions, or feelings that do not conform to 
given norms, focusing in on differences rather than 
similarities, and refusing to accept people with disabili
ties as unique individuals each able to contribute to 
society in his own ways and within his own abilities
these are all attitudes that isolate the disabled from the 
rest of the community, foster an exaggerated image of 
gross abnormality, and create an attitude of needless 
fear and anxiety. It is these negative attitudes toward 
the disabled that sometimes cause parents in our com
munity to hide, experience guilt and shame, and seek to 
run away from the issues they must confront to imple
ment effective ameliorative efforts. They also explain 
why people sometimes reject the establishment of 
group homes, which provide the only opportunity for 

the disabled to live their lives to the maximum potential 
as fully participating members of our Jewish community 
rather than as regimented robots in cold institutions. 
These attitudes are contrary to Torah spirit. In addition, 
they tend to make the disabled a burden on society, 
which they need not be. Only by accepting the.disabled 
as people with feelings, desires and goals to accomplish 
in life can we help these people realize their potential. 
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In fact, it is most important to avoid labeling a child as 
"different" or abnormal, for the mere label itself often 
becomes the basis for parents, professionals, school, or 
community to give up. Specific labels are important in as 
much as they permit professionals to properly diagnose 
a problem for the purpose of treatment. Nevertheless, 
these labels should not be used to exclude a child from 
an environment to which he might be capable of 
responding. As many opportunities as possible should 
be extended to special children to participate in activities 
with other children through integration in yeshiva, shul, 
youth groups and any other aspect of Jewish life. It is 
true that it may take more effort, more planning, more 
patience and sometimes even more than the usual 
resources to accomplish this, but the vast majority of 
the disabled can be integrated into many activities with 
others. To turn our faces and avoid contact is harmful to 
ourselves as well as to the disabled. 

The fear that the disabled child's handicap will "rub 
off" or unduly influence our own children is unfounded. 
Quite the contrary, the midos (character traits) we dem
onstrate to our normal children by reaching out to all 
human beings including the disabled can exert a highly 
potent positive influence on them. 

In the final analysis, who is to say what is "normal"? 
The world's people are not divided categorically into 
normal and abnormal groupings. None of us is perfect, 
and in that sense, we all have types of disabilities of one 
sort or another. As we live our lives, various types of 
disabilities may be acquired or shed. Disabilities run on a 
single continuum, which includes all of us. 

A Communal Response 

The Orthodox Jewish Community is in a unique posi
tion vis-a-vis dealing with the disabled. Because our 
shared values, commitments and life styles are so dif
ferent from those of the larger American culture, we 
are always in the position of having to create responses 
to our own community's problems from within, so they 
can be tailor-made to our special needs and promote our 
religious purposes. Hence, just as a public school could 
never be the answer to educating our"normal" children, 
so also a non-Jewish institution, residence, foster home, 
or special school can never be the solution to providing 
for our disabled. Since we cannot rely on the solutions 
others have devised and we cannot take advantage of 
their services, the responsibility for the Torah commun
ity to respond is that much greater. As Hillel stated, "If I 
will not be for myself, who will be for me?" (Avos I: 14). 

Recent court decisions and legislative actions on the 
American scene have for the first time highlighted the 
rights of disabled individuals-to live in the least restric
tive environment, to receive equal opportunities to edu
cation, to have free access to public services, and to be 
free from discrimination in the workplace, higher edu
cation, housing and the like. These decisions have begun 
to have a major impact on making the disabled more 
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visible in American society and creating sensitivity on 
the part of others to their needs. No longer need the 
disabled be handicapped, isolated, or enveloped by fear, 
rejection and shame. We who live in accordance with 
the Torah, however, do not require court decisions or 
legal acts to direct us in our responsibilities for others. 
These concepts are implicit in the Torah, and it is our 
responsibility as the modern bearers of our eternal tra
dition to translate these ideals into realities. Rather than 
follow American society, our Torah equips us with the 
guidance to be in the forefront of progressive treatment 
and humanitarian care for every human being. We can
not afford to do less as Jewish souls are being lost each 
day, awaiting for us to awaken to our responsibilities to 
them. 

Aaepting the disabled as people with feelings and goals 
in life will help them realize their potential. 

On Accepting Disabilities: 

I. Accept our children who have disabilites with a warm 
heart and seek to integrate them into our yeshivas, 
shu/s, youth groups and other community and neigh
borhood activities whenever possible. 

2. Help Jewish agencies to provide preventive and sup
port services to families-such as counseling, home
makers, medical services, tutors, and respite care so 
families can keep themselves whole wherever 
possible. 

3. Support special education schools and supplemental 
programs that aim to couple modern effective tech
niques with a strong commitment to providing 
Torah education for all children. 

4. Support the establishment of Torah-sponsored group 
homes for the disabled in every community and help 
their residents feel welcome. 

5. Open your hearts and homes to Jewish children who 
are in need of foster homes and those who are in 
danger of being lost forever if no Jewish family is able 
to provide them with a permanent home through 
adoption. ~T 
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ISRAEl 
Burials and American Disinterments 

F1MT71M1!1 :11"71!1 
announces !hat RiVERSIOE continues to be the oniy i.cenSed 

funeral d•rector in the U S able to effect 

Transfer to Israel within the same dey 
Har Hamenucho! 

And all Cemeteries In Israel 
RIVERSIDE aiso is avaliable as the 

Sole agent for Sanhadrea Cemetery 
RIVERSIDE only can ofier th•S service 

Enroute to Israel within the same day 
• Strict adherence to Halacha and M1nhag1rn 

Arrangments made during !1fet1me with no ooi.ga11on 
• Chapel secured 1n a"y community 

RIVERSIDE 
Memorial Chapel. Inc Funeral Directors 

MANHATTAN 
180 Wes! 76th S! (al Amsterdam Ave IN Y NY 1 EN2-6600 

BROOKLYN 310 Coney lstand Ave (Ocean Parkway 
af Prospect Park). Brooklyn. NY I UL 4-2000 

BRONX 1963 Grand Concourse (at 1791h St J Bron~. NY /LU 3-6300 
FAR ROCKAWAY 12-50 Cen1ral Ave Far Rockaway N v I FA 7-7H)O 

And The Westchester Riverside Memorial Chape1. Inc 
21 Wes! Broad Street. Mt Vernon.Ny I (9141 MO 4. 6800 

Chapels 10 M1am1. M111m1 Beach Hollywood. S1.m11se F1onda 
Car! Grossberg I Andrew F1er I Solomon Shoutson 

For generations a symbol of Jewish Tradition 

Exclusive Caterers at the Elegant 

COTILLION TERRACE 
7307 18th Avenue, 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Open Chupa-Glatt Kosher 

Accommodations Up To 700 Persons 
We also cater for all ·1our simchas 

Bris. K1ddushes. Sheva Brochas e1c 
a1 home. synagogue or the hail ol your choice 

CALL MR. GREENFIELD 853-0700 
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Gems from the Roshei Hayeshiva 
The National Convention ofAgudath Israel of America offers an 

enviable opportunity to spend time in f he presence of Gedo lei Yisroel, to 
hear their explanations of Torah passages from the week's Sidra and to 
learn from the way they apply Torah principles to contemporary issues. 

We present with pride excerpts from the addresses given by senior 
Roshei Hayeshiva at the most recent convention, in their order of 
presentation. 

ZS 
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A Time To See and Be Seen 
Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky H"~~'itt' customarily speaks at 

Shalash Seudos at the Convention when he engages the entire 
assemblage in an intimate conversation, as it were. The 
following is culled from his remarks on that occasion. 

I. Yahrtzeit-a Milestone 

The convention Shabbos, 2 Kislev, coincides with the nineteenth anniversary of 
the passing of the great Rosh Yeshiva, founder of Beth Medrash Govoha in 
Lakewood, NJ, and chairman of the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah (Council of Torah 
Sages of Agudath Israel of America), Rabbi Aaron Kotler '7":tt. The significance of 
a Yahrlzeil is explained by the gaonim (7th to 11th Century leaders), as cited in 
Rashi's commentary on the Gemora (Yevamos 122a). Rashi interprets the term regel, 
which usually refers to the three pilgrimage festivals, as a Yahrtzeil and describes it 
as a time that scholars convene in a day of contemplation at the gravesite of the 
deceased. A Yahrtzeit, then, is similar to a regel: On the regalim a Jew is commanded 
"liros veleira'os-to see and be secn-"by G-d. That is, he is commanded to visit the 
Beis Hamikdosh and witness the avoda (priestly service) there, which inspires him 
with awe before G-d. In addition, the pilgrim views himself as being observed, 
scrutinized by G-d, who examines a man from the inside out, rather than by a 
mere surface inspection. 

Similarly, on the Yahrtzeit of a great man, a ta I mid should picture himself as if on a 
pilgrimage. He should envision himself standing before this spiritual giant, and 
ask himself: "What would he be doing today? How would he identify the prob
lems of the times, and how would he be responding to them? What would he 
demand of us?" Then he should visualize himself in the "leira'os" position: "How 
would the Rebbe view me? Would he find me living up to my potential? How 
would he fault me?" One can be sure that even weeks before such an intense 
examination, a person would hesitate to commit a sin, no matter how minor, for 
how would he then be able to stand up under the great man's scrutiny-and now 
under his own scathing introspection? In this respect, a Yahrlzeil is a regel-a time 
"to see and be seen." 

II. Learning From Reb Aaron-As a Colleague and a Disputant 

On his Yahrlzeil, we must picture Reb Aaron before us. While others remember 
him as their rebbe, their mentor, my relationship with Reb Aaron was as a 
colleague-usually on the same side on issues, but occasionally as opponents. A 
plea for peace in our ranks has been expressed here.* Perhaps there's a lesson to 
be learned on how to wage a battle and still preserve peace from the way Reb 
Aaron fought and still maintained a peaceful relationship with his opponents. 

*Rabbi Perlow, Novominsker Rebbe, on Friday evening (after Kabba/as Shabbos) issued an impassioned plea for 
Sholom in Orthodox ranks: It is impossible to dissociate yourself from the battles raging among different 
factions within Orthodoxy. The bitterness of their disputes not only reflects on us, it taints us diretly as 
members of one large Torah community. We must do what we can to achieve peace in our ranks. 
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Hillel And Shammai differed strongly in their interpretation of Torah law. For 
example, a specific leverite marriage** mandated by the Torah according to 
Shammai, is forbidden by Hillel, with the children of such a union mamzeirim. Yet, 
this did not by any means result in the splitting of the two, Bais Shammai and Bais 
Hillel, into separate communities. To the contrary, marriages between the two 
took place, but before any such union was contemplated, one would inform the 
other, "So-and-so is forbidden in marriage to a member of your group." Respect 
and affection prevailed in spite of diametrically opposed views. 

Reb Aaron and I had grown up together. Eighty years ago, when we were 
children in Minsk, he had visited my home, and so impressed all who saw him that 
my mother later asked me, "Who's that boy? The Shechina (Divine presence) rests 
upon him!" ... We were together in Slobodka ... When I was rav in Toronto, 
during World War II, Reb Aaron was instrumental in bringing me to Torah 
Vodaath in Brooklyn .... Yet we fought each other bitterly on some issues. 

In the early years of Israel's statehood, the government had set up four 
different education tracks: two were secular, the third was run by the Mizrachi, 
and the fourth-Zerem Revi'i-consisted of the traditional Talmud Torahs and 
chadorim, primarily located in Jerusalem, where the overwhelming amount of time 
was devoted to religious studies. In 1953, the government decided to consolidate 
this system into only two streams-mamlachti (secular) and mamlachli dali (reli
gious), with the schools in the latter system comparatively weaker in Torah spirit. 
In response, Reb Aaron (with Gedolei Torah in Eretz Yisroel) undertook the founding 
of the Chinuch Atzmai Torah School System to teach Torah to children across 
the countryside. I had felt that since there were limits to our resources of energy 
and funds, the emphasis should be placed on the existing schools in the Tashbar 
network, as the single repository of pure, unadulterated Torah study. By con
trast, Reb Aaron strongly advocated supporting the Chinuch Atzmai Schools as 
the item of first priority. In spite of our fierce disagreement, our close friendship 
was not affected .... In the interim, I visited Erelz Yisroel and it became obvious to 
me that Chinuch Atzmai was crucial to saving the broad masses of Kial Yisroel in 
Erelz Yisroel. Without Chinuch Atzmai, Torah would be relegated to a vinkel
ghettoized, totally isolated from the mainstream of life in Israel. Since our dispute 
was untouched by personal animosity, it was not difficult for me to state publicly 
that I was wrong and Reb Aaron was right: the emphasis must be on Chinuch 
Atzmai. 

Stronger in opposition to Reb Aaron-and on many more issues-was the 
Satmar Rav'7"::n. Yet at Reb Aaron's funeral, the Satmar Rav wept for his passing, 
underscoring the praise of "lil'IV K'717 ,)ic'1'1 (quoting a Rashi in Beha'alos'cha) Aaron 
who did not deviate in the least from his tradition," even though it was different 
from his own tradition. 

Indeed, the disputes between Chassidic leaders, as between different Gedolei 
Yisroel in general, had always been on issues, untouched with personal venom. 
Only their followers injected the personal dimension .... As a matter of fact, the 
Satmar Rebbe delivered his first Torah address in America in the beis midrash of 
Mesivta Torah Vodaath, even though the yeshiva represented an approach far 
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removed from Satmar. , , , And the Klausenberger Rebbe, too, gave his first shiur 
in America in the very same hall. Neither the guests nor the "host," Reb Shraga 
Feivel Mendlowitz, saw the differences in doctrinal approach as reason not to 
honor one another. 

III. Meeting Kial Needs-With Ma'aser 

Chinuch Atzmai is in desperate need of funds, as are all of our Torah institu
tions. In the Torah reading ("To/dos"), an allusion is made to the obligation of 
tithing-taking ma'aser*, in terms of Yitzchok giving a tenth of the land's produce 
to charity. In the previous generation (as recounted in "Lech Lecha"), Avrohom had 
also separated ma'aser-having given Malkitzeddek the Kohein a tenth of the booty 
gained in his battle with the four kings, which he had waged to save Lot. When 
the king of Sodom requested of Avrohom, "Give me the people, and take the 
material possessions for yourself," Avrohom refused to keep anything what
soever. He would not enrich himself from the property of Sodom-not with "a bit 
of string nor a shoelace." All went back to the King of Sodom. Yet he did not 
hesitate to hold on to the tenth that he had separated as ma'aser and had turned 
over to Malkitzeddek. This was not an inconsistency on Avrohom's part. By right, 
all the booty was truly his, and by the same token, the obligation to tithe was also 
binding on him from the moment the property entered his domain. If he chose to 
be gallant and restore the possessions of Sodom to its ruler, that was his preroga
tive insofar as nine-tenths of the possessions are concerned, but he could not be a 
gentleman at /zeddaka's expense. Ma'aser by its very nature does not belong to the 
owner, but are charity funds from the start. 

Would we but tithe the fruits of our productivity with the same sense of 
recognition that Avrohom had, segregating the funds as soon as they are earned, 
the task of giving would be far easier to fulfill. We would not be reluctant to part 
with them when faced with each request, responding to each crying need. 
Moreover, the yeshivas would no longer find themselves in their terrible, ever
intensifying financial bind; they would not be so dependent upon government 
funding, nor would they be forced into compromising circumstances. Our com
munity is wealthy enough to take care of its own. 

During the closing years of Golus Bavel, just prior to the Jewish People's return 
to Israel and the building of the Second Beis Hamikdosh, the Prophet exorted the 
people in regard to their ma'aser obligations (Malachi 3:10). In reward for their 
dedicated preparation for this mitzva, they were soon back in the Land, carrying it 
out in practice. The time has now arrived for us to take the obligation of ma'aserto 
heart and to practice it in regard to maser kesafim-tithing income for charity. 
Then, soon-very soon-we will again ;'l''K be putting ma'aser into practice in 
every sense of the word. cT 

*Here, too, Rabbi Kamenetzky was expanding on remarks made by the Novominsker Rebbe. 
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Of Harmony and Blessings 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, H"~~'it:' chairman of the Moetzes 

Gedolei Ha Torah spoke to the convention through a film 
prerecorded in the Rosh Yeshiva's home. 

I. No Internal Warfare 

When Rivka was pregnant with Yaakov and Eisav, she felt them battling within 
her (;i::iip:i D'J:i;i 1~~1in.,..,), and therefore sought counsel from Shem and Ever. 
"Two nations are in your womb," she was told, and she was satisfied. There is no 
mention of a cessation of combat. Why did this prediction of continual battle 
appease her? 

At the outset, she had also known that she was carrying twins, but she had 
thought that the two of them were destined to carry on the heritage of Avrohom 
and Yitzchak. Thus their battling distressed her, because it predicted an eternity 
of brotherly strife within the ranks of what would be Kial Yisroel. This she could 
not bear. When her condition was then explained as presaging conflicts between 
two nations, she was ready to accept the situation. That the one of her children that 
was chosen to carry on the patriarchal mission would face a constant external 
threat was bearable, as long as there would be unity within the ranks of the 
offspring of her chosen son. 

It is most essential that in these times, when we face constant harrassment 
from without, that we eliminate strife from amongst ourselves as much as 
possible. Indeed, it is to the credit of Agudath Israel that it brings together 
disparate groups within Orthodoxy and endeavors to promote peace and har
mony between different factions. 

II. When the Blessings Begin 

When Yitzchok began farming the land of Israel, his efforts were blessed by 
G-d. The Chumash recounts that even though the soil he cultivated was not fertile, 
and it was generally a year of hunger, his crop flourished. In fact, his yield was a 
hundred times more than he had expected it to be-a projection he had made so as 
to have some idea of how much ma'aser he would be giving. Truly, it would seem 
that his efforts were blessed, especially in view of the harsh conditions that had 
prevailed. Yet it was not until after all the details of his harvest were reported that 
the Chumash says:" And G-d blessed him" (Bereishis 26:13). Apparently, then, the 
actual blessing was bestowed upon Yitzchok after he had harvested his crop
after he had taken ma'aser (tithe for charity). 

This follows the rule of" aser leaser-you shall take a tenth" -a double expres
sion. The rabbis interpret this as indicating "aser bishvil yes/is'asher-tithe and you 
will become prosperous," which is engrained in nature. G-d's blessings take effect 
in theirfullness after ma'aser. As we prepare ourselves to meet our lzeddaka obliga
tions, we should realize that we are also on the threshold of G-d's most bountiful 
blessings. ~T 
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Of Criticism, Compromise 
and Constructive Action 

Rabbi Moshe Shmuel Shapiro K"~''IW, Rosh Yeshiva of 
Beer Yaakov and member of the Moetzes Gedolei 
Ha Tor ah in Eretz Yisroel, was a special guest of the 
convention and addressed the keynote session of the gathering. 

One of our most fervent prayers is: 'lOt.l np117~ 1w;p nn Do not withdraw your 
Ruach Hakodesh (Holy Spirit) from us." This hardly seems to be an appropriate plea 
for our times, for Ruach Hakodesh-a Divinely inspired premonition of coming 
events-has been absent from our people since the beginning of the Second Bais 
Hamikdosh, when the era of prophecy also came toa close. It does, however, have a 
contemporary application: 

During the Third Knessia Gedola (International Conference) of Agudath 
Israel in Marienbad in 1937, the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah debated the issue of 
partitioning of Palestine. Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman and Rabbi Aaron 
Kotler nJiJ'? Dl1i~l were opposed to backing the Pehle Commission's plan for 
partition, because they feared that the secularist Zionist movement would 
control the state that would then emerge, resulting in a mass departure from 
Judaism by the next generation that would be in their clutches. By contrast, 
the Gerrer Rebbe '?"~!believed that partition was inevitable, even predicted 
by the prophet Avodia. It was therefore purposeless to oppose the state; 
rather, it was up to the religious leadership to take the initiative and wage a 
relentless battle to determine the religious nature of the new state that 
would emerge .... Years later, when the prospect of partitioning of Palestine 
became immediate, the Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah voted formally not to oppose 
the emerging state. 

The Brisker Rav, Rabbi Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik 7"~!, was not a member 
of the Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah and did not participate in its deliberations. He 
was known, however, to oppose the proposal of an independent state, and 
many were the times that he spoke out strongly on the matter. On the day 
after the Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah's vote, the Brisker Rav made absolutely no 
comment, which surprised his children. Explained the Rav: 

"The Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah is the Beis Din of Kial Yisroel. Once the body has 
spoken 'Hashem Imo-G-d is with it' -Once G-d gives His consent to the Beis 
Din's decision, no individual has the right to voice any contrary sentiment." 

At this point, the Brisker Rav made reference to an incident in Tanach, explained 
further in the Gemora: 

"When Chizkiyahu, the righteous king of Judah, faced the opposition of 
Shevna HaSofer to his plan to stand up against Sancherev, Chizkiyahu 
expressed fear that he may not be correct in face of Shevna's challenge. 
Shevna's faction consisted of thirteen men to his eleven, and as a majority 
their opinion would decide the issue. It was only when he was assured that 
Shevna and his company were kesher resha'im-a wicked group-that he acted 
according to his convictions .... Ordinarily, even a man of Chizkiyahu's 
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stature must bend to the decision of the majority. 
"Here, too" -said the Rav-" the majority of the Beis Din decides the issue 

for all." 
Let the kano'im who speak in his name take note: Dissent has its place, and is of 

inestimable value until the Beis Din has spoken. After that point, the principle of 
"Hashem Jmo" applies, and there is no room for disagreement. 

In my six years of participation in the Moelzes Gedolei Ha Torah, I have witnessed a 
number of discussions, all carried out with the utmost of gravity and an over
whelming sense of responsibility for the affairs of Kial Yisroel. In retrospect, one 
can see how each and every decision benefitted from a Divine guidance. Indeed, it 
is precisely as Rabbi Boruch Ber Lebowitz, the revered Kamenitzer Rosh Yeshiva 
':'"::>! (1870-1939), explained the phrase '"Ruach Hakodesh" in the contemporary 
setting-referring to the ability of Gedolei Torah to determine a proper course for 
the affairs of our Kial Yisroel. 

Without Compromise 

The Moelzes Gedolei Ha Torah has demonstrated for us that on matters of princi
ples there is no possibility of compromise. 

There is simply no "middle ground" in such issues as draft of women, digging 
up ancient cemeteries, or in educational standards. In regard to those who plead 
for a more "reasonable approach" to religious matters-yielding on some aspects 
of an halachic issue and holding out for our view on others-the Chofetz Chaim 
commented: 

111 was on a visit to Warsaw when someone ran into the room where I was 
sitting and excitedly told our group that in one of Warsaw's busiest shopping 
areas people were dumping merchandise into the street. While my col
leagues were attempting to figure out why they were doing this, I remarked, 
'One thing is certain. The people throwing out the merchandise are not the 
owners ... .'By the same token, people willing to yield on religious principle 
are ready to dump matters of value because the values are not really theirs." 

Heading the Agenda: The Torah Family 

Conscription of women and the integrity of our Torah educational system are 
crucial issues, matters of principle regarding which there is no room for com
promise, because they deal with the very foundations of our society: the perpe
tuation of our heritage through the family and the flourishing of our institutions 
of Torah study. 

The Ramban points to the contrast between the way in which Avrohom and 
Yitzchok spread the word of G-d in the world t'Vayikra beshem Hashem-and he 
called out in the name of G-d"), and Yaakov's practice, regarding whom public 
declarations are never mentioned. The reason is that neither Avrohom nor 
Yitzchok succeeded in setting up a complete family-Avrohom had Yishmael and 
the children of Ketura in addition to Yitzchok, and Yitzchok had an Eisav besides 
Yaakov. Yaakov's twelve sons were all "Shivtei Kah," worthy of carrying on his 
divine mission as the G-dly Tribes' ancestors. Yaakov's family-complete in its 
perfection-was a living testimony matching in eloquence the public proclama
tions of the first two patriarchs. 
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Every measure of strengthening and preserving the family is extremely 
important: 

Twenty-five years ago, when we were struggling to breathe the breath of 
life into Beer Yaakov-the yeshiva as well as the community that surrounds 
it-we founded a Chinuch Atzmai nursery in our town. Our faculty families 
needed the religious nursery for their own children, and at the same time it 
provided the initial step for the Torah education of the community's 
children. 

Every Friday, the parents would assemble to watch the nursery children 
perform their assigned roles in their weekly Shabbos party: the "Ima" would 
light the Shabbos candles, the "Abba" would "come home from shul'" and make 
Kiddush, and so on. One Friday, a little girl tied her apron around her waist, 
slipped a kerchief onto her head, lit the candles and covered her eyes to say 
the bracha. Suddenly a woman among the spectators began to shriek hysteri
cally, ran forward and then fainted. When the woman was revived, she 
explained what had excited her so: She was the little "!ma's" mother. She had 
been a member of a religious family before the war, but after she had lost her 
mother in Auschwitz, she simply obliterated any recollection of religion 
from memory. "Now, when I saw my little girl in the apron and fiche/ 
(kerchief) go up to bench lie ht," she sobbed, "she was the image of my mother 
those Friday evenings before the war. There she was-my mother benlching 
licht!" 

Not just on the nursery level, but the entire Chinuch Atzmai school system is 
bringing back the mothers of a generation past and creating them anew in the 
generations ahead ... recreating in our children the greatness of Torah that once 
had thrived but was mercilessly destroyed. 

The Crowning Touch 

When Yaakov gathered together his sons to tell them their respective destinies, 
he did not simply bless each of the twelve with his own individual greatness. 
Actually each one's achievement was shared by the other eleven as members of 
one united Kial Yisroel. The malchus (monarchy) of Yehudah, for instance, was a 
blessing for all twelve tribes. 

The benefits of malchus are shared on yet another level; concern for the public 
need is both a function of malchus, and a precondition for it. 

Shaul Hamelech (King Saul) merited the crown, the Midrash says, not for his 
purity of character ("[like a child of] one year was Shaul as king-Shmuel 
!:13,1), nor for the innate modesty that he had inherited from the matriarch 
Rachel, but as a reward to his grandfather who lit lamps to light up the night 
on city streets. Royalty is a reward for acts of public concern. 

Torah support, then, is not only a royal gesture; as an act of public benefit of the 
highest order, it also is a means for earning royalty. Moreover, a patron of Torah 
becomes personally attached to the Torah through the medium of the ta/mid 
chacham he supports-just as the fruit of a tree absorbs its nourishment from the 
soil through the medium of the tree to which it is attached. 

Torah support is a guarantee of the future of Kial Yisroel and it endows the 
patron of Torah with both a touch of royalty and a soul-nurturing attachment to 
Torah. There is no higher calling, no more urgent need for our times. 'T 
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NOW is the time to join ... 
AGUDAH WOMEN OF 

AMERICA 
5 Beekman Street. New York. N.Y. 10038- Room 928 
We have a N'shel Agudath Israel chapter near YOU 

Volunteers and suggestions to help make our 
branches more active are welcome!!! 

METROPOLITAN AREA BRNCHES: 
BENSON HURST: 
Mrs. Rose lndig, CO 6-4649 

BOAO PARK JR: 

BORO PARK SR: 
Mrs. Blanche Kahn, 851-4798 
Mrs. Rose Feifer, 633-1080 

SORO PARK 9TH AVE: 
Mrs. Miriam Kaufman, 438-6435 
Mrs. Esther Rothbaum, 

435-2254 
CROWN HEIGHTS: 
Mrs. Helen Seit, 771-6221 

CANAASJE: 
Mrs. Phyllis Reiss, 444-5430 

EAST SIDE JR: 
Mrs. Malki Machlis, 260-3770 
Mrs. Mindy Tannenbaum 

473-8426 

EAST SIDE SR: 
Mrs. Esther Knobel, YU 2-3912 

EAST NEW YORK: 
Mrs. Rose Brill, UL 3-0789 

FLATBUSH JR: 
Mrs. Bella Diamond, 253-7489 

FLATBUSH SR: 
Mrs. Tovah Rosenfeld, 

252-3035 
Mrs. Celia Zanzipar, 338-0883 

KENSINGTON: 
Mrs. Sheindi Applegrad. 
853~5642 

Mrs. Esther K!itnick, 438-5671 

MIDTOWN: 
Mrs. Dorothy Chill, 595-4496 

QUEENS JR and SR: 
Reb. Chaya Oelbaum, 520-0115 
Mrs. Tziporah Schlesinger, 

441-0424 

WASHINGTON HTS JR: 
Mrs. Miriam Schechter, 

568-8918 

WASHINGTON HTS SR: 
Mrs. Dina Ullmann, 
WA 3-3750 

WILLIAMSBURGH: 
Mrs. Jtka Roseman, 346-3433 

OCEAN PARKWAY JR: 
Mrs. Aliza Grund, 258-0709 

OUR OUT OF TOWN BRANCHES 

• BALTIMORE: 
Mrs. Chavie Barenbaum 
301-764--6264 

•BOSTON: 
Mrs. Chana Dowek 
617-254-0260 

•CHICAGO: 

* CLEVELAND: 

•HOUSTON: 
Mrs. Ch. Chapman 
713-723-7651 

* LOS ANGELES: 

'TORONTO: 

' MONTREAL JR: 

* MONTREAL SA: 

Mrs. Esther Schwartz * PHILADELPHIA: 
216-261-2473 Mrs. Rache! Wise 

215-359-9118 

For further information or assistance, please call: 
National Membership Chairlady, 

Mrs. Libby Brown, 339-4641 
Please join Agudah Women of America to help 

support our children's homes, day care centers and 
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Halacha in English-Continued 

Some months ago, The Jewish Observer (April '81) 
reviewed a large number of works on specific areas of 
halacha, that had recently appeared in English. This 
review discussed the special problems involved in treat
ing halachictopics in the vernacular, and indicated that a 
follow-up article would deal with works seeking to 
cover the entire range of halacha. Meanwhile, however, 
several important volumes on specific halachic topics 
have appeared and this review will be dedicated to them. 

Halachos of Nidda, by Rabbi Shimon Eider (Lakewood, NJ, 
1981, $9.00 hardcover; $8.00 softcover) 

This volume is the first in a series that will deal with 
all aspects of family purity. It covers the laws about a 
woman becoming ritually forbidden as well as the steps 
by which she regains ritual purity. The book follows the 
basic pattern of Rabbi Eider's previous works on Shabbos 
and other topics-a very clear and systematic presenta
tion of the law in simple English, full explanatory and 
supplementary footnotes in Hebrew, an excellent index, 
and an appendix providing leshuvosof Rabbi Moshe Fein
stein K'"O~'iw on a variety of the laws discussed. 

More than any other area of Jewish law, that of 
family purity has been treated in a variety of publica
tions designed for the guidance of those who are not 
scholars. They range from the brief pamphlets pub
lished by the Iggud Harabbonim and the Spero Foundation 
to the more elaborate Laws of Nidda of Rabbi Avrohom 
Blumenkrantz, the Taharas Hamishpacha of Rabbi Shos
tak, and finally the volumes by Rabbi Kalmen Kahane, 
Taharas Bas Yisroel, published in English and Hebrew by 
Feldheim Publishers, and Taharas Am Yisroel, by Rabbi 
Wagschal, reviewed in our last article. Yet none of these 
attain the encyclopedic completeness of Rabbi Eider's 
work, which it combines with clarity of presentation 
and ease of reference. 

The author himself is fully aware of the problems 
raised by publishing such a work in English. Even if 
meticulous care is taken to avoid any possiblity of ambi
guity and confusion, is there no danger of misunder-
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standing when halacha is drawn from such a work rather 
than derive the halacha from the rabbinic sources? Does 
it not make it tempting to forgo the proper study of 
these sources? These dangers are very real; however, 
against them must be weighed the dire consequences of 
widespread ignorance of the laws of family purity, par
ticularly in our days, when the chain of transmission 
from mother to daughter has been well neigh totally 
broken. Hence the need for a "comprehensive text, 
written in an organized manner, with an emphasis on 
comprehension." 

Moreover, Rabbi Eider stresses that his work cannot 
and should not replace the proper study of Hilchos 
Nidda-nor serve as a source of psak. While it presents 
the halachos in a clear-cut manner, it continually points 
out the need for consulting a rav who can evaluate the 
specific circumstances of each situation, or provide gui
dance where there are differences of halachic opinion or 
custom. Rabbi Eider carefully points out these differen
ces while indicating the common practice, where this is 
possible. As a result, instead of setting himself up as the 
Pasek Acharon-the ultimate arbiter and authority-he 
provides the basis for an intelligent weighing of each 
situation, for consultation of a competent rav-when 
needed; of particular value, in this context, is his check
list of what details a rav has to be given in submitting a 
question. This approach is of special importance when 
writing in the vernacular for a public that, by and large, 
is tempted to take the printed word at face value, with
out seeking a deeper understanding or realizing the 
need for competent rabbinic direction. 

Chol Hamoed by Rabbi David Zucker and Rabbi Moshe 
Francis (Lakewood, NJ, 1981, $8.95 hardcover; $6.95 
softcover) 

Similar in general approach is Chol Hamoed, a compre
hensive review of the laws of the Intermediate Days of 
the Festivals. They have always presented special prob
lems of observance, being neither Yorn T av nor weekday. 
The authors have covered the entire range of possible 
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activities, the duty of honoring these days as well as the 
prohibitions that apply on them; full footnotes in 
Hebrew point out the sources, as well as adding details. 
Special attention has been given to questions occasioned 
by modern technological advances such as the typewri
ter, camera, calculator and taperecorder. Where there 
are differences of opinion among the rabbinic authori
ties, the authors will so indicate, leaving it to the reader 
to seek competent guidance. Of particular interest to 
the learned is the Hebrew section of the work, which 
contains a more detailed treatment of some of the more 
complex halachic questions as well as responsa and 
decisions from Rabbi Moshe Feinstein N"~~?w and the 
Debreciner Rav, Rabbi Moshe Stern K"!'>'?W. In all, this is 
a most comprehensive, useful, and enlightening work 
which will undoubtedly greatly further the proper 
observance of Chol Harnoed. 

The Halachos of Muktza by Rabbi Yisroel Pinchas Bodner 
(Lakewood, NJ, 1981, $9.95) 

Another valuable work along the same lines is The 
Halachos of Muktza. The subject of rnuktza objects, which it 
is forbidden to move on Shabbos and Yorn Tov, is 
extremely complex; the reader is here introduced to the 
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different categories of rnuktza, with their specific halachic 
rules, and the most common applications are listed and 
explained. There is a full index, as well as Hebrew foot
notes which indicate the sources of each halacha as well 
as enlarge on it; also, original response on the subject, 
from Rabbi Moshe Feinstein and Rabbi Shlomo Zalmen 
Auerbach K"~~'iw, are included in an appendix. 

Of course, whether an object is muktza or not is gener
ally related to whether it may be used on Shabbos (or Yorn 
Tov). Therefore Rabbi Bodner was forced to include 
many of the laws of Shabbos that are not directly con
cerned with rnuktza-usually in the form of footnotes in 
English. The scope of his work is thus truly wide
ranging; yet-perhaps because it touches on so many 
aspects, there are bound to be some peripheral matters 
on which the reader may wish for further enlightment. 
For example, the author lists succa decorations as muktza, 
but does not touch on the question of whether they 
could be handled on Yorn Tov if a condition to that effect 
were made at the time Yorn Tov starts; and he lists jigsaw 
puzzles as forbidden on Shabbos, without discussing the 
distinction that some authorities make between puzzles 
with and without a frame. Yet a few such questions do 
not detract from the extraordinary comprehensiveness 
of this work which will undoubtedly become an indis
pensable reference in most households concerned with 
punctilious Shabbos observance. 

• • 

Jewish Bioethics edited by Dr. Fred Rosner and Rabbi David 
Bleich (Sanhedrin Press, NY, 1979 $12.50 hardcover; 
$7.50 softcover) 

All the books discussed so far aim to be exhaustive 
halachic treatments of their subject, and are little or not 
at all concerned to explore and interpret the rationale of 
the Torah's teachings; they do not seek to "sell" the 
Mitzva involved or even to explain its basic approach. In 
contrast, Jewish Bioethics, a collection of studies on many 
of the most important halachic issues in medicine, 
approaches its subjects from the broad perspective of 
Jewish moral and ethical philosophy-set against the 
background of secular thought-as well as from the 
halachic angles; on the other hand, in keeping with this 
overall aim, it does not include the detailed halachic 
apparatus in Hebrew, which is found in the previously 
discussed works, although the relevant rabbinic sources 
for further study are listed in the footnotes (and the 
nature of the topics involves wide-ranging references to 
old and recent responsa literature). 

While most of the articles included in this work 
represent summaries of the Torah position (or posi
tions) on the subjects discussed, some do put forth 
original suggestions for a Torah approach to their topic. 
This is particularly so in the approach Dr. Norman 
Lamm suggests for treatment of homosexuality-it 
provides a challenging basis for discussion, but will 
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require much further detailed halachic study. Very 
interesting, too, is Professor M. Spero's discussion of 
"Psychiatry, Psychotherapy and Halacha" -though the 
careful reader of this article may well emerge with 
conclusions at variance with those of the author. In 
essence he suggests that the potential conflicts between 
psychiatry and psychotherapy, on one hand, and Torah, 
on the other hand, have been exaggerated out of pro
portion, and that "a rapprochement between these two 
and their approaches to behavior disorder in certain 
circumstances should not be too difficult to imagine." 
Yet, while it my be true that "in principle, psychother
apy need not be in conflict" with Torah (reviewer's italics), 
it is also true that -as the entire article vividly shows
there are in actual practice extraordinary pitfalls which 
can only be avoided by a therapist "working within the 
religious belief system," with a solid and sympathetic 
understanding of the deeper issues, and guidance by 

. halachic authority. While making use of psychotherapy 
where necessary, we must not gloss over the dangers 
involved. 

The question of criteria of death has been a subject of 
halachic debate in connection with recent legislative 
action in New York State; three articles are devoted to 
this topic. Dr. Rosner has contributed a study of the 
controversy in Israel over autopsies-the reader should 
note, however, that since the time he wrote, a new 
autopsy law went into effect as a result of the coalition 
agreement between Prime Minister Begin and Agudath 
Israel. 

This most in:eresting volume was not meant, and 
cannot be used, as a "Shulchan Aruch" for medical 
halacha-indeed, for some of the topics discussed, nota
bly genetic engineering, halachic clarification has barely 
begun-but it provides an excellent introduction to the 
crucial subjects with which it deals! 

*Some of these subjects are also dealt with briefly in a pamphlet by 
Rabbi Moshe Morgenstern, "Halachic Perspective: Bio-Medical 
Ethics, Ohr Tsiporah" (Bais Meir Publications, NY, 1981). It is an 
impassioned plea against amniotic testing and abortion of embryos 
suspected of abnormalities, based on halachic and medical argu
ments; incidentally, the author also touches on related subjects such 
as organ transplants, criteria of death, and family purity. This pam
phlet is planned as the first in a series of publications on halachic 
perspectives on contemporary issues, and the profits from their 
distribution are to finance an ambitious program of rabbinic research 
and publications, as well as scholarships for the study of Shulchan 
Aruch by kollel members and other related projects. 

TYPING SERVICE 
EFFICIENT TYPING SERVICE
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Reports, etc. Shorn. Shab. Students/ 
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The festival in Halacha, by Rabbi 5. Y. Zevin translated by 
Uri Kaploun (ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications, New York, 
1981. Vol. I $14.95 hardcover, $11.95 softcover; Vol. II 
$13.95 hardcover, $10.95 softcover) 

An entirely different type of work is ArtScroll's 
remarkable Festivals in Halacha, a three volume transla
tion of Rabbi S.Y. Zevin's classic, dealing with the entire 
range of the Jewish year. So far, the first two volumes, 
on the month of Tishrei and on the Minor Festivals, 
have appeared. Prologues to each festival, explanatory 
footnotes, appendices and glossary have been added to 
Rav Zevin's work, and this itself has been translated in 
masterful and brilliantly readable fashion. It is not a 
code of law-rather, it gives the reader a panoramic 
view of the halachic issues at the heart of each festival, 
and how they have been dealt with by the masters of 
Torah law, analyzed, explained, elaborated and finally 
refined to today's practice. Such a work, needless to say, 
is not for the newcomer to Jewish learning, but rather 
for the knowledgeable layman with a background of 
Jewish learning as well as for the late beginner in Torah 
studies who has not yet advanced far enough to make 
use of the original. For them all this work will provide 
profound enrichment of their Tor ah understanding. 

Lishmor Vela'asos by Rabbi Mordechai Katz (JEP Publi
cations, New York, 1981, $7.95 hardcover, $5.95 
softcover) 

The Je;ish Education Program (JEP) of Agudath 
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Israel, which previously published Lehavin Ulehaskil on 
basic aspects of Torah thought, and Li/mod Ulelamed on 
the Sidros of the year, has now added a volume, Lish
more Vela'sos, as a guide to basic principles of Jewish law 
and their practical application. Written by Rabbi Mor
dechai Katz, this work is a summary of many of the 
most commonly applicable halachos in the Shulchan 
Aruch-prayer, Torah study, tzitzis, tefillin and mezuza, 
the laws connected with eating (such as Kashrus and 
brachos), honoring parents and teachers, tzeddaka and 
Bris Mila. The selection of areas treated was probably 
guided by the needs of the audience to which JEP 
caters in particular: the young who have not been 
introduced to the basics of Torah observance. In keep
ing with their limitations, the language and arrange
ment of the contents are clear and concise; the ha lac hos 
are presented competently, albeit briefly; and for each 
topic there is presented a number of stories which 
throw a light on the significance and proper obser
vance of the mitzvos under discussion. 

The book is most readable and will undoubtedly 
prove of particular value as a tool to introduce 
youngsters from assimilated backgrounds to Torah. 
Even though such readers do not require it, it would 
have been worthwhile, in the opinion of this reviewer, 
to indicate next to each halacha where it can be found 
in the classical halachic works-particularly since the 
introduction that stresses this volume is merely an 
overview, and urges the reader to refer to the original 
texts of the major sifrei halacha. But, even without such 
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annotation, this volume represents a most interesting 
and worthwhile undertaking, and it is to be hoped 
that volumes dealing with additional milzvos will be 
published in due course. 

Pamphlets on Halacha 

Hashovas Aveidah: The laws of Returning Lost Pos
sessions by Rabbi Moshe Goldberger (New York, 1980, 
$2.00 in Hebrew bookstores) 

Halacha is not always treated in elaborate volumes. 
There is room or pamphlets dedicated to specific topics. 
An outstanding example is Hashovas Aveidah. This slender 
volume deals in great clarity and depth with a subject 
which is unfortunately given little attention by most 
observant Jews. Every reader ls sure to benefit from 
going through the fifteen sections of the book and the 
appended responsum, in Hebrew, by Horav Moshe 
Feinstein. This book should be of particular interest to 
boys studying ''Elu Metzios", but is generally suited as a 
text for school use. 

Knowing Your Tefillin and Mezuzos by Zev Rothschild 
(Stam Gemilas Chesed Fund, Lakewood, NJ, 1981. 
$2.50) 

This is a layman's guide to understanding and appre
ciating tefillin and mezuzos. It is an excellent publication 
that covers all aspects of the making and proper wearing 
of tefillin, the writing of mezuzos, and where and how to 
put them up. There is even a chart indicating the earliest 
times for putting on tefillin in winter, detailed drawings 
to illustrate what types of door openings require mezuzos. 
This pamphlet is highly recommended even to those 
who have some knowledge of the subject matter . 

The Kiddush Connection, by Yehuda Cahn (Vaad Hara
bonim of Baltimore, 1979, $0.95) 

This pamphlet deals both with the ideas expressed by 
the Kiddush-which are spelled out in succinct form-as 
well as with the text of the Kiddush, and the laws govern
ing it. It is primarily meant to bring to the uninformed 
the message of the Shabbos and of Jewish living (starkly 
underlined by Zvi Steinbach's illustrations) and has val
uable footnotes and suggestions for further reading. 

The Foods We Eat, by Rabbi Yosef Wik/er (Yeshiva Birkas 
Reuven, Brooklyn, NY, $2.50 

The Foods We Eat is subtitled "A Kashrus Handbook" 
and is a reprint of some 18 columns on kashrus questions 
that originally appeared in the World Jewish Tribune. They 
deal with such complex issues as hashgachos, problems 
connected with dairy products, pizza and wine, the 
nature of the additives listed on labels, and many other 
highly relevant issues (mezonos bread, non-Jewish help in 
the kitchen, Shalach Monos problems, etc.). "'i'. 
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Letters to the Editor 
Since we chose Melamdim from 

various Yeshivos of N.Y. City and 
out of town, the other Melamdim be
came aware that Melamdim are res
pected members of the community. 
The feedback, so far, is very en
couraging. 

No Immunity to Addiction 

To the Editor: 
I wish to commend The Jewish 

Observer on publication of the timely 
and revealing article on the problem 
of alcohol and chemical addiction 
and dependency among Jews (Nov. 
'81). 

I am now in the process of writing 
more extensively on the subject. 
Our people must be made aware 
that Jews of whatever degree of 
observance are no more immune to 
alcohol or chemical addiction than to 
the common cold virus. They should 
also be aware that involvement with 
groups such as AA, NA, and PA is 
indispensable to recovery, and that 
there is absolutely nothing incom
patible with these programs per se 
and Jewishness. 

Some effort to provide inherent 
exposure to Jewishness in the search 
for spirituality might help overcome 
some of the logistical problems as
sociated with" Anonymous" groups. 

I trust that this article will stimu-
late serious thought on this subject. 

ABRAHAMJ. TWERSK!,M.D. 
St. Francis General Hospital 
Pittsburgh, Penn. 

Why Some Rebbes Don't Vanish 

To the Editor: 
Rabbi Zev Schostak alerted your 

readers about the problem of Ye
shiva Chinuch. He stressed the fact 
that many capable young men and 
girls do not choose Chinuch as their 
goal in life because of the financial 
situation and the lack of recognition 
of Melamdim. 

At the Agudath Israel and Torah 
Umesorah conventions and dinners, 
the Gedolei Yisroel impressed the 
audience with the fact that many 
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outstanding Mechanchim are leaving 
the field of Chinuch while the present 
Kolle! Yunge Lei!, Beis Midrash Bachu
rim and Bais Yaakov girls are seeking 
more lucrative positions in the com
puter field or other professions. 

Pirchei Agudath Israel is trying to 
do its share by presenting, hereto
fore, 30 Melamdim of the elementary 
division of Yeshivos with plaques 
and gifts at its various national 
gatherings. Mr. David Scheinfeld, 
president of the Girso D'Yankuso 
Foundation, is the initiator and 
sponsor of this unique idea of 
honoring Melamdim, the unsung 
heroes of our generation. 

We received letters from these 
honorees, their wives, and talmidim 
about the accomplishment of this 
outstanding Torah project. A teach
er whose father and husband were 
both honored wrote: "The plaque is 
a source of strength and inspiration. 
Pirchei Agudath Israel and Mr. 
Scheinfeld gave us a boost, an injec
tion ... that makes us want to on. 
Sometimes it's rough; we feel tired, 
disgusted. People ask, 'How do you 
manage?' But really we love our 
work and want to go on." 

Another Rebbe (Honoree) wrote: 
"We do indeed owe a great debt of 
gratitude to another pioneer, Mr. 
David Scheinfeld '"l, who single
handedly is trying to elevate the sta
tus of the Rebbe. It was especially 
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thrilling for me to be recognized 
with other true Talmidei Chachomim 
and Mashpiyim who were honored." 

A third Melamed wrote: "I feel this 
award is a call for self-improvement 
and brings out the realization for 
the need to reach new vistas to help 
bring up a generation of strong, 
devoted and respectful bnei Torah." 

This is only a beginning. We hope 
to initiate new ideas to build the 
image of Melamdim in their own 
eyes, and in the eyes of prospective 
future Mechanchim. 

(Rabbi) JOSHUA S!LBERMINTZ 
National Director of 
Pirchei Agudath Israel 
New York City 

The Role of the Rabbi 
in Small Towns 

To the Editor: 
In the Nissan 5741/April 1981 

issue, Rabbi Michel Chill's article 
"The Yeshiva Graduate in the Rab
binate-a reexamination," the au
thor clearly and cogently presents 
tlte role of the yeshiva bachur in the 
rabbinate. 

In most small towns, the Conser
vative synagogue and its rabbi are 
financially much stronger than the 
Orthodox shul. The primary accomp
!ishment of the yeshiva graduate in 
these towns has been to teach au
thentic Judaism to the members of 
the Orthodox shul and to articulate 
to the unaffiliated the critical differ
ences between authentic Judaism 
and the variant interpretations 
presented by the Conservative and 
Reform spokesmen. A properly 
trained yeshiva graduate has the 
ability to present the vibrancy and 
growth of traditional Judaism in 
many towns that believe that non
orthodox is the wave of the future. 
The opposite is true, and we must be 
certain that Jews across the length 
and breadth of this land are cogniz
ant of this fact. The yeshiva gradu
ate has a prominent role to play. 

BARRYD. HARTMAN, RABBI 
Cong. Ahavalh Achim 
New Bedford, Mass. 

The Jewish Observer I December, 1981 

"Crooked Mirror" & 
Doublespeak 

To the Editor: 
Just some observations concern

ing your recent article: The Crooked 
Mirror II. 

The Torah camp is often labeled 
as being "ultra-orthodox" (excessive, 
extreme). While "excessive" yiddish
keit may be a derogatory term and 
not something to which we should 
aspire, what is wrong with being 
"extreme"? Would there be those 
who object to someone being ex
tremely honest or extremely sincere? 
On the contrary, the 0"~01 seems to 
indicate that extremity in r\11~D is the 
only way to the 'V~D~ln ;;i. (This 
term is also bandied about by many 
of our colleagues in justifying their 
strange ideologies). C"~Oi explains 
that the'l)~OKi1 l1i is a li1i'O position 
that can be reached only through 
the exacting performance of all 1111~0 
(hence the nm~ of 1y;m K711DCl1 K7. 
See 'i pi~, C'i'i~ iiJioW). 

The word fundamentalist is an 
example of a good thing gone bad. 
The fact that some Protestant de
nominations have taken up the term 
to describe their literal interpreta
tion of the Bible should not concern 
us. The word comes from funda
rnen tal-" essential," forming a 
foundation or basis. What are we if 
not fundamentalists? Orthodoxy be
lieves-without compromise-that 
the Torah forms the foundation of 
and is essential to life. 

"Zealot" is another term that gets 
our dander up. What is so bad about 

being a zealot? How else would you 
translate the 111!'"1! about which the 
7"no; speaks in C'"1!V' 11?00? What do 
all our 'i"tn have to say about li'it'1t 
zealousness? 

George Orwell used to say, "If 
thought can corrupt language, lan
guage can also corrupt thought." 
We Jews-ever watchful for outside 
secular influence-must take this 
lesson to heart. We ought to watch 
our language! 

(Rabbi) BINYOMIN FIELD 
Worcester, Mass. 

A Torah Layman's Question 

To the Editor: 
Thank you for including the arti

cle about my Father 7"! among the 
sketches of "Torah Loyal Laymen" 
in the Tishrei issue of the "Jewish 
Observer". It was an honor that 
Father richly deserved. 

However, perhaps due to my neg
ligence in not stressing the point 
more, an inaccuracy appeared in the 
published abbreviated version of the 
original manuscript submitted, 
which must not be left uncorrected. 

Towards the end of the article it 
was stated that Father?"! had asked 
the Gaon Rabbi Moshe Feinstein 
K"'tl7W the meaning of the last two 
verses of "Adon Olom." This was not 
so. Father had no need to ask that, 
but he did ask for the meaning of the 
fact that these two verses were con
stantly on his mind, day and night. 
To that Rabbi Feinstein replied 
(which I understood in the sense of a 
"Hatovas Chalom" which is to inter-
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pret a dream favorably) that the fact 
that they were constantly on his 
mind was a good omen (in the way 
he interpreted it) for Mother 7"! for 
whom Father was sitting shiva at the 
time. And because I felt this inter
pretation applies equally to Father 
7"!, I included it in the article about 
him. 

(Rabbi) NossoNLOMNER 
New York City 

P.S. Since the sketch about Father 
7"! was included among "Torah-lm
Derech-Eretz Personalities," it might 
be noteworthy to mention that Fa
ther had most of Rabbi S.R. Hisch's 
writings in the original German and 
that one of the shiurim he gave in 

Eiterfeld was on Chumash with Rabbi 
S.R. Hirsch's commentary. 

Reachout-Close to Home 

To the Editor: 
Your recent issues in Kiruv Recho

kim (Sept '80, June '81) has evoked an 
overwhelming response, even to the 
extent of individually changing their 
life's career and place of dwelling, as 
was evident in the "letter column" in 
a recent issue. Somehow, we tend to 
associate such reachout articles with 
exotic places, or suburban commun
ities far removed from the more 
rehgious urban centers. 

Surprisingly, right here in Flat
bush, Brooklyn, in the midst of our 

• • • • 
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flourishing yeshiva community, 
there are children estranged from 
Yiddishkeil, some totally unaware of 
what it means to be a Jew. Most are 
America-born kids, others are Israeli 
yordim and Russian Jews. They all 
would benefit from kiruv-right in 
the heart of Flatbush. In our yeshiva 
(R'tzhad), we do our utmost to cater 
to the needs of these children, who 
make up the entirety of our 200-
member student body. Leading roshei 
yeshiva guide us in our work (Rabbi 
Shmuel Berenbaum of Mir, Rabbi 
Abraham Pam of Torah Vodaath, 
Rabbi Aharon Schechter of Chaim 
Berlin), but one-to-one counseling 
and tutoring by volunteers will help 
immensely, as will any other kind of 
interest to help our work with chil
dren, whose parents feel they are 
doing more than enough by permit
ting them to attend a yeshiva. This 
is the situation that prevails in our 
school, as well as in similar schools 
such as Ezra Academy and Be'er 
Hagolah. 

(Rabbi) DAVIDE. LAPP, 
DIRECTOR 
Yeshiva R"tzhad 
(Utica Ave. and Ave.]! 
Brooklyn, NY 

Pincus Mandel 
Cemetery Consultant 

Representative of Chevres 
Kadisha of Jerusalem 

with karka available on Har Ha
zaitim, Har Hamnuchot and 
Sanhedria. Karka also obtain 
able on all other Community 
owned Cemeteries in Eretz Yis· 
rael, controlled and maintained 
by the Chevra Kadisha of the 
Community. 

1569 47th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11219 
Day and Night Phone 

(212) 855-5121 

Honesty -- Integrity -
Responsibility 

Over 25 Years of Ded1eated SerVlce to 
the Orthodox Je1.V1sh Community· 

The Jewish ObsFn,er I Deremher, 198 T 



ONtY CHASID1$Hlf SHECHlfl MM.TS, 

You're reading 
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Try: 
"Agudath Israel on the Air" 
on WEVD-FM (97.6) every 
Motzoei Shabbos at 9:30 
PM, hosted alternately by 
Joseph Friedenson, editor 
of Dos Yiddishe Vort in 
Yiddish, and Rabbi Mena
chem Lubinsky, director 
of Government and Pub
lic Affairs of Agudath Is
rael in English, followed 
by "JEP Speaks Out," 
sponsored by Agudath Is
rael's Jewish Eduation 
Program at 9:45 PM cov
ering many areas of inter
est to the Torah commun
ity through a series of in
terviews in English. 
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Torah Link each morning 
at 7:30 AM (Monday 
through Thursday) on 
91.1 FM gives you your 
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temporary Jewish living, 
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toms, stories and par
ables. 
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4,000 AT AGUDAH CONVENTION HEAR TORAH SAGES CALL FOR DEFEAT OF FALSE JUDAISM 

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky addressing Agudath Israel Convenw 
ti on: Part of the three-tier dais a ff he Ag udath Israel convention. Center dais, L fo 

R: Rabbi Ahron Schechter (Mesivfa Chaim Berlin], Rabbi Binyomin Paler 
(M'kor Chaim), Rabbi Moshe Shapiro (Yeshivas Be'er Yaakov, Israe/J, Rabbi 
Yaakov Perlow {Novominsker Rebbe}, Rabbi Avrohom Yosef Shapiro (member 
of the Knesset), Rabbi Chaskel Besser (presidium-member of Agudath Israel), 

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky (speaking), Rabbi Moshe Sherer (president of Agu
daih Israel of America), Rabbi Yaakov Ruderman (Yeshiva Ner Israel, Balti
more), Rabbi Mordechai Gifler (Te/she Yeshiva, Cleveland), Rabbi Uvi 1. 
Horowitz (Bostoner Rebbe, Boston), Rabbi Elya Fischer (Kol/el Ger), Rabbi 
Avrohom Pam (Mesivfa Torah Vodaalh). 

A national convention of Augudath Israel 
of America is a living experience in basic prin~ 
ciples of the international movement: Jews 
from all walks of life unite under the banner 
of Torah-for four days of deliberations on a 
broad range of issues facing Jewry; and their 
response is determined in accordance with 
timeless principles as explained by Torah 
sages. The 59th national convention of Agu
dath Israel of America which took place here 
in the Rye Town Hilton (November 26-29) 
was an outstanding example of this. 

The delegates, representing the Jewish 
communities from coast to coast, included 
rabbis and yeshiva deans, professors and 
physicians, students and clerks, all identify
ing with the Agudath Israel movement. The 
problems debated ranged from looking in
ward to assess the quality of the Orthodox 
community's religious observance, to an 
outward examination of the corrosive effects 
of spurious forms of J-µda'ism and how best to 
combat them; and the speakers included 
some of America's leading Roshei Yeshivos. 

Addressing the Issues 

The keynote session of the convention, 
which attracted several thousand visitors in 
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addition to the nine hundred delegates that 
attended the full convention, was highlighted 
by a call to arms by Rabbi Moshe Sherer, 
president of the organization, who decried 
the "new stance of militancy and beligerency 
of the Reform and Conservative leadership 
against Orthodox Judaism," which he claimed 
is the result of Agudath Israel's insistence 
that only halacha (Torah law) be accepted in 
Israel on religious issues. He charged that the 
Reform and Conservative leaders are "seek
ing to influence Jewish Federations through
out the country to use the dub of implied 
withholding financial aid to Israel to beat the 
Israeli government into submission to accept 
the concept of religious pluralism in the Holy 
Land." The Orthodox leader declared that 
Agudath Israel will launch a counter offen
sive to"halt the infiltration into Israel of 'syn
thetic Judaism' which has to its 'credit' the 
spiritual genocide rampant in the United 
States." 

The Roshei Yeshiva Speak 

This theme was dearly articulated by three 
of America's leading Torah sages, who joined 
in a call for"total mobilization of the forces of 
Torah ideology to help the Jewish masses to 

reject the poison of fraudulent brands of Jud
aism," at the same keynote session. Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein (Mesivta Tifereth Jerusa
lem in New York), chairman of the Moetzes 
Gedolei Hatorah (Council of Torah Sages), 
speaking by a pre-recorded film from his 
home, said:" As our major line of defense, we 
must inculcate the Jewish masses with Torah 
values through Jewish education, by building 
and supporting our struggling Torah institu
tions." 

Striking a similar note were Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky (Mesivta Torah Vodaath), and 
Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman (Yeshiva 
Ner Israel, Baltimore), both venerable mem
bers of the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah, who also 
singled out the Agudath Israel movement for 
praise for "giving courage to Torah Jewry in 
its ongoing battle against fraudulent forms of 
Judaism." In iiddition, Rabbi Kamenetzky 
appealed for unity within the Orthodox Jew
ish community, noting: "It takes a special sen
sitivity to learn to survive in a hostile world 
and Agudath Israel has learned the lesson 
well." Rabbi Ruderman added: "Orthodox 
Jews have learned to expect quality represen
tation from Agudath Israel in their effort to 
thrive as a viable community." 
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Orthodox Jewry Must A void Elitism 

At the convention's opening session, dedi
cated to "Looking Inward: Are Our Personal 
Religious Standards Up to Par?", Rabbi A. 
Henoch Leibowitz, the Rosh Yeshiva of the 
Chofetz Chaim Rabbinical Seminary in Forest 
Hills, Queens, called on Orthodox Jews to 
"attract unaffiliated Jews by setting an exam
ple of superior moral standards.'' 

Addressing this introspective evaluation of 
religious standards in the Orthodox com
munity, the Rosh Yeshiva said: "It is essential 
to address our alienated brethren as our 
equals rather than talking down at them, and 
to avoid an attitude of elitism in our relation
ship with other Jews. At the same time, we 
Orthodox Jews must strive to perfect our 
own religious observance before reaching 
out to others-not as an act of self-centered
ness, but as a means of being worthy of help
ing others and inspriring them." 

Two spiritual leaders of Agudath Israel 
chapters called on the Orthodox Jews to re

examine their observance of religious stand
ards in kashrus and ethics in business. Rabbi 
Moshe Heinemann, of the Agudath Israel in 
Baltimore, said that the "Jewish community 
should be applauded for its success in making 
kosher food so widely available,"but he critic
ized those that "make summary judgments 
about the validity of kashruth supervision 
without knowing the facts." He also congrat
ulated rabbinical authorities in Israel for 
cracking down against fraudulent religious 
articles, such as tefil/in and mezuzos exported to 
this country. 

Rabbi Nisson Alpert, of the Agudath Israel 
of Far Rockaway, condemned the "abuse of 
specific religious laws pertaining to business 
ethics." He added: "We cannot accept that 
Jewish businessmen should conduct their 
business in an atmosphere where a word is 
not a word and a promise not a promise." 

Orthodoxy Goal: "Revival of Old Glories" 

At a session marking Agudath Israel of 
America's approaching its 60th year, a mem
ber of the organization's Moefus Gedolei Ha
Torah (Concil of Torah Sages) and the presi
dium of the organization agreed that Ortho
doxy's goal was "nothing short of a complete 
revival of its pre-Holocaust strength." 

Rabbi Mordechai Gifter, dean of the Tels he 
Yeshiva in Wickliffe, Ohio, said that "Ortho
doxy in America, which is the last Torah sta
tion before Moshiach's arrival, has a special 
responsibility to introduce Torah values to all 
Jews as a guide for their lives." He criticized 
"the synthetic Judaism promulgated by some 
Sf'cular Jewish leaders." 
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Rabbi Mordechai Giffer 

Rabbi Henoch Leibowitz l (;I~ 

~Rabbi Nisson Alpert 

~w 

Rabbi Moshe Heinemann 

·~- Picking up on this theme was Rabbi Moshe 
Sherer, president of Agudath Israel of Amer
ica and chairman of its world organization. 
Calling "the trauma of the three wings of 
Judaism" the biggest problem for world Jew
ry, he urged modern Orthodox groups to 
abandon religious umbrella organizations, 
which include Reform and Conservative rep
resentation. He added: "How much longer 
will they continue to mislead the public by 
being part of this soap bubble of synthetic 
Judaism!" 

Orthodoxy and the Nation's Social Agenda 

Two eminent authorities in Talmudic law, 
while taking different approaches, agreed at 
Sunday morning's session that Orthodox 
Jewry" should react to every national concern 
even if the issue does not directly involve 
Orthodox Jews or Jews in general." Rabbi 
Shlomo Freifeld, Rosh Yeshiva of the Yeshiva 
Sh' or Yoshuv in Far Rockaway, New York, 
noted, however, that"Jewish education is our 
first priority and while it is important to take 
a stand on social issues, it is secondary to 
inculcating our youth with Torah values." 

Rabbi J. David Bleich, Rabbi of the York
ville Synagogue (New York City) and a Rosh 
Yeshiva at the Rabbi Isaac Elchonon Theolog
ical Seminary, stressed that "Jews have an 
age~old responsibility to promulgate the value 
system of our ancient heritage which includes 
explaining standards of moral behavior for all 
people." He cited numerous Talmudic and 
halachic resources supporting the contention 
that Jews must speak out on all issues con
fronting society. Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky, 
director of Government and Public Affairs of 
Agudath Israel, who served as chairman of 
the session entitled "Coming to Grips with 
America's Social Agenda: Should Orthodoxy 
React to Every National Concern?", said that 
"it is a sign of maturity of the Orthodox 
Jewish community in America that legisla
tors seek out the position of our community 
on important issues." 

Special Guests from Israel 

The convention was graced by a number of 
visitors from Israel, including a prominent 
member of the Moetus Gedolei Ha Torah (Coun
cil of Torah sages) in Israel, Rabbi Moshe 
Shapiro (dean of Yeshiva Be'er Yaakov), who, 
in an address at the Keynote session, said that 
the recent decisions taken by the Moelzes Gedo
lei Ha Torah, including the terms for Agudath 
Israel's participation in the Likud coalition, 
"are an education for generation to come on 
how the principles of our timeless heritage 
can be used to determine the contemporary 
political and social agenda of the Jewish 
people." 
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Rabbi Yaakov Kamenefzsky 

Rabbi Yaakov Yifuhok Ruderman 

Rabbi Shnuer Kotler 

Rabbi Moshe Shmuel Shapiro 

46 

Laws to Halt Archaeological Digs 
First Priority 

Rabbi A vrohom Yosef Shapiro, Knesset 
representative of Agudath Israel and chair
man of the Knesset coalition, who was invited 
expressly to address the convention, said that 
the first legislative proposal of Agudath Israel 
in the new Knesset session would be a law to 
"halt archaeological digs in ancient cemeter
ies" promised by Prime Minister Begin in the 
coalition agreement with Agudath Israel. 
The Agudist deputy also pledged to work to 
amend the Law of Return "according to hala
cha" within the four month period promised 
in the coalition negotiations. Rabbi Shapiro 
threatened that Agudath Israel might bolt 
the coalition if the agreement was not ful
filled, adding that-as in all such matters
the final decision would be made by the 
Moelzes Gedo/ei Ha Torah. 

Knesset member Shapiro continued: "We 
reject the slanderous accusations made by 
some that Agudath Israel is involved in reli· 
gious coercion or is attempting to transform 
Israel into a 'Khomeini state.' We are merely 
trying to reclaim our rights as citizens and 
taxpayers, not to be treated as second class 
citizens. The religious issues we address are 
consistent with the Jewish character of the 
state, based on the tacit understanding be
tween the Zionist founders and the religious 
community in Israel." Rabbi Avrohom Sha
piro also read a message of greeting to the 
convention from Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin. 

A special open session was convened to 
permit Knesset member Shapiro to respond 
to questions from the floor. 

Convention Highlights: Torah Personalities 

The outstanding Torah personalities that 
participated actively in the convention pro
ceedings included: Rabbi Shneur Kotler, Rosh 
Yeshiva of Bais Medrash Govoha (Lakewood), 
a member of the Moetus Gedolei Ha Torah, who 
gave a shiur in halachtJ. in honor of the 19th 
Yahrzeit of his late father, the famed Torah 
giant, founder of Bais Medrash Govoha and 
Moefus Gedolei Ha Torah chairman, Rabbi Aaron 
Kotler ';t·~+. In addition, the Rosh Yeshiva 
addressed the convention on the centrality of 
Torah in the scheme of Jewish communal 
structure, as promulgated by his late father, 
portraying major characteristics of the Torah 
giant's policies. 

The Novominsker Rebbe, Rabbi Yaakov 
Perlow, presidium member of Agudath Israel, 
ushered in the convention Shabboswith a stir~ 
ring call for unity among Jews, and total 
abandonment of any brotherly strife. In addi
tion, the Rebbe called for a more widespread 

Bos/oner Rebbe 

Novominsker Rebbe 
~ iia" 

Rabbi Shlomo Freifeld 

Rabbi Ai.1rohom Shapiro, M. K. 
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Rabbi Yaakot' Weinberg 

Rabbi Shmuel Faivelson 

Rabbi]. David Bleich 
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Rabbi Chaim Schmelczer 
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practice of maaser-tithing income for char
ity-as an obligation, and as a major means of 
solving our yeshivos' terrible financial crises. 

At the Friday night, post-seuda session, the 
convention heard a call from the Bostoner 
Rebbe (Brookline, Mass.), Rabbi Levi Yitz
chok Horowitz, to set inspiring examples for 
their families ratherthan rely on preaching to 
them. This theme was reiterated by Rabbi 
Yaakov Weinberg (Rosh Yeshiva Ner Israel, 
Baltimore), followed by Rabbi Elya fisher 
(Rosh Kole! Ger, Brooklyn). Rabbi Weinberg 
also described the task of Agudath Israel as 
identifying the specific threat to the integrity 
of Yiddishkeit in every era, and then mobil
izing forces to combat the threat. The session 
was chaired by Rabbi EJiezer Horowitz, rabbi 
of Agudath Israel of Bora Park-14th Ave
nue. 

Other leaders that addressed the conven
tion included (in the order of their appear
ance): Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Feuer (Miami, 
FL), Rabbi Chaim Schmekzer (Telshe-Chi
cago, Ill.), Rabbi Reuven Feinstein (Yeshiva 
of Staten Island), Rabbi Shmuel Faivelson 
(Bais Shraga, Monsey, N.Y.-who reported 
on the current status of Chinuch Atzmai, a 
topic which was featured at the convention), 
Rabbi Yosef Frankel (Brooklyn), Rabbi Ye
kusiel Bittersfeld (Rosh Mesivta Be'er 
Shmuel), Rabbi Mordechai Shapiro (Miami 
Beach, Fl.), and Rabbi Levi Krupenia (Rosh 
Yeshivas Kamenitz). 

Binding forces-
The Special Shabbos Ambiance ... 

Agudath Israel's role as a unifying force for 
so many different groups within Orthodoxy 
is especially evident on Shabbos, when Chas
sidk satins and shtreimlach intermingle with 
plaid or herringbone finery and fancy fedo
ras, and zemiros of varying tones and accents 
blend in the spacious dining hall. The cele
brated chazan, Ben Zion Miller, thrilled and 
inspired with his tefi//os on Shabbos and zemiros 
at Me/ave Malke, accompanied by the Neginah 
Orchestra at the festive Motzoei Shabbos ga
thering. 

. .. and Daf Yomi 

Daf Yomi, the strict regimen which binds 
together Jews the world over by studying the 
same folio of Talmud per day, did not miss a 
beat throughout the long convention. Study 
groups, which were unusually well-attended, 
were led by Rabbi Israel Leiter, Rabbi Aaron 
Zuckerman (Agudath Israel of Flatbush), 
Rabbi Yaakov Bulka (Bronx), and Rabbi 
Yitzchok Kleiman (Rosh Yeshiva, St. Louis, 
Mo.). 

Rabbi R. Feinstein, Rabbi Y. Feigelsfo(k, 
Rabbi Y. Biltersfeld 

Rabbi A. Sdiechler, Rabbi B. Paler, 
Rabbi L. Krupenia 

Oaf Yomi 

Me/ave Malke 
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Resolutions And Greetings 

At the Saturday night keynote session, 
Prof. Aaron Twerski, chairman of Agudath 
Israel's Commission of Legislation and Civic 
Action, said the "Agudath Israel in America 
would continue to pursue constitutional 
measures to assist yeshivos which suffered 
unproportionally to other groups from the 
recent budget cuts." 

This theme was reiterated in the resolu
tions adopted at the four day conclave. Oth
ers included a call for unity in the Orthodox 
Jewish community, and an appeal to Presi
dent Reagan to include tuition tax credits in 
his next budget message. One of the planks 
adopted called on Jewish relief groups not to 
bow to pressures from the Jewish agency and 
to continue assisting Russian immigrants 
regardless of where they choose ·to settle, 
despite the preference that they choose Israel. 
The Reagan Administration was asked to 
continue to demonstrate concern for Israel's 
"defense and economic" concerns. A special 
commission was established to plan the fes
tivities of Agudath Israel's 60th anniversary, 
when elections will be held for a new national 
administration. 

Reagan Promises Tuition Tax Credits 

The Agudath Israel convention enthusi
astically applauded the promise by President 
Reagan to work for tuition tax credits for 
parents of private schools. In his special mes
sage to the Agudath Israel convention, the 

president wrote: "I welcome this opportunity 
to express my continuing high regard for 
your organization, which for so many years 
has worked to preserve the historical conti
nuity of Judaic culture and history and con
tribute to the moral and religious fiber of our 
nation. 

"I understand that an important item on 
your agenda for discussion will be the issue of 
tuition tax credits. As you may know, I firmly 
believe that the rule of government in the 
field of education is to assist parents, to make 
their burden easier, not to interfere with 
them. Government's proper role is to ensure 
that parents have freedom of choice in select
ing those schools which best reflect their own 
moral and cultural values. 

"As I have said, let there be no misunder
standing. This Administration will keep its 
pledge to work with this Congress to formu
late the kind of legislation which provides tax 
relief to those families which pay tuition in 
addition to supporting their public schools." 

Convention Chairmen 

Dov Levy, prominent leader in the Agu
dath Israel movement, served as chairman of 
the convention. Rabbi Eliyahu Abramczyk 
and Rabbi Edwin Katzenstein served as pro
gram co-charimen, and Rabbi Jacob I. Fried
man was convention coordinator. Rabbi 
Chaskel Besser, presidium member of Agu
dath Israel, served as chairman of the key
note session with his customary warmth and 
charm. 

Overseas Subscribers to 
The Jewish Observer: 

An airmail subscription will 
bring you your copy of The 
Jewish Observer within a 
week of publication (subject 
to local delivery conditions) 
@ $30 per year for 10 issues. 

Send your check to The 
Jewish Observer/5 Beekman 
Street/NYC 10038. 

All subscriptions to Israel 
are being transported via air
freight at the total cost of $16 
per year to each subscriber. 

Photocards of 
Gedolei Yisroel 

35 glossy, postcard size 
(3V," x Sy,") portraits of 

Gedolei Yisroel 
for your set, send $4 
to: Photocards 

Agudath Israel of America 
5 Beekman Street 
NYC 10038 

"Everyone must find a way to gain a share in the outstanding work 
of Agudath Israel-its chessed programs, its youth work, and its 
efforts to support Torah-whether by direct financial contribution or 
by participating first hand in its undertakings." 

"Belonging lo Agudalh Israel offers as an ideal formal for the 
performance of Torah, Avoda, Gemilas Chassadim and a basis for 
Ahavas Yisroel of the highest order." 
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RABBI MOSHE FEINSTEIN, wo•7t:', on f;Jm, 
screened at the keynote session. 

RABBI YAAKOV KAMENETZKY, wo•7w, 
at the keynote session. 
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Same Setting: N'shei Convention for Agudah Women When in 
Acapulco On November 26, 29th of Cheshvan, the 

Agudah Women of America opened its con
vention concurrently with that of Agudath 
Israel of America, beginning with a special 
reception welcoming its members from near 
and far, America and abroad. 

Mrs. Chaya Hubner, convention co-chair
man, opened the convention with remarks 
regarding growth and expansion: "In Erelz 

Yisroel, we have grown from one day care 
center to a network of centers and kinder
gartens, to dormitory and trade schools." 
Mrs. Carmella Rottenberg, visiting from 
Eretz Yisroel, extended greetings as well. 

The N'shei sessions throughout the week
end were attended by hundreds of women. 
On Friday, after Kabbolas Shabbos, Mrs. Char
lotte Cohen, from Baltimore, introduced 
Rabbi Moshe Heineman, a Rosh Yeshiva in 
Ner Israel and Rav of the Agudath Israel of 
Baltimore, who spoke on Hilihos Slrnbbos, 
explaining some contemporary applications 
of these laws. 

After the Shabbos meal, Rebbetzin Chaya 
Frankel, honorary president of N'shei, intro
duced Rabbi Mordechai Gifter, Telshe Rosh 
Yeshiva, who expounded on Rivka Imeinu's 
role, in the Parshas Hashavua. 

At the Sruda Sh'/ishis, Mrs. Aliza Grund, 
convention theme," Activism in our Society": 
convention theme," Activism in our Society"; 
"N'shei Agudath Israel has a role to fulfill in 
the United States in addition to our work in 
Eretz. Yisroel. There are specific problems fac
ing our society today to which we must apply 
ourselves." She cited the example of the 
recently proposed Gay Rights Bill. Mrs. 
Esther Knobel, a former president of Agudah 
Women, had been invited to City Hall to 
testify against Gay Rights. 

At a symposium that afternoon, a panel 
consisting of Mrs. Esther Bohensky, co
president of Agudah Women, Chaya Hubner 
and Aliza Grund, discussed the past, present, 
and future of the organization. 

Mrs. Jaffa Barzakai of Jerusalem spoke 
stirringly of the problems encountered In 
finding rooms and buildings in Errfz. Yisroel to 
accommodate parents seeking the services of 
our N'shei Agudah institutions: "The Mayor 
of Ashdod, who is not religious, has recog
nized the success of our programs to such an 
extent that often, when there is an opening 
for a new center, he encourages and assists 
Agudah Women to step in," she explained. 

Sunday morning's session," Activism on a 
Local Level," dealt with the development of 
new programs in the United States. Rebbe
tzinJosephine Reichel, national co-president, 
introduced Mrs. Libby Brown (membership 
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chairman), Mrs. Rena Ebert (organizer of 
the new Cerebral Palsy Education Program), 
and Mrs. Esther Knobel. Mrs. Ebert emphas
ized that N'shei Agudah is the only national 
orthodox organization working with patients 
on an individual level in Cerebral Palsy group 
homes, to teach the educable something 
about Judaism. At that session, the ladies 
also heard from Mrs. Sternbuch of Zurich, 
who brought greetings from her local N'shei. 

At the close of this final session, Rebbetzin 
Reichel told the crowd: "Let us work to
gether. There is strength in numbers-for 
what can be achieved by a group far exceeds 
the achievements of individuals. We, there
for, hope that orthodox women throughout 
the United States and Canada will join the 
ranks of Agudah Women of America." 

MATANA 
GALLERY 

Lucite-Zirconia, Pearl and 
Semi~precious Stone Jewelry

Personalized Chala Covers, 
T alis Bags and Y armelkas-

Jewish Books-Judaica-
T aleisim-Mezwos-Hebrew 
Clocks-Wall Plaques-and 
Hundreds of Novelty Gift 

Items ... All at Super Discount 
Prices. 

Open Sunday and Wednesday 
11,00 AM-6,00 PM, Other 

Times by Appointment 
1163 E. 10th St. Bet.Kand L 

252-1222 

Kosher Restaurant 
Exclusively at the 

EL PRES/DENTE HOTEL 
Sen•ing the fi11es/ 111 fresh/1• 
cooked Gia/I Kosher Cid,ine 

under super\'isi(>n of 
rt< Rahhi Ya km· Upsh itz 

( 914) 3'i2 44~8 
For 111fonnatun1 (. .\f>ec1al hon us 

1neal {>/ans contact 

ATLAS 
INTERNATIONAL TOURS 

2 West 45th Street, NYC 10036 
(212) 921-9292 800·221-2600 

Formerly Kosher King 

k~r£~.~t'Y 
Whitehead Hali Brooklyn Colleae 

Are you going to Israel? 
Your visit to the Holy Land will have more meaning when you utilize 

the free touring information service available from 
Tourist Department 

Agudath Israel World Organization 
5 Rechov Shomre Hakosel (opposite Klkar Hacherut) 

Jerusalem, 02·223-357 

1 
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United Nations General Assembly Adopts Declaration On The 
Elimination Of All Forms Of Religious Intolerance 

The General Assembly of the United Na
tions adopted at its present session the text 
of a declaration on the Elimination of A!I 
Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination 
Based on Religion or Belief initiated by the 
Agudath Israel World Organization. 

The Declaration consists of a Preamble 
and eight Articles. The main provisions read 
as follows: 

1. Parents have the right to organize the 
life within the family in accordance with 
their religion or belief. 

2. Every child shall enjoy the right to have 
access to education in the matter of religion 
of belief in accordance with the wishes of the 
parents. 

The freedom of religion shall include the 
freedom: 

3. To worship or assembly in connection 
with a religion or belief; 

4. To make, to acquire, and to use to an 
adequate extent the necessary articles and 
materials related to the rites or customs of a 
religion or belief; 

5. To write, to publish, and to disseminate 
relevant publications in this areas; 

6. To teach a religion or belief in places 
suitable for these purposes; 

7. To observe days of rest and to celebrate 
holidays and ceremonies in accordance with 
the precepts of one's religion or belief; 

8. To establish and maintain communica
tions with individuals and communities in 
matters of religion and belief at the national 
and international levels. 

These provisions are only part of the Dec
laration. The full text, which has now be
come part of international law, wi!l be pub
lished in the official U.N. documents. 

The long, almost 30-year-old struggle for 
the adoption of the Declaration began in 
1952 at a meeting of the U.N. Sub-Commis
sion on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities. Dr. Isaac Lewin, 
representing the Agudath Israel World Or
ganization officially recognized by the U.N. 

Economic and Social Council, sugg~sted to 
the Sub-Commission that a study of discrim-

Cope Vocational Institute Receives National Accreditation 
The Business and Vocational Skills Div

ision of COPE Vocational Institute (CVI) was 
recently granted accreditation by the Associ
ation of Independent Co!leges and Schools 
(AICS), it was announced by Rabbi Yerach
miel Barash, the school's director. CVI, which 
is already recognized by the New York State 
Education Department, has received broad 
acclaim for its quality program, which has 
resulted in the placement of its graduates in 
some of New York City's largest industries. 

In granting its accreditation, AICS noted 
that "the tone of the school is one of a highly 
professional nature where student welfare 
and education of students are always a prior
ity." As a result of the accreditation, CVI 
students will now be able to benefit from 
such federal aid programs as Basic Grants 
and Guaranteed Student Loans. 

CVI, which was founded by Agudath Israel 

four years ago, has particularly been an 
important training source for Orthodox Jew
ish youth who value the special environment 
that CVI provides. Yeshiva students also 
receive extensive structured pre-placement 
orientation, which is particularly helpful in 
making the transition to the business world. 

CVI recently launched new programs in 
both its divisions. Its Computer Center offers 
professional level IMS and CICS courses, a 
Sunday and evening 300 hours programming 
course, in addition to its regular 600 hour 
intensive computer programming course. 

The Business Skills Division inaugurated 
its Training Plus Program, specifically di
rected to the needs of the American student. 
These courses, intensive and of short dura
tion, will help train junior accountants, admi
nistrative assistants and executive secretaries 
for the world of business. 

There are 64 hotels in Jerusalem. But there is only 1 hotel in 
Jerusalem that is Shomer Shabbat publicly and privately, 
and serves exclusively non-frozen, Glatt Kosher meat. 

Visit Israel now and stay at the 

Central Hotel 
6 Pines Street, Jerusalem 

Tel: 02-223111 Telex: 26157 I Cables: CENTOTEL 
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ination in religious rights and practices be 
included among other studies of various 
forms of discrimination which the U.N. was 
about to undertake. This suggestion was 
adopted. 

Subsequent to this initiative, rapporteur 
Mr. Arcot Krishnaswami of India, was ap
pointed. He submitted his report in 1956, 
which fully recognized Dr. Lewin's sugges
tion, after many delays. Only this year, how
ever, did the Commission on Human Rights 
succeed in adopting the draft of a Declara
tion. 

Final approval was achieved in the General 
Assembly, and the long struggle in which 
Dr. Lewin has been so greatly involved (and 
which he began in 1952) has come to an end. 

The World Agudah's presidium member 
and U.N. representative, Dr. Lewin's 32 
addresses in this matter, delivered before 
various organs of the U.N. betwpen the 
years 1952-1978, have recently appeared in 
book form under the title Towards lnterna~ 
tional Guarantees For Religious Liberty 
(Shengo!d Publishers, New York: 1981, 128 

pp.). 

Traditional 
Premium 

Quality 
Kosher 

for Over 3 
Generations 

Accepted and Preferred 

worldwide without 
reservation 

The Most Trusted 
Name in Kosher 

Poultry and Foods 
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THE WORLD FAMOUS 
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

'1~ip7 ifl:J. '~ip7 
'i"~i iye'iK ?xioeo '1 1"iii1MO 

Available at 
LEKUTEI INC., cl o I. Rosenberg 

10 West 47th Street, Room 702 
New York, N.Y. 10036 

(212)719-1717 

29 Volumes on Torah, Perek, 
Medrash, Megilos and Talmud. 

Proceeds of sales distributed among 
Yeshivas and used for reprinting 

of volumes out.-of-print 
PRICE $7.50 PER VOLUME 

GOOD NEWS!!! FORALLJEWRY 

V'SHEE NON TOM 
VOL. II 

(Pesach • Shevuous - Succohs) 

By popular acclaim and your constant letters 

Volume II is ready for distribution 

e A must in every home 
e A story, Divrei Torah and 1\tlitzvohs 

e A Torah thought on every page 

Send in your NAME, ADDRESS 

AND A CHECK FOR $16.00 to 

Rabbi Elias Schwartz 
2109 83rd St., Bklyn, N.Y. 11214 
And you will receive your copy by mail 

From the Agudath Israel 
Archives 
Ticket lo Freedom 

Agudath Israel of Vienna together with the Revision
ists organized in 1938 illegal transports to Palestine, on 
which thousands of Jews emigrated from Hitler to frelz 
Yisroel. These transports were approved by the Nazis, 
but every individual had to obtain a visa to a destination. 
An agreement was made with the Consul of Liberia in 
Vienna, and he issued such visas against payment of 
money. Eichmann then required that the people on the 
transport leaving on 4th of November 1938 on a ship 
from the Danube pier at ''Reichsbruecke" in Vienna, 
meet at the train station "Ostbanhof" and from there 
take a train to "Liberia." The ride on the train to the 
Danube pier took roughly 10 minutes. This is probably 
the ONLY railroad ticket from that railroad trip still 
extant. 

From the CHARLES RICHTER PAPERS 
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Maze! Tov-Klall Yisroel 
7"m have instructed one who has completed a 11'.ltlb to make a 01'0 to which he 
should invite his friends. Besides the obvious itK,1iT factor, the purpose of the 01"0 is 
of great motivational value in reaHzing the fruition of a major achievement. This stimuli will 
hopefully motivate the 0'10t and his fdJends to continued, and even greater accomplish
ments. Not to take advdntage of such a moment is a lost opportunity. 

In the same light we at Torah Umesorah-and in a sense thE? greater yeshiva world~who fre
quently dream of great ;r;m l1:'/'.lil1 projects, should use the motivational value of "a 
dream that has finally reached fruition". 

The Kolle! in Melbourne, Australia which officially opened on Rosh Chodesh Kislev was the 
result of the Torah Umesorah dream and thousands of hours effort by staff members-in 
particular Rabbi Dov Lesser and Rabbi Yehoshua Fishman. 

The initial contact with Melbourne was made in May 1977 to send a S.E.E.D. group. After a 
year of negotiations, when we all realized that the travelling expense made the S.E.E.D. 
program prohibitive. the idea transposed to develop a full time Kolle!. 

To further this, Rabbi Fishman visited Melbourne In November of 1978 and Rabbi and Mrs, 
Moshe Mendel Glustein, the Rosh Yeshiva of the Yeshiva Gedolah Merkaz Hatorah of 
Montreal, Quebec went as Torah Umesorah representatives in July of 1979. During the en~ 
suing years several leaders of the Melbourne community came to the United States and met 
with Roshei Yeshivos and possible candidates. 1'he numerous meetings, letters, international 
phone calls, frustrations and leads that did not work out.,. can only be imagined! Scores of 
Kolle] couples were interviewed and finally Rabbi Dov Lesser working with Beth Medrash 
Govoha (Lakewood) was able to coordinate the group that finally went. A great n:i "11U" to 
Rabbi Wurzburger and Rabbi Dovid Nojawitz (who lead three S.E.E.D. programs), Kollel 
heads, and the ten couples of the Lakewood Kollel who joined in this historic moment. 

It is important for all who "make-things-happen" in n;m n:t:i;n -Roshei Yeshivas, 
Torah Umesorah staff, Rabbonim, principals, Rebbis, administrators, Bnei Torah, and com
munity leaders-to know that with HaShem's help dreams do become reality and that 
tremendous effort does bear wonderful fruit! 

If anything, instead of our being "dreamers", we do not dream big enough! Mazel Tov to 
Klall Yisroel and n:i "11U" to all who worked on this project. l.>.,

1
Jfl.viu-·••' 

°*vi Shulman 

Publl•l'l•d S:y TORAH UMES()RAH/C29 PARK AVENUe SOUfH/NEW YORK, NS, 10003/.;!12 .. 814~100 



World Agudah Agency "Chizuk" Builds Israel-U.S.A. Torah Bridges 

A "Torah bridge" between Israel and the 
United States to help returning AmE'rican 
Banfri Tr5/mrr1 in their spiritual adjustment 
when they retlch these shores has been built 
by "Chizuk-The Torah Link," according toa 
six-month report just released. "Chizuk," an 
;igpncy establi:.hed in New York by the Agu
dath Israel World Organization after the 
Sixth Knessia Gedolah (World Agudist Con
gress), worked dosely with the Baalei Te
shuvah yeshivas in Israel, which supplied the 
agency with 300 names of American retur
nees, it was reported by Rabbi Moshe Sherer, 
ch<1irman of the international movement. 

According to Rabbi David Goldwasser, 
director of "Chizuk," these young Baa/ei Te
~hu.Pa urgently need assistance at the critical 
juncture when they reunite with parents 

who are far removed from Jewish religious 
observance. ''Chizuk" provides the students 

with guidance, counseling, home hospitality, 
Torah study classes and other services. As 
one prominl."nl Rosh Yeshiva of an Israeli Baal 
Te.<hurn yeshiva declared: "Chizuk is protect~ 
ing the investment that our yeshiva made in 
American students", 

In addition, Chizuk assisted over 200 young 
American adults who had returned from 
lsrael whl're they only had a brief encounter 
with Torah Judaism. A major instrument 
used by the Brud Teshr.wa agency is a home 
hospitality program, a group of 150 families 
throughout th!." United States who have 

opened their homes for these returnees. 

h'1''11 i:lbi' ;~ ri11n1 

Did you learn 
Torah today? 

U.t us help sou (free cifcharge) 
find a Chavrusa or Shiur. 

Call now/or Jast, · 
courteous service: 
Reshet-T(lrah 

Education Ni!twork 
(212) 7914851 

e: SHELLY 
:; LADli 
- •thestra = 438-3402 
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"Chizuk" also conducted a broad range of 
other pro)ects to encourage young people to 
become acquainted with Yiddishkeil. Its Jewish 
Information Hotline received 400 calls during 
the six-month period from young Jews seek
ing answers to questions on religion, of 
whom many were followed up with persona! 
interviews and ultimately placed in Torah 
classes. 

encouraged to continue on to more intensive 
courses. "Chi:tuk" was also in touch with over 
300 directors of Jewish student organizations 
affiliated with universities throughout the 
United States and Canada. 

"Chizuk's" Adult Institute of Torah Stu
dies organized two series of classes in basic 

Judaism: The Jewish Living Laboratory and 
Free Hebrew Lessons. Using special audio
visual materials and other innovative ap
proaches, hundreds of young adults were 
given their first taste of Torah living and 

"Chizuk" is now publishing a new bro
chure "Reach Out and Touch Someone," to 
arouse the Jewish community to the huge 
opportunities to win over young people to 
Yiddi.~hkrif. "Chizuk" also broadrasts a Torah 
message every morning from Monday 
through Thursday at 7:30 A.M. heard 
throughout New York and New Jersey on 
Station WFMU-FM (91.11). Its office is lo
cated at the Agudath Israel World Organiza
tion, 5 Beekman Street, New York City. 

Missed the exciting national 
convention of Agudath Israel of 

America? 
Not irretrievably! 

The following 90-minute tapes are available: 
TAPE #1: "Looking Inward: Are Our Personal Religious Standards Up 

To Par?" 
Rabbi Leibowitz-Overview 
Rabbi Heineman, Rabbi N. Alpert 
Chairman: Rabbi A.C. Feuer 

TAPE #2: "The Challenges of an Unfinished Agenda: Agudath Israel of 
America Enters its 6oth Year" 

TAPE#3: 

Rabbi Mordechai Gitter, Rabbi Moshe Sherer 
Moderator: Rabbi Chaim Schmeltzer 

KEYNOTE SESSION: 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, 
Rabbi Yaakov Ruderman, Rabbi Moshe Sherer, 
Rabbi Moshe Shapiro (Be'er Yaakov) 

TAPE #4: "Coming to Grips With America's Social Agenda: Should 
Orthodoxy React to Every National Concern?" 

Rabbi David Bleich, Rabbi Shlomo Friefeld 
Remarks from Motzoei Shabbos: Rabbi Avrohom Shapiro 
Chinuch Atzmai: Rabbi Shmuel Faivelson. 

All four tapes $10.00. Individual tapes $3.00 per tape. 

Please place your pre-paid order with: 
Agudath Israel of America, Audio-Visual Dept. 

5 Beekman Street, New York, NY 10038 (212) 791-1810 
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Agudath Israel Helps Russian Jews Celebrate Chanukah Citywide 

Russian Jewish immigrants living in com~ 
munities throughout the New York Metro
politan area benefited from special Chanukah 
programs sponsored by Project RISE (Rus-

i"tlJ 

MFZUZOS 
Examined 

In )'CUI' homel 
Q'lC'l)(lDIJ:~(IXl)l:JXZIO .,s,io 

Certified by the 
Vaad /l'lishmeres .Stam 

will check your Mezuzos 
on your premises 

M Your Comoemencel 
Call for appointment 

Limited time opportunity 

Rabbi M. B•llilg•P 
fZ1ZI416-7075 

1344 - 48 Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. f1219 

Young Yerushalmi had heart 
attack. His wife takes care of him 
and 6 children under 11. Need is 
great. Kindly send tax deductible 
contribution to: Bikur Cholim., 
Inc., c/o 
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RABBI AVROHOM 
BLUMENKRANTZ 

814 Caffrey Ave., 
Far Rockaway, N.Y. 11691 

sian Immigrant Services and Education) a div
ision of Agudath Israel of America. In a 
report presented by Mr. Willie Wiesner, 
chairman of RISE, and Rabbi Yisroel Versch
leiser, its executive director, RISE noted that 
the unprecedented effort concentrated on 
local gatherings and on youth. 

The festivities were kicked off on Decem
ber 12th with a gathering for more than 600 
Russian immigrants at Mesivta Torah Vo
daath in Flatbush. Former Prisoner of Con
science, Josef Mendelevich, addressed the 
immigrant Jews, urging them to make use of 
the new opportunities in their lives by com
ing closer to Yiddishkeit. RISE volunteers dis
tributed Chanukah candles, special bulletins 
with information on the significance of the 
holiday, and particularly anti-missionary lea
flets. Students of the Be' er Hagolah Yeshiva, 
under the direction of Mrs. Pearl Kaufman 
and Rabbi Goldstein, presented a special 
Chanukah play. The gathering was co-spon
sored by Project RISE and the Kensington 
community under the leadership of Mrs. 
Dubinsky of Project RISE and Mrs. Belsky of 
the Kensington community. Be'er Hagolah 
students also visited a special exhibit at the 
Jewish Museum about Chanukah. 

RISE volunteers also distributed menor
ahs, candles, bulletins and pamphlets on 
Chanukah (courtesy of Al Tidom) and drei
dels to all students of Be'er Hagolah, the 
Mesorah Academy of Queens and children of 

the Sunday school for Russian Jewish public 
school students. In all, 6,000 special Cha
nukah bulletins were distributed: 4,800 in 
New York City and 1,200 in cities through
out the United States. 

Project RISE continued its efforts in behalf 
of the Bucharian community in Soro Park by 
organizing a special Chanukah festivity on 
Sunday, the day before the first candle. RISE 
has been extremely helpful in organizing the 
Bucharian community by helping them ar
range special minyanim where they can daven 
according to their own customs. 

Other Project RISE Chanukah gatherings 
were held at the Avenue N Jewish Center in 
Brooklyn, Beth Jacob-Beth Miriam in the 
Bronx, the Chaim Berlin Adult Culture 
Classes and in Brighton Beach. 

In a joint effort with the Association of 
Orthodox Jewish Teachers, Russian immi
grants visited the Jewish Museum. Be'er 
Hagolah students are also planning to spend a 
Shabbos in Lakewood next week. 

A special emphasis of the Project RISE 
campaign was the anti-missionary drive. 
3,000 special fliers were distributed through
out the New York City area to alert Russian 
Jews about the menace of missionaries. Mem
bers of a special task force fanned out 
throughout Brighton Beach and other areas 
to make personal contact with Russian immi
grants so that they are not entrapped by mis
sionary officials. 

a•ii~ ni<u:ifl':7 t:ii~ 

CENTER FOR TEACHER TRAINING 
1326 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, N .Y. 11230 

The staff and faculty of the Mercaz wish to express 
congratulations and best wishes for success to last year's 
graduates and their families, who have assumed positions as 
teachers and principals in Yeshivas and High Schools across 
the country. 

May they go from strength to strength in the service of Kial Yisroel. 

Kial Yisroel desperately needs qualified Bnai Torah to guide and staff 
Yeshiva Day Schools and High Schools nationwide. 

We are now interviewing candidates for next year's course. 

Fellowships are available ta qualified candidates. 

For information coll 
(212) 998-0110 (from 2:00 to 6:00P.M.) 

(out-of-town - call collect) 
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97, Stamford Hill, London, N. 16, England 
Annual subscription Airmail $48.00. Surface Mail $25.00 

Write now for your free sample copy 

Published by Agudath Israel of Great Brirain 

It pays to advertise in The Jewish Tribune 

Remember the organization that has been plan· 
ning for Torah, speaking for Torah and taking 

decisive action for Torah for clo-se to six decades .. --. 
when you make your will. 

It is the best way to use your wealth of wisdom 
and experience from the past, to devote your finan ... 
cial resources to the securing of future generat_ions. 

Only Agudath Israel of America has been taking 
care, or children in youth programs, pioneering in 
sun1mer camps, sponsoring contests and study pro¥ 
grams ... 

Only Agudath Israel of America has been pub
lishing The Jewish Ol>server, Dos Yiddishe Vort and 
position papers ... 

Only Agudath Israel has been running COPE 
fQr our community's vocational needs1 Project 
RISE for Russian immigrants, JEP to reach o_m to 
kids who are far from Torah . , . 

Only Agudath Israel of America speaks for you 
with dignity and force in the halls of legislature and 
before government agencies .. , 

Shouldn't Agudath Israel of America continue 
to do this for you-after you no longer can? 

Our legal advisors can guide you regarding cor
rect forms and procedures, tax advantages, and 
annuities (guaranteed income contracts). 

Write us today. 

Agudath Israel of America 
5 Beekman St. New York City, 10038 
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Rabbi Avrohom Y. Berkowitz 
• Received Kabbalah from HaRav 

Hagaon, Rav Moshe Feinstein, Shlita 
• Recognized by the Vaad Mishmeres Stam 

• Tefillin 
• Mezuzos 
• Sifrei Torah 
• Tallaisim 
• Megillos 
• Silver Atoros 
• Torah Mantels 
• Porochos 
• Personalized 

Tallis & Tefillin 
Bags and 
Yarmulkes 

• ... and a complete selection of 
religious artic:;les 

• Tefillin checked -
one day service by appt. 

KASHRUS GUARANTEED 


