


I 

1,000,000 
CHILDREN 

N.EEDYOURHELP 
FORlY YFARS AGO 
WEWST 
AMilLION 
CHILDREN 
TO THE 
NAZI HORROR. 

TODAY 
WECANWSE 
ANOTHER MllLION 
DUETOOUR 
OWN NEGLECT. 
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An exaggeration? An overstatement? Con· 
sider this-there are close to 1.000,000 Jewish 
children in Israel today. The vast majority of them 
are growing up with no association to our 
glorious past and without hope for the future. A 
pol! recently reported in the Israeli press showed 
that a large percentage of these children would 
rather live someplace other than !sraeL A huge 
number have no objection to marrying a non" 
Jew. Incredible as it may seem. most don't even 
know how to recite "Shema YisroeL ., And all the 
while. drugs and crime are running rampant in 
the community. 

Reb Aaron Kotler of blessed memory. at a 
meeting shortly before his passing away. stated, 
"Yes. we have a money deficit. But we have an 
even greater deficit"'~ the deficit of thousands of 
children being lost to our nation every year." 

A NEW WAVE OF HOPE 
Yet amidst this hopelessness, and perhaps 

because of it. a fantastic-almost overwhelm
ing-wave of Teshuva is sweeping the country. 
Everyday we are besieged by hundreds of letters 
and phone calls from parents who say. "Please 
take my child into your schools. I want to save 
them. Please give them a chance to !earn 
Torah." Whole communities where no Torah 
schools exist are begging us to open schools for 
their children. But there are no dassrooms. no 
teachers, and no books to fill the need. 

from a letter of Harau Shach 

CHINUCH ATZMAI TODAY 
Chinuch Atzmai has made enormous gains 

the past few years. FoUowing the words of our 
great leaders of yesterday of blessed memory, 
we have established schools in areas never 
dreamed possible before. 40,000 children learn 
every day in our schools 

SO UTILE TO DO SO MUCH 
Yet this is pitifully inadequate compared to 

the need. The ever-increasing inflation is eroding 
even the budget for our existing schools. resulting 
in broken-down buildings and classrooms 
bursting at the seams with children. 

Harav Shach, one of the spiritual leaders of 
Chinuch Atzmai. states that if we had sufficient 
money. we could enroll over 100.000 children 
today. And in the near future perhaps 250.000! 

THE FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS 
You can make it happen! If we don't act to

day. we don't know how many of these children 
v..ril! be gone tomorrow-gone from G-dliness. 
lost to their nation 

Today we don't have to look for them. they 
are coming to us begging for help_ Dare we ig
nore them? What will we answer when we are 
asked. "You had the chance to save a whole 
generation for Kial Yisroel but failed to act.'' 

What we do is not for them alone. !t is for 
ourselves and for our future generations. 

Every dollar counts! Please do not 
wait-act today! 

HEIP US SAY YES TO EVERY CHILD 

Our goal is to reach every Jewish child in 
every community and settlement in Israel. 

MEET THIS HISTORIC 
CHALLENGE NOW! 

Subsidize A School For A Year $ 75,000 
Sponsor Prefab Classrooms SI 0.500 
Playground Facilities $3,600 
Nassi Layom SI ,800 

Memorial Plaque 
Child Sponsorship 
Annual Membership 
Donor 

s 1,000 
$360 
$200 

$50 

,-------------------
! TORAH-SCHOOLS FOR ISRAEL 
I CHINUCH ATZMAI '"'° '""""' iunn mo 
I 
I 
I 

167 Madison Auenw'_ .\'e" York ,\ )- j()./j(, ,.! !.!.' SS'i ();1{)/l 

·-~Enclosed find my contribution of$ __________ _ 
.. ~Please accept my pledge of _____________________ _ 

I Name_.___ -------- ---- - ---

1 Address_··-·---------------------------

1 -------



(A) 

A Message to Our Readers: 
My Dear Friend, 

Would you consider joining us in what we see as our urgent task: bringing news. analysis and opinion on Jewish issues to 
our reading public? 

While we don't pretend to be the last word on whatever we discuss, we do endeavor to present our topics from a Torah 
perspective-often with the words of leading rabbis and yeshiva deans, writers and thinkers. 

Our readers talk back to us, and most of their messages are positive: the Kolle\-feilow in Johannesburg, S.A., who findsJO's 
articles "indispensable for my reach-out activities" ... the newly religious engineer in Santa Monica who "gains new insights 
and understandings in the richness of Judaism from every issue" ... the yeshiva high school teacher in Queens who "finds 
something of value to share with my class month after month" ... a Rabbi in a suburban Ohio community, a Baltimore 
housewife .... 

We find the responses encouraging, but there is a negative side to the ledger: JO's financial status. The Jewish Observer 
was never expected to be a money-makingjoumal-and it isn't. In fact, in recent months, production has been halted several 
times because of financial difficulties, to the point of threatening further publication of the magazine. 

The Jewish Observer needs friends-like you-to join us in helping us bring TheJ.O.'s message to our tens of thousands of 
readers. 

One of the ways you can do this is by sending Shana Tova New Year's Greetings for 5746 to your friends and relatives 
through the pages of The Jewish Obseiver. For a tax-deductible contribution of $100, $50, $36, or $25, you will be entitled to 
have your greeting published in the special Shana Tova/New Year's Greeting section of our September/Ellul issue. Your 
"L'Shana Tova" message will reach JO readers all over the world together with The Jewish Obsetver's inspiring Rosh Hashana 
articles, and at the same time, you'll be helping us bring a Torah message to those same readers month after month. 

We're looking forward to your generous response. 
Most sincerely, 
The Jewish Obseiver 

P.S. Just make use of the choices of Greetings sizes on the adjoining form. 

Mr. and MTs. 
David Singer and family 
wish all friends and relatives 
a year of health, happiness 

and prosperity 
amongst all of Klal Yisroel 

n:n\J nr.Pnn1 n:i,n:i 

Mr. and Mrs. Chaim}. Banker 

wish one and all 

-n~l\J i1P'tltn nl-sn:> 

(D)~ ____ __, 

We are offering four sizes for your greetings: 
(A) 3' _ .. _,, .. _. _ .. _ .. _ .... _ ... ,, _ .. _ .. _ ... $100 
(B) 1 W. _. _ .. ___ . __ . __ . _ .. __ . __ . __ . _ .. _. _., _ $50 
(C) 1 W (narrow column) , , , , , , , , , , , . , , _ , , , , , _ $36 
(D) l" (narrow column),_, __ ,_,,_,,,, ___ ,,,,_, $25 

Please enclose payment with your insertion, and mail to: 

The Jewish Observer I 5 Beekman Street, 
New York, New York 10038 

ir.mnrn 1:in::m n:m:i i1l\!IJ 
to all relatives and friends 

from 
Rabbi and Mrs. Simcha Lyons 

St. Louis, Missouri 

mnnm 1;n:m nJ1" nJl(l7 
nY1'll'l n71Nl nll!J 
J1" ,,, nn7~n 

Mr. & Mrs. Abish Brodt 
and family 

I am pleased to learn that my nshana Tova" wishes 
in your columns will help The Jewish Observer 
greet 5746 with a reduced deficit. 
Name _________________ _ 

(B) 

Address---------·-------
City, State, Zip 

D Payment Enclosed 
0 Charge my credit card: 0 MasterCard D Visa 

Account No. 0000000000000000 
Expiration date DO (month) 00 (year) 
Signature ________________ _ 

We are sorry, but due to high bank charges, all payments 
must be made in US dollars, drawn on a US bank. 

-~"""'-- ,,,,,,,,.,,,,,~-~----~---c:c-

I 
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AS WE GO TO PRESS, we record with deep sorrow the pass
ing of the Bostoner Rebbe, Horav Moshe Horowitz, P','.'i 1~! 
11.:li:l? on 14 Sivan. He V\'as \.videly recognized as a personality 
of singular piety and Torah scholarship, and as possessing a 
unique dedication to the needs of Kial Yisroel, ever ready to re
spond to any call for service - as expressed in his active mem
bership on the Presidium of Agudath Israel of America and, sub
sequently, his active membership on its policy making body, the 
Moetzes Gedo/ci Ha Torah (Council of Torah Sages). He was the 
scion of a family of nobility and succeeded, together with his late 
father Reb Pinchas, '"~l. in transplanting to these shores the 
unique Clwssidus identified with Ycr11slzalayi111 Ir Hakodcsh. The 
multitude of mourners that followed his aron in the funeral bore 
testimony to the great esteem and love in which he was held. 

11i:J. 1i:JT 'iP 

May his memory be a blessing. 



DONATE $36.00 
AND THE 

SIDDUR IS YOURS! 
For every $36.00 you donate to the 
Eitz Chaim Foundation* we will send 
you the new highly acclaimed hard
cover ArtScroll Siddur (a $17.95 retail 
value). The Eitz Chaim 
Foundation is an inter- ~"""'-'" 
national tzedakah fund .. · .. ··.·•· .. 
and interest-free loan 
society recognized and 
supported by leading 
Torah authorities. 

Now you can partici
pate in the highest form 
of charity and receive as 
well. Not only will your 
donation bring you a 
beautiful siddur, but 
*The Eitz Chaim foundation founded in 1967 is a tax-exempt 

public charity with international philanthropic activities . 

• EITZ CHAIM FOUNDATION 
",}' • 1505 Coney Island Avenue 

'. ... "./ Brooklyn, New York 11230 

your money will be used again and 
again to help hundreds of individuals 
and institutions who really need it. 
Your donation is confidential and 

100% charity (nothing is 
deducted for expenses). 

Make this siddur a gift 
to yourself or to some
one else. Simply fill out 
the coupon below and 
return it with your con
tribution; in turn you 
will receive the beauti
ful siddur. We at the Eitz 
Chaim Foundation and 
all those who depend 
on us thank you. 

Please make checks payable to: 
EITZ CHAIM FOUNDATION 

I 
I 
I 
I I Enclosed, please find my contribution of __ _ 
I Name which entitles me to: 

I Address __ ArtScro\I hardcover 
I Eitz Chaim Siddur(im) (Nusach Sefard) 
I City ---- State - Zip ---- ·-·· ArtScroll hardcover I 
I Please allow 7-14 days to receive your siddur(im) Siddur(im) (Nusach Ashkenaz) \01 I 
'---------------------------------------------~ 



Nissan Wolpin 

When There is a Need For 

DISTINCTIONS 
When Rabbi Meir Shapiro, famed Ra1' of Lublin, 

returned from his first trip to Ameiica, he \Vas asked about 
his i1npressions. ''In America,'' he said, ''our brethren 
know how to make 'Kiddush' but they don't know how to 
make' Hrruda/la .' They are guick to lend things sanctity, but 
do not differentiate bet\.veen sacred and profane." 

That trenchant assessment of over a half-century ago is 
unfrntunately still descriptive of one of our Jewish commu
nity's n1ore malignant situations. There are groups that 
emphasize positive concepts such as achdus/unity and 
Ahavas Yisroe/ without differentiating between ''sacred and 
profane, light and darkness."* Such an inability to make 
distinctions \vas apparently at the root of a precedent
shattering initiative by one of the major Orthodox bodies 
of American Jewry. The presidents of the Conservative 
Rabbinical Assembly and the Orthodox Rabbinical Council 
of America exchanged platforms at each others' conven
tions, blazing ne\v trails in inter- denominational cooper
ation, and thereby blurred the basic distinctions between 
those who accept the authority of Torah and those who do 
not. 

*from the l-fm•da/111 ccrernony, separating tht_• Sabbath fnlln the rest of 
the week. 

There was, of course, the expected qualifying statement 
bv the president of the RCA: "It is only because we are so 
far apart," said Rabbi Louis Bernstein to the Conservative 
rabbinical conclave, "that I can talk to you." 

Protests to the contrary nohvithstanding, the impression 
\.vas nlade, and The .1.\Jeze York Ti111es, for one, understood 
the impact of the event well enough to headline the story 
of the return engagement: "Leader of Conservative Rabbis 
Addresses Orthodox Council" (NYT, May l, '85). There 
is nothing of greater import than the damaging perception 
that a terrible breach has been made in the impermeable, 
insum1ountable \Vall that separates Ma 'a111i11hn from Kofri1n 
- the leaders of an Orthodox rabbinical group from the 
leaders of a group that teaches, even promotes defiance of 
the Sinai tic covenant. And it is incomprehensible that the 
president of the Orthodox rabbinical group should be a 
willing accomplice to this breach. 

The Words Speak Loudly 

Let us accept, for a moment, the claim of the RCA that 
the \Vords spoken at the tvvo conventions are more impor
tant than the perceptions this exchange created. Let us 
pretend that perceptions are for the "uninitiated" - peo
ple like the rabbinical leaders who objected so strenuously 
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to this exchange, and the masses of Orthodox Jews who 
take such offense to it, or like Ari Goldman, who wrote the 
stories for The Neu' York Times. What did the two organiza
tional heads say; what did they want? 

According to the speeches, the Conservatives entered 
this pttlpit-swapping with a twofold agenda in mind: First, 
the Conservatives vvant to gain legitimacy for their move
ment in Israel, ending what they consider unfair treat
ment. As Rabbi Alexander M. Shapiro, president of the 
Rabbinical Assembly, using the RCA convention as a plat
form for his non-Orthodox designs, put it: "What matters 
to the rabbinic authorities in Israel is not the halacha of 
geinll, but the identity of the converting Rabbi. The treat
ment of Conservative rabbis by Orthodox Rabbis in Israel, 
despite their affirmation of the Halacha, is so disgraceful, 
so utterly without a basis of any kind, that it is beyond 
description."* 

While he treats the identity of the "converting Rabbi" 
as separate and distinct from ''the lzalacha of conversion,'' 
the two cannot be separated, as Rabbi Moshe Feinstein 
makes clear in a halachic responsa on the matter (see Igros 
Moshe**).AConservative Rabbi cannot serve on a beis din 
supervising a valid conversion because he cannot imbue 
a prospective convert with basics of faith that he himself 
does not accept. 

But this does not prevent the conciliatory Rabbi Shapiro 
from referring abusively to those who uphold Rabbi Fein
stein' s halachic decision. As for the RCA' s response to this 
request, "Rabbi Bernstein rejected the plea for interven
tion in Israel" (NY Times, May 1, '85). 

A Common "Beis Din" - For What? 

The other stated purpose was to take steps toward the 
creation of a central beis din to deal with ishut andgeirut ~ 
marriage and divorce, and conversion. (At least Habbi 
Bernstein referred to both. Shapiro only mentioned gcirut.) 
Now, we will be quick to agree among the major tragedies 
of our American golus are the common occurence of sec
ond marriages without benefit of a get (the halachic divorce 
which would serve to dissolve the first marriage) resttlting 
in the proliferation of mamuirim; and the influx of halachi
callv invalid converts to Judaism. The solution to these 
problems lies in the creation of an Orthodox-controlled bcis 
din for all;n"ttin, and in an exclusively-Orthodox directed 
conversion process for all geirus. 

On this issue, I11e New York Times reported: "Rabbi 
Bernstein said that cooperative ventures between the Or
thodox and Conservatives in the United States deserved 
further study." It is our expectation that this will not oc
cur, leaving no practical results from this cross

* All quotations are fron1 an unpfficia] transcript of Rabbi Shapiro's 
spcL>ch. 

('1"'.) iJ 'tJ "'1"1') * * 
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conventional fertilization. As for geirus, Shapiro called for 
replicating the discredited Denver format,* whereby Or
thodox rabbis supervised only the ceremonial aspects of 
conversions sponsored by Conservative and Reform 
Rabbis. Following this formula wottld only compound the 
gnawing problems, putting an Orthodox hech 'sher on in
valid conversions, as they did in Denver. In fact, the Den
ver conversions are now under investigation by a special 
RCA panel, and Rabbi Bernstein himself is reported as say
ing "that ... there was a problem in principle ... with Con
servatives perfomring Kabbalos mitzvah ... in which the rabbi 
ascertains that the conve1t is prepared to accept the mitz
tiof .... Conservatives interpret those commandments in 
ways much different than the Orthodox in some key 
areas." (Reported by Larry Cohlerin the L.J. Jewish World, 
May 10, '85.) 

So much for the spoken agenda and the official reasons 
for this milestone. But what of the other messages, spoken 
and implied by this exchange? 

Platform for Legitimacy 

Even a cursory reading of the speech delivered by Rabbi 
Alexander M. Shapiro reveals that he was out to create a 
new achdus based on a Conservative-Modern Orthodox 
axis, discrediting the "extremes" of unbridled Reform 
deviation to the left and the "closed-mindedness" of Or
thodoxy's ultra- right .. .leaving only the moderates 
represented in that convention hall to act constructively for 
Kial Yisrocl' s future. How did he seek to create a spirit of 
camaraderie with the RCA? By a masterful portrayal of 
conunon sentiments, omitting every difference of doctrine 
between Orthodoxy and Conservatism. And then, by sub
tle and not-so-subtle ridicule of uncompromising Or
thodoxy, and by citing counterfeit historical precedents for 
the contemporary persecution of Conservative-type "ra
tionalism.'' Bizarre as it may seem, the RCA members in 

*A joint Traditional-Conservative-Reform program set up to deal with 
conversions. This program functioned for six years, and is looked upon 
dS a prototype for joint conversion programs in other communities, but 
was abandoned t\vo years ago \<\:hen the participating Traditiona Ira bbis 
then1selves found things out of hand. As one of then1, Rabbi Daniel 
<;oJdberger of Denver, said: ''In retrospect, in hindsight, it may be that 
it shnuld have been realized that when you get into the interpretation 
nf Jc\vish lav.' - it should have been kept separate. The conversion pro
i:,>ran1 \Vas done because \Ve felt there was a need for Kial Yisroel, for unity 
in the community and perhaps vve v.1ent overboard in that particular 
area.'' (quoted from the Denn•r I11tcn11mmtai11 fl.'"i<'ish NCTus. For a full treat
ment, of the Denver experiment, sec "Compromise on the Great Di
vide," JC) Jan. '84.) 

Rabbi Shapiro, however, blamed the Orthodox instead of the untena
ble nature of religious unity amongst Orthodox, Conservatives and Re
fonn. He said: "Why did the Denver program break dov.'n? It had to do, 
I believe, far more vvith the triumphalism of the Right than anything else 
within our community since for a very long time that structure worked 
exceedingly \veil.'' 
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Agudath Israel of America issued the folfowing state
ment regarding the recent decision of the Conservative 
Rabbinical Assembly to blacklist from speaking at Con
servative synagogues all Knesset-members who voted 
for the ''Who is a Jew" amendment, which stipulated 
that conversion b.e .in according with halacha: 

"The fallacies inherent within Conservative ideology 
have brought this movement, which denies the Reve
lation of the Written and Oral Torah, to a new depth of 
ironic inconsistency: Religious members of Israel's 
Parliament who uphold the laws of the Torah are con
sidered persona non grata, .while those who daily sound 
their shrill battle cries against religion in Israel - includ
ing Communists and representatives of all manner of 
anti-religious partie: - are welcome. 

"In one sense, however, thishan does follow a con
sistent pattern: The Conservative rabbis, having ex
cluded entire portions of the Torah from their version of 
'Judaism' (such as permitting a Kohein to marry adivor-

the convention hall seemed undisturbed by every ploy. 
S\vallo\ving every insult, \vithout a peep of protest (this 
does not include those RCA members that boycotted the 
convention because of Shi'lpiro's appearance or the ten 
members who walked out in protest). With gentle, self
deprecating wit, Shapiro recalled the days when he tried 
to learn in Mercaz I--Ial{av Kook in Jerusalen1, and vvas 
turned aside because of his Jewish Theological Seminary 
affiliation. The Rosh Yeshiva's efforts at excluding him 
were archly described and ridiculed. He found the RCA 
much more hospitable by comparison: 

"I am filled with admiration for the courage of your dis
tinguished president, both in accepting my invitation and 
in the manner in which he has reciprocated .... Since I do 
know something of the Rabbinical Council of America and 
something of the integrity of the spiritual search that has 
transpired within the lives of those of you whom I know, 
I trust that no one will get up and disappear. Rather, as 
Rabbi Bernstein himself indicated, I hope that this will rep
resent another stage in the dialogue that he began with 
us .... Rabbi Bernstein accepted seriously the admonition 
of lzoche'ach toc!ie'ach. The text after all implies that one 
should admonish one's friends and colleagues who accept 
it in the spirit with which it is given. I bust you will under
stand if I walk in his footsteps this afternoon, with the hon
esty and openness." So the dialogue consisted of honest, 
open searching words between friends and colleagues -
musmachim and "rabbis" ordained in the Jewish Theolog
ical Serninary ... and not one dissenting voice was raised in 
the entire RCA convention haJI t 
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cee and abrogatingbasicShabbath laws), are now con
tinuing this process by excluding frorn their midst those 
who speak out for adherence to Torah precepts.,,. 

"It should by now be abundantly cl ear, as manifest in 
the words of the president of the Rabbinical Assembly 
in a.recentaddress before an Orthodox rabbinic group, 
that the Conservative rabbinate's intentions will never 
be to acceptauthenticha/acha, but to continue purvey
ing to an unwary public their.pretense ofan alternative 
'halacha,' and to seek recognition ofits pseudo-Judaism 
by creating the perception of a dialogue with 
Orthodoxy. 

''Th.e.current RA decision to categorically barthe pres
ence of anypro-ha/acha Knesset member, passed atthe 
very gathering where a convention pulpit exchange 
with an Orthodox rabbinic group was initiated, should 
be an instructive lessonforthosewho yet cling to the il
lusion that there can be any dialogue with the Conser
vative-movement.'' 

The old days when the )TS was called "Schechter's 
Cemetery" by the Orthodox are over, he claimed, and as 
there were lonrdirn on the faculty in those more difficult 
days, so are there now .... ''I have never guite understood 
vvhat the vvord Orthodox means in current parlance. It is 
as strange for me as the whole concept of Glatt Kosher. 
Glatt Kosher, as I used to think of it, had to do with a par
ticular approach to bedikah as expressed by a group of Hun
garian Hasidim that was far from nor1native within 
Halachic thinking. Yet all of a sudden I find dairy restaur
ants with the word proudly embellished on its front por
tals Glatt Kosher and those poor Jews who are simply ko
sher, those unfortunate human beings have simply not 
climbed the ladder of holiness far enough. And all of you 
seem to accept that V\.rithout a murmur of protest." 

And as Shapiro ridiculed the higher standard of Kasimis 
made necessary by generations of compromise, not a n1ur
mur of protest was heard from the RCA! 

"The word Orthodox began as a term taken from Chris
tianity and that had to do \Vith so1neone acce?ting true 
doctrine in the early days of the Christian schisms. Sud
denly it becomes by metamorphosis a Jewish term as an 
expression of one \vho searches in the only true \vay for 
the true G-d." 

Once he took care of the self-centered, foolish right
\vingers, Shapiro V\rent on with a clever historical reference 
to the Rambam to bolster his own movement's respecta
bility: "The entire matter of the Maimonidian con
troversy .. .is never really noted fin the Orthodox world]. 
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The Maimonidian controversy raged for decades, splitting 
rationalists and anti-rationalists into warring camps and uJ
timately involving, G-d shouJd forgive us, the bringing of 
Maimonides' books to the Dominicans by the Orthodox 
as expressions of Jevvish heresy .... " 

So there you have it: the "Orthodox" anti-rationalists 
of the 13th century have their heirs in the 1980's, in the 
"right-wingers" who act out their predecessors' wrathful 
intolerance against the spiritual descendants of Mai
monides - today's Conservative rabbinate! So posits 
Shapiro at the RCA convention. 

vant."* Historical whitewash is an old tactic in the Con
servative camp. But \\there \Vas the uproar from the mem
bers of the RCA? How could the ninety-or-so rabbis who 
were present for this defamation of Orthodoxy listen 
placidly, without one note of protest, or one single ques
tion from the floor! Perhaps, they may argue, a vocal ob
jection would simply not fit in with the strictures of 
Robert's Rules of Order; a host does not shout down his 
guest - but even when the guest insults his host's con
victions? And doesn't defamation of Tor ah call for at least 
one involuntary burst of outrage? 

Reaching Out in Togetherness One is not at all taken aback by the finesse with which 
Rabbi Shapiro has donned the cloak of Maimonides (while 
handily shaking several Ani Ma'amin's out of the 
pockets ... and deftly discarding the Rambam's definition 
of an apikon1s as one '\.vho denies the divinity of even one 
passage in the Torah, ... who denies the clivinity of the Oral 
Lavv, ... or claims that a 1nitzva, once valid, is no longer rele-

In his vision of a viable future for Jewry, Rabbi Shapiro 
again joined hands with the RCA: "In the long run, in or
der for Judaism to survive in this land, there must be an 
outreach to all of the disaffected and the alienated, to all 
those thirsty for the word of G-d even if we interpret that 
* flilclw::. Tc5h11I1a, 3:8 
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·On Unity 
What ties the Yemenite.water carrier in Tel Aviv to the 

Jews of Boston? A uniform Orach Chayim, the Shema 
Yisrael, Shabbos ... Kashruth, Tefillin, the hope and wait
ing for redemption. In brief, a collective testimony. 

It therefore goes without saying, that the Jew, who 
erases from his memoiy this great testimony, and des
troys the unique· collective tradition, breaks the tie 
which joins him with the Jewish community as a con
gregation, as a spiritual Torah entity. 

With regards to our problem (within the Jewish com
munity), however, our spiritual-religious interests, such 
as Jewish education, synagogues, councils of rabbis, 
where unity is expressed through spiritua~ideological 
collectivism as a Torah community, it is my opinion that 
Orthodoxy cannot and should not unite with such 
groups which deny the fundamentals of our Wel
tanschauung. 

It is an ideological entity where members work for 
one purpose and for one ideal. The fundamental differ
ence in ideology and in observance make such a unity 
impossible. From the point of view of the Torah, we find 
the difference beiween Orhtodoxy and Reform Judaism 
much greater than that which separated the Pharisees 
from the Sadducees in the days of the Second Common
wealth, and between the Karaites and traditionalists in 
the Geonic era. Has Jewish histoiy ever recorded an in
stance of a joint Community Council or a joint Rabbin
ical Council which consisted of Karaites and Tora~true 
Jews? 

Quotations from Rabbi 
On Fraglllemation 

In internal problems, where the unity of Israel is based 
upon the concept of Ed ah (congregation), it is halachi
cally more advisable and practically wiser not to unite 
with Reform oi semicReform movements. Too much 
harmony and peace can .cause confusion of the minds 
and will. erase outwardly the boundaries between Or
thodox and other movements. 

On Conservative "Halacha" 
There exists a hypothesis thatthe Conser\iative move-

ment recognizes the authority of halacha. Halacha is 
•unfortunately in style today, just as in the Twenties and 
Thirties it was fashionable in Western Europe and .in 
America to use psychoanalytical jargon: Evenih in the 
radical Yiddishist world they toy with the concept of 
halacha .... 

In order tobe able to °cccupyoneselfwith h'alacha, 
one must fulfill three qualifications: 

First, one mustbe a scholar {/amdan) .. Jomdus cannot 
be achieved withoutstudy,,,.Onemustsacrifice many 
years of study to halacha in order to understand [it]. 

Secondly, one must unconditionally accept the 
sacredness of the halacha in its eternal and absolute 
character. One must ·confess that it obligates eveiyone 
to realize its.demands in all.times and under all condi· 
tions, social, political orculturaL One cannot be selec
tive With regards to .the halacha, and to say: "This part 
pleases me, and the other does .not: lighting candles I 
will accept, but not the lawsof purity oi the family." Ei· 
therone believe.sin Torah Min Hashamayim(the divine 
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word in different ways. For we know well that the 
secularists outnumber us both by far." 

After the speech, "Rabbi Bernstein said he would not be 
pressured by the right wing of Orthodoxy. 'For us, the 
only guidelines must be what is right, and not what the 
right says,' Rabbi Bernstein argued." (N. Y. Times, ibid.) 

To Rabbi Shapiro, there are "the secularists" and there 
are "we" - the co-religionists. To a Torah Jew, this group
ing is a violation of a basic havda//a, and is unacceptable. 
Instead, there are "we" - Jews of all spiritual sizes, 
shades and shapes, who subscribe to the Rambam's Prin
ciples of Faith - and them - secularists, atheists, Reform 
and Conservative "believers," who reject entire segments 
of the Torah, Written and Oral, all responsible for leading 
away hundreds of thousands of Jews from belief, under 
the guise of conserving Jewish values. 

It is sad to note that not only did the RCA president fail 
to flinch from hosting the RA president, he did not even 
disavow his explicit and implicit claims of spiritual 
togetherness. He only seemed concerned that he not be 
thought to be buckling under to pressure from the Roshei 
Yeshiva and Rabbanim who had condemned the invitation. 

This protest of independence from the "right" was an 
unwitting (one hopes) echo of one of Rabbi Shapiro's more 
choice statements - unchallenged, like the rest: "How 
much more ready will you find groups of Jews around the 
country ready to accept the loving quality of ha/acha, if you 
are perceived by your colleagues, not as haranguing, judg
mental human beings who care apparently more for 
power in the Jewish community than anything else, but 
rather those who can be depended on to sustain each other 
with love and compassion." 

Joseph B. Soloveitchik 
origin of the Torah), or one does not believe in this ba
sic principle, and rej~ it entirely. Ha/acha, to beac, 
cepted only in part, is impossible. 

Thirdly, the interpretation of halacha must be accom
plished ih accordancewith the methods/principles and 
categorical forms of the halachic logic, which were 
hammered out by the sages of the Torah, Rishonim 
(early. rabbinic period) andAchtonim.(late rabbinic 
period) .... The substance of the h.alacha is tradition. 

If the Conservative movement honestly and truthfully 
recognizes the authority of the hafacha, then it.must also 
fulfill the three conditiollswhich are tied inwith 
halacha-tesearch, and must publicly declare thatthe 
representatives of th.e. Cor1servative rabbinate devote 
d~y.and nighttothestudyof theTorah,and thatthey be
lieve in the divine origin of the Law; and i11 the charac
teristic.tradition and interpretation.:;. 

ff thisrnirade will ~appen, and ff such a declaration 
will be made public, theo I shall be troubled with the fol" 
lowing problem: How can halacha based upon scholar
ship, faith a.nd sacredness and in its principle of con'. 
tinuity permit the ridingonthe Sabbath to the Temple, 
permit marriages between divorcees and J<ohanitn, per
mit changes ln the traditional prayerselVice,permit the 
in.troduction of mixed choirs in the Temples ando.ther 
similar things? · 

tompar!son Bet\'Veen Con§ervatives and Reform 

ln this respect the Reform movementcdnduetS itself 
with much more illtegrity. ltdoes the same as theCf)ri5-
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Yes, the rabbis of the Moet:zcs Gedo/ei Ha Torah who labor 
endlessly for the preservation of Torah, the Chief Rabbis 
of Jerusalem, and the RCA's own mentor, Rabbi J.B. 
Soloveitchik, who also issued "a call to stay away from 

tian apostle, Saul of Tarsis, did in his days. It rejectsthe 
halacha and its mitzvos maasiyos entirely and selects 
the universal ethical principles of the Torah. With regard 
to its ideology, we k~ow at least where .we stand, and 
we can identify our oppo~ents. When the Conservative 
movement however, speaks of the halacha, we are un· 
able to perceive what kind of a hafacha it means: The 
ha/acha of Rabbi Akiba, Rav Ashi, Reb Yosef Karo, the 
Ra.mo, or a new kind ofhalacha which was invented at 
the• conferences of the Rabblnlcal AssetnblYwhere a 
halacha is, bytheway, very convenient an.d very mod, 
est in its demands? Again~!this kind of confusion Or· 
thodoxy wages a battle, for it sees in it a very great 
danger. · 

Orthodox-Conservative Coor>eration 
In Regard to Marriages 

If this new halacha should begin to meddle.in laws of 
marriage,which not only effects the individual .in our 
times, but also the halachic status for countless gener· 
ations to come, then .a bitter struggle will develop on the 
part of Orthodoxy against such an attempt. 

lleing Right and Identifying With "the Right" 
With regards to this question [of Orthodox control of 

marriage] there Js no difference of opinion in Or
thodoxy, The. ranks of Mizrachi, Agudah, Hapoel 
Hamizrachi, Poalei Agudas Israel, the Union ofOrthO' 
dox Rabbis in America and Canada, the RCA, the Ral>
binical Aliance.of America and other organizations will 
join hands in this battle. 
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Conservative synagogues on Rosh Hashana and Yorn 
Kippur," even ""'hen it meant missing the Torah con1~ 
mand of hearing the sound of the shofar ... just like "the 
good rabbis of Jerusalem" (quotes from Shapiro) - all are 
"haranguing, judgmental human beings who care ... more 
for power ... than anything else.'' And the silence in the au
ditorium in the Homowack Hotel, where this harsh judg
ment '1\1as pronounced against their very own teacher, \Vas 
not punctuated by one cry of "foul!" or even one solitary 
objection on behalf of Kavod Ha Torah. 

A Source for Imprudent Action? 

In response to the shock waves that greeted Rabbi Bern
stein's original announcement that he intended to partic
ipate in this platform exchange, he declared "before agree
ing to the convention exchange ... he had cleared the matter 
with Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, the 82-year-old Torah 
sage at Yeshiva University," (N. Y. Times, ibid.) - whom 
the Rabbinical Council of America] calls its halachic men
tor. In view of the latter's customary reticence in regard to 
public pronouncements, or even the issuing of general 
guidelines for communal policies, and his oft-repeated ad
monition to his students not to accept anything said in his 
nan1e unless it is in \Vriting or they heard it from him ~ 
and especially in this particular instance, where leading 
members of the RCA claim that they received contrary 
counsel from him - one feels more secure in referring to 
statements Rabbi Soloveitchik did make, for the record, to 
be published for public consumption. 

And it was precisely in regard to rabbinic cooperation 
with Conservative and Reform clergy that Rabbi Solov
eitchik did issue a position paper, which was published in 
the old Yiddish- language daily, Der Tog-Morgen Journal 

(Nov. 19, 1954). (see box p. 14) True, over thirty years have 
passed in the interim, but Rabbi Soloveitchik was already 
a scholar of great prominence when he issued the paper, 
and has never indicated since that he sees cause to recall 
any part of it. Nor has the conduct of the parties in ques· 
tion gravitated tovvard adherence to halacha in any man
ner whatsoever. In fact, quite the opposite is the case. Can 
his own tal111idi111 simply ignore his clear unequivocal 
statement? 

lt is puzzling, then, to see the leadership of the RCA 
strike out on a lonely, hazardous journey, fraught with all 
types of implications from step one. It is disconcerting to 
hear the president of this Orthodox rabbinical group join 
a Conservative leader in mocking the Yeshiva community. 
For example, in response to a question regarding the 
recognition of Conservatism implied in pulpit swapping, 
he quipped, "The answer is clear to anyone not afflicted 
with Rhey' s syndrome - the medical term for a jerk to the 
right." (L.I. Jewish Wo,-/d, ibid.) 

It is frightening to consider that there may be in the mak
ing a new coalition of Traditional Conservatives and 
"tolerant," non-discerning Orthodox rabbis ... provoking 
the rest of Orthodoxy to speculate as to the reliability, in 
areas that call for authoritative rabbinical accreditation and 
supervision, of those rabbis who seek common cause with 
the Conservatives ... creating dangerous new schisms 
within Orthodoxy while healing gaps with the Con
servatives. 

lt is time for the Rabbinical Council of America to step 
back from the abyss, and as it declares its unequivocal al
legiance to Tor ah, it should demonstrate its kinship with 
those who share that allegiance, and not with those who 
mock it. • 

Notjystachee~e, 
tr,_., ....l!~t· · .. ·.··. ··.· .... · .· ··<·'.CCC-••• a i1UJJ ion ... :_·-- ···· 

Haolam, the most trusted name tn Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. 
A reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quahry 
and kashnJth.With 12 delicious vanenes. Under the strict Rabbtn1cal 
supervision ofK'ha\ Adas Je~hurun, N. Y. 

Haolam .• tradition vou·n~:::vk:::: I Iao 
THURM BRO->. WORLDCH~ESE.CO. IN<·, NEWYOAA. NY ......... ""'"~ 
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We live in a television-centered society, and I doubt 
that any of us are entirely free of its influence. We can 
protect ourselves; we need not bring the tube into our 
houses; but even the Jew who never steps outside of the 
lour cubits of halacha cannot help being affected by those 
about him. Thank Heaven, we can exercise some choice 
over our influences, and the most horrifying effects of 
television-the sadistic crimes imitated for dreadfully 
real in school or on the street-have not spread to our 
camp. l am not afraid, at least for now, that Orthodox 
Jews will imitate the bad guys or even the coo! or con
fused anti-heroes favored by today's script-writers. I am 
afraid that they will imitate the old-fashioned heroes 
still around-the good guys. 

Imitate the Good Guys? Is that so terrible? Granted, 
Charlton Heston isn't quite Moshe Rabbeinu Uehavdill), 
but would it be that awful to have our children be Good 
Guys? Good Guys are, alter all, good, aren't they? 

The Bad Guys are undeniably-bad even ii they do 
wear black hats as I do. If we start looking underneath 
the hats, I think we will find that the Good Guy, too, is 

David Schaps is an American-born member of a Kolle! in Bnei Brak. His 'The 
Momeni of Falsehood" was featured in the Sep/, 81 JO. 
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The Tzaddikim 
vs. 

the Good Guys 

much further from a lzaddik than we may have 
thought-and much more influential in our own behav
ior than we like to admit. 

Who is a Good Guy? 

How do you tell the Good Guys from the Bad Guys? 
In Westerns, by their hats; in cops-and-robbers, it is 
usually the Good Guys who are in uniform; in war 
movies, it is generally the Americans who are the Good 
Guys. In all of them, there is a great difference in their 
actions: the Bad Guys kill innocent people, while the 
Good Guys kill the Bad Guys. 

The killing isn't an incidental matter: it is what makes 
them the Good Guys. Those who don't kill anybody at 
all are at best Innocent Bystanders; the heroes are the 
killers. The world of television and of Hollywood adven
ture is a world in which all the important people are 
killers, and the difference between good and evil is a 
matter of whom you kill. I have often seen statistics 
quoted as to the number of killings an average Ameri
can child sees on television before he reaches adoles
cence; I don't remember ever seeing it pointed out that 
about half of those killings are killings of which he is 
expected to approve. 
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There are cases, indeed, where the Torah tells us to 
kill. We are not to stand by the blood of our fellow; we 
are to carry out, where necessary, the four forms of 
capital punishment; we are to wipe out Amalek; we are 
to fight in a Mile hemes Mitzva, a commanded war, and for 
that matter even in a Milchemes Reshus. It should be 
pointed out immediately, of course, that most of those 
categories do not apply today, and most Jews, until 
Moshiach comes soon, will never be faced with the mifzva 
to kill anyone at all. 

Deeper than that, though, something else has to be 
said: the tzaddik is not a willing killer. In the murderous 
game acted out between the Good Guys and the Bad 
Guys, the tzaddikis seldom a player. And when he is, it is 
with great reluctance. The Good Guy, by contrast, is a 
killer: he would not be a Good Guy if he did not kill the 
Bad Guy in the end. When we see (as we unfortunately 
have seen) Orthodox Jews brandishing fists and rifles
Eisav's tools-and yearning for the opportunity to use 
them, I am afraid that we are seeing Jews patterning 
themselves after the Good Guys instead of the tzaddikim. 

A Symbiotic Relationship 

That it is in the nature of the Good Guy to kill Bad 
Guys also means that the Good Guy needs Bad Guys. 
True, he never wants them to be around; he kills them 
when he can; but once he has killed them, the story
and the most memorable part of his life-is over. The 
Good Guy doesn't have anything to do in the absence of 
Bad Guys. Superman, it is true, had a secret identity, but 
no one ever heard-no one ever cared-whether he was 
a particularly good reporter, or likely ever to be pro
moted to the editor's desk. One surely never heard him 
sigh over the constant interruptions to his career. Tak
ing care of Bad Guys was what Superman's life was all 
about; the rest of it was marking time. 

A tzaddik does not need the resha'im-the wicked peo
ple. His own service of G-d, through learning Torah and 
through doing mitzvos, is a matter between him and his 
Creator. He needs no dragons to slay except his own evil 
impulse, no kingdoms to conquer except the World-to
Come. Through every word of Torah and through 
every good deed, he is being oseik b'vinyano she/ olam, 
working on building the world. All of his acts have 
importance, even if there were no resha'im at all. Having 
to deal with resha'im is if anything a hindrance: the 
Rambam tells us that the tzaddikim yearn for the days of 
the Moshiach "in order to have a respite from the king-
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doms that do not allow them to work on wisdom and 
mitzvos properly, and find rest, and increase their wisdom 
so that they can earn the World to Come."1 What will a 
Good Guy do when the Moshiach comes? He will be 
unemploy~d. 

The Audience is Watching 

The Good Guy is not only good; he is also handsome. 
In fact, he is always handsome: homely teen-agers who 
aspire to acting careers must develop themselves as 
"character" actors, secondary personalities who are 
never the hero. But being handsome is not just a matter 
of the right genes and enough acne cream; it is also a 
matter of how one acts, how one moves. The Good Guy 
is always playing for an audience. His gestures are strik
ing; his words are stirring. What he says, indeed, is not 
the most important question: depending on the country 
of origin of the movies, it may be the Americans, the 
Russians, the Germans, or the Congolese who are the 
Good Guys-but whatever may be the Good Guy's 
cause, his style in championing it is impeccable. He 
knows he is being watched, and he behaves accordingly. 

The tzaddik, too, knows he is being watched. "We do 
not sit, move and occupy ourselves when we are alone 
and at home, in the same manner as we do in the 
presence of a great king; we speak and open our mouth 
as we please when we are with the people of our own 
household and with our relatives, but not so when we 
are in a royal assembly .... When the perfect bear this in 
mind, they will be filled with fear of G-d, humility, and 
piety," says the Rambam-but he continues: "with true, 
not apparent, reverence and respect of G-d, in such a 
manner that their conduct, even when alone with their 
wives or in the bath, will be as modest as they are in 
public interaction with other people."' 

The tzaddik's audience is G-d, who" sees to the heart," 
not men who see with their eyes,> and the difference is 
enormous: the Good Guy is impressive, but the tzaddik is 
good. I remember an incident-back when such behav
ior was still considered objectionable-of one performer 
who used an obscenity on a coast-to-coast broadcast 
because he was not aware that he was still on television. 
It was a great embarrassment to him, and a setback to 
his career: a performer should be careful about saying 
such things on stage. Still, nobody felt that he should have 
been above using such language. Nobody would have 
dreamed of it. 

It hurts me to see young-and old-Jews imitating 
people whose interior is not like their exterior; but 
hypocrisy is not something new. If the exterior that 

1. Rambarn, Mishneh Torah, Hilcho5 Teshuva 9:2. 
2. Rambam, Guide for the Perplexed (trans. Friedlaender), 3:52. 
3. Shmuel 116:7. 
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they were imitating was a good one, perhaps the illness 
would be a minor one. But the false exterior is not 
incidental to the Good Guy; it, too, is part of him. What 
defines his actions is not that they are good, but that 
they look good. A Jew who patterns himself on a Good 
Guy is not just using an unworthy ideal; he is training 
himself to do things for how they look-to say what 
sounds good rather than what is true, to act as people 
will like rather than as he must. Sometimes, indeed, the 
two coincide; but other times they do not, and in case of 
conflict, the Good Guys will always steer us wrong. 

How Do They Do It? 

The Good Guys win in the end, at least in comedy and 
adventure. Their victory is total: they have not only 
come out on top, they have fixed the world. The danger 
to the community has disappeared; peace has been re
established; the girl has married the hero. Everything is 
fine, and it is the hero who made it that way. 

Again, there seems, at first, to be a similarity between 
the Good Guy and the lzaddik. The tzaddik, too, expects a 
final victory, and a victory that will fix the world; the 
tzaddik, too, is working for that day. There are only two 
differences: the tzaddik's victory comes only at the end of 
all history, and he will not achieve it alone. For a person 
brought up on television fare, the stories of lzaddikim 
may even be a bit disappointing: one may read about the 
great battle of the Chasam Sofer or Rabbi Samson 
Raphael Hirsch against the Reform movement, but at 
the end the struggle is not over. Indeed, sometimes the 
lzaddik may leave the world in an even worst state than 
he found it, for he, unlike the false heroes of Hollywood, 
is not the one who controls history. Often the effect of 
the lzaddik's work may be completely hidden: when the 
Jews of Shushan attended Achashverosh's feast they 
saw no immediate ill effects, but when Mordechai 
refused to bow, Haman decreed the destruction of the 
Jews. The Jews of Mordechai's time had the merit to see 
the tzaddik's victory; not all generations are so fortunate. 

When we expect immediately results from our efforts, 
we are being deluded again by a Hollywood vision that 
says that the Good Guys not only win in the end, but 
they see their victory. 

The Name of the Game: Action 

In fact, they accomplish their victory themselves. 
Action is the name of the game. I believe that in early 
Westerns the Good Guy may have prayed (he surely 
never decreed a fast), but it was not his prayer that won; 
the prayer, at most, showed that he was a Good Guy, in 
the days when religion was considered good. The tzaddik 
does all he can to improve the world; but he never 
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dreams that it can be done alone. Tur Malka was des
troyed because its champion tried to win the war with
out G-d's help;' and throughout Jewish history, "When 
St. Petersburg-pogrom headquarters-signaled a pog
rom, Kovno-fast headquarters-struck back with a 
fast day."5 A story is told of one of the students of the 
Ba' al Shem Tov that he went to enormous expense and 
personal effort to provide the Ba'al Shem Tov with 
kosher wine, only to have the barrel pierced by a curious 
non-Jewish constable just outside the Ba' al Shem Tov's 
house. "I am sure," said the Ba'al Shem Tov, "that your 
efforts were as great, and your motives as pure as you 
say. But," he observed, "you forgot to pray for Hashem's 
help."6 

Again, we tend to follow the Good Guys: our busi
ness, our politics, even our learning-we behave as if it 
were all in our hands, all a matter of finding the right 
strategy. What wonder if our successes turn out to be as 
illusory as the celluloid world we are copying? 

Which Are We? 

No, the Good Guys are not lzaddikim. They are killers; 
they are posturers; they are arrogant; they are, in every 
sense, the necessary partners of the Bad Guys. Worst of 
all, they are all too much our own role models. When 
Jews engage in street fighting against other groups (and 
sometimes even our own) whom they have decided are 
Bad Guys-we are seeing the lafmidim of the Good 
Guys. When a Jew stands in front of a mirror and 
imagines the stirring words he will say without having 
learned (or asked) whether the words are true-he is 
seeing in the mirror a la/mid of the Good Guys. When a 
Jew finds it "hard to relate to" le/ilia, le{illin, and all the 
other milzvos between a man and G-d, and wonders 
"what good this is doing for anybody" -he is a la/mid of 
the Good Guys, looking always at his human audienc<; 
and forgetting who his Master is. It is time for us,to 
recognize the Good Guy for what he is, and stop imitat
ing him. It is time for us to start imitating the tzaddikim; 
for the lzaddikim imitate G-d. • 

4. Gitlin 57a. 

5. A. Manners, Poor Cousins (Fawcett, Greenwich, Conn, 1973), p. 
35. Jn comparing our weapons with theirs, it should be unnecessary 
to point out that the Jews who fasted are still here, while the czars 
who decreed the pogroms were wiped out along with all their 
descendants. 

6. The story is retold by David HaLachmi, the author of a number 
of books on Chassidus. 
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When Yaakov Avinu blessed his twelve sons before his passing, he actually outlined the roles 
their descendants would be playing in fulfilling their destinies as the Twelve Tribes of Israel. 
Amongst them were his sons Yissachar and Zevulun, prototypes of the Torah scholar commit
ted to a life of study, and the merchant, who would use his earnings to support his brother Yis
sachar. In the common perception of things, the maintenance flows in one direction, from Zevu
lun to Yissachar, as he gives of his largesse to support his scholar brother, enabling him to devote 
himself to Torah without distraction; but in tnlth, the association is one of mutual aid, for at the 
ven; same time, Yissachar provides Zevulun with an enviable source of spiritual merit and growth. 
The opportunities this relationship entails and the nature of its two-way flow are explored in the 
following insights and anecdotes below, collected by Shlomo Kohn. 

Torah Study and Its Support: 
The Reciprocal Relationship 

Zevulun was to be endowed with monetary wealth, to 
be a tribe that would flourish through with its commerce 
on the seas, while Yissachar was destined to be immersed 
in uninterrupted Torah study. Should not Yissachar, the 
older son, have been blessed first, putting the blessing of 
Torah before the one of monetary wealth? Yet Yaakov 
blessed Zevulun first (Bereishis 49, 11-13). 

The Midrash notes that because Zevulun' s support 
made his older brother Yissachar's Torah study possible, 
his blessing gained priority; for without Zevulun, there 
could not have been a Yissachar. 

According to Midrash, Zevulun would provide for his 
brother, placing the food in his mouth - that is to say, Yis
sachar would not have to ask Zevulun for support. Zevu
lun would come on his own initiative, anxious to gain a 
share in his brother's Torah study. 

The Many Ways of Torah Support 

The Chofetz Chaim lists many forms of Torah support: 
paying tuition for children of poor families, strengthening 
yeshivas, maintaining Torah scholars, supporting teachers 
ofT or ah, or providing some means of livelihood for a To
rah scholar. According to the Rambam (Hilchos Shekalim), 
supporting the family of a Torah scholar is also included 
in this 111itzva. 

Shlomo Kohn, a broker in NcH' York City, specialize::; in 111atc/1i11g Yis.sachnrs 
and zer,11/1111s. 
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Rabbi Yitzchok Elchonon Spector, famed Riw of Kovno 
(from 1864 to 1896), describes some of the benefits accrued 
to those who support Torah in hLs work Eitz Pri. We par
aphrase his comments: 

Whether a man is a congregational Rabbi or a computer 
programmer, whether he sells groceries or flips mortgages 
in real estate programs, if his intention is to apportion a 
specific amount of his earnings towards the sustenance of 
Torah in any of its multifaceted areas, he is rewarded both 
in this world and the next. Moreover, as a supporterof To
rah, he is given control over his yeitzer hora (evil inclina
tion), i.e. he is not ruled by his desires. Also, Cham/ say, 
his sins are forgiven without suffering afflictions, for he 
has already chosen to deny himself some oflife' s pleasures 
by assuming the burden of supporting Torah and its scho
lars. While the true reward awaits him in the next world, 
whoever supporls Torah study is assured of financial suc
cess in this world as well: ''Rejoice, Zevulun, as you leave 
(to conduct business), and Yissachar, in your tents" 
(Devarim 33,18). Both experience joy in their respective 
tasks. 

When considering a new business venture, it is natural 
to feel apprehensive: Will my transactions be profitable, 
or will my efforts be in vain? 

Zevulun, who supports Yissachar, can work with a tran
quil mind, for he is assured that his business dealings will 
prosper. Hence, ''rejoice Zevulun as you leave,'' because 
a great source of merit is already protecting you: "Yis
sachar in your tents [of Torah]." 

Tilt' Jewish Olr>erver/May, 1985 



The Many Faces of Their Rewards 
Filling 

the 

Boss's Barrels 

We are aware that revvard for 1nifzvos avvaits the next 
world. Why, then, does one receive benefits in O!am Haz.eh 
- this world - for 111itzvos of tzcddaka and support of 
needy Torah scholars? The late Satmar Rav, Rabbi Yoel 
Teitelbaum, offered an explanation based on the passage: 
"When you enter the vineyard of your friend, you may eat 
grapes as you desire, until you are satisfied. But do not 
store any in your vessels" (Oevarim 23,25). 

This carte blanche is extended by the Torah during the 
harvest season, vvhen \VOrkers fill the vessels of the vint
ner (see Ras/1i ibid). During any other time of the year, it 
is forbidden for a laborer to eat so much as a single grape 
from the vineyard, even if he labors diligently for the ben· 
efit of the master of the vineyard. When the laborer is plac· 
ing the fruit into the vessels of the vineyard's ov..rner, only 
then can he eat as 1nuch as he desires. 

In the same vein, \vhen vve perform the 1nitzva of tzed
daka, giving to the needy, we are filling "G-d's vessels." 
In such times the contributors, like the laborers in the vine· 
yard, receive extra "on-the-job" benefits. Thus, G-d re· 
vvards the Torah supporter in this world as well as in the 
next. 

The }n;1ish OhserPrr!May, 7985 

Rewards of a Different Sort -
Sharing in the Scholar's Growth 

Other rewards are given to those who support Torah 
study - rewards identical to those apportioned to Torah 
scholars themselves. 

The Talmud states: "Whoever has in his hand the light 
of Torah (that is, a Torah scholar), the light of Torah will 
give him life (a reference to techiyas lunneisiln - resurrec
tion). And whoever does not have in his hand the light of 
Torah, the light of Torah will not give him life" (Kesubos 
1 lla). The Gemom concludes that those who support To
rah scholars are Jinked to them and vvill also n1erit techiyas 
hanTcisiln. 

Furthermore, ivhoever supports 1'orah scholars, even 
though he may be very unlearned in this life. will possess 
a wealth of Torah knowledge in the World-to-Come. At 
first glance, this might seem odd, but closer examination 
niakcs it clear that the re\vard is very much in order. 

The Chafetz Chaim relates: A rather ignorant man gave 
huge sums of money to the Yeshiva in Volozhin. Just be
fore his passing, he asked Reb Chaim of Volozhin, J"~' , 
to study Mishnayos on his behalf, to which Reb Chaim 
readily agreed. During the Shiz>a period (week of mourn
ing), the gaon Reb Chaim had difficulty with a particular 
Mishna in Maseclies Kei/im. That night, the deceased man 
appeared to him in a dream and explained the Mis/ma bril
liantly. Said Reb Chaim, "l know that the dead who are 
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worthy are taught in the next world, but I never realized 
that they are taught so much so quickly." 

"111e explanation for this phenomenon," said the 
Chofetz Chaim, "is really quite simple. Someone who 
supports Torah deserves a portion of the reward reserved 
for the Torah scholar. After all, he enabled the scholar to 
study. We also know that the greatest pleasures of the next 
world are formed from the spirituality of the Torah. To re
ceive its just reward, the soul would, of necessity, have to 
understand the Torah upon its arrival in Olam Habal1. Thus 
that supporter of Torah in Volozhin knew 'so much, so 
quickly."' 

Along this line, the Yalkut says that "G-d will spread a 
canopy over the contributors of tzcddaka, alongside those 
who labor in Torah." The inference here is that the sup
porter will have Torah knowledge. For what greater an
guish could there be for that soul, than to hear a scholar 
speaking in Torah and not understand him' The protec
tive canopy is the knowledge that will protect him from the 
anguish of ignorance. 

Extending the Privilege 

There are a multitude of ways, then, in which the sup
porter of Torah is equal to the scholar of Torah. Thus, 
n1any have recognized that it is a privilege, rather than a 
burden, to support Tor ah scholars. Notable among them 
was a Reb Bancsh, an extremely wealthy man who lived 
in Poland some 50 years ago. 

One rainy day, Rabbi Elchonon Bunim Wasserman, re
vered head of the Yeshiva of Baranowitz, Poland, ap
proached the home of Reb Banish to solicit some funds. 
Not wishing to track up the polished floors of the wealthy 
man's home, Rabbi Wasserman knocked on a door at the 
side of the house, where he planned to clean the mud from 
his boots before entering. 

"Harav Wasserman," called Reb Banish, hurrying to 
him, ''I beg of you, come into my home through the main 
entrance! I want to teach my family an important lesson: 
The mud on the boots of Rav Wasserman is worth more 
than all the luxurious furnishings of my home!" 

Priorities in Torah Support 

''My three sons-in-law study in a Kolle!, and I have two 
single sons in other wshivos as well. A good portion of my 
salary goes towards their support. Am I still obligated to 
send donations to the numerous yeshivos that are cons
tantly petitioning me7" 

When this not-uncommon problem was presented to 
the late Satmar Rav, J"" , he opened a Chumash Deva rim 
and read the following past<k: "And you will rejoice before 
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Hashem, your G-d -you, your son, your daughter, ser
vant and maidservant; the Levi who dwells within vour 
gates, the proselyte, orphan and widow." ' 

The Satmar RaI' went on: "Rashi categorizes the first 
four as belonging to the owner: son, daughter, servant and 
maidservant; the second four are G-d' s people: Levi, 
proselyte, orphan and widow. 'My four,' says G-d, 'are 
parallel to your four. If you cause mine to rejoice, I will 
cause yours to rejoice.' 

''Here Ras hi teaches us a crucial lesson. If a man rejoices 
on the holiday solely by providing for his family and 
household, it is possible that he is not doing so because it 
isa 111ilzm. Rather, it may be devotion to his family and ser
vants which prompts him to provide for them. Perhaps his 
expenditure cannot be considered the n1itzva of' rejoicing 
on the holiday' at all: - If, however, one brings joy to 
those in the second category - to G-d' s four - He con
siders that sufficient proof that the person's effort to bring 
rejoicing to 'his' four is also motivated by the n1itzva in
volved. G- d's four, in effect, elevate the four belonging to 
the father/owner." 

"It is certainly true," said the Satmar Rav, "that it is a 
great 111itzua to support one's own sons and sons-in-law in 
yeshiva. Perhaps, though, the father is motivated by filial 
devotion rather than by the mitwa of supporting Torah. 
When a father supports other yeshivos and scholars as 
well, then no such accusation can be leveled at him, and 
he is worthy of reward for all that he does." 

Up to the Limit ... and Beyond 

To be sure, there are limits as to how far one need extend 
oneself in supporting Torah, but as with all mitzvos, every 
extra effort and hardship endured enhances the mitzva; 
G-d assesses the self-sacrifice that each man undergoes 
and rewards him accordingly. The Sanzer Rav, Rabbi 
Cnaim Halberstam (known by the name of his sefer, the 
Divrei Chaim), related an extraordinary episode concern
ing the humiliation and ridicule endured by one man -
Reb Pesach, by name - to help an impoverished Torah 
scholar. 

One day a learned but penniless and dejected man ap
proached Reb Pesach, begging him to help him raise 
money for his family. The situation looked bleak, for Reb 
Pesach had already asked the wealthy men of his village 
three times that very day to assist three separate needy 
cases. He felt he could not approach them again that day. 

A group of rowdy youths in the village learned of Reb 
Pesach 's predicament and devised a way to make sport of 
him. They challenged Reb Pesach to parade through the 
streets dressed in an old monk's tunic. In exchange for 
providing them with moments of merriment, they would 
readily contribute 50 rubles for the poor scholar. 

Lacking any other avenue, Reb Pesach hesitantly 

The Jcwis/1 Ol•stnicr!May, 1995 



agreed. Dressed in the monk's robe, bot trembling in
wardly, Reb Pesach - known to all as a devout Jew -
strolled nonchalantly through the streets ol the shtetl, 
which had never seen the likes of a monk in his habit. TI1e 
townspeople stared unbelievingly at Reb Pesach and were 
convinced that he had lost his mind. Adults began to mock 
and jeer at him and children chased after him, singing and 
shouting. Without faltering one step, RebPesach walked 
the whole route and earned the 50 rubles. Joyfully, he 
handed them over to the grateful Torah scholar. 

Years later, the Diz,rei Chaim visited Reb Pesach. He 
chanced upon the monk's tunic, hanging in a closet in Reb 
Pesach's home, and later commented that he had detected 
the fragrance of Gan Eden wafting from the old clothing. 

Why, wondered the Divrei Chaim, did the pious Reb 
Pesach possess a monk's tunic> And more perplexing still, 
why did it have the fragrance of Gan Eden? 

When the Divrei Chaim questioned him, Reb Pesach 
related the entire episode. The Di<>rei Chaim listened 
spellbound. 

"Reb Pesach," said the great man earnestly, "when you 
leave this existence alter 120 years, demand that the 
townspeople bury you in this very same garment. Not a 
single evil angel will dare con1e near you [" 

Other Avenues 

TI1e Chafetz Chaim states that those who cannot afford 
to give funds themselves should encourage others to sup
port Torah study (as did Reb Pesach in the anecdote 
above). There are various means of such indirect assistance 
as well. 

"She is a tree oflife for those who cling to her and those 
who support her are praised" (Misli/ei 3,18). "Cling" 
refers to those who aid Torah scholars financially, while 
"support" refers to those who attend to the physical needs 
of a Torah scholar. "Personally serving Torah scholars is 
too time- consu1ning," one rnight argue. "I have many 
other pressing needs, including my own obligation to 
study Torah." 

The words of the Chazon lsh can help place matters in 
a proper perspective: 

A man famous for his acts of chessed to Bnei Torah asked 
the Chazon !sh if he should continue this practice with his 
usual devotion as it required considerable time. Might it 
not be more worthwhile to spend that time in study> 

"On the contrary," replied the Chazon !sh. "When you 
are occupied \vith chessed, your soul is elevated and your 
Torah is of a different caliber. The understanding that you 
will acquire when you do learn is automatically uplifted 
and broadened." 

The Di"urei Cilain1 once said in a similar vein, "If a man 
feels that he cannot close his Gemora to help a fellow Jew, 

The Jrwislr ()hstr11a!M11y, 19R5 
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then even \.Vhen his Ge111ora is open, it is 'closed.' The op
posite is also true. If a man closes his Gemora to do a c/lessed, 
then even vvhile his Gen1ora is closed - it remains open." 

The Topmost Priority: Survival 

Supporting Tor ah must take precedence over indulging 
in one's o\vn material desires, because supporting Torah 
scholars and maintaining Torah study is absolutely vital for 
our people's continuity, and survival is undeniably of 
greater importance than good Jiving." 

Rabbi Aaron Kotler, J"~t, the revered leader of Bais 
Medrash Govoha in Lakewood, wrote, "Torah study is 
the life-force of Kial Yisroe/ ... .It is well-known that with the 
weakening of Torah study in different countries, the very 
foundations of Kial Yisroel were weakened. Slowly but 
surely, the reservoir fron1 \.Vhich flo,-ved the enthuSiasm 
for upholding the Torah and performing its mitwos, dried 
up completely .... The result was complete assimilation, . 

"Onlv \.Vith true Torah scholars vvho can transmit the 
unadulterated Torah to the next generation, will the chain 
of Mesora continue." B 
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Reflections on 
On 27 Nissan, Holocaust memorials take place wherever 

there are Jews. This year, for a variety of reasons, these 
men1orials had a much more prominent place in the head
lines than in the past: 

It is forty years since the carnage ended, and numbers 
representing decades, quarter- or half-centuries have acer
tain fascination for people. President Reagan, in a blunder 
that still seems inconceivable, ignited the wrath of Jews, 
veterans, and sensitive people of every stripe, by under
taking and insisting upon honoring the graves of Nazi 
soldiers whom he equated with the "victims." As time 
goes on and the numbness \vears away, a 11ew generation 
of historians and dramatists burrow into the filth, the tor
ture and the blood of the Nazi era. As the survivors be
con1e older and begin to slip from the scene, increasing 
numbers of them feel compelled to break their silence, lest 
younger generations forget - or never kno\.V. 

The New York Focus 

For the Orthodox Jewish Community in New York there 
\.vas another cause for the prominence of this year's 
ceremony of remembrance. Up to now, the main gather
ing in the Metropolitan Area had taken place in Temple 
Emanuel, a place where Orthodox Jews could not attend. 
This vear, thanks to the strenuous efforts of concerned Or
thod;ix Jews, the event was shifted to the Felt Forum, a 
neutral arena that has been the scene of two great outpour
ings of Kiddush Hashem in recent years: the most recent 
Siywn Ha Sims of Oaf Yomi and the Fiftieth Yahrzeit of Sarah 
Schenirer. A distinguished group of Orthodox Jews 
pleaded with their brethren to mark this change of venue 
and heart by attending the memorial. 

And why not? Did Torah Jews lose less in the Holocaust 
than others? Do Torah Jews have less reason to remember 
and to dedicate themselves to rebuild than others? Should 
not Torah Jews place the catastrophe in the perspective of 
sal11s and tochacha? 

The questions are troubling, but so is the observance. 
The month of Nissan is not the proper time - indeed, not 
even a permissible time - for an assemblage that is so 
wrought with heartbreak and agony. Why, then, was Nis
san chosen in the first place? Jn great measure it was a po-

Rabbi Scherman, editor ti/ ArtSotill- Mcsom/1, cdito1·of Olm11ei1111, and a 
me111/1cr of /O's t'ditoria/ board, lectures on f/1c Holocaust 011 t/1r: Dia/-a-Shi11r 
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Retnembrance 
litical decision. The t\venty-seventh of Nissan is the an
niversary of the fall of the Warsaw Ghetto after an uprising 
that was incredibly heroic. Who expected ghetto Jews to 
turn back Nazi tanks with rusty rifles and Molotov cock
tails, to hold off the Wehrmacht for weeks - more effec
tively, in fact, than had the once-vaunted Polish Army in 
September, 1939? Those who chose the Warsaw Ghetto 
for the focus of remembrance did so because they wanted 
to create a new image of the Jew as a fighter who would 
control his own destiny. Such Jews were heroes, the ones 
who fought back, the forerunners of those who fought and 
won the 1948 Waroflndependence. The new brand of Jew 
was to be remembered and celebrated, and held up as the 
model to nev.r generations. The heroes of Warsa\V and 
their fighting brethren in other ghettoes and in Treblinka, 
in the countryside and in the underground, were the true 
Kedoshim. That is whv the Warsaw Ghetto was remem
bered, and the sugge~tion made not very subtly - im
plicitly or explicity - was that the "sheep going to the 
slaughter" \Vere an en1barrassment. 

What of the Others? 

At this, most Torah Jews recoiled in pain. What of the 
others, the bulk of the Six Million? ls their memory less sa
cred, their loss less precious, their death less painful, their 
life less inspiring? 

That is why so many Orthodox Jews could not identify 
then1selves with this sort of observance, vvhether in Tem
ple Emanuel or in Felt Forum. 

Nevertheless, the agony of the survivors compelled 
many or most to overlook the implied slur. They had been 
through too much. Lost too much. Suffered too much. 
Many had not even had the cathartic privilege of sitting 
shim. Should they still not honor the blessed memory of 
those who were gone? And many of those who spent the 
War in safe sanctuaries, or were born in the Free World, 
or who were born after the Holocaust - they, too, share 
the loss and felt enormous guilt for having been spared 
tvhile their vvorthier brothers and sisters were not. 

Despite these powerful reasons to be a part of the obser
vances, large numbers of Torah Jews found them too ob
jectionable to allow for their participation. Nissan was the 
wrong time. The n1essage of the new Jevv \vas the wrong 
theme. And the programs were all wrong. Do the 
Kedoshim require the ghost- written pap of Presidents, 
governors, senators, and mayors to honor their memories? 

The Jewish Oh>trPerl fv1ay, / 98 5 
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Rabbi Nosson Schennan 

Are vve n1orc secure with our G-d or in our current gal us 
because political leaders pledge enduring support of the 
State of Israe\7 Jews with any sense of history ought to be 
a bit too cynical to believe that political platitudes spell 
safetv in Nevv York or security in Israel. Yet the 1!lah 11ofis 
mentality persists, the gal us mentality of seeking the secu
rity blankets of soothing speeches - and this passes for 
honor to the me1nory of those \.vho sang Ani Maa111in in 
Treblinka and observed a last Seder before revolting in 
VVarsa\v! 

Finding Fault ... With Default 

So Torah Jews withdrew. And found fault. And in so 
doing they illustrated one of the faults in Orthodox life, be
cause our default has allovved the spokesmen of secular Zi
onisrn, nationalism, and assimilation to co-opt the J-1olo
caust as their (_J\.Vn cause. Jn a further reflex action on our 
part - because they have done so, \.VC have virtually aban
doned any attempt to remember the Kedoshim in any 
meaningful \vay, in any way that could inspire our chil
dren and ourselves to \veep for the enormity of the loss 
and to repent our sins and the sins of our fathers. But our 
sages have taught that \VE' must use tragedy to spur us to 
repentence, for unless \.ve use such lessons to improve 
ourselves, \.Ve deny their purpose, as if to say that better 
statecraft or iron-fisted resistance is aH the Holocaust has 
to teach us. 

The Moetzes Gedolci HaToral1 proclaimed years ago that 
it \!\'as our duty to teach the I"lolocaust in our yeshivos and 
Beth Jacob schools, but there is hardly a school that does 
so. Nor have we done much to produce acceptable text
books or other teaching materials. Our young people are 
ignorant of the facts, and certainly of the hashkafa with 
which to interpret the events. Even in the area of hatzalah 
work vvhere we have so niuch of \\'hich to be proud, vve 
are tempted to delude ourselves with the myth that in the 
free world, all laymen were Reb Elimelech Tress, all youn
gergcdo/im Rabbi Gedaliah SchoIT, all older Ros!iei Yeshiva 
Rabbi Avraham Kalmanowitz and Rabbi Aharon Kotler, 
and that all hatzalah workers under the Nazis were of the 
exalted stature of Rabbi Michael BerWeissmandJ. And that 
a significant number of non-Orthodox Jews wanted Euro
pean Jews to perish so that the claim to a Jewish state 
would be stronger. I find it distressing that Ben Hecht' s 
Pcrfid!f is regarded as required reading in so many Ortho
dox circles. While it is true that he and his colleagues of the 
Bergson Group were instrumental in saving thousands of 
Jews, his book questions the existence of C-d, and 
ridicules Menachem Begin as too dovish, because he 
would not permit his Irgun fighters to kill other Jews who 
opposed his policies. To laud such an angry, blasphemous 
book merelv because it tells the stark truth about Kastner 
and his coH~aborators is to pay a heavy price for our own 
lack of response to the need for Holocaust literature and 
teaching. 
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What Should We Be Doing? 

\Vhat, then, should we be doing? As the Chazon !sh ex
plained with the pithiness and insight so uniquely his, we 
cannot proclaim an annual last day because only prophets 
or people with niac!I hakodcsh can introduce changes in the 
Je\\'isl1 calendar. Indeed, his view seems more and more 
prophetic as time goes by, because an unpleasant result of 
the widespread Holocaust observances - a result 
deplored by Orthodox and non- Orthodox alike - is that 
there has developed what some have called "a religion of 
the Holocaust," that, in n1any communities, seems to 
overshadow the rest of Judaism. After the war, leading 
members of the rabbinate in Eretz Yisroel and America 
wanted to couple Holocaust remembrance with the fast of 
the Tenth of Teves. That course was rejected out of hand 
by the secularists because it would have woven the Nazi 
Holocaust into the pattern of our gal us history. Those who 
sought to foster the notion of a new Jew with grenade and 
Uzi, instead of sefer and spectacles, could not countenance 
a linkage of the Holocaust with our histmy, as represented 
by fasts co1nmemorating the Ch ll rba11 in all its evolving 
facets. 

Jn those early days, Orthodoxy was too small, weak, 
and decimated to fight the secularist trend. Instead, the 
few great leaders whom Hashem in His mercy allowed to 
survive turned to the task that they knew was the reason 
they had been spared: to rebuild Torah life. Today's 
yeshivas, communities and Chassidic groups all over the 
world testify eloquently to the correctness of their vision. 
But this is not to say that because the first priority was to 
rebuild and because \Ve cannot subscribe to a pe1version 
of the memory of the Kedoshim, that we should forget 
them. 
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Powerless No More 

Forty years ago, we were almost powerless - and we 
were so few. But today we can fill Felt Forum. Forty years 
ago, the survivors could not bear to be reminded and the 
Torah leaders and scholars did not need preachments 
about what had been lost in Auschwitz. Today, however, 
a new generation does not know, and may well be too 
proud and too self-satisfied to realize how pale our world 
is compared to the brilliance of the Torah empires that 
were obliterated. There is a need to know what we lost, to 
adopt as our models the purity, integrity, scholarship, pi· 
ety, and idealism of pre-War Europe. The last Agudath Is
rael Convention and the symposia summarized in the Nis
san Jewish Observer helped give a glimpse into what was. 
Have we a right to raise generations that know so little of 
it and that consider today's Torah community to be the 
summit of our Divine mission? 

Our resistance to the Holocaust observances is an un
derstandable knee-jerk reaction. Because we cannot sub
scribe to their tenor and motivation, we reject any attempt 
to remember. Who loses therebv if not us and our 
children? , 

Let us stop sniping from the sidelines. Let us train a few 
teachers who will rotate among our yeshivas and Beth 
Jacobs to teach our children what happened. Let us fill Felt 
Forum to learn from the Kedoshim as we learned from 
Sarah Schenirer and the visionaries who conceived and 
propounded the idea of Dai Yomi. Let the dates of our ob
servances rotate. We can pick the day Auschwitz went into 
operation or the Tenth of Teves. Perhaps we could utilize 
the Fast of Gedalia as a means to drive home the need for 
teslwva during the Days of Awe. But however and when
ever, let us forge a determination that the Holocaust must 
be remembered, not to denigrate others but to elevate 
00~~- • 
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Menachem Daum 

Preserving the Spiritual 
Legacy of the Holocaust 

The "Halacha" of 
Breaking the Silence 

"Halacha Eisav sonei l'Yaakov", it is a 
halacha (Torah law) that Eisav is the 
enemy of Yaakov, The late Rebbe of 
Ger commented on the use of the 
term "halacha" to express what seems 
to be a statement of historical fact, 
unrelated to any real issues. He rep
lies that discussing the reaction of 
Kial Yisroel to the oppression of Eisavs 
throughout history has the same 
merit and importance as discussing 
any halacha, This thought was re
peated by a number of survivors 
who addressed the recent conven
tion of Agudath Israel of America, 
devoted to preserving the legacy of 
pre-war European Jewry, 

How well is this aspect of halacha 
being preserved? For many years 
following WWII, survivors were 
generally reluctant to share their 
experiences with outsiders. Even 
those who had sought to survive 
just so they could bear witness be
came silent, primarily because they 
found their tales being met with dis
comfort and outright disbelief. 
Others tried to put their past behind 
them and forget. 

During the past decade, we have 
seen this silence being broken by 
ever more survivors. Among the 
reasons for this change have been 
survivors' outrage at historical, re
visionists who deny the genocidal 
nature and magnitude of the holo
caust, continued anti-Semitism in 
various parts of the world, the grow
ing maturity and interest of survi
vors' children, and the increasing 

Dr. Daum, a research gerontologist associated 
with the Brookdale Center on Aging of ffonfer Col
lege, produces independent videos specializing in the 
field. 
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realization that with advancing age 
of survivors, the telling of the tale 
can no longer be postponed. The 
past decade has also seen a corres
ponding growth in the number of 
professional centers for holocaust 
studies. Many of these centers are 
collecting and taping oral life histo
ries of survivors. To date, thou
sands of such oral histories have 
been collected, 

Future Impact 

The full impact of these collected 
tales will not be felt until future 
generations of Jews turn to them to 
help answer such questions as: Whal 
were our grandparents off hat era like? What 
was their upbringing like? Whal values did 
they live and die by? Whal gave !hem the 
strength lo go on and re-build their lives, 
families, and institutions? What conclusions 
or lessons did suroivors themselves draw? 
Whal messages did they wish mos/ lo trans
mit lo future generations? One can only 
imagine the reaction of those who, 
years from now, will be able to hear 
and see survivors themselves ans
wering these profound questions. 

Because of the far-reaching im
portance of these materials, it is 
essential that the histories now being 
collected should be representative of 
all survivors. This raises the ques
tion of whether the survivors whose 
stories are being preserved are in
deed representing the full spiritual 
and ideological spectrum of surviv
ors. The answer to this question 
should give traditional Jews consi
derable cause for concern. 

The fact of the matter is that the 
insights of observant survivors are 
being syslemalically excluded from the 
major oral history collections, For 
example, a national study of 250 
survivors conducted by a prominent 
Jewish organization included less 

-

than four survivors who lived in 
Brooklyn, This was the same num
ber as were included from Kansas 
City or San Antonio. Yet Brooklyn 
undoubtedly has the largest com
munity of Orthodox survivors in 
the country and possibly the world, 

A major university is now video
taping oral histories with survivors 
throughout the country. In New 
York City participants for this pro
ject are being recruited from per
sons served by a social service agency 
that can claim very few Orthodox 
survivors, if any, among its clien
tele. This is not to imply that the 
exclusion of observant survivors is 
deliberate. Rather, it reflects the fact 
that the secular Jewish organiza
tions engaged in this work tend to 
interview those survivors whom 
they have easiest access to. This 
would include their own member
ship, or participants in the survivor 
gatherings these organizations have 
sponsored, Since very few obser
vant survivors are readily accessible 
to these organizations, they are not 
included in these organizations' oral 
history projects. 

The Importance of 
Keeping Records 

Why is it so important to preserve 
the life stories of observant sur
vivors? If the purpose of such pres
ervation is purely historical-to give 
testimony to the destruction-then 
indeed it might not be so cruciaL 
This task is already being accomp
lished by a number of oral history 
projects that primarily seek to refute 
anti-Semitic revisionists. If, how
ever, we wish to preserve the spirit
ual legacy of the holocaust, then the 
stories of observant survivors be
came critical. By way of illustration, 
let me contrast the recent Agudah 
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convention devoted to remember
ing the destruction of European 
Jewry with the International Gath
ering of Holocaust Survivors held in 
Jerusalem. Both were attended by 
large numbers of survivors and 
many instances of heroism were 
recounted and transmitted at both 
of these events. At the International 
Gathering, these stories tended to 
highlight and underscore the value 
of the physical resistance displayed 
by ghetto fighters, partisans, and 
others. At the Agudah convention, 
survivors spoke repeatedly of the 
spiritual resistance and the tre
mendous sacrifices many Jews made 
to observe mitz11os under the most 
inhuman conditions. Clearly, the 
lessons drawn and values being 
transmitted by survivors at these 
two events were very different from 
one another. It is this legacy of spir
itual resistance that is not being 
adequately preserved by current oral 
histories. 

Since we obviously cannot rely on 
others to properly record and pre
serve our spiritual legacy, we must 
do this ourselves and we must do it 
immediately. On an individual basis, 
survivors and their children should 
recognize their respective obliga
tions to transmit and receive this 
legacy, this "halacha." A good start
ing point for such discussions might 
be around the family's genealogy 
and history prior to and during the 
war. Incidentally, every effort should 
be made to include the life stories of 
Jewish mothers as well as fathers. 
Too often, the spiritual contribu
tions of Jewish women have been 
overlooked or minimized. Many 
stories of the valor and emuna of 
Jewish women that might serve as 
models for generations of Jewish 
daughters will otherwise be for
gotten. 

Now that Agudath Israel of 
America has launched a Holocaust 
Study (--::ommission, organizing this 
undertaking should be among its 
top priorities. 

The Organizational Advantage 

Despite the importance of indi
vidual efforts, there are a number of 
practical advantages to religious or
ganizations becoming more involved 
in oral history work. Many survi
vors are more likely to share their 
stories with an interviewer who 
shares their values and ideological 
affiliations. Some survivors are more 
comfortable telling their stories to a 
competent interviewer than to their 
own children. They are less con
cerned about baring their emotions 
to strangers. In addition, survivors 
are assured that their narratives will 
be preserved by the organization 
and made available to others in 
years to come. Confidentiality can 
be maintained and survivors can 
stipulate that their files be kept 
closed during their lifetimes or for a 
specified number of years. Knowing 
that the material will be used res
ponsibly encourages them to be more 
open and frank than they might 
otherwise be. 

At a minimum, religious organi
zations and communities should 
sponsor and encourage the preser
vation of their own organizational 
history. Many of these organiza
tions, yeshivas, kehillos, and Chassidic 
communities have their roots in 
Europe. They should preserve oral 
histories dealing with their pre-war 
origins, the persecution they expe
rienced, and how they were able to 
reconstruct themselves again in this 
country. This will require interview
ing prominent Roshei Yeshi11os, Rab
bonim, Rebbeim, and communal lead
ers. At the same time, organizations 
should be mindful of the tremen
dous value of the insights of the 
poshete Yid and baa/ habayis who form 
the backbone of their strength. 
Thus, efforts should be directed at 
preserving the survival stories of 
both the leaders and members of the 
Orthodox community. 

"lrn lo achshov eirnosai." • 
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The month of Sivan marks both the birth and passing of David, 
King of Israel: Shavuos, 6 Sivan. The following appreciation, freely translated 

from an essay by RABBI LEIB FRIEDMAN of Jerusalem, is based on 
classical commentaries, drawing from Talmudic and Midrashic sources. 

THE RISE of David to become King of Israel was alto
gether remarkable. G-d told Shmuel to go to Yishai 
(Jesse) to anoint one of his sons as King. The arrival of 
Shmuel in Beis Lechem caused great apprehension in 
case someone had sinned (Radak}. But Shmuel put them 
at their ease and told them he had come to sacrifice to 
Hashem. "Sanctify yourself for the sacrifice," he told 
them. They chose a large hall, appropriate for such an 
occasion, and all the great men of the town were invited; 
among them Yishai and his sons. When Shmuel saw 
Aliav he thought Aliav had been chosen, but G-d told 
Shmuel not to look at his appearance and his stature, for 
he had been rejected:" A man sees externals while G-d 
sees the heart." 

Thr Jewish ()bsrrver!May, 7qs5 

My Heart 
Is Not Proud 

All seven sons of Yishai were presented but Shmuel 
told Yishai that G-d had not chosen them." Are there no 
others?" asked Shmuel; and Yishai replied that there 
were not. But Shmuel would not accept this. Hashem 
sent me to annoint a son of Yishai, so there must be 
another son. Yishai admitted to having another son 
with the sheep, and Shmuel insisted on his being 
brought. 

Is it not remarkable that when Yishai was told to 
bring his sons he omitted David and when asked if there 
was another son Yishai at first said no, as if to deny 
David's very existence? In these events we may glimpse 
some of the wonders and subtleties of Divine Provi
dence. "How deep are your thoughts 0 L--d!" 

Y1sHAI was the head of the Sanhedrin, which com
manded the subservience of 600,000; he was one of four 
in history whose death was a consequence of the Sin of 
Adam and not a result of personal wrongdoing. In the 
writings of the Ari HaKadosh. we find that in the genera
tion of Yishai the fact that the female descendants of 
Moab may convert to Judaism and be allowed to marry 
Jews had not yet been fully clarified. Yishai, as a grand
son of Ruth the Moabis, wanted at least one descendant 
who would certainly be accepted as a full Jew. He sepa
rated from his wife and acquired a non-Jewish maidser
vant and made the following condition with her: "If], as 
a descendant of a Moabis,am allowed to marry a Jewish 
girl, then I set you free. If not, you are a shifcha and as a 
converted Moabi I may still marry you." The offspring 
of a Moabi and a shifcha is an eved, who becomes a full
fledged Jews upon being set free. Unknown to Yishai, 
she changed places with the real wife of Yishai and his 
child was conceived by Yishai's real wife. 

When Yishai' s wife was seen to be pregnant, although 
separated from her husband, she was suspected of infi
delity and the townspeople wanted her to be executed. 
Yishai persuaded them to leave her and assured them 
that the child when born would be a servant and sent 
away in disgrace to tend the flocks. The child was 
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David-and from his earliest years, David was a shep
herd, an outcast, and ate apart from his compatriots, to 
underscore that he would never marry into the Jewish 
nation. 

Thus David was considered to be a nzarnzeir and indeed 
we find that it was even expected that David would be 
killed by a lion (Shachl and thus the disgrace ended. One 
may assume that Yishai must have lived with the ex
pectancy that he would be told David had been killed for 
the area was indeed one frequented by wild animals
except that it was they not David who met their end-as 
David said, "The lion and the bear your servant smote." 

Even at home, David ate alone at his own table, as he 
recalls in Tehillim (69), "!was an alien to my brothers and 
a stranger in my own family." 

Humiliated at home, yet desired and loved by his 
Creator, for it was to G-d and His Torah that David 
cleaved. 

His LOVL and devotion to G-d led David to exceptional 
diligence in Torah study-emulating the horse which 
sleeps but sixty breaths, and this from youth for all of 
his life. The Gemora tells us that until midnight he stu-

died Torah and from then until morning he sang praises 
to the L--d. Said Rav Hoshia-David never slept beyond 
midnight. Rav Zeira said-until midnight he slept 
merely as the horse-and after midnight he acquired 
the strength of a lion. Moreover, as David says he 
"always" did this, we may deduce that this was his 
normal practice from childhood on. 

Thus David grew into a Torah giant of a stature mere 
words cannot describe. The night David fled from Saul, 
David learned from Shmuel more than the most 
advanced pupil could learn in a hundred years. As the 
Ge1110ra in Sanhedrin tells us-"He could ask and he could 
answer-he could argue-and the law remained like 
h. " Im. 

David, who went from his flocks to the throne, 
learned in no Yeshiva. From whence came his great
ness? Only through complete dedication day and night; 
and this without diminishing his care of the flock. For 
did not David tell Saul when he pleaded for the chance 
to do battle with Golias, "I was a shepherd of my father's 
flock and a lion and a bear carried away a sheep; and I 
gave chase and smote it and rescued the lamb from its 
mouth; and it arose against me and I held its beard and 
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killed it--both the lion and the bear." Chaw/ tell us that 
he killed four lions and three bears on that day-and 
this with his bare hands. Yet David in his modesty made 
no mention of this to anyone until he told Saul, and then 
only as a reason to be allowed to do battle with Golias. 
Far from human gaze, he devoted his strength to Torah. 

And how did David view his brethren during those 
twenty eight years of shame and disgrace? Certainly 
with forgiveness because otherwise he coutd not have 
become King. For Aliav the firstborn was worthy of 
kingship and beloved by G-d, but because of one inci
dent, when he was angry with David, he was rejected. 
Certainly David was above even a single thought of 
resentn1ent. Just as when Shimi Ben (~eira cursed him 
David replied, "G-d told him to curse," so, too, all his life, 
David bore no human any grudge. 

f oR TWENTY EIGHT years David lived in the shadow of 
the uncertainty about his status, until Shn1uel came to 
Beis Lechem. The sacrifice was completed and all was 
prepared for the feast. At the insistence of Shmuel, 
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Yishai sent for David and the messenger reached David 
to tell him to come immediately, as Shmuel and all the 
assembly were waiting for him. The messenger arrived 
breathless and David requested him to guard the flock 
while he went home to change before meeting Shmuel. 
David's mother was surprised by his sudden arrival and 
vvhen she Vv'dS told the reason, she decided to arcon1pany 
him. Meanwhde, thP assPn1b!y Wditt'd uncertain as to 
the re,1snn fnr tht> delay. For 1,vhom art> th<'y wciiting? 
Dilvid's father and brothers tremble, afraid that Shmuel 
vvould reveal they have a brother who i:; i!!egitirnatP. 

When David, the despised one, entered, no-one rose, 
and when he approached Shmuel and Shmuel saw his 
red countenance he suspected that he was a murderer, 
like Eisav. Suddenly the Almighty told Shmuel, "My 
annointed stands and you sit~arise and anoint him·
for this is the chosen one." Shmuel arose and kissed 
David on his head. When Yishai saw this he too arose as 
did the whole assembly and Shmuel took his horn of oil 
and annointed hin1 in the midst of his brotht>rs. Sud
denly the hall was filled with exaltation: "Long live the 

One of the n10St dedicntcd mechanchim of our 
titne had hecn suffering ljuletly, with unhelievab!e 
yesurim for a number of ye;1rs, anJ has no\v passed 
away at ·a young age. 

After a life of doing and org<lnizing chassodirn of 
every kind <!nd mesiras nefcsh f<>r children, for alniost 
a generation, the family is now left with tren1cndous 
debts. 

FIVE SOULS ARE NOW LEFT. 
BROKEN IN SPIRIT AND 

WITHOUT MEANS OF SUPPORT. 
We appeal to every Jews to contribute as 

much as possible so that the small yesomim can 
be raised in the path that this great niftar had 
initiated for them, and had done for so many 
others. 

Please do not delay, Write your generous c.heck, 
payable to: Congregation Miny<ln Mir, and mail it 
directly to: 

CONGREGATION MINY AN MIR 
cl o The Jewish Observer 

5 Beekman Street 
New York, N.Y.10038 

Rabbi Noson Wachtfogel Rabbi Elya Svei 
Mashgiadi. Flab ~frdr·,1>h Ciov(lh;i Ro.,h Ha\·e.,hiva of Ph1!.dt"lphn1 

Rabbi Y ehuda Oclbaum, Rahbi Elimclcch Bluth, 
Rabbi Nisson Wolpin, Rabbi Mosht· Bloch, 

Rabbi Yit:chok Eichcnthal, Rabbi Mordechai Susna 
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King-long live the King1" 

Outside, tears of deepest emotion flow from the 
daughter of Edoel, the mother of David. Twenty eight 
years of insult and denigration for herself and her son 
were dispelled in those tears of joy. Now the prophet 
has revealed the secret. David is not a rejected son but 
holy to his father, perfect in purity and holiness. And to 
David's brothers she said, "The stone rejected by the 
builders fbonimi-·by the sons flwninl) has beco1ne the 
cornerstone of the building"; and the brothers replied-
"It was from Hnshcm·~let it be wondrous in our eyes." 
IH.11/e/I 

Thebanquet finished in triumph, with David seated 
between Yishai and Shmuel, and Chazal tell us that these 
two luminaries, Yishai and Shmuel, did not sit together 
until David sat between them. We may assume David 
was honoured by saying Di11rei Torah and to lead the 
Birkas Hamazon. Afterwards, Shmuel returned to his 
home; and David to his sheep, his staff and his she
pherd's bag. 

WHATwERE the thoughts in the mind of David at that 
hour? All around were deeply moved and elevated, 
while David alone-remained silent and at peace. And 
with his sheep, David composed a new song (Tehillim 
131)-"Hashem my heart is not proud nor is my look 
haughty-I have not walked in paths too great and 
wondrous for me." "My heart is not proud" when 
Shmuel annointed me King, and this declaration to 
Hashem who knows our innermost thoughts. "Surely l 
have stilled and quieted n1y sou! like an infant"··-like a 
new-burn bdby unaware of greatness (Ycrushnlmi!. 
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KASHRlJS QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

A SERVICE OF ... 

~KOSHER SUPERVISION SERVICE 
t::J .CALL: (201) 342-7 400 

For .Your free copy of J} KOSHER FOOD 
PRODUCTS DIRECTORY, send $1.00tocover 
mailing and handling, and your name and 
address to: 

KOSHER SUPERVISION SERVICE 
354 State Street 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 

More than the strength needed to overcome four 
lions and three bears is the strength to rule your 
emotions-·"The righteous rule their hearts!" 

The Gemora tells that Rabbi Yehoshua hen Parchia 
said-" At first whoever would suggest I should acquire 
a position of honor I would have bound in front of a 
lion-now, whoever tells me to leave my position I 
would pour boiling water on him." To abandon great
ness is exceedingly difficult--let alone the greatness of 
the throne, which, Chazai say, is a gift for all your future 
descendants. 

But when Avsholom rebelled against his father and 
David was forced to flee, weeping, dishevelled and bare
foot, his words were: "If I find favor in the eyes of 
Hashem then He will return me (to Yerusholoyim) and I 
will see Him and His Holy Place; but if He should say I do 
not desire you, I am prepared-let Him do to me as is 
good in His eyes." 

This is the grandeur of David-if it is the Divine will 
he will readily relinquish his throne-and his mourning 
is only lest he has displeased Hashem; for the desire of 
the Tzaddik is merely to fulfill the Divine will. 

"I am prepared"-to give up my throne, to suffer the 
insults of Shimi ben Geira-to suffer denigration and 
disgrace. I have no personal desires. 

I am prepared to accept the Divine will whatever it 
might be; whether that will is Kingship or rejection. 

Did not Shmuel say of David-"Hashem seeks one 
after his heart" -He seeks and finds! 

"!found my servant David and with oil did 1 annoint 
him" (Tehillim 89). 

Translated by YOSEF GERBER 

1111 CapodanM 1nvd. 
Staten Island 10306 

SIMCHA AT .fftf) SHALIMAR 
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• Highest Standards Of Glatt Kosher Catering 
• ltnpeccable Servi.ie 

• Accommo·dations For:.·Up To 800 
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The Metrot"'litan. Area 
• Ample Free Parking 
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Fm further infimnati<m pkase call, 
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Book of Ezra, translated and with Commentary by Rabbi 
Yosef Rabinawitz, and Overview by Rabbi Nasson Schennan 
(Mesorah Publications, Brooklyn, 1984, $11. 95 hardcover; 
$8. 95 softcover) 

Ezra is, at once, one of the more difficult books of Tanach, 
and one of particular relevance for us. It is difficult because 
part of it is written in Aramaic, because it poses a number 
of complex chronological issues, and above all, because the 
events described in it must be studied in conjunction with, 
and against the background of, half a dozen other books 
of Tanach, such as Melachim, Daniel and Esther. Its partic
ular relevance lies in its treatment of exile and redemption, 
sin and repentance, and the many lessons that can be 
drawn from this work forour times. We must therefore be 
most grateful to Artscroll/Mesorah for providing us with 
this volume. The Commentary highlights the links to other 
Biblical books as well as the interpretations of our Sages; 
it furnishes chronological d1arts where needed, and draws 
on post- Biblical explanations of the difficulties posed by 
the text. The Overview deals not only with the major 
themes mentioned above, but with such topics as the tran
sition from prophetic to rabbinic leadership, and from the 
centrality of the Written Law to that of the Oral Law; and 
it explores the difference between the sanctification of Eretz 
Yisroel by Joshua and that of Ezra. Thus it is truly a treas
ure trove which everyone who studies it will appreciate. 

The jl'wish Obsat>er!Mr1y, 1985 

Lil'mod Ule'lamed on Nevi'im: Joshua, by Rabbi Mor
dechai Katz (Rothman Foundation Series ofJ.E.P. Publica
tions, Brooklyn, NY 1984, $8.95 hardcover, $6.95 
softcover) 

This compendium of insights, homilies and interpreta
tions on the Book of Joshua is the first of a projected series 
on the books of the Prophets. It is designed to provide a 
basic knowledge of the contents of the work; thus there is 
a short synopsis of the happenings, chapter by chapter. In 
addition, certain key verses in each chapter are discussed 
in detail, to highight lessons and insights that can be 
gained from them with the help of Rabbinic sources, para
bles, commentaries and stories. The topics to which spe
cial attention is given are listed in the table of contents. A 
map, chronological chart, and glossary complete a volume 
which should prove both of interest and great value to 
those, young and old, who cannot themselves study the 
Biblical text or have no access to the Rabbinic material so 
fully presented here to provide a Torah perspective. 

Our Sages Showed the Way, Vol. III, by Yocheved Segal 
(Feldheim, Spring Valley, NY, 1985, $9.95) 

The series of which this volume is the third has already 
gained wide and well-deserved recognition. It presents 
stories for young readers and listeners from Talmudic and 
Midrashic literature, written in a lucid style well-suited for 
youngsters, with attractive illustrations by Bethia Geffen. 
The stories are grouped around a number of themes, such 
as justice, piety, resourcefulness, and Eliyahu Hanavi. The 
source for every story is given, enabling the knowledge
able reader to go back to the sources. Truly a beautifully 
produced and most useful work! • 

Coll'l!ctlons .. 
ln th~ ru}icle "The Ethiopian J\liya'' (April '85): while 

Jethro's daughter, Tzipbra, was des.cribl!<l as. a KuShite, 
she and herfather were Mid.iattites \Jf.12)'. 

ln the arlide; "Beyond the RivE>r Sambatyon'' (April, 
'85): Rabbi Akiva refers to the RiverSambatyon' ~practice 
of "resting'' on Shabbos (Sanhedrin 65b), w:hile the alleg~d 
cessation ofthis phenom.eti.on"because otottr sins" is an 
Ethiopian legend, nottraceableto Trumudor Midrash(p. 
14}. . . . .. 

RabbiYoseph Gug<mheliner, son·in4a.w o£Rabbi$J{. 
Hirsch( serve9 as Rav in Koli11, Boherrtia (!1' 15}. 
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Eliezer Cohen wrote in "Tzeddaka, A Matter of 
Justice" (JO Feb. 85) of creative ways of helping 
others. In the following report by Chana Dowek, 
we learn of an American dentist on a visit to Eretz 
Yisroel who diagnosed and set out to cure: 

The Israeli Toothache 
The toothache is a universal mal

ady. Response to its throb is, more 
often than not, a function of one's 
socio-economic status. It is, there
fore, not surprising to learn that, 
while in the United States roughly 
half the population doesn't see a 
dentist unless in pain, in Israel that 
figure reaches to three quarters of 
the population. The Israeli strug
gling under the burden of triple
digit inflation, encounters dental 
fees that-taking cost of living into 
account-are triple those in the 
United States, and moreover, are 
not covered by medical insurance. 
Most often, the response to dental 
pain is postponement and then, ex
traction. 

The Israeli Ben Torah is in an even 
more difficult position. He has spe
cial needs that affect the "where, 
when, and from whom" he will 

Mrs. Dowek, of Bas/on. i,: 11di11r in N'shei Agu
dalh lsrrul imd afher fammun11l :-.aiPilies. Tliis i.s lrrr 
first appranrnfi' in llrr.sr paf\<'S. 

32 

choose to obtain dental care. He is 
even more victimized than the aver
age Israeli by the daily shrinkage of 
his minimal real income, and he is 
often the head of a large family. It is 
not surprising that, for him and his 
family, dental health gets an even 
lower priority. 

An Unfilled Cavity 

The result of this situation is 
rampant cavities, dental abscesses, 
premature tooth loss and malocclu
sion. The most recent stuides show 
that 84% of the five year olds in 
West Jerusalem have cavities,1 and 
only 30% of the dental needs are 
being met for the 14-17 year age 
group.' Although the municipal gov
ernment provides dental care for 

1. Zadik, 0., "Epidemiology of den ta! car
ies in five year old children in Israel," Com
munity Dental Orn/ Er1idemiol. 1978:91-96 

2. Anaise, Joseph, "Periodontal diseasP and 
oral hygiene in Israeli youth (14-17)," Com
munity Oral Eprdemw/. 1978: b:82-85 

the five-to-seven-year age group 
and a few volunteer clinics do pxist, 
these resources fall far short of 
meeting the community's needs. The 
galloping inflation and the increase 
of sugar in the diet since these stu
dies were made can only indicate 
that matters are even worse than 
these figures indicate. 

Enter upon the scene a New York 
born and bred dentist currently prac
ticing in Brookline, Massachusetts-
Dr. Isaac Perle. Like many an obser
vant Jew, Izzy, as he is known to his 
friends, has the innate desire to 
serve the Kial, to express his hakoras 
hatov for the Almighty's bounty by 
serving his people. But, how? 

During a 1981 visit to Israel, Dr. 
Perle visited the Gerer chcdcr in Jeru
salem. Like most every busman on 
his holiday, he gathered informa
tion about his profession. Discus
sions with Rabbi Shloma Hirsch 
Weiss, executive director of the in
stitution, convinced him that he 
could offer the students something 
they desperately needed-dental ex
pertise. To be most effective, this 
dental service would have to be free, 
preventive and, if resources were 
limited, geared to children. Ignore 
the fact that Dr. Perle had no source 
of funds, few connections and little 
experience in philanthropic endea
vors. He was a dentist, and he pos
sessed boundless enthusiasm for the 
project. .. Thus, the Jerusalem Den
tal Center for Children ()DCC) was 
conceived. Summer of l 985 will 
witness the birth-an 1100 square 
foot facility in the Amal School in 
the Bucharim section of Jerusalem, 
serving a projected six thousand 
patients annually. 

Bridge From Dream to Reality 

How does one proceed from con
ception to birth, from dream to real
ity? An interview with an individual 
Dr. Perle knew only slightly, Dr. 
Joseph Henry, chairman of the De
partment of Oral Diagnosis, Har
vard Dental School. resulted in let
ters of introduction that opened 
doors and brought forth the support 



of the professional world. A meet
ing with Dr. Maury Massler, pro
fessor emeritus of Tufts University, 
resulted in establishing contacts that 
culminated, with Mayor Kollek's ac
tive participation, in a grant of a 
location by the Jerusalem municipal
ity. One contact led to another, 
ranging from the American Dental 
Association, which printed free ad
vertisements in its journal soliciting 
donations of equipment and funds, 
to a first class hotel in Jerusalem, 
which promised substantially re
duced rates for hotel accommoda
tions for anyone coming to the city 
on official )DCC business. Because 
of the involvement of a wealthy 
South African businessman, who 

has promised his total commitment 
in memory of his mother, the first 
woman dentist to be graduated from 
the Warsaw University, the JDCC is 
rapidly evolving into a dental center 
that will serve adults as well as 
children, with six dental chairs ra
ther than the initial projection of 
three, free for those who cannot 
afford to pay. 

The dental center will be open to 
all, but its location in the heart of a 
Bnei Torah community and its sensi
tivity to the needs of the Ben Torah 
will make it a particularly invaluable 
resource to the Orthodox Yeru
shalmi and a source of vast im
provement in the dental health of 
that group. 

Negotiations are in progress with 
dental schools in both the United 
States and Israel to establish aca
demic affiliation and resident ac
creditation. The long range goals 
are for the )DCC to develop into an 
all encompassing medical center that 
will serve as a model for health care 
in observant Israeli communities. 
For the immediate future, though, 
we can safely say that it looks like 
the Israeli toothache can be alle
viated in Jerusalen1. 

In our Jewish world there are 
many "toothaches" waiting for re
lief. Have you the talent to relieve 
the pain, the ability to implement 
improvement? Can you, too, con
tribute? • 

The.Keren l\nohom Hakohein was established by tlle well 
known:philanthropistand Torah suppotter, .A ltomi Cohe.n 
W11)bltasa program designed to give recognition, encourage
ment; guidance and tangible supporno Torah scholars who 
have the potential to. fulfill leadership positions for lflal 
Yisroel. 

KEREN AVROHOM HAKOHEIN 

the Keren is directed by a panel of outstandingTalmi<lei 
Chachomim Who sift through the hundreds of applications, 
screen the candidates, and make the final selection of the 
awardees': 

ta\\es pride in announcing th.e recipients of the two 
$25,ooo awards for excellence in achievement and 
indications of promise in the years ahead: 

The Kesser Torah Award 
of 

$25,000-$5,000 per year for the next flveyears
to Rabbi Avrohom Yishayalrn Wolpe N""'l!I an out
standing talmid of the Ponovezh Yeshiva of Bnei 
Brak., currently in the "Lakewood Kolle!'' of Jern, 
salem 

and 
TheNezer Hora'ah Award 

of 
$25,000-$5,000 per year for the next fiveyears
to .Rabbi AvrohomDov HaleVy Litmanowitz N"."''l!I 
an outstanding talm1d of Yeshiva Be is HaTalmud in 
Brooklyn, Yeshiva Brisk·Jerusaletl1 and Kolle! Toi, 
dos Yaakov (Puppa).Jerusalem. 

The }1'1111.sh {)bsenwr!Ma!J, 19/!5 

The recipient of the Kesser Torah Award is required to 
study in depth one amudlpage) of Oemoradaily,with Tosfos, 
Rlf,andRosh'-from those J'1esechtostraditionallystudied in 
yeshivas-for five years. T.he nope and expectation is that he 
will emerge from these five years with masteiy of 800 dapei 
Qemora (folios), prepared to senreasa Rosh Yeshiva, who Will 
sh.are his knowledge and insights with his students as he 
instructs them an.d inspires them. 

Theretipient of the Nezer tfora'ah Award will devote his 
efforts to mastery of specific areas of the Fou.r 5.ections of 
Shulchan Aruchso that at the conclusion of the five years, he 
will be fully equipped to serve as a J'Jora.ffora'ah of classic 
stature, prepared to lead a kehilW congregation as Rau, 

The a.wardees will be expected to continue th.cir member
ship in.the yeshiva orkollel during the five years of theirll.eren 
Awohom Halloheill fellowship, while close contact is main
tained between the directors of the Keren and theadministra· 
tlon of .the .awardees'. yeshivos: The awardees will be tested 
annually on all that they will have completed as of that time. In 
addition, all partltipants-directors, awardees and support· 
ers of Keren Anohom Hallohein-,wi!l meet annually at a 
festlve banquet. 

Registration for next year's Keren l\noh.om Hal\ohein 
Awards begins n:»N 15 Shevat, 57.46 and will conclude on 
Rosh Chodesh Nissan. 
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Second Looks at the 
Jeuish Scene 

The Mom-and-Pop Deli 

It's the type of situation we've wit
nessed, if we haven't already partici
pated in it. Lucky Lieberman's Super
Spot, the local comer grocery that 
sells all Kosher provisions, is 
managed by a nice, warm, couple. 
They work from dawn to after dark 
seven days a week, just as seemed 
necessary back when .... 

But the neighborhood is becoming 
increasingly more religious. So some
one suggested: wouldn't it be worth 
an effort to talk to the Liebermans 
regarding Shabbos observance? It 
would enhance their personal lives -
as Jews, as people, and it would even 
help their business prosper. 

After some long-drawn-out discus
sions and negotiations, ("Why 
should it be necessary for the shul 
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in the Sky? 

people to go all the way to the shop
ping center to get deli?''), the Lieber
mans finally come around. With time, 
they close down completely from Fri
day afternoon to Saturday night. 

In fact, the Liebermans become 
guite prominent in shul and the day 
school parent body, until ... "Big Buck 
Savers," the mammoth supermarket 
down the turnpike - open 7 days a 
week, 24 hours a day - decides to 
carry a tremendously wide selection 
of certified Kosher foods and provi
sions - at bargain prices. To be sure, 
the volume of merchandise the super
market turns over so dwarfs Lucky's 
SuperSpot that overhead compari
sons are laughable. Gradually, local 
loyalty to Lucky erodes, and the Lie
bermans find themselves becoming 
the convenient spot for an emergency 
purchase, period - with plenty of 
time on their hands to do crossword 
puzzles. 

Do we, the neighbors, support the 
Liebermans at personal expense, or 
do we give them little speeches about 
bitachon, and drive home the other 
way when our station wagons are 
loaded with the Big Buck Savers bags 
full of great bargains? 

In these pages, exactly three years 
ago, Ezriel Toshavi reported on the 
grounding of El Al flights on Shabbos 
as part of the coalition agreement 
drawn up between Menachen Be-

gin's Likud and the religious parties. 
The El Al workers (who were earning 
375% overtime for Shabbos work) com
plained that this coerced inactivity 
would force the financially troubled 
airline to shut down. After a long
drawn-out dispute, wild-cat strikes 
and blue-nbbon investigations, it was 
decided that Shabbos observance need 
not be a threat to financial solvency. 

Now, closing an airline for the Jew
ish day of rest is not exactly the same 
as pulling down the shutters on a 
Mom-and- Pop deli twenty-five 
minutes before candle-lighting. It's 
more like cutting a 40-hour hole into 
flight schedules. Yet, with proper eco
nomic controls, it could work - and, 
it goes without saying, closing for 
Shabbos surely would improve things 
in the spiritual sense. 

Eventually, El Al was functioning 
successfully - in the black for the first 
time in years - developing its new
won, imposed religiousity as a pitch 
to the religious traveler. With ads 
ranging from promoting "the Shul in 
the Sky" to its now- famous, "And 
on the Seventh Day They Rested,'' El 
Al was courting the frum traveler to Is
rael, and winning its hand, until .... 

The Big Buck Savers in the sky 
came down hard with all sorts of at
tractive packages, flying 7 days a 
week, 24 hours a day - leaving the 
Jewish airline with lots of room for 
crossword puzzles. The question, 
then, is: do we, the neighbors, sup
port the new Shomer Shabbos guy on 
the block, at some personal expense, 
or do we mouth little homilies on bita
chon, use the El Al guys for con
venience and emergencies, and drive 
our station wagon the other way 
when it comes to serious flying? R 

4916 13th Ave., B'klyn, N.Y. 11219 
(718) 854-291 l 
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to the 

Editor 
Women's Minyan: Amitai Withholds the Truth 

To the Editor: 

Despite the fact that this pre-Pesach 
season is, as every mother knows, an 
unusually busy time, I find it imper
ative to respond immediately to the 
article in the February issue of T11e Jew
ish Observer, titled, "Of Sanctity and 
Self- Expression." 

The author of this piece calls himself 
Yaacov Amitai (Yaacov, the man of 
truth). What a double irony this is, 
considering the fact that he has, as l 
have definitely ascertained, used a 
false name, and, moreover, has writ
ten falsely about his topic. 

Our tradition teaches us that one 
must be meticulous about repeating 
something in the name of the person 
who originated that idea. How much 
more careful, therefore, should one be 
when expressing one's own ideas, to 
take credit for them. Why has Yaacov 
the man of truth chosen a false name 
as the byline for his article? ls it be
cause he has attacked me, an obser
vant Jewish woman, in a most vicious 
way, for donating a Sefer Torah in 
memory of my late husband, to the 
Flatbush Women's Davening Group 
whilst yet withholding pertinent in
formation? 

In his. article Yaacov, the man of 
truth, stated that he received his infor
mation from the Long Island Jewish 
World of July 13th, 1984. As it hap
pens, that article contained a most 
relevant and important piece of infor
mation that he totally neglected to 
mention. It was clearly pointed out 
there that Harav Moshe Feinstein 
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Shlita - may he have a speedy recov
ery - has had a teshuva written by his 
grandson Mordechai, in his name, 
and on his stationery, dealing with 
halachic women's prayer groups. In 
that teshuva, Rav Moshe stated that 
providing the motivation of the 
women involved in such groups is 
"leshem shamayim," then" ... what 
reason can there be for prohibiting the 
(the women) from praying together? 
And they may also read from a Sefer 
Torah .... " 

If Yaacov, the man of truth, would 
like a copy of this teshuva, l will be 
glad to send him one. 

Surely, the readers of The Jewish Ob
server, of all people, had a right to be 
supplied with this this information! 

The author of the article ended his 
piece by issuing a call to his "sisters" 
of the F.W.D.G. to attend the syna
gogue when they pray. l wish to in
form him that all of his "sisters" do 
just that, three weeks out of every 
month. It is only once a month that 
they conduct their own halachic serv
ice. I extend an invitation to Yaacov, 
the man of truth's wife, daughters, if 
he has any, to join us in our beautiful, 
once-a-month, women's Shabbat 
prayer service. 

If he, or any interested woman, 
calls me, I will be glad to supply them 
with more information. 

SUSAN D. ALTER 
Member, Council of the 
City of New York 
Brooklyn, New York 

Amitai responds: 
Contrary to Mrs. Alter's kal 

vachomer (a fortiori) line of reasoning, 
our tradition clearly distinguishes be
tween giving credit to others - and 
giving credit to oneself. Indeed, (to 
cite but two recent examples) the 
Chofetz Chaim published some of his 
works, and the Chazon !sh all of his, 
anonymously. In this, they were fol
lowing the venerable dictum: kabel et 
ha'emet mimi she'amaro (accept the 
truth from whomever uttered it!). 

As to "viciousness," I did not write 
"unlike many religious leaders of to
day who are consumed with politics 
rather than with religious ideology ... '' 
- Mrs. Alter did, in the L.l. Jewish 
World. Where I called out in all ear
nestness to my sisters of the Group, 
she erects between us a wall of sarcas
tic quotation marks. I invite one and 
all to reread my article and hers which 
preceded it, and then judge who is 
truly responsible for this "vicious 
cycle.'' 

Now, on to Mrs. Alter's primary 
point. It is true that I omitted mention 
oi the particular quotation cited by 
Mrs. Alter in her letter. So did she ne
glect to mention an equally relevant 
and important quotation from the 
same source, appearing on the same 
page: " .. .Jn actuality it's hard to find 
a situation without this defect [of re-

MESIFTAOF 
THE YESHIVA 

OF BROOKLYN 
Praised by 

Gedolei Yisroel 
1206-10 OCEAN PARKWAY 

Excellent Rebbeim, very good English 
Department, small classes, afternoon 
Shiurim in B'kius, dormitory (home
like atmosphere). Scholarships avail
able. Emphasis placed on Midos Tovos. 

(718) 375-2652 
Please Nore: Registration is still open in 
selected dasses, Klndergarten through High 
School (separnte boys & girls schools.) 

(718) 376-3775 
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hellion]. It is therefore hard for us to 
say about any particular vvomen' s 
'minyan' that there is no defect in 
their action." Surely, of all people, the 
readers of The Jewish Observer had a 
right to be supplied with this informa
tion! The reason for my omission was 
stated in the article; what is hers? 

To further clarify the record, let me 
reprint here a subsequent letter from 
Rabbi Mordechai Tendler (The Jewish 

Press, November 23, '84): "As stated 
in my letter, the detailed discussion 
was purely in a theoretical sense. My 
grandfather pragmatically feels that 
the possibility of a group of women, 
or for that matter, men, existing in 
any one community which will fulfill 
the lengthy philosophical criteria 
mentioned in his printed teshuva is ex
tremely remote. Therefore, realisti
cally speaking he doesn't recommend 
or actually condone the establishment 
of women's prayer groups." 

In conclusion, I repeat the call to my 
sisters: come back to our mikdash 
me' at, to bask in the radiance of the 
Shechina and be elevated by it, four 
times out of four! 

YAACOV AMITAJ 

The "Brooks Brothers" Look! 
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Appreciate Wikler Treatment of 
Shiva Visits 

To the Editor: 
I believe Or. Wikler's treatment in 

the January ).0. of the subject of 
mourning and comforting the 
mourner admirably expounded the 
attitude which our Sages wish to 
instill in us through the form of con
solation prescribed by halacha. I wish 
to add the following two points: 

When one cannot make a sliiva 
visit because of distance or other 
extenuating circumstances, a letter 
or even a short note is tremendously 
appreciated by the mourners
sometimes even more than an actual 
visit, because it is something tangi
ble which remains with them. It 
need not be a philosophic treatise to 
be meaningful. Simply the words 
'Tm so sorry" or "I feel so bad for 
you" create an emotional bond which 
the bereaved will cherish for years 
to come. 

The second point is an actual 
occurrence, told to me by a woman 
who had lost a daughter, quoting a 
friend of hers who had lost her son: 
" ... Weeks later, I met X, a dear 
friend of mine for years, who had 
not come during the week of shiva. I 
couldn't understand how she could 
have stayLd away at such a time. 
When we met, she apologized for 
not having come to join me in my 
sadness by saying 'I felt so bad-I 
just couldn't face you at such a time.' 
I said to her, 'it's a good thing my 
other friends didn't feel like you, or I 
wouldn't be here now. I couldn't 
take it either!'" As uncomfortable as 
the coming and sitting together may 
be (although if you can shed a tear 
together, it really is not so uncom
fortable)-not coming is so, so much 
worse! 

SHMUEL SILVERMAN 
Brooklyn, New York 

Call (718) 851-1314 
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Reprints of Shiva Guide 

To the Editor, 
Dr. Meir Wikler is to be com

mended on his excellent essay, "The 
Psychodynamics of Crief and 
Mourning: A Layman's Guide to 
Making a Shiva Visit," in your Jdn
uary 1985 issue. 

May I suggest that some way be 
found to reprint this article in leaflet 
forn1 for a wider distribution. Per
haps funeral homes, rabbinical or· 
ganizations and service organiza
tions such as Agudah, O.U. and Y.l. 
could help in distributing this valua· 
ble and informative guide. 

MICHA F. OPPENHEIM 
Brooklyn, Nrro York 

0 Kriah," Mourning, and Anger 

To the Editor: 

I am one of the many readers here 
in England who eagerly await your 
publication. Generally speaking I am 
full of praise for articles that help us in 
our understanding of Yiddishkeit. 

However, the "Psychodynamics of 
Grief and Mourning" (JO Jan. 85) 
needsfurtherexamination.Chazn/say 
that "Whoever gets angry (and tears 
a garment or breaks an article in his 
anger - Meforshim) is as if he is com· 
mitting avodah :wrah." This would 
seem to raise a question as to \vhether 
Kriah (rending his clothing) is an op· 
portunity for the avei/ (mourner) to 
vent his anger, as the article suggests. 

If an avei/ does feel angry, perhaps 
it would calm him if it would be ex· 
plained to him (and then he lets it 
"sink in") that what has happened is 
part of the Divine plan which is ulti· 
mately to his benefit and to the bene· 
fit of the niftar. 

F. HELLER 
London, England 

Tlit Jrwish Obscn)rrllvfay, 1985 

Dr. Wikler replies: 
The mitzva of kriah does, indeed, 

require further examination. First, 
however, I must point out that the 
Chazal you quoted (Shabbos 105 b) is 
not discussing the rending of a gar· 
ment in fulfillment of the mitzva of 
kriah, but rather a wanton act of sub· 
mission to hostile, destructive im
pulses. From the Mishna and Gemora 
there, it is clear that the case of "one 
who rends his garment in anger" is 
totally distinct from the case of "one 
who rends his garment in (fulfillment 
of kriah following) a death," regard· 
less of the emotions involved. 

Furthermore, the original context of 
the quotation you referred to (Toselta, 
Baba Kama 9:11) has nothing to do 
with kriah at all, but rather the liability 
of a Jew for damages inficted even 
upon himself. Rending one's gar· 
ment only to vent anger and for no 
other purpose is cited there as one ex· 
ample of self-inflicted damage for 
which one is subject ot Divine retribu· 
tion. In other words, deliberate, con· 
scious expression of hostility is one 
thing; provision for relief of unrecog· 
nized feelings through a prescribed 
ritual - even when this ritual has 
other, more lofty reasons - is quite 
something else. 

Now let us turn to the mitzva of 
kriah itself. While not necessarily a 
consensus, the traditional vievv of 
kriah quite clearly includes that it pro· 
vides an opportunity for the aveil 
(mourner) to vent his emotions. Rabbi 
Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (Horeb p. 

~ '" - - -- ---- - . m' 

209) puts it this way: "As the immedi· 
ate first expression of grief, kriah, i.e. 
rending of one's garment, has been 
instituted." 

Hirsch also teaches us (Commen· 
tary on Vayikra 10,6), "These same 
procedures at the death of nearest re· 
lations would express the conscious· 
ness of the loss which a person has 
suffered by this passing away .... ln 
their appearance they are to show 
their feelings of this loss by ... rents in 
their clothes." 

The act itself is essential, as the 
Rambam (Commentary on Mis· 
hnayos, Shabbos, Ch. 13), implies: 

ilt "'Y\:'.J 01\!JJ:J Nlil ilY'·rpil VJY1 

J'lJ\:'.J'JlJ:J lJ'lY1l l\!J!'.lJ'lY.l lDln 

)"' jJl!'.l- J1J\!J ,J'll'J\:'.JY.)il \!Ill!) 

The purpose of the mitzva of kriah is 
that through it he (the a veil) cools off 
and his emotions are settled. 

The Torah Temima cites this Ram· 
barn in pointing (Vayikra, Ch. 10, 
para. 7 & 9) that since "the main pur· 
pose" of kriah is to enable the aveil to 
cool off, "the main obligation" of kriah 
is for the aveil to rend his clothing 
with his own hands, as opposed to 
having his clothing torn for him by 
someone else - again putting em· 
phasis on the act. 

I hope this adds to your under· 
standing of the mitzva of kriah and 
that we will no longer find opportuni· 
ties for its practical application. 

MEU~ WIKLER 

famous 
the dairq restaurant 

222 West 72nd Street 
(212) 595-8487 

Cholov Yisroel · ShometSh<:lbbos 
Under the Sl.lpervisl.on of K'hal Adathleshurun 

Open for Breakfast, Luncheon .and Dinner 
Catering • Parties c Meetings 
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A "Menachem Av" Alternative to 
YomHashoa 

To the Editor: 

I have come across in a Yeshiva li
brary a report from last year's Jewish 
Obsenier about how commemorating 
the Holocaust is observed in Ortho
dox Jewry. 

I should like to draw your attention 
to Daled Av, a society formed to op
pose 27 Nissan, which Medinat Israel 
chose to commemorate the Holo
caust. It was formed because of the to
tal unsuitability of the date due to the 
halachic restriction of fasting in the 
month of Nissan. As its name sug
gests, Daled Av believes in convening 
a ta'anis (fast day) on the Fourth of Av, 
in the middle of the Nine Days, to 
commemorate the Holocaust. This 
date was chosen as it was then that 
the first concentration camp, Maida
nek, was liberated by the advancing 

Russian army; on this day the bulk of 
what had happened was finally 
forced onto a world which did not 
want to believe it. At the same time, 
hope returned to the Jewish people 
because if one camp was liberated 
more would follow. Truth and hope, 
being the pillars of Judaism, suggest 
therefore that this day be appropriate. 
Without rabbinic authorization, this 
fast remains a Private Fast; since 1977 
we have resolved in the Mine ha of the 
previous day to fast on the Fourth of 
Av. The day is spent davening, say
ing Kinoth, and studying various ac
counts of the Holocaust. Thus it is a 
day which is kept in the way Judaism 
prescribes it and not in a secularist 
manner. 

MOSHE MILSTON 
Jerusalem 

Open Letter From a Reader of The 
"Open Letter ... " 

To the Editor, 
While the expectation of punish

ment vrn never got me to resist my 
schmoozing impulse in shul. the 
"Open letter to My Neighbor in 
Shul" has helped. let me explain 
why. 

It has already been proven that 
smoking endangers the health and 

If YOU ARE 
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shortens the life of the smoker. This 
fact has deterred relatively few 
smokers. But when smokers are 
confronted with the harm they can 
cause others, many respond with 
concerned and courteous restraint. 

l had always felt that my talking 
in shul was a personal problem for 
which I must risk the consequences, 
much the same way as a- smoker 
feels about his smoking. After read
ing the "Open letter," however, I 
realized my error. I wasn't talking in 
private; I was polluting the atmos
phere for others! 

In short, it never dawned on me 
that I was really hurting others by my 
talking. Needless to say, I would be 
too ashamed to make this confes
sion if I were signing my name to 
this letter. 

Of course, confession is only part 
of teshu11a. Since reading the "Open 
Letter," I have resolved to refrain 
from talking in shul, if not for myself, 
than for those around me. (It's a 
struggle, believe me!) 

Finally, I am writing this letter 
with a twofold purpose. To com
plete my leshuva, I am asking mechila 
from all whose kavanah I have dis
turbed, from all whose respect for 
kedushas beis hamedrash was diminished, 
and from all those whose children 
witnessed less than the best of all 
role models. 

I am also writing this letter in the 
hope that those who missed the 
"Open letter" will look it up, and 
that those who skimmed it with 
casual interest will go back and 
reread it, as I have done, many 
times. 

NAME WITHHELD 

Teachers needed for Yeshiva 
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English, History, Business Math, 
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A Respect-Your-Shu) Campaign? 

To the Editor: 

I am encouraged by the continued 
concern in your pages over talking in 
shul (Nov. '84). 

I agree with Doctor Romberg's sug
gestion that everyone do his/her part 
to demonstrate his feelings against 
talking in shul (Feb. '85). However, I 
feel that this is most effective when 
successful, independent business
men and professionals refrain from 
talking and encourage others to re
frain. The fact that they may have the 
most to talk about but nevertheless 
overcome that temptation would be 
the most effective influence over 
others. 

I do take issue with the statement 
that "no amount of argument or per
suasion will change those people." It 
seems that we fail to offer any amount 
of argument or persuasion. I would 
wager that for every person who 
would decide to put his foot down 
(and keep his mouth dosed), many 
people would be influenced. 

We should all be doing something 
about the problem. It is tragic that in 
many instances it seems that the non
talkers give up the ship to go daven in 
the few no-talking shu/s. The other 
shuls are then left with mostly talkers 
and a few wishful thinkers - "If only 
I didn't have to daven here." 

How about starting a national 
Respect-Your-Shu! program, similar 
to other mitzva campaigns as" Guard 
Your Tongue"? ... How about Shiurim 
to study the laws of kedushas BeisHak
nesses and proper prayer decorum? 
How about JO readers sending in 
suggestions as to what can be done, 
so we can organize a concerted effort 
to tackle this difficult problem and be
gin treating it in an effective manner? 
It appears to me that many people 

The Jewish Obsenl('r/May, 1985 
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may not realize the severity of the is
sue: what is wrong with talking dur
ing davening? Allow me to add a 
quote that pertains to one of the 
aspects involved. In Hilchos Tefilla 
(Orach Chayim 124.7) the Shulchan 
Aruch says: "One may not engage in 
idle talk while the shliach tzibbur is 
repeating the prayers; when one does 
talk his transgression is overwhelm
ing, and 'go'arim bo,' we must pro
test vigorously." 

There is a special requirement here 
of protesting, which hopefully we are 
fulfilling somewhat through the 
medium of the JO. 

May all merit to enjoy davening to 
such an extent that we will abhor any 
desecration to its sanctity. 

(RABBI) MOSHE GOLDBERGER 
Staten Island, New York 

Community Standards 
in a Free Society il">:JVn 

To the Editor 
This is in response to Mrs. Libby 

Schwartz's letter commending the 
adoption of communal living stand
ards. 

While the letter references a 
standard adopted by Rabbi Gamliel 
(in Talmudic times), there is another 
Talmudic insight that states, "As 
people's appearances differ so do 
their viewpoints." To hope for adop
tion of community-wide standards 
in America's free society is a hope in 
vain. For that you need a Rabbi 
Gamliel. 

It is therefore up to each family 
and school circle to provide guidance, 
and implant in their children the 
courage and sense of purpose to live 
in accordance with their own con
victions rather than to follow what 
everyone else does. Those who strive 
for a Torah-true way of life must 
come to the realization as the Mishna 
in Avos states, a Torah way of life 
and extravagant living do not go 
hand in hand. 

MOSHE TEITELBAUM 
Brooklyn, New York 
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Find out why the 
children of our 

community think 
Boro ParR is so 

special ... 
l)n June 23rd from 10:30 to !PM ,Community 

National Bank will pay tribute to the winners of our 
Student C,ontest in front of our Boro Park branch. 

Cl'IB awards the winners of our Student Contest. 
In 5() words or less, hundreds of Bora Park students, 

a~.ies B to 13, expressed their feelings about why Boro 
Park is so special during CNB's Student Contest. The 

winners of this contest with as 1,000 Grand Prize, 
will be awarded during our "Baro Park is Special" 

event. And the public is invited to attend. 
But this day is much more than an 

awards ceren1ony. It's a chance for you 
to hear our pride in our community 
echoed by our children. It's also an 

opportunity for us all to reflect on 
those things that make Boro Park 

the finest, proudest community 
in New York. 

Share your pride with the 
Borough President, and other 

Community Leaders. 
Join Howard Golden, Borough 

President John J. Amodio, Pres
ident of CNB, and other Community 

Leaders during this special day. 
Howard Golden will share the winn
ing essay with you. And all who at

tend will receive free, a ''Bora Park is 
Special" button and refreshments. 

A "Neighborhood Bank" for the 
good of Boro Park. 

CNB is fortunate to be part of a com-
munity where neighborhood pride and spirit 

is instilled in our children, and is deep in the hearts 
ol all who live here. 
Come to our "Baro Park is Special" event June 23rd 

from 10:30 to I PM. Show your support for your 
community and its future ... Our children, 

!l'IEMBf;R fDIC 11'.QUAL orroRl U!"UTY Lt:r'IOt:R 

Located in the heart of Boro Park at 5005 13th Avenue, (718) 436·6900 



DATELINE •.. NYC 
AGUDATH ISRAEL TO APPEAL 
DECISION UPHOLDING N.Y.C. 

GAY RIGHTS ORDER 
Agudath Israel of America announced on 

May 9, that it planned promptly to appeal 
the decision of a Manhattan based appellate 
court upholding the constitutionality of 
Mayor Koch's Executive Order SO, which 
requires entities doing business with New 
York City to pledge not to discriminate in 
employment on the basis of "sexual orienta
tion or affectional preference." 

Bya 3-l d('cision,New York State Supreme 
Court's Appellate Division reversed last fall's 
ruling by Justice Alvin f, Klein striking down 
Executive Order SO. The appellate court held 
that the Mayor had not only the right, but 
the affirmative constitutional obligation, to 
bar even religious organizations like Agu
dath Israel from discriminating in employ
ment against homosexuals in City-funded 
programs. 

David Zwiebel, Esq., Agudath Israel's Di
rector of Government Affairs and counsel in 
the litigation, said that the organization was 
still reviewing the court's lengthy ruling, 
which he described as" confused and confus
ing, wrong on the facts, and wrong on the 
law." Accon:ling to Mr. Zwiebel, the decision, 

HOME 
ATTENDANTS 

needed-for 

HOUSEKEEPING ANO 
PERSONAL CARE 

for the 

DISABLED AND 
HOMEBOUND 
good pay and benefits 

Boro Park, Ben·Sonhurst·and 
Flatbush Area 

full-ilme live in positions· only 

Project OHR. Inc. 
(Ot;ice _for Homecate RefeiraJ) 

1308-40th Street 
Brooklyn. NY 11218 

853-2700 
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if ultimately upheld on appeal, could force 
religiously affiliated social service organiza
tions to choose between accepting govern
ment aid for their activities and remaining 
faithful to their religious principles. "This 
decision represents a significant setback for 
the cause of religious liberty," the Agudath 
Israel attorney declared. 

The president of Agudath Israel, Rabbi 
Moshe Sherer, expressed his dismay and 
shock at the Appellate Division's implicit 
endorsement of homosexuality as a legiti
mate "alternative life-style." Although the 
court stated at the outset of its decision that 
it was "not necessary to vindicate homosex
uality as a way of life ... to uphold Executive 
Order No. SO," the judges went out of their 
way to offer precisely such a vindication, 
quoting with approval a passage from a dis
senting opinion in an earlier homosexual 
rights case: 

"To us it seems dear that th€' social and 
moral climate in New York (and probably 
throughout the western world) has in recent 
years changed dramatically with respect to 
homosexuality and consentual homosexual 
acts. Today they are generally viewed as no 
more indicative of bad character than hetero
sexuality and consentual heterosexual acts." 

The court's decision, Rabbi Sherer charged, 
was "obviously tainted by the judges' blat
antly anti-religious views on the subject of 
homosexuality, which may have clouded their 
perception of the legal issues involved in the 
case." Rabbi Sherer bemoaned "the decline in 
social standards of decency" implicit in the 
court's statement, and declared that "Agu
dath Israel will continue to take moral direc
tion from our rabbinic leaders, not from secu
larized political and ;udicia! authorities who 

YESHIVA 
OF 

BROOKLYN 
Summer Programs 

3-18 

Separate programs ·for boYs and 
gids. Oumanding Rebbeim & Mor
ahs. Activities packed full offon. 

Please Note: Registration iS now open forOtir 
Yeshiva Kindergarten through High School 
(se·parate boys.&. git ls schools) 

Ple'5e <all 718-376·3775 

seek to impose upon us their own temporal 
conceptions of right and wrong." 

New York's Catholic Archdiocese and the 
Salvation Army, religiously affiliated agen
cies a!ligned with Agudath Israel in the legal 
battle against Executive Order 50, indicated 
that they too would appeal the appellate 
court's ruling to the Court of Appeals, the 
highest judicial authority in New York State. 

' 
DATELINE .•. 

CALIFORNIA 
CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY 
COMMITTEE APPROVES 

SABBATH OBSERVER LAW 
Sacramento-By an 8-0 vote, the Labor 

and Employment Committee of the Califor
nia State Assembly approved a bill, on Mays, 
that would make it an unlawful employment 
practice for an employer to discriminate 
against any employee because of his obser
vance of the Sabbath or religious holidays. 
The proposed law, which will now be consi
dered by the full Assembly, was introduced 
by State Assemb!eman Tom Hayden upon 
the request of the California chapter of Agu
dath Israel's Commission on Legislation and 
Civic Action 

In explaining the importance of the new 
measure in earlier testimony before the !egls
lative committee, Stanley Treitel, co-chair
man of the Agudah Legislativt>Commission, 
had told lawmakers that "as the California 
Orthodox Jewish community has grown over 
the last few years, so has the number of cases 
where observant Jewish employees have been 
fired, urged to go elsewhere, or generally 
harassed because of their observance of the 
Sabbath, one of the basic sacred themes of 
Jewish life." Mr. Treitel further pointt>d out 
that while federal and state !aw already pro
vide some degree of protection for Sabbath 
observing employees, such protection is never 
made explicit in California statutory law. The 
new legislation would correct this imbalance. 

Joe Hirt, a pharn1acist who went unem
ployed for a year and a half after Los Angeles 
County refused to accommodate his Sabbath 
observance, had also testified before the 
Assembly committee at Agudath Israel's be
hest. 

The Sabbath-observer bill is on a !egis!ative 
agenda outlined recently by the California 
Agudath Israel, as part of its program of activ
ities for the year] 985. This legislative agenda 
was unveiled earlier this yf!ar at the Second 
Annual Legislative Conference sponsored in 
Los Angeles by Agudath Israel of California, 
at which the guest speakers were Senator 
Christopher Dodd of Connecticut and Rabbi 
Moshe Sherer, the organization's national 
president. 
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I DATELINE •.. YOUTH! 

ZEIREI AGUDAH ASSEMBLY 
HEARS TOP TORAH 

SCHOLARS 
Major rabbinic scholars of the Ainerican 

Jewish scene and Israel were the featured 
speakers in Brooklyn, on April 15, ,1t the sev
enth National Torah Assembly of Zeirei 
Agudath Israel of America, dedicated to the 
theme of "The Mitzvah of Admonition: 
When, What, and Whether to Criticize."The 
gathering attracted the participation of more 
than 400 students and graduates of some of 
the most prominent higher yeshivos and 
advanced Ta!mudir institutes in the United 
States and Canada. 

According to Rabbi Labish Becker, director 
of Zeirei Agudath Israel, the annual event's 
purpose is to bring together aspiring T al
mudic scho!,1rs studying at yeshivo;; and h1/lc
/im throughout the country for thE' opportun
ity of personally meeting and hearing the 
words of the leading ro5111'i ytsl1iw1 and rabbinic 
authorities of the Torah community. 

The intense intellectual character of the 
shiurim delivered at the Assembly was com
plemented by the inspirational effect of mes
sages regarding the ethical dimensions of the 
theme, and the day was punctuated by mo
ments of passionate argument, poignant per
sonal anecdote, and sparkling illustration, 
amid an atn1osphere of pronounced rever
ence for the widely esteemed Torah scholars. 

A high point of the afternoon was the 
unexpected appearance of Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky, one of the most venerated 
Talmudic sages of current times, and a rush 
of excited anticipation rippled through the 
assembly hall as the participants rose to greet 
his entry. Rabbi Kamenetzky, a senior mem
ber of the Mottz.rs Gedo/ei Ha Tora Ii, has been the 
spiritual force behind the successful estab
lishment of the Zeirei Agudath Israel Torah 
Assembly as a major event on the calendar of 
the yeshiva community. 

The day's sessions began with a dynamic 
exposition of the halac/ws of how one chastises 
a minor, delivered by Rabbi Moshe Heine
mann, well-known posek and Rap of Agudath 
Israel of Baltimore. Rabbi Gershon Weiss, 
Menahe/ Ruchni of Yeshiva of Staten Island, 
fo!lowed with an analysis of the reasons why 
people shy away from giving constructive 
criticism, and urged participants to consider 
the potential of properly conceived admon
ishment. The speakers were introduced by 
chairman of the assembly, Rabbi Dovid 
Olewski, Rosh Yeshiva B'Gerer Mesivta Bais 
Yisroel, who underscored the crucial neces
sity of human warmth and friendship as the 
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sole context in which peer criticism can be 
effective. 

Rabbi Henoch Leibowitz, Rosh Yeshiva 
Rabbi Yisroel Meir HaCohen {Chafetz 
Chaim), approached the theme from the 
perspective of the receivt'r of admonition, 
stressing that different personalities relate to 
rE>proof in different ways. l-le elaborated on 
the skill that a sincere men tor or friend must 
harness in pointing out errant behavior while 
being sensitive to the innt'r constitution of 
the person on the receiving end. 

Rabbi Shalom Schwadron of Jerusalem, ,1 

special guest at this year's event, concluded 
the assembly with a moving appeal to partici
pants tu live tip to the high standards that are 
represented by the vocation of Torah study. 
Rabbi Schwadron, who due to health consi
derations usually speaks from a seated posi
tion, departed fron1 his custom and stood 

; 

_........_-
0 .. • 

through•1ut his entire delivery, explaining to 
the audience that an appreciation of Torah 
greatness-referring to Rabbi Kamenetzky's 
presence-ordains such commitment to its 
honor. 

In greeting participants in the name of Zei
rei Agudath Israel, the young men's move
ment of Agudath Israel of America, national 
president Yisroel Greenwald dedicated this 
year's Torah Assembly in memory of Yeho
shua Ackerman and Rephoel E!ime!ech Mos
kowitz, two Zeirei Agudah men1bers who 
had passed away in the past year. 

Joshua Mehlman, chairman of the board of 
the organization, delivered a report on the 
new High Schoo\-Bais Medrash Torah Ch1w
rusa Program, one of a wide range of projects 
sponsored by Zeirei Agudath Israel in the 
fields of Torah education, outreach, and 
community service. 

COPE DIDN'T 
HAVE TOBE 

THE BEST 
BVTITIS 

NEW CLASSES 
BEGIN JULY 8, 1985 

For Information and Enrollment Procedures Call 

COPE 
INSTITUTE 

The Computer Programming Training 
Center to Business and Industry 

4419 18th Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 

(718) 436-1700 
Accredited by the AsSO<:lahon of Independent Colleges & Schoc.Js. 

Licenlled by the New York State Educational Department 
A Division of Agudath Israel of America 
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CHINUCH ATZMAI DINNER 

A report on ''a quiet revolution'' in Israel, in 
which thousands of families are discarding the 
emptiness of their secular lifestyles in favor of 
a Torah life, vvas rendered at the 32nd Annual 
National Dinner of Torah Schools for Israel
Chinuch Atzmai on Sunday, April 28, at The 
\Valdorf Astoria in New York City. 

The Dinner program was opened by Rabbi 
Henach Cohen Executive Director of the or
ganization, who introduced Eliyahu Chaim 
Zelinger, Chairman of the Dinner Committee, 
as Chairman of the Evening. Al Rieder served 
as co- chairman, and Avrohom Wilhelm of 
Jerusalem helped coordinate the dinner. 

Rabbi Shraga Grosbard, Director-General of 
the Torah Schools network in Israel, described 
hov ... · the cycle of spiritual upgrading begins in 
the Chinuch Atzmai-Torah Schools, v..1hich 
reaches the child, vvho influences his family, 
and ultimately the entire community. 

Rabbi Shmuel Weinberg, Deputy Director
General of the nehvork, compared c-ommuni
ties throughout Israel, in spiritually remote 
areas such as Dimona and Chatzor and de
velopment neighborhoods such as Neve 
Yaakov in Jerusalem, marked by great in
creases in student enrollment, with other com
munities \Vithout Torah schools, \.Vhere urgent 
requests for their establishment are repeatedly 
made. The immediate housing and construc
tion needs, he said, are for buildings, class
rooms, and kindergartens. 

George Klein dedicated the Netzach Yisroel 
Jev..'ish Eternity Citation to the late Rabbi Wolf 
Lifshitz, zal, for establishing a Perpetual Edu
cation Fund in his estate. The Citation v..1as es
tablished five years ago by Mr. Klein, in mem
ory of his father, Stephen Klein, zal, Founding 
National Chairman of Torah Schools for Israel. 

Amos Bunim, Co-Chairman of the Dinner 
Committee, identified an immediate need of 
making 40 ne\v classes available to absorb the 
1,000 additional children. In the awards 
presentations, Rabbi Aaron Paperman, Su
perintendent of Schools in Chinuch Atzmai in 
Israel, presented the Torah Heritage Citation 
to Rabbi Jacob Breuer, Principal of Yeshiva 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch in Washington 
Ff eights, dted for his role in helping transplant 
the heritage of Frankfurt onto the shores of 
America. 

Rabbi Yoseph Tannenbaum, Admjnistrator 
of the organization, presented the Kesser To
rah A v..1ard to Mr. Solly Krok of Johannesburg. 

Chasan Torah Awards, "for devotion to To
rah and Israel," v..'ere presented to Rabbi 
Chaim Feierstein of Manhattan, Shimon 
Golding of Manhattan Beach, and Manny 
Spero of Cleveland. 

The }i·wish 0/1wnwr!M11y, 19RS 

The Perfect 
BRIS • RIDDUSH • AINIR'L 

NEPHEW• OR .A.NY NEW BABY GIFT! 

Colorful crib-sized quilted 
comforter with the :ti'{ 
printed on the front, and a 
beautiful gingham back, in 
your choice of blue, pink, 
or yellow. It's fully 
machine-washable high
quality polyester/cotton 
blend broadcloth with a 
non-allergenic polyester 
filling. 
Each quilt comes in its 
own heavy·duty reusable 
zipper bag, peif ectfor storage 
or gift-giving. 
The unique copyrighted design was especially created 
in BRIGHT BOLD COLORS to brighten up a child's room 
and encourage his interest and eajoyment in learning 
the alef-bet. 
Available in better retail stores, or direct from 
Epco, 95 Evergreen Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11206 
SAVEi Buy extras now to have on hand fot future sim
chas, and Epco will pay the shipping charges on any 
additional pieces after the first. 
RETAILERS, send your business card and a salesperson will call. 

·----------------~------------Epco 95 Evergreen Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11206 

Special discount for JO readers 

Please send me 

WHAT COLOR? 

0 blue Ormk 

Oyeliow 

alef-bet blankets :?l~ $29.95 

shipping charge 

Total enclosed 

2..00 

Nan1e _________________________ _ 

Address-------------------------
City ____________ ,State ______ Zip. _____ _ 
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MTS. (914) 292-7385 

ZAVE 
SHER UN 
ORCHESTRA 

(718) 434-3540 
Also Available As ONE MAN BAND 

FOR HOTELS-BUNGALOWS 

OTLIN 
TO JERUSALEM 
In time of illness, surgery or 
crisis, special prayers will be 
recited at the Western Wall and 
at our Yeshiva in Jerusalem. 

CALL Z4 HOURS 
(715.)871-4111 

A FREE PUBLIC SERVICE OF 

The American Rabbi Meir 
Baal Haness Charity 

KOLEL AMERICA 

KJ.tIDIDI~H, 
Mishnayoth, Yizkor & Yortzeit 
observed with a minyon in our 

Yeshiva Heichal Rabbi Meir 
Baal Haness in Jerusalem. 

CALL 
(718) 871-4111 

Kole/ America 
132 Nassau St.• N.Y., N.Y. 10038 

DATELINE 
BITBURG 

... 
AGUDA TH ISRAEL EXPRESSES 

"PAIN AND GRIEF" ON 
PRESIDENT'S BITBURG VISIT 
In adPana of President Reag1m's !'isil to the Bitburg 

Crmdery in Germany, Agudalh Israel of America, 
released a sla/emenl lhat folloiiis. (After the Prrsidn1t's 
visit, rw furfli1'r comment was made.I The stalemenf 

read: 
Agudath Israel of America deeply regrets 

that our private initiative, as well as the 
efforts of others, to convince the President to 
cancel his planned visit to the Bitburg mil
itary cemetery have thus far proven fruitless. 
We therefore fed compelled to make public 
our anguish and our appeal. 

There may be a time and circumstance to 
suffer in silence, but there is also a time when 
silence is indecent. When statemen feel that 
diplomacy calls for acts on the world scene 
that implicitly signify a willingness to set 
aside and forget the indescribable evil inher
ent in the bestial slaughter of the Jewish peo
ple and the unspeakable Gehenna horrors 
with which it was perpetrated, our pain and 
grief, our shame and forlorn disappointment, 
cannot be stilled. The subject is too sacred; 
the hurt is too great. 

We implore the President at this last mo
ment to alter his itinerary in Germany to 
exclude the Bitburg visit, lest the calumny of 
the Nazi murderers every be diminished in 
the eyes of mankind. History will then record 
that our President responded to the cal! of 
human conscience even at the cost of violat
ing the niceties of international diplomacy. 

INSURANCE BROKERS & CONSULTANTS 
Commercial, Industrial, Residential, Life & Health 

W/ElGJJ~ 
26 Court Street/Brooklyn, N. Y. 11242 

• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • 
• QUALITY INSURANCE CARRIERS • 

• COMPETITIVE PREMIUMS • 

BARBARA GOLDGRABEN/HESHY SCHWEBEL/EZRA HES 

!DATELINE ... YOUTH! 
AGUDAH CAMPS' REPORT 

FOCUSES ON NEW FEATURES 
A reorganization of head staffs, the re

vamping of policy in the recruitment of 
Tor ah faculty, and the introduction of a com
puter programming course are just a few of 
the new features to be implemented this sea
son by Camp Agudah (boys) and Camp Bnos 
(girls), the Tor ah summer camps sponsored 
by Agudath Israel of America. The innova
tions were announced as part of a detailed 
report delivered to the organization's national 
leadership in New York this month. 

The hiring of a family physician to com
plement the camps' medical staff was also 
highlighted in the 1985 pre-season update, 
which in addition noted that registration for 
the summer was already overbooked in both 
boys' and girls' camps. Placements were filled 
in record time this year, according to the 
report, with all age levels closed by the end of 
December. 

The new developments at Camps Agudah 
and Bnos come at a time when the Camping 
Division of Agudath Israel of America is 
marking the completion of a ten-year effort 
aimed at improving the recreational and edu
cational programs as well as the physical facil
ities at the two camps. Agudah and Bnos, 
established in the 1940's, were among the 
first camps opened in America dedicated to 
providing a wholesome, Tor ah environment 
for children during the summer months, and 
have !ong enjoyed the reoutation of being the 
standard-setters for camping around the 
world. 

The staff restructuring this season, which 
will entail the emplacement of a new middle
management level, was undertaken in cog
nizance of "the dramatic growth of Camp 
Agudah and Camp Bnos over the last few 
years," according to Meir Frischman, Direc
tor of the Camping Division of Agudath 
Israel of America. "It is our aim," he em
phasized, "to be constantly on the lookout to 
make sure that our size does not detract from 
the personal attention needed by every 
camper. 

A prime mover in instituting the new po
licy changes in the hiring of nhbcim for the 
coming season has been Rabbi Naftali Basch, 

Chassidishe High School 
seeks assistant principal for 
Lemudei Kodesh Department. 
Excellent Opportunity for the 
right person. Please call 
(718) 438-3244. 

The Jewish Obsen1cr!May, J 985 



Menahel of Yeshiva Toras Emes Kaminetz, a 
creativl:' mNhannh, who has assumed a new 
role this year at the helm of the Camp 
Agudah learning program. His innovations 
include the Pstab!ishment of a new pay scale 
offering salaries commensurate with profes
sional experience and job performance, geared 
to attract more top-flight Tor ah educators to 
augment the camp's quality faculty. 

The pre-season report credits the inaugu
ration of the camps' new computer training 
course to Rabbi Yisroel Shenkelewski, Dean 
of Bais Kaila High School for Girls in Lake-

Yes! You can dance 
at two weddings! 

wood, New Jersey, who is furnishing 17 per
sonal computers for the program. Computer 
programming will be taught both in dassPs 
and through tutorial arrangements. 

Dr. David Simons, wel!-known family phy
sician affiliated with Brookdale Hospital, will 
be the dlKtor joining the camps' staff this 
season. Dr. Simons had previously main
tained a medical practice in the Boro Park 
section of Brooklyn, and has spent a number 
of years as resident physician at a moshav in 
Israel. The c,1mp director has made known 
that Dr. Simons will also be available for con-

sultation by private patients in the surround
ing vacation area this summer. 

Other items detailed in the report include 
the creation of two additional acres of playing 
fields at Camp Agudath, and the construction 
of a new kitchen facility at Camp Bnos, to be 
completed in time for the summer season. 

Camp Agudah and Camp Bnos are located 
in Ferndale and Liberty, New York, respec
tively, with offices year-round in New York 
City. Chairman of the Agudath Israel of 
America Camping Committee is Mr. Alan J. 
Rosenberg. 

/6~/c-6 I<' /6p /6N 
I nljlnn •II..? f.llc-

While you're celebrating here, you can do one more thing to make 
your wedding the most beautiful, as well as meaningful day of your life! 

Help Yad Eliezer make a wedding in Israel for a Choson and Kallah 
who are unable to get married \Vithout your generosity! 

$500.00 makes the wedding! 
What a great guarantee that all your anniversaries be golden ones! 

ENDORSED BY GEDOLEI HADOR WORLDWIDE! 

Help YAD ELIEZER make the difference between surrender and survival!!! 

The ]t'u>islr Obstn1n!M11y. 7485 

COORDI:XATORS 

Rabbi and Mrs. )" aakov \V ciscl 
I\.iryat Sanz, ,Jcn18alc1n 

Tel. 812060 

Mr. and Mrs. ZollyTroppcr 
1102 E. 26th St. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210 
(718) 258-1580 

Rabbi and J\Irs. )'chudah Rupp 
(718)85:3-5111 

:\Iordcchai Gelber 
(718)46:3-6780 212):371-6220 

Paid for by a supporter of)' ad EHczcr 
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