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Defining the Special Event 

Our celebration of Chanuka commemorates two 
miracles-the military victory over the Greeks, and the 
burning of the oil. Each miracle receives its due recogni
tion, but in seemingly unequal ways. We light the 
menorah for eight days, apparently as a reference to the 
miraculous burning of the oil. However, when we articu
late the symbolism of the lighting in ''Haneiros Halolu, "we 
say: "We kindle these lights because of the miracles, 
wonders, salvations, comforts and battles which You 
performed for our ancestors in these days at this time at 
the hands of Your holy priests .... "There is no mention 
here of the miracle of the oil. It is almost as if we are 
lighting the menorah in order to commemorate the 
miraculous military victory! Similarly our gratitude for 
deliverance from the Greeks finds detailed expression in 
"Al Hanisim": "In the days of Mattisyahu ... You ... 
stood for them at the time of their trouble, fought their 
battle ... delivered the mighty into the hand of the 
weak, the many into the hand of the few, etc." But the 
miracle of the oil finds no mention whatsoever. (Al
though we do say" Afterwards your children ... puri
fied Your sanctuary and kindled lights in Your holy 
courtyards ... "there is no hint that a miracle took place 
in connection with those lights.) Why was this form of 
commemoration chosen for these miracles? 

Another puzzling point: We light the menorah on 
eight nights. The Beis Yoseif raised the objection that 
since one night's worth of oil was found, apparently the 
miracle was only seven nights in duration, and many 
answers have been given to this question. However, the 
question can be raised on a deeper level, as well. We 
know that the numbers seven and eight have contrast
ing symbolism.1 Seven connotes the order of creation
the created universe as we experience it. Eight connotes 
the transcendent as it breaks into creation and reveals 
the so-called "natural" world as an aspect of something 
higher. What is there about Chanuka that gives is spe
cial relevance to eight-the transcedent? 

Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb, formerly an associate professor of Philosophy in John: 
Hopkins University in Baltimore, is a member of the faculty of Yeshiva Ohr 
Somayach in Jerusalem. 
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David Gottlieb 

Chazal (the rabbis of the Talmud) tell us that at one 
point the Greeks issued a decree forbidding the practice 
of Shabbos, circumcision and the sanctification of the new 
moon.2 If they were aiming at institutions central to 
Jewish life, their choice of the first two is well under
stood. But their opposition to sanctifying the new moon 
is mystifying. What gave that milzva such special signi
ficance in their eyes? 

What is a Miracle? 

Finally, there is a deep problem concerning the recog
nition of the military victory as a miracle. What is a 
miracle? Many think of a miracle as a suspension of the 
laws of nature due to G-d's direct will. They contrast 
such an event with ordinary life, in which nature takes 
its course. They understand that G-d is the Creator of 
nature, but once He brought it into being, He generally 
allows it to function on its own. Miracles are the rare 
exceptions to this course. 

This definition of miracle, however, is not the major
ity view in Torah sources. On the contrary: every event 
is due to Hashem's direct will.J According to this view a 
miracle is not defined as a suspension of nature, since 
there is no such thing as nature acting on its own. 
Rather, the world is re-created anew each instant. (The 
Michfav MeEliyahu uses motion pictures as an analogy to 
explain the process of continuous creation. When we 
look at the screen, we seem to see continuously existing 
objects involved in successive events, seeming to flow 
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from one gesture and motion to the next. In reality 
there are thousands of entirely separate pictures that 
resemble each other closely. It is the resemblance 
between the pictures that leads us to think in terms ol 
continuously existing objects. Similarly, the world is a 
series of brand-new creations that resemble each other 
so closely that we are lead to think that it possesses 
permanence when in fact it does not.) 

What then is a miracle? We cannot simply say that 
everything happens is a miracle, since there are halachos 
that apply specifically to miraculous events (brachos, seu
das hodaya, etc).4 These sources answer: a miracle is an 
event that shows itself as the product of G-d's will
where G-d shows His hand, rather than concealing it 
behind the continuity of everyday events as usual. A 
miracle is an event that is so obviously extraordinary, 
and so obviously related to the Divine providence, that 
can be immediately perceived as the product of G-d's 
will. However, according to this definition it is not easy 
to see the military victory over the Greeks as a miracle. 
Outnumbered forces are sometimes victorious due to 
skill, heroism, knowledge of home terrain, commitment 
to fight for home, family, freedom, and so on. Was it so 
clear and obvious that those factors were not responsible 
for the Maccabees' victory? Of course it is part of our 
emuna, our basic faith that it was G-d's will that gave us 
the victory. But it is also G-d's will that the grass grow 
and the sun shine. Nevertheless, these events are not 
halachically in the realm of miracles. Why, then, is the 
military victory over the Greeks regarded as a miracle? 

In order to answer these four questions-the empha
sis on the military victory in our commemoration of 
Chanuka, the celebration's connection to eight, the 
Greeks' opposition to sanctifying the new moon, and 
our recognition of the victory as a miracle-we must 
understand the Greek world-view and the nature of its 
refutation by the Torah. 

The Greek Deification of Nature ... 

Within the Greek world-view, one concept plays a 
commanding role: Each thing in the world has a func
tion, namely whatever it does uniquely best. The func
tion of the eye is to see, the function of the ear is to hear, 
the function of the heart is to pump blood through the 
body. The function of man is to think, since it is man's 
intellect that makes him unique among the animals. 
Each object naturally grows towards that state in which 
it can fulfill its function. Just as the acorn naturally 
becomes an oak, and the eye naturally matures into an 
organ of sight, so does the baby becomes a person with a 
mature intellect. Virtue is the performance of one's 
natural function; thus it is man's virtue to think well in 
exactly the same sense in which it is the eye's virtue to 
see well. Happiness is produced only by fulfilling one's 
function. 

The key point in this philosophy is that nature is all, 
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and so nature determines all. Not only does nature 
determine what a thing is, it determines its function, its 
virtue. And so it encompasses what it ought to be and 
what is its good. In other words, the centrality of nature 
reflects a whole philosophy of life: no transcendent 
Being is recognized as giving life its value and goal. Even 
the gods are just personifications of natural forces and 
are subject to natural forces (such as fate), which are 
more powerful than they. (Aristotle's "god" is the per
fection of the natural universe, which draws after it the 
natural development of each thing: divinity is the flour
ishing of the world, and so does not transcend the 
world.) 

The Torah refutes this point of view in three distinct 
stages. First, nature is not all. There is a Being who 
transcends nature and is more powerful than nature. 
Second, this Being is the Author of nature and can use it 
according to His will. Third, what we call nature is a 
figment of our imagination-all that exists and occurs is 
whatever that Being wills to exist and occur, moment by 
moment. Thus the Torah takes three steps beyond the 
Greek deification of nature. If we examine the miracles 
that Kial Yisroel have witnessed during their history, we 
will see that they are designed to reveal each of these 
steps. 

... and Three Stages of Refutation 

Some miracles are open and absolute breaks in the 
ordinary course of events. The manna, the rocks falling 
on the soldiers of Ai, and the change in the sun's motion 
at Givan are examples of this type of miracle. They 
reveal G-d as beyond nature and capable of suspending 
nature. Thus nature is not all. This is an important 
lesson, and yet it leaves room for a profound misinter
pretation of G-d's relationship to the world. One might 
think that G-d is 1"n merely a Power among other pow
ers (the powers of nature), albeit the strongest among 
them. 

A second type of miracle begins to correct this misin
terpretation. In this case, the forces of nature them
selves are co-opted for the sake of the miracle. Notice, 
for example, that the miracles used against the Egyp
tians possessed an almost natural character. The frogs 
that overran Egypt came, the Torah tells us, from the 
river that is their natural habitat. There is no doubt that 
it was a miracle-Moshe Rabbeinu foretold exactly when it 
would start and when it would end, and its concentra
tion was clearly super-natural. Nevertheless, their 
appearance from the river was a naturalistic element in 
the event. Perhaps it would have been more striking
more "miraculous" -if they had fallen from the sky! 
Lice, cattle-disease, boils, locusts (which were blown in 
on the wind, which is the natural form of travel for 
locusts)-all of the Ten Plagues-and even the sea 
whose waters piled up due to a strong wind, all illustrate 
the use of natural forces in the production of miracles. 
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Thus each of these miracles has two components: an 
obvious breach in nature, and a naturalistic element 
which decreases that obviousness (without obscuring it 
entirely). The second component of these miracles be
gins to teach the lesson that the forces of nature them
selves are only expressions of G-d's Will. There is still 
room, however, to misunderstand G-d1s relationship to 
the world. One might think of nature as a tool that G-d 
can use at will, rather than as nothing but a constant 
expression of His will. 

Miracles of the Third Kind 

In order to express this deeper idea, a third sort of 
miracle is needed-one that reveals G-d's will even in 
what appear to be the ordinary processes of nature. 
How is this possible if an event that fits into normal, 
natural processes is precisely one in which G-d's hand is 
hidden? The miracle of Purim provides us with a step in 
this direction. The events of the Purim story exhibit a 
new aspect of the miraculous. Taken individually, each 
could be viewed as natural occurences, as within the 
bounds of normal historical probabilities. The choice of 
Esther as queen (it had to somebody), Mordechai's 
overhearing the plot against the King's life and happen
ing to know the plotters' language, Haman's fanatical 
hatred of the Jewish people (unfortunately, very com
mon), the king's insomnia and subsequent desire to 
reward Mordechai on the very night that Haman came 
to ask the king to hang Mordechai-coincidences as 
strange as each of these have happened elsewhere in 
history. But the train of events as a whole does not have 
a parallel in the normal flow of history. It is too well 
contrived, too obviously directed towards a chosen end, 
to be the result of probability. Experiencing such a train 
of events is equivalent to seeing a coin land heads fifty 
times in a row. The wise man gives heavy odds on heads 
for the next throw, since the coin is obviously biased in 
favor of heads. He also concludes that each of the 
"heads" landings-even the first-was due to the bias, 
and not just probability. Similarly, looking at the events 
of the Purim story in retrospect, we judge that each was 
due to a guiding hand, and not mere probability. Thus 
we have individual events that appear to be completely 
natural occurences, and yet they reveal themselves as 
miraculous in the long run. And so G-d's hand is 
revealed within ordinary natural processes. 

The events of Chanuka take this process of revealing 
G-d in nature one step further. In the case of the mil
itary victory, nothing in the event itself nor in the series 
of which it is a part shows it to be miraculous. From the 
point of view of the military historian, it could perhaps 
be compared with other successful revolts against for
eign powers. 

The miracle of the oil, however, refutes this interpre
tation. This becomes evident if we take three factors 
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into account: (1) The miracle took place immediately 
upon the end of the war. (2) The war was fought over 
religious principles, against an enemy that had defiled 
the Temple, while the Jewish forces were led by Kohanim 
who have the chief responsibility for the Temple ser
vice. Correspondingly, the miracle of the oil took place 
at the hands of the Kohanim with respect to part of the 
Temple service. (3) The form of the miracle is identical 
to the form of the military victory. With only one day's 
supply of oil to supply eight days' needs, they lit the oil 
they had and trusted G-d for the rest. They did the 
utmost within their natural power, and G-d responded 
to their bilachon-their trust-by making that effort suf
fice. The point of the miracle was to teach that the 
military victory had the same structure: theirs was the 
decision to fight with whatever resources they pos
sessed; the success was due to G-d's control of the flow 
of events. The inescapable conclusion is that even an 
event that is indistinguishable in every way from other 
ordinary events is a direct result of G-d's will. In other 
words, every event is due solely to His will. 

Thus Chanuka is the last in a chain of miracles that 
destroy the illusion of "the reality of nature." Could 
there be any more fitting response to the Greeks, whose 
philosophy made nature supreme? 

Of Military Victory and the 
Transcedental Nature of Time 

We are now in a position to deal with the questions 
that we started with. Our ability to recognize the mili
tary victory as a miracle has been explained. The exclu
sive focus of "AI Hanisim" on the military victory is due 
to the centrality of that miracle in refuting the Greek 
ideology and revealing the Torah's profound opposition 
to nature as an autonomous force. Even in lighting the 
menorah we stress the function of the miracle of the oil 
as a sign of the miraculous character of the military 
victory.S The relationship to eight is also clear: the mes
sage of Chanuka is that "nature" is the expression of a 
transcedent Source. 

Finally, we can understand the Greeks' opposition to 
specifically Shabbos, circumcision, and the sanctification 
of the new moon. We may judge the Greeks to have 
been evil, but they were not fools. The must have seen 
these three mitzvos in particular as opposed in their 
essence to their philosophy. Now, in the case of Shabbos 
and circumcision, this is easy to understand. Shabbos 
celebrates the Creation, and if nature has an involved 
Creator, then nature cannot be viewed as self-sufficient 
and all-inclusive. Circumcision proclaims that nature 
needs rectification by man, which again contradicts its 
self-sufficiency.' But their opposition to the sanctifica
tion of the new moon is puzzling-what does that mitzva 
imply concerning the reality of nature? 

The calendar is man's way of marking the passage of 
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time. Time, it seems, is a purely natural process-it is 
the repetition of events of equal duration (the earth's 
rotation on its axis, its revolution around the sun, the 
motion of clock's second hand, etc.). Days and years are 
just as thoroughly natural as are thunderstorms and the 
growth of flowers. So are months, if they follow the 
revolution of the moon. Man's contribition, it seems, is 
merely to give names and numbers to this sequence of 
events. This is almost a complete description of the 
Jewish calendar. Almost, for there is one feature of our 
regulation of the Jewish calendar that breaks out of the 
bounds of nature. The Mishna (Rosh Hashana 25a) states 
that the court has discretionary power to start the new 
month even on a day which does not coincide with the 
completion of the moon's cycle. This power extends 
even to cases where reliable witnesses have testified 
that the new moon has appeared and the court wishes 
to delay the start of the new month for one more day. In 
this way the court has partial control over the occurence 
of the holidays-it can determine which twenty-four 
hour periods will be celebrated as Pesach, Shavuos, and 
so on. 

This poses a problem for the understanding of those 
holidays since they are meant to commemorate histori
cal events by occuring on their anniversaries. If Pesach 
commemorates the Exodus, which took place on 15 
Nissan, and Nissan is a lunar month, then the appear
ance of the new moon each year seems to determine 
naturally which day is this year's 15 Nissan, and hence 
which day is this year's anniversary of the Exodus. 
When the court replaces this day with another, it 
creates a new concept of anniversary-one which 
transcends natural categories. Time is not merely a 
reflection of natural processes, but a progression of 
individual dates, each with an individual spirituality of 
its own. Pesach is celebrated on a day whose sanctity 
shares the same spiritually liberating character as the 
original Pesach of the Exodus. That transcendental 
aspect of the day is not dictated by the motions of 
heavenly bodies, but by the decision of the rabbinical 
court. 

Why did the Greeks not oppose any other mitzvos? 
Because other mitzvos could be associated with a natural 
religion and thus did not directly contradict the Greek 
world view. Tefillin could be signs of dedication to any 
kind of "god"; many religions have food and sexual 
taboos; sacrifices were widespread at that time; civil, 
criminal and political mitzvos have no obvious trans
cedental implications. Even the holidays could be cele
brated with a purely naturalistic content: Pesach as a 
national independence day, Shavuos as the revelation of 
a "naturalistic" god, and so on. We have already seen 
that Shabbos and circumcision cannot be fit into the 
scheme. The court's control of the dates of the holidays 
violates the Greek pattern by undermining the Greek 
re-interpretation of the holidays. If the calendar itself is 
not wholly determined by nature, if the celebration of 
Pesach does not occur on the natural anniversary of the 
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Exodus, then Pesach cannot be wholly a commemora
tion of a naturalistic event. The same holds for the rest 
of the holidays: their freedom from "natural" time 
implies that they have super-natural content. Thus we 
understand the Greeks' need to oppose the sanctifica
tion of the new moon. 

Miracles "Within Time" 

The foregoing may be regarded as an exposition of 
the Kedushas Levi: ''. .. all miracles are beyond time and 
nature as were the miracles of Egypt, Yam Suf and the 
Jordan river. By contrast, the miracles of Chanuka and 
Purim were within nature-the Chashmonaim fought 
the war and won, and the miracle of Purim was a result 
of the effort of Queen Esther. Therefore ... we make 
the blessing: '. .. who performed miracles ... in this 
time'-that is to say, within time, which is this world
within nature He did miracles, (to show) that every-
thing comes from Him." ~T 

NOTES 

1. See e.g. Maharal, Tiferes Yisroe/, chap. 2. 
2. Megillas Anfiochus, quoted in Abudraham. 
3. Ramban on Gen. 46:15, Ex. 13:16, Lev. 26:11, Intro. to Job, Job 

36:7; Daas Tevunos (Friedlander ed.) pp. lSff.; Nefesh Hachaim, Shaar I; 
Michtav MeEliyahu, vol. I, pp 177 ff. However, the reality of nature in 
some limited sense is acknowleged by Rambam, Shemoneh Perakim, Perek 
8, Pirkei Avos. 5:5, Moreh Nevuchim 3:17, 18, 23, 51, 54; and Derashos 
HaRan, pp 46-7 (end of Derash 3) and pp. 139-141 (end of Derash 8). 
Careful study is needed to define precisely the difference between 
the two positions. 

4. Orach Chaim 218; Mishneh Berurah 102 to Orach Chaim 797. 
5. The Rambam (Hile hos Chanuka 3:2) states that the war ended on 25 

Kislev. Thus the first night that the menorah was lit the night of the 
26th. We, however, celebrate Chanuka starting on the night of the 
25th! This apparent discrepancy can be explained if we hold that (a) 
the miracles was only for the first seven night (e.g. according to the 
first two answers of the Beis Yosef that the cruse of the menorah 
remained full each night), and (b) we light on the eve of the 25th to 
commemorate the military victory (as the Pri Chodosh states). This 
forges a direct link between our mifztla of menorah and the victory. 

6. Yalkuf Shimoni. Tazria. 
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The Baal 
Teshuva-

Brainwashed 
or Enlightened? 
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Joining !he enemy 

SHMUEL SCHNITZER, editor-in-chief of Israel's popular daily, Ma'ariv, and one of 1_ 

the country's most respected journalists, is not especially known for harboring " 
religious sympathies. Yet, in a recent column, he rises to the defense of those who have • 
recently discovered their religious heritage and have embraced it-the baalei teshuva: 1 
Parents of baalei teshuva banded together to combat what they perceive as a threat 
to their kinship with their children and their infl.uence over their destiny. Mr. 
Schnitzer detects an inconsistency in their complaints that borders on hypocricy. 

The Accusations 

A group of parents are complaining bitterly that their 
children were "caught" in the teshuva movement: And 
they are fuming! In fact, they have issued a declaration, 
as follows: 

"This is missionary activity, no different from any 
other form of missionary activity that causes people to 
lose their judgment .... It is outright brainwashing car
ried out through the same methods employed by other 
sects ... the baalei teshuva undergo a process of alienation 
from their social environment, their past, and from 
their very own selves ... they are induced to alter their 
identity through brainwashing practiced by experts in 
the field, for whom no means to an end are too repul
sive .... The result: the transformation of youth into 

Shumel Schnitzer is Editor-in-Chief of Israel's secular daily Maariv. This 
article is based on translation by Michael Gordon, Israel Programs coordinator of 
N.S.C.Y. 
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people who turn their backs on their people and their 
land, do not serve in the Israel Defense Forces, and do 
nothing constructive other than learn Torah .... 

''The phenomenon is spreading like a cancer in our 
body and is liable to send us hundreds of years back into 
the past to a Galut-like mode oflife, backward and sealed 
off from any and all of the values of modern, progres
sive human society." 

Accusations such as these, growing more heated with 
time, have been appearing with increasing frequency in 
all the news media. 

These parents, who see themselves as victims, are 
demanding that a commission of inquiry be established, 
that concrete steps be taken to put an end to this phe
nomenon, which requires governmental intervention. 

A Closer Look: No Brainwash 

When we take a closer look at specific cases it becomes 
clear that the descriptions may well be inappropriate. 
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Those involved are not children who are easily manipu
lated. They are mature people, fully responsible for 
their actions. Many baalei teshuva served in the army, and 
even began the teshuva process during their army 
service. 

Not once was use of any illegitimate means demon
strated. In most cases, people have been convinced 
solely through force of argument-simply a matter of 
people who came of their own accord and remained 
because they were interested in what they heard; and 
they reached the conclusion that their life-style should 
be changed. 

The word" coercion," often tossed around, is certainly 
as out of place as the term "brainwashing." Evidently, in 
many cases a struggle for the soul of the young people 
has taken place between the teachers they have chosen 
and their parents-and their teachers' influence has 
won. It's not easy for parents to admit that they have 
been defeated in a fair ideological fight. Far more accep
table to them is the premise that their opponents used 
underhanded, and perhaps even illegal methods. 

freedom of "Religious Choice" 

We hear cries for freedom of religion, but the princi
ples of religious freedom cannot be applied in one direc
tion only. Our society has been undergoing a long, 
steady process of secularization. Children of parents 
who observed the mitzvol (commandments) abandon the 
customs of their fathers and forefathers; they lead a life 
unencumbered by tradition and religious prohibitions. 
Nearly every secular home in Israel can testify to this 
trend. 

Is there anyone in the secular community who cannot 
recall a father's or grandfather's home where Shabbat 
and other mitzvot were observed, and where, possibly, 
Torah was studied on a regular basis? 

No one would advocate the idea that society has the 
right to stop this process and to rule that anyone whose 
parents observe mitzvot must also do so. And no one 
would claim that the influence of society, the youth 
movement, the neighborhood, the political party-or 
any other of the sources that can bring a person to 
change lifestyles-is manifested through brainwashing. 

No one has ever demanded that a commission of 
inquiry be set up to investigate why children of the 
faithful have strayed from the path. And if anyone did 
make such a suggestion, it's fairly certain that he would 
be referred to a psychiatrist. 

The question we must grapple with is: Should this 
free choice be restricted only to those who throw off the 
yoke of Torah and mitzvot? Or should it be assured to the 
same degree to those who go in the opposite direction? 

Only an Israeli society that unabashedly embraced a 
double standard would classify the unshackling of reli
gious obligations as a strictly private matter, while mak
ing the acceptance of rnitzvot a matter for a commission 
of inquiry. 
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The Pain is Genuine-Both Times 

I am convinced that the pain exhibited by the parents 
whose children began finding fault with them, and 
stopped eating at home, is sincere and deep. The 
anguish of parents who lose touch with their offspring 
is no light matter. When parents can no longer find 
common language with their son or daughter, when 
they no longer participate in his or her most meaningful 
experiences, when the child finds fault with their life
style and is no longer willing to take part in it ... they 
are unquestionably worthy of sympathy. 

But, so is the child. The child is not immune to pain 
any more than his or her parents; he suffers no less 
from the separation than they do, and does not flee 
from the warm home in joy. 

The breach is probably no less painful when the roles 
are reversed when the child who grows up in a religious 
home abandons a life of milzvol. Here, too, the tie 
between parents and children is weakened. If in the first 
instance the child refuses to eat at his parents' home 
because kashrut is not observed, in the second the par
ents cannot eat in the children's home for the exact 
same reason. 

I do not think that anyone is authorized to render a 
verdict as to whose sorrow is greater. Yet for some 
reason, our society automatically assumes that the reli
gious father of a child who adopts a secular life style 
must wrestle with the problem by himself, and has no 
recourse to the media or to members of Knesset. 

Orthodoxy: No Mystic Cult 

Orthodox Jewry is not a mystic cult, and only some
one who has no concept of its essence could make the 
accusation that it "leads young people away from their 
people and their land." The loyalty of religious Jews to 
the land and people of Israel can match that of secular 
Jews, for the very existence of this bond to land and 
people through the generations in inseparable from 
Jewish faith. 

What the agitated parents of the baalei teshuva are 
incapable of understanding is that there are people for 
whom faith is a spiritual need, just as air and bread are 
physical needs of all people. A secular way of life can 
provide a person with everything-material needs, cul
tural outlets, social status, professional success and var
ious pleasures-everything, with one exception. It can
not offer something to believe in with heart and soul, to 
work for with all one's strength and ability, and even to 
suffer for with joy. 

filling the Spiritual Void 

There were days when Zionism and chalulziul (pio
neering) filled this void. These movements gave the 
young person an idea that he could cling to with all his 
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might, an idea worthy of abandoning a warm home, 
comforts and pleasures for; an ideal to sacrifice one's life 
for, if need be. 

In today's hedonistic society, in which achievement 
and monetary success are the essence, many of the 
outlets for devotion to an ideal and for aspiration to 
purity and holiness have been blocked off. Herein lies 
the explanation for the success of various sects which, 
despite their detachment from the Jewish world, have 
been able to give an added dimension to life: freedom 
from physical needs and a belief in non-material values. 

If sects totally alien to Judaism have successfully 
attracted Jews for these reasons, then it is all the more 
reasonable that a movement of return to Jewish sources
which are, after all, the authentic roots of our exist
ence-would meet with success as well. 

The Modem, Progressive Letdown 

It is precisely the "values of modern progressive 
society" that have let us down. Modern society has not 
only negated religious aspirations and ideas, but also 
finds it difficult to implement its own values. Permis
siveness is so extreme, it is eroding the family structure; 
in its quest for total freedom, modern society has nulli
fied all prohibitions against abomination and profanity. 

"Modernization" has undermined elementary values 
such as respect for religion, love of homeland, basic 
honesty, and mutual consideration. Modern society 
offers no anchor for a person adrift; it is a raft that is 
breaking apart tugged by every current-with no idea 
as to whether it will stop, or how. 

Evidently, modernization does not have much to 
offer a young person who has grown up in a world 
devoid of belief and who is searching desperately for 
something to hold onto in life. The young person's 
father may have left his grandfather's home to go to 
Israel. Now, the young person is leaving his father's 
home, in a similarly rebellious act, to come home to the 
faith that had been abandoned. I.! 

FEIVEL KIRSNENBAUM, Ph.D. 
FINANCIAL ADVISER 

Expertise in financial planning, investment 
selection, tax strategies, retirement and estate 
planning. 

Registered Investment Adviser. Twenty years 
of experience in financial analysis. No sales or 
commissions. Absolute confidentiality. 

(914) 352-1919 
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A Basic Torah Classic 
/br every Jewish Home 

MISHNAH BERURAH 
Laws of Shabbos 
Part A, Part B, and newly published 
Part C 
Ever since it first appeared, MISHNAH 
BERURAH-the Chafetz Chaim's matchless 
commentary on Shulchan Aruch, Orach 
Chaim-has been the authoritative halachic 
guide to daily Jewish life in our time. 

In a signal achievement, the first three 
English volumes of the MISHNAH 
BERURAH have been published. The 
precise English translation which faces the 
original Hebrew text has been prepared by a 
scholarly staff under the editorship of 
Rabbis Aharon Feldman and Avie! 
Orenstein. Included are comments and 
explanatory notes. An invaluable work 
which makes the MISHNAH BERURAH 
accessible to every observant Jew. 

Available in two sizes: 
regular (6x9 in.), and large (8xlOl/2 in.). 

Part A, 242-~73: regular $11.95 
large 14.95 

Part B, 274-307: regular $11.95 
large 14.95 

*Part C, 308-324: regular $13.95 

•newly published 
large 17.95 

0 Send for Feldhe1m's new•l 985 Catalog 

f:fJ FELDHEIM PUBLISHERS 
96 East Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10002 
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Your neighborhood 
bank wants to lend 

you a Good Neighbor 
Business 

Loan. 

"I borrowed money to have more working 
capital for my business. I also found a busi· 
ness partner to work with." Mr_ !'10..,1w ootdm,m 

"I figured it was time to expand my import I 
export business. Community National Bank 
provided the money I needed to open up new 
worlds for me." Mr. Cl<1H(/io T1cbihc/1 

"Spevack Medical needed money to buy more 
inventory. A loan from Community National 
Bank met its need." 11r. Josep/1 :,1einnwll 

You're looking at three very satisfied 
Community National Bank customers. 

They're in very different businesses and 
needed money for different reasons. Yet 
they have one thing in common. They all 
qualified for a Good Neighbor Business Loan 
from Community National Bank. 

"I found the bankers at Community National 
Bank were businessmen themselves," said 
Joseph Steinmetz. "And that's good, be
cause no one understands my thinking better 
than another businessman." 

"Personally, I got more than just a loan 
from Community National," said Moshe 
Goldman. "I got professional advice from 
an experienced money manager on how to 
manage all my money." 

"I chose Community National Bank because 
it had a lot to offer my company," said 
Claudio Trebitsch. "Loans. business check· 
ing. payroll management. pension plans. You 
name it, they had it." 

Call the Community National Bank office, 
located in the heart of Born ParkJor more 
details about our Good Neighbor Business 
Loans and all our business services. 

You see, our philosophy in business is very 
simple: for us. there's no better business 
than helping your business. 

COMMUNITY NATIONAL BANK 
and Trust Company of New York 

'Ycwz/af!e U/ZVCCe /rbg~~:ENnrn 
Located in the heart of Baro Park at 5005 I 3th Avenue. 436·6900 

~ -- - "',,,,_ ---- - - . 



A searching 
"stranger" takes us 

on his voyage 
of discovery of the 
world of yeshivos, 

and opens our eyes 
to its blessings 

The 
Wanderer 
. . . and the Jew 

Master of the Domain or Stranger in Exile? 

I was a shy child, unable to shake the feeling that I was 
a stranger to this world, as though I had wandered 
through a door marked, "authorized personnel only." I 
look back on my life thus far as a struggle between the 
desire to master the situations, the forces I encountered, 
and the feeling of being a stranger. ... I came to recog
nize that a similar struggle is contained in the history 
and beliefs of the Jewish people. 

Suburban public school and Conservative Hebrew 
School sometimes encouraged and sometimes clouded 
the wish to explore the subjects taught. When Ileft high 
school and went to the University of Chicago, I main
tained only a slight connection to Judaism, the Jews I 
knew seeming little different from the world at large. 
sometimes nice, sometimes not, and all the while 
vaguely unfamiliar. During college and several years of 
working in data processing in California, I aspired to 
become a Renaissance Man, to learn to do everything 

Yaakov Gruber is currently studying in Yeshiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin in 
Brooklyn. This essay is based on an address he delivered af a dinner on behalf of 
Yeshiva Kol Yaakov, of Monsey, where he was /hen studying. 
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well. Included in this wish, perhaps at the core of this 
wish, was the desire to master myself, to explore the 
abilities hidden within me, to learn how to free them, to 
learn how to grow. In all those years of searching, I 
found only a few ideas and people who offered me even 
a slight smell of what home might be ... and the over
whelming feeling of strangeness remained. 

After three years of working, I took off time to travel. 
The experiences I encountered brought into focus the 
seeming contradiction between the wish to enjoy the 
beauty of life and the feeling of being a stranger, both 
amplified by travelling. I began to understand that the 
fragility of what we encounter in life, the brevity of our 
encounters, and the superficial quality of our experiences 
all help us to realize the preciousness of each moment of 
life. And I saw that the stranger, the wanderer is often 
aware that his life is composed of short lived op
portunities. 

A Completely Different Judaism 

I came to Israel intending to stay one month, and left 
eight months later, having spent most of the time in a 
Yeshiva. I had been shocked by what I found. Torah 
Judaism was completely different from the Judaism of 
my childhood .... And more-in the approach to learn
ing and personal growth, in the philosophy, the actions 
and the people-I touched something called "home." 
The place, the building, the institution and its particular 
approach to education were not what had attracted and 
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held me, even though these factors were not insignifi
cant. Rather, it was this touch of home. 

I returned to the States to visit my parents and 
decided to search for another yeshiva where I could feel 
that I was in the world in a yeshiva, rather than in a 
yeshiva world. I wanted more connection with the 
community of Torah Jews who were working and learn
ing. 

A friend recommended a yeshiva where one rabbi 
after another impressed me with his ability to face diffi
cult questions on living and explore them: If the answer 
is not completely satisfactory or understood, he is able 
to act in accordance with the best answer-yet live 
with the question. Most of us seek an immediate, final 
answer to difficult questions so we can then bury our 
questions. It is easier. But in yeshiva, I've had rabbis 
even give the simpler answer, "I don't know/' with no 
pretense ... still looking for an answer, while still living 
with the question. 

There were additional forces that influenced me to 
stay, once I had arrived. One such force was the consist
ant warmth which I felt from the students and rabbis 
there. Concern did not end at a pre-arranged time, like a 
college orientation period. It was not restricted to some
one's few, free hours. No distinction was made between 
helping someone in a task of learning ... and a task of 
living. 

No Distinction Between Living and Learning 

In general, the yeshiva makes no clear distinction 
between living and learning. True, a yeshiva is a place 
where one may explore abstract questions, whose appli
cation to day-to-day living is obscure, but this is not 
done at the expense of the exploration of questions of 
how to live. Each has its place, without being isolated 
from the other. There is no department of legal studies, 
no department of Jewish Philosophy, no department of 
education. 

There are no expert 'Talmudists' in the yeshiva, iso
lated from the concerns of life, divorced from the strug
gles and joys of living. A learning session with a rabbi is 
a mixture of the abstract and the'immediate. A personal 
discussion is not that of a detached observer and a 
passive subject, but that of two people: one more expe
rienced, one less. Theirs is an exchange of thought and 
feeling, a meeting of two spirits, facing each other. 

The doors of the yeshiva keep out the cold and the 
wind. They do not keep out the community nor impri
son the students. I often sit in strange dining rooms of 
people I have never met before, eat a meal, and 
wonder-why is it so easy for them to treat me as 
family? Why is it so easy for me to treat them as family? 
And the children-there is such fire, such spirit in them. 
They are able to be children and to begin learning at an 
early age .... Imagine a large table of people listening to 
the voice of a small child, telling what he knows of a 
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subject. The process of learning is precious, whether it 
occurs in a simple young child ... or in a great aged man. 

Competence in Growthmanship 

What skills are sought by the students in the yeshiva? 
What do we seek to become competent to do? We wish 
to learn how to open our minds and our hearts to the 
great wealth of knowledge in the Torah-written 
Torah in books; oral Torah-the lives, the actions and 
voices of Torah Jews who are great in learning and 
living. We seek to become competent in the skill of how 
to grow. 

But a time comes when a student must step out from 
living in the yeshiva and build a family, taking a differ
ent role, a larger role, in the community. For most 
yeshiva students, this requires giving up full-time learn
ing in exchange for a full-time job and part-time learn
ing schedule. 

Having mastered basic learning skills, we go out to 
face new challenges. Through all of life, we are continu
ally faced with new situations that demand us to 
become greater. We cannot remain in some spiritual 
resting place, comfortable in what we know . .. we seek 
to master new ground. We are wanderers, always 
seeking. 

We see this idea on a larger scale as a trait of the 
Jewish people throughout the vast majority of our his
tory. We moved from place to place, seeking to build a 
Torah life under new conditions. However, we are not 
vagabonds. We seek mastery of the challenges of a new 
place, as well as its special contributions to our joys ... 
and we take on the responsibilities demanded of us, as 
long as they do not conflict with the Torah. 

From Oasis to Oasis ... to Home. 

Nevertheless, we do not wish to make these places 
permanent homes, to make them ours. We are able to 
enjoy, to be responsible for, to learn from even that 
which we do not possess. The only place in this world 
that we would dare call home, would be an Israel filled 
with a clear knowledge of G-d. Such a knowledge and 
such an Israel are still beyond us. Even when I will live in 
the land of Israel, as I hope to, I will remain a wanderer, 
for the Israel we know is only a shadow, however beau
tiful, of what it will be. 

In our times we can know only oases, temporary 
resting places to recover our strength for the next part 
of the journey. We try to fill these places with a Jewish 
spirit so we can rest there temporarily, yet live a full 
Torah life ... and what is the essence of that spirit? 

It is the spirit of the Jewish child who begins life as a 
stranger, each moment its own world. A child's life is 
like a spring that leaps from a cliff, a river that flows into 
the sea ... constantly reaching beyond itself. We must 
capture that spirit. LI 
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NEXT WEEK IN JERUSALEM 

NOW IS THE Perfect= 0 
> TIME 

WE HAVE THE Perfect= 0 
>PRICE 

$&4900 
•El Al Roundtrlp 
•s Days/5 Nights 

1st Class Hotel 
*Full Israeli Breakfast 
"'Free Car-5 Days 
•Travel Bag and 

"Asslmonan" 

*Based on Double Occupancy. 

s&4900 
•El Al Roundtrlp 
'3 Nights 

Central Hotel Jerusalem 
*Full Israeli Breakfast 
•only 4 Star 

Glatt Kosher Hotel 

* Additional Nights Available At Reduced Rates. 

ISRAEL AND SWITZERLAND 

5pECIA'- $54900 
• Round trip air to Israel and Switzerland 
• 2 Free nights hotel in Switzer/and 
• Free city sightseeing tour in Switzerland 
• Free city transportation tor one day in Switzerland 

Pert ec ...... u" ........ ~~-:--' 
227-6520 ravel 

26 CANAL STREET I NEW YORK 10002 
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Choose from four gift-sets of worthwhile, lasting 
and enjoyable books ... true Torah Literature of 
Quality ... at a special Chanuka discount of $1.00 
per volume over and above our already reduced 
prices for sets! Bring the attached coupon to 
your local bookseller and enjoy a doubly. 
reduced bargain and a wonderful set of Torah 
books to treasure. This offer good until the 8th 
day of Chanuka n"~'t"' (1984). 

THREE MAJOR WORKS BY 
RABBEINU MOSHE CHAIM 
LUZZATTO 
The Path of the lust 

c•i'll' "~'~" 
The Wav of G-d 
C'llM 1i'T 
The Knowing Heart 
,,,,,,,, Jl)l'T 

Three volumes, hardcover. 
Boxed set price $29.95 
(a regular $34.85 value) 
Save an additional $3.00 
vvith our Chanuka coupon! 

THE BOOK OF OUR HERITAGE 
by ELIY AHU KITOV 

Three volumes, hardcover. 
Boxed set price $33.95. 

Save $3.00 with our Chanuka coupon. 

SAMSON RAPHAEL HIRSCH SERIES 
Psalms and Siddur 

Two volumes, hardcover. 
Boxed set price $25.95 (a regular $28.90 value) 
Save an additional $2.00 with our Chanuka coupon. 

JEP (JEWISH EDUCATION PROGRAM) SERIES 
Lehovin Ulehaskil: Lilmod Ulelamade; 
Lishmon:~ V'Laasos: Menucha V'Simcha 
Four volumes, hardcover. 
Boxed set price $33.00 
Save $4.00 with our Chanuka coupon. 

·- - -- - - - - -- - - - - - -- - -- -- - - -- - - - -- - -- --- -- - -- - - - -- - - ---
cot ·ro!'i FOR FEtDHEl'1 PUBLISHERS CHANUKA COUPON SALE 1984 - M"tl'Ol'I 

Bring coupon to vour local bookseller. It entitles vou to a special Chanuka discount 
of $1.00 per volume, This offer good Ohly until the last day of Chanuka 1984, 
Number of sets purchased: 
_ RAMCHAL SET $3.00 _ HIRSCH SET $2.00 
_HERITAGE $3.00 _ JEP $4.00 

Tota! Discount $ ------

Dealer·s Name 



Doesn't every tourist seek souvenirs from his more exotic or exciting stops? 
SHEPSI SABADENA spent this past Succos in Jerusalem, and craves the ultimate 
reminder of his visit: 

WALL CHIPS 

"U VNEI OSAH-and build it soon in our days ... and 
restore the throne of David quickly." 

The music blasts off the time-burnished stones, and 
young couples push children in carriages through the 
cobbled alleyways of the Old City. I leap up two steps 
at a time, frustrated by the grouping of three, 
dwarfed by the flights of twenty, but 1 too want to 
join the Simcha. "Whoever did not witness the Simcha 
of Drawing Water for the Temple never saw a Sim
cha," says the Mishna, and even though this was only a 
pale reminder of that Simcha, it's the best we have, and 
I don't want to be left out. 

In the courtyard of the Yeshiva: the band gathers 
together the echoes of joys past and blasts them out 
again in all directions. The singers dance, and the 
dancers sing, hand clasping hand in a constantly wid
ening circle: Yeshiva students, long-haired tourists 
(there are still some around), older chassidim ... differ
ences pronounced, not blended, forming a chain of 
harmony and joy. 

The Gemora says-What do lzaddikim sing at the Sim
cha Beis Hashoeiva? "Blessed is our youth that shames 
not our old age!" And what do baalei teshuva sing? 
"Blessed is our maturity that atones for our youth!"** 
All are there, singing and blessing their youth and 
their age! 

I check my watch and find that I have little time 
left, so I bound down the 142 steps that separate me 

Shepsi Sabadena, a graduate of American yeshivos, spends as much time as 
possible in Jerusalem-even when home in Brooklyn. This is his first appearances in 
these pages. 
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from the Wall Plaza, and with a joy like no other joy I 
had ever known, I daven Maariv. 

A rhythm throbs in my head, and finds expression 
in my swaying as I daven. I cannot trace its source until 
I reach the words in the Shmoneh Esrei: "Uvnei Osah
and rebuild that city, restore the throne of David," 
quickly, swiftly, soon, in our days ... now! Instead of 
sobs of yearning, I feel sobs of joy: Now! 

I left the Wall after Moariv, and dug my hands into 
my jacket pockets, fingering lint, searching for chips. 
And now, in go/a, I want those chips of joyful, hopeful, 
redeeming Wall. Now! 

SATURDAY NIGHT, the tourists find other haunts, and 
leave the Wall bathed in the memories of the departed 
Sabbath. There, the timeless, otherworldly kedusha of 
Shabbos lingers on. 

The dayan of Geulah, Reb Leib comes, waiting for 
his faithful ten to gather two hours after sundown. 
This time I'm one of them. I plant myself a meter dis
tant from the Wall. But I feel as though I'm gripping 
it. "V'hu rachum-and He is merciful. ... "I need His 
mercy to carry me on through the rest of the week, 

*Aish HaTorah 

**Succos 53a 
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so I "grab" on to His Wall, and-through the Shma and 
Amida, it doesn't let me go .... Second "Borchu," 
"A/einu," and the dayan summons his cohorts to join 
him in a "Kappitel Tillim," and then intones a Mi Sheber
ach for a startlingly long list of sick people. Each of the 
participants seems to know another ailing person in 
need of a refu'ah, and whispers the name to Reb 
Noach. And, eyes clenched, Reb Noach responds: 
"Sarah bas Leah." "Sarah bas Leah ... ""Yisroel ben 
Tzipporah." Yisroel hen Tzipporah .. . ""Nissan ben 
Chaya Dina." "Nissan hen Chaya Dina ... " The chassid in 
shtreimel ... the brick-red bearded Amerikaner and his 
little boy with brick-red payos curling down his cheek, 
lying on three chairs ... the olive-skinned Sephardi in 
colorfully crocheted kipa ... the deep-voiced yeshiva 
fellow booming Yehei Shmei Rabba. Each one was there, 
and will be there again next week. And I am here, 
oceans and continents away. 

Give me chips of Motzaei Shabbos at the Wall. With
out it, how can I face weekday? 

As EVERYONE in Jerusalem knows, Monday, Chol 
HaMoed is the day for a special Birkas Kohanim. At 9:45, 
hundreds-perhaps thousands-of Kohanim come to 
the Kosel to bestow their blessing upon Kial Yisroel. 
Egged bus service is at its finest, dumping busloads of 
passengers into the shuk (the Arab market), which is 
an obstacle course par excellence. Women and child
ren leap over the Arabs' wares, twin strollers get 
snarled in massive grid-locks; Jews want to hear the 
Sons of Aaron unite their voices in priestly blessing. 

The area before the Wall overflows with the festive 
crowd-up the steps beyond the plaza. The Chazan 
intones the Chazoras Hashatz, and a rustle of lallis
bedecked men dominate the space immediately by the 
Wall. 

"Kohanim!" You can hear the shush becoming a 
hush. A stray voice, an embarrassed giggle, and then 
silence. The Source of all blessings chants through the 
white breakers of bobbing talleisim: "Yevorechacha." And 
the hearts respond: Bless me! Bless me Father! ... 
"Veyishmerecha-and watch over me." Protect my bless
ings, and protect me from my blessing, which come 
from You! "Shalom-establish peace for you": Grant 
me and my fellows that inner peace that permits us to 
live in peace with one another. 

So it went. Blessings, Source of blessings, Bestow
ers of blesings. And the blessed. All one in a magnifi
cent moment at the Wall. 

Could I please have that chip of time, of blessed 
time, with me to help me receive the Kohain's blessings 
whenever, wherever they ascend the bima? 
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WHO EVER said that Hoshana Rabba is a time for the 
Kosel-at daybreak? At least a few thousand were sure 
that it was-and then again, where else should one 
complete the Three Weeks of Awesome Reckoning, if 
not at that point where the Judge meets His people? 
What better place to plead for Divine mercy? So we 
drive through the dark streets of Me' ah She'arim, 
through the Jaffa Gate and into a massive traffic jam. 
We leave the car in the Rova Yehudi parking area, 
race down the steep Rechov Batei Machse and find a 
number of minyanim taking shape in the amorphous 
darkness of the Kosel Plaza. For some reason the 
floodlights are not on. 

I wrap myself in my tallis, and begin Shacharis in the 
waning darkness of pre-dawn Jerusalem. "Is the East
ern sky lit up yet?'" Yes. With an unexpected bolt of 
lightning. Barkai' Thunder rolls in the heavens, and 
appropriate blessings for natural phenomena rumble 
on that spot of earth so close to the heavens. 

Brachos . .. the Akeida: Abraham's willingness to offer 
his son, his only son, Isaac, as a sacrifice on an altar 
just a few meters beyond that Wall, and here we 
are-feeling a splatter of rain on my forehead. The 
minyan I chose progresses, and so do I through the 
Verses of Song-and a few more drops-large, Jerusa
lem raindrops invade my space . ... One minyan after 
another edges, lurches, toward the sheltered "cave," 
further north along the Wall. But they have been pre
ceded bv others. There is no room. 

"Borchu. _ ."I bow toward the Wall in response to 
the Chazan's call, and the drops increase in their tempo. 
I eye my companion, and raise an eyebrow: Nu? He 
replies with his shoulder: How can we leave in the 
middle of davening? 

The drops become a sheet, and the sheet becomes 
buckets. Flashes of lightning help me approach the 
words of the Shma. I tug on my tallis to protect my 
head and my hand becomes soaked on contact. 

What to do? Daven on. You couldn't possibly become 
wetter, an inner voice says, so you may as well pre
tend you're in the sunshine. A glance at my watch 
tells me that we're a minute away from sunrise, and 
the drenched (I assume) Chazan proclaims "Ezras"-a 
minute away from Shmoneh Esrei. 

The rain-filtered light illuminates the words on my 
Siddur, and the words curl on the puckered paper, and 
ask me: Did you ever soak my pages with tears? 
Your grandfather used to. Why must I be wet with 
pure rain water? Why not with the purer salt of your 
tears? 

"'From the A1ishna in Yoma 
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Me? I never cry in my Siddur. It's not me. It's phony. 
And my heart will be busy with pride for my intensity 
of devotion. Not me. 

I bend over to shelter the Siddur from the cloud's 
clean tears, and concentrate on the words: "Grant us 
wisdom ... Return us ... Forgive ... Heal us our rifts 
. . . Cure us our ailments ... "and the Siddur continues 
to dampen. The words blur-or is it my eyes? I do 
want those words to continue to prompt my heart, to 
coax my lips to speak to that Ear that appends the 
Wall .... I try to clear my eyes but my hand is too 
wet, my sleeve saturated. "Return us our judges ... 
Rebuild the City ... Restore the Throne .... !" 

My shoes squish as I retreat three steps from my 
soaking encounter. My companion seems lost in a 
downpour of his own. A few moments, and then he 
grabs me by my spongy jacket. "It's not clearing up. 
We1l finish somewhere else." First we bless on the 
Four Species-wave them off into rain around, above 
and below, and depart. 

That rain-soaked Wall, that tear-soaked Siddur. That 
chip of time. Will I ever find it again? 

• • • 

l''l'f:t~) '!V::I 
Kosher Le'mehadri:n 

Under the hashgocho of Rabbi J.J. Speigel 
of Brooklyn. 

ask for Dagim 
from the people who know fish best. 

•Frozen: 
Flounder • Sole • Cod 

•Canned: 
Blueback and Pink Salmon 

Light and While Tuna 
• Breaded and unbreaded portions 

in a complete variety of sizes and shapes 

P.S. Hotels, Nursin:g Homes, Restaurants: 
Alt our products <tre <tvaila.ble in 

institution.a.I packs. 
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THE WALL stands silent, carved by time, chipped by 
exposure to the elements. Could my heart also yield 
to my exposure to the elements? Granite, yes. But let 
it give way. And then, when I daven Maariv in the 
shtiebel around the corner in Brooklyn, on Motzaei Shab
bos, 111 let Reb Leib's summons to join a brotherhood 
of care carve a chip-a Wall chip-in my heart. ... 

When my friend's foot smashes a glass under the 
chupa, and all shout "Maze! Tov!" my feet can dance to 
the joyful tempo of a Simcha Beis Hashoeiva in Jerusalem, 
rebuilding the City, restoring the Throne with chips 
of glass and chips of Wall .... 

I think I can reach deeply into my crevices of stone. 
I might-I just might-find a wellspring of tears that 
once flowed in a cloudburst on Hoshana Rabba. It's cap
tured in a Wall chip of time in the stones of my heart. 
It's surely there .... 

And then it will be easier to find Divine blessings 
and protection under the sun-splendored Wall of 
Stone, a Wall from which echo priestly blessings, Wall 
chips still glistening from yesterday's tear-pour of 
faith. Blessings that follow us, wherever we go, if we 
only let them. ''I'. 

Exclusive Caterers at the Elegant 

COTILLION TERRACE 
7307 18th Avenue 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Open Chupa-Glatt Kosher 

Accommodations Up To 700 Persons 
We also cater for all your simchas 

Bris, Kiddushes, Sheva Brochas. etc. 
at home, synagogue. or the hall of your choice 

CALL MR. GREENFIELD 436-2112 

NEW "li'1107li i'1'1'll17p':~rn~" 
Ii-~ JiKO O\l~Jy Ki~o7 l-•il"il c~J~J'~,'i'i ii.liE!O 

Available at your bookstore 
M.S. SPIEGEL 

90 Eldridge Street 
New York City 
(212) 226-4331 
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The Jewish Education Program 
ofMonsey 

is in dire need of a 
COPYING MACHINE 

If you can help 
please call: 

(914) 352-7556 
Contributions are tax deductible 

announces 

MACHON TORAH TAPE LIBRARY 
Shiurim by Rabbi Ezriel Tauber, 
Menahel, MECHON HAHOYROA 

HASHKOFO & CHIZUK 
for Bnai Torah and Advanced Beginners 

Over 250 Informative, Dynamic 90-minute 
Tapes in English, Hebrew and Yiddish 

Library: 5916-18th Ave., Boro Park 
Library Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 10am-5pm 

Mons. 10am-9pm 
Annual Membership: Adults $10.00 

Students $5.00 
Or Tapes may be purchased: 
$2.75 per tape+ .75~ postage 
Most Popular Tapes: 
# 50 The Torah Concept of Marriage 
# 73 The Holocaust: In the Torah 
#149 The Real Bitachon 
#261 My Only Request of HaShem 

---------------------
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ORDER FORM 
O I should like to join the Tape Library and enclose 

$ membership fee. 
D l should like to purchase tape/s # __ _ 

t enclose$~--
0 Please send Free List of Tapes. 

NAMES __________ _ 

ADDRESS _ ______ ZIP __ _ 

TEL:-----------
PLEASE make tax deductible check or M.O. 
payable to; The Ladies Auxiliary, ME CHON HA
HAOYROA, 5916-18th Avenue, B'klyn, NY 11204 
or call (212) 232-0070. 

--

Soro Park. B'klyn East Side, NYC. 
4717-13th Ave.(718) 853-8888 51 Canal St. 

Lowest Prices! Big Savings! 

COME IN and $AVE 
WE CARRY A FULL LINE of 

• CAMERAS• RADIOS• TVs• STEREOS 
•VIDEOS• TELEPHONES• GIFTS 

•WATCHES• WALL CLOCKS 
AUTHORIZED SEIKO, PULSAR, BULOVA, DEALER 

WE HAVE A FULL LINE OF 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 

for EXPORT 220 V 
RECORDS• TAPES 

7HOUR 
DEVELOPING SERVICE 

50°/o OFF 

FOURTH ANNUAL 
YARCHEI KALLAH 

Sponsored by 

BETH MEDRASH GOVOHA, 
Lakewood, N.J. 

and 
KHAL ADA TH JESHURUN, 

Washington Heights, N.Y. 
to take place ii"~K 

i1 110tvli Ii:l~ '~ - Y'?OJ ~11 ~ 

December 23, 1984 - January 2, 1985 
9:30 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 
HOT LUNCH SERVED 

AT DOMBROV BETH MED RASH 
187th & Bennett Aves,, N.Y.C. 

Rosh Ha yeshiva: Rav Don Ungarisher x11e~?w 
Beth Medrash Elyon 

Maggid Shiur: Rav Psachya Fried K"tl'7W 
Boro Park 

FOR REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION: 
MOSHE FULDA AARON JACOBS 

(2 I 2) 70I-4945 Office (9I 4) 368· I 100 Office 
(212) 928-4538 Home (914) 425-6866 Home 
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Taking Flight With 
a Mitzva 

The story of one man's persistent 
search for the correct way 

to fulfill a mitzva that has suffered 
obscurity for generations. 

Would-Be Rescuers 

If you ever had the privilege to walk the streets of 
Jerusalem after dark, you may have had occasion to 
witness a strange scene: The streets are quiet; an aura of 
calm has descended upon the holy city. Suddenly, seem
ingly from out of nowhere, come three or four religious 
Jews dressed in traditional garb. Two of them are lug
ging a huge ladder and are moving down the street as 
fast as the weight they are carrying will allow. Another 
man is running alongside, long stick in hand. You may 
have assumed, for lack of a better explanation, that a 
fire had broken out and these would-be rescuers are 
prepared to scale the ladder and smash open windows 
with their stick if necessary. 

Not so. These people are on their way to perform a 
rare and unique mitzva. 

Rabbi Dan Schwarz left his home in Ru mania to settle 
in Eretz Yisroel some twenty-four years ago. Upon his 
arrival in the Holy Land, he took up residence in the 
Me' ah She' a rim section of Jerusalem. Like many of Jeru
salem's scholars, he earned a livelihood by making lash
rnishei kedusha (religious articles), specializing in the pro
duction of ballim for tefillin. 

One day, soon after his arrival in Jerusalem, he 
notice~a bird's nest perched atop a tree branch near his 
home. Rabbi Schwarz became excited-here was a 
chance to perform a mitzva that he had never en
countered in his life, that of Shilu'ach HaKein (lit. sending 
of the nest): 

"If a bird's nest chances to be before you ... and the 
mother is sitting upon the young ones of the eggs, do 
not take the mother from upon the young ones. You 

Rabbi Finkelman lellches Gtmorrnh in the Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech in 
Brooklyn, tlnd is the author of two books for /he Artsaoll youth series. 
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shall send away the mother and the children you shall 
take for yourself, so that it may be good for you and 
your days will be lengthened" (Devarim 22:6-7). 

The importance which the Torah attaches to this 
mitzva is evident from the fact that it is one of the very 
few commandments where the Torah explicitly mentions 
the reward for performing it. And the promise "so that 
it will be good for you and your days will be lengthened" 
is surely a bountiful blessing. 

The Immediate Benefit 

The immediate benefits of this commandment are the 
subject of much discussion among the early commenta
tors. Both Ram barn and Ram ban write that Shi/u'ach HaKein 
is one of those mifzvos that train man to be compassion
ate, for he must first send away the mother and only 
then is he to take her young ones. Sefer HaChinuch writes 
that by involving himself with this mifzva, man is forced 
to take note of the miraculous way in which G-d pro
vides all that is necessary for the survival of every living 
creature. This heightens man's awareness of the role 
Divine Providence plays in the world, including the 
sustenance and survival of mankind. 

On an esoteric level, the Zahar writes that the fulfill
ment of mitzvas Shilu'ach HaKein, whereby the fledglings 
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call for their mother's protection, arouses the Heavenly 
attribute of mercy and this, in turn, brings the Final 
Redemption ever closer. 

Given this background, it might be difficult to under
stand why, in the words of the late Satmar Rav ;·~11, 
"Generations have come and gone without having ful
filled the rnilzva of Shilu'ach HaKein." 

Twenty-four years ago when Rabbi Schwarz spotted 
that nest outside his home, he began to understand the 
difficulties involved in performing Shi/u'ach HaKein, and 
why over the years it had become all but forgotten. 

Elusive If Not Impossible 

As he stood there gazing at the nest, Rabbi Schwarz 
remembered that in order to fulfill the rnilzva, the 
mother bird, not the father, must be perched on the 
young ones. How was one to tell the mates apart? Later, 
after studying the laws of the rnilzva in the Shulchan Aruch 
(Yoreh De'ah 292), he became convinced that the proper 
fulfillment of the rnitzva was elusive, if not impossible. 
To cite but a few reasons: 1) The eggs must be owner
less from the moment they are laid. This is a rare phe
nomenon since by Torah law any nest found on some
one's property automatically belongs to the land's 
owner, whether or not he is aware of the nest's exist
ence. 2) The halacha disqualifies beitzirn muzaros, eggs that 
are not fit to hatch (see Mishna Chu/in 12:3) from being 
used in the fulfillment of this rnilzva. For literally 
hundreds of years, it had not been clear how one was to 
discern whether the eggs in any given nest were in fact 
beitzim muzaros. 3) One must 'send away' the bird in order 
to fulfill the mitzva. If the mother flies away upon hear
ing approaching footsteps, as is usually the case, then 
the rnilzva has not been fulfilled. Assuming that some
one knew how to differentiate between the mother bird 
and the father, how could he ever get close enough to 
the nest to clarify the situation without frightening the 
bird away? 

Undaunted by these and other difficulties, too nu
merous to mention, Rabbi Schwarz was determined to 
clarify the details surrounding the mitzva and "restore 
the crown to its original glory." 

How Does a Kosher Bird Live? 

First on the agenda was learning about the living 
habits of kosher birds, the only kind that can be used for 
Shilu'ach HaKein. So he approached ornithologists and 
experienced bird-owners. Most of his dozens of ques
tions were satisfactorily answered, but some remained 
unresolved; and besides, Rabbi Schwarz was not certain 
that his sources could be relied upon for determining 
halacha. There was only one choice-he would have to 
ascertain all practical aspects of the mitzva firsthand. In 

1. as said to Rabbi Schwarz 
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his research, he left no stone unturned. Eventually he 
gave up his practice as a battirn maker so that he could 
devote himself fully to clarifying every detail of thi; 
mitzva. 

Rabbi Schwarz began by spending time in wooded 
areas, hidden behind a tree as the birds went about their 
life. He watched how they built their nests in prepara
tion for the eggs that were soon to come. He ascertained 
not only which was the mother bird, but through noting 
certain changes in the mother bird's normal habits he 
discovered how it was possible to determine the night 
the eggs would be laid. He also determined with clarity 
that after the eggs had been laid, it was almost always 
the father bird who sat on the eggs by day, while the 
night was reserved for the mother. In addition, he was 
able to solve the problem of beitzim muzaros2 to the satis
faction of the greatest halachic authorities of the day. 
He devised a method, also approved by gedolim, by which 
one could circumvent the problem of ownership when 
the eggs are laid on owned property.' Step by step, he 
clarified every detail of the pertinent laws, while becom
ing proficient enough in the field of ornithology to be 
able to determine precisely how long it would take a 
particular species to make its nest, lay the eggs, hatch 
them, and care for the fledglings until they have 
matured past the point when they can be used for the 
mitzva. (See Mishna Chu/in 12:3.) 

As soon as Rabbi Schwarz felt that he had gained a 
certain degree of clarity in the different aspects of Shi
lu'ach HaKein, he not only fulfilled the mitzva himself, but 
sought to help others fulfill it as well. The Midrash 
(Midrash Tanchurna and Yalkut Shirnoni to Devarim 22:7) 
states that the fulfillment of this milzva is considered a 
segula (auspicious) for having children. Over the past 
twenty-four years, Rabbi Schwarz has honored many 
people in need of this blessing with fulfilling Shi/u'ach 
HaKein by directing them to nests and guiding them in 
the performance of the milzva. Rabbi Schwarz happily 
reports that in many such cases the people later 
informed him that their hopes had been realized. 

In 1965, when the late Satmar Rebbe 7"~! visited Erelz 
Yisroel, Rabbi Schwarz met privately with the Rebbe and 
discussed his work. The Rebbe praised Rabbi Schwarz's 
findings as conforming with Torah truth. During that 
visit, the Rebbe fulfilled the rnitzva of Shilu'ach HaKein 

2. His findings on the subject, in brief, are as follows: a) In kosher 
birds such as the dove (to which, incidentally, the Jewish Nation is 
likened), once a bird ceases to mate with its original partner, for 
whatever reason, it will neuer live with a new mate. bl When a female 
bird no longer lives with its mate, it continues to lay eggs, but these 
eggs cannot hatch. These eggs are the beilzim muzaros mentioned in the 
Mishna, c) If the father bird is on the eggs by day (which, as mentioned 
above, is his set time for this function), then the pair are obviously 
still mating and the eggs are not beitzim muzaros. 

3.~-~has~~re~~--~~·~-
want to acquire possession of them in any way. 
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twice, with nests that were shown to him by Rabbi 
Schwarz. 

In all, Rabbi Schwarz spent seventeen years research
ing the practical and halachic aspects of Shilu'ach HaKein. 
Four years ago he published a slim volume on the sub
ject, Kan Tzipor, containing his findings in capsule form, 
from a detailed synopsis of the living habits of kosher 
birds to quotations from the Zoharon the importance of 
the mifzva. A second, much larger edition is scheduled 
for publication in a few months. 

Mitzva in Gola 

It is much easier, Rabbi Schwarz says, to fulfill the 
mitzva in Erefz Yisroel than in other other parts of the 
world. Kosher birds are more commonly found in Eretz 
Yisroel, and the dry weather there during spring and 
summer lends itself more to the making of nests. Also, 
the imperfect construction of many buildings in the 
Holy Land makes it easier for birds to make nests in 
populated areas. A hole left by a missing brick is a 
perfect spot for a nest. 

By no means does this rule out the possibility of 
performing the mitzva outside of the Holy Land. Rabbi 
Schwarz recalls that on a recent trip to Belgium, people 
complained to him that in the city of Antwerp there 
were no nests to be found. He asked to be directed to a 
wooded area. The group soon found itself alongside a 
lake surrounded by towering trees. As the people circled 

the lake's perimeter, Rabbi Schwarz pointed out dozens 
of nests nestled between the trees' branches. The trees 
were unusually tall, but the people in their enthusiasm 
were determined to fulfill the mitzva. They borrowed an 
enormous ladder from a window-cleaning firm. As they 
leaned the ladder against a tree, a large crowd began to 
form, to watch the spectacle. Soon the police arrived, 
demanding to know what was going on. They left after 
being assured that there was nothing to be concerned 
about. 

The new edition of Kan Tzipor will include a special 
section designed to help the Jews in the Diaspora per
form this mitzva. It will include information related to 
the kosher species of birds in the United States, Western 
Europe, Australia and other areas as well.4 

Rabbi Schwarz is so involved in this mitzva that, 
according to his wife, there is hardly room in her kitchen 
for her to do the cooking with the table cluttered with 
sticks, nests, eggs and fledglings. 

Over the past few years, by virtue of his sefer and his 
personal assistance, students in different parts of the 
world have adopted his practice of searching for nests to 
help others to fulfill the commandment. 

A mitzva, once obscure and virtually obsolete for gen
erations, is now being performed all over the world, 
hundreds of times a year. And all thanks to one dedi
cated Jew in the heart of the Holy City. 

4. A brief section on this subject is found in the current editio 

NEW!! 8 oz. HAOLAM Shredded Mozzarella 
perfect for home-made pizza! 

Not just a cheese, 
a traOition... -
Haolam. the mosr trusted name 1n Cholov Yisroe! Kosher Cheese. 
A reputation earned thn)ugh 25 ~'ears llf scrupulous devott<.)n tu 'lualiry 
and kashn1th.W1th 12 delicious variette~. Llnder the strict Rabhinical 
superv1s1t)n ;)f K'ha! Adas Je~hurun, N. Y. 
Hal)lam. a traJit1on you'll t'OJPY keeping. I { 

CholovYisroe1 ~o~ 
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BOOKS 
The Complete ArtScroll Siddur, with new translation 
and anthologized commentary by Rabbi Nosson Scherman 
(Mesorah Publications, NY, 1984, $15.95 hardcover, 
$9.95 pocket sized, softcover) 

All-Inclusive and Most Readable 

There are a variety of objectives that a good Siddur 
should strive to attain. Thus, it should provide a transla
tion which helps the user grasp the meaning of the 
prayers he recites. It should contain a commentary that 
gives a deeper insight into the significance of the tefillos. 
It should include the widest possible range of tefillos, and 
they should be arranged in the most effective and ser
viceable manner. These-and more-features, more
over, must all be fitted into a single volume. It follows 
that the publishers of Siddurim have to make some hard 
decisions as to where to put their primary emphasis. 
Thus the famous Hirsch Siddur stands out on account of 
its profound commentary. The Metzudah Siddur is dis
tinguished in the first place by its pioneering achieve
ment in providing an exact and meaningful linear 
translation. 

The ArtScroll Siddur has set for itself the ambitious 
goal of being well-neigh all-inclusive (Krias Ha Torah, Seli
chos, Yotzros, and Mishnayos for a mourner's house, even 
Birkas Hamazon for the Mourner, which by custom is not 
said, are for instance, all included), and at the same 
time providing a most readable translation of all the 
material (except Krias Ha Torah), as well as a commentary 
and overview, which clarify the ideas behind the prayers 
in full detail. Moreover, summaries of the relevant hala
chos are included at the appropriate places in the Siddur 
(e.g. the laws of the Arba Minim before Hallel!. Not 
surprisingly, the Siddur has a thousand pages, despite the 
fact that a somewhat smaller type-size has been used 
than in other ArtScroll publications. Yet the volume is 
easy to handle, thanks to the use of thin, yet opaque 
paper. 

Even more important is the fact that the graphic 
design and layout of the material, by Rabbi Shea 
Brander, is truly masterful. Special inclusions are print
ed on a shaded background, and clear instructions are 
given throughout, to keep the reader from getting con
fused. The pages are well-organized both from a practi
cal and aesthetic viewpoint, and specific directions for 
the Chazan are included. The binding, too, is both sturdy 
and very handsome. The end result certainly justifies 
the enormous effort that the publishers and editor have 
very obviously put into this work. 
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Other Mesorah Publications 

Other recent publication by Mesorah Publications 
include a separate edition of Pirkei Avos, with an over
view by Rabbi N~sson Scherman, and translation and com
mentary by Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz, excerpted from the 
ArtScroll Siddur (New York, 1984, $6.95 hardcover, 
$3.95 softcover) 

The third volume of Tzenah Ur'enah, covering the 
Sidros of Bamidbar and Devarim, their Haftoras, and the 
Megillos, has now appeared, completing the publication 
in English of this great Jewish classic, translated into 
English by Miriam Stark Zakon (New York, 1984, $14.95 
hardcover $11.95 softcover). 

Finally, there has also apeared another volume in the 
ArtScroll Mishnah Series-Kesubos, with translation 
and commentary by Rabbi A.]. Rosenberg (New York, 
1984, $15.95 hardcover, $12.95 softcover). 

1--MORNING 
CHIZUK 

Don't Leave Home 
Without It! 

Tune in at 7:30 a. m. '.\1onday through Thursdav 
to 91. I FM and hear Morning Chizuk with 

Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser. 

Moming Chizuk is a dail) 1 allH1 pnl)..'Tam pnidut"ed b~· 
Chizuk-"The Torah Link." :\n <i.\.'.L'n;-:,· of Ag:udath Israel \\'orld 
Organization. Each da~·. Mqming Chizuk features a Torah \iew 
on contemporary Jewish !hing with excitm.g 111\Tci Torah. laws and 
1"U>'toms. ~tones and parabk;; 1h;Jl rl'btt· to todm "s tmws 

KARKAINlSRAEL 
Take advantage of the opportunity to purchase 
cemetery plots in Eretz Yisroel in Mifgash Shimshon 
near Yerushalayim through our newly established 
CHEVRAH OSEH CHESED OF AGUDATH ISRAEL 
MeQ1bership in the Chevra entitles one to all benef
its which accompany the services of a Chevra Kadi
sha and interment. When you purchase a plot from 
the Chevra Oseh Chesed of Agudath Israel, you are 
supporting the many Agudist activities especially 
the Pirchei and Bnos activities as well as a Free Loan 
Fund in Israel. 

(212) 791-1800 
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Guide to Ritual Circumcision and Redemption of the 
first Born, by Rabbi Eugene]. Cohen (Ktav, New York, 
1984, $14.50 hardcover, $8.50 softcover) 

This is a useful volume that gathers many data on 
various aspects on Mi/ah and of Pidyon Ha Ben, as well as 
the relevant tefillos. It is a concise but comprehensive 
book, with sources given in the detailed footnotes, and 
there are few common questions that the author does 
not touch on, familiar as he is with the work of the Bris 
Milah Board of New York and the Mt. Sinai Bris Milah 

. \\i\ '11 
! fi 

\~> , /f) 
l>y 
Rabbi Shmuel Kunda 

Look out! ,\'1ove out of the wav! ! The dreidel of Feitel Von 
Zeide! is charging down the street and no one can stop him! 

Feitel Von Zeide!, the richest man in town and all the 
townspeople are driven berserk in this hilarious and outrageous 
Chanukah tale of a dreide! with a mind of its own. 

You too can join the lovable characters and learn the 
happy songs in this wonderful story of the most incredible 
dreidel ever created,on this new ful!·length cassette recording 
by Rabbi Shmuel Kunda, now at a!I bookstores. 
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Musical arrangements by Nachman Klein 
Child Soloists: Tzvi Preiser and Asher Shapiro 

Distributed by Aderet {212) 438·6131 

School (institutions that he considers outstanding com
munity agencies). 

Yet, since he deals with halachic matters, there should 
have been warning to the reader that this work is not a 
halachic text and any questions that arise should be 
submitted to competent rabbinic authorities. The ab
sence of such a warning is particularly regrettable since 
the author makes a number of statements that can be 
questioned as needing clarification or being in dispute. 
The author rules that melzilzah directly by mouth 
"should be avoided and one of the aforementioned 
methods substituted," as one of which he lists pressure 
by gauze (p. 130); he quotes, without qualification or 
elaboration, a statement that" should the jaundice per
sist, we must wait seven days, beginning the count 
when the child is well" (p. 17); in the case of a convert, 
"the mohel makes the first and last incisions. The major 
part of the Bris Milah is performed by a urologist," 
though the author adds that "there are some mohelim 
who are trained to do this type of circumcision" (p. 34); 
in order to name a child after a deceased person, "it is 
permissible to use only part of the name, or even only 
the first consonant" (p. 7; no source quoted). 

The texts of the tefillos that are included will be of 
great value to the general reader. For the benefit of the 
unlearned who may be called upon to participate, the 
author provides not only translation but also trans
literation. (However, he uses the name Yiluhak, rather 
than the customary Yis'chak, in the "naming prayer" at 
the Bris Milah.) The author stresses the character of the 
Bris as a religious rather than surgical procedure, and 
the need to select pious persons as circumciser and 
Sandek-reminders that are very much in place for the 
wider public to whom this book is addressed. 

The Halacha and Beyond, by Rabbi Zechariah Fendel 
(Hashkafa Publications, New York, 1983, $10.50) 

Rabbi Fendel's earlier works in the Hashkafa Library 
Series have dealt with the history of the Torah's trans
mission (notably, Legacy of Sinai) and with basic Torah 
concepts as applied in today's world-such as creation in 
relation to science, or commandments in relation to 
modern hedonism and permisiveness. The present 
volume is designed as the first in a series of works 
devoted to Torah ethics-character traits and develop
ment and interpersonal relationships-and deals with 
judicial and commercial ethics. These are areas that are 
governed not only by halacha, the strict law, but by 
obligations going beyond it, subsumed in the Torah's 
injunction to "do that which is right and good in the 
sight of G-d." The willingness to go beyond the letter of 
the Law is, of course, directly linked to a person's trust 
in G-d and His providential caring for us. Rabbi Fendel 
devotes the first part of his work to the proper conduct 
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in legal and business matters, drawing on both halachic 
sources and a plethora of stories illustrating his points, 
and seeking to define the boundaries of "doing the right 
and good": the second part of the volume deals with 
bitachon (faith) in all its ramifications, and its concommi
tant concepts, prayer and praise to G-d, again on the 
basis of copious quotations and stories. 

Interpersonal Obligations: Business law and Ethics 

It should be noted that the subject of interpersonal 
obligations with particular reference to business and 
economic matters has proven to be of interest and con
cern to many who do not have access to the primary 
sources. In 1976, Rabbi Dr. Leo Jung's Between Man 
and Man touched on many of the principles governing a 
Jew's obligation to his fellow-man; but it did not try to 
explore them in depth. A more recent book, Business 
Ethics in Jewish law by Edward Zipperstein, is a well
meaning effort to mars hall the Torah's teachings on the 
subject. Unfortunately, however, the author drew large
ly on secondary sources, some of them totally incompat
ible with Torah teaching-such as Louis Ginzburg and 
Abraham Cronbach. The result is a quite superficial 
work, marred by a number of mistakes. 

Another recent book, which highlights the interest in 
Jewish business law, but falls far short of an adequate 
exploration of the subject, is Stephen Passamanek's 
Traditional Jewish law of Sale, a translation of the 
pertinent chapters of the Choshen Mishpat, with an intro
ductory synopsis comparing the law as stated in the 
Shulchan Aruch with Roman and medieval law. Generally, 
the author indicates in the footnotes the source of each 
halacha, and draws attention to the main commentaries 
on the Choshen Mishpatwhere he considers it necessary
but there is no reference to the wider responsa litera
ture, and no clarification of the meaning and implica
tions of the provisions of the halacha vis-a-vis modern 
economic life. 

The richness of Rabbinic sources on economic themes, 
and their concrete relevance for our times, are shown, 
in contrast, in Free Enterprise and Jewish Law, Aspects 
of Jewish Business Ethics, by Aaron Levine (Ktav, New 
York, 1980, $16.50). This is a highly technical book 
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which organizes the vast halachic material on the var
ious aspects of economic and business life, and juxta
poses it to the approaches that mark the operation of 
our modern economic system. The lay reader should 
not let himself be intimidated by the first few chapters 
on such subjects as restraint of trade and contract law; 
otherwise he may never get to the intensely practi
cal chapter on regulation of market conduct (dealing 
with such popular issues as comparison shopping). The 
author does not go into the question of "doing the right 
and good," limiting himself essentially to the strict pro
visions of halacha; but his demonstration of the rele
vancy of halacha is most important, as is his showing that 
the freedom of the self-regulating market-place is 
limited by Judaism, as being subject to higher moral and 
religious imperatives. 

Works by the late Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan;"~! 

The living Torah, by the late Rabbi Aryeh Ktiplan ;"~r 
(Maznaim, New York, 1981, $18 hard cover, $13.50 
softcover) is a most interesting effort to render the 
Chumash in a translation, based on traditional Jewish 
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sources, that should be clear and easily readable, free of 
archaisms and convoluted language. The author has 
eminently succeeded in this goal, as well as in his 
second objective-to provide succinct footnotes that 
would point out alternative ways of translating, enlarge 
on matters in the text that the reader may not under
stand, and explain the nature of objects (plants, animals, 
places, etc.) referred to in the text; charts, maps and 
illustrations are also provided for this purpose. The Living 
Torah represents a creative undertaking of the first 
order, and Rabbi Kaplan brought extraordinary skill and 
wide-ranging mastery of the relevant .literature to his 
work. It is, of course, unavoidable that a translation of 
this type sometimes loses some of the fine nuances of 
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the original text, and the compression of the sources in 
the footnotes can bring about an occasional misunder
standing; therefore readers interested in details should 
follow through on the source references and look them 
up in the original. In any case, this work is a remarkable 
contribution for which the general public, particularly 
those who are unable to study Chumash and com
mentaries in Hebrew, will derive great benefit. 

The scope of Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan's work is illumi
nated by the extraordinary variety of his writings. JO 
reviewed on a previous occasion an English edition of 
a few of the tales of Rabbi Nachman of Breslav. Now 
Rabbi Nachman's Stories, translated by Rabbi Jhyeh 
Kaplan (Breslov Research Institute, NY, 1983, $18.) 
brings us a much more comprehensive volume of alle
gorical tales of Rabbi Nachman together with elaborate 
footnotes which provide the key to their meaning, 
drawn from the commentaries of Rabbi Nachman's dis
ciples, give a glimpse of the deeper world of thought, of 
which the stories represent the outer garment. More 
than a glimpse we can hardly expect, for it is a world of 
Kabbalistic concepts, which ultimately remains veiled to 
us despite the author's clarity of presentation. 

The same applies though to a much lesser degree, to 
The light Beyond, Adventures in Hassidic Thought, by 
Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan (Maznaim, NY, 1981, $15.95). In this 
volume, the author has gathered Hassidic sayings and 
ideas, grouped under 13 headings ranging from "G-d" 
and "Creation" to "Providence" and "The ultimate fu
ture." More than half the material is from the Baal 
Shem Tov himself, the rest from the other early mas
ters of Hassidism. While many collections of Hassidic 
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stories have been published, this anthology seeks to 
present fundamental concepts of Judaism as perceived 
by Hassidism. Inevitably, there are a number of selec
tions that will leave the readers gropingforthe meaning 
hidden in them-but there is so much that he can 
understand readily, that speaks to him and can inspire 
him, that this volume very much deserves his attentive 
perusal. 

Along quite different lines, we find Rabbi Kaplan 
addressing us in two other publications that appeared 
after his passing, If You Were G-d (NCSY, NY, 1983, 
$3.50 softcover) the The Aryeh Kaplan Reader (Meso
rah Publications, NY, 1983, $10. hardcover, $7. soft
cover). The latter volume is a collection of essays pub
lished at different times and in different publications 
almost half of them in the JO. They range across a broad 
spectrum, touch on the past and deal with problems of 
the present. Several are devoted to the Festivals. But the 
central theme is the concern with G-d and His people
our knowledge of Him and what He wants from us, the 
meaning of creation and our place in it. This is also the 
theme of the NCSY pamphlet which, in addition to two 
of the essays found in the other volume, contains 
another masterful essay which accounts for the title of 
the pamphlet, If You Were G-d. As the warm memoir 
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dedicated to the author in the Mesorah Series volume 
stressed, Rabbi Kaplan 7"l! was a man of extraordinary 
scope who coupled this with remarkable eloquence that 
flowed from a heart full of warmth and feeling for G-d 
and Kial Yisroel. Thus the power of his writings, to which 
no reader can fail to respond. 

"Shemiras Shabbos" -
A Masterful Halacha Translation 

Translation of literary works is a difficult under
taking-and particularly difficult and responsible is the 
translation of halachic works. In the first place, there is 
no room for vagueness or ambiguity; every phrase must 
correctly render the meaning of the original text-no 
more, no less. Moreover, it must do so in a way that is 
clearly and readily comprehended by the reader; other
wise there could be misunderstanding-and G-d forbid, 
aveiros would result. Feldheim Publishers have made a 
great contribution to the community with the publica
tion of the translations that make up the Torah Classics 
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Library; and the three volumes of the Mishnah Berurah 
that have so far appeared as part of it are as perfect as 
one could demand of a halachic translation. Now Feld
heim Publishers have presented us with Shemiras 
Shabbos, a guide to the practical observance of the Sab
bath, by Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth, translated into English by 
W. Grangewood (New York, 1984, $10.95, hardcover; 
$7.95 softcover); and again the translation and manner 
of presentation of the material are masterful. The 
volume before us contains the first 22 chapters of the 
Hebrew original; the projected second volume will con
tain the remaining 19 chapters. The elaborate footnotes 
of the Hebrew edition are omitted as unnecessary for 
the English reader; instead, marginal headings are pro
vided for every paragraph in the book, as well as a 
comprehensive index to all the topics touched on in this 
work. 

The topics covered in this very well-organized volume 
range from questions of food preparation to clothing 
and Muktzah, and from basic clarification of halacha to 
discussion of the latest technological developments. 
This work attained wide acceptance and popularity 
when it first appeared in Hebrew. Needless to say, there 
are bound to be instances where the halachic opinion 
of the author is at variance with other authorities. But 

--

Rabbi Neuwirth, in any case, emphasizes that halachic 
questions should not be answered on the basis of his 
work: "This book cannot and must not take the place of 
the duly qualified rabbi who must be asked to give his 
ruling in the circumstances of each case."' Rather, it 
should serve as a guide, to indicate to the reader v.rhen 
he has a problem and what he has to ask. 

Once Upon A Soul, Stories of Striving and Yearning, by 
Hanoch Teller (New York City Publishing Co,, New York, 
NY, 1983, $10.) 

This collection runs a wide gamut-it deals with some 
of the outstanding sages of our times and with plain 
people, with acts of heroism and with dedicated mitzva 
observance. The common denominator is that, in R.abbi 
Teller's eloquent telling, the stories (all of them true 
happenings) all convey inspiration, evoke the reader's 
deep felt emotional response, and strengthen his att
achment to Torah values, even as they hold his unwav
ering interest. They previously appeared in various 
publications-notably The Jewish Observer-and their re
publication in one volume now makes them available in 
a more permanent form for a wider public which will 
surely warmly welcome them. 

.. . .. . 
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RETURN TO THE SOURCE is a collection of 
thought-provoking articles selected from the Hebrew 
anthology El Hamekoroth. 

Authored by recognized Torah authorities as well 
as by observant Jews who are experts in their 
respective fields, the articles cover a wide range of 
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TheTalmidChochom~~~~~~~~~---, 
And I challenge that man 

by Naftali Bassman to stand firmly 
in the overwhelming world of intense feeling 
and to sway gently 

I seek and l challenge 
that which is as de.ar as. the light of day 
As flowing as the rolling hills 
As effortless as the smile of a child 
As deep as a breath of morning air 

I seek a man 
and l cannot find him 

An-d even as I imagine-th_e man whom I_ cannot 
find 

l challenge him 
And my challenge remains unanswered 

I seek a man 
who stands firmly 
in the crystal clear world of powerful rationale 
and who sways gently 
in the intimate world of passionate feeling 

in the intimate world of precise thought. 

And my .challenge remains unanswered 
left· hovering between two worlds 
On the magic word "perhaps" 

Perhaps, someday somewhere I will find my man 
Perhaps, he will meet my challenge, firmly and 

gently 
Perhaps, I will be courageous enough to ask of 

him to share himself with me 
Perhaps, he will be able to say yes 

Then shall I make him my teacher 
And perhaps , , , 
even my friend 

Rabbi _Basstrian,_ a·_membei df the Kol/el of Stth_ MtJmshGouoha in Laktwoml, 
NJ, has bttn teprt~nfed in these p11ges by-olhtt pdt'mt and his rend ii ion ef Rlibbi 
Shlomo Wolbt's t1ddress oii: lht (l/Hftmporaty rtlroanu II[ Mu;i;ar (Mar,_ 84). 

r: "' 
, ~.' ... ' Vt':"?';": the hat racl< 

,,.., 
5416 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

(718) 871-2278 

~71 '· [sTETSON®]. ~.HABIG 
h,j__ KANGOL •LONDON FOG• CAPS• TIES 

,--------------i-;~ 

: --11 
MITIEB 

1lfJ~l5111vE Yll! : i I 
I CHOPPED ': AtLa.t Th•Ko•he<~ytocookgounn.t Sup<em•d•Voladl•Chaud-Fm>dlo I ~ ~ 

UVER' 
i I Baked Alaska. Veal Cordon Bleu to Zuppa Inglese. Here are the finest gounnet ~ U -'-; 
1 

recipes, delectably adapted for strictly kosher cooking. ~ b l 

I • 1 

Every dish can be served on the kosher meat table. NOT CHOPPED LIVER! I ~ ~ .c: 

Ito 
..... H~ ......... Ecm-··K!·'"· '"~'"· '"·s· ··'"~·'"· l .. ,.. ....... R ... -u'"·'" rit..'" ,y'"· • 1.. lets you entertain with easy-to-prepare. yet remarkable full-course dinners. CCI ~ re 

YY11. Because every dish in this cookbook can be served with every other. ~ ·~ :S 

Plus complete section on kosher Chinese cookery. Wok out! with Won Tons in I ""..,~.· ,-i~ 
your soup. Fortunes in your cookies. NOT CHOPPED LIVER! is authentic : 
Chinese cooking with strictly kosher ingredients. 

I 
'' 

... delectable gourmet Easy-to-follow-recipes. Numbered sWp-by-step. The kosher cookbook you've I :g E ~ ~ 
been waiting for has finally arrived! cf -o ~ .!!! 

' 

~ ~1 ~ 
offerings... ' Prompt refund if not delighted! § 3: ~ ~ ~ ll L __ -- -- -- -- --By::m::D=Se=-au~IT~FfSH! ~ ~~] ~ ~ 

-;-;-, 

I 
~ I 
N 

, I 
11 
~I 
I 



' 

I 

second looks 
at the jewish scene 

SCA: What Kind of Council? 
Whose Counsel? 

It is now thirty years since eleven 
leading Roshei Yeshiva in America 
declared that membership in the 
Synagogue Council of America
which includes Orthodox, Conser
vative and Reform congregational 
and rabbinical groups-is "forbidden 
by the law of our sacred Torah." 
This declaration was followed by 
similar statements by leading Gedolei 
Torah of Erelz Yisroel as well as by the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, in America. The 
protest in defense by the two Or
thodox groups that persist in belong
ing to the SCA-that they are not 
legh1mizing Conservatism or Re
form by belonging-never was con
vincing: They argue that the SCA 
only deals with external matters
that is, statements and activities 
regarding Jewry vis-a-vis the rest of 
the world-and its member organi
zations are thus not affiliated with 
each other on a religious basis, only 
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in regard to political, social and secur
ity concerns. But one need only scan 
SCA statements and activities, and 
its religious nature becomes suffi
ciently apparent (even in its very 
name: Synagogue Council) to make 
membership objectionable. 

A recent article in The New York 
Times (front page Metropolitan Sec
tion, Sept. 13, 1984) reported on the 
views of a number of rabbis on 
"Talking About Religion and Politics 
in the High Holy Days' Sermons." 
The exchange took place at a session 
at the Lincoln Square Synagogue, 
sponsored by the Synagogue Coun
cil of America, and was convened to 
help rabbis prepare for Rosh Ha
Shana and Yorn Kippur. If the head
line does not convice the reader that 
the SCA does indeed involve reli
gion in its activities, then perhaps 
the rest of the article will prove 
more enlightening: 

Office Space/1-2-3 Rooms 
or Desk available with telex 
facilities near City Hall. 
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The SetPr "Ceder Olom" bv the Cho
fetz Chaim, now available ,in En~li<;h 
translation only $1.00 per cory; s tor 
$3.50; 12 for $5.00. \IV rite to 

Z1chr0n Shlnmo Fubl 
S Beekman St., N.Y.C. 10038 

The major presentations of the 
conference were made by Rabbi Ger~ 
son D. Cohen, the chancellor of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary; Rabbi 
Alfred Gottschalk, president of the 
Reform movement's Hebrew Union 
College in Cincinnati, and Rabbi 
Emanuel Rackman, an Orthodox 
scholar who is president of Bar·Ilan 
University in Israel. 

The theme was "Judaism Responds 
to Modernity," and each rabbi told 
about how his movement has c:oped 
in balancing tradition with modem 
times. They all called for greater 
cooperation between the groups. 

(The NY Times-Ari L. Goldman) 

Can you imagine a rabbi claiming 
that his sermon is not an essential 
ingredient in the religious aspect of 
his position? By what stretch of the 
imagination do Orthodox organiza
tions join the SCA in sponsoring a 
conclave dedicated to presenting 
material for High Holiday sermons? 
And one wonders-what could Al
fred Gottschalk or Gerson Cohen 
tell an Orthodox rabbi about how 
Judaism should respond to moder
nity .... According to a special Jew
ish Telegraph Agency report (Sept. 
26) on the conference, Gottschalk, 
among other things 

severely criticized "Judaism frozen 
in its shtetl garb" imbued with 
"mindless traditionalism" which can 
offer "a momentary nostalgic high 
but cannot answer the questions of 
our young people today." 
Presumably Gottschalk's Reform 

HUC will continue to answer all 
seal-searching youths' questions 
about life and Judaism, while bare
headed and clothed in sneakers and 
jeans, they keep their distance from 
the seductive lure of" shtetl garb" -
a warm, liberal example of Ahavas 
Yisroel for the Orthodox SCA mem
bers to take home to their con
gregants. 
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"An Open Letter to My Neighbor in Shul" 

My Dear Chaver, 11"'1t:>V, 
Please excuse me for not signing 

this letter. Were I to do so, everyone 
in shul would know that this letter is 
being written to you, and I do not 
want to cause you public disgrace. 

I have known you for many years 
and I value our relationship. Hope
fully, you feel the same way towards 
me. Your commitment to limud 
Torah and your unrestrained gemilus 
chessed are truly enviable. In fact, I 
had even hoped that by sitting next 
to you in shul some of your middos 
tovos would rub off on me. 

But one thing that disturbs me 
greatly is your talking during daven
ing. At first, it was barely more than 
a word or two to amplify a facial 
expression. But now, you begin 
conversation almost as soon as you 
come into shul. 

I am not calling this to your atten
tion, now, to give you tochacha (re
proof). Certainly, my own slate is 
not nearly clean enough to make a 
reckoning for you. But I just want to 
let you know how your talking in 
shul is affecting me. 

First and foremost is Shmoneh Esrei. 
You probably assume that I am very 
well off financially, and in other 
ways, too. But I have some very 
pressing personal problems, which 
even my best friends know nothing 
about. Now, considering my peckle, I 
don't stand Shmoneh Esrei nearly as 
long as I should, but somehow you 
always seem to finish ahead of me. I 
realize that you are trying to talk 
quietly, but since you're standing 
right next to me, it disrupts my entire 
kavanah (concentration). Sometimes, 
I get so angry with you that I feel 
like blurting out in the middle of my 
Shmoneh Esrei, "Why don't you just go 
outside to talk? I can't walk out now; 
but you can!" And who knows if my 
lefillos are not being answered be
cause of inadequate kavanah 7 Of 
course, I am not blaming you for my 
tzoris, but since Shmoneh Esrei is my 
chance to plead for some mercy, I 
would appreciate it if you would 
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conduct the conversation outside, 
and then come in for Kedusha. 

Next is Chazoras Hashatz, when the 
chazan repeats the Shmoneh Esrei. Even 
though I am aware of the bountiful 
reward to be earned with each 
Omein, I am, unfortunately, far too 
lax in responding properly. Never
theless, when I hardly hear the cha
zan above your schmoozing, I end up 
loosing out on even more Omein 
opportunities. 

Now, you might argue that you 
are usually talking to the man on 
your other side and not with me. 
Yes, that is true. But I also have an 
inclination to schmooze in shul. When 
I see you practically smacking your 
lips over a delicious interchange, I 
am tempted to join you. Sometimes, 
I tell myself that I will only listen to 
your conversation. Then I find my
self an accomplice, by encouraging 
you with my interest. At other 
times, however, I even find myself 
sucked into actively participating in 
the conversation, which I had prom
ised myself only to overhear. 

The krias haTorah is difficult 
enough to follow, with the inevita
ble noise of foot shuffling, cough
ing, and (in the summer) air condi
tioner blowing. But when that com
bines with your conversation, I go 
home each Shabbos wondering whe
ther or not I have been yotzei krias 
ha Torah. 

Finally, I must say that our shul is 
a very special one. We have some 
excellent shiurim, a highly respected 
rabbi, and a minyan full of b'nei Torah. 
In general, there is fairly good deco
rum in our shul, compared with 
many others. So I suppose I could 
just change my seat. But at this 
point, it would be too awkward to 
explain without embarrasing you or 
myself. 

Our shul in many ways, is truly a 
mikdosh me'at-a sanctuary in minia
ture. But whenever I am about to 
reach the full appreciation of that, 
especially on Shabbos, your talking 
cools me off. 

The other day, you asked me why 
I don't bring my five-year old son to 
shul more often. I told you then that 
he is still too young. Now 111 tell you 
the real reason. He still feels the 
kedushas beis hamedrash-the sanctity 
of the place-when he walks in. 
Even after davening, he only whis
pers in shul. If I bring him every 
week and sit him between us, I am 
frankly afraid of your example. How 
can he retain his reverence for shul if 
he observes your behavior? Each 
Shabbos he begs me to take him along 
and I'm running out of excuses. 

You don't owe me any respect. 
And you may feel that my kavanah 
does not take precedence to your 
socializing. But think of our chil
dren. What will become of their dav
ening? I see you are already having 
trouble controlling some of your 
children in shul. Whenever you are 
not schmoozing with a friend, you are 
reprimanding your children. Yes, 
their conduct is reprehensible, at 
times; but where do you think they 
learned to be so callous towards 
kedushas beis hamedrash? 

In writing this letter, 1 have tried 
to avoid giving away my own iden
tity or that of our shul. If others read 
this letter, however, they may waste 
their time trying to figure out whom 
this letter was meant for. But you 
know. Wishing you and your family 
all the best 

NAME AND CITY 
WJTHELD BY REQUEST 

EV7-1750 
:i'''-:~ •,2:tC 

n:wr'"t'C 1'!M 'C::::wri•,,i~t: 
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Batya Zimmerman 
On Being 

Beings 
All eyes focused on the teacher, 

who addressed the kindergarten 
class, "Children, what would you 
like to be when you grow up?" 
Responses were heard from all cor
ners of the room: 
"A doctor!" 
"I want to be an accountant, like my 
father!" 

"I want to be a lawyer, and go to 
court!" 

"I'm going to be a teacher, like 
you." 

One child seemed to be deep in 
thought. Turning to this child, the 
teacher inquired," And what would 
you like to be?" The child seemed 
shy at first, but then responded 
exuberantly, "When I grow up, I'd 
like to be A GOOD BOY!" 

As each soul returns to its Maker, 
after its journey through this world, 
it stands in judgment as to its ac
complishments during its physical 
existence. Questions rise forth from 
the Heavenly Court, 

"Did you set aside time to study 
Torah?" 

"Did you deal honestly in busi-
ness?" 

"Did you raise a family?" 
"Did you long for Moshiach ?" 
Yet we do not find the questions 

that we might expect, 
"Were you a prestigious physi

cian?" 
"Did you have a seat on the stock 

exchange?" 
"Did you have a PhD?" 
Let us attempt to understand the 

meaning of the kindergarten teach
er's question. "What would you like 
to BE?" refers to a future profession. 
Answers such as" A Ta/mid Chae ham," 
"a devoted Torah jew,""a good wife 
and mother," and "a fine human 

Batya Zimmerman is a Ba is Yaakori girl who is 
employed as a registered pharmacist. 
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being" do not seem to be the ex
pected answers. 

a greater accomplishment that rais
ing a Jewish family? 

Children learn by the examples 
that we set for them. Baruch Hashem, 
we see many fine Bnei Torah in the 
most admirable professions, and 
many of them set a fine example. 
Yet we are definitely facing a major 
problem of misplaced priorities. The 
child who is encouraged to want to 
BE a lawyer, often grows to BE a 
walking and talking law book. All 
other goals ant:i. priorities in life are 
forgotten, as he stands in the court
room. But with all of his success, 
and experience as a lawyer on this 
earth, will he be able to defend him
self before "the Heavenly Court"? 

How many mothers (and Kolle! 
wives) have had to answer such 
statements as, "How long will you 
let him stay in yeshiva? Why doesn't 
he do something?" The fact that all 
of creation exists for those who 
learn Torah does not seem to be 
enough of an accomplishment to 
these questioners. 

Society looks down upon "full
time mothers" as being a waste of 
talent: "You are a mother, but what 
else do you do?" What else? Should 
that not be a major priority? Is there 

Have you ever seen an individual 
who became a finer person by going 
to college or by getting a job? These 
pursuits seem to be necessities, but 
are they goals? I suppose it all de
pends on what a person is striving to 
BE. The child who caught his teacher 
by surprise desires to be good. 
Chances are that no matter 1Nhat 
this child may end up doing for a 
profession, he will BE the GOOD 
BEING that he longs to BE. I.! 
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Where Else 
is "Everybody Going"? 

To the Editor: 
While 1 found the idea conveyed 

by Mr. Kalter ("Everybody's Going'1 
interesting, I wondered whether he 
realized how little of the iceberg he 
touched upon in dealing with a prob
lem facing all of us today. The 
"Everybody Syndrome" is not simply 
a problem of our youth .... One of 
the great problems today is the 
emphasis put on materialism and 
how it affects religious families in 
general. 

America, today, is enjoying greater 
affluence and luxury than any other 
country in the world, and Jews are 
sharing the wealth. 

One can ask, "Why not?" Jews 
came to America penniless, worked
very hard-and built businesses and 
professions to ensure that their chil
dren would never lack anything. 

As a result of this hard work, 
Yeshivos were built, Gamachs were 
established and various mitzva or
ganizations were founded. Today 
wonderful work is still done daily 
because we live in an affluent Jewish 
community. 

But, there remains that nagging 
concern-how much wealth is spent 
on material delights, which do not 
live on past the moment? How much 
is spent on celebrations of Bar Mitz
vos and weddings, unnecessarily? 
How much is thrown out on clo
thing, homes, "added extras" that 
are simply frivolous and not truly 
needed? 

As a mother of children I am con
cerned. What values are we teaching 
our children if we give them every
thing because "everyone has it"? 
What kind of adults do children 
grow up to be if every whim is 
granted and no wishes are denied? Is 
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it possible that these children will 
grow into selfish adults who do not 
know how to compromise or how to 
be denied? Is it possible that one of 
the reasons the divorce rate is as 

high as it is is because neither the 
young husband nor the young wife 
ever experienced compromise? Is it 
possible that a newly married wo
man, who had the best of every
thing showered upon her by loving 
parents, does not understand how 
to respond to her young husband 
who feels strangled by her demands 
to live in the manner to which she 
grew accustomed? 

How does the affluence that some 
are fortunate to experience affect 

Rabbi Avrohom Y. Berkowitz 
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the rest of the community? If my 
children tell me that the clothes they 
wear for Shabbos are worn by others 
to school-what do I say? The pres
sure of "living up to the Cohens" is 
greatly felt by all of us and how we 
respond to that pressure is no long
er, I think, something which can be 
dealt with individually. 

There was a time when Jews bur
ied their dead in elaborate clothing 
and in expensive coffins. Affluence 
was demonstrated in the expense of 
a funeral. It reached such ridiculous 
levels that the Rabbonim decreed that 
all were to be buried in tachrichim and 
in simple boxes. Such has remained 
the minhag till today. 

Is it not time for our communities 
to set standards for celebrating sim
chos, standards for decorating our 
homes, standards for what we buy 
to wear, and standards for the way 
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in which we spend our wealth? 
Is it, perhaps, time for all schools

elementary through high school
to insist on uniforms for its student 
body, thus eliminating, at least dur
ing the week, the competitive pres
sure of dressing? 

I am as guilty as the next in sub
mitting to the pressure of wanting 
the best for my children, my hus
band, and myself. I worry that when 
my sons tell me how their friends 
celebrate their Bar Mitzvos, I will not 
be able to withstand the pressure to 
offer my sons the same. I am con
cerned that when my now-idealistic 
daughters prepare to marry, our 
idealism will vanish in the pressure 
of "having what everyone else has." 

I wonder how the Torah values 
we are taught in school become bur
ied under our need to meet the pres
sure of the society in which we live. I 
wonder and I worry and I hope that 
something will be done to guide us 
in the way we live and help us face 
the pressure of wealth. 

(Mrs.) LIBBY SCHWARTZ 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Should "Everybody" Stay Horne? 

To the Editor 
There is no doubt that the main 

point that Melvin Kalter makes in 
his "Everybody's Going" (Sept '134) is 
an important one. The "Everybody" 
syndrome can be insidious and inust 
often be resisted despite the difficul
ties involved. It is unfortunate, 
though, that Mr. Kalter chose to 
attack the Chol Hamoed trip to convey 
his message, and I must comment. 

You do not mention what profes
sion Mr. Kalter is in, whether he is 
an employee, or self employed, etc. 
Perhaps, indeed, he is one of the 
admittedly few people who volun
tarily sacrifice vacation at other 
times of the year in order to be off 
on Chol Hamoed. Whatever the case, 
the article makes it clear that he was 
available to participate in his family's 
Chol Hamoed activities, whether he 
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approved of them or not. 
A little sympathy, please, for the 

many fathers (and often, mothers) 
for whom this is simply not possible. 
During calendar year 1984, 12 of the 
13 days of Yorn Tov fell on weekdays 
(only Yorn Kippur fell on Shabbos). 
This left many working parents with 
few, if any, vacation days to use. 
Often, there are other pressing rea
sons why taking vacation on Chol 
Harnoed is impossible. 

And what of the family that is 
blessed with several children rang
ing in age from toddler to teenager? 
Even if the father is at home, what 
type of family-oriented "rnitzva 
project" could Mr. Kalter suggest 
that would be appropriate for all the 
children? Certainly if the father is 
working, the mother, alone, would 
be hard-pressed to devise any pro
ject that would absorb and entertain 
everyone. If one or both parents 
must work, they are more than 
grateful for the opportunity to send 
at least some of their children on an 
entertaining trip under the auspices 
of the yeshiva or youth group. Even 
families who can travel together 
surely appreciate the efforts of or
ganizations to give amusement parks 
a "hemische" Yorn Tov atmosphere. 

Frankly, I wonder if Mr. Kalter 
would even have written his article 
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the bouncy songs and heartwarming 
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had it not rained on his day at the 
park. Perhaps if the weather had 
been better, he would have found 
the experience to be one that indeed 
"strengthens family ties" providing 
memories for his children that they 
will cherish long into adulthood. But 
even if that were not so, I must 
object to his implication that fami
lies who do take or send their chil
dren on such trips are fostering a 
situation in which "the spiritual joy 
of the Festivals becomes completely 
smothered by material pleasures." 
On the contrary, I think that a day in 
a relaxed, non-competitive atmos
phere, spenbwith either siblings or 
peers, holds within it a host of 
potential lessons for children, much 
as summer camp does. I would cer
tainly hesitate to label these trips 
"meaningless." 

True, the "Everybody Syndrome" 
is a distressing problem. Too bad 
that Mr. Kalter did not choose to 
focus on the expensive designer 
clothes that "Everybody" has to have 
for Yorn Tov; perhaps then his point 
would have been better taken. As it 
is, the point was obscured by his 
assault on what is hardly one of our 
community's major transgressions. 

5URIE ACKERMAN 
Brooklyn, New York 
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Imagine ... 
You've been asked to speak at a business or social 
gathering. You've done your homework-you're well 
prepared. As you're introduced, you approach the 
speaker's stand-confident, and in full control. You 
speak clearly, deliberately, effectively, and to the point. 
The audience laughs when you jest and is serious when 
you are. They're attentive and receptive. You have them 
in your hand. In a few minutes you make your final point. 
The applause is sincere. Friends congratulate you, col
leagues acknowledge your mastery, family glow with 
pride, but most iportant is that you say to yourself, "A 
job well done . _ . on to the next challenge!" 

Not a fantasy, but a readily attainable skill. Even if you have only 
average ability you can be taught how to become an effective, excit
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too nervous to speak well, were helped. They were taught how to 
research material, how to organize it, give it vitality, practice, and how 
to convert nervous energy to exciting enthusiasm. 

We firmly believe that growth is best nurtured by a 
delicate balance between "positive support and friendly 
challenge.'' We have seen insecure, directionless people 
become self-confident goal achievers. We have seen 
people change from just 'surviving' to 'thriving.' We have 
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'84; Escape to Shanghai, Apr. '84; The 
Yellow Star, Apr. '84; The Butcher of 
Lyon, Apr. '84; Samson's Struggle, Apr. 
'84; Tz'enah Ur'enah, Apr. '84; Shir 
Hashirim/Ruth/Koheleth, Apr. '84; Ye
vamos, May '84; Sefer Hachinuch
Vol. II and III, May '84; Mishnah 
Berurah, vol. III, May '84; The Halachos 
of Tefillin, May '84; Contemporary 
Halachic Problems, May '84; She'al 
Ovicha, May '84; Bris Milah, May '84; 
The 613th Commandment, May '84; 
Mishnas Sofrim, May '84 

Camping Summer: A Season for Growth, 
Sept '83; A Special Summer Experience, 
Oct. '83; Letters, Jan. '84; Torah in its 
Summer Glory, May '84 
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Children The Critical Parent's Guidebook, 
Nov. '83; Reaching for More Through 
V'shinantom, Mar. '84; The 100,000 
Mishanayos Probe, Mar. '84; And He 
Who Knows Not How to Ask Open for 
Him, Apr. '84; "Chinuch"-The Train
ing of Children: Whose Responsibility 
Is It?, Summer '84; "Everybody's Going" 
(S.L.), Sept. '84; Israel's New "Baseball 
Cards", Sept. '84 

Computer Technology Letters, May '83; 
Letters, Jan. '84 

Conservative Jewry The Further Reforming 
of Conservative Judaism, Nov. '83; Let
ters, Mar. '84 

Conversion Compromise on the Great Di
vide, Jan. '84; The Chafetz Chaim and 
the Compromise on the Great Divide 
(P.5.), Mar. '84 

Cults Junkies Without Drugs, Sept. '84 
Oaf Yomi Oaf Yomion the Wire-Thanks to 

Ma Bell (S.L.), May '83 
Death Goodbye, Max-His Last Chessed 

Shel Emes, May '83 
Demographics Losing at Jewish Numbers, 

May '84 
Eruv Liberal Judaism or Jewish Liberalism? 

(S.L.), Sept '83 
Exhibition Review Jewish Life in America, 

Apr. '84; Preserving the Legacy, Sum
mer 184 

Feminism Women in the Rabbinate (P.S.), 
May, '84; Some Unorthodox Reflections 
on Feminism and Torah, Summer '84 

Festivals and Fast Days Joy Within the Tears 
of Mourning (R. Gedalya Schorr), May 
'83; Hidden Beginnings: the Process of 
Oiscovery-(A Rosh Hashana Essay), 
Sept '83; The Next-to-Last Dream 
(poem) (Rosh Hashana), Sept '83; Suc
cos: The Time of Joy, Oct. '83; In Search 
of Freedom and Independence, Apr. '84; 
And He Who Knows Not How to Ask 
Open for Him, Apr. '84; Openings 
(poem) (Teshuva), Sept. '84; Who Will 
Live and Who Will Die-Tra-La-La, 
Sept. '84; Hacham Shaya's Simhat To
rah, Sept. '84 

Fundraising The Diary of a "Baal Agalla", 
Nov. '83 

Government and Education The Yeshivas' 
Educational Independence Under 
Threat, May '84; Bringing G-d Into the 
Public School Classroom, Sept. '84 

Guidance The Critical Parent's Guidebook, 
Nov. 183; Time for Personal Growth, 
Summer '84 

Halacha Who Will Live and Who Will Die
Tra-La-La, Sept '84 

Hashkofo (Torah Philosophy) Joy Within 
the Tears of Mourning (R. Gedalya 
Schorr), May '83; Around the Sanctu-

ary They Shall Dwell (R. Yaakov Ka
menetzky), Sept. '83; Hidden Begin
nings: the Process of Discovery-(A 
Rosh Hashana Essay), Sept. '83; Suc
cos: The Time of Joy, Oct. '83; The 
Chaver, Nov. '83; Dioxin Connection 
(S.L.), Nov. '83; In Search of Freedom 
and Independence, Apr. '84; "Chi
nuch"-The Training of Children: 
Whose Responsibility Is It?, Summer 
'84 

History Guardian of Jerusalem, The Life and 
Times of Rabbi Yosef Chaim Sonnen
feld (book review), Apr. '84; Heroine of 
Rescue (book review), Apr. '84; Res
ponsa from the Holocaust (book re
view), Apr. '84; Escape to Shanghai 
(book review), Apr. '84; The Yellow 
Star (book review), Apr. '84; The 
Butcher of Lyon {book review), Apr. 
'84; Civilization and the Jews, Sept. '84 

Israel El Al and Shabbos: Chapter II (P.S.), 
Sept '83; Uncovering the Many Layers 
of Tzefas, May '84; Israel's New "Base
ball Cards", Sept '84 

Israel-Politics A Strife-Filled Summer in 
Jerusalem, Sept '83; Letters, Jan. '84; 
Elections in Israel (S.L.), Summer '84 

Israel-Religion A Strife-Filled Summer in 
Jerusalem, Sept '83; Letters, Jan. '84; 
The Battle of the Seventh Day, Apr. 
'84; The Love Bomb, Apr. '84 

Jews in Europe The Radiner Rosh Ha
Yeshiva-Rabbi Menachem Mendel 
Yosef Zaks 7";£i Remembers His Saintly 
Father-in-Law, Jan. '84; A Shabbos 
With the Chofetz Chaim ':''"1i, Jan. '84; 
Two Winters in Radin, Jan. '84; The 
Chafetz Chaim: Close to Every Man, 
Closer to G-d, Jan. '84; He Looked Into 
the Torah and Fashioned Man, Mar. 
'84; Preserving the Legacy, Summer '84 

Jews in Israel Reb Hirsh Michel's Yerusha
layim Shel Ma'alah 5600/1840-5666/ 
1906, Oct. '83; Letters, Jan. '84; Junkies 
Without Drugs, Sept. '84 

Jews in U.S.A. Ohr Shraga-The Light of 
Reh Shraga Feivel, Sept. '83; Summer: 
A Season for Growth, Sept. '83; Liberal 
Judaism or Jewish Liberalism? (S.L), 
Sept. '83; Compromise on the Great 
Divide, Jan. '84; The Chofetz Chaim 
and the Compromise on the Great 
Divide (P.S.), Mar. '84; Jewish Life in 
America, Apr. '84; Losing at Jewish 
Numbers, Apr. '84; Torah in its Summer 
Glory, May '84; Bringing G-d Into the 
Public Classroom, Sept. '84; "Every
body's Going" (S.L.), Sept. '84 

Marriage Guidance An Outline for Gui
dance Sessions, May '83; Letters, Jan. 
'84 
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Media Review Civilization and the Jews, 
Sept, '84 

Missionaries The Love Bomb, Apr. '84 
Mitzva Observance Learning to Speak With 

Responsibility, Jan. '84; The Chofetz 
Chaim's Messages to Our Generation, 
Jan. '84; "A Pe,1ny for Tzeddaka" .. 
Two Sides of the Charity Coin, Mar. 
'84; The Psychopathology of Everyday 
Speech, May '84; Speeding Through 
Summer Space (P.S.), May '84 

Modern Orthodoxy Compromise on the 
Great Divide, Jan. '84; The Chafetz 
Chaim and the Compromise on the 
Great Divide (P.S.) Mar '84; Centrists: 
Between the"Right Wing" and Whom? 
(5.L.), Apr. '84 

Mussar The Relevance of the Teachings of 
Reh Yisroel Salanter':i"::n, Mar. '84; He 
Looked Into the Torah and Fashioned 
Man, Mar. '84; " ... " Parchments of 
Fire, May '84 

Narrative Goodbye, Max-His Last Chessed 
Shel Emes, May '83 

Nuclear Destruction Countdown to the Day 
After, Apr. '84 

Parenting The Critical Parent's Guidebook, 
Nov. '83; A Mother's Prayer (poem) 
Apr. '84 

Personalities Ohr Sh raga-The Light of Reb 
Shraga Feivel, Sept. '83; Reb Hirsh 
Michel's Yerushalayim Shel Ma'alah 
5600/1840-5666/1906, Oct. '83; Saddiq 
of the Sahara, Nov. '83; The Radiner 
Rosh HaYeshiva-Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Yosef Zaks'i'":ft Remembers His 
Saintly Father-in-Law, Jan. '84; A Shab
bos With the Chofetz Chaim 'i"l:t, Jan. 
'84; Two Winters in Radin, Jan. '84; The 
Chofetz Chaim: Close to Every Man, 
Closer to G-d, Jan. '84; Letters, Jan. '84; 
He Looked Into the Torah and Fash
ioned Man, March '84; Letters, Mar. '84; 
And Sarah Was Listening .. , Summer 
'84 

Photographic Essay Summer: A Season for 
Growth, Sept. '83 

Poetry In the World of Tomorrow, May '83; 
The Sitra Achra, May '83; The Next-to
Last Dream, Sept. '83; Letter to a Soviet 
Jew, The Child, Mar. '84; Teshuva 
(Return), Mar. '84; A Mother's Prayer, 
Apr. '84; Openings, Sept. '84 

Prayer Who Will Live and Who Will Die
Tra-La-La, Sept '84 

Psychology Looking Back at Anger (S.L.) 
May '8:1; The Psychopathology of 
Everyday Speech, May '84 

Record Review Music-By and For a Jewish 
Woman, Summer '84 

Religion Bringing G-d Into the Public School 
Classroom, Sept. '84 

Review Article Some Unorthodox Reflec
tions of Feminism and Torah, Summer 
'84 

Sephardic Jewry Saddiq of the Sahara, Nov. 
'83; Elections in Israel (S.L.), Summer 
'84; Hacham Shaya's Simhat Torah, 
Sept. '84 
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Shabbos El Al and Shabbos: Chapter II (P.S.), 
Sept '83 

Social Comment Looking Back at Anger 
(S.L.), May '83; Stranger in a Strange 
Land, Oct. '83; The Diary of a "Baal 
Agalla", Nov. '83; "A Penny for Tzed
daka". Two Sides of the Charity 
Coin, Mar. '84; Letters, Mar. '84; Of 
Peace. And Pieces, Apr. '84; Women in 
the Rabbinate (P.S.), May '84; Worn, 
But Not to Be Discarded, May '84; 
Music-By and For a Jewish Woman, 
Summer '84 

Soviet Jewry Letter to a Soviet Jew (poem), 
Nov. '83 

Special Children R=l; A Dangerous Equa
tion, Oct. '83; A Broken Promise: Free 
and Appropriate Special Education for 
Disabled Jewish Children, Oct. '83; A 
Special Summer Experience, Oct. '83; 
Letters, Jan. '84 

Suburbia Liberal Judaism or Jewish Liberal
ism? (S.L.), Sept '83 

Technology Daf Yomi on the Wire-Thanks 
to Ma Bell (S.L.), May .'83 

Tor ah Study Daf Yo mi on the Wire-Thanks 
to Ma Bell (S.L.), May '83; Knowing 
"Shas" Through Mifal HaShas, Mar. 
'84; Reaching For More Through V'shi
nantom, Mar. '84; The 100,000 Mish
nayos Probe, Mar. '84; "Birkas Ha
Torah" as a Philosophy of Torah Edu
cation, May '84; Woman's Place in Torah 
Study, Summer '84 

Translations and Adaptions joy Within the 
Tears of Mourning (R. Gedalya Schorr), 
May '83; Around the Sanctuary They 
Shall Dwell (R. Yaakov Kamenetzky), 
Sept. '83; "Ohr Somayach": Joyful Light 
(Amos Keinan), Nov. '83; The Radiner 
Rosh Hayeshiva-Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Yosef Zaks?"·.n Remembers His 
Saintly Father-in-Law, Jan. '84; Learn
ing to Speak With Responsibility (R. 
Gifter), Jan '84; The Chafetz Chaim's 
messages to Our Generation (R. Avro
hom Pam), Jan. '84; The Relevance of 
the Teachings of Reb Yisroel Salanter 
(Hebrew) (R. Shlomo Wolbe), Mar. '84; 

.. " Parchments of Fire (Rabbi Ben 
Zion Bruk), May '84 

Women Stranger in a Strange Land, Oct. '83; 
Letters, Mar. '84; Women in the Rabbi
nate (P.S.), May '84; "Chinuch"-The 
Training of Children: Whose Responsi
bility Is It?, Summer '84; And Sarah 
Was Listening .. , Summer '84; Time 
for Personal Growth, Summer '84; 
Woman's Place in Torah Study, Sum
mer '84; Some Unorthodox Reflections 
on Feminism and Torah, Summer '84; 
Music-By and For a Jewish Woman, 
Summer '84 

World War II-Remembering Survivors in 
Search of a Rallying Point, May '83; 
Heroics and "Rememberance"-a New 
Jewish Religion?, May '83; Who Will Do 
the Teaching?, May '83; Straw Hat in a 
Sea of Black (P.S.), Jan. '84; "Hazkarah" 
in T elshe, Jan. '84 

World War II-Survivors Survivors in Search 
of a Rallying Point, May '83 

Yeshiva Education Letters, May '83; Ohr 
Shraga-The Light of Reb Shraga Fei
vel, Sept. '83; R=I: A Dangerous Equa
tion, Oct. '83; A Broken Promise: Free 
and Appropriate Special Education for 
Disabled Jewish Children, Oct. '83; Let
ters, }an. '84; The Yeshivos'Educational 
Independence Under Threat, May '84; 
"Birkas HaTorah" as a Philosophy of 
Torah Education, May '84; A Story 
Grows in Lakewood, May '84 

AUTHORS 

Reuven M. Ben Avraham The Sitra Achra 
(poem), May '83 

David Ben-Zvi The Next-to-Last Dream 
(poem), Sept '83 

Bassman, Rabbi Naftali (translator) The 
Relevance of the Teachings of Reb Yis
roel Salanter ':i"l't, Mar. '84; The Child 
(poem), Mar. '84 

Becker, Rabbi Laibish (translator) Around 
the Sanctuary They Shall Dwell (Trans. 
and Adapt. from R. Y. Kamenetzky), 
Sept. '83 

Belsky, Berl The Chofetz Chaim: Close to 
Every Man, Closer to God, Jan. '84 

Belsky.Hillel The Sunday Night Class, Nov. 
'83 

Belsky, Judith Benoliel Openings (poem). 
Sept.'84 

Berger, Shlomo Survivors in Search of a Ral
lying Point, May '83 

Blum, Rabbi Matis (translator) The Chofetz 
Chaim's Messages to our Generation 
(Address by R. Avrohom Pam), Jan. '84 

Blau, Fraida Woman's Place in Torah Study, 
Summer '84 

Brafman, Aaron M. Countdown to the Day 
After, Apr. '84 

Borchardt, Faygie Of Peace. And Pieces, 
Apr. '84 

Branfman, Varda Letter to a Soviet Jew 
(poem), Nov. '83 

Chinn, Rabbi Yitzchak Ohr Shraga~ The 
Light of Reh Shraga Feivel, Sept. '83 

Cymerman, Shmuel The Diary of a "Baal 
Agalla", Nov. '83 

David, Dr. Gerald A Broken Promise: Free 
and Appropriate Special Education for 
Disabled Jewish Children, Oct '83 

Englander, Moshe Uncovering the fV1any 
Layers of Tzefas, May '84 

Feuer, Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Torah in its 
Summer Glory, May '84 

Frank, Shira Silvers Time For Personal 
Growth, Summer '84 

Frenkel, Nama Music-By and For a Jewish 
Woman, Summer '84 

Friedenson, Joseph Heroics and "Remem
berance"-a New Jewish Religion? 

Fryshman, Dr. Bernard Straw Hat in a Sea of 
Black (P.S.), Jan. '84; Civilization and 
the Jews: A Media Report, Sept. '84 
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Geldwerth, Lipa He Looked Into the Torah 
and Fashioned Man, Mar. '84 

Gershenfeld, Beryl Hidden Beginnings: the 
Process of Discovery-(A Rosh Ha
shana Essay), Sept '83 

Gifter, Rabbi Mordechai Learning to Speak 
With Responsibility, Jan. '84 

Greenwald, Sidney Knowing "Shas" 
Through Mifal HaShas, Mar. '84 

Handleman, Susan Stranger in a Strange 
Land, Oct. '83 

Hecker, Harvey S. Concerns of a Parent-A 
Self-Analysis, Nov. '83 

Henkin, Rabbi Yehuda Herzl Who Will Live 
and Who Will Die-Tra-La-La, Sept '84 

Hollander, Zvi Baruch "Hazkarah"in Telshe, 
Jan. '84 

Kalter, Melvin "Everybody's Going" (S.L.), 
Sept. '84 

Kamenetsky, Rabbi Yaakov Around the 
Sanctuary They Shall Dwell, Sept. '83 

Keinen, Amos "Ohr Somayach": Joyful Light 
(translation), Nov. '83 

Kolodny, Moshe Jewish Life in America, 
Apr. '84; Preserving the Legacy, Sum
mer '84 

Konstam, Pesach H. (translator) Joy Within 
the Tears of Mourning (trans. and 
adaptation from R. Schorr), May '83 

Linchner, Rabbi Alexander Two Winters in 
Radin, Jan. '84 

Malov, Sinai Reaching For More Through 
V'shinantom, Mar. '84 

Miller, Yisroel The Chaver, Nov. '83 
Nahmoud, Nehama Consuelo Saddiq of the 

Sahara, Nov. '83; The Love Bomb, Apr. 
'84; Junkies Without Drugs, Sept. '84 

Pam, Rabbi Avrohom The Chofetz Chaim's 
Messages to Our Generation Jan. '84 

Perr, Shanie And He Who Knows Not How 
to Ask Open for Him, Apr. '84; And 
Sarah Was Listening .. , Summer '84 

Reisman, L.M. Hacham Shaya's Simhat To
r ah, Sept. '84 

Reisman, Yisroel "Chinuch"-The Training 
of Children: Whose Responsibility Is 
It?, Summer '84 

Ribowsky, Helene R=l: A Dangerous Equa
tion, Oct '83 

Rishona, Bracha "A Penny for T zeddaka" .. 
Two Sides of the Charity Coin, Mar. 
'84 

Scherman, Nosson DafYomi on the Wire
Thanks to Ma Bell (S.L.), May '83; 
Summer; A Season for Growth, Sept 
'83 

Rabbi GedaJya Schorr Joy Within the Tears 
of Mourning (translation and adapta
tion), May '83 

Schostak, Rabbi Zev In the World of Tomor
row (poem), May '83; "Birkas Ha Torah" 
as a Philosophy of Torah Education, 
May '84 

Schreibman, Menachim Goodbye, Max
His Last Chessed Shel Emes, May '83 

Schwab, Rabbi Shimon A Shabbos With the 
Chofetz Claim (based on an address 
and interview), Jan. '84 

Sheinman, A. Succos: The Time of Joy, Oct. 
'83; In Search of Freedom and Inde
pendence, Apr. '84 

Shine, Marsha Teshuva (Return) (poem), 
Mar. '84 

Shulman, Avi The Critical Parent's Guide
book, Nov. '83 

Spero, Moshe Halevi The Psychopathology 
of Everyday Speech, May '84 

Tell er, Hanoch Reh Hirsh Michel's Yerusha
layim Shel Ma'alah 5600/1840-5666/ 
1906, Oct. '83; Israel's New "Baseball 
Cards", Sept '84 

Toshavi, Ezriel A Strife-Filled Summer in 
Jerusalem, Sept '83; The Battle of the 
Seventh Day, Apr. '84; Elections in 
Israel (S.L.), Summer '84 

Tropper, Sori Some Unorthodox Reflections 
on Feminism and Torah, Summer '84 

Vine, Michael (translator)"Ohr Somayach": 
Joyful Light (Amos Keinan), Nov. '83 

Wakslak, Chaim A Special Summer Expe
rience, Oct. '83 

Wikler, Dr. Meir An Outline for Guidance 
Sessions, May '83 

Wolbe, Rabbi Shlomo The Relevance of the 
Teachings of Reh Yisroel Salanter '7"'1T 
(trans. & adapt.), Mar. '84 

Wolpin, Nisson Who Will Do the Teaching?, 
May '83; Looking Back at Anger {S.L.), 
May '83; The Further Reforming of 
Conservative Judaism, Nov. '83; Com
promise on the Great Divide, Jan. '84; 
Losing at Jewish Numbers, May '84 

Zimmerman, Batya Worn, But Not to Be 
Discarded, May '84 

Zwiebel, Chaim Dovid The Yeshivos' Edu
cational Independence Under Threat, 
May '84; Bringing G-d Into the Public 
School Classroom, Sept. '84 
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NEWS~ROM ... 
AGU.DATif,ISRAEL 

AGUDATH ISRAEL SUES N.Y.C. 
BOARD OF ESTIMATE OVER 
GAY RIGHTS RESOLUTION 

Agudath Israel of America has commenced 
a lawsuit in New York State Supreme Court 
challenging the validity of the New York City 
Board of Estimate's recent resolution of Oc
tober 5 requiring all City contracts coming 
before the Board for approval to include a 
provision prohibiting employment discrimi
nation against homosexuals. 

In making the announcement, David 
ZweibeL Esq., Agudath lsraefs Director of 
Government Affairs, stated that this was the 
second lawsuit Agudath Israel has brought 
on the gay rights issue. Earlier this year, 
Agudath Israel took the City to court over 
the Mayor's Executive Order 50, which pro
hibited all entities doing business with the 
City from discriminating in employment on 
the basis of" sexual orientation or affectional 
preference'' -which, according to the City, 
included "bisexuality or homosexuality by 
practice, preference, history or perception." 
Agudath Israel advised the Court that Execu
tive Order 50 impinged upon the religious 
principles of the organization and contended 
that the Mayor had exceeded his constitu
tional authority in promulgating the Execu
tive Order without any legislative underpin
ning. Justice Alvin F. Klein of the New York 
State Supreme Court upheld the Agudath 
Israel challenge. The City currently is appeal
ing Justice Klein's ruling. 

The Agudath Israel alforney stated that in response 
to Justice Klein's decision striking down Erecutiue 
Order 50, the Cify Board of Estimate adopted its own 
resolution requiring that all City contracts coming 
before the Board for approval contain a provision bar
ring employment discrimination of the basis of "sexual 
orientation and affectional preference." This resolution 
is the target of Agudath Israel's new lawsuit. As was 
the case earlier this year when &ecutive Order 50 was 
challenged, certain Catholic and Protestant social service 
agencies have also filed lawsuits challenging the validity 
of the Board of Estimate's new resolution. 

AGUDATH ISRAEL EXPLAINS 
YESHIVA POSITIONS 

TO 2 REGENTS FORUMS 

In two separate moves over the course of 
last week, the Commission on Legislation 
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and Civic Action of Agudath Israel of Amer
ica testified before the New York State Board 
of Regents, to protect the rights of yeshivos 
from proposed regulations that would in
fringe upon their character, and to recom
mend an agenda for state legislative action in 
the upcoming year. At the hearings, Agudath 
Israel advocated for the interests of the 
approximately 200 Orthodox yeshivos in 
New York State. 

In the New York City hearing, held Sep
tember 14, Attorney Shumel Prager, General 
Counsel of Agudath Israel, delivered detailed 
legal argument before the Board in calling for 
amendment of the proposed Part 100 of 
Commissioner's regulations in a way that 
would allow yeshivos to be faithful to their 
unique objectives while meeting State re
quirements. Included in Prager's recommen
dations were the broadening of the definition 
of the State's allowance of "equivalent in
struction" and preservation of clauses en
couraging flexibility in school curriculum. 

Come To 

Examinations that expect yeshiva students 
be familiar with cultural and religious influ
ences alien to their way of life were also 
brought to the attention of the Board, as 
were requirements of the proposal that set 
compulsory goals for non-compulsory nur
servy and kindergarten programs. C>ther 
areas touched by the testimony concerned 
alternative art and music programs and school 
evaluation of transfer students. 

In a separate action in Albany on Sep
temger 19, Agudath Israel submitted before 
the Board of Regents recommendations for 
legislation in the upcoming year. In his tes
timony, Mr. Prager argued for funding for 
non-public schools to meet the new mandates 
of the Regents Action Plan, and urged the 
Board to support bills proposing state-provi
ded transportation for handicapped yeshiva 
students, grants for health projects in non
public schools, asbestos abatement assistance, 
and equitable provision of training programs 
for teachers outside the public system. 

Formerly Kosher King 

Whitehead Hall, Brooklyn College 

COPE DIDN'T 
HAVE TO BE THE BEST 

BVTITIS 
Applications are now being accepted for our next computer 

programming course beginning February 4, 1985 
For Information and Enrollment Procedures Call 

COPE 
INSTITUTE 

The Computer Programming Training 
Center to Business and Industry 

4419 18th Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 

(718) 436-1700 
Accredited by the Association of Independent Colleges & Schools. 

Licensed by the New York Stale Educallonal Deparlment. 
A Division of Agudalh Israel of America 
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CHIZUK EXPANDS PROGRAMS 
FOR POPULAR 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

A "Jewish Living Laboratory," a class in 
"The Mystique of Marriage," and a workshop 
on "The Road to Prayer" are just a sampling 
of the type of courses that began in Sep
tember at the Chizuk Institute for Torah 
Studies in Brooklyn. The center, which has 
expanded its curriculum this year to include 
ten courses in popular adult education, was 
founded with the goal of giving every mem
ber of the Jewish community the opportunity 
to enrich his/her knowledge of Judaism, re
gardless of previous educational background. 

A Hebrew Ulpan and special pre-Holiday seminars 
arr additional attractions offered by the Institute, which 
also i rn:/udes a class in Aleph-Beis for beginners, as wt/I 
as a shiur in the Rambam and commenlt:1ries for the 
more advanced in Jewish learning. A recent seminar in 
kashrus open to the entire community drew an overflow 
crowd of religious as well as marginally commited Jews, 
ranging from engaged couples ready to found new homes 
lo new students interested in kashering their dormitory 
kitchen. 

Many of the students of the Institute were 
originally put in touch with Chizuk through 
its "Hotline to Judaism," a 24-hour phone 
number advertised in such media as the Vil
lage Voice and campus newspapers. According 
to Chizuk Director Rabbi Dov id Goldwasser, 
thousands of calls come in each year. 

The Institute of Torah Studies is located at 
the Harry and Jane Fischel Drop-In Center in 
Flatbush, which is a focal point for many of 
Chizuk's projects. A division of Agudath 
Israel World Organization, Chizuk serves as 
an international reference center for baalei 
teshuva and people involved in kiruv work on 
the adult level. Its centr.11 offices are located 
at 5 Beekman Street, New York, New York. 

JEP BEGINS llTH YEAR 
WITH EXPANDED PROGRAM 

As the Jewish Education Program (JEP) 
begins its eleventh year, effort is being made 
by its leadership to evaluate its present activi
ties and assess plans for expansion into a 
widening range of endeavors. The outreach
oriented project, sponsored by Agudath Israel 
of America, has just completed a successful 
summer season in which it conducted a series 
of musical and dramatic presentations in con
junction with Jewish rap sessions at camps 
throughout the mountain vacation areas of 
New York. 

In discussing the spectrum of JEP's activi
ties, Director Rabbi Mutty Katz explained 
that the program embraces projects geared to 
expose unaffiliated Jewish youngsters to the 
warmth of the Torah heritage as well as activ
ities designed to augment the "ruach" at 
yeshiva day schools and other educational 
institutions. The agenda focuses on placing 
public school children in yeshivos and moti
vating students already enrolled in day 
schools to continue their learning on the 
secondary level and beyond. The JEP staff 
estimates that 90 children who would other
wise remain without a Torah education were 
placed in yeshivas and camps this year alone. 

This summer project exemplifies the type of work JEP 
is involved with year-round. A working relationship 
was developed with Federation-sponsored camps such a5 
Ha Tikva and HES, whereby J EP volunteers ran weekly 
evening programs that contributed significantly to thr 
Jewish atmosphere. Other camps brought JEP in for 
special features and occasions. Jn all, about BOO children 
were touched by these events, which are followed arr 
followed up with personal contact maintained between 
JEP workers and many of the campers. 

Because the nature of JEP's work requires 
diligent, sustained effort rather than short-
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term attention-catching activity, the public is 
often unaware of the scope of its operation. 
As Rabbi Katz explains, "We have found that 
our major successes have been accomplished 
through unglamorous, week-to-week work 
that does not capture the headlines, but in the 
end captures the hearts." 

A network of hundreds of volunteers has 
been recruited to help implement these ends, 
guided by a miniscule staff. One of the major 
thrusts of the team's work is in the Release
Time education of public school students. 
Several hundred youngsters from approxi
mately twenty public schools participate in 
the weekly hour, where they are taught bas
ics of Judaism through stories, and structured 
learning. About ten per-cent are eventually 
placed in.yeshivas. 

In another dimension of its work, the JEP 
corps runs Shabbatonim almost every other 
wee, which can be attended by anywhere 
from 20 to 60 children each. Some of these 
weekends are hosted for Talmud Torah 
youngsters from all over New York and New 
Jersey, and as far away as Philadelphia. Oth
ers are sponsored in conjunction with day 
schools throughout the region. In addition, 
about twenty such schools are visited once a 
month each by JEP personnel, who organize 
assemblies and establish personal touch with 
individual students. Several of these schools 
are also served with Chavrusa Program, 
wherein students spend part of their school 
day learning one-on-one with lalmidim of 
yeshivos gedolos. The exposure to the special 
flavor of a beis medrash atmosphere and the 
contact with B'nei Torah on the human level 
are crucial elements for the success of JEP's 
work in placing eight graders in yeshiva high 
schools. 
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CALIFORNIA AGUDAH GREETS GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE OF AUTOPSY BILL 

Sacramento, California-Governor George 
Deukmejian of California signed into law a 
bill designed to protect religious Jews against 
autopsies and other unacceptable post-mor
tem procedures. The action was greeted as" a 
significant forward move" by the Commis
sion on Legislation and Civic Action of Agu
dath Israel of California, which was instru
mental in drafting the bill and helped spear
head its passage through the California State 
Legislature last August. 

During the weeks the bill remained on the goriernor's 
desk awaiting his signature, those who were opposed to 
its passage mounted increasing pressure to block its 
approval. According to an Agudath Israel spokesman, 
the chief e:recutive was in the end persuaded that the 
legislation does not constitute a violation of the principle 
of separation of church and state, but is rather in accord 
with the constitutional aim of protecting the rights of iii/ 
citizens. 

The new law establishes a procedure 
whereby persons 18 years of age or older can 
execute a "certificate of religious belief" stat
ing their religious opposition to post-mortem 
procedures. If, upon such a person's death, 
his relative or friend informs the coroner that 
the decedent had executed a certificate of 
religious belief, and produces the certificate 

within 48 hours after so informing the cor
oner, the coroner typically may not perform 
the post-mortem procedure. Rabbi Chaim 
Schnur, recently-named executive director of 
the Agudath Israel of California, announced 
that the organization would be undertaking a 
major campaign to educate California's Jew
ish community about the bill and to establish 
a program to help persons execute "certifi
cates of religious belief." Agudath Israel of 
California maintains executive offices in Los 
Angeles; its newly-elected presidium consists 
of five distinguished local Orthodox leaders. 

In seeking legislative recognition of the 
rights of religious Jews to be free from hala
chically unacceptable post;-mortem proce
dures, the California Agudah worked closely 
with the National officf:! of Agudath Israel. 
David Zweibel, Esq., Agudath Israel's Direc
tor of Government Affairs, described the bill 
as "an important first step," which will, "in 
large part, redress the law's insufficient sen
sitivity to the constitutional rights of people 
whose religious principles forbid post-mor
tem procedures absent extraordinary cir
cumstances." While expressing reservations 
about the new California law, which does not 
afford the same degree of protection as do 

laws in New York and New Jersey, the 
Agudah attorney emphasized that the legis
lation represents a "major breakthrough" for 
the growing Orthodox Jewish community on 
the West Coast. The organization will con
tinue its efforts in future legislative sessions 
to achieve the passage of the New York and 
New Jersey formula. 

Dr. Irving Lebovics and Stanley Treitel, 
co-chairmen of the California Agudah Com
mission, praised the efforts of Rabbis Mau
rice Lamm and Mayer May of Los Angeles, 
Rabbi Pinchos Lipner of San Francisco, and 
Rabbi Eliezer Langer of San Diego. The bill's 
supporters in the legislature included Sena
tors Herschel Rosenthal and David Roberti, 
Assemblymen Willie Brown, Burt Margolin, 
Gray Davis, Mike Roos and Tom Hayden, 
Los Angeles County Supervisors Mike An
tonovich and Edmund Edelman, and Lieuten~ 
ant Governor Leo McCarthy. 

According to Dr. Lebovics and Mr. Treitel, 
the bill also enjoyed the support of a broad 
group of local Jewish Federations of Greater 
California, the Anti-Defamation League of 
B'nai Brith and the American Jewish Con
gress, as well as the California chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union. 
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CODEX 
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ILLUMINATING, 
FASCINATING, 
BRILLIANT, 
ARTISTIC and 
RARE" 

HOW ELSE CAN YOU DESCRIBE THIS NEW LIMITED EDITION OF THE 

MAIMONIDES 
MISHNEH TORAH 

IN low for the first time, an artistic, magnificent, limited 
English language edition of Maimonides-Rambam's-Mishneh 
Torah. You may have seen the Ram barn's Mishneh Torah before, 
but you have never seen it like this amazing 12th Century illumi
nated reproduction. 

I c lompleted in Cairo in 1180, the work of Maimonides 
has survived several manuscript copies. The one included in 
the Codex Maimuni was copied in 1295-1296, most probably in 
France. Exquisitely illuminated, the Codex was inscribed in black, 
red and blue ink and areadomed with a number of miniatures. 
The title pages of the introduction and each of the 14 books, all 
exhibit biblical or other scenes. 

I Aln reproduced in one volume; 176 pages including 
.68 pages of the illuminated Kaufmann Codex. Approximately 
187116" x 123/4''. This once in a lifetime publication is ideal as a 
gift, as a work of art, as a piece of Judaica or for your coffee table. 
Order your limited edition today. 

PRICEo $195.00 

r-----------------------, LUBINSKY-SCHILD ASSOCIATES 
PROMOTIONS DIVISION 
475 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 100!7 

Gentlemen: Please rush me copy(iesl of the new English 
limited edition Codex Maimuni. Enclosed, please find my check 
for _________ Special name engraving add $10.00. 

City· ______ State·~----Zipc· __ _ 

Telephone __________ _ 

Text of special engraving: (Maximum 20 JettersL 

Please make che<:k payable to: 
Lubinsky-Schild Promotions. ALLOW THREE WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

46 

-

Time for 
Cb<e$sc:d 

Can 
HauoJa 

City of 
AVrotiorn 

HADERECH. 97 Stamford Hill 
London N 16 STR, England 
Enclosed please find my remittance of $10 
incl. surface mail postage ($8 extra for 
airmail) in payment of my subscription to 
Haderech for six issues, 
NAME-----------

KASHRUS QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

A SERVICE OF ... 

g KOSHER SUPERVISION SERVICE 
CJ CALL: (201) 343-740 

For your free copy of J} KOSHER FOOD 
PRODUCTS DIRECTORY, send $1.00 to cover 
mailing and handling, and your name and 
address to: 

KOSHER SUPERVISION SERVICE 
354 State Street 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 

The Jewish Observer I November, 1984 



CHINUCH ATZMAI INCREASES ENROLLMENT, 
MAINTAINS FULL PROGRAM AND STAFF 

The Chinuch Atzmai-Torah Schools net
work in Israel began its 32nd year with an 
increase in enrollment of lSOOchildren,eight 
new kindergartens, and three new schools: in 
Chatzor, Har Nof {Jerusalem), and Shderot. 
Instruction for boys began Rosh Chodesh Elul 
{Aug. 29), and for girls on Sunday, Sept. 2. 

The growth in enrollment helped offset an 
anticipated reduction in the teaching staff fol
lowing government cutbacks in subsidies for 
basic teaching hours. The Ministry of Educa
tion, as part of the government's overall eco
nomic retrenchment, reduced the number of 
subsidized hours, threatening the dismissal 
of hundreds of teachers, but growth in enroll
ment created a need for additional teachers. 
Under normal conditions, the total teaching 
staff ,would have expanded; under current 
conditions, those teachers facing dismissal 
because of a reduction in force were re
assigned. Since there was also a voluntary 
attrition from retirements and other causes, 
the teaching staff was stabilized. 

Expanded enrollment combined with re
duction in subsidies evoked a decision by the 
members of the American Section of the 
International Board of Governors to increase 
the monthly allocation to the administration 
in Israel to help offset the increase in its non
subsidized budget. They called upon all friends 
of Torah to join with them in assuring that 
the economic retrenchment in Israel should 
not cause any reduction in the Torah educa
tion of Israel's children. 

The network has an enrollment of more 
than 40,000 children and a staff of 3,000 in 
more than 300 institutes serving 125 com
munities, bringing quality religious and se<:u
lar education into every area of settlement 
where each school is a living source of Torah 
guidance for children, their families, and the 
entire comminity, producing generations of 
Jews who are loyal to Torah and Israel. The 
goal is to reach every Jewish child in every 
community and settlement in Israel. 
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Project OHR Inc. 
(Office for Homecare Referral) 
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Pincus Mandel 
Cemetery Consultant 

Representative of Chevros 
Kadisha in Jerusalem 

with karka on Har Hazaitim, San
hedria and Har Hamnuchot; also 
sole agent for the "ADMAT KO
DESH" Cemetery in SEFAT, near 
the " TZIYON" of R'PINCHAS 
Ben Y AIR and MER ON Cemetery, 
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of the COMMUNITY ... Not a 
PRIVATELY -OWNED BUSl
NESS. 
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