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YOUR RABE

)l MEIR BAAL HANESS CHARITY!

In the tastdecades, as Americans flocked to live in
Israel, the steadily worsening economy forced more
and more families to seek aid, In response, Kolel
America, the American Rabbi Meir Baal Haness Char-
ity, founded 90 years ago by the Brisker Rov, Rabbi
Yehoshua Leib Diskin, ZT'L, greatly expanded its as-
sistance activities. Today, thousands receive constant
support, Yeshivaand Kolel stipends, medical and hos-
pital costs, Hachnosath Kallah and Yom Tov grants.

HONORARY PRESIDIUM

ISRAEL U.S.A.
Rabbi Chaim P, Scheinberg Rabbi Moshe Feinstein
Torah Ohr Tifereth Jerusalem

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky
Torah Vodaath

Rabbi Yaacov Ruderman
Ner israel

In desperation, Kolel America looks to American
Jewry — its only source of income — to respond as
never before so that the vital aid can continue. We,
therefore, issue this heartfelt appeal: “Open your
hands widely to your American brethren — Aniyey
Ircho — who deserve priority in their time of need!
We proclaim it a sacred obligation upon every Amer-
ican Jew to support Kolel America most generously
and to have its pushka in his home.

Rabbi Mordechai Gifter
Telshe

Rabbi Z. Meir Ginsherg
Agudas Horabbonim

Rabbi Yaacov Y. Kanievski

Grand Rabbi Yaacov Perlow
Of Novominsk
Grand Rabbi Yisroel Portugal
Of Skulen
Grand Rabbi Abraham Twersky

Stipler Gaon Of Machnovke
Rabbi A. Malkiel Kotler Rabbi Shmuel Wosner
Lakewood Bnai Brak

**Partial List

As Rosh Hanshanah approaches, the expenses of supplying

thousands of families with their Yom Tov needs are greater than
ever beforel Open your heart and your hand to "our own,” our Jerusalem, Rabbi Yehoshua Leib Diskin, ZT'L, the Brisker Rav:

fellow Americans in Eretz Yisroel.

Your reward is the written pledge of our founder, the Rav of
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] HereismyEmergency High Holiday donation forthe needy in Israel {(as checked):
I 0 $500. 0 $250. o $120 E $50. 0 $36. I 0 $25. o $18. o8
“q wili act as a Heavenly Advocate for the | A Famlly An Orphan A Widow Child  The E:]de; : :::ud:n:tK :;hla:" Lilia E::y E:onal:n Helps
supporters of Kolel America. They shall 4 [T Ficase send mo a FREE Rosh nd Me A Kolel America Charity Pushka
be inscribed in the Book of Life and Hashanah "Food For Life" guide (or call Name
merlt to witness the rebullding of Zlon | | (212) 871-4111 for your guide).
and Jerusalem.” | Address
25 Elul, 5657 (1897) |- KOLEL AMERICA
Rabbi Yehoshua Leib Diskin The American Gharity Of Clty
' RABBI MEIR BAAL HANESS State 2ip
|

132 Nassau Street

New York, N.Y. 10038 Denations to Kolsl Amarica ars tax sxsmpl.
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“Chinuch”—The Training of Children:

Whose Responsibility Is It?

When a Child Comes

A marriage is blessed with the arrival of a child. A
husband and wife become parents and the couple
becomes transformed into a family.

The new father’s routine expands, but the entire
focus of thought and activity of the mother is shifted to
her new child. Yet the mother’s total involvement in her
child is hardly reflected in halacha. In fact the Talmud
states, ”A man is obligated to train his sonin (the obser-
vance of) mitzvos, (but) a woman is not obligated to train
her son” (Nazir 29a}. This is a view taken by most? but
not all2 poskim (halachic authorities) as law. How strange
that the mother, whose talents and energies are des-
cribed by Chazal as the mainstay of a home and who
truly contributes more than anyone else to the child’s
physical and spiritual growth, does not bear the primary
responsibility for chinuch!

Actually the mitzva of chinuch itself is puzzling. It is
undeniably a keystone in perpetuating Jewish life and
values over the generations, yet the Talmud tells us that
it is only rabbinic in origin {Chsgiga 4a). None of the
Rishonim (early commentators—11-15 centuries) count
chinuch as one of the 613 Biblical commandments, The
teaching of Torah to one’s children—in contrast to
mitzva observance—would seem to be a clear Biblical
commandment: “And you shall teach them to your
children” (Devarim 11-19; see also Ramban ibid.). The
Rishonom® do not even count this as a mitzva per se;

Yisroel Reisman, a member of the Kollel of Mesivta Torah Vodeath, in
Brooklyn, had a piece published in AM HATORAH, Zetrei Agudath Israel’s Torak
journal. This is his first appearance in JO.

instead, they view this as part of the more general mikzva
of Talmud Torah.t

The unique ability of our people to persevere and
grow throughout generations of exile certainly stems
from our obsessive dedication to the chinuch of our child-
ren. How strange that at the Giving of the Torah at
Sinai, G-d did not specifically command us to ensure the
continuity of generations!

“Chinuch”: Two Understandings

In attempting to attain a deeper understanding of this
mitzea, we come across iwo distinct explanations of
chinuch.

While we generally define chinuch as training, the
Torah uses chinuch as a term of has'chala—beginning.s
These two definitions parallel two distinct explanations
of the mitzoa of chinuch, as found in Chazal,

Some commentatorsé see chinuch as an early begin-
ning of mitzva fulfillment. Although a jew is required to
perform mitzvos beginning at age twelve (for girls) or
thirteen (for boys), chinuch calls for these mitzvos to be
performed at a younger age. According to this view,
parental responsibility only extends to the mechanical
performance of the deed.

Others? see chinuch as the parent’s obligation to make
mitzvos and Torah values a part of their child’s life, so that
he will be accustomed, from an early age, to perform
Hashem's mitzvos regularly and eagerly, Although this
view certainly acknowledges mechanical mitzva obser-
vance as basic, the emphasis is placed on attitudes and
feelings. Accordingly, a parent who cannot afford to
buy his son a kosher esrog might be fulfilling his chinuch
obligation by buying his son a flawed esrog? (providing, of
course, that his son is unaware of the imperfection).
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Although this does not fulfill the technical require-
ments of the mitzva, the father is still training his son in
being accustomed to perform mitzves, which is his basic
obligation.

Inshort, we can refer to these two aspects of chinuch as
the “Mitzva observance”—or activity facet, and the
“Torah value”—or moral facet. Involving a child in the
mechanics of mifzva observance is not necessarily a Bibli-
cal obligation. This waits until maturity. It is the Torah-
value aspect that would seem to be of utmost impor-
tance. So, while a child is technically incapable of moral
intent in the performance of individual mifzves (and,
indeed, the Torah mandates no such morality?), a gen-
eral education in moral values is most essential to his
development as a Jew. This teaching of Torah-value

morality to children may, indeed, by mandated by Torah
faw.

Pouring Foundations For Torah

G-d created man with many natural instincts. Among
them~anger, haughtiness, lust—are some that we are
taught to stringently avoid. Yet, nowhere in the Torah
are we specifically commanded to distance ocurselves
from these midos (character attributes). This puzzling
omission was explained by Rabbi Chaim Vital:*1¢“Proper
midos provide the foundation for Torah. Without them,
a Torah life would be unimaginable. Their acquisition,
therefore, requires no specific commandment.”! This
observation can easily be applied to the Torah-value
aspect of chinuch as well. At Sinai, G-d did indeed give
Klal Yisroel the responsibility to pass down the Torah for
all generations. But precisely because this is so self-
evident, it was not specifically commanded.

The Sages of later generations simply added a second
phase to the chinuch obligation, namely the technical
inclusion of minors in mitzva observance. But the basic
chinuch precept existed earlter.?2 We find that Avrakam
Aviny influenced vast multitudes to accept monotheism,
converting these people into truly righteous men.?3
Why do we find no reference to their descendants any-
where in the Mesora (tradition)? Rabbi Moshe Feinstein,
poowr, pointed out that notwithstanding their right-
eousness, these men had failed to grasp the significance
of ckinuch.14 As a result, not one of their descendants
perpetutated their convictions after the passing of
Avraham and Sara.!s Chiruch, then, is the most basic
lifeline of Mesora, surely a Torah foundation of the type
explained by Rav Chaim Vital

Allusion to the Heart
While a mother's role in chinuch is not specifically

defined in the Talmud, it is alluded to: “Three partners
form a human being-—G-d, father and mother. The

*16th century Kabbalist, disciple of the Ari Zal.
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father contributes the white, from which are formed
the bones, sinews, nails, brain and white of theeye. The
mother contributes the red, from which are formed the
skin, flesh, hair and pupil of the eye. G-d gives the soul,
etc.1e

In Kabbalistic teachings, we find that white is sym-
bolic of purity of thought;7 red and the faculty of vision
are symbolic of proper action.’® Reb Tzaddok Hakohein*
explains this Gemora in a spiritual sense.® He describes
the father’s contribution towards the development of his
child as the helem i.e, implanting in the hidden depths of
the mind of proper ideas and plans. Proper action, how-
ever, does not necessrily result from this knowledge.

The mother’s contribution includes the formation of
the heart-—the center of a person’s drives, emotions,
and desires, which motivate him to act. Her task,
referred to by Reb Tzaddok as the nigleh, is to inspire the
child to transform the he'lem into physical action. Or, in
the words of Maharal:“The task of a righteous woman is
to prepare her offspring to accept and then apply Torah
ethics and thought."20

Sacred literature likens a woman to a garden (Pirka
d'Rav Eliezer, Ch. 21). Just as a seed is planted into the
earth of a garden, where it is nurtured and fed until it
blossoms into a majestic tree, so too, does man contrib-
ute the seed from which a child is formed; but it is
woman that G-d has blessed with the anatomy capable

of nurturing that seed and forming it into a human
being.

A Spiritual Garden

This analogy is true in the spiritual sense as well. As
Reb Tzaddok explained, the father’s ke'lem role is to plant
seeds of chinuch by giving his child the basic knowledge
necessary for mifzva fulfillment. To accomplish this, it
would be sufficient to acquaint a child with the mechan-
ical observance of mitzvos. The mechanical mitzva obser-
vance of childhoed, however, will not automatically
guarantee that a child will continue to perform mitzves as
an adult. This is only a beginning aspect of chinuch.

The mother’s role in forming a child, spiritually as
well as physically, is far more complex. Hers is the
training aspect of chinuch that will influence the child to
want to do mifzves . .. to appreciate mifzvos and Torah
values. Her task is to imbue him with the feelings that
will inspire him to act upon his father’s teachings. Sheis
to provide him with the moral basis in which Torah and
mitzvos will take root and flourish.

When Chazal say that women are exempted from the
mitzva of chinuch, they are referring to the mifzoa obser-
vance aspect of chinuch, the mechanical part. The Torah-
value aspect of chinuch, however, falls under her jurisdic-
tion, This is the chinuch role whose paramount im-

*Famed author of works on Kabbalistic themes, in 19th Century
Lublin, Poland.
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portance can be presumed to be such an obvious Torah
foundation that it is not specifically commanded.

Just as G-d endowed woman with the anatomy
necessary for the forming of a child, so too did He
provide her with specific talents and abilities necessary
for chinuch habanim. When Chazal describe women as
“dabraniyes”** —more talkative—their intention is not to
belittie them. The same applies for their observations
that women are more shy,22 more merciful,?? emo-
tional,24 and less physically active2s than men. Although
these factors may seem to handicap her, in truth they
are invaluable tools necessary for her life role.

A Man's Faults, a Woman's Strengths

As Ramban?t points out, a woman's tendency towards
shyness is a positive attribute, not a fault. Her lack of
aggressiveness and physical restlessness make her less
likely to thrust herself into the competitive business
world for personal fulfiliment. Perhaps these very ten-
dencies enable many a mother to ignore pressing tasks
and deadlines to spend unhurried, unscheduled time
with her children when they need it. “Kol kevoda bas melech
prima—the princess’s glory is within” refers to woman’s

unique ability to find her main satisfaction within the
four walls of her home. This happiness is absorbed by
her child, who has a keen awareness of his mother’s
feelings. Because she is more emotional and expresses
her feelings more openly and readily, her attitudes have
a profound impact upon the development of her child.

Have you ever stopped to observe a mother putter
around the house with a toddler at her heels? Listen and
you will hear her non-stop commentary on the work-

&

ings of a household and the mysteries of the grown-up
world. Almost out of habit, she will describe each item
she removes from the grocery bag, explaining its use as
she puts it in its place. Now imagine his father unpack-
ing the same bag of groceries. He will have the job done
in half the time, but his child will be ignored during
those few minutes. Qur nashim dabraniyos have a natural
quality that they use, almost subconsciously, to educate
our children.

Indeed, the three basic qualities in which our nation
prides itself —"rachmanim, beishanim, v'gomlet chassadim, be-
ing merciful, modest, and charitable”—are all attributes
in which a mother excels. Her chinuch activities cultivate
these values in the hearts of our children.

Failing To Grasp Her Significance

Today’s society is seeking to obliterate the social
implications of male-female differences. “Liberation”
demands that women seek to overcome what they per-
ceive as feminine handicaps. As much as we may recog-
nize this attitude as inimicable to a Torah perspective,
the values of the society around us invariably invade our
own. The common perception of a housewife-mother
as a maid-babysitter is diametrically opposed to Chazal’s
understanding of her role. A mother who stays home
with her children should view herself as a full-time
mechaneches—an educator of the young, not a simple
babysitter.

A mother’s tailure to grasp the significance of her role
can have a detrimental effect on her children. Aware of
this, a mother who elects to go to work should make
certain that her replacement, too, is a capable mecha-
neches. Parents who would shudder at the thought of
sending their childrn to public schools, nevertheless
allow people with hard secular values—even non-
Jews—to tend their school-age children for many hours
a week. Would this mother truly appreciate her child’s
needs and the ways in which she is constantly contribut-
ing to his development, she would select a baby sitter
with much more care. This is not to say that a babysitter
must be well educated—only that she have basic, simple,
Torah-oriented values. And while it may not always be
possible to obtain an observant babysitter, a chinuch-
conscious mother should put every effort towards
attaining this ideal.

Big Bird or “Imma”?

Because many women fail to see themselves as educa-
tors of their children, they often entrust this assign-
ment to Sesame Street-type programs. Big Bird and
Captain Kangaroo might indeed have training abilities
in certain areas that are superior to those of many
mothers, but those areas do not constitute chinuch,
Children raised on the lap of their TVs often learn to
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count at an early age and become conversant in many
refatively worldly matters. But, experience has shown
that these children are often lacking in many mides,
notably beishanus (sense of shame) and yiras shomayim (fear
of Heaven). While one may argue that educational pro-
grams can be beneficial as a supplement to chinuch, it is
extremely difficult to limit such programs to a supple-
mentary role. Children will absorb more from funny
characters, bedecked in colerful costumes, than from
low-keyed, one-to-one experiences in their homes.
Unpacking a big of groceries can hardly seem exciting to
a youngster accustomed to seeing Cookie Monsters and
cartoon characters performing impossible feats. Profes-
sional educators perceive television as an impediment to
chirnuch habanim, ¥ mothers saw themselves as educators,
perhaps they too would feel that way. Again, the child is
hurt by his mother’s failure to appreciate her own
importance.

Hakodosh Baruch Hu has blessed every child with a
thirst for knowledge and a strong desire to imitate the
grown-ups around him. These are his tools for building
a proper foundation for his life. A parent-mechanech must
supervise the use of these tools, This constant vigilance
often causes inconveniences, but the rewards are great.
As David Hamelech said, “Those who sow with tears shall
reap with joy.” Is there another harvest in life that is
more important? O
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THE JEWISH OBSERVER has had frequent occasion to write about great men who
succeeded in elevating themselves through living a Torah existence, and at the same
time, changed the world around them. It is not often, however, that we focus on the
women who were part of their lives and shared in their achievements. Such an
occasion arises with the recent passing of REBBITZEN SARAH YAFFEN vy, the late
daughter of the famed Alter of Novarodok, Rabbi Yoseif Yoizel Horowitz 973t (JO
Feb. '77), who founded a network of Yeshivos in pre World War I Eastern Europe.
The Alter was succeeded by his son-in-law, the late Rabbi Avrohom Yaffen st —
who headed the Novarodok Yeshivos in the 1920's and 30’s and then, after World
Woar 11, brought the Novarodok tradition to America in the form of the Yeshiva Bais
Yoseif, in Brooklyn—(See JO July '70). Rabbi Yaffen was succeeded by his son,
Rabbi Yaakov Yaffen R, and his recently niftar (deceased) son-in-law, Rabbi
Yehuda Leib Nekritz 5.

In these pages we offer a sketch of an unusual woman whose lifetime spanned a full
century and was deeply involved in the development of the Mussar Movement from
Novarodok to Bialystok, from Siberia to Boro Park to Jerusalem: in many respects,
the Jewish woman par excellence. The following appreciation of Rebbitzen Yaffen
was penned by her granddaughter, MRS. SHOSHANA (NEKRITZ) PERR.

And ah Was Listening ...

chmudeitz 2m2Y oo,

2 and her late cousin, Rabbi Cha
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“You'll come back for Shalosh Seudos,” my hostess said. This was
her son’s Bar Mitzva weekend, and I quickly agreed. “It's for women
only and you'll speak,” she added, half jokingly.

I wasn't sure of her sertousness or of my ability to prepare
something relevant. | did think of an fnfriguing Vort from one of the
speeches delivered at the Bar Mitzoa. . . . Fine. [ knew my topic, but

~ something was upsetting me. Fow could I tell over that which had
been spoken publicly? Wasn't it demeaning to assume that no one
listened? Why is it a given that women rarely listen fo a speech
delivered at a simcha, actively enjoying conversation of their own? ls
it because they never have to tell over a Vort? Is it because they're
seldom asked ko speak? Because they are unburdened by the expectation
of having to listen? Is it a habit learned from having bo strain to hear
behind a separating mechitza?

Yet the Torah's presentation of woman is quite different:
NI TNR MY TN “And Sarah was listening al the opening

. says the Pasuk (Bereishis 18, 10/—whenever she could,
wherever fhere was an opportunity, an opentng.

The mystery and power of flowing thought is such that one
idea follows another in a system of its own, not always easy fo
connect. And so the searching for o topic, my disturbance, the pasuk
bearing Saral's name suddenly conjured up the image of my grand-
mother and gave me a topic I could use without misgivings.

Bobba at the Opening

Talways saw her listening at the doorway, at the table,
in a crowd or one-to-one. And she was never asked to
speak or to “say over,” so there my theory evaporates
into thin air.

It’s true my Bobba always peeked behind the curtains,
always managing to hear, to listen. Nothing ever stood
in Bobba's way.

She listened with an avid interest, with a thirst,
though never formally schooled—as she herself would
often tell me.”l know nothing on my own. That whichl
know is only what I heard from my father, the Rosh
Yeshiva {as she called her husband), Talmidei Chacho-
mim,1 the many who frequented her home, and the
bachurim she loved as much as her own children.

She gave the credit of all she was to the Mussar she
had heard.? The effect of Mussar, even the casual con-
versation, the small talk, had made an uneducated
woman inte what she had become.?

But the key word was nynw—listening. She always
listened, expecting to understand, questioning if she
didn’t, criticizing that which she didn't like, adding her
own, enjoying fully the good Vort, the bon mot, the clever-
ness, and the depth, the originality and the message. My
Bobba Yaffen, how I suddenly missed her!

Story after story, memory after memory continued
with the slower speed of memory which lingers, pains,

Mrs. Perr, o frequent contributor to these pages, is Program Dirvector of Camp
Bunos in Likerty, NY, a counselor and therapist with Torah Umesorah Connterforce
Program, and is currently in private practice.
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when one is gone. Memory excites in its sharpness,
sketching the person in indelible strokes.

The Rebbe’s “Smicha’

My grandmother and the Gerrer Rebbe .. . a story |
had not witnessed, but heard first hand. My grand-
parents moved to Eretz Yisroel in their later years, to 11
Slonim, in Me'ah She’arim.

Varied visitors passed through that pesach, that open-
ing, each with a history and relationship of his own.
Many came from the same world of Torah and Mussar,
others from a different world with a history and tradi-
tion of their own.

The Gerrer Rebbe came to visit my grandfather, Reb
Avrchom Yaffen. Bobba asked the Zaide to speak to the
Rebbe on the behalf of someone needy—asking a favor,
They spoke of many things. But the Zaide had his own
reason for not asking the Rebbe for the favor. The
Bobba, listening in the kitchen, realized that the request
would not be made and came in to ask herself. The
Gabbai tried to stop her, saying, “The Rebbe doesn't
speak to women.” She gently, but noless firmly, quieted
the Gabbai and then made her request.. . .“Things were
different with my father,” she commented.s

My husband had the zechus of visiting privately with
the Beis Yisrod (the Gerrer Rebbi) sometime later. The
most animated part of the conversation, he told me, was
when the Rebbe raised the subject of the Bobba.

“I hold her to be a real Rosh Yeshivia,” he said with a
twinkie.

The”Rosh Yeshivta”—Don’t be mistaken. You had to
hear my Bobba speak about Di Menner (the men). Her
face lit up as she would say, “They're home”~from shul,
from learning, from important meetings. Her facelit up
with love and awe and expectation of their being what
they ought to be, bringing home the words, the infor-
mation she would love tolisten to, think about, internal-
ize, transform into her own.

“Never let your husband carry out the garbage,” she
taught me as a girl. “Let him help you in other ways,
you'll be greater when he is greater,” she said, stretch-
ing my girlish imagination,

To Receive in Order to Give

Someone asked if a Baal Mussar gives Mussar or
receives it. The Bobba was adept at both.

The Zaide once referred to the long hot trips he had made

between Williamshurg and the Yeshiva in Boro Park during

The way Bobba said it (in Yiddish):
TR TID BUPTE 38T TR DN NI B oo e {1
ST U2 PD PR AW NN DY DD JBRE
SROIDR TR TN A T DR D R o (2
I OEE PIOTR DN PEETIRE o s s (3
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the summer months. Bobba sighed, “"For the amount of work
that was invested, there could have beent more success.”

“Sha,” said the Zaide. “Against whom are you com-
plaining?”

She was later to repeat to great-grandchildren the
Zaide’s critique, the Zaide's Mussar—the challenge of
purity in middes (character), the challenge of emuna (faith).

When she gave Mussar, she gave it with a flourish.
From our end, it was called receiving a cheilek, a portion.

A cousin related that, when he was a teenager learning in
Eretz Yisroel, the Alter's Yahrtzeil was commemorated with
fifteen shmuessen (talks) held in various Mussar institutions.
He and a cousin, a grandchild of a different branch of the
family tree, slipped out during the fenth shmuess. Nothing
escaped the Bobba's eyes. The next day she called him in and
gave him a cheilek:

“The Alter's aynikul (grandchildi missing a shmuess?” she
chastised sharply, demanding absolute devotion.

“But Bobba,” he insisted, “the cousin alse left.”

“He's not an aynikul.”

The Legacy

She made us into ayniklach by giving us over the
legacy, by constantly demanding. Whenever questioned
about the Alter, she should share her recollections in
minute detail, but then add: “What's the good of telling
stories if you don't learn from them?"'s

To be an aynikul was to inherit an obligation, a respon-
sibility. It was never to be used as an object of pride.

The Bobba always spoke of growth, of shiteiging; mov-
ing, reaching, growing was the challenge.c. . . Before his
wedding, it was the brocha of shteigen that she bestowed
upon her great-grandson.

But Bobba would explain, “One must grow-—but
when you grow make sure it's upwards, never in
breadth, never crowd someone else’s space.””

Someone explained at Shiva—using a metaphor from
that week's Perek—that in the process of Mesora, all that
one has received is given over, The Bobba was transmit-
ter of the Mesora of the Alier ... the Alter’s in spirit, if
not in form.

A noted Rosh Yeshiva used fo say in his shmuessen that
bitachon (faifh) was difficult fo achieve, Upon hearing this
from him, Bobba said to him, "My father said that bitackon
can be easily acquired.”

Those whe heard the Rosh Yeshiva's later shmuessen
noticed the change: He said bitachon can be easily acquired.

My favorite story, which she told over about her father, the
Alter of Novarodok, was of a night they spent together when
she was a child. Sitting in the dark because there was no
money te buy the necessary kerosene, he comforted fhe family
by saying, “Think how fortunate we ave, how rich. If we had
money we would use if to buy kerosene, but we could never buy
the precious experience of not having, for all the money in the
werld.”

With these words he captured her spirit and fired her
tmagination for a lifetime. Sarah listened and was to give over.

10

She taught me the ins and outs of the Machzor as I sat
next to her Yomim Noraim on the radiator; chairs were
needed for the women in the Ezras Noshim of Bais Yoseif.
She was proud of keeping up with the tzibbur, adroitly
turning pages in the Machzor. She knew which pesukim
were repeated, which piyutim were deleted, when the
shatz preceeds the tzibbur, when the tzibbur preceeds the
shatz.

Shavuos night, a highlight of the year, she first pre-
pared the food at home for those who would return to
find it early in the morning. She took me along, at
twelve or one in the morning to watch di Menner at their
best, learning in the Beis Midrash—totally involved in the
Milchamto shel Torah—the forays of Talmudic battle. She
gazed at them with love and pride and helped me see
them through her eyes.

Yet she was down to earth and practical. I'd often hear
her say, “A normal person is a precious commodity.”s

Rebbetzin Yaffen with her daughter, Rebhetzin Esther Nekritz »mpar, and her late
hushand Rabbi Avrohom Yaffen 7St, in their Jerusalem home.

A Matter of Will

“Nothing can stand in the way of determination,”
she would always say . . . and we would see it in her will
power, her own determination. It was the Bobba who
published my grandfather’s five seforim after his petirn
{passing), insisting: “The man is the book and the book is
the man."10 '

She demonstrated will power even as it applied to life
itself. “I cannot” didn’t exist in her vocabulary.11 She
recognized the failure to do as a failure of will
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You had to see the Bobba cross a busy intersection.
“Wait for the light,” | would shout after her, glued to the
corner, holding my breath.” Bobba forged ahead, sure

of her purpose. “Theyll wait for me,” she would retort.
They always did.

Gilding the Mitzva

She took pride in a well-set table, not to impress, but
toinvite, to say “We cared that you came, we value your
presence.”

She was a lady that always dressed with care and
taste. To Bobba it was more than just the innate femi-
nine desire to look presentable. It was a part of Kiddush
Shem Shomayim of Kaved haTorah.

“I always sought di shenste un di beste—the best shidduchim
for the falmidim of the yeshiva,” she told us with pride,
“so that everyone would recognize their value, the
esteem and honor they deserve.”

My cheilek came in young adulthood. | complained to
the Bobba about the arduous and draining ordeal of
shidduchim.

“You don’t appreciate the singular opportunity of
speaking with a falmid Chacham, one immersed in Torah
study?”1? she demanded. She was telling me to listen
once again. She changed my attitude to dating com-
pletely. The next young talmid chacham who called
encountered a most receptive audience, someone who
listened with rapt attention to the words of a potential
gadol.

She groomed me for the hardships that are part of
public life. “To be a leader,” her father had taught her,
“one must be capable of swallowing nails”"—swallowing,
injustice, insults and jealousies. She would repeat his
words: “A person must be able to get along even with
the Devil or risk the possibility of becoming a devil
himself.”

When Rabbi Yechezkel Sarna, the late Rosh Yeshiva of
Chevron, would visit my grandfather, he would say, “I came
to see Reb Yoizel,” referring fo my Bobba. My grandfather
would smile with pleasure—and Bobba would protest. “The
Mumme” (aunt) was Bobba's title in the Mir Yeshiva
family—she was the Mumme of the Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi
Chaim Shmulewitz, Her sister was Rabbi Chaim Shmule-
witz's mother.

Matzah Without Tears

My grandfather, =t was niftar Erev Pesach 1970. My
brother, who was learning in Eretz Yisroel at the time, told
me that when lighting the candles, Bobba cried, but
then she pulled herself together and with a strength
reminiscent of her father, the Alter of Novarodok, she
bid the grandchildren to proceed with the seder, to sing all
the songs without deletions. She never left the table till
the very end. From upstairs, where other relatives lived,
my brother heard weeping, but downstairs where the
Bobba sat, a seder was celebrated, as every other year.
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After her husband'’s petira, it was her kollel behind her

 house that gave her chiyus. She listened to the sounds of

Torah, tefilla, Tehillim, and Mussar around the clock.

She had helped her father, She had helped her hus-
band. But now she felt that she alone bore the primary
obligation to continue the heritage of Novarodok. She
assumed the responsibility of supporting the Kollel of
Torah and Mussar with all her ingenuity and all her
strength.

Recent photograph of Rebbetzin Yaffen.

“Listen to the sound of Mussar being learned!” she'd
say with pride to visiting guests. She served a kiddush,
she made the cholent, taking pleasure in giving out little
sweets to the children of the Brei Torak in the Kollel.

“She never missed a tefilla, three times a day,” wrotea
grandchild in a letter. “Even in the end, when she could
no longer see and we davened with her, if it chanced
that someone missed a word, she would correct us.”

My father spoke of her as his mother, remembering
how she gave him money for a tailored suit when he
was a chassan, though there was no money to make a
dress for her to wear at the occasion.

In the hospital they called her the Chachoma, the
Pikchit—she charmed the nurses. Yet we were moved by
her emuna peshuta, her simple faith.

A group of seminary girls wha kept the Bobba company
during their free Hime and had become attached to her, came in
to wish Bobba a good year on Erev Rosh Hashana, They
wished her nachas from her children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren,

“Wish me nachas from all Bnei Torah,” she corrected
them.” All Buei Torah are my children.”
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She Taught Us ...

My sister thought that Bobba would surely live to
greet Moshiach, taking us along with her.

“What can we learn from Bobba? “my sister asked the
children gathered round about her in a circle. “What
can’t we learn from Bobba?” said one great-grandchild
in a comeback reminiscent of the Bobba.

Someone seeking to comfort the mourning family
said soothingly, “The Bobba will be a Malitz Yosher for
her children, for Klal Yisroel. She'll beseech, she'll beg to
Hashem Yishorach to grant them what they need.”

“Not the Bobba,” said another grandchild. “She won't
beseech, she won't beg—she’ll demand, as she did on
earth.”

“She didn’t demand returning to yesterday—to lHve in
the past,” sald a great-grandchild. “She lived in the
present, and was interested in every detail of the cur-
rent yeshiva world; growth, problems, successes, rising
stars. The world of today was her world.”

R R

For Bachurim 17 and up look-

ing for a Mokom Torah with

special attention to the individual talmid in a
warm atmosphere conducive to hatzlacha be-
fimud integrated with a Chaburah of Kolel
Yungeleit of high caliber.

* Daily Shiurim on the Mesechie
* Daily Shiurim in Shulchan Aruch
# Shiurim in Hashkofa
* A Night Seder at The Yeshiva.
We are pleased to announce that~ny2 we will have

for the first time dormitory facmrfes for bachurim
from out-of-town for the new zman.

For Appointment and Interview Please Call
(212) 438-0479 or 436-9716

Bostoner Yeshiva Darkei Noam
1535 - 49th St,, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219

" ‘Bas kuf k'bas kof—at 100 years like at 20,"” a grandson
eulogized. “She lived such a meaningful life. 'Bas kof k'bas
zayin—at 20 like a seven year old’—combining a matur-
ing strength of will with the freshness of youth that
always seeks to know. ...”

Indeed, her mind stayed clear up to the end, as is
written about talmidei chachomim: Their mind stays clear,
their thoughts unconfused, their convictions strength-
ened through life’s experiences, even when advancing
in age.

Overflowing with subject matter, charged with emotion, | arrived
late for the Shalosh Seudos Celebration of the Bar Mitzoa.

"The guest speaker has nrrived,” | said with a smile.

“I would never do that to you, Shonnie,” my friend said
reassuringly.

Late that night I felt grateful to my friend because it was the energy
and power of the unspoken words that produced this memoir. 1§

Exciusive Caterers at the Elegant
COTILLION TERRACE
7307 18th Avenue
Brookiyn, N.Y.
Open Chupa—Glatt Kosher
Accommodations Up To 700 Persons
We also cater for all your simchas
Bris, Kiddushes, Sheva Brochas, etc.
at home, synagogue, or the hall of your choice

CALL MR. GREENFIELD 436-2112

TawTwens
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Time For Pérsaﬁal G.rowth

Shira Silvers Frrmk
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Every woman requires some time for herself
to help her discover the spiritual core

R

“From the Diary of Mrs. M...”

{The Seventeenth of Iyar)

“U'm trying to find the time to hear myself think. Instead, a
constant stream of actions seems o play itself out tn front of me. . . .
Looking back, the characters seem almaost stage-like. 1 grasped Fhis
moment fo sfop and think why I perform these steps in a robot-like
ballet, . .. When will the constant present be fused with the eternal
goals we set for ourselves? Will I ever see a connection between the two
almost-completely-diverse worlds?”

Values in Collision

There is a connection between the spiritual and phy-
sical realms, not to be fully understood until Moshiack's
time. Yet everyone strives to see how the two are
interrelated, to recognize the ever-present redeeming
spirituality in the material. This is a particularly difficult
challenge for a woman. She’s more deeply involved in
the material-physical world. Her goal, of course, is to
elevate her sphere of activity in the material world yet
many women do not actualize their potential to do so.
The values of the contemporary secular world, which
emphasize that a woman's place is definitely nof in the
home, may well be a major complicating factor in this
dilemma. But regardless of where the cause may lie, this
dilemma does exist and many women do attempt to
cope with this problem.

Dealing with two sets of value systems—the secular
and non-secular, which are often diametrically opposed
to each other-—can indeed cause tension, especially
when a woman feels torn by the desire to cater to both
worlds. There is no shortage of such conflicts: the desire
to be strikingly fashion-wise or “sensible” . . . the deni-
gration of a woman working in and with her home as
opposed to outside activity. ... Even the “super-baal
habosta” syndrome, though it has its roots in a positive

Mrs. Frank, CSW, a mother of Hhree in Hie Flathush secifon of Brogktyn, is
with Torah Umesoral's Counterforee Program and maintains a private practice in
counseling.
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lewish value, can also cause tension, for “nothing is ever
clean enough.” The crucial concern of the sanctity of
family life becomes overshadowed by anxiety over the
mess that children make. The disorder brings anguish
to the mother, who often directs her resentments
against her childeen. ... When any single value is
unduly stressed, desirable Jewish goals become de-
emphasized as a result. Even the pre-occupation with
the technicalities of child-rearing and housekeeping can
eclipse 2 woman's creativity.

Time For Reflection

One way to deal with these conflicts and the tensions
they produce is to follow a long-standing practice. Just
as a man, by requirement, sets aside regular times for
Torah study and contemplation every day, so should a
woman create an island of time for herself. even on a
busy day. This tranquil period in the midst of daily
turbulence is a “Shabbos” of sorts, which can elevate the
rest of the day, as Shabbos elevates the six week days of
material involvemnent. It offers a woman a chance to
reflect on her life more objectively, and help improve
her sense of a deeper self. When the great Mussar
teachers and Chassidic mentors call for hishorenus, his-
bodedus, or cheshbon hanefesh—various forms of intro-
spection—their words speak to all humankind, women
as well as men.

To carve out time for such purposes on a daily basis
calls for great discipline. But, then again, no masterpiece
was ever created without discipline and diligence—how
much more so when the masterpiece is one’s own
neshama. Moreover, the emotional calm gained from
truly hearing oneself and attaining some objectivity is a
desired end unto itself.

A woman’s exemption from performing time-bound
mitzvos gives her the opportunity to use her time in a
more unlimited, flexible sense. She should nonetheless
structure this time and set up her daily schedule to
comfortably fit in a period for herself and her spiritual
concerns. Without disciplining one’s hours, the days and
years become an endless merry-go-round. Once a year,
with the arrival of Yomim Noraim and the New Year, one
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locks at the completed year in retrospect, and one
month seems to melt into the other, only distinguished
by Yomim Tovim and children’s illnesses.

Enhancing Everyday Activities:
Personal Spirituality ...

This “time for myself” can be used in various ways,
not the least of them fefilla (prayer) and Torah study.
The significance of woman's davening and learning is not
to be underestimated. At the outset, these activities
may be difficult and unrewarding, but if one views
involvement in spiritual endeavors as being compared
to exercising a muscle, one’s attitude can change. Once
it becomes a regular experience, daily immersion in
thought and prayer will become much easier. And when
one eventually finds sufficient time to daven with depth,
the experience will be realized much more easily, espe-
cially after having made recitation of the Shemoneh Esrei*a
daily practice.

Studying the Torah also has very strong ramifica-
tions in one’s daily life. As Ben Bag-Bag said: “Learn it
and learn it (the Torah), for everything is in it; look
deeply into it . . . for there is nothing more edifying for
you than it” (Aves 5, 25). Women are required to fulfilt
the mifzvos of loving G-d and fearing Him and studying
those aspects of Torah that promote feelings of love and
awe are surely in order. The Chofetz Chaim said that a
woman is permitted to study those areas of Torah that
inspire her to greater love of G-d, and she is to be
commended for such learning.

Women's groups all convene the weeks before Pesach
to review the festival’s countless laws. But there are
other mitzvos. How much more meaningful are the mitz-
voc ~€ Shabbos and kashrus with a more in-depth knowl-
edpe of their laws. Studing the halachos not only guides a
woman in faithful performance of halachic obligations,
it also highlights the importance of significant details
that might otherwise seem trivial. Only through study
can one appreciate how meaningful every factor in
mitzva observance truly is. This involvement in Torah
cannot help but bring benefit to the entire family, since
Torah is the essence of goodness.

Creating Goals

One may complain that this idea sounds desirable in
theory, but is difficult to carry out practically. This need
not be 50, since the scheduling and selection of a mode of
study is really up to every individual. Besides the
obvious shiur at night, one mother at home can team up

*This is keeping with the Rambams view that women should say at
least one Shemoneh Esrei daily.
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with another mother in a similar circumstance to study
together on the telephone or in person when the chil-
dren are in school, when the baby usually naps, or when
the respective fathers are able to take over at night. . ..
Or a woman can make time when she knows that she
cannot do housework, and would otherwise read the
paper or a novel for a short break. The frequency of
such sessions would of course depend on each person’s
particular schedule,

Learning that is geared toward a goal usually brings
the most satisfaction. Starting a sefer with hopes of finish-
ing it, is usually a formula for frustration. It is much
more realistic to concenirate on selected chapters of a
sefer that you both find of interest, on certain commen-
taries on the Chumash, or the appropriate Megillah with
Rashi before a Yom Tov, making sure to allow ample time
to finish in a certain time period. Limited goals usually
bring the best results because they are achievable, and
with each completion comes an exhilarating sense of
satisfaction and a better sense of self, adding positive
reinforcement to future learning efforts.

Working With Creativity

So many women possess gifts of creative ex-
pression—be they musical, artistic, literary, or in other
realms. But once they marry and involve themselves
completely with their families, they seem to neglect
developing these talents. A woman need not exclude
this vital aspect of herself, but should rather channel it
in a disciplined manner along the lines described pre-
viously in regard to other positive endeavors. Besides
providing a sense of catharsis and offering a format for
venting the frustrations of the day, being able to create
is a special feature of 2 woman’'s makeup, and she can
derive spiritual strength from creative activity. These
talents can be used to bring joy to the entire family and
invigorate an otherwise mundane day for children as
well. Even though creativity tends to follow some inter-
nal stimulus, time structure and specific reachable goals
can make the activity more meaningful.

“Chessed”-—Even Without Organizations

Life’s more conventional areas should also be explored
for enhancement. When one mentions chessed, for in-
stance, one usually thinks of intricate organizations
with time-consuming activities, often involving work
outside of the home. so one often abstains from them,
no matter how worthy or important they may be.
Whether or not this reaction is justified, there are some
immediate forms of chessed that we all engage in that are
so close that we tend to ignore them completely. One
need not live in a Third World country to find opportun-
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ities to help others. Every individual has areas that need
chizuk—encouragement, help, or comfort. Servicing
them begins with looking at the other person and think-
ing: “What can I do to help him/her?” Thought soon
finds oral expression, and when one’s speech reflects
such concerns, replacing mere small talk spoken to fill
empty gaps of time, that is truly an achievement . ..
How many hours a day do we find ourselves speaking
“eloquent soliloquies” whose basic purpose is meaning-
less?

How does one begin? Won't the intrusion be res-
ented? A person with sensitivity does not have to wait
to be asked. Not only is this emotional reach-out a
vehicle for kiruv rechokim—extending oneself to help fel-
low Jews alienated from Yiddiskkeit—it can be a vital help
to those closest to us. As a matter of halachic precedent,
the needy of your family take top priority, while the
poor of your city take precedence over those of other
communities. This giving of ourselves to others is
important enough for every one of us to spare some
time and talent to pursue. In addition, on a personal
fevel of growth, cultivation of this intimate type of
chessed elevates daily physical endeavors, and gives more
purpose to our temporal lives. (This is the mrrurns
power of giving, that Rabbi Dessler so often stressed.)

The Real Agenda

Growth, self-actualization, fulfillment of potential,
development of innate talents—these are within the
reach of every woman. These pursuits can enhance a
woman in her role as akeres habayis—the mainstay of the
home, in a truly Jewish sense. When a woman—any
person, for that matter—feels better about herself emo-
tionally and spiritually, her attitude toward life becomes
completely transformed. The employment world offers
workers a coffee break. We too need the respite during
our daily chores to be more productive in the work
schedule that follows. How many women, after aday of
being super bual-habosts or Fashion plate, and after having
thought and spoken for hours of things that were truly
of no consequence {sometimes lashon hora besides), feel a
deep emptiness within them? They then look at their
children as being a mere appendage to the house; or
they lie down to read a novel or watch television,
because their minds had been too empty all day to really
sense their ultimate purpose or worth, and feel no need
to crown the day with some elevating activity. Why
does the beauty of her role with her family escape her?
Are perhaps the fleeting moments of this true satisfac-
tion so evasive because of her unending ride on a merry-
go-around of hevel (hollow pursuits}? If someone feels
that she did all the “right things” but still finds that
something is lacking, that lack is a sense of purpose. The
material needs were fed, but not the neshama. Even chil-
dren are not appreciated and enjoyed, for being in the
way of “what we have to do.”
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The Keys

The keys to a meaningful existence, then, are goal-
setting and structure. On the most practical level, being
organized helps give purpose to daily activity. By being a
“program planner,” you can derive a great sense of
satisfaction when schedules are met: Moments of your
life are not merely passing unimportant time slots, but
are parts of an organized whole, when you take charge.
The special moments reserved for “positive outlets”
inspire an awareness of fleeting moments of time. With
this, a woman can re-awaken herself to periodically
examine her individual life and see where improve-
ments can be made. This not only promotes an advance
in a spiritual sense, but constitutes a leap forward for
the emotional self. Fach person needs to search herself
and see where she can best utilize a “positive outlet.”
This search will result in an elevation of each of usinour
individual lives. 0
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CENTER FOR TEACHER TRAINING

85 Parkville Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230

TODAY, AS NEVER BEFORE IN OUR HISTORY — KI.AL YISROEL IS SEARCHING FOR LEADERSHIP!

Join the ranks of Kollel Talmidei Chachomim, whe, inspired by the ideals of Harbotzas Torah, are
gaining the professional expertise in teaching skills to meet the challenges of our time — in the classroom
and in the community.

While continuing to learn in your Kollel by day, the Mercaz offers you nightly courses and lectures
by cutstanding mechanchim and Roshei Yeshiva.

Fellowships are available to qualified candidates.

Rabbi Raphael B. Butler Rabbi Joel Kramer
Founding Director Educational Director
FACULTY
Rabbi Samuel Fink.—Public Speaking Rabbi Joel Kramer—Teaching Methodology
Rabbi Hersh Goldwurm—Jewish History Mr. Avi Shulman—Time Management
Rabbi Emanuel Gottlieb-—Hebrew Language Rabbi Gershon Weiss—Chumash and Nawi
Rabbi Ovadia Melamed—Hebrew Language Rabbi Berel Wein--Public Speaking
GUEST LECTURERS

Rav Shmuel Berenbaum, peoy Rav Avraham Pam, 8w
Rav Henoch Leibowitz, ®m 9w Rav Simcha Wasserman, R0

Rav Motel Weinberg, wow

Lectures are given by specialists on a wide range of educational topics.
For further information call: {(212) 375-0844 — (our-of-town: call collect)

NEW! 8 0z. HAOLAM Shredded Mozzarella
perfect for home-made pizza!

Notjustacheese, _.
atradition... \zss =

Haolam, the most trusted name m Choloy Yisroel Kusher Cheese.

A reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion o qualicy
and kashruth. Wirh 12 delicious varieties. Under the strict Rabbinical
supervision of K'hal Adas leshorun, NUY.
Havlam, a tradinon you'li enjoy keeping.

Cholov ‘.Yisroel

THURM BROQs . WORLDCHEESE AL NG NEW YORK N Y
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Housewife . .. Mother . .. Secretary . .. Administra-
tor ... Storekeeper ... Saleslady ... Think for a
moment. When was the last time you opened a sefer? Was
it yesterday? Last week? Or was it perhaps years ago—
when you last studied for your final exams?

Unfortunately, many girls view their Bais Yaakov
diplomas as a formal farewell to serious Torah study.
After all, they assume, women have no obligation to
learn Torah, and therefore are exempt from this, our
greatest mitzva.

Torah is the life force of Judaism that forms us into a
unique and holy people, and is meant to be studied by
women, too. Every word, every letter is filled with
kedusha and has a profound influence on the neshama of
anyone who engages in its study. Wormen are not with-
out this need.

A Share in the Merit

In fact, the Gemora in Brachos asks, “What merit do
women possess [to be revived at techiyas hameisim—when
the dead will be resurrected]?” The Gemora replies:
“They permit their husbands to study Torah and await
their homecoming, and they accompany their children
to cheder.”

Mrs. Blau, @ AMonsey housewife, is indebted io her husband, Rabbi Nosson
Binyomin Blau, for the sources on which this article is based.
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Fraida Blau
Woman'’s Place in Torah Study
Every word, every letter of Torah is filled with sanctity and has a

profound influence on the soul of anyone who engages in its study.
Women are not without this need.

Asks the Tashbaiz, “Why not credit them with the
merit for the many mitzvos that are unique to them?”"—
and then explains: “While it is true that women do
perform many mifzves, the Torah is so vital for eternal
life that we must find a mitzva-activity directly con-
nected to Torah-study as a prime source of merit for
them.”

In the time of the Gemora, women apparently gained
sufficient knowledge and inspiration from their envir-
onment and non-structured activity to lead a Torah life
without resorting to formal study, but they still required
Torah study as a vital source of merit, and for this they
relied on their indirect involvement. Today, such alevel
of involvement may not be sufficient.

This is not as radical as it may sound, for in truth,
women have been actively involved in some form of
Torah study for millennia. They were included in the
mitzva of Hakheil, when every seven years, men, women,
and children gathered in Jerusalem to hear the king read
Mishna Torah (Sefer Devarim). The men came to learn, we
are told, while the women were expected to listen—a
term that implies comprehension, not just hearing. The
impact of the knowledge and inspiration of that gather-
ing was strong enough to last seven years.

The Sefer Chassidim points out that some women made
Torah study a more frequent experience. When the
Shunamite woman told her husband that she was going
to see the Prophet Elisha, he questioned her: “Is today
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then Rosh Chodesh or Shabbos that you are going to hear a
Torah lecture?” Apparently, it was her practice to
attend Torah lectures regularly.

There are other indications throughout Jewish litera-
ture of women’s involvement in study, such as the
reference to the cannisters that served as “traffic divid-
ers,” to prevent the mingling of men and women—
during Torah lectures, according to some commentar-
ies. Obviously, the women of Talmudic times attended
Torah classes in sufficient number and frequently
enough to warrant such safeguards. (Kiddushin 81)

Beyond the Exemption

There is plenty of evidence in historical sources that
Jewish women were always literate, for they were
tutored by their mothers, aunts, or grandmothers. Only
formal classroom education did not exist in earlier
millennia.

Today, too, Torah study should be part of a woman’s
routine. Every morning, both men and women are
required to recite the bracha “la‘asok B'divrei Torah—to be
occupied with the words of Torah.” Not focused on
merely listening to Torah, the bracha emphasizes being
actively engaged in Torah study. True, the Siddur pro-
vides everyone, man and woman, with minimum Torah
passages to follow the bracha, but there is certainly more
for every person to study as is required for most men,
and as is recommended for most women.

This may seem to be in direct contradiction to the
classic drash on the pasuk, “You should teach your sons (Deva-
rim 6:7)—but not your daughters.” This limitation,
however, refers to the Oral Law, which women are not
obligated to study in the same manner as men are. But
women are obligated to study those matters that per-
tain to them, says the Bais Yosef. In fact, Sefer Chassidim
maintains that a father is required to teach his daughter
halacha, and rather than limit himself to those areas that
pertain exclusively to women, he should guide her to
mastery of all halaches that apply to her. As verification,
the author cites the description of the high level of
Torah scholarship during the time of Chizkiyahu: Every-
body, including women and children, knew the laws of
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Taharos (ritual cleanliness) and of Korbanos (Temple sacri-
fices), which are of universal application. This level is

often cited as the ideal every Jewish society should strive
to achieve.

“The More Things Change ..."

The categories of what women should study have not
changed over the years, but as the Chofetz Chaim
explained [see box], the amounts have. This should not
be taken to mean that the halacha has changed. Rather,
women always have been obligated to acquire both
sufficient knowledge and enough inspiration to dedicate
themselves to live in accordance with Torah. Many
years ago, they could rely on our strong, viable tradition
for their needs, and there was no necessity to teach
women Torah in today’s broader and more formal for-
mat. They never studied the Oral Law, and only
approached the Written Law when it was deemed
essential for them. (See Rambam in Hilchos Yesodei
HaTorah).

In his day, the Chofetz Chaim recognized that
women had need to increase their Torah study—in
halacha for practical guidance and in Scripture and Mus-
sar tor inspiration. Today, when we are constantly
being bombarded by influences that do violence to
Torah values, women certainly should make a greater
effort to study Torah than ever before, but in the same
prescribed areas, The goals, and the areas to be studied
to reach these goals, do not vary. Only what and how
much should be covered does.

The Chofetz Chaim was not alone in his contention
that the strongest weapon to combat alien influences is
limud HaTorah. Six hundred years earlier, the Rambam
stated: “Lewd and illicit thoughts only enter a heart that
is void of Torah.” There are no vacuums in life. Space
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will be filled, and if it is not filled with Torah, it will be
taken by thoughts that are contrary to Torah. Thxs is a
concern that should touch everyone.

“A Little Knowledge ..

Just one word of warning: In the last paragraph of
Shmoneh Esrei, we pray to Hashem: “My soul should be as
dust to all, open my heart to your Torah.” According to
one interpretation of this passage, only if we see our-
selves as dust, as nothing, can we become proper uten-
sifs for Torah. Humility is a basic prerequisite for the
successful acquisition of Torah. Unfortunately, some
women who have learned “some” Torah become arro-
gant, and their Torah knowledge serves to corrupt their
character. Such women are definitely misusing their
knowledge, for the purpose of Torah learning is to

improve character, to make a person more humble and
sincere.

Priorities

The approaches may undergo change from genera-
tion to generation, but they still lead to the same goals.
A Torah-study frame of reference can bring fresh
meaning to a woman’s seemingly endless mundane
chores, and certainly can give her the spiritual uplift she
so desperately needs for her most sacred task—the chi-
nuch of her children. Indeed, the fruits of Torah study
may well provide her with the necessary element to help
transform her home atmosphere into one of kedusha and
Yiras Shomayim—sanctity and fear of G-d.

So it is time for all good women to grab arag, wipe off
that thick layer of dust from their old seforim and renew
their Torah study. Not only will they be enriched per-
sonally from this great experience, they will also enrich
the lives of all those dearest to them, T
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Best Wishes to all our
friends and relatives
for a Happy, Healthy and

Prosperous New Year

My, and Mnrs.

Alan Jay Rosenberg
Kew Gardens, N.Y.
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Sori Tropper

Some Unorthodox Reflections
on Feminism and Torah

Simply Refutable

Mrs. Blu Greenberg calls herself an unorthodox Or-
thodox Jew. To the modern mind that sounds like a
heady breath of fresh air—a traditional Jew who is
unafraid to search, explore, and castigate when she
deems it necessary. And Mrs. Greenberg has deemed it
necessary. Despite great distress—almost, it would
seem from her book, heartbreak-—she has decided that
she can no longer live with a tradition that is insensitive
to women at best and completely sexist at its worst.

The book is nolonger new. Its impact has had time to
settle and perhaps that is where it should be viewed
from. It had made a tremendous impression on many
thinking and believing Jews-—and therefore it cannot be
ignored by what is commonly called right-wing jewry.
The impression that it has made on so many Jews is the
aspect of the book that I find most frightening. The
appeal it has had on so many heretofore closet feminists
is rampant and alarming. Why? Not because of her
petty arguments on halachic detail, which she dispenses
with casually and cavalierly. That has happened in
Orthodoxy—mostly modern Orthodoxy—before, and
can usually be refuted by a simple perusal of Shulchan
Aruch. An individual who decides to dispose of a mitzva
knows that what he is doing has no halachicbacking and
will not stand up to any sustained argument.

Mrs. Tropper, a mother of six, lives in Lhe Flatbush section of Brookiyn. This is
her first appearance in these pages.
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—a portrait in Blu

What Blu Greenberg is attempting is something quite
different. She is not satisified with the Modern Or-
thodox argument that we must make a rigid Orthodoxy
more compatible with life’s realities. We know that
women have been gaining equality at breathtaking
speed during the last decade and she is not simply
attempting to curtail some of the restrictions placed
upon women by halacha. Rather what she is attempting
to do is to insert a new philosophy, and breathe a new
life into, halachic and Sinaitic views of women. She does
not like the way halacha treats women—it is wrong and
unjust, she claims—and relegates them to second-class
status throughout their lives.

Without touching upon the validity of her argu-
ments, she cannot even consider herself an “unor-
thodox Orthodox Jew.” Halachic authority is Divine—
despite her assertation to the contrary—else we stand
on a foundation of sand. Her assertion that it is merely
because a group of male-oriented rabbis decreed
women’s status to be inferior that it is so—smacks of
heresy. Her implication that cowardice is behind the
lack of Rabbinic will to flex their halachic muscle to

ameliorate women's role denies the Torah view of
women.

Woman in the Torah View
The Torah has very definite views of women. Some

of them are honestly confining and anachronistic to the
modern mind. To put it bluntly and without the finesse
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of those trying to soften this seemingly untractable
position—A woman is a bearer of children and sustainer
of her family. A role that leaves her without an “1"—an
unattached me that can find an identity separate from
spouse and child. And yet in a seeming contradiction,
G-d also created woman with a mind as fine as man’s—
with the same ability to search for truth, and with the
same insatiable curiosity about the worlds--both inner
and outer, A duller mind might be more suijtable to
raising children and cleaning homes, especially if we
come to view women's role as Mrs, Greenberg does,
Without the outlet of public Torah reading—and in
general, of a public display of religiosity—a woman is
not a man’s equal,

To her credit, Mrs. Greenberg does not scoff at the
incredible grandeur that is involved in raising a family.
And here is where I think she makes another crucial
mistake. First-generation feminists have noted that a
subtle tyranny is involved in raising a family. They claim
that men have perfected a system whereby women will
not only do all the work, but also be reasonably content
doing it. It has taken the women’s movement to recog-
nize and isolate this tyranny and, with a great deal of
hardship, to reject it. Mrs. Greenberg is more in line
with second- or third-generation feminists who recog-
nize the joys of a family, but know that there is much
more to life.

Of Morals and Statistics

The problems with this are both moral and statistical.
1 once remember asking a teacher why, if a woman
possessed a mind on par with a man, could she not
become as absorbed in Torah as the greatest talmid cha-
cham? She answered that theoretically she could—but
Torahis a jealous possessor-—and to be really great, one
had to be totally absorbed; that it had to be one’s pri-

22

Y TR —

mary essence—not an avocation, but a totally engross-
ing enterprise. | think that HaShem created an equally ab-
sorbing task for women. Not something that they can
pick up and leave off at will, but rather something that
absorbs them totally. To imagine that the future of Kial
Yisroel is any less important is to belittle our whole
nation-—past, present, and future. We can learn, we can
dream—and if for some reason the fancy strikes us, we
can work in an office—but we cannot imagine that what
the Torah means as the “1” of our existence is anything
less than keeper and sustainer of Klal Yisroel.

The second problem with a woman who must find
her identities elsewhere is simpler. We are dependent on
a small population to keep us alive. Whether it hurts or
not, a woman who is a lawyer or a doctor or a “rabbi”
will not have enough children to sustain us. Since most
people do not conduct their lives on broad sociological
demographics, this argument is probably meaningless
o the individual. But to Mrs. Greenberg, who is con-
cerned with the continuation of a Jewish nation, this
should at least give pause. Perhaps the Torah meant for
women to be somewhat suppressed, in the knowledge
that that is the only way that Klal Yisroel is going to be
sustained.

An Ultimate Solution For Every Problem?

[ am deliberately leaving little room for Mrs. Green-
berg’s halachic meanderings. Anyway, others have al-
ready demonstrated how outrageously faulty they are,
both in methodology and proposed conclusions. The
one that I must comment on, one I found most objec-
tionable, was her essay on abortion. She writes, “I tense
at the thought of getting caught up in the controversy
over abortion. Emotionally, theologically, as a Jew, and
most of ali as a mother who is nurtured daily by the
sights and sounds of children, l am opposed to abertion.
And yet ...”, she continues that there are pressing
needs. From rape of a married woman, she guickly
proceeds to the need to support oneself through
school—and the need to stabilize a marriage. Are we still
talking here about an unorthodox Orthodex Jew? Halacha
has never made light of the plight of a poor family or of
an unstable marriage, and we are liable to aid and assist
as much as possible, but does that mean we must con-
done the destruction of a life? Does every problem
demand the ultimate solution, or are there times that
we must say—till here—we will broach no further on
the mysteries that we don’t understand. Are we such
fools that we must tread where angels fear to go? The
world had condoned abortion—are we merely twenty
years behind-~unable or unwilling to hold on to time-
less law for a modern expediency? Or are we sure that
all this is not merely a law of fallible humans—but of
Divine Will that has been with us for thousands of years
and will keep us going forever? k3
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How can Jewish women recapture the sense of community, the environment of the
shtetl of old, in today’s paradoxical society of extreme exposure and heightened sense of
privacy? NAMA FRENKEL, a seminary graduate in search of a solution, comes up

with a surprising suggestion.

Music—By and For a Jewish Woman

Asking Questions When I Know The Answers

Recently, in a Shabbos table discussion with Rabbi
Mordecai Twerski of Denver, I remarked somewhat
self-righteously that when I hear stories, albeit beauti-
ful ones, about Chassidim visiting their Rebbe for Yom
Tov, I can’t help thinking about their wives who stayed
home. “And what kind of Yom Top did they have?” I
demanded.

He reminded me of a fact that | already knew. I ask
this question often, always receiving the same answer:
“Nama, don’t judge their time by imposing our social
limitations. Their mothers and aunts and grandmothers
lived upstairs, next door and downstairs. A Yom Tovina
shtet! offered dimensions and a variety of experience we
can barely imagine. They might find our life unbearable
living as we do isolated in our little families, far from
everyone, worried about privacy.”

Of course, he was right. So why do | keep asking this
question? I'd say that I find myself worrying about the
isolation of other women because I feel isolated in what |
do as a woman. In spite of the hours spent on the
telephone, the meetings, the fzedakka work, taking the
kids places together, and even the unique intimacy gen-
erated in a bungalow colony, I still cannot feel that I
share in the lives of other women. I'm not really talking
about loneliness. l have friends, thank G-d. What I miss,
ironically, is the sense of family-community my shiet!
sister had when her husband went away for Yom Tov. |
feel as though my avoda—service to G-d—as a Jew
depends on finding it.

My Rebbe, Rabbi B.C. Shloime Twerski %1 often said,
“Geniuses are created before the age of six.” He usually
went on to explain that the important qualities a person
possesses—curiosity, determination, trust and Yirs
Shomayim (fear of G-d}—are learned at home. He refused
to be defensive about the so-called “woman’s role” in
creating a home, saying that maybe we've never really
tried to figure out what the Torah thinks, but simply
imposed our private agendas. One thing he was sure of,
though, was that most women possesses a special capac-
ity for creating and changing the “emotional environ-

Nama Frenkel is an independent filmmaker whese film [EWISH MOTHERS
was an ablempt to show the nor-verbal and environmental qualities of Jewish homes.
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ment” that they existin. It was this “feel” for the sublim-
inal that gives them an edge in creating a home where it
“feels” Jewish. It was the talent for bringing the ideas of
Torah into every nuance of everyday life, and into the
inner workings of the personality that was referred to
in the fundamental phrase, “Kol kavody bas melech pnima—
The princess’s glory is within.”

Practically speaking, a greater use of our human
potential ought to be possible when we learn with the
joy and curiosity fostered in a balanced emotional envir-
onment. Our academic learning of Torah could be
backed up with an ability to concentrate our total selves,
Qur resistance to subliminal influences from billboards
and stores—even people~-ought to be higher. We
ought to be able to encounter both success and failure
with a greater sense that we're not alone. All because
we have a “Jewish Home.”

“Feeling Inadequate and a Little Frightened . . .”

I'm supposed to be responsible for all that! Frankly I
feel inadequate and a little frightened because, from the
day lleft seminary where we talked about these things,
I've had very little chance to “brush up” on just how that
environment is created. I may have innate ability as a
waorman, but [ need colleagues to go bevond seforim, as
valuable as they are, and into the laboratory of human
example, where | can learn with all my senses for a job
that requires all my senses.

I'm looking for a way to draw on the experiences of
others. Many of the questions I would ask other
women, if we could really talk, are matters Icould learn
better subliminally. How do other mothers discipline their chil-
dren, how do they teach them? More importantly, how do they settle
arguments with their hushands, how do they face tragedies, what do
they daven for and when do they find the time? Some of us are
lucky enough to have mothers who are in themselves
the answers to those questions. | hope they can be the
same for their daughters,

I didn't learn those answers from my mother, Idont
know whether she knew them, but I would like to teach
them to my daughters. My real question, it seems,
ought to be: What can we do fo build Jewish womanhood, so we
can produce more geniuses, more excited, creative children filled with
the wonder of the Ribbono-shel-olam’s world?
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Rebbitzen Sara Freifeld, i1y, like many great teachers
of women, knew that learning for women had to
include practical advice about how to develop that
“inner guidance system.” In the content of her curricu-
lum, she emphasized Tehillim and tefilla—psalms and
prayer—an education we could put to use every day. In
her teaching style, she constantly emphasized the real-
life component, pausing often with observations about
child raising, husband raising, ete. She expected us to
participate in our community; doing a chessed was
unguestionably part of our assignment as her students.
In her presence, I felt a sense of sisterhood with all
Jewish women, a current of connection that extended to
Har Sinai and before. With her inspiration, it all seemed
possible. But she’s not here now and 1 often wonder
about ways to really communicate that feeling. After all,
it’s not words alone that say it.
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“I Sat Down and Cried .. .”

I had a hint when I heard a record called “Ashira,
Songs By and For a Jewish Woman.” Jewish records
have a very special place in creating our environment.
For many women looking for a concrete way that our
toddlers can imbibe Torah even before they make their
first brachos, records like The Mitzvak Tree.- 613 Torah
Avenue, or the albums from groups playing what I call for
lack of a better term “chassana music,” offer a real tool.
If you cannot quite manage to entertain your children as
much as you would want, you feel a little better know-
ing they are clapping and dancing, or just humming as
they bang the pots or build with blocks. Lapproach every
new Jewish album with excitement. It's a new com-
panion—a little energizer—whenlhave towash a huge
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stack of Shabbos dishes or clean the floor. It reminds not
just my kids, but me, that all this means something;
keeping a Jewish home clean has a purpose far beyond’
“keeping up with the Rosens.”

1 have to admit I sat down and cried when | heard
Ashira, I've been told my reaction was not uncommon. It
was relief 1 felt. Someone is speaking about my life, my
questions, my joys. Things only a woman would think
of, And always tied to Torah. [ listened to it day and
night and bought copies for all my friends, who felt
exactly as I did.

The songs deal with things only women would
wonder about! Like how did the Jews manage to get
packed to leave Egypt on such short notice, and how did
Miriam manage to remember her tambourine?

How did she know that on this journey
There would be cause to sing?

Take the baby Sara
and wrap him up real Hght
Leah get the baskets
we're leaving here fonight
Avi bring my tambourine
And take your father’s hand
We are going from this land
far across the desert sand.
English lyrics and music: € 1983, Ashira

I personally have two favorites, “Two People,” a song
about marriage, and “Letters and Spaces,” which talks
about the fact that G-d's presence is hidden within His
Torah. Both rely heavily on very haunting lyrics and
marvelous music to communicate what I, with my des-
cription, cannot. Many of her pieces will have a surpris-
ingly universal appeal among Jewish women of all back-
grounds. Others that are directed to the searching
woman from Western society are in a contemporary
idiom, and might prove jarring to some ears. I find them
all of a refreshing immediacy.

A Tenuous Breakthrough

The record represents a breakthrough for Jewish
women because it is by and for the principles that rule
our lives. It is recorded under a pen name, so that if a
man would hear it, he would not know who he was
hearing and thus further reduce the kol isha factor. “Kol
isha"—the prohibition for 2 man to listen to a woman
singing—does not apply to a recorded voice, according
to many authorities. While Ashira is acting under hala-
chic guidance, some may find this recording an impru-
dent breakthrough in making a woman'’s singing avail-
able on a mass-marketed basis. I suppose that just as
some irreligious Jews will ignore the caveat “Do not play
on the Sabbath and Festivals” that appears on many
records of “religious music,” others will ignore Ashira’s
intention of making this record exclusively “By and For
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Jewish Women.” My comments are on my personal
reaction to discovering this record.

The concerts that Ashira gives are even more excit-
ing. First, consider what doesn’t happen. No men are
allowed. Not the janitor, not even the Prime Minister,
“Don’t you know what you're giving up? Do you know
how many groups would be honored to be asked to play at
the President’s reception?” she has been asked. ...

Ashira is a Jewish woman first, a performer second.

Attention DA F YOM ’ Participants
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“Meseches Beitzah”’. Now
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Where All Women Are Sisters, Mothers, Aunts . .

She’s not the only one. Women have gotten together
to play and sing in huge women-only concerts several
times in New York and in Jerusalem, in the past few
years.

To me her concerts are special. | hear that ladies with
sheitels sit next to girls in blue jeans, in Moshe’s Cafe in
Jerusalem, on Monday nights, women’s night. Moshe
doesn’t come.

The girl in blue jeans may have never been in any
group that’s exclusively women. She’s never met a lady
with a sheitel, She’s on vacation in Jerusalem, from Kan-
sas or California, maybe even Brooklyn. Some vague
inkling brought her.

The lady with the sheitel, on the other hand, very
seldom gets a chance to go somewhere for entertain-
ment that she really feels is Kosher. She hates to take
her husband away from learning, but what can she do
that’s relaxing that isn't for couples? When she talks to
the girl in blue jeans during the break, she’s surprised to
find she has wisdom to share; and that for once this
college girl who intended to have no children at all, is
willing to listen.

At a women's concert, all Jewish women are sisters
and aunts and nieces, grandmothers and granddaugh-
ters to one another, brought together in a setting that
really opens the way for talking about the things we
somehow never get a chance to discuss.

1 am not suggesting Ashira or any singer or musician
will replace asking advice from a Rebbetzin, G-d forbid,
or saying Tehillim or learning. Ashira herself seeks out
all these things, as should every Jewish woman. She also
manages to put the feeling and struggle of doing those
and other mitzoos into a form that reaches us beyond the
limits of our intellect. She touches us on the level we
have to operate on as women, if we want to give our full
power to the words of Torah we have learned. She calls
us to take our goals seriously and gives us tools to do so.

If we think about the fact that G-d reveals Himself
through history, we can find some significance here.
After the destruction of European Jewry, it is not
enough to rebuild yeshivos, school, and mikvaos—as vital
as those things are. We need to build the sense of
community, the sense of family. This is up to women. If
a spirit or a movement sweeps the world that says
“women should take responsibility for their lives,” let us
consider the revelation thatis in it, not the many distor-
tions. Within our community, we can show the world
that Jewish women understand what it means to take
real responsibility for the world and its future. Maybe by
creating our own music, and getting together to share
our lives as sisters while we listen to it, we'll be able to
hear and use the messages our mothers have passed
down since Sara, and our husbands will be able to fulfill
“Shma b'kolah—harken to her voice” (See Bereishis 21:12).
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Rabbi Moshe Kolodny

Preserving the Legacy

The Precious Legacy is the title of an emotion-
evoking, spectacular exhibit that brings to the American
audience the Jews’ experience in one of their many
stations in the exile, the Jewish community of Prague.
The treasures, which are from the State Museum of
Prague, are representative of the over 120,000 objects
housed in the Czechoslovakian State Repository, and
were selected and organized by the Smithsonian Insti-
tute in cooperation with several Czech State agencies,
under the sponsorship of Philip Morris Inc. The exhibit,

Rabbi Kolodny, @« musmach of Mesivta Chaim Berlin, is chief archivist of
the Ovthodox Jewish Archives, maintained by Agudath lsrael of America,
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Frugud, RIS
Gt 4

which is touring a number of major American cities—
recently in the Jewish Museum in New York—provides
a fascinating experience worthy of comment.

Growth of the Museum

Museums are generally established to preserve ob-
jects representative of what was once and is no more.
You cannot find the latest model Olds or Boeing 727 in
the Smithsoniar. Nor does the New York Historical
Society display floor plans of contemporary Hebrew
Day Schools or matza bakeries. This gives us valuable

insights into the Prague Museum and what it rep-
resents.
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In 1906, the jews of Prague established a museum to
enshrine their Jewish culture, It was a sure omen that
the cultural life of Prague Jewry was much different
from what it previously had been. As Rabbi Meir Sha-
piro wrote in an essay, “A Tale of Two Cities—Prague
and Pressburg,” in 1924:“Prague has a musuem. In fact,
all of Prague is like a museum. No minyan functions
there mid-week. By contrast, in Pressburg, where the
influence of the Chasam Sofer is still felt, Jewish culture
is alive and vibrant. A museum is not built for that
which is present and relevant.”
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Logramsoly :
i Oniy Aguda!h Israel of America has been pub
-Jishing The Jew:xh Observer, Dos Y:dd:she Vort and
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' 'lud whb are far lrom Toralr".
Only Agudath Israel of Amerlca speaks lor you
- with:dignity anid force in the haiis of leglslature and.
~ before government agenciés
‘Shouldn't Agudath Israel’ of-Amer:ca'commue
to-do this for you=atter you no longer. can? i
Quir legal advisors can guide you regarding cor-
rect forms . and procedures;  tax: advanzages, and
uities (guaranteed income- contracts) :
. Wnte us Eoday‘ :

- Agudath’ Israel oi‘ Amenca g
: 5_Beekman St._ New York Cxty, 00!
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The further growth of this museum developed with
the same idea in mind, but in a very bizzare and tragic
way: When the Nazis occupied Czechoslovakia from
1942 through 1945, they deported the entire Jewish
population of the “Protectorate of Bohemia and Mora-
via” to concentration camps. A decree was issued that
truly reflected German mentality. All Jewish posses-
sions of artistic and historical value were to be confis-
cated and shipped to Prague. There amuseum was tobe
created—a museum to an extinct race. A small staff of
Jewish curators was to be spared to sort and catalog
those historic times, The Nazis intended it to be a pro-
paganda institute that would justify to the world the
Final Solution.

Sl Morte:
IRA6 T, FEL),
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By Divine Providence, Prague was spared from des-
truction, as was the collection of Judaica. By the war’s
end, the collection filled eight Jewish historic sites and
more than fifty warehouses scattered throughout
Prague. Of all the captive Jews working on this project,
only one curator survived to tell the story.

After the war all these treasures came under the
auspices of the State Jewish Museum of Prague. The
museum houses over 140,000 treasures, spanning cen-
turies of Jewish creativity, and they exhibit the love and
high esteem in which the Jewish faith was held by the
Jews of Bohermiaand Moravia. In fact, the whole Jewish quarter
of Prague is as it was 200 years ago. The synagogues are
preserved as museums, including the Shul of the Noda
BeYehuda (Rabbi Yecheskel Halevi Landau, the greatest
rabbinic authority of his generation} and the Sanctuary
of Rabbi Yehuda Leib Lowe, the Maharal—whose grave-
site is listed on the itinerary of all tourist guides.

According to a recent visitor, in one synagogue, a Sefer
Torah was displayed under glass. The caption read:
“Torah, Jews used to read from these scrolls.” The view
of the present guardians of our Precious Legacy, then, is
that all of Judaism is a beautiful relic from the past, and
nothing more.

Legacy on Tour

From these thousands of artifacts of history and cul-
ture, some 700 representative items were selected to be
shown to the American public. The selection encom-
passes the whole cycle of Jewish religious daily and
cultural life.

Ceremonial religious articles relating to birth, bris,
marriage and death are beautifully displayed—ranging
from a hand-carved wooden sandek chair, for the person
holding the baby during his bris, to a silver fingernail
pick used for cleansing a body before burial. All harmon-
ize with one another, underscoring how religious life is
the focal point of Jewish existence. The few token arti-
facts representing Prague’s enlightened Jewry pale
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among the rest of the exhibit. Perhaps even the Nazis
sensed that these did not really represent an integral
part of this “Jewish race.”

Majesty in Mitzva Observance

Some ceremonial objects are truly striking. The dis-
play includes artistically designed Torah valances 15
feet long, Torah mantles, Rimonim, beautiful Torah
shields of sterling silver. ... The love for mitzvos is
breathtakingly portrayed in a highly ornate silver laver
and basin used for washing the hands of the Kohanim
before ascending the bima to bless the people. The basin
{about 2 feet in diameter) and laver were fashioned by
the Prague master silversmith Johann Lux in 1702
Exquisite table settings for the Shabbos and all the major
Yomim Tovim reflected the fine taste and appreciation of

BORED ON AMTRAK,
THE METRO, OR
THE “A” EXPRESS?
TAKE THE
“Jo’i!

The Jewish Observer
The Jewish Train-of Thought

AVAILABLE AT SELECTED
NEWSSTANDS NOW!
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YESHIVAS CHOFETZ CHAIM
TALMUDICAL ACADEMY
OF BALTIMORE

congratulates its High School graduates on
being accepted into the higher Yeshivos of
their choice and invites applicants forthe com-
ing vear to its High School dormitory ben-
Torah program.
» Addresses needs of individual taimidim
¢ Resident dorm mashgiach and his family
provide a warm atmosphere, ‘home away
from home’
s College preparatory General Studies pro-
gram approved by the State of Maryland

Rabbi Raphael Skaist, Rabbi Peretz Dinovitz,
Menahel Dormitory Program Mashgiach
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beauty, truly rivaling the majesty of White House table
settings in expressing deference for visiting royalty-—in
this case, the Shabbos Queen.

A most unusual example of the Prague community’s
regard for mitzvos is the display revolving around the
Chevra Kaddisha {burial society of Prague). An artist was
commissioned to paint 15 large oil portraits of the Chevra
members in their activities, showing the step-by-step
procedures of the society, starting with visiting the mor-
tally sick, on to the procession to the cemetery, burial,
eulogy and returning to the mourner’s home. The por-

Be sure to notify us in ad-
vance so that your copies
will continue to reach you.
The U.S. Postal Service will
not forward magazines to
your new address.
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traits are graphic in detail, complete with wrinkled ker-
chiefs grasped by the grieving members of the family, all

bedecked in what we would describe as “Colonial clo- .

thing.” Burial was carried out as itis today, a vibrant link
in a chatn of tradition that is still with us. The elabo-
rately ornamented dishes, beakers, and cutlery used for
the annual banquets of the society are all intact, and
could be used today with pride. The importance at-
tached to this mitzva of chessed shel emes (true kindness—
that is, without possible reciprocation from the recip-
ient) by the Jews of Prague is a tribute to this ancient
community.

The Life Force of the Legacy

The Prague community was served by some of Jew-
ry’s greatest Torah luminaries, among them the famous
Maharal of Prague, and in more recent times, the Noda
BeYehuda whose responsa are classics in rabbinical
literature.

It is difficult to put into writing the strong emotions
that were triggered upon seeing the Noda BeYehuda's
original writing book, in his own clear, artistic script,
open to the second perek of Tractafe Beifzah; it was almost
like witnessing the Noda BeYehuda composing his classic
work on the Talmud, Tsiyon Lenefesh Chaya. Here, on
these folios, are the essence of our precious legacy.

All the other treasures shown only came into being
because of the influence of luminaries such as the Noda
BeYehuda, These words of Torah novellae, clarifying the
depths of talmudic thought, are the force that makes this
a living legacy.
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The Haunting Undertow

One cannot view the exhibit without being haunted
by the origins of the objects on display. Any time a
repository accessions historic material, it seeks to estab-
lish the provenance of the document or artifact, i.e. the
office or origin from which the material was generated.
This is always important because questionable proven-
ance may cause legal problems. In addition, the material
cannot be properly evaluated if its relationship with
other documents or objects is not known. The proven-
ance of the collection of the State Museum provides
visitors with the nagging awareness that the origins of
the items are the blood-stained history of the Jewish
community of Bohemia and Moravia. The acquisitions
were not made from voluntary donors. And the attempt
by Communist-controlled Czechoslovakia to claim cus-
tody of the heritage of the Jewish people is merely
another subtle attempt to relegate the living Jewish
nation and its Torah to the status of an extinct
civilization—to be studied and to serve as a source of
monetary profit.

Not just a comment on the past, this stifling attitude
limits the potential use of many items in the holdings of
the State Museum of Czechoslovakia. Among them are

FEIVEL KIRSHENBAUM, Ph.D.
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virtual spiritual jewels, including unpublished manus-
cripts of Rabbi Yehonosson Eibishutz, the Neda BeYehuda,
and other Torah giants. But of course, the custodians of
these priceless materials are not interested in making
these works public, and access to them is difficult. These
priceless documents are being preserved in repositories
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and museums, and their custodians would wish to keep
it that way ... as the caption on the Sefer Torah of the
Prague synagogue read: “Scrolls Jews used to read from.”

When viewing the exhibit from this perspective, we
smart from the bitter edge to this incredibly sweet

display. ... %
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at the jewish scene
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Elections in Israel
Ezriel Toshavi

At this writing, the full implica-
tions of Israel’s july 23rd national
elections are yet to be determined.
Yet even in the midst of this stage of
non-resolution, comment isin order.

All elections have within them
the power to unite and divide at the
same time, especially so in Israel. In
offering the voter an opportunity to
express his opinion, the act of voting
forces him to opt for an identity
under one of Israel’s many political
banners. While this unites him with
those within his specific group, it
can be divisive in regard to the
larger populace at the same time.
The recent elections are no ex-
ception.

The Shifting Sands of Frustration

Even as the larger parties are
scrambling for control of enough

Ezriel Toshavi abserves the Israeli scene Jor read-
ers of THE JEWISH QBSERVER.
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Knesset votes to give them the requi-
site 61-seat majority to form a gov-
ernment, or go through the motions
of seeking to create a national unity
coalition, one can take note of some
decisive changes—notably the shift-
ing of voters from party to party.
Some have pointed with pride to a
50% Increase in votes for parties
that subscribe to dnas Torah, com-
monly known as Chareidim. Whereas
Agudath Israel had four delegates in
the previous Knesset, in the recent
election it earned six together with
“Shas,” 2 newly organized group of
Torah-observant Sephardim. Shas
is under the direct guidance of a
Sephardi rabbinical council headed
by Rabbi Qvadia Yosef, with consul-
tation with [eading Ashkenazi Rosher
HaYeshivos. It has not yet demon-
strated to what degree it will adhere
to Agudath Israel’s approach of to-
tally following the guidance of Gedo-
lei Torah on specific policy matters,

under the grueling give and take of
coalition negotiation. Nonetheless,
it has publicly stated its intention to
foltow daas Torah,

Shas’s strong showing at the polls—
4 MK's resulting from over 63,000
votes—certainly testifies to the
emergence of the leadership role of
the Sephardi Ben Torah, who has
benefited from the intensive Torah
education Agudath Israel provided
his community these last thirty
vears, from Gannim and Chinuch
Atzmai Schools ... from chadorim
and Metivtet, through Yeshivos Gedolos
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. John Amodio listening to Paaj Lindenblat.
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! one bank we know wili listen to our needs and help us find
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and Kollelim—some Sephardi-direct-
ed, some not. In fact, all four MK’s
from Shas have travelled much of
this traditional educational route
{through Chevron, Mir, and Pone-
vezh), identical in the path pursued
by children from Ashkenazi homes,
with additional years under Sephardi
tutelage (such as Shas leader Rabbi
Yitzchak Peretz, who studied under
Rabbi Qvadia Yosef).

Branching Off The Mainstream

In spite of these positive implica-
tions, there is of course the over-
whelming awareness that most of
the 99,000-plus votes for Shas and
Agudath Israel could have been
Agudath Israel's votes. The 63,000
Shas votes—which included both
break-away Sephardim and Ashke-
nazim who had previously voted for
Agudath Israel—testify to a deep
discontent with Agudath Israel’s
political machinery: the tens of
thousands of Sephardi Bnei Torah
who have gained so much from the
Torah institutions supported by
Agudath Israel’s efforts should be in
the forefront of Agudath Israelsup-
porters—except that they have had
enough patronizing from the Ash-
kenazi leadership. After a genera-
tion of having others take care of
their needs, they feel that they are
ready to take their rightful places in

the leadership, to join in the de-
cision-making process. Frustrated
from unrealized hopes and expecta-
tions, impatient with unfulfilled
commitments, they have struck out
on their own, leaving a fragmented
Agudath Israel in their wake. Many
disgruntled Ashkenazi Agudah
members joined them in voting for
Shas because of their dismay over
internecine squabbles.

A Call for Reassessment

If nothing else, this fragmenta-
tion of the Torah community’s vote
should be understood as a call for
Agudath Israel in Eretz Yisreel to
return to its ideological core: that
Torah as the very essence of Kial
Yisroel and its sole uniting Force,
should serve to pull together Torah
Jews of every community and tradi-
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“ ...delectabie gourmet Easy-to-follow-recipes. Nurnbered step-by-step. The kosher cookbook you've E =
been waiting for has finally arrived! 29 =
. 35
Offenn Seen Prompt refund if not delighted! i £ -
B E 8 g ] &
I @ Jewish Action By Pauta Smith and Dorothy Searnan, authors of IT'S ALL FISH! E% § ;E: 3 ‘% g g
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< PERFECT FOR-GRADUATION ‘AND 'WEDDING :GIFTS ~—
-AND YOUR OWN SUMMIER AND -j’E'AR'.ROUND ‘READING

Are you going to Israel?

Your visit to the Holy Land will have more meaning when you utilize
the free touring information service available from:
Tourist D
Agudath Israel World Organization
5 Rechov Shomre Hakosel (opposite Kikar Hacherut)
Jerusalem, 02-223-357

tion. This was dramatically demon-
strated by the ability—more, the
recognized imperative—of such di-
vergent groups as Torah Jews from
Poland, Hungary, Lithuania, Russia,
Germany, America, and ves, Se-
phardi communities, to unite under
the guidance of a Torah leadership
to form the Agudath Israel World
Movement over seventy years ago,

Unity means more than manag-
ing to talk together and work to-
gether. Being together—that is, iden-
tifying as one—is the touchstone of
Agudath Israel . . . with each group
preserving its own integrity, while
respecting the integrity of others.
Differences in background and nu-
ances in divergent ideological out-
looks are what enrich the texture of
the multi-dimensional Torah coali-
tion that Agudath lsrael was, and
should be.

If fidelity to a sacred ideology has
not held this coalition together thus
far, perhaps now the political neces-
sity of working together will enlarge
the collective awareness of how the
Agudath Israel vision can be a real-
ity. The events of the coming
months should be understood as an
opportunity for all concerned to
make a cheshbon hanefesh (a time for
introspection)—to assess the bitter
fruits of fragmentation, which
neither Agudath Israelin Eretz Yisroel
nor the sacred issues it speaks for
can afford. From all this must
emerge a better organized and more
effective coalition than before. ¢

MUSIC LESSONS

tN YOUR OWN HOME
PIANO—ACCORDION—
TRUMPET—CLARINET
EXPERIENCED AND
LICENSED
ZAVE COHEN, M.A.
(212) 434-3540
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Letters to the Editor.

Where is Shebabo?

To the Editor:
| was fascinated by Moshe Eng-
lander’s report on Tzefas and the
wonderful activities of Mordechai
Shebabo. Is there any way in which
one can contact Mr. Shebabo di-
rectly? Perhaps other readers are
also interested.
ELIEZER SHOOP
Montreal, Queber

In response fo a number of inguiries,
Mordechai Shebabo can be reached af;
335/26 Kiryat Ma'or Chaim, P.O.B.
179, Safed, Israel,

“Summer Glory” or
Neglect in the Heat?

To the Editor:

JO celebrated “Torah in its Sum-
mer Glory” (May '84) in the moun-
tains, but what happened in New
York City? Every year as Shavuos
approaches, a slight shiver of dread
invades my thoughts: “What will we
do about the summer?” Not only do
we pay tuition for the two summer
months that the yeshivos are closed
{rightfully so, as the Rabbeim and the
Moerohs also have to survive in the
summet), but we also must search
for ways to keep our children occu-
pied in a Yiddishe way. Monsey,
Cleveland, i.akewood and Eretz Yis-
roel have solved the problem by keep-
ing the yeshivos open until the end
of Tammuz and reopen at the be-
ginning of Ellul. What has happened
to New York?

Why must a family that s has at
least several children going to ye-
shiva have an extra burden upon its
shoulders to pay for camps and day
camps? Why must children, whose
families find it difficult to afford
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these expenditures for this summer
necessity, remain idle for two
months without learning and with-
out school supervision? Camps are
usually more expensive than month-
ly tuition, as they consider them-
selves a luxury rather than a neces-
sity. But, this is not so. Why do New
York and other cities (except for
those previously mentioned) feel it
necessary to follow the public
schools and close their doors for the
entire summer? Why do most city
yeshivos deem June 20th cosing
date for school and Labor Day the
time for reopening, and not the tra-
ditional Rosh Chodesh Elul that has
always initiated the new zman? Per-
haps the past practice can be
changed, and a new trend of open
doors might begin. Then, Torah can
and will have its full Summer Glory.
YAKOV ROGALSKY
Brooklyn, N.Y.

_HOTLINE _
TG JERUSALEM

In time of iliness, surgery or

crisis, special prayers will be

recited at the Western Wall and

at our Yeshiva in Jerusalem.
CALL 24 HOURS

(212)871-4111
A FREE PUBLIC SERVICE OF

The American Rabbi Meir
Baal Haness Charity

KOLEL AMERICA
132 Nassou St. o N.Y, N.Y. 10038
To Order Our Pushka, “A Segula
For Good Health, Happiness And

Success”, Call (212} 871-411}.

HOME
ATTENDANTS

needed for

HOUSEKEEPING AND
PERSONAL CARE

for the

DISABLED AND
HOMEBOUND

good pay and benefits
Boro Park, Bensonhurst and
Flatbush Area
full-time live in positions only

Project OHR Inc.

{Otfice for Homecare Referral)

1308-40th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11218
853-2700

THE WORLD FAMOUS
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM
‘WIPT N WS

Segt APEOR Swnw TR
Availzbie at
LEKUTE} INC.,, ¢/o L. Rosenberg
10 West 47th Street, Room 702
NYC 10C36/(2121719-1717
20 Volumes on Torah,
Perek, Tehillim,
Medrash, Megilos & Talmud.

Proceeds of sales distributed among
Yeshivos and used for reprinting
of volumes out-of-print

PRICE $8.00 PER VOLUME

1309 48 5t., B'klyn, N.Y. 11219
854-2911
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ERUV INSPECTORS VISIT
CATSKILL'S BUNGALOW COLONIES

In the hustle and bustie of the Catskill
Mountain vacation season, residents of bun-
galow colonies have been surprised this
summer to witness a new phenomenon ap-
pear on the scene; Eruv Inspectors. A newly
formed Eruvin Committee of Zeirei Agudath
Israel of America has been visiting bungalow
colonies to check the Kashrus of their Eruv, a
requisite for carrying on the grounds on
Shabbos.

Because of the intricacies of the Eruv, a

special training seminar was givenr by Rabbi
Yistoel Belsky, a Rosh Yeshiva at Mesivta
Torah Vodaath, to the twelve member ins-
pection committee before the summer. Under
the leadership of Rabbi Shimon Eider of
Lakewood, New Jersey, and Rabbi Belsky, the
committee spent an average of two to three
hours in eight separate locations tracing the
respective “eruv” along the entire parameter
of the colony andcorrected those areas which
were deemed not valid.

~ EXCITING NEWS

TORAH ANTHOLOGY

MEAM I.OEZ

MAZNAIM PUBLICATION CORP.
1S HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE

THE CONTINUATION OF THIS
CELEBRATED AND

POPULAR PUBLICATION,

Translated by

Rabbx Aryeh Kaplan 57yt
Vol. 15 on Sidra Devarim
hardcover $15.95

Vol. 16 on Sidra Vaethanan
hardcover $15.95

The volumes on the other Sidrot of
Devarim will appear in the next few months.

L _ ——— l
BB gl Admon
P X

Compilete transfation of the Torah
By Rabbi Afyeh Kaplan st .

The Living 'l'orah

The Story of Tish'a Be'av
$2.95

1995 HC. 1495 5C

Pirke Avot (M'eam Loez)
hardcover $15.95

MAZNAIM PUBLICATION CORP.
4304-12th Ave. Brooklyn. N.Y. 11219
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OUT OF TOWN TORAH INSTI-
TUTION LOOKING FOR EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR-FUND RAISER.
PLEASE REPLY TO PO BOX
81036, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYL-
VANIA 15217,

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland pubr
lishes over:50 Educonono! !rems for
Hebrew Day Schools: :
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Pincus Mandel

Cemetery Consultant
Representative of Chevros
Kadisha in Jerusalem
with karka on Har Hazaitim, San-
hedria and Har Mamnuchot; also
sole agent for the "ADMAT KO-
DESH" Cemetery in SEFAT, near
the * TZIYON” of R'PINCHAS
Ben YAIR and MERON Cemetery,
in the vicinity of the "OHEL"” of
R°SHIMON BAR YOCHAL Karka
also available on all other COM-
MURNITY-OWNED Cemeteries in
Eretz Yisrael, controlled and main-
tained by the CHEVR A KADISHA
of the COMMUNITY ... Nort a
PRIVATELY-OWNED BUSI-

NESS.

1569 47th Street
Brookiyn, N.Y. 11219
Day and Night Phone

(212)855-5121
Honesty — Integrity —

Responsibilicy
Over 30 Years of Dedicared Service to
the Crehodox Jewish Community

The Jewish Observer / Summer, 1984



AGUDATH I5SRAEL
ASSAILS HOUSE VOTE FOR
STUDENT PRAYER MEETINGS

The adoption by the House of Representa-
tives of legislation designed to permit public
high school students to form religious groups
on school premises before or after school
hours was described as “ill-conceived and
dangerous” by David Zwiebel, Esq., Director
of Government Affairs of Agudath Israel of
America.

The bill adopted by the House, identical to
one that passed the Senate several weeks
earlier, would make it unlawful for public
high schools receiving federal financial as-
sistance to discriminate against student-
sponsored meetings on the basis of “the reli-
gious, political, philosophical, or other con-
tent of the speech at such meetings.” In a
letter to Congressman Carl Perkins, the chief
proponent of this “equal access” bill, Mr.
Zwiebel observed that “a law prohibiting pub-
lic schools from exercising control over stu-
dent-sponsored meetings could turn the
schools into a foray for missionary activities,
indoctrination into cultism, inculcation of
deviant anti-social behavior and dissemina-
tion of anti-American propaganda.”

Noting that “high school students are not
adults,” the Agudath lsrael spokesman stated
that “impressionable teenagers, compelied by
state law to attend school and thus a captive
audience while on school grounds, wili be
highly susceptible to the types of pressures
that inevitably will result when their peers—
often fronting for outside agitators—utilize
school premises to advance agendas totally
unrelated to the educational objectives that
provide the rationale for a state’s power to
compel school attendance in the first place.”

Agudath [srael made a special point of
emphasizing the distinction between its op-
position ta the Equal Access Act and its sup-
port of legislative “school prayer would indeed
be non-denominational in form and charac-
ter.” Mr. Zwiebel reiterated Agudath Israel’s
view that “structured non-denominational
prayer in the public schools” can contribute to
a strengthening of religious values in Ameri-
can society. In contrast, he declared, the
dangers inherent in equal access legislation
are particularly acute for Jewish public high
schaol students who are likely to be prime
targets of missionary and anti-religious
groups.

According to the Agudath Israel attorney,
the law adopted by Congress is to some
extent preferable to a version of equal access
legislation that was defeated in the House
earlier this year. The initial House bill in-
cluded sanctions against school districts that
violated the provisions of the law. Those
sanctions were deleted in the bill that now
awaits the President’s signature.
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RESPONSE TO CALL FOR TISHA BAV MOURNING
FOR HOLOCAUST VICTIMS

A nationwide outpouring of deep apprecia-
tion met the call of distinguished Torah scho-
lars for the inclusion of a Kingh/Lamentation
on Tisha B’Av to mark the tragic losses suf-
fered by the Jewish people during World War
fI. The call was issued in various forms,
including a proclamation from the Morfzes
Gedolei HaTorak (Council of Torah Sages) of
Agudath [srael of America, which inciudes
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi Yaakov Ka-
menetzky, Rabbi Yisroel Spira (Bluzhever
Rav}, Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman,
Rabbi Mordechat Gifter, and letters from
Rabbi Shalomo Halberstam {Bobover Rebbe),
Rabbi Chaim Meisels {Sorvasher Rav}, Rabbi
Moshe Stern {Debriciner Rav), Rabbi Yocha-
nan Sofer (Erfauer Rav) and Rabbi Shmuel
Wosner (Rav, Zichron Meir—Bnei Brak}.

The proclamations were compiled by the
Committee to Perpetuate the Memory of the
Martyrs of European Jewry, of which Mr.
Pinchos Herzka is the chairman. The rabbini-
cal scholars, each in his own manner, ex-
plained in their communications that during
these forty years since the destruction of
European Jewry, a new generation has grown
up without any awareness of the splendor of
pre-War European Jewry and the torture of
the Holocaust—leaving the younger people
with no means of appreciating the glory that
was consumed in the fires of the crematoria,

and the attendant tragedy of the loss. Out of
deep concern that neither the greatness of
European Jewry nor the tragedy of its logs be
forgotten, the rabbis issued their statements
with a special sense of urgency that our peo-
ple continue to mourn “this ., . tragedy with-
out equal in the 1900 years since the destruc-
tion of the Second Beis Hamikdash and the sub-
sequent dispersal of our people” {quotation
from the proclamation of the Muoctzes Gedolet
HaTeraht.

in calling for a widespread adoption of the
additional Kingh. the proclamations left it to
the rabbi of each siuil and community to setect
an appropriate text. A number of communi-
ties are afready reciting such Kinos to mourn
the Josses suffered in World War il. The texts
used include Kinos composed by thelate Rabbi
Michael Ber Weismandl =51 of Nitra, Rabbi
Elchonon Heilpern of London, Rabbi Raphael
Blum of Kashui, and Rabbi Shimon Schwab
of Khal Adath leshurun, New York. The
Committee to Perpetuate the Memory of the
Martyrs of European Jewry published a bro-
chure which includes the full text of the var-
ious statements issued by the Torah scholars
and also includes sample Kinos composed for
this purpose over the past several years. The
brochure has been mailed to rabbis through-
out the country to alert them to the call
issued by the revered Torah scholars.
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HUD SECRETARY PIERCE OPENS AGUDATH ISRAEL
PROJECT FOR ELDERLY

Samuel R. Pierce, Secretary of the US
Department of Heousing and Urban Devel-
opment and top presdential assistant Doug-
las A. Riggs joined local and government offi-
cials, community leaders and residents of
Boro Park to celebrate the opening of the first
housing complex for older adults ever to be
built in Boro Park, Sponsared by the South-
ern Brooklyn Cemmunity Organization
(SBCO}, a project of Agudath Israel of Amer-
ica, this development will provide decent and
affordable housing for 74 low income elderly
families and is helping to revitalize the entire
Boro Park West area.

The grand opening of West End Gardens
took place on Monday, Jurne 25, at the West
End Gardens auditorium on 10th Avenue
and 44th Street with the participation of the
new tenants and hundreds of senior citizens
from the neighborhood.

Secretary Pierce was introduced as a
“father of the success of SBCO” by Rabbi
Moshe Sherer, President of Agudath lsrael of
America. HUD extended SBCO 2 $4.4 mil-
lion direct loan to loan to build the project,
according to $BCO Executive Director Rabbi
Shmuel Lefkowitz.

WU OGARDENG T
PARK 5 AR U

HUD Seeretary Pierce Cuts The Ribbon: (L-R) Rabbi
Shulem Rubin, representing Governor Cuome; New
York HUD officials Alexander Naclerio and Joseph
Manicciolo; Douglas Riggs representing President
Reagan; Secretary Pierce; Rabbi Sherer, President of
Agudath Israel of America; Boraugh President How-
ard Golden; Comptroller Harrison |. Goldin; Con-
gressman Stephen Solarz; and SBCO Executive Direc-
tor Rabbt Shmuel | efkowitz.
Photo by Harvey Trachtenberg

In his address, Secretary Pierce praised the
work of Agudath Israelin West End Gardens
and in the preservation of Boro Park:

“West End Gardens could not have suc-
ceeded, indeed it could not have been launched
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Rabbi Chaim Twerski, Chief Chaplain of Maimen-
ides Medical Center is joined by SBCQ President Louis
Glueck as he affixes mezuzah on main entrance of West
End Gardens.

without your ipitiative. 1 commend you for
your resourcefulness, energy and determina-
tion that played a constructive role in your
community. The success of Agudath Israel
and SBCO testify to the potential of Ameri-
ra’s uniquely diverse, numerous and capable
voluntary institutions. Their strength is one
of the blessings of our nation.”

The day's events began with the affixing of
mezuzos on the main entraces to West End
Gardens by rabbis of neighboring congrega-
tions: Rabbi Chaim Twersky and Rabbi Ab-
raham Bick. They were assisted by SBCO
officers Louis Glueck, Henry Hirsch, Max
Berg, David Singer, Menachem Shayovich
and Eugene Fixler.

City Housing Commissioner Anthony
Cliedman joined Mr. and Mrs. Melvin War-
renbrand and family of G & Sons Depart-
ment Store in dedicating the main lobby of
West End Gardens in memory of Mrs. War-
renbrand's parents, the late Pauline and
Hyman Grabelsky.

A touching highlight of the event was
when one of the tenants, Mrs. Ruth Kantor,
87, in emotion-packed words described her
previous living conditions and how grateful
she was to live independently in a decent
affordable apartment and enjoy her golden
years thanks to Agudath Israel and $BCO.

West End Gardens 1, which will contain a
number of community rooms in addition to
the apartments, will serve as a focal point for
all the community’s elderly. It is designed to
help the elderly maintain their independence
and to prevent premature institutionaliza-
tion. The staff will link people to nutrition;
education and recreational programs, as well
as health and social services. West End Gar-
dens i, a 40 unit building to be located across
the street, will be ready for occupancy in jate
1985,

By v

940 YEARS AFTER THE
DESTRUCTION OF EUROPEAN
JEWRY”: AGUDATH ISRAEL
CONVENTION THEME

“Forty Years After the Destruction of
European Jewry: An Orphaned Generation
Strives To Restore A Destroyed Legacy” will
be the theme of the 62nd annual convention
of Agudath Israel of America, it was an-
nounced by Rabbi Shmuel Bloom, adminis-
trative director of the organization. Qver
3,000 Orthodox rabbinic and jay leaders from
every part of North America are expected to
attend the gathering, which will be held from
Thursday through Sunday, Nevember 22-25
at the Rye Town Hilton in Port Chester, N Y

Rabbi Bloom pointed out that this fortieth
vear since the close of the war against the
Nazi murderers (5705-3745) is an appro-
priate time for introspection by the Orthodox
Jewish community.

He stated: “The surviving lews who were
liberated from the concentration camps were
met with an outpouring of assistance from
Jews in the free world who helped them
rebuild their shattered lives. During the pro-
cess, not only individuals, but entire com-
munities, institutions and traditions were
rebuilt in the Americas, Israel and Europe.

“However, we must now make an extra
effort to study the past in order to attempt to
reach out even further to recapture its es-
sence and imbue fewish communities and
individuals today with the life-enhancing
qualities of the Torah world the Nazis sought
to destroy.” .

Benjamin Fishoff and Chaim A. Roth,
Convention Co-Chairmen

Benjamin Fishoff, a vice president of Agu-
dath Israel of America and a popular lay
leader in the Orthodox Jewish community,
was named chairman of the 62nd annual
convention. Mr. Chaim Alter {Henry A}
Roth, a national officer of Agudath Israel and
a leader of numerous Torah causes in this
country and in Israel, was named convention
co-chairman. Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president
of the organization, declared that Mr. Fishoff
and Mr. Roth are “uniquely suited to chair
this year’s conveniion in the light of its
theme, as both are survivors of the Holocaust
who are playing an important role in helping
revive the Torah glory that was all but extin-
guished and which now must be brought to
bear on ever-widening circles of Klal Yisroel.”

A special task force is preparing the con-
vention's program, which will include distin-
guished members of the Moetzes G 'dolei HaTorah
{Council of Torah Sages) and rabbinic and lay
leaders from various circles who comprise
the coalition of Torah forces which the Amer-
ican Agudah has been building since its
founding here 62 years ago.
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P.D. ISSUES ORDER
TO OFFICERS ON AUTOPSY
RIGHTS OF ORTHODOX JEWS

An order was distributed by the Police
Department of New York City to all officers
on patrol alerting them on the role of a police
officer concerning autopsies when called to
the scene of a death. This order, by direction
of Police Commissioner Benjamin Ward, sen-
sitizes the officers to the rights of Orthodox
Jews, as protected by a recently-enacted New
York State law. The statute, signed into law
in August 83 by Governor Cuomo, was
drafted by COLPA; Agudath Israel of Amer-
ica had for many years been involved in the
legislative process of protecting Orthodox
fewish rights regarding autopsies.

The Police Commissioner’s order was is-
sued a result of a meeting earlier this year
between Police Chief of Operations Robert ].
Johnston, Jr. and Rabbi Moshe Sherer, presi-
dent of Agudath Israel of America, which
covered a number of issues of concern to the
Orthodox Jewish community. The Agudath
Israel president lauded Police Commissioner
Ward and Police Chief Johnston for “their
sensitivity to safeguarding the religious rights
of Orthodox Jews in the autopsy area as well
as in all matters of their unigue concern.”

PROFESSOR AARON TWERSKI
REASSUMES POST AS CHAIRMAN
OF AGUDATH ISRAEL'S
LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION

Professor Aaron Twerski, renowned
throughout the Torah world for his tireless
efforts on behalf of Orthodoxy and through-
out the legal community for his brilliant scho-
larship, has reassumed the position of Chair-
man of the Commission on Legislation and
Civic Action of Agudath Israel of America. In
making the announcement, an Agudath israel
spokesman noted that Professor Twerski
would further enhance both the reputation
and the effectiveness of the Agudah Com-
mission, which serves as a leading advocate
for the Torah community's interests in legis-
lative and civic matters.

Professor Twerski served as Chatrman of
the Commission on Legislation and Civic
Action of Agudath Israel from 1979 until
1982, when, for personal reasons, he took a
leave of absence from his post. The Agudah
spokesman expressed the organization’s grat-
itude to Menachem Shayovich, a distin-
guished community activist and a national
officer of ‘Agudath Israel, who served with
distinction as Acting Chairman of the Agu-
dath Commission during Professor Twerski's
leave. Mr. Shayovich will continue to
serve as Co-chairman of the Commission.
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NEW “TASTE OF TALMUD”
CLASS STARTED BY “CHIZUK”

“A Taste of Talmud” an exciting lunch-
time program offering "food for thought” to
Jews working in neighborhood business and
professional offices has been launched by
Chizuk—The Torah Link, an agency of the
Agudath Israel World Organization. Using
basic texts of Judaism, different aspects of
Judaism will be discussed, including Jewish
Law, the Jewish perspective on contempor-
ary issues, beliefs, practices, traditions, and

thought. No background in Jewish learning is
necessary.

The “Taste of Talmud” sessions, given by
Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, director of Chizuk,
will meet every Tuesday from 12:15-1:00
p.m. at Chizuk’s Harry & Jane Fischel Drop-
In-Center, 1801 Kings Highway (entrance on
East 18th Street between Avenue P and Kigs
Highway), Brooklyr, N.Y. To participate, call
(212) 791-1848.
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AGUDATH ISRAEL SUES N.Y.C. OVER “GAY RIGHT” ORDER

Agudath Israel of Amrica has filed a law-
suit challenging the legality of Mayor Koch's
Executive Order requiring private agencies
doing business with New York City tosigna
statement pledging they will not discrimi-
nate against homosexual job applicants. In a
statement released by its president, Rabbi
Moshe Sherer, it declared that as an Or-
thodox Jewish movement, it would be inimi-
cai to the very nature of Agudath Israel to
hire avowed homosexuals-persons who by
definition openly flaunt their contempt for
Torah—te fill positions which demand con-
formance with Jewish religious law.”

The Agudath Israel statement declares
that while prospective employees are not
quizzed regarding their sexual inclinations,
revertheless “were a job applicant to advise
the organization that he or she is engaged in
a practice described by the Torah as an
‘abomination’, Agudath Israel would violate
the religious foundations that are its very
core if it were to close its eyes to that reality.
For the government ever to require such
action would impinge upon the hallowed
principle of religious freedom.”

The attorneys of Agudath Israel maintain
that this position does not necessarily con-
travene the Mayor’s Executive Order. “Just
as baseball’s insistence that an umpire be able
to see does not constitute illegal discrimina-
tion against the blind, so too the refusal of an
Orthodox fewish organization to hire one
who unabashedly parades his contempt for
Torah is net iilegal discrimination on the
basis of sexual preference.”

The Agudath Israel statement points out
that the City Administration is aware of its
position, and that it entered into past social
service contracts with the City on that
understanding. The statement concludes:
“We remain confident that an understanding
City Administration will never insist that
religious organizations like Agudath Israel
choose between remaining faithful to their
religious principles and administering social
service programs on behalf of the needy-—
for it is the needy who inevitably will suffer if
push comes to shove. Agudath Israel, for
one, when faced with such a choice will have
o choice.”

Historically, combatting the attempts by

Come To

Kosher

Whitenead Hall Brookiyn College

Country

Formeriy Kosher King

@gfaﬁ Supervised
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homosexuals to have society legitimize their
deviant life-styles has long been one of Agu-
dath Israel’s legislative and social priorities.
Agudath Israel has been waging this battle
for many years, from Rhode island to Cali-
fornia and from New York to Florida. Last
year, for example, when 2 “gay rights” bill
came up in the New York City Council,
Agudath Israel engaged in an active letter
writing and telephone campaign, vigorously
presented the Orthodox Jewish communi-
ty's position in personal meetings with key
City Council members, and then effectively
testified in the City Council against passage
of the bill.
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Sara Schenirer
Seminary

Applicants to
Seminary Class
of 5745 (1984-85)

and to the

Residence Hall

may contact the
Registrar's Office by mail
or by phone

4622 14th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11219
tel: (212) 633-8557/8

Inquiries welcome about

the Special Program for

2nd year students return-
ing from Israel.

Please Register
to Vote

As a concerned citizen, who
really cares abbout your city,
make your voice heard!
in New York City, to obtain
a voter registration form

Dial VOTER 84

in order to vote in a Primary in
New York State, you must be
enrotled in a party, therefore
please indicate the party of your
choice when you register and

Please VOTE in every election!
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AGUDATH ISRAEL HAILS
REJECTION OF
“EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT”

In what a spokesman for Agudath Israel of
America hailed as “a major victory for the
Orthodox Jewish community,” the New York
State Senate yesterday blacked passage of a
proposed State “Equal Rights Amendment.”
The proposed constitutional amendment,
which would have prohibited New York
State from denying or abridging “equality of
rights. .. onaccount of sex,” was killed when
the Republican majority refused to allow the
bill to reach the Senate floor for a fuil vote.

The Agudath Israel spokesman reported
that in a letter dated june 5, 1984 to the
members of the State Senate, Agudath Israel
had warned that the porposed E.R.A. “would
pose serious problems for the hundreds of
thousands of Orthodox Jews throughout
New York State.” The authors of the letter,
Rabbi Moshe Shere {President of Agudath
Israel) and David Zwiebel, Esq. (the organiza-
tion’s Director of Government Affairs), cau-
tioned that a State E.R.A. likely would create
a “rigid, doctrinaire sexual ‘equality”” with
potentially adverse consequences in anumber
of areas of concern to the Torah community.

NINETEEN NEW BRANCHES OF
PIRCHEI AGUDATH ISRAEL

Nineteen new branches of Pirchet Agudath
Israel were organized this past year, includ-
ing two in Johannesburg, South Africa, ac-
cording to a report just released by the
national office of Pirchei Agudath Israel of
America. In addition to those in South Africa,
new branches were opened in Phoenix, Pas-
saic {N1), Pikesville (Maryland), Toronto, Los
Angeles and 5t. Louis. The New York area

boasted eleven new chapters, including Yon-
kers, Staten Island, and Jamaica Estates.

PUBLIC SCHOOL CHILDREN
ATTEND JEWISH SUMMER
CAMPS

As the current schoal year came to a close,
a report issued by the jewish Education Pro-
gram {}EP}, the reach-out arm of Agudath
Israel of America, announced an entollment
of over 75 Jewish public school children into
Orthodox summer camps for this summer,
These enrollments came as a direct result of
JEP's release-hour programs for public school
veuth. This vear-long effort culminated at
the beginning of the summer in large assem-
blies for students and parents at the Queens
Jewish Center in Forest Hills and at the
Avenite H Agudath Israel Center in Flatbush.
Qver 250 children received awards for at-
tending release-hour classes every-Wednes-
day afternoon throughout the year.

HUNDREDS CELEBRATE
10TH ANNIVERSARY
OF BROOKDALE
SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER

A proclamation issued by the Council of
the City of New York, congratulating the
Brookdale Senior Citizens Centeronits 10th
anniversary, was recently delivered at a fes-
tive celebration marking a full decade of ser-
vice by the Agudath Israel sponsored Senior
Citizens Center on behalf of the elderly of
the Flatbush community. The Brookdale
Senior Citizens Center, located at 817 Avenue
H in Brooklyn, aids several hundred senior
citizens each day with hot meals, cultural and
recreational programs, arts and crafts, and
more.
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NEW YORK STATE
PASSES BILL TO REIMBURSE
YESHIVOS FOR
IMMUNIZATION RECORDS

A bill which reimburses yeshivos and other
nonpublic schools for the costs they incur in
complying with the recording and reporting
requirements of the state immunization pro-
gram for school children passed both houses
of the New York State Legislature last week.
The bili, sponsored by Assemblyman Daniel
L.Feldman and Senators Jeremy §. Weinstein
and William M. Steinfeldt, is the result of
years of work by the Commission on Legisla-
tion and Civic Action of Agudath lsrael of
America which formuiated the legislation.
According to Shmuel Prager, the general
counsel of Agudath lsrael, the bill amends
New York State’s Mandated Services Law,
itself a product of AgudathIsrael’s joint legis-
lative activity with cthers, which reimburses
nonpublic schools for the amount of money
they expend for state-mandated educational
testing and reporting, The Mandated Servi-
ces law has been upheld as constitutional by
the United States Supreme Court.

Under the new legislation, nonpublic
schools located in New York City, Buffalo
and Rochester would receive reimbursement
each year equal to the actual cost incurred, up
to sixty cents per pupil, for documenting that
all students have been immunized against
diphtheria, polio, measles, rubefla and mumps.
The reimbursement will assist financially
strapped yeshivos to obtain and verify the
necessary heaith infermation for each child.
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that fits in one hand —
The Metsudah Machzorim.

This Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur use
the one Machzor that will enable you to
understand all the High Holiday prayers,
completely and thoroughly — the new
Metsudah Machzor, the latest addition to the
acclaimed Metsudah publications.

The newly revised and expanded Metsudah
Machzorim have everything including:

& Hatoras Nedarim {Annulment of Vows)

& All Torah Readings

® Shofar Service

® Tashlich

® Blessing of Children

® Viduy (Confession)

® Even the complex Avodah Service of
the High Priest on Yom Kippur is
fully explained.

All in clear linear translation with
complete commentary, instructions and
introductions. You will find the Metsudah
Machzor easy to use because there is no
turning back and forth, everything is
complete and set in perfect order.

So make every moment of your High
Holiday prayers count with the Metsudah
Machzorim.

P"’mwk

The h"'benj ‘fu-;,w

Please send the following Metsudah

‘Machzorim:
_.copies of Rosh Hashanna. .. @$12.95*
_.copies of Yom Kippur ..... @512.95*

- copies of the complete set . @$25.00*

K “Please add $1.75 to cover postage up to 1 set and 50¢ for each additional set.

Available at your local bookstore or directly from:
Israel Book Shop, Inc. 410 Harvard St., Brookline, Ma. 02146 (617) 566-7113-4

The
[ am enclosing check or money order for MET&UDA-H
$ ____(US. Funds) MACHZOQ
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