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FRANZ KEMPF is one of the leading graphic artists of
Australia. He prepared the eichings on pages 17 and

18 especially for Shmuel Gorr's, The End of Days.
{Gorr’s, Orthodoxy in Australia appeared in our last
issue.) A critic has said of Mr. Kempf's graphics: “His
forms grow and develop from small beginnings; when

the bud bursts into flower his image is complete. The
spectator is invited to infrospection, to concentration

on d mood much as if he were listening to music .

the images remind one of a kaleidoscope they them- ..
selves remain still bui the eve is led into a comfant--'_
flow of form. '

Mr. Kempf's eichrngs are mfluenced by hzs strong
.commitinent to Torah. His work is represented in .=
leading museums of Australia, Great Britain, and Israel.




B :_ _"‘Rabbz Levm told s nothmg,

yet he told us everyrhmg

we w"zshed to know.”

 The Moscow

Rav s Visit
to *--merlca

o T.Iée :..léﬁ’i;éh.()'b'se}'ver / ‘October, f963' .

“Crisis separates ‘the ‘men from the boys. The visit of =
‘Rav Levin, the Moscow Rav, fo- these shores, wasin -
~ a sense a crisis for American Jewry: -how do we react? -
1 “what do we say? how do we overcome the sponsorship :
“of his visit by a Jewish organization which lS real!y L
‘outside the pale of Jewish life? :

f scurrymg about—«their confu510n~——present a case his-

‘must be carefully studied for the insights it can reveal. -

‘ment and the distance of historical perspective. But -
journalism has been defined as “literature in a hurry”

“vitations to Rav Levin to visit these shores, but none o
- were accepted. To the chagrin of all of these bodies, .-

"eyes, are to one degree or another committed to- Zlon- :: 

.’in regard to Soviet policy regarding its Jewish citizens. -

“The reactions of the various JeW1sh bod1es thelr" o
tory in the dynamics of Jewish life in-America which -~

Perhaps it is too early; perhaps it requires the detach-

—we can .permit ourselves to engage in “history in __a' o
hurry,” leaving final judgement to the future: the most
severe critic of journalism, and history as well. -

IT 1S’ TMPORTANT o set the sc’éhé, “hefore 'ekam'iﬁing'
.the visit itself. Many Jewish groups had extended in- -

the invitation of the American Council for Judaism* - -
‘was accepted, and the forthcoming visit was announced. "
It should have come as no surprise that it was the ACY "

invitation that won the approval of Soviet authorities. -
“The Soviet Union is a state .which exercises -almost -
total control ‘over its citizenry. The Soviet Union has
long been hostile to the State of Israél; it could hardly <~
be expected to allow the Moscow Rav to accept the
platform of Jewish organizations which,. in - Russian -

_'Ism or kindly disposed to the State.

* There is -another axiom of ‘;ov1et010gy Whlch must
be -born in :mind in Teacting to actions of the Soviet
Union, and which -applies with at least as much force

“T'he Soviet Union, when it speaks of demﬂcracy, does
not use the term as it is understood in this cowitry. .-
The Soviet Union itself makes no pretense of granting -
‘to its citizens the kind of liberties that an' American ..
citizen enjoys—the freedom, for example, of criticizing = -
his government while on foreign shores—or at home, -

~for that matter. A Soviet .citizen - traveling ~abroad,

._whether-he is acting _on beh"alf of his _gover'nmffﬂt,' OI._”" :

FAT mterestmg foot-note to the ACT ro]e in arrangmg ‘thi
Visit:  Dr. Norton Mezvinsky, .who - served as ‘the Council’s
-executive director -from February 1967,. until ‘April of this-
‘year, was fired on the eve of the Chief Rabbi’s visif, which~
he latér claimed he had engineered. At a most unusual press”
. “conference, Mezvinsky, who claimed that he Had become asso-"
ciated with the Council-in the hope of steeting -it .away from -
-its avowed hostility to Israel made the charge, among others, -
.that AcJY’s executive 'vice-president, Elmer Berger, had “freely
given speech writing assistance to -Arab representaiives -at the =
“United - Nations,  notably George Tomeh of Syria,” and that -
Berger ~— who has himself since'left ACY — was “sincerely
committed to the Arab cause and deeply commltted against -
the Isracli cause’ . .




“i: -ganizational policy:
T“AN-OPEN LETTER TO THE CHIEF RABRI -OF MOSCOW
"~ which appeared as ‘an.ad in -The New York Times

“{Fune 24, 1968) under the signature of the American

traveling as a private citizen, is fully aware of his

" _limitations -in" speaking objectively -about his govern-
'ment, or his government’s ideologies and policies. When
" -~a Russian poet visits these shores—one who has been

~~somewhat critical of his government at home-—we are

~-not surprised when he speaks as a loyal Soviet citizen.

" "We should be no less surprised when for the first time

.-in fifty years a representative of religious Jewry in the

~Soviet Umon visits America, -and speaks as a loyal
- Soviet citizen. .

Undercuttmg the Visit

- ..THF l“IR‘sT INDI(‘ATION of the failure of organized Jewry
-’4n America to accept this axiom came in early May in

" the text of a cable to Rav Levin prior to his visit, from
-~~~ the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
7 Organizations, the National Community Relations Ad-

. visory Council, and the Synagogue Council of America.

’The cable, welcoming his visit, begrudgingly noted that
“in the past, several of our leading national Jewish
‘organizations have extended invitations to you to visit
- this country,” and expressed the readiness of the sig-
nators to “introduce you to all the varied manifestations

“*and institutions of American Jewish life and to the

- leadership of the American Jewish community.” In a
- statement rcleased with the text of the cable, the three
-7 groups who claimed to speak for “virtually every single

-7 Jewish organizations,” further compromised Rav Le-

- vin's status, by noting that “there cannot be today any
-official representative of Soviet Jewry, since no religious

-7~ or communal institutions exist in the Soviet Union
~- 7 whereby the Jews of that country could authorize [sic}

“such 2 visit.” There is good reason to believe that none
‘of these groups, singly or collectively would have
_played down the significance of Rav Levin's visit, if

the Soviet Union -had permitted the Rav to accept
o 3'rhezr invitation.

When Rav Levin made his first pubhc appearance in
'-the United States at a meeting sponsored by the Amer-
ican Council for Judaism in New York’s Town Hall,

: ~“a group of unidentified members of the audience be- -
" “haved in a shameful manner, betraying not only a lack

. -of political and diplomatic sophistication, but more
. basically, a lack of understanding of the position of
- the Jew among the nations throughout the ages. But

_-their .action was certainly not a manifestation of or-
this came several days later in

“Association for Jewish Education, The “letter” taunted

“-'Rav Levin with"some “facts” about Jewish education

‘in the United States, as compared to the paucity of
- 'Jewish schools -in the Soviet Union. Listing some of
“the facts that the Rabbi shouid take note of, they

figious desk,

" present:

suggested, with cold-hearted cymcism: “No doupt, our

brothers in"the ‘Soviet Union will ‘be thrilled to learn -
- these and other facts.”
- “done little ‘to foster such schools in America—they
asked the Chief Rabbi: “Why are there no day schools
~or Yeshivot fin the Soviet Union] . . .77

“Hypocritically—the aAJE has -

Writing in the [American Jewish] Congress BiWeck-

.1y (Sept. 16} Jacob Goldberg sums up the establish-
- ment’s reaction to the Rav’s visit. Goldberg raises again
~the silly questions:
- respond to the repeated invitations of the responsible
" bodies of Jewish life to visit the United States under
- . their auspices? . . .
. once with a delegation from the Synagogue Council
- of America . ...

“Why did Rabbi Levin fail to

More, why did he not meet even

despite . . . repeated requests for such
meetings . . -.?7” Goldberg “concludes that “There is
only one possible answer, Rabbi Levin's visit . . . had

- to be engineered in such a way as to provide the appear-
~ance of a free and open dialogue while at the same
. time be subject to the restraint and'‘helpful guidance’
- of intermediaries whose anti-Zionism and extreme point -
-~ of view could serve Russian ends.” (Would it have -
. been different if the visit had been sponsored by the

“‘American Jewish Congress?) But the rub lies in Gold-

berg’s conclusion that while it can be said that Rabbi
Levin “physically visited the United States . . . it

o cannot ‘be said that Rabbi Levin visited and made
" contact with organized Jewish life in the United States. -
- No such meeting took place, because they were pre- -
vented from taking place.”
. design, or lack of Jewish sensitivity, what may prove
" to have been the most significant aspect of Rav Levin's
- -visit: perhaps even more for American Iewry than
for Soviet Jews, :

Goldberg has ignored, by

L Coolness, Callousness, Cynicism
- In spite of the establishment’s reactions—ranging

- 'through coolness, callousness, and cynicism-——something
- strange and unpredictable happened in the course of -
"Rav Levin's visit—it showed no indication of having .~
been planned. The Chief Rabbi did get around: more -

than some .are ready to admit; and to many Jewish

- institutions ‘and leaders, more significant than - some

care to believe. Following his single appearance under
the colors of the Council for Judaism, the Rav traveled

- “to New Jersey, where he addressed the students of -
* - the large day school and Yeshiva in Elizabeth. He had -
~a good deal to say there. In a report by a New York =

Times reporter—the story was not covered by the re-
vidie U'chakima-—what he said was
summed up in the words of one of the many Rabbonim

“Rabhi Levin told us nothing, yet "~
~he told us everything we wished
te know.”

“The Jewish Obseiver ] October. 1968




Over and over agam Rav Levm stressed that Torah
| —_ the study of Torah and the lwmg of Torah —
i zs the one lmk whzch unites Sowet and Amerzcan

: .Jewry,--as it unites all Jews. i

-~ Rav Levin met with the Jeaders of ‘Agudath’ Israel;
" he addressed the convention of the Rabbinical Council =
- “of ‘America, . and -the Young Asrael - convention.- He
spent ‘a Shabbos -at -the Orthodox Mt, Eden Jewish

Center ‘in the Bronx. He wvisited the city of Montreal,

. ~in Canada, where he was the guest of the Vaad Ha'ir,

. that city’s Orthodox communal body. He visited shuls,

. Yeshivos and - Beth Jacob schools.in: Brooklyn, and :

“was the guest of honor at a reception held in his honor,

"'._:.-'qpon';ered.by Torah Umesorah;  and graced by the
“presence of leading Roshei Yeshivos, ‘Rabbonim and

::'.-.Rebbes with -whom -he - also- met privately. He was

~ honored on his departure at a dinner arranged by -

~.-:-Rabbi -Pinchas Teitz where Orthodox leaders were
" ’predominant, and non-Orthodox and secular leaders
" were the guests of Orthodoxy :

The Press release C urram

Apparentiy Rav chm with the instinct of the body,
S We join all .Tews in the prayer th'\t our brothers m--'_ g
. the Soviet Union will be granted -the opportunity of -
“enjoying a full Jewish life, without the restrictions which -
< now hamper Jewish expression. How timuch Rav Levin's

“visit contributed to-that end, -the future will tell. But,
“over -and over again, in his falks to American Jews,-

_._jtalm:d chacham, pushed aside the “press-release cur-
“tain” and found his way to the Torah community of

o “America, which he recognized as the proper represen-
“ tative of the kind of Judaism in America which he is =
50 -valiantly - struggling to foster in the Soviet Union. .~
.-"Perhaps it is for this reason that Goldberg chooses to
" believe that the Chief Rabbi did not make contact with

and its leaders. Goldberg would _-and the living of Torah—is the -one link which unites

- Soviet and American Jewry, as it unites all Jews..This

ot American Jewry”
~-have us believe that Rav Levin’s failure to meet with

“the. Synagogue Council of America was based on .that -~
. -ofganjzation’s identification with Israel. The Orthodox
“. groups and leaders which the Rav did meet with have

-“-been no less zealous in their identificationr with Isracl,

: ::" in spxte of baclc pohcy differences. It -did not occur to. - o

The Jewrsh Oblrerver / Ociohe: 1968

'Gd}dbéfg ‘that Rav Levin might have turned down the _'.:::E
SCA’s invitation because he felt them to be not rep--: hs
. _'_'resentanve of hl'; kind of Judalsm . o

the Moscow Rav’s visit, came after he'had returned to
Russia. A delegation of the Conservative Rabbinical =

~‘the Soviet Minister of Religion—-allegedly at the re<
- quest of Rav Levin. It was then announced by the "

“been invited to hecome members -of the World Coiincil >
"+ ~of Synagogues, a body of Conservative congregations,.:
. preponderantly American. Rav Levin, in a telephone™
" conversation with Rabbi Teitz, denied “that he had -

" all shuls in-Russia are Orthodox, he:could not even .

~ - must hear, if we -are to be of any he]p to our Russian
. _°brothcrs 1f we -are ourseives to survive. ..o

A Cymcal Atrempt. .

One of the fost cymcal attempts 10 capitalize ‘ofi
Assembly of America,. visited Moscow, and met with

Rabbinical Assembly that Russian  synagogues- had = -

arranged the meeting, and stated categorically that since

consider accepting the invitation to join 4 non-()rthodox

Rav Levin stressed that Torah—the study .of Torah ' -

the establishment refused to hear—this American Jews

“YAAROV .}ACOBS i




forah Bducation and Srinal,

‘The authors note a basic weakness in current

- -educational technique, and discover a parallel
- between the prescribed manner of writing a
Sefer Torah, and teaching of Torah

. “spEED™-—symbolically a key word for today's gen-

. -eration—has forced its way into every aspect of modern
~life, from travel to business, from morals to education.

“Johnny” is no longer expected to enjoy or savor the

- carefully molded written word of literature so long as
"~ he can boast of the number of books he has read in
.. a.given period of time.
e ‘Tragically enough, this American Craze for speed
-~ has already crept into the seemingly insulated area
. of Torah education, as well. Principals and leaders .

‘of Yeshiva  sacred-studies departments, both in ele-

i .mentary and high school, have begun to adopt a ped-

-~ agogical approach that really smacks of coarse com-

- petitiveness between Yeshivo Day Schools: requiring

: their students to swallow as large a quantity of material

.7 ‘as possible in the alloted time. In one Yeshiva high
- gchool in New York the students were forced to learn,
~Tn the course of five months, half of Sefer Shemos

~with all of its major commentaries. Many other fine

: .'_'Yeshiva ‘Day Schools have been afflicted with the
~“memorizing syndrome”: a tactic that obligates the

student to memorize large sections of Torah on the

theory that the memorized passages will somehow

.7 D, BERNARD HOENIG practices law in New York City, andis an
—active worker in Jewish communal affairs. His younger brother, -

.- "RABBI SHMUEL N. HOENIG, has rawught in a Yeshivo Day School,
< -and Is now a doctoral candidate in Jewish studies at Yeshiva
- University.

Y

_permeate the student’s mind and ‘take root within his -

- spirit. More often than not, however, the memorizing
- student simply becomes mesmerized and very litile of
. what he learns by heart is ever actually taken to heart.

Students beings stuffed with such a vast amount of

_ -.learning become disinterested and bewildered—more -
. like computers packed with knowledge they cannot -
- understand than B’nei Torah with a feeling for faith.

The situation in the Day School system today can best

- 'be summed up in the saying of our Sages: ,nah nysen”

nwen 85" “He who grabs much, grabs nothing” (Rosh -

= Hashona, 4b).

“ODDLY ENOUGH, in many Yeshivos, it is the ‘student’
~himself who is bringing this condition to 1ight. More
_. and more students are expressing a deep desire to have
" courses in Hashkofo (religious guidance and Jewish
~philosophy) to explore the basic foundations of our .
- faith and to help them to reconcile modern thought -
"~ with Torah. Too many educators and parenis fool
" themselves into believing .that mere attendance and
the Day School environment alone are sufficient to
- cope with the moral encounters facing the student
© today, whether it be in the areas of sexual immorality,
-war and peace, racism or simple honesty. Many of our
‘Yeshiva Day Schools have failed to meet the needs

of our children or even admit to such needs, resulting
in a greater mumber of yeshiva graduates turning away

- from- Yiddishkeit than we are willing to believe.

o+ The Jewish Observer | October, 1968




—fhe Crowing Bap .

Soczety $ Corruptmg Influences B |

.-'.':Emunah and philosophy were unknown in the tradi-

“tional Torah education curriculum of the past. Students,

- generations ago, did not have one course in Torah and

~and another in Emunah. Emunah and proper patterns

-~ of behavior were acquired not through specialized :
; they were  absorbed “through the -Chumash, .
~*~the Daf Gemora studied. Today, however, society is ..

“gourses: -

changing ‘at an ‘unprecedented rate and the external

o corrupting influences leading to withdrawal -and then

R 'assimiiation arte ‘stronger than ever before.

“What course of correctlon id necessary? ';': -

“Torah study must be presented in the hght of lts o
two characteristics: body and soul. Both of these must -

be stressed. The - student must be constantly aware

‘that he is }earnmg Divine Law—a law and system that

“Tois wem, our vn'alzty, -and :‘mz the source of
5 “Etermity. - :

- The - pcdagorrxcal approach must be reversed from

“superficial absorption” to - “reflection and digestion”

" and the Yeshiva Day School -should be -content to .
. -impart less, in greater depth. In ¢very area of learning,

-~ ~the student should be taught to reflect upon its meaning,

~to uncover its hidden beauty and its supérior ration-

alism. The student must drik the fresh waters of

- Torah to become permcated w1th Torah and Yid-
- dishkeit. : -

Such a mode of study was actualIy the mtentlon of -

o ‘the ‘Torah itself, as manifested by the very physical

Jayout and composition of the Sefer Torah, The Sefer
- s not divided into chapters: it has its very own unique
- division—the “open” (Mmmnp) and “closed” (nwinD)

" “sections. “According to-the Massoretic ‘order, an open

'+ section can be noted when the full line—startirig at the

: ':_T!re Tewish Observer / Ocﬁober,‘ 1068

- margiti—follows - an unfinished tine .'_dr' "a"c'on'l.piéfeiy :

- ‘blank one. The closed section is indicated by its begin="
It is true 1hat courses and lectures in Jewish thought, ‘ning With- an indented line ‘or exhibited by a ‘break. in_
~the middle of the line- (Rambam Sefer Torah, VIII :

- The major purposes served by these techniques are t0 o
~eliminate confusion and give the student a chance to
e 'dlgest the material already presented. | '

s the interesting fact that the two portions contained
"~ in the Mezuzah-scroll may be written in a complétely
-closed fashion, although they appear as-open sections

- be used for study, while the Sefer Torah, of course, is.
- (Responsa, R’ Shlomo Luria, no. 37.)

_'THE CTIME AS COME for our educatmnal mstitiitions
~ to re-evaluate their approdch to Torah education’ afd .

Torah dare mot submit to the “abridgement,” super-
ficiality and lack of depth so prevalent in modern so=
_.ciety. The “academic -quantity” approach adopted for .
. expedience has the affect of nullifying the Sefer Torah -
- 7and making it posul, s
- ~the Massorah and making an open section into a closed -
--'or the reverse. Such physical damage can be corrected.
" The spiritual harm is often irreparable. .. _l___l"

| DBernardHoemg
Shmuel N Hoemg_.-_-

1-2).

“The Slfra (Vayzkra I) declares thesc dmsmns in the- =
Torah to be pauses and rests of a’ pedagogical nature

R AL B R R T T R "-':'mff'

Coopay At e paomandy aweb

_ - B Ay
__'.-“What purpose do these breaks

"_3-(open and closed) serve? To give
. ..Moshe the time to stop and reflect *
"+ between each parsha and subject.”

In contrast—and adding emphasm to the pomt——--'.'

‘in the Sefer Torah: since a Mezuzah is not meant”t'o'

Emunah and treat it with the seriousness properly 'd'ue.'-'::'-

since it is akin to deviating from"




. important publications of the Anglo-Jewish press, who
-~ follow the twists and turns of the complex course of
.- 'the Church-State contests, have suffered from a virtual
-:news blackout in an exciting area.

- “.the General Assembly No. 442 which provided that:

Courses in the literature -of the Bible -
and other religious writings may be
" introduced and studied as regular
-~ courses in the literature branch of
- "education by all pupils in the secon-
;- dary public schools.

“-of the constitutionality of this Act. Are the doctrinaire
" separationists asleep?

= for the field testing of a program under this Act was

. set in motion in thirty one high schools in Pennsyl-
-“vania. One of these schools is located in Abington
©-.."Heights, the town that goined immortality by the suc-
" cessful contest initiated there to bar Bible reading in
. the schools of the whole Nation. Why have they been
-7 "so silent in regard to Act No. 4427

- ful) was recently made to obtain a copy of the syllabus

"REUBEN E. GROSS is & frequent contribitor fo our pages. This
Locontribution s especially appreciated — if is his first from
othe city of Jerusalem where he now makes Iis home with
ki family.

. READERS OF The New York Times and the other less

R -On December 22,1965, -the then Governot of .P'en'nQ _:
~-sylvania, William W. Scranton, signed into law Act of -

- This ‘writer is aware of ho public oﬁtcry' or court test

"“In‘the 1967-68 academic year-a.-tentati\ié syllabus

s & et Whodal

* The Case of the Fallen Separationist... o...
When Is Teaching Religion Constitutional?

‘of this intéresting experiment from a reluctant Depart-

ment of Public Instruction in Harrisburg, the State

" capital. The reason for their refusal was that their
... supply was exhausted by a distribution that included
- ~the American Jewish Congress, Bnai Brith, the Ameri-
-can Civil Liberties Union, the Reconstructionist Soc-
“iety, er al. So they were not asleep! Yet how is it that
- these groups that were so alert and so fleet-footed in

. challenging bus rides for the non-secular school chil-

dren and in challenging Bible readings without com-

“ment, were completely silent at the introduction and
study of the Bible and other religious writings in the
~public schools for credit as a regular course and -at
public expense! The mystery became more intriguing.

Unable fo rest, we ultimatéiy obtained “by rather

- indirect means a copy of Religious Literature in the

West, described therein as "A Working Paper Pre-
pared by the Religious :Studies -Department of the
Pennsylvania State University for the Department of

-Public Instruction of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

vania.” The introduction states that it is “designed to
help teachers and students in teaching, learning and
. appreciating the meaning of the religious literature
< itself, which is the primary focus of interest” by
- “presentfing] representative readings from three areas
- of religious literature, namely, those from Judaism, -~
_ . © . Christianity and Islam.” : .
w7 As the .mystery deepened, an attémpt {unsuccess- :

“The only recognizable names of Jewish -consultants

" are “scholar specialists,” Dr. Moshe Greenberg,*

Oriental Studies Department of Pennsylvania Univer- -

- sity: in Hebrew Bible; Dr. Joseph L. Blaw, Depart-
.-ment of Religion, Columbia University and Dr. Na-

hum Glatzer, Golding Center for Judaic -Studies,

‘Brandeis University: in Rabbinic writings; and Dr.

' The Jewish Observer | October, 1968




g ;_:A ct of the Geneml Assembly N o. 447: :
- The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

o :_“Courses in the ilterature of the Blble: ST
 and otheér religious wntmgs may be
- introduced and studied as regular -
- courses in the literature branch of et
- “education by all pupils in the S
o _.-'-secondary pubhc schoois '

. -:;Sénii}éf _ Sﬁhdihel,. Blble : ;'and”,l-'l.éﬂeﬁiétic.. -I.,it'er.aﬁl.r.é,'" =
Hebrew Unon -Coliege' in-New Testament. :

“The course of study’ consists of four stéps: -

| 1;' Readlng selections from the Bible (Gencsns, Exoduq o
- Samuel, Kings,- Amos, Isaiah, Daniel, Job . .. .); == .

" Rabbinic Writings (Bén Sirach, Book -of Fno'ch

: -Wtsdom -of Solomon, Pirke: Aboth,; Baba Metzn -

.) New Testament and Quran.

2 __Reading the commeéntary in the .syliabu's. L

3. Interpretation. {Personal and syﬂabué coﬁi'menféry).

4.'.Wr1tmg comments for class’ dlscussmn

““and Rashi,
“manides-oriented interpretation of Scriptures or wheth-

" possibly like the translators of the King James Bible,

- would tend to draw -on Tbn Ezra. Imagine my utter -
- disappointment, therefore, when upon reading the text .-
.1 found merely the old hat of Higher Criticism-and an -
¢ --imaginative, free-lance rewriting of Jewish history. - This -~

“ might be pardonable if the course were candidly offered .
~las a critical, .anti-religious view of religion. ¥Even so,. ~ -
" -it presents as facts theories that -have been exploded - -

"'by non-traditional scholars, e.z. -that the Samaritans
' -:Wcre a remnant of the Northern Kingdom. -

S ~Affer 2~ short but” hxghly questionable hlstoncal
U "_.'chtch of Judaism, Christianity ‘and Islam, the syllabus -

%qn justive 10 Professor Greenberg we showld veport ' 'dis= :
©knowledge and traditions of the peoples :with whont.

" elaimer by him of responsibility for the syllabus.

S : :The Tewish 'Obsér\;ei;'/ October, 19687

- goes “into an 'éxpién'aﬁdh Tof _-]iférarj} : '_15%13610 gy',': and :
- states:
. the Hebrew Bible: of

_calling the Bible a fake, they came up with this master-

" This doubic talk s’ redoubled’ into- £1uadruple ta'ik_
““but the fact remains -that teenagers with little "ot ‘no ;
"‘background on .the subject ‘are being taught that th

Ll 'Blbic is largely myth and legend; Legend is defined as:
: Aware of the numerous d;sputes between Rambm

e -I -was bubbling - with -excitement to sec -
" “whether these “scholar specialists” would give a‘Nach-
e > g 77 dealing with §tories which have a ‘basis, in oneé degree’

“wer they favored “the Isaacides point of view .— .or - on snother, in actual historical persons, -peoples and
~evenrs.” Of 11 Samuel 18 (Death of Absalom: by lite=

o rary standards-a most strqg]1t~f0rward piece of journa-

- listic reporting) this syllabus says,’

" sure that not gll of the details of the recorded evenrs

“coccurred as they are reported.” i :

- ing with the power of G-d’s-inspiration. However,-it is
" co-ordinately defined thus:
" a special and exalted instance of . .

~evil spirits of irrational suffering, anxiety, and violence,
< in gn experience which modern people niight descnbe 5
" as emotional illness.” - . -

“We will be -dealr'ng with ... .. examples from-
. three types, namely, myih,

legend and history,” To parry the charge that they are-

fu! plecc of double tatk to define ‘myth”: .

- An imaginative expression of realzty Cen
“or ctruth which - no -collection .or - E
" pecollection of observable data could

S possibly confirm or refute:

“‘events which quite possibly or probably have actually
_occured in physical flesh and blood history... .. Thus:
we always can sy that when we retid 'le'gen.ds .we'§ are.

* We -can alsp be

‘Prophecy is described in the’ tmdltloml Way spe'lk-'
HProphetic possession wis .

.- Spirit possession .-
. @ person-mighi also be possessed by demons, ‘or

-The - Torah is - then " descrzbed as’ the"‘accumuiated




~° SOMEQUESTIONS:"
 [JWhyis reading the Bible without commentary =~
‘deemed to be a devotional exercise and therefore o
- forbidden under the first amendment, but reading
-is as myth and legend a licit activity? - S
g ‘THow s religious freedom fostered by gwmg Bae
- government support and sanction to those who -
- sapits foundations by teaching that it '

- ‘basic documents are half truths?

they [the Hebrews] came in contact, such as the Canda-
i onites and the Mesopotamians . . . [which] the authors
Ctransformed . . . to make them relevant to the Hebrew
=~ religion.” The syllabus continues: “The Torah or Law
o includes the first five books of the Old Testament . . .
These books were not written all at once . . . Biblical
i scholars tell us that the material in the Torah comes
eeprimarily from four major sources or traditions.” Then
~comes the garbled nonsense about J,E,P and D sources.

AT ‘THIS POINT T HAD ENOUGH, I had the answer to my
.- Whodunit. Apparently, Torah when taught at public
o expense according to the Reconstructionist dispensa-
- tion does not violate the sacred “mechitzah™ between
-Church and State: only orthodox and fundamentalist
~“interpretations of the Bible are unconstitutional.

" :But like a good mystery story, on sober reflection,
~‘the first apparent solution darkens the mystery. These
.7 questions continue to assail me.

- Why is reading the Bible withoit commentary

7 deemed to be a devotional exercise and there-

" fore forbidden under the first amendment, but
“reading it as myth and legend a licit activity?
- How is religious freedom fostered by giving
government support and sanction to those who
‘sap its foundations by teaching that its basic
‘documents are half-truths?

S _'._Why must college classes and public platforms
2 'be open to all kinds of attacks on religion in
--the name of freedom of speech, but be closed

 for pro-religious purposes on account -of the

- fear of establishing religion? Would it not be

- more logical to permit pro-religious activity in

" the name of freedom of speech, and to bar anti-

- .religious activity under the freedom of religion
"~ clause? Or to bar both kinds of activity? Or to
. permit both kinds?

' MOST TROUBLESOME, however, is the question of how .
. Act No. 442 became law in Pennsylvania. Despite all
“the argument and dispute over the first amendment,
- nothing is clearer than this: that naked sectarianism is
“outlawed — that the law may not favor Reconstruc-
“ tionism and Reform Judaism over Orthodox Judaism,
- nor may it favor Unitarians over Baptists, or liberal
-~ Christians over fundamentalists. Yet this is precisely
- what is being done under Act 442. Reconstructionist
- -and Unitaricn doctrines are being taught. Orthodox

faiths are being undermined by phony scholarship, - '

“taught as facts, at the expense of and with the prestige
~"and sanction of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania .
. to back it up. -Although I am not acquainted with any
- of the members of the Pennsylvania legislature, I can
“categorically assert that not one of them would ever
-7 knowingly enact a naked, sectarian-bill. Unguestion- -
.- -ably, they thought that by enacting Act No. 442 they - -

were striking a blow for God and country, unaware

. of how their purposes would be distorted. Their wisest

course now is to follow the advice of Kohelet (I 15):
“The crooked cannot be made straight,” and to scrap =

- the idea behind Act No. 442 by outright repeal. . [7]
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The average Amencan Jew today has many concerns.

.7 ‘Heis plagued by anxiety over his “identity”: he worries -~
- .a great deal about who and what he really is. He
~~-attends Iectures on identity ‘and alienation; he partic-
~ ipates  in- Workshops and d;a}ogues in thf: hope of
e ﬁndmg himself. . : :
- The average Amencan Jew is womed about Israel o
B about its security and well-being.- He is troubled -that - -
- -his non-Fewish neighbors don’t understand why he,
- who is so much like his neighbor in-so many ways,
-+ fusses ‘so much about a tiny Middle East countty so -
- very far away. Perbaps hé wonders himself what it-is -
- that ties him to-a Land that on most maps is a small

~colored area; or just a dot with the word ISRAEL pro-

" “truding into the Mediterranean Sea.. _ -
-~ - The average American Jew belongs toa Jew1sh Cen-"
. ter or a congregation which apparently fills his spiritual .-

- needs; and yet, at times, he suffers deep spiritual yearn-
~-ings which his membership in the Jewish community

- ""does mot fulfill. He wants his children to emulate his -
- Jewishness, and he is deeply troubled if they grow up -~
-2 less Jewish than their father. Paradoxically, he is even -
-~ more troubled if his son ends up in some “Eastern -
- Yeshiva” and becomes “more Jeéwish” than his father. -
- When there is trouble on Israel’s border the Amer- -
“Uican Jew walks around worried, his ear glued to his -
* - transistor “ radio. He contributes regularly to Israel, :
- and during the June war he gave more. Whern he heard .-
‘that Jerusalem was liberated and united, he rejoiced.

. “When he saw pictures of Jews -praying at the Kosel ~
~Mga’aravi, he even shed a tear, though he can’t remem- | _ el e T
CUAS AVERACF JEW, UsA, reads -about the ¢onvulsions of =
o the Czechoslovaknn people, we could hardly expect
“> him to be reminded that over four hundred yeats ago
v a Jew walked the cobblestoned streets of Prague who'
~would have so much to say 16 him today. To Jews whao
“have héard of Reb Yehudah ben Betzalel Loew, it is
Cusually in aassociation with the ‘Golem, the “robot” Tie

created to protect the persecuted Jews of Prague. Yet, ©
" the Maharal mi’Prague, - as he s known to the world
. of Torah scholarship, 1éft ‘a~body of written  works: -
_which covers every arca of learnin
“position of Jewish belief and dogma that so-often has: ..
“"a contemporary ring, .and scems 1o speak directly to" 0

“ber the last time he davened. When Israeli fighting men
-.score -.a-victory, he feels ten-feet tall; but he tries to

o -explain to-his neighbors that Jews are peace-loving -
- -people. When he visits Israel, he is shocked that res-
‘2o taurants serve ham, though he eats it back home. When -~
- he gets to Jerusalem,. he wants to go to the Wall—he .
dons the yarmulka which is offered to him, and when -
" he comes back he talks about the indescribable ex- - :

‘perience he had in visiting the Wall and the other Holy

' Places. He tells his friends about the stout resolution
- of their brothers-in Israel, and he-and they feel that

“they are part of it all.

- And yet this average Amerlcan Jow i a strangc

o ;'creature hlstoncally he may live in a town whete there ' “Average Jew, Usa, and at least as much to Orthodox

CThe Jewish' Observer / October, 7968

'"*}if?é!i??!?:taf  Yéak6§.Jéﬁebs -;y«r&--**“**“”7*“°ff¥ﬂﬁ;
Average Jew, U.S.A. — f ;-:f-
A 16th Century Vlew

_ davened in—if there is, he’s never been: there; unless -
" his Congregation had no minyan, or wanted to observe -

- a yahrzeit on the day it actually fell, rather than Friday .
- night. There is probably no school in his ‘community -
- which teaches those ideals “which account for him' -
- -being what he is; not even a single voice binding him'’ .
‘to the long chain of Jewish tradition. There may not™*
- _be a Mikveh for many miles around, ‘and he couldn’t -

- Joke to .him anyway.

o.Ina few words: He is a ]ew wzthout Torah HIS._':"-:
. Jewishness still clings to him as a result of centufies
“of intehsive- Jewish living, -but he cannot long survive

“He won't give up, but his children are weaker; his
. grandchildren weaker still, and his great grandchﬂdren o

- 'merce, a-32nd degree Mason, a member of the zoningﬁ--"

is ot smgIe shul like 'the one hls fa'th‘é:r Or gran'dfather :

care less—if he knows what a M!kveh is, it’s all ‘1-:_

unless he is somchow plugged back into the main line.

. whe can tell? .

- Average Jew, USA, is 11appy about the maternl suc—':'- i ..
cess he has-achieved, and his standing in-the gentile” -
community: he’s a member of the Chamber of Com- -

‘commission; but he’s paid for this glory with his Jew-
ishness and there are timeés—sgood businessman ‘that:

“he is—that he thinks he may have been had. He perks ™ .
~up when he hears about the way thlngs ‘were in the
"+ old days, and at times he feels a pain in his soul, but
--no one is helping him, and he comes away from the
lectures ‘and workshops not much wiser than when he o
- arrived. SR :

g, including an‘ex-




~o-Jew, USA, On the outset of a new year, let’s set aside
““the- jargon -of .the social scientists, the  slogans.and
~¢atch-words, and look at Awerage Jew today through
:-:'the teachings of a 16-th century Jew.

" -beginnings as a people? Where does our unique kind
of famzlv life stem from?

. Yaakov is more’ generaﬂy linked
- -with Jewish peoplehood than Avra-
".-.-~ham: the Sages explain that Yaakov
. experienced tzar gidul bonim (the
- anguish of raising children). That is
-+ 'he raised the twelve who became the
-+ heads of the Twelve Tribes of Israel, =
- the forerunners of the Jewish people. -
“ .. It is for this reason that we speak
“of Bais Yaakov (the House of Ya- -
‘akov) and not Bais Avraham. '

“oon his success or failure hinged the destiny -of our
o people. Average Jew, Usa, likes to boast about the low
.- percentage of Jews in the statistics of delinquency,
*.~ ‘crime, alcoholism, drug addiction, and the growing list
- of ills of what has been called a “sick society.” With
~“the help of citations from sociologists and psychologists,
" he attributes the relative health of the Jew to our “good
o -family life,” and our “love for learning.” But he forgets
oothat our good family life is a function of adherence
-7 -to the way of life enjoined by our Torah; and that
. 'when Jews and Jewish families divest themselves of
~Torah values, the statistics begin to look bad. He
“forgets too, that our love for learning is a-love for
*Torah learning, and not only is the transference of
.+ this love for Torah to secular learning a distortion of
- Tradition; it also leads the Jewish child away from
““Torah values, and makes him more susceptible to the
- ills of society—as the newest statistics on Jewish college
“-gtudents sadly demonstrate.

P ‘that makes us One People, in spite of our diversity?

dltmenshul in Prague

12

~What can-we learn about ‘the Jewish - pe"o'plé from our '

' Raising children has never been casy for the .Jev}, but R S
What is it that ties the Jew to the Holy Land? Whai

L What is so unigue about the Jewish people? What is it

.. The choseness of Israel is an impera~. . ..
SR -:'-tlve of the natural order of things. It -~

- is dictated by Torah, for the world

" ‘could not exist without Torah; and

- -there «can " be o - Torah Wlthout R

CIsrael)” :

" The Maharal hei-e' 'sfates:a.Siniple" rule: there can be
.- no world without Torah: there can be no Torah without - -
Jews: and therefore, there can be no world without -

Jews. It is said in the name of the great R’ Mair Shapiro

~of Lublin, that if every Yeshiva bochur knew how

much the world depends on his léarning Torah, he

- would never waste a single moment. If Avérage Jew, -

usa, knew how much the world deperids on Ais being -

_‘a positive Jew—how good and how sweet things would =~
- be. The Maharal here offers us a formula for relevance:
- for relevance to world peace, human brotherhood, and
.- -all that young people today are apparently yearning
- for. This is what being a Jew is all about; this is what
" the uniqueness of the Jewish people is all about.

draws him to Jerusalem? What is it abour the Kosel
that unites the Jewish people—even those Israelis who

" choose to believe that the Wall is not only a religious
“but also a narzonal” shrine?

_ _The Beis Hamiikdosh and Jerusalem' '
-.make all Israel as one man, because
- they - contained the Altar . (Miz- -
- bei’ach) which made it improper to :
“build bomes (local altars).

The Jewish cynic—that hardened enermy of righteous-

*ness and truth—will say: “Alright—so Beis Hamikdosh -

the average Jew knows; Mizbet’ach? maybe, but bomo

"—if one out of a thousand ever heard of it ... . it's a
“lot. You mean to tell me . .

... how naive can you be? -
. that this is what excites Jews when-they go to

Jerusalem?—when they see the Wall for the first time?

This is what unites Jews: that when the Beis Hamik-

.~dosh stood in Jerusalem, evervone had to come there
~to bring an offering, and he couidnt use the Jocal

altars?” : _
. The cvmcmthas 18 tht deﬁneq hsm what makes him -

a Jewish cynic—doesn’t know about the collective con- . -
- science, the collective consciousness of all . Jews: not .7
just those who live today, but all who ever lived, who - = -
“ostood at Har Sinai and heard G-d's Law spoken to -
them. and were welded to each-other in Eternity . ...
- in Nitz'chies. The Jew who lives today, who has shed
. his Jewishness, and whose “statistics” still look good, -
“is living on borrowed Eternity; he is still drawing on -
“the reservoir of spirituality left to him by his bubes
and zaides—and theirs before them. His family life
. stili reflects the values of Bais Yaakov. His spiritual
~yearnings stem from his soul's desire to be one with
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~“of mitzvohs too qmckly hecomes Everyman. -

;o770 Listen again to the words of ]6th-cemury sage from
o ;.-:‘_:_Prague

e Iqraei isa meta—physwal peopie [not
- bound by natural law]. .. . Mitzvohs -
- ‘are meta-physical acts which -clevate
»man above naturé ... . they purify © 7
-2 'man, making all of his acts a devia- = -
~tion from :natural law, unlike ordi- .
~nary human behavior that can nor- -
“mally be equated with the behavior . -
~-of non-human creatures. o

: thn the Jew leads a life of M:tzvoh% he s not sub- o
" ject to the natural law;-his personal and family lifc - pa'Torah tchilo’—-
" are not governed by the “laws” of sociology and psy- -

“chology. These laws may be valid-~for Everyman, but

..'.-'not for the Jew. His psyche is different because he is-
“in tune with the Divine. The “laws” may prove helpful -
_man,-_but the Jew with -

- in"understanding the “normal”

aimraf’s mmbsrone in Prague‘ -
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lal Yisroel—to -be one’ with  the G-d of Isracl. He
oves the Land because deep in his soul lie knows that -
“it ‘1§ ‘the Land of his fathers—it is fiis Land, given to "~
- him by his G-d: The Jews’ }lvmg inisrael are not just
“:citizens of a State that he'is’ friendly :to—they are hise et
:‘brothers. The Kosel Md’aravi, in‘a way he is not aware .. .. i
- of, links-him to the Eternity of Israel and to the Eternal -
= Ged, - The city of Jerusalem ties him to his people, and -
- the re-unification of the city of Jerusalem refreshes the 7
- ““ipnermost recesses of his soul. He is part of the-great
" adventure .of Jewish-peoplehood, and he rejoices with -
"."his brothers. ‘But - this -borrowed Eternity runs down 7 .
- -after a while—-it loses-its potency,.and the Jew shorn -

" “his ‘Mitzvolis is not “normal.” His statistics reflect his -
- non-normality. But again, when he Jives without Mitz-

UKlal Yisrocl wears thin,. the “laws™ grab hold of him? b
"he has normalized - h:mse]f ancl his: behavxm pattems-:_
= .__.'become normal.

e enmmttted Jew, to the Jew of Mitzvohs: The prophe

“Why was the Land laid waste?,” and - the-Gemorah

" While the Jewish people prior to the Destruction, were
"Joyal to Torah, observed the Mitzvohs, and -dedicated

-themselves - to the study .of Torah; they disassociated.:
- Torah and Mitzvohs from Hakodosh Baroch Hu, who'

~“even a prophet could detect this, for it is a failure that
" lies -deeply ‘hidden in man’s heart.. So -involved “were’

= “with the Divine—a tragic flaw which led to Destruction.:

" “can probe the Jewish heart? But there are signs of it:
o7 We are reluctant to tatk about G-d. We heaf little from.:
. the  Orthodox pulpit about - Life - after’ Death; about
.. ‘Reward and Punishment; about the hope of the Coming
. of Moshiach. Involved as we may be in Mitzvohs; as.

we should wask -oursélves,every (day, every moment f
s “How do I st'md w1th my G—d’?” T S

THE SECRET’ OF }cwvsh zdentlty wﬂl ot be dncovered
in theé seminar or workshop. “Relevance” will not be’
- found in the confusion of a society in a state -of -dis<.
“integration.’ The yearnings -of Average Jew, USa; will
‘only be satisfied by a return to Eternity: - the -Eter’nity_-.{"
- “of thé Jewish soul, the Jewish Land, the Jewish Law,

= the G<d ‘of the Jéwish ‘people. Listen; with:Heart; to
.71 the words .of the’ ]6th-cen'rury Rav- of Prague Come
- back 1o Etermty e e e T

vohs; when his share of the meta-physical -nature "of -

~And finally, let thc qage of Praguc speak to the
asked, when he saw the desolation of the Holy Land:
tells that no-human being could answer ‘his -question, -
until “Hakodosh Baruch Hu replied, “She'lo borchu:

“because “they - did :not say. the
b’rocho before studying Torah.” The Maharal explains::

‘had given .them Torah and Mitzvohs. Nosage, not:

‘the people in Torah and Mitzvohs, that they lost touch'._

Who is-to say if this flaw is prevalent today? ‘Who:

immersed as we may beé in Torah studymzt is:well ‘that.




:.:_ QUIETLY—'—-without".__any '_ fanf'are,‘ A
"’-_'dramatic and exciting breakthrough -

s taking ‘place on the American

' Jewish scene.
* The tremendous Iéap forward in |

:'-:_'Tomh Chinuch and Torah living

- -~ that was sparked by the rapid

- prowth of ‘the Day School move-
“-.ment, is of itself no Ionger news.

- 'We were privileged to see hundreds
< of .communities come alive,

L : stand
- up-and be counted in the ranks of

‘I .active participants in the Torah rev-

olution. We are now witnessing an

~extension” of this achicvement in
<depth -which will create an cven

- greater impact and lay a more con-

- ~ocrete foundation for the future

~- growth of Torah learning and Torah

_"hvmg in America.

" The -establishment -of ascore of

- compact, individual-oriented yeshi- -

A Report on: s

New Outposts of Torah

. g Avrohem Davns

~Scranton, Los Angeles,
“DPenver, Woodridge, St. Louis, Pitts-
~burgh, Toronto, Far Rockaway,
- Long Beach, Staten Island,* now -
“have centers of Torah scholarship

‘vos that have become laridmarks in -

many communities is this new

breakthrough. New names have ap- -
peared on the map of advanced
‘Torah scholarship. For the first time
~-in the history of American Jewry,

one hears today of cities that boast
of “their Beis Medrosh” in the same

- manner that made hundreds of Eu-
.ropean communities famous in the

past. Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston,
Montireal,

on a high and intense level. These

- are in addition to at Jeast a scorc
- “of new yeshivos that have opened °

i Sraten Island is geographically in New
" ¥York City, but uniil two years ago was
. the only borough without a Yeshiva -for
“higher studies.

_ in various néighborh'dod's m 'New .
“York City. -

These yeshivos, for the most part :

.~ share a basic approach and goals.
- Almost all of them have limited
~and selective enrollment policies.

These yeshivos limit their enroll-

.- ment so that those who are admitted
‘are able to receive the benefits of
individual guidance and personal-
ized attention by the Roshei Yeshiva.

- In this age and atmosphere of -

“the mass approach to everything,
- ‘these Yeshivos bring fresh vitality
-to the concept of the individual—
. his unique potential and needs.
~‘They are geared to bring forth the
" maximum in each student, many
-of whom would be lost or over-
“whelmed in the larger Yeshivos with
- large student bodies.

Manv students eventually . entcr

- “Leave the Caring to Us”

A Superior Hotel
for Senior Citizens

N ewly Renovated

Mi AMI HOTEL

Registration is- still open at

vssm\m BAIS mmm

{formeriy of New . Haven}

-~ for -students of -hlgh schocl

. and Bans Medrash age . '

375 WEST BROADWAY, LONG BEACH
Tel. 516 GE 1-5500
S Under the personal Management of

~ MR. and Mrs. 1. WALDMAN

who have many years of experience,

Do“m:forles & Klfchen
_Beauhfqi Grounds -

e Smal[ Classes . '. .

. Personal _Attention o

--'w:-ﬁe':-_RA:‘:BI’M.-'YOFFEE’ o
130 W.. CENTRAL AVENUE -
. Monsey, N..Y. 10952
(914)" 356- 9895 -or ST 2-9783" (NYC)

Strict “Kashius observed + Friendly, homey atmosphere ¢

“Delicious balanced meals * Special diets upon request » -

“Telephone in every room ¢ Shil with Chazan ¢ Entertainment Cali-
¢ Elevator service * Very reasonable rates, . ' :
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© o the inajor"t)r parent Yeshivos. Thoss -
: superbly -
SRR -equ:pped 10 take full advantage of -
. the opporturities afforded: hearing
. the ‘Shiurim given by the Gedolei
- “~Roshei Yeshiva and the lively con-
tact with older, more sophisticated " tures is to the credit of our major
- yeshivos,
* fortresses -of Torah, exerting their .
v world-wide  influence and
~’standards of Torah for all Jewry. -
‘These established Yeshivos have in -

S that - ‘have - been

" bochrim and Kollel Yungeleit.

. Another positive aspect of these
-:schools, is that—in most instances -

. —the student must live at the Ye-
" -shiva. This enables the Yeshiva to
~“exert its total influence on the stu-

“dents as they live in the atmosphere .

of Torah twenty-four hours a day.

- This tends to encourage a personal
- relationship between Talmid and his -

" "Rebbe who is more easily available

-+ for consultation and guidance. This -
. “also promotes the basis for informal

S i nd exchange in a -,
conversation . a & ‘in a number of cases,

~'names .and prestige fo these new
-ventures. They act as spiritual ben- .-
--efactors and in some instances pro- -~
‘“vide financial assistance as well.
~Finally, and most important, they
have trained the younger Roshei |-
. Yeshiva and stimuiated them fo -

- ~relaxed, . tension-free  manner, of
~-vital importance in the growth and
- development of the well-rounded
o ben Torah.

_ In the area of commumty relas

" tions, these new yeshivos have met

“with gratifying success in -bringing

- their influence to bear in their vari-
~“ous communities. They present
many families with the opportunity

“-of enjoying a close and vibrant =
crelationship with the -Yeshiva and

. -.-its students. For some teason many

“families find it easier and more

o comfortable to identify with “their

" Yeshiva”

The * success” of these new Vén-

who .remain the strong

almost every instance, had a large
part in the creation of new yeshivos.

headed the development of many

-of these newer yeshivos. They have,

lent their

pioneer the expansion of Torah by

‘establishing new outposts for hmzd
- Ha'Torah. .

Jousness of the claim that the Ye-

+--shiva world has little sense of com- -~

“taunity obligation. In '__\'::Jhaf";g'r‘éét"_eér -
~manner, in -scope -or ‘depth, ‘¢an .a

“then with' the' major na-"
-tionally-known  ‘Yeshivos. ‘In these "
. communities, the privilege of having "~
- a -bochur for Shabbos has become '

_ -the future of communities, than by’
a status symbol. .

. dntroducing into their midst a center
- of living Torah? In a time ‘when -
" youth rebels out of a conviction

‘today’s society, what more effective’
setting - -

-are specifically geared to develop
- their individuality, and whose goal .
is to prepare them for a productive

‘and creati P
‘Among others, Beth Medrosh Go- - - creative life as Torah Jews!

voha, Telzer Yeshiva, Mesivta Rab- :
bi Chaim Berlin, Ner Israel and - tion, that the eternal freshness of -
- Chofetz Chaim, have actually spear-
: :development. It deserves the atteric

~community—needless ‘fo - -say,

-~ stances. These Tablets of the Law,
_were destined to remain our posses-
~sion, and so, too, perhaps these new
Yeshivos and those to follow, will"
“oin their unique manner strengthen
and preserve the total structure-of:"
- Torah. T PO I D

This new - and historic advc’n’turé
“in our days, underscores the ridicu-

Yeshiva manifest its ¢oncern- with

that there is no place for thém in~

measure can be taken than to pro- -
vide our youth with Yeshivos ‘that®

1t ‘is this Writer’s ‘éarnest oonvxc-'
Torah is clearly manifest in this new
tion and praise of the entire Iew1sh g

:.who}e-heartcd support.

This has all happened quzetiy and
\mthout fanfare. This, too, is signifs -
icant, because we are told by - our.
‘Sages, ~that the  Luchos SK REYOs -
(the second 'set -of Tablets) “were:
.given in quiet and modest circum-"""
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The End of Days

___,?_'-_Verse by Shmuel Gorr /Orlgmal Etchmgs by Franz Kempf

o We left . . . but our departure T

- was not by choice !

~Ourown complacency and gmlt

- outweighed the scales of Mercy

- whose last reprieve gained only

i '_.'-_the ‘Assurance’ that all His words would stay.
- Thisirrevocable decree contained no date

-~ of termination save ‘The End of Days’.-

. Three score and ten wild wolves, - )

- whose hatred had evolved fromold, .

.- then sniggered with impatient greed

~ to tear this Lamb to shreds. This unholy

- and spontaneous bond of bloody beasts

- who raised their ugly pagan heads incach -~ -

" 'and every generation to destroy theLamb . "~
: {-'-rushes bhndly on to ‘The End of Days’.

What insecure msamty motivates -

- this senseless lack of Destiny

'f:-ifto promote the greatest hoax of Hlstory

" that holds both simple and elite chained

“in dedicated fear to its mystery cult?

~ The myth of its bloody birth — |
- of dogmatic hocus pocus and stigmatic fraud —
s shattered on the eve of ‘The End of Days’.

."_'_-They butchered in the name of all their gods L

- eagle, lion, or bull — with heathen hate

- or theological theme. Their sacrificial murder

" cameincloaksof science or trade; - . .
- and in recent years they adopted symbdls e
" ofcolour...yellow, white,orred ... =~
- and finally black: These presumptuouq febels P
~of History now challenge ‘The End of Days’. -

]6 3 S S : R TR i Sl DR The Tewish Ob&ervér'-/ Ocrober'. 7948 ':..Z' :




~ Butthe p01son will slowly surge from the wounds
of all these cancerous, troubled mmds, S

and the healing dew of History will wash away
“the hoaxes and denials; the images and myths. = =

~ - Thenwill a simple force group the many into one o

" and direct all righteous to the only ONE. -

-~ Our Origin and Destiny will bind us all

a5 : in common cause to merit “The End of Days’.

e TThe Jésivish :.Obs:érver"/ "_O.cm.l.;ef.",- ]'968."': i




-~ The presumptuous wolves will cease to lead:
- The conditions of the Lamb will come to pass;
ey and His ‘Assurance’ will be fulfilled in all L
- its strength. The ‘Wall of Destiny’ will rise again- =
- from the single one in all its splendour:
- Complacency and guilt will vanish as every knee -
-~ will bow to Providence with a humble heart to
-~ ‘Renew Our Days as of Old’ at “The End of Days’.

18 ’ ) - — ) T _ . . ) - The ‘Jewish Obs'erver./ ()ctbber, 1968




" literally means

'.'.-.'The shoe “na aI in Hebrew e desplte ts Iowly

- position under man’s body, has a significant place in -

- Jewish traditional thought. In all of Tanach, no other ..
~-article of clothing is so widely mentioned and so often -
~utilized as the shoe.* The shoe’s multiple uses derive

- from the deep symbolism attached to it.

. Worn at the lowest point of the human body where' :
- ‘man- touches the trodden earth, the shoe symbolizes -

- man’s contact with-the mundane. Fabricated from the

“skin of animals, it is symbolically -associated with the
vnrefined - elements within man. The word - “na’al”
“a lock,” and its use to mean “shoe”
“follows from both the practical use of the shoe and

its symbolic meaning. Man’s lofty soul is shackled to
“a narrow, craving nature which he must radically alter.

- Consequently, during occasions of great religious ele- .~ . -
.- vation and sanctification, the Jew must cast off his -

shoes, to signifiy his temporal liberation from the con-
o stnctmg confines of the animal and the material cle-

" ments in which his soul is locked. After an exhilirating :
.- confrontation with the Divine, man’s stormy soul draws .

~. back: his spirit is once again enclosed within its na’al
-~ but this man will never be the same, :

Thc K'lbbaia further elaborates upon this symbo-

' hsm tesching that the human soul is extended between
two spheres of abode, two opposite poles: the Heavens

~“and his earthly body. The human figare in which the

~ earthly half of the soul is cloaked is called the na'al,

~-or coarse covering, which may smother the soul within = - 3. Kipptr? Becduse all the worlds are clevated -on’ -

:-its ‘bulky folds. Man’s ultimate purpose in life is to
- unlace the knot of his oppressive na’al, striving for the
unity of his entire spirit. This can only be achieved

by transforming his na’al into a servant of his soul:

an entity totally committed to the fulfillment of G-d's

“owill. The Jew declares, “Hear ‘O Israel, the Lord .is * -

our G-d, the Lord is One.” Unity within onself — and

-~ then with G-d: total absorption within Eternity.. . ... .~
e 170 0 scholar ‘wrote ‘that men have taken to wearing shoes
~-so that the flesh should not touch the earth; for the
“earth was cursed beczuse of the sin-of Adam. Butin> "
" places -where the ground is sanctified and blessed,
. there we must go barcfoot. That is why Moshe removed :

L %The word “beged,” although used ‘far moré éxtensively, is &
“mainly e general reference to all types of clothing.. Also ot
doing the nd'al in number of mentions -isthe -“toness” or

" shirt. However, this is not due to its wide use, but rather -io

L mumerous repititions in regard to the multi-colored shirt of

Yosef, and the shirts of the Priests.
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A\:r.r;ho.m' ché:ﬁl | -Feil-er: .
The Symbohsm of the “Shoe”
In Torah Law and Lore

THE “TORAH ﬁrst mtroduces us to- the nch rehgious
- meaning of the shoe in the drama of Moshe and the =
Burning Bush. This is G-d’s first revelation to Moshe
.and therefore Moshe is taught how to prepare for an =

-your shoes from your feet, for the ground upon which'
“you -stand is holy ground.” The Ramban here uotes:
- 'the Medrash: _
- vealed, one must cast off his shoes.” The Medrash cites”
" “the example of the Kohanim who are forbiddén to

- Jew dare not retnain . indifferent to - the “presence of -
‘G-d. He must react to his encounter ‘with G-d physi=
.caily demonstrating that his cumbersome material be—- .
.mg has been somewhat llghtened : ;

_'_}nbmon apainst wearing shoes on Yom Kippur..On":
- “Yom Kippur G-d commands that the body and soul-

~1In the body. On Yom Kippur the Jew must withdraw :

~-and his soul is shaken and aroused from its lethargy.

- - earth upon which we live is also elevated and is called =~
- holy ground.: Therefore it is forbidden to step upon the
- sanctified -earth ‘wearing shoes as it is written, ‘cast off .

your shoes” from your feet for the place upan which™
~ you stand is holy ground.”” -

encounter with the Divine. G-d commands, “Cast off -
“Wherever the Divine Presence jis -re~>

wear their shoes while executing the holy service. The -

Shoes on Yom K zppur' :

Many exphmtlons have beent offered - for-the pro—f_ .

‘be afflicted so that the soul should not feel at honie

from corporeslity to resemble the angels. When a man

- 7 wears “shoes, his soul is at home with 'his body w0
Between Two Poles .

barefoot, his naked feet stumble on the Tockly earth

‘But taking a different approach, R’ Menachem Men- "=

“del of Rymanov writes that the soul can achieve plea<”
“sure and elevation-from its contact with the earth .on S
- Yom Kippur. In his classical work, Menachem Tzion, .
- he states, “Why is the wearing of shoes prohibited on:

Yom Kippur when Isra¢l does complete Teshuva. . The

R’ Moshe  Hagiz, an eminent elghteemh centur) S

e




~- his* shoes on the ‘holy -ground, and that is why we
“iremove our shoes ‘on Yom Kippur when all of the

“‘carth and universe is blessed. Finally, the Siddur Ha'-

- Minhogim offers this fascinating reason for the restric-
tion against shoes. We know that although one says

. -Shehechionu for any new garment, the shoe is an ex-
~ception to the rule. If we made such a blessing, it
oowould seem as if we are rejoicing over the death of

“-the animal which had to be killed in order to provide

“- “the skin for the shoe, and it is written, “And his tender

- ‘mercies’ are over all of his works” Psalm 45:9).
“Therefore, how can we put on a garment for which it

was necessary to kill a living thing, on Yom Kippur

~'which is a day -of grace and compassion,.a day when
~ .man begs G-d for His tender mercy.

o The Meaning of Chalitza

" When a Jew is confronted by a Mitzvah, he must be
. prepared to discard his own physical interests to what-
ever extent they inierfere with his mission. This con-

-':ffccpt is poignantly expressed by the act of Chalitza.

“If a brother (a yavam) refuses to fulfill his respon-

sibility of wedding the wife of his deccased and child-
- Iess brother, which would perpetuate his dead brother’s
- name, then he must perform the act of Chalifza. Cen-
:iarnl to the Chalitza, is the removal of the yavam's shoes
by the unwanted yevarma. The Netziv of Volozhin in
.~his commentary on the Torah reveals the inner mean-

'.'_"-'_-f::ing of this otherwise unfathomable procedure. The
7 shoe, he explains, characterizes the elements of human
- -nature which hamper man's fulfilment of his obliga-

tions to G-d¢ and to his fellow man. The surviving
- ‘brother’s indifference has prevented him from meeting
his responsibility. A slave to his nature, he cannot con-

" trol his own “maal” This lack of self-discipline is

. A Chalitza Shoe .

publicly displayed by having the Yevama —— the wvic- . .
tim of his ‘weakness — take his shoe from his foot, - ..

symbolizing the Yavam’s deep spiritual failing.. ... °

© “BUT THERE'IS 4 positive side to.the symbolism of the
- nd’al. A fundamental of Torah, is the concept that the

mundane is condemned only to the extent that it inter-

© ‘feres with the lofty purposes of the soul. However,
. the mundane as a tool for observing Torah is soundly
-.praised and highly prized.- The Sages teach us it is

proper for a person to wash and beautify his face all

- day, it this will evoke from his observers admiration

for G-d’s handiwork. A siriking example of this con-

~cept can be derived from analysis of two Talmudic
passages which seem to be in contradiction, On the

one hand, the law prohibits a person wearing shoes

~from entering the Har Ha’'Bayis, the mount of the Beis

Hamikdosh. The Gemorah in Brochos derives this

- Jaw from the previously quoted exhortation to Moshe
to remove his shoes when in the presence of the

Divine. The Talmud in Chagiga draws upon -a far

“~more forceful statement by Isaiah to prove this point:
the prophet terms entry with shoes as “trampling My
Jcourtyard.” On the other hand the wearing of shoes

by the olei regel. the pilgrims who traveled three times

““each year to Jerusalem and the Beis Hamikdosh on

~-..the occasion of the festivals, is described by Shiomo

HaMelech in Shir Ha'Shirim in the following flowery

“terms: “How beautiful are thine footsteps in sandals,

O Daughter of the Prince.” The ‘Talmud in Chagiga

“elaborates on this statement: “How beautiful are the
. Tootsteps of Isracl while coming up to the festival,
~daughter (children) of Abraham the Prince—evidently
~ Israel is associated here specifically with Abraham since
~he was the first to make a pilgrimage for the sake of

G-d. He abandoned his fatherland and family in order
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 Chalita |

 from a T7ik-centiry -
- Dutch drawing)

1o fulfill the Divine command. Sandals, the indispensible "~

ipear of the traveler, are beautiful in their function of

" assisting in -a Mitzvah, as is every other object om
. earth. However, with :the journey completed, the Beis =
- Hamikdosh in sight. the wayfarer turns worshipper, the -

" pilgrim—-all but a Priest.-What was a useful tool is now

- an impediment—the lauded sandal, a sacrilege.

OUK SAGES TEACH THAT the world is composed of four

basic categories; mineral, vegetable, animal and human.

“ - Each succeeding group has mastery over its prede- -
“ocessors. :Man'’s mastery over the animal kingdom and
" consequently over the lower categories, is expressed

: “by his walking in the skin of the beast. Consequently, -
- the shoe is a symbol of Man’s mastery of his worldly
~igoods: It-isd sign of the bountiful, earthly domain

~which G-d has bequeathed to mankind. Fittingly, the

__ Talmud, -in a discussion of the b]essmgs which one

fecites immediately apon ‘awikening in the morning,

- -states that when donning’ one’s shoes he is  to say, -
‘“Blessed art Thou O Lord our G-d who has provided <

.me with all -of my necessities.” Furthermore, the

. Maharal of Praguc maintains that mar’s unigue claim
to Tzelem -Elokim” (G-dly form), stemns from his '
. ability to walk upright, in lordly fashion, in contrast -
- to -animals’ who walk in a subservient posture on all
four. The shoe supports man’s ability to maintain a =~

R pomlon -of sover elgnty over ali of C:eatlon

o ’{n t]m hght 1t is ea31Ey understood why the shedding
y _of the shoe -exhibits relinquishment of ownershlp, In

TRABBI AVROHOM CMIM FEUER stidies in the Kollel of Telshe
Yeshiva. His article, Chanukah—The Other Side of the Com
appeared in onr issue of December, 1967.
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‘2 unique passage in the Book of Ruth, a transaction .-
“is described: “Now this was the manner in former .
“‘times in Israel concerning redeeming, and concerning
- exchanging, to confirm all things: a man-cast off ‘his "
" shoe and gave it to his neighbor; and this was a tes-"
“timony in Israel. - Therefore, wher the kingman ‘said
" unto Boaz, ‘Buy it for thee,” he took off his shoe.”.
~This act alsb expressed the determination of the seller”
“to stake his entire dlgmty as-a possessor of goods on
‘his meticulous honesty in fulﬁ]mg the terrm of the-.j
“transaction, - S

. THE FAR-REACHING SYMBOLISM of the shoe-is carried ©
1o its final and dramatic conclusion by the: mourner. -
" Death somberly -smashes ‘the myth ‘that man -is the
. sole and omnipotent master of his fortunes and destiny.= -
- "Sovereign man exploits this earth only by the grace
~of G-d who gives and tokes at will.. And, -as Shlomo’ .
~“says in Koheles, “There is no sovereignty on-the day™
“of death.” The mourner removes his shoes in.rec-:
“ognition of the temporal nature of man’s mfmtery over
~the earth. - S g

- “And whoever keeps the shoes on his feet is .ason of -
“man.” ‘The Jew’s greatness-lies ‘not in his asceticism;

~..and soul, harnessing and tempering his nature rather-__
c0o7 o than maiming or discarding it. True, man must -strive
The Shoe in Commerce ““to release himself at times from his sg'al :So"th'at' he -
~-may achieve a brief ‘and intimate rapport with - his -
" “Maker; however, by and large he must live a physical
existence,- He who does not “jump out of his skin’
- cand functions “within his na'al; he ‘who perfects: his
nature and brings it into harmony with -the Torah he
' is the true son of mati—and a child of G-d.o o

Ina po:tmam stfuemcnt in Shabbov the Sages state

but rather in his unique  ability of “uniting” his’ bodyf'




.. the import of esrogim:

"i‘?*-:f-f‘second Iooks

at the |eW|sh scene

T be Errog dnd tbe Frmt'f )’

An apparently innocuous regu]a-
“otion of the U.S. Department of
. Agriculture almost deprived Amer-
-V ican Jews of esrogim for Succos this

. “year.-The problem was brought to

““the attention of Isracli esrog growers

2. by the Israel Embassy in Washing-
.. ton the early part of this year. Citrus
“.~ growers in Florida reported finding

~-evidence of the presence of the

Mediterranean fruit fly in esrogim
~from Israel, and the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture rtuled that
- “henceforth all fruit destined for im-
.~ port to the United States from the
“-~Middle East was to be chemically
~treated.

. For many years, Israel's agricul- -

- tural officials have been battling the
- fruit fly, which attacks citrus fruits,

“2and it is now practically non-exist-

- ent. But when the esrog growers,
aided by the Israel Embassy, ap-

. pealed to U.S. authorities to waive

~the regulations for the shipment of

esrogim, Department of Agriculture
- officials could offer only two alter-

native plans which would permit
storage of
= the fruit under refrigeration for six-

& teen - days—which would discolor

“the skins; or fumigation of the
o esrogim—which would kill any flies
“present, but would also “kill” the

-7 esrogim. - Experiments were pro-

- posed to test the effect of the gas,

- birt this was not feasible since only
“o winter-harvested esrogim were avail-

22

- from Israel
‘the celebration of Succos.

able, whlch have - tough skins and'
_could not offer conclusive results.
. By June of this year the matter
- was still not resolved, and a rep-
- resentative of the esrog growers
_-made one more trip to Washington

for extended mectings with U.S.

‘officials and experts. Every proposal

made was turned down. At that
late date—the harvest was to begin

~-in Fuly—it appeared that, all efforts
- 1o solve the problem having failed,
Jews throughout America would

have been unable to obtain an esrog
an essential need for

-~ In desperation, the esrog growers
“turned to Agudath Israel of America
‘and asked that they use their good -
- offices to resolve the dilemma. Agu-
~dath Tsrael immediately made con-
" tact with high-echclon officials in
Washington, explaining to them the

serious consequences of what

. amounted to a ban on Israeli esro-

*-gim. Following days of consultations
- and discussions the following interim
_arrangement was agreed upon:

« every esrog destined for the U.S.
. would be inspected by Israeli in-
- spectors (a procedure which is

- normally followed) under the

- supervision of a U.S. imspector
-~ who would come to Israel at the
expense of the Tsraeli esrog grow-

s

s prior to" inspection, the esrogim -

" inspection. Baut,

~-conducted by the U.S,
. who fumigated a sampling of esro-
gim, and found that after 3-4 days . -
_ their skins were badly burned by
-the chemical fumes.

* would be placed in sealed storage -

. for ten days—the incubation per-
©7iod which would rule out any .
- possibility of contamination. -

- When the harvest was cut, the esro-
‘aim were not inspected and graded
-in the orchard, as usual, but were
“wrapped in flax and taken fo a
- processing plant in Tel Aviv, away
" from any possible source of con-

tamination. Here they were un-

wrapped, washed and wiped with

special cloths because of the delicate

" skin of the esrog. Under the watch-
- ful scrutiny of the U.S. inspector,

Isracli inspectors examined each

- esrog individually under magnifying
. lenses, for the tell-tale hole in the -
--skin indicating the presence of the
- fruit-fly. The U.S. inspector, amazed
--at the care and the expertise of the

Israeli officials and esrog workers,
indicated that no contamination
could possibly get by such rigid

transported to the docks for ship-

- ment by boat to New York.

Meanwhile, experiments

inspector,

The many Jews in Istael who

" The Jewish Observer | October, 1968

as an additional - .- -

precaution, the esrogim were boxed
_ and stored in a sealed warehouse, .
- with the US. inspector holding the =
- keys, until they were released and ° |

werg -



s Yéaﬂif'isenﬂ.iesi'ogiﬁi'fo' their friends™ - T g0

“-and ‘relatives in- America, -were Te-
- quiréd to take their esrogim to the =
" shipping center where they were in- ©
- -.spected and shipped in bulk to this -
" country for Iocal distribution - by
'mzui

i -protection  of the -domestic .citrus

- “industry which has suffered because -
~-of froit-fly infection. But it is a -
o .souree of encouragement to know [
. that the government is equally sen-
.1 sitive to the religious needs of Amer--
:-.-ican Yews. While the procedure fol- -

-lowed this year was only an interim -

“solution, it is hoped that the metic-

-“ulous care exercised by Israel’s agri- .

- cultural department, and the ésrog =
~will ~Jead -to
. adoption "of new regulations which
"o will permit the import of esrogim.

| -growers - themselves,

- Agudath Jsrael ‘is in close touch

" ‘with Washington -to’ secure such a -

"permanent arrangement. . . .[]

-.x’)
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~ican life,

Orthodox Jews in America arc often
““conflicted when a Jew rises to high

- " public office, On the one hand there
It is proper that the Umted States -

':govemment should be zealous in its

is the pride in the success of a fel-

“low Jew; on the other hand is the
realization  that in every case -our °

co-religionist is far removed from

Yiddishkeit as we know it. There
are a number of public officials who -
*are ‘observant Jews, but they have
. yet to penetrate the higher echélons -
cof government. ‘There is a tragi-
~comic truth in.the quip that “the -
- first Jewish president of the United
. States will be a Presbyterian.” |

- It is with these mixed emotions™ '
“that we ‘contemplated the elevation -
~of Abe Fortas to.the Supreme - —and I'will repeat it 10 you'very .
badly, but perhaps with the sense -~ -
“accurarely related—that the first .
“man was walking along and he .

" Court, and now his nomination to -
the office of Chief Justice, a post - .
second in power to that of the - .~

- -President of the United States. Since

“a Chief Justice serves until retire- .

~ment, and may hold office through

the administration of several pres- - i

idents, and in view -of the growing "~

- influence of the high court in Amer- -

he may even rival the .

presidential power. -

.In the case of Mr.
emotianal reaction had been further

~complicated by the hostility of sev-
-/ eral members of the Senate, who -
.- managed to block his appointment. -
"~ While no one had overtly opposed
"3-'his nomination on the basis of his
'being Jewish, and while it was offi- .

- cially, and vehemently denied that
“-this was . factor, seasoned -ob-

_servers of the Washington scene are . -
“convinved that antisemitism was in- -~
-~ deed a factor in the opposition to
- -Fortas. It has been reliably reported

‘that two of his colleagues on the

- Court—while refusing to be quoted -
wieagree that ‘the opposition was
based on his being a Jew. o
. But Mr. Justice Foitas is'a man .~ -
~of courage; he has demonstrated his
~-courage during his interrogation be- .-

" -fore the Senate committee when

“Fortas, -our

o meaning,

- vicious men sought to-discredit him. =
~And he .demonstrated ‘his -courage,
" and integrity, in a different way, in .
“the city of St..Louis over a .year -

" FORTAS ‘WAS INVITED to address a’ ==
dinner of the H.F. Epstein-Hebrew 7
-~ Academy in St. . Louis, -Missouri:.-
" .‘Before the -dinner, he visited with =
some of the students in the Day
.He described his: reaction- =7 -
" to the youngsters in hlS remarks at::.' S
" the dlnner C e

School.

One of tke boys told me: tkaz"
R he was studying the Mishna, and
- that he -had -read -of ‘this: case: . .

tripped and fell. The second man
< came along after -him and he .

“second man was hurt, .and the

't the second man? Now theré’s

a problem in law, and it's'in the .7
" Mishna. And he told me the three ..~

" theories of liability . . ;
“to him quickly, and T am - sure, -

unintelligibly, of proxiimate cause,

" change. .
But isw't it wonderful ‘that a -

- young boy is learning in this great :: -
- -book, this great repository not -
only of wisdom but of the train--
ing of the mind and the heart— "
o ism't it wonderful that he is read-
" ing there a case study that chal- - -
lenges him to think about what -
is right and what is wrong? Be- ..
“eause I think that studying it and -
- analyzing [if] with his teachers at
“a very early age, he cannot fail -
. somehow to have within him a =
“trace of its inner und its basic
-because it is trwe in

i

" tripped over the first man. The -

“~problem is, ‘Was the first mdan—- - R
_ :_fhe man - who t”’pped and fell
- first—liable for the damige dowe ~ -

cas T osaid o

~and the doctrine of the last clear i



_life that he who stumbles and

= falls is responsible to those who .

. come - after him, isn't it. And
“othat's “why these  books—ithe
" Mishna—are so wonderful, be-

" cause they are such marvelous
< training for the mind. But more
o -important than that they are

" these marvelous searchlights that

[lluminate the hard questions of

o life—the questions of right and

wrong, and how you go about

" finding what is right and detect-
ing what is wrong.”

7 But Mr. Justice Fortas went be-

KHSHE"

- we in Memphis were so poor,

 —hut strictly!

KOSHER

Empire

_ POULTRY

Cleaned, Fresh-Eviscerated

1 ~Wall Street

. Soaked & Salted
T READY-TO-COOK
- Fresh and Fresh-Frozen

: ~~\ Supervised 2nd endorsed by The -
- tnion of Orthodox Jewish Congre-

gations of America. Inspected for
wholesomeness by the U.S, Dept.
- Agriculture,

- "SOLD COAST-TO-COAST -

The Most Trusted Name
-in Kosher Poultry

'Empn‘e Kosher Poultry, Inc., Mifftintown, Pa, 17059
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yond expressing his admiration for

" Day School education, and here is
. where courage comes in. He ex-
_plained why he chose to accept the

- Academy’s invitation, when he turns

down so many other requests to

speak at dinners.

.. when I was a boy' growing

“up in Memphis, I went to Cheder.
““We went there after school, and

" “we learned there only to read the

Hebrew script, and we didn't
learn what it meant. It was never
" translated to us, but we learned
enough so that we could be Bar
“Mitzvah, to the great pride of
our parents. But that's all we
learned. And since that time 1
have read a great deal, I think,
in Jewish lore, in Jewish litera-

ture, and in the Great Books.
~And I am sorry—so sorry that

- that we In Memphis were so
deprived, that we did not have
~ the opportunity really to learn,
Cto study these great books,

“'Mr. Fortas explained to his listen-

AMER!CAS LEADING
.- CAMERA STORES

camera Exchange' _: -

120 Wall Street
; New York, N. Y. _
- Telephone: WH 4-0001 -
. Complete Line of
~Cameras, Projectors =
- and Photo Supplies :
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WholesaEe —_
: Mail Order

Retail

ers {hat these were wordas oc uau

““mot planned to say: they came to - -
him . spontaneously -after -
~-spoken to the young students of the
‘Mishna.-But it took courage for a -
~man in such high office, to express
- publicly his sorrow that as a young- .
- ster he was deprived of the privilege
" of learning Torah, and delving into

the divine wisdom which is the

“heritage of every Jewish child. One -
*. of the hailmarks of American Jewry -
—to its great shame—is that Jewish
- illiteracy has been legitimatized: it

haas been accepted as a fact, and

- the religious life of the Jew has

been built around the fact of his

. illireracy. 1t was—it is—the Day =
School and the Yeshiva which re-
jected this willingness to live with -~ -

illiteracy and ignorance of Jewish

_tradition. If Mr. Fortas were grow-
~ing up in Memphis today, he would
-~be able to attend a Day School |
" where he would learn at first hand -
-the great concepts of justice and
- jurisprudence, which he can now
~-only speak of with nostalgia. But
"~ more than that, were he growing up

in Memphis today, he would be

- - living in a Jewish community where
'the Shabbos has been restored to
~its rightful place, where young men

and women are trained to build their

lives on the concepts of Torah and -
‘where Jewish illiteracy has been -
declared forevermore to be iflegit-

imate: robbing Jewish children of

their natural birthright.

When we contemplate some of -
Justice Fortas® decisions on the

- Court, we can only wish even more
~that he had indeed studied Torah.
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 “No Basic in Jewish Tradition”

" The life of a rabbi is not an easy
- one. Take the -case of Rabbi Ralph -
-P. Kingsley of Temple Sinai in
-~ “North Miami Beach: he would like =
©to dispense with the Jong black
~--robe he wears when -conducting
--services. As far as he knows “the =
““robe has no- basis whatsoever” in :

- Jewish tradition” (quoted in the Na-

" -tional Jewish Post), but, he ponders, -

- Cohanim . did wear priestly vest-

s ments. On the other hand, he cites
_ “since the .
- days of the Temple there has been °
practically no priestly -caste -among -
o and he concludes tentatively -
-~ that there is “no need for special =

"/ the Jewish Encyclopedia:

~Jews,”

 ping oti"his robe during the service.

. We¢ don’t normally intrude in

- - intra-Reform debates on “halacha”

—~—¢ven when bolstered by no less

an authority -than the Jewish En- -~
- eyclopedia. But simply as a human- -
itarian gesture, we would like-to
put Rabbi Kingsley at ease. Cer-
-tainly the robe has “no basis what-
soever in Jewish tradition”—which
“is preciscly why it has been rejected
by the Orthodox rabbinate. Kingsley -

may discard it without fear of -

“‘bucking tradition. But once he has
“taken this step, we propose that he
‘take & hard look at the use of the

‘vestments either -within or without .

" the synagogue.” Against the wearing -
- of the robe he also musters the L
carguments that he finds the robe -

“oncomfortable and uvnmanly,” and -

"~ that he has nightmares about trip- -

- Auto Service -

" 1&th 'AYENUE GARAGE CO. [ Expert '

" “Repairs, Free Road Service ] Big Discount

““on Tires [J Plaid Stamps with Every Sale -
<1602 — 62nd Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11204 -

.---[7 DE 1-0229, BE 29513 [] GULF GAS

2

Real Estate

- -LOFTS, FACTORIES To .Rent or Buy [] -
" UAIY Areas [] EARL M. SPERO [ ! West -
10036 [

42nd  Street,

: Naw York, -N. Y.
CBR 9-1539 C

A week-dcy Bar  Mitzvah, | ”

-either with or wni-hou'l- Krias

g ‘ing _experience - ‘and  wil
_uvoid Chilul Shabbes.

o oTare still left

-~ 'Hatorah, can be an inspir- [ aamaey  Roam 1111

SHOMER SHABBOS

HE L P WANTE n’-}f_i_.ff.'"

FEMALE

Baokkeepers-

Assisfant, with 116 iypmg
$75-$400,

Full Charge, some ‘up -I'o ané
. 'others including the
.. General Ledger
- -$100-160.00

“-:BE”EI’-T‘[PIS"‘S $85.00 and up -
77 Reteptionists, Must know plug or o 0 -

manitorboard «— $85 and up

- Stene Typists: $76.00.125.00

" Secretaries: $100 and up

L Typists: $75.00 and up .. )
" Some of the abave are FEE PAID” by T

“the companies. A few Part-Time jobs

| MALE

Salemeén - .. Office ‘Manager
"‘Drivers . - " Production Manager -
f s Trnd:hon Personnel

147 WEST 42nd ST N. Y. N. Y.
. Tel. 563-3994

~ Open Monday nights —
by appointment only.

organ in Reform services, the adop-
:-tion of “confirmation”

of the Church~—and the many other -

" ‘usages of Reform which havé “no- .
“basis whatsoever in Jewish .tradi- -~
tion.” ‘Of course, -there is the risk " @
~that his Temple might get to look = -
- Jike an old-fashioned shul—and he =

" ‘docsn’t appear to be a man who .
- likes to live dangerously;._ S I e
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& Peyos | Dom’t just sit there..

' In the 'mad rush to conform, long | while the battle for Torah rages
7 -sideburns are not merely tolerated,
“they have now become de riguer to | on all fronts the world over —

7 “make the scene.” : S _ o
o Before the *gay 60°s” even the - O @ L g &
" “real” Orthodox parents (you know: ’ oin ’he act‘on -
the type that send their boys to -
- Yeshivos) became agitated when
. they noticed that their son’s peyos

o . .
" were too long, The yeshiva or the The pace-setter for this batﬂe s Agudath Iqrael Jed hy .

" rebbe was taken to task for en- . B the Torah authorities.
-+ couraging this awful manifestation R . S T e e e
-~ of fanaticism. 4 ® YOU can help achieve more gains for Torah by strength-
“What are they trying to do to - - ening the voice of Agudath Israel through your personal .

- him?—can’t ke learn and still look
. like the boy next door? Why the
c--mext thing you know they'll en-

. .identification with independent Orthodoxy, =

" courage him to grow a beard” | * The leading Torah authorities have ealled upon loyal
. “Chaim! why are you wearing - Jews to join Agudath Israel and become part of the
- your tzitsuus outside? You -can be - struggle for authentic Yiddishkeit.

Cfrumt’ and still be NreAT like the L o S
- other boys.” S o e T e
Eo .. . 4. 7. ANSWER THIS CALL NOw! ==
- .‘How things have changed-.or have - . : . :
~they? Fathers no longer fight against
‘sideburns, (they’re wearing them)
~‘but they're still against peyos.

- .. Fathers are no longer opposed to -
" 'sloppy and unbecoming dress (old,
-unpressed, washed-out dungarees;

sneakers; psvchedelic shirts; long

Agudath Israel of America / 5 Beekman St., New York 10038 ;

| hereby apply for membership in Agudath Israel. Enclosed is $10.00 !
for the national membership dues for the current year. !

(
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‘hair). They may also be wearing ’

[ them, but they are still against “out- Address ; .
Lo oside tzitsus.” _ _ l _

. Fathers aren’t against beards— Y i State Zip No =

-~ some have grown them and others | )
~are trying to work up the courage - . :

. —they are only against “Chassidic-

- ..“type” beards and peyos. R
~7"~ The only thing that has changed .
- -is the boy next door, R
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o Letters to the Editor

“The Jews of Austria”

- To the Editor: -
In the April isstic of THE JEWISH

. OBSERVER, Mr. Charles Richter re-
" views the book The Jews of Austria.

"It is natural that he should criticize

' . the .practically complete omission
.- from its pages of the life and work

“of traditional Jewry. However, it is

- very unfortunate that he includes

me in his condemnation, when he
says that “what the book has to say
of Nathan Birnbaum is nothing less

© - than a gross distortion of history
o7 and, indeed, an insult to the mem-
~ - ory” of my father.

- Wherein lies the insult?

"Xt s that 1 have contributed to

-~ this volume an article about an early

part of my father'’s work without
< mentioning his subsequent religious

“development.

" In his Jaudable desire to stand up -

- ‘for Nathan Birnbaum, the reviewer
~-has very much mistaken his target

. of attack. .
~- . On being invited to write an ar-
. ticle for The Jews of Austria 1 de-
" cided on a subject that would link

~’Nathan Birnbaum’s activities with

“the land of his birth, since Austria
~played an important role in his life,
2Tt did not occur to me to contribute
" ‘a biography of my father, the more

~".’so as I had published, on the occa-

- sion of the tenth anniversary of his

death, the story of his spiritual de-

k ~velopment. This article was widely
reprinted in Jewish journals. The

Tooreviewer has evidently not come

ng

across it, nor secen my reprint of .
- -it in the little volume The Bridge,

Selected Fssavs by Nathan Birn-

 baum, Published under the auspices
“of The Jacob Rosenheim Founda-
~tion, London, 5716/1956, nor an -
C‘extended version of it, in the work
" Men of the Sprit, edited by Rabbi
-Dr. L. Jung, New York, 1964, pp.
- 517-549. 1 must also assume that
-he knows very little about me—

otherwise 1 can hardly imagine he
- -would have included me in his cate-
- gory of “chutzpa in distorting his-
“torical facts™ . .
" of justification. After all, I was an
._intimate collaborator with my father
~until the very last day of his life,
“and may therefore be presumed to

. without a shred

know, as well as anybody, how to
respect his memory. I think, too,

"1 may claim to have worked for
~traditional Judaism as much (and

as long) as many another.

. I hope that if T point out to the .
" reviewer some of the errors he com-
‘mitted in the paragraph regarding
" my father he will realize that he has
- rushed into print with insufficient
- knowledge.

. He says: “The story of his life :
takes up some twenty pages.” There -
" Is no story of his life in the book.
- When the reviewer speaks of “some

twenty pages” he is evidently re-

ferring to p. 365 in M. Henisch’s
~article, and to pp. 131-146, my
“article. Its very title, Nathan Birn-
 baum and National Autonomy ought
‘to have shown him that it is not 2
~life story but is intended to illumine
- “one particular aspect of his activities
cduring a particular period,

THE REVIEWER: “The authors insist

on referring to him by the appella- - -~
o tion ‘Mathias Acher,” a pseudonym - .
" which Birnbaum completely discard- .
ed when he joined the ranks of -~ .
_-Torah Jewry.” In actual fact he had
.. "discarded it even earlier than that,
" Who are the authors who “insist
- in referring to him” as “Mathias
" -Acher?”

The contributors to this volume
who mention him, use the name -

‘Nathan Birnbaum (in two cases add-

ing Mathias Acher in brackets). ...

-Only one person does employ this
" pseudonym in the volume in place
" of his name—and that only once—

ie., Mr. Fraenkel, the Editor (and

.not correctly in the context, because
" he is writing there about the Selbst-

Emarncipation period, and Birnbaum

_did not adopt the pseudonym until
.. after that time).

. 'THE REVIEWER: “There is a detailed . -~

report on Birnbaum’s ‘national au-

“onomism,’ and on various aspects

of his early career such as his friend-

~ship and subsequent break with .
Theodore Herzl.” . . . It would be

interesting to know the basis for

- the statement “his friendship . . .

with HerzL.”” There never was such

a friendship.

By the way, Gottes Volk was not

- an article but a book, and Birnbaum

joined the Agudas Yisroel as Sec-

““retary General in 1919 when it was -
- reconstituted after the First World -

- “War.

" “Birnbaum . . . second only to Herzl
“-as the ideologist and leader of the
-Zionist movement”: If the reviewer

had troubled to lock up the quite

“extensive literature relating to these
~matters he would have discovered
“-that for Zionists it is pot as the
ideologist of the movement that
“Herzl

is remembered. When he
joined it in 1896, the ideology of
Zionism was already fully estab-
lished, and very much of it through
Nathan Birnbaum, whose activities

had started in 1883,

Finally, the reviewer sums up:

“Shiomo Birnbaum would have .

. ‘The Jewish Observer f Ocrobc’r,.1968 K E




“bettér sefved his father’s memory
'~ had he not written ‘his  article about -
" *Mathiaas -Acher’.” He is presum-
-2 “ably using the name-Mathias Acher .~
~ - here figuratively, but anyone reading
.. the review without having seen the -

- book would take his words literally
and think that T had written about -
iy father in this article as “Mathias .~ °

. Acher.” Neediess to say, I did not.
-1 am afraid I have to sum up by -

" saying: My article cannot have done
a disservice to the memory of -

~“Nathan Birmbaum since it clarifies
- -an important aspect of his life and

. development but that that disservice
" has been done by the reviewer, who :
- has rushed into print without -due -

.~ “circumspection. .

_ SOLOMON A. BIRNBAUM
~ .- lLondon, England

| The reviewer replies:

-plete omission of traditional Jewry

- from the book should be criticized. - '
- He further says that T have mistaken .-
C'my target of attack, assumingly be- ©

cause I know so little about him..

- intention was to-point out that the -
~‘book has -almost nothing to say =
- about Orthodox J¥éwry and Ortho- -
dox Jews in Austria—a gross dis- .

~tortion of the historical facts.

Orthodox JYews of my generation,

plainis ‘about my including him in~ [
. my critique of The Jews of Austria, . .
-~ although -he ' admits - that the com-

o Incmy teview -of The (Jews of .
““Austria I had no intention of “at- -
tacking” .any individuals—not even:

_‘those chiefly responsible for the un-

fortunate approach from which the
" book has been compiled—and least .-
- of all Solomon Birnbaum. My only :

It was ‘not necessary for (Dr.
- - Birnbaum to make himself known .
_ _ e e Dto o me. Heods  well-known to most
. Solomon - Biriibaum * bitterly com- -

__Inv:ted toa - .
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-including myself. He may not know -~
‘it, or he may not remember, but'
‘as a devoted admirer of his father’s, " '
I attended his wedding at the Schiff-- ..
schul in Vienna, And it is precisely - =
because I do know what sort of man™" =
~he is that 1 was so shocked that he
should have- devoted ‘his essay to "
one specific period in Nathan Birn- 050
‘baum’s earlier life which depicts -7
- him in an entirely wrong light, par- .~ =
“ticularly to our -younger generation ..
who know so little about him.-The -~
‘entire essay deals with Nathan Birn--. - o
“baum as be was years before he i
- :found the way to Torah Judaism.” .
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" And if this alone weré not enough,
.-~ Solomon Birnbaum and his co-au-; -
.. thor M. Henish; repeatedly—not in.. : -
- two instances only as he claifs, but -
- a'total of eleven times—-refers to Na- -
© " than Birnbaum by his Iong-discard- " -
—ed pseudonym “Mathias " Acher.”.
- Ever since the days of Elisha ben ‘.
. Abuya, the by-name “Acher” has .’
" been used to characterize individ- '

+ waly holding " beliefs: "diametrically

-~ opposed to those which Nathan -
. Birnbaum’ wholeheartedly embraced -
. in. late maturity. A young reader -
~i seeing Nathan Birnbguni referred to-

1 again and again as “Acher” is liable
S to” get the mistaken mnotion that .
- * Nathan. Birnbaum  had been ‘an

i -"'._“Acher dll his life.. " : '

i “In reply to my crmcxsm So]omon g
.. Birnbaum ' corrects some errors in. -
- my review which he seems to con-:
- gider sérious. I admit T thought that-
- Nathan *. Bifnbaum - discarded  his -
" psetidonym: “Mathias’ Acher™ only -
“ whent he joined the ranks of Torah .
_ '-_"i'Iewry and not before, as his son .
‘i points out. Furthermore, 1" wrote
‘' about Nathan Birnbaum’s “friend-
. ship and. subsequent break with:

Theodor Herzl,” while the essay

. states that “Birnbaum had been one .
. of Herzl's earliest supporters,” but
oo Iater came to oppose Herzl's con- .
S ceptmn of Z:omsm Another “erriy -
* .+ 'of mine which seems to upset Sol--
“omon Birnbaum is that 1 referred:
. to hig fathet’s treatise Gortes Volk
0 astan: “article” when; in fact, it is -
© . a book. Solomon Birnbaum appar-
ently doesn’t realize that I quoted -
“the word “article” from The Jews -

- of Austria (page 366). I know very

i well that Gottes Volk is indeed a
20 book. As a matter of fact, T're-.
"~ member that we of the Jugendgrup-- -
pe’ of  Agudath' Israel sold many .
0 hundreds of copies of this book -
W whied Nathan Birnbaum lectured ln L

Vlenna

However I do not know Why-
SoIor_non__ Birnbaum - should have"
o taken stch pains to point out these
" Crelatively: small “errors.” Could it
ot have beén his purpose fo divert the -
2oattention: of  the reader from the

basic lack in his arficle and in the' -
book with which I have taken issue?
Certainly;: all’ the - factual - infor— -
niation presented in The Jews of .

Austrig——including: the: story . of
Innsbiuck’s

Solomon  Birnbaum’s:

and of his activities on behalf of

Orthodoxy, presents an unfortunate "
and distorted plcture of one of our,

greatest men.

Frankly, T feel that if the edttors -
* of The Jews of Austria did not want. .. .
to' have ‘a’ complete "and compre- . 1 .
* hensive - account- of Nathan Birn- =
baum’s life and work, including his.
thoughts and efforts as an Orthodox -
Jew, Solomon Birnbaum ought not - =~ "
to have written anything at all for . -

them about his father, which wouId'_"
have done a far better service to -

his father S memory

: Wams ]0 Anthology :

To the Edltor

Your Eltul Issue moves me to
" expréss my- appreciation. The ar-
- ticlés by Rabbis Keller, Weinberger
and Klrzner are ﬁrst rate to semn-'

classical,

.7 Another proposal concerns your
* treatment of issues of the business

world. This area of endeavor in- .
volves as great a percentage of your
readership as the world of the siu-.

Hakoah Athletic Ciub. -
- and the career of Nathan Birnbauim’,
before he turned to Torah Judaism
. —is: correct. But by making no
- mention of Qrthodox Jewish lifé in
Austria, the editors of the book are -
~guilty of a gross distortion of the -
history of Austrian Jewry, even-as
article,” by-
omifting the story of Nathan Birn-.
baum’s ‘adoption ‘of Torah Judaism® -

" CHARLES RICHTER' _'

dent and the intellectual, to whom "~
'you seent to”cater” with' preference.

A gIance of yours at the readmg:_'
fare of the sécular business sector, '
- from the Wall Street Journal to- .

Bissiness Week, from’ Forturne 'ma--

‘gazine to the more imiportant spe-:

cialized publications will reveal a
wealth " of issues. These

flict-of-interest, currency and stock’
market - speculation,. training - for
Umomnis and Pragmatia, etc. Besides .

this there are the overriding philo-
sophical issues of present-day busi- . -
ness, challenging our concepts of Lo

Emunoh and Bitochon. .

- This is a rewarding field, and you "
should actively solicit literary con-

tributions of capable and artlculatc 5

busmess practltmners

c NAME WITHHELDZ
" BY REQUEST ...

- Any Volunteers? .

“To the Editor: _ . S
" The Jewish Observer has ren- .

dered a great service to Klal Yisroel
in printing Shea Lieman’s excellent’

. adaptation of the essay written by _
*. Rav Dessler (September, 1968)..

"It comes as a welcome chizuk to-

all who aré engaged in the struggle

for spiritual elevation through Li< ..
mud Ha'Torah, and it spells ouf,. -

mn- clear’ terms, the challenge for

continued, additional mesiras nefesh.
for raising the level of individual .
: : SN standards i ruchniyos. -
This brlmzs né to a suggestlon' :
The creation” of an anthology” of
past contributions to The Observer:
should bé actively considered. Over -
- a period of time you have offered . -
many pieces worthy of préservation -
beyond: the limited conﬁnes of a
“monthly publication; - B

May I respectfully suggest that- e
‘copies of this iniportant article be” .. |
made available to the thousands of - - *.
B’nei Torah in and out of Yeshivos~ =
and also to those who support them..' "
(RABBT) AVROHOM DAVIS' .

Far Rockaway, N Y.

We welcome th:s’ mggestzon but our

budget makes it impossible to pub-. - T

lish and distribute reprints. Perhaps =~

some reader would care to under—-. R
s wm‘e such an ena’eavor e
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