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T S'I‘AR’I‘ED As"A TOURIST | ATTRACTION 'and almost - the ‘Shabbos

'-"ended up as au ugly confrontatzon

T_HE MINISTER OF TOURISM ‘contacted a German ‘con- -
tractor and - arranged for a ‘Grand Prix-to ‘be held ‘in -
Ashkelon= theseaside ‘town ‘of . Philistine famé' from
‘the “days of "Samson: The ‘entrepreneurs - anticipated o~ -
huge turnoit=~as many as 50,000 spectators were ex=- " _';FINALLY 'ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON thie Sponsors of the
.pected . Tt would ‘have been ‘4 first-time for a spectacle: . -
of ‘this nature to be ‘held -on" the ‘eastern-shores -of ‘the -

2 1-—Shabbos

by ‘the ‘municipality of ‘Ashkelon—was’ unprecedented

in‘the inglorious hlstory of chillisl Shabbos in the Holy
Land, and every - feligious party - raised “its ‘voice in =

™ THE MEANTIME, xehgrous Tows from all parts of
-Israei prepared to descend upon Ashkelon and spend S

L “Ariy rdtzim ve'haim ratzim L2
i “We race and they race i 7

: “Are they going to postpone the races at Ashkelon'::'-'f- '
'.thls Shabbos or arent they‘?” : '

-versation -alive. T don’t really mind, though; because:
--_there are a; lot of thmgs about thls Ashkelon race I’d e

- __;:'by ]llendel Wembacb}_g

J"he Tewish Obser'ver / December, 1 970

~rand typewnters all ‘over Israel
“who is a frequent contributor to The Tewish :Observer
-~ ‘wrote his impressions ‘as ‘he rode-a chartered bus to

strators -+

- route’if niéed be—<to publicly tegister their shock and

dismay at this total insensitivity to-the sanctity of Shab:
. bos. Busloads ‘of protestors departed from Jernsales
.Tel Aviv; and Bnai Brak, and . accommodations were
- prepared for tens -of thousands of : Shabbos vzs1tors.'

¥

‘race agreed’ to: postpone the everit to Sunday, conis
~ditional ‘to"a" guarantee -that any loss in- anhcxpated

" Mediterranean. And ri WaS scheduled for Novem'ber : : '.revenue would be covered by the rchgrous eommumty

: el a o As'A FOOTNOTE to"the event the Tace was mterrupte
THE Pr.osm:cr oF SUCH A GRAND SCALE breach ot‘ the'- e

Shabbosmsponsored by a national iministry and licensed -~

soon affer it ‘began on Sufiday because of the unraly

- nature of the “spectators. Many - of them _(including -
- scores of hrgh school ‘studenits: who ‘were “free”. from
- %chool as “a-result of 4 - teachers’ strike). spﬂled ‘ol

~on-the track’ and made further conduct ‘of :the race

protest. The sponsormg Ministry “of Tourism ™ claimed = a: safety hazard

ignoraiice, ‘the mayor of Ashkelon feigned impotence, e Conr s .
;but representatwes of the religious community kfiocked = o ROVERSY INFLAMED lmagmanons tempe
on’ every  conceivable door—incliding ‘those of ‘the -

German embassy, and of course, the sponsors of the T

[

 MENDEL WEINBACH,

ward Ashkelon -together’ with other Shabbos’ demon—_j
- Following Rabbt Wembach’s artlcie' are

: seIected comments from the Israeh press

.hke to get strarghtened out; and maybe verbahzmg my
..'thoughts will help mie “organize” themn. -

My questron mspires 16" more: thzm a shrug from:
he quict fellow seated next to ‘me. If's over an hour’s .- :
ride to Ashkelon from Jerusalem and T suddenly realize -~ Taces stopped so'that we can still return home to our
 that P the one that's going to have to keep the con- - . families for Shabbos. Do ‘you'really expect ‘such a

“roling from-2 court that legahzed Shabbos: telcvision-

- and -again-fomented ‘the “Who isa Jew”. 'controversy?
“They've -already tarhed down: a plea’ from- ‘religions
" neighbors of the Barne’a racetrack: for ‘an injunction

-against the race, so why fool yourself that they on’t

. _'-turn down this ‘ong; too‘?” Semn

““You know, it’s” funny that we fe s1ttm “here on

.~ this bus; hoping that the Supreme Court wﬂi order the




W__ rat'e l‘owards the: I:fe of the WorId _to Come L

‘stead - of ‘protesting, shouting “Shabbos.’—Perhaps I'm
‘tired of being pushed around in the Knegset, the Cabi-
net,-and -the -Supreme Court—a little ashamed of so
_.'.meekly swallowing perverted definitions of J ewish iden-
-tity-and -Sabbath rest. : :

f_other night. T heard Rabbi Porush recalling the con-
troversy - -surrounding - the ~mixed, .. ‘Sabbath-violating,

- gwimming pool -in - Jerusalem, years -ago. Remember

‘that? -The Brisker Rav indicated then that Agudas
Israel should refrain from organizing any demonstra-
~-tions against -the pool.- But one day Reb Menachem
= Porush reported to him 4 conversation he had had with
the -secretary of the Mapai Party, -Giora Josephtal.
-Asked to use his party’s influnce with the Histadrut in
“regard ‘to -the ‘pool controversy thé imperious Josephtal
‘had scornfully retorted: “Who are you? What are you?
-How dare such a negligible force make such demands?

“When the ‘Brisker - Rav heard this, he instructed
_Reb Menachem to-organize a major demonstration.

.Ienges that we" ‘must ‘answer,’ said the Rav.”’

- his silence, - “Why do vou suppose the Gedolim didn’t
“issue a:similar call this time? Why didn’t they allow
“energetic - Yeshiva .bachurim to protest this Shabbos
-~ desecration? . The orgamzers sbecified mamed ‘men in
: __-'-thelr appeaI 1o us . Why?”

'1ms~—-for Shabbos desecrated? ~=for famﬂy 1solated‘?
'-._'No comment from him:- : : .

o rpapers - lately. Moshe Kol and his fellow- Mapari’niks
~cannot.accept it if Yeshiva bachurim are permitted
/- ‘to"defend their country with limud haTorah instead of
“with guns. They -have been making such a fuss lately
-about . this issue, that the Gedolim probablv feel it is
‘risky now to put Yeshiva bachurim in the limelight by
saying or doing anything in a manner that could make
-the yeshivos a target for a backlash, T alwavs said that
-rreligious- factions knew - what thev were doing when
they deferred bnei yeshiva from military service. They
- put-an effective gag on the most talented, most dedi-
“cated - and . most ~energetic -opposition that ‘threatened
“them: Let the boys try to protest openly against autopsy-
hungry -doctors, and the government passes down the
: _word—-—watch out for an axrmg of the draft dssue, Try

ANy ratgim-le chayet Haolam Habbo . ...~

: “Someﬁmes 1 wonder wh ﬁfI' Teft my wife and - kldé g
to miake - this trip. I guess it’s a combination of many
fhings:: Maybe it’s because I'm trying to make up for - -
‘the ‘hundreds of times I've watched cars ride by our
sh'chunah in - Jerusalem with tight-lipped stoicism in- -

“But most of all I think 1t’q somethmg T felt the -

e ‘Who aie you? What- are ‘you?—These are chal- -

My fellow passenger nods in agreement, but b S . » : ! S
y 8 greeme u reaks - official approval to the license, in accordance with the *

- local requirements. But he refused to sign a-cable to -0
" that effect to the ‘Traffic Commission. He-said that =
the city didn’t want fo get involved.—This same gentle- =
* man turned around and did write a letter to the Traffic 07
"-Commissioner saying -that he was ‘certain that if ‘the - =/~
“Council had been convened it would have approved ="~
" “the race on Saturday—a letter which would have s‘ervcd R

~as the legal loophole for going ahead - with the ‘race.’

e “So what stopped the races?” asked a féllow s1ttmg
'_behmd us. | : Lo

. “Money' We exbausted our normal chanriels. Wher—
" ever we had tured .we encountered unyielding ‘courts, -
- unresponsive ministers, and - finally imported . Kibbutz- -

* niks, brought in to counter the religious demonstrators.

" So we had to try talking with the Germans. They were .
~stubbotn, too.’ They would not submit to threats; they
* said. But when they saw our demonstration emerge as -
a reality they were ready to hsten to busmess——~210 0{)0 R

" Lira worth! : S
. “Wdlt——d’you hedr that‘? Reb Shlome Lorenz wht) e
‘signed the deal with the sponsors of the race, has asked

"' that all -the demonstrators - return home -if there ds =
_-stxﬂ time. My famﬂy is’ giued to then' radm right now,

My comparion aIlowed g krechz‘s to escape from his .' '

7 #Ti seets that vou haven’t been readmﬂ the news- -

o Ihave to Ieaire ..our fammes .for Shab‘bos""" i

“Do you think theres Al chance yet for'_ it __bemg'_l-.'. o
called ‘off? Turn on your" transistor for the two o’clock s
_news. Thete are-still two hours: until hadlokas haneiros .~
- /in Jerusalem. Maybe there’ll be some: good news after ;'r_-'
call ... Listen : S

- “Did you ‘hear that‘7 Boruch Hashem' ’I’he race’ haﬁ"-
: --been postponed -until - Sunday Tell -the driver to-halt - -
~the bus! They may mot need us in-Ashkelon!—-No,-it = "
“wasn’t -the Supreme - Court that - stopped it. Those -
learned judges -decided just ‘twenty minttes ago:that .
~they did. not have enough evidence to prove thatithe . =
~‘National ‘Traffic Commissioner was -going to break the .~
“law by issuing a-license for the race without official =~
- -approval .of the Ashkelon City Council. Didn’t T-tell ;.- .
you we can’t rely on the courts? Nor -on -our sup- =
.- posed -“friends’ - in the Herut-Liberal . camp, like the ...
-~ mayor ‘of ‘Ashkelon. After all their grandstanding in .-
- the past”against the: Germans, you ‘would think that . -
" they would join us ‘in:our fight against:the’ German-
-~ “controlled company caitsing "all this “trouble by ‘trying =~
" ‘to make some money on the races. But ‘the mayor .~
“was too busy trying to be a nice guy to everybody. He .~
' pubhcly passed the buck to the governmient ministries . -
- sponsoring -the race, but privately -he refused to Tend © "
-2 hand to legally halting the event. There he sat in'his -
" ‘pajamas last night telling the committce that it was true *-

that the City Council did not convene in-time to grant

= Tke J'ewxsh Observer / December, 1970:-.'_




jdermg 1f thexr shrewd._ ca!cu’!atlons showed them tha
“they weie in for a business flop and they chose'to
“cover ‘their ]osses with funds from the: Jews who carc
““about “Shabbos; while they feed ‘the press some story
. about . postponing the ‘race” because of - threats from.
i-_.'rellglous demonstrators to pour 011 and nalls on th
i _trac ' :
LT TAY th:s pomt I se6 the hﬂls of Jerusalem Ioommg p.
i-;’-'-ahead and -1 remenber that ‘T “starfed  this’ conversa: -

ook here. There s no" quesﬂon that this- isa great :'-1}:31116 I;;;d:i;ﬁmglf}eg tom\:;ﬂnnd 1 up. ?S well SO'.-
day for: religions: Jewry ‘in " Fretz Israei “When .was e b g Y : '
_the last fime all the religious -partics-—the “Agudah, Just wait'tll the race is run on Sunday Then
* the Miizrachi, and the Poale Agudah~—all ‘got fogether reaﬂy’ sec how 'ridiculous  the  whole business. W?‘S :
to ﬁght for'a common cause? Tt only shows how mich ._':_They’ Ii be Tucky if there are 10,000 spectators inste d
cani-be done if we really try. It's a- Kiddush Hesher “of the 50,000 they boasted ?f in"their press’ reledse
and perhaps Reb Menachem i ‘right in saying that And the crowd! These  won’t be " disciplined: rehglous__.
 the racetrack area should be reniamed ‘Kodosh’ Bar- - Jews who control themselves: even when they demon-
e’ Wouldn't it be ‘wondetfal if people who bought strate, These will be rowdies. who will spill out of ‘th
ckets for ihis race would trade them in out of a sud= ~stands! In fact; I wouldir't be surprised if the sponsors.
fden IJCW respect for the Shabbosr}__wouldn ¢ lf.' bi’: great'-_ .._ ._.._.have trouble conductmg the ‘races ‘on- Sundayh,
if the press” would ‘recognize this ‘as a’ victory for - “Hey," Y‘m e exaggeratmg’ Won t the POI‘
3_Shabbos instead ‘of a defeat for auto-enthusiasts?—But - :t_here‘?” SEas "
I'm dreannng Wait ill Siinday and you'll seé¢ the papers .~ “They expected to moblhzc a few thousand o
1iping at s for dealing with the Germans and making = " control the - démonstrators, but they -only have
iide” remarks about “where: the money for 'sucha- - hundred for the race. There are” all kinds of  jurisdi

To my curpr:se he Iaunches hlS own monologue

ansaction . wﬂl come’ from. The" troth is" that ‘the “tiorial ‘questions when' it comes to" patrollmg ‘the ‘car.
_.government ‘ministries  that - ‘encouraged the ‘Geriman . races; But demonstrations=—or pray-ins,’ 4s the - press:
company to stage the race, and the Ashkelon Munici" ‘- calls iti<that’s different: In fact, that's what -prompted
pality which did nothmg o prevent it—they  should 7 'Natanya's: Mayor; Oved Ben—Amzr 16 get involved in

foot: the ‘bill.: But even if. rehgious Jewry is forced to . - negotiating the financial settlermient “for -postponing the
“make’ payment, isn’t: the price; worth the defenise of © - taces <~Didn’t you hear Wwhat he-told the reporters on
ﬁ{Shabbos? After a]} thls sum’ 1@ only a tmy fract:on of = .the radio? Thoussnds of Jews in -taleisini, provoked by
: ' “police; gettmg clobbered ‘afid “carted  away by ambu-

f}ances-—a}l in view ‘of foreign . cameramen%ongurmg

‘Snlpmg" Sride remarks‘? You underestlmate the"f U dmages from the Holocaust—

‘free press,” chimes in an older man seated ‘behind us. -~ - “Here we_are~<at last!” someonc mterrupts “We
: “The ‘papers Will condemn the religious Jews for con- _st;H have -half an, hour -left tili: candle-hghtmg fime:?:
sorting with the Germans.. What' they will mean, of = “Well, T guess we won ‘owr Tace againgt’ Shabbos
~eourse;. is that they resént sceing our people step out I tell iy :companions, gettmg in- the ]aSt WOfd - “oven
f our ghettoed confines and successfully” negotxate a-ﬁ '_j"_-_lf they Jost the;rs P

iplomanc agreement W1th a forelgn group T A e Anu ratz:m ve hazm ratztm

L evEn: ﬁrmg a shot!” L

II me the “Rehgzous” Press

1 Shmuel Avrgdor m Panzm-El'Pamm FROM “THE
' -_.-'_-EDITOR '

AL our” edltortal conference at the begmmng ‘of this .
'__week _we__demded to dedicate this column to" a__pro_test"-

The. Jew:.rh Observer / December 1970




why miust this event take place on a Shabbos? For the

“from Germany and other outposts .of progress—is it
“fustified “to -antagonize thousands of -Jews who guard
thezr tradition and sanctify the Shabbos?

-~ freedom of the individual to the point where we con-
osider.an ‘auto race .as the acid test as to whether we
.are .progressive - or backward? Who succeeded in im-
planting .in the minds of our youth the “realization”
oo that -whdatever prevents them “from doing: something
_ . offensive to thé spirit and traditions of our people—

“that obstacle is the prime challenge 10 their freedom
-of choice, and must be fought with all their vigor?
~Yet; the youth ‘of neighboring kibbutzim are being
“mobilized to defend the cause of this auto race. It is
- reassuring to see their idealism ‘being rekindled. How-
- ever, I do not recall witnessing it in full strength on
~any of a number of burning issues: not in cutcry against
-the ‘pockets of poverty that still exist in our land; not
~“in:protest against the inequality of opportunity for the
-youth-of the outlying arecas as compared with city
~dwellers; not in objection to the ever rising barrier
- between the educational programs of our schools and
the -needs .of lesser-endowed students; not in demon-
©“stration - for .a national beautification ‘campaign that
- would reach beyond boulevards and building-facades,
“:-but even to some of the citizens of our country. In-
_stead,-the abolition- of Shabbos has become the first
“-and foremost .cause -that unites them, and under its
" “banner . they rally as.true pioneers, leading us to a
. fenaissance of the spirit.

" of good the world did not yet know, Today we do not
Lileven try to supress the desire to do worse in whatever
- bad the world has been adept at for vears.

~“invention, Today we dare the champions of imitation.

themselves . to see if they could adapt any of our
- ‘¢nlightening “innovations to their mode of life. Today
- we attempt to prove that we can copy the wildest fan-
“‘tasies of nations in their decline and fall, as opposed
. -as these might be to the life-style of a country still in
- the pangs of a national re-birth. .
S There are extremely few areas. where you could not
.. :find ‘me in conflict with the Gerer Rebbe, but this is
-“one time where T am in the same camp as the Rebbe
- and ‘his - followers. If the auto race on Shabbos is 1o
“~be-the symbol of progress, I would rather be counted
ﬁ ._--among the pnmltwe O ]

e

fﬁ our goal of total mtmzcry of tke every-progressing -
_world culture “without this added game of sportman- .
“ship, camaraderie, ‘and competition.: Granted. But— -

-sake ‘of sixty cars revving up for the race——sixty cars

Who S0 succeeded in dzstartmg our concept of the

:trips for youth groups

“tificates of Kashrus) . .-

- There was a time" when We saw our nat;onal purpose >
:as being the creators ‘and the bearers of whatever forces

" There ‘was a time when we were the pioneers of -

“'Fhere was:.a time when other nations searched

--against the” burning probiem: of the. coming:-races-m.. . ..
- Ashkelon: The words flowed from my pen, but when_
T concluded the piece: 1 had strong inisgivings . ..o After.
~-all, there are two aspects to this problem: _the_desecra-_ i

“tion" of the Shabbos-—this’ massorganized-event, and -
-its ‘bratal, barbatic trampling ‘of the Israeli-Shabbos; ~

and the public- outcry of protest and- the form whlch
1t is now taking. o .

. As for the chlllul Shabbos what is there about this .:' o
'-one event that so sets it astde from the general tenor .-
of the times, which in-many ways leaves barely a mem--"
ory of Shabbos existent in many parts of the land? = .
As has been accused, the violations -of the Shabbos ' -
have degenerated the ‘tone of the day to the point -

where -Shabbos appears to -be under the threat of =

abolition as a day of rest. Review the situation—tens
of governmental dnd  senii-governmerital -enterprises -

function on Shabbos as on weekdays; religious Jews—

cespecially immigrants from North Africa—are forced .-
to work on Shabbos in public and national concerns; -

the ‘Ministry of Labor issues Shabbos work permits to -
‘a host of factories that are in no way bound to national ~ .
ccars onthe
;- hikes dnd pleasure -
.o . the Tel-Aviv-Hertzaliah bus ..
- Jewish -storesin "

Jaffa . . almost any large hotel {(even those with cer-: -
oSt soccer events, With their .-
Smovie
. the port facilities of Ashdod, on late . =
Friday nights-—all -of these taking place -openly on.. ..
Shabbos, and all adding up to an open -desecration of -

the Shabbos throughout the State. Why suddenly raise-
a cry of protest regarding this parttcular one-time: event

defense or welfare; the airport in Lud . .
roads to beaches in'the summer . ,

line : . . Haifa transportation . . .
attendant food stands and souvenier hawkers . .-

theaters . .

in Ashkelon?

To be sure, an added e]ement of chzllul Shabbos can '. o
_only be a source of added pain to us, but in all con--1- =

science,. 1 cannot ‘bring myself to jom the protestlng
demonsttrators.

- Upon re-exammmg the wordq of ‘my ﬁrgt plece L
entitled “The Autos that Churn Up the Shabbos in . .
Israel,” 1 found them polemic .outpourings.1 ripped -
the discarded paper to shreds, and then felt much. - .
. It is forbidden to allow one’sself tobe .
swept away thh impetuous .currents .of outrage, led -

better forit.

by public figares who do not weigh their words . ... ..
- Who knows to what ‘extent desire for pubh(:lty or

_'pohtzcal sain -might not have .ignited their mﬂamatory S
‘protestations -and demonstrations! : T

A final ‘word—is Shabbos the only eiement in thxs':}'_

‘race worthy of protest? Think of the carnage on the

‘highways, and how the national tendency toward reck- ="
less driving will bask ‘in the reflected .glory of this = -
newly found spost . .-
-thlsmtotally a51de from the cthlul Shabbos'f‘ -:-{] S

: Shouldn’t the rabbis’ 'pr'o'test*""

The Jewrsk Observer / December, 1 970"'.__:_ o




- these In: those days wax meant ‘wealth, an

o Tight was a ]uxury reserved for the pﬂVﬂeged

J‘OW tbougbtf

on tbe Wture

.:".-ZI_pamstakmgly created by the meagre hg
moonbeans '

Only - recenﬂy-—nless than a. hundred ye

- 5_3'elapsed since t_he invention of ‘the" Itghtbul —di

B _'lummanon

< Ong:: tends o take thxs abundance :
granted for even if one were to serlously evalu

.lmpact of hght in’ zts bounnful supply on the

terms of convemence T truth umversal illumina
15 far more than a pleasant frmgc beneﬁt of mod

iy _3_ decxstvely

~Modern” man is under constant dlstractlon Endiess-

.'.1IIum1nanon has given him the -opporttnity -to becom
~intensely ‘aware of his surroundings. A. resultof 't :

- ari absorbing fascination with the world arou

i ..acdompanied by _an'-'_obli'vion to- the: Cdinﬂéx*

: '1 great many dzs‘uact;ons The’ absence of techm]oglcai
: sophlstlcanon wasa handicap, butit brought Tewar
in.other ways: Deprwed of the ability to view the wor :

i ~without, the ‘man in"the dark ‘was afforded the opp

s funity and incentive “to -focus his -undivided  attention

";‘ -'_on tbe woﬂd Wlthm In the unht hom's he h'\d not ng

. .RABB! FEUER 05 @ membe! of the Koliel of ‘the Telshe Yeshiva

in - Wickliffe, - Ohio. He u' a freauent conrrtbutor Clo CTHE

T JFWIS!—I GBSERVER,




was riot condemried to endure the pains of loneliness,

o sohtude

see a-light. It is the inner light, the soul -of man.

- “The candle of the L-rd is the soul of man,
- exploring all of the inner chambers” ( Mishlei
~20:27).. :

its radiance is very real, very meaningful . . . Tt comes
" in flashies of truth and self-knowledge. And 1t is, indeed,
~a very splendid thing. .

- Our- codifiers also recognize the vahdlty of flashes
- in"the .dark. The Rambam teaches (Hilchos Talmud
'..'Torah) that although one is obligated to study the
~Torah-at all ‘times, the major portion of a person’s
--f'wxsdom is acquired in the still of the night. Torah
- study is among other things an exeicise in self-discovery
-and improvement, and it should be studied in undis-
~turbed ‘nocturnal atmosphere. This inner light is very
- gensitive -and ‘must be carefully preserved: _“A hasty
~ step reduces the light of a person’s eyes . . . This light
“may be Iegamed at’ the Kiddush” ( Talmud Bavli:
;.:"Shabbos 113a)..

< all that he sees around him is doomed to lose sight of
“the” cafidle that burns within ‘him, Only the serenc
-sanctity ~of the - Shabbos, its - trdnquﬂ _cessation of
agtivity -and hot purqmt «cani restore to man his aware-
eSS’ of the precious - inner Ilght of his vision and his
-.-soul :
There is yet another permd in ‘the -Sabbath - day
__:_-that 1is especially -suited for regaining the awareness
- of the nner light. .

.: world is more precious than all of the World to Come”
 {Avos 4:22).The Rebbe of Kotzk explained: “This

-the .feeble candles have long died out. In the grip of
~the mescapable darkness one is finally confronted with
“the gtim reality of one’s self, The man who knows
-'._'hamself caninot fail to repent.” -

"1{-}'W1thout artificial lighting—in a twilight fading into an
enveloping  blackness—has ‘also - experienced the pin-
- pointing stab of inner light that the Kotzker Rebbe
-desenbes - _ 3
T #® ow ok

- - N of the Age of Hlumination as does the holiday
~of ‘Chanukah, the festival of lights.. If in doubt as to
. which lights are being celebrated, the outer or the inner

¢ to do:but’ think; and so-he thought for himself and .
5 developed his own unique jdentity -and. opinjon. He = -

ut rather ‘was ' b1essed w1t]1 the rach p]easures of -

.:.'IF e Tooks 'deep'lj?“'ehoﬁfgh' into the dark one will

= Thzs is 7ot meant as fanr:lful poetry or empty words; .’
_'_Those who have experienced the inner glow know that -

“The man who is engrossed in the frantle pursuit of - '

2=%*One-~hour .of repentance and good deeds in -this -

~refers to the very last hour of the Shabbos when all of -~

l_\ ' J’ _o-Jewish"hoiiday so'lends itsclf to the challenges -

—-one meed only ‘to- consult our:sacred literature-and.. ...
find that these: eight days are dedicated specifically to =~ -
.- these latter’ hghts-—the mternal ﬂlummatzen that bnght—:’
- ens the soul. - S
.. The Rokeach Rabb1 Ehezer of Worms a noted T
L medieval -scholar ~and -authority, pointed -out’ that a7
" total of thirty-six candles-are lit ‘on the eight days of ==
- Chanukah, This -corresponds to the first thirty-six hours .-
" of creation when a special unearthly radiance :lit the -
* universe.. This - spiritual -light ‘was quite different from <~
. .any light we know now. But ifs potency was too intense - .-
to serve man’s everyday, earthly needs and :G-d:hid - .
it from view.-Yet that light still exists—-in"the Torgh—
- and it is for ‘this reason that the Aramaic tenn for
" Torah is Oraysa—source of light, e

... One may wonder—if it was destined for conceaiment" s
" .why did G-d ever create this advanced form of light. -
© The answer to this is classically Jewish-—better a =~
_-hidden light than no light at all. For even though it .-
was hidden, the light ‘does ‘exist and can be revealed .~ -~
‘to anyone who sincerely strives to find it. Those few - - :
. ‘who have succeeded in: perceiving” this light are the -~
legendary lamed-vov'niks, the thirty-six righteous men-
- concealed from recognition in every -generation:: .. o
Actually one need not be a lamed-vov'nik to uncover - -~
- -at'least a portion of this hidden light, for anyone who =
" learns Torah with sincerity may discover its splendor.
- The Chasam Sofer made the following observation:
*“The two brachos that precede the recital of the morn- .
_ing Shema seem to be totally unrelated. First,.in the : "
- ‘blessing of “Yotzer Hame'oros” we praise G-d as the
..creator of the Heaveénly lights. Then we ‘proceed to an " -
-entirely different theme and in the blessing of ‘Ahavah =
‘Rabbah’ we thank G-d for giving us the Torah. There : -
is significance in the juxtaposition, for nothing illus-: -
-~ trates a point as vividly as comparison. Torah“js-a ™ =
-“source of light, and so are the heavenly bodies. In .
“the  brachah of ‘Yotzer '3__Hame’oros’ we-.observe the "~
. limitéd ‘external lights. It*is then that we can truly ... -
" appreciate the - penetrating and - reveahng inner “Tight - "
of the Torah, which lights up® our~eyes -and ‘instills =~
within us a deeper awareness of the concealed ‘dimen- - .
_sions of reality. Light up our eyes with Your Torah, =
~“we plead. External light -and ‘secular -analysis at’ hest’;"_-. :
"can-.only illuminate: the ob]ect being studled Torah ity

b trast, I ts up -one’s very eyes.’
Anyone who has partaken of a sholosh seudos meal Y contra : 1gh p ry y
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LL of thlS oi course, 1s related to the Chanukah B
L "X theme, But in dealing with Chanukah, iwe must
. begin -with the ‘threat that brought ‘about. the entire
- ‘Chanukah chapter in ouf  history-=<the 'Greeks -and "
_their mighty civilization. Yavan, the prototype Greek, T
" was the son of 'Yefes; the connoisseur whose province . ..
" was ‘yofi=aesthetics ‘and ‘eye-appealing beauty. “Yaft .-
. Elokim I’Yefes” (Bereashzs 9 27) G d endowed Yefes L



_earIy Greeks.
- sculpted flesh of the human form was especially dear -
-~ ~to their appreciative sense of beauty. They were ex-
.. “hilarated by the contemplation of precise geometric

- with an extraordinary genius for visual arts and skifl- -
. tully executed forms.- However, the passage concludes - =~
- “Veyishkon b’oholei Shem.” Graceful shapes are only -
- guperficial, .so G-d has selected the ‘inner chambers

- of the humble tents of Shem for his place of dwelling.

- The contours and shapes -of things fascinated the
The exquisite curves and smoothly

forms and -angles, and symetrical architectural colossi
_left them breathless. They also relished verbal beauty.

> - Flowing rhetoric and impressive sophistry enjoyed great - -
--popularity. In short, appearance and form counted far -

‘more than inner content. The package prevailed over
.~ the product. And when Socrates started to search for
- substance he was treated fo a cup of deadly hemlock.

The Greeks followed their eves. The Jews followed '_.'_'.-'jnarket place, as long as they are engaged in the =

-pursuit and purchase of all that their eyes see and :
~their hearts desire—then they are still in need of the e
lesson of the Chanukah menorah. '

. No doubt, our era is the age of the eye and ‘the :
. age of the market. This is so self-evident it does not =+

. their soul. The Torah warns: “. . . And you shall not

~-go astray after your heart and after your eyes” (Bamid-
- bar 15:39). Rashi comments: “The eyes see and the
. . Man’s heart is caught up in an
~~ eternal tug-of-war. The eyes against the soul, the outer :

light against the inner light. The eves breed desire while " require much elaboration. When before in history has -~

“the consumer been flooded with so staggering an array - E

-~ heart desires ..

- the soul fosters content. Each element seeks to over-

whelm the other. And this is the Kulturkampf of Yefes

versus Shem, Greek versus Jew,

¥ Twm

o ' ‘HERE was a time when it seemed as if the Greek
-conquerors of Judea were going to be victorious =
“in this fierce ideological struggle, Suddeniy, the Chash- -~

~monaim, the priestly guardians of the inner sanctum,

- entered the struggle and overcame the - Greeks. The j

- festival of Chanukah commemorates their renovation - - 'IT is time ‘to gather around the thirty-six candles of * -

~and rededication of the Beis Hamikdosh. But in truth,

‘their main objective was to renovate and rededicate = -tunity to CO“"BY their soft, subtle, penetrating message..

. ‘the Jewish heart. They had to rip the Jew’s attention
.-away from the outer lights and focus it once again on
-~ the inner glow. They fashioned a new menorah, not
“out of the customary metal-—oold, but rather out of

. -‘plain iron rods (Rosh Hashonah 24b). Aesthetics have
" a very prominent place in Torah philosophy, but only -

- -as long as the external ornament serves to enhance - .o
" the inner spirit. The Greeks had taught the Jews to =~

- ‘appreciate adornment purely for its own sake, to accept
- -beauty as an independent value. The Chashmonaim

sought to refute that doctrine by practzcmg a l‘lgld N

- simplicity.
But why did they ‘select the menorah for emphams‘?

'Actauiiy the Talmud (Shabbos 22b) questions the very

" necessity of a menorah in the Temple: “Did they then
~need it for light? (They had ample light from natural

- sources.) Rather, the light of the menorah was a
. ~testimony to all the peoples of the world that G-d’s

. presence dwelt inside the sanctuary.”
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p _Cé.nt'u'rie.s. ago, prior to- the Age of Tllumiriation,
people did not waste light.” A fire with no function™

.was promptly extinguished, and the fuel was carefully”. . -
~.--hoarded. If the flames of the menorah burned constantly ="
- “without any apparent function, it must have been that -

-this was not a light made to shed external fllumination, '~
“‘but rather to symbolize the inner glory assocmted with-
. G-dliness,
- For this reason at ds prohlblted fo use the Cha—'
nukah candles as illumination for any ordinary activi- =~
- ties. Such utility would strip the candles of their es- .
-sential message—that there is more than one kind .

of light, that of the soul besides that of the eyes. . -

. “The time for lighting the Chanukah candles is frbm”__'..-"
- /sunset until the time that all traffic ceases in the':j-_;.
- marketplace” (Shabbos 21b). S

As long as men are involved in the affairs of the' "

of tempting products wrapped in billions of dollars

“ - worth of “eye-catching” advertisernent? When ‘before ;.
~has the human eye been so constantly exposed to the .
“distracting sights of the stage, screen, and street? In -~
-~ :the Age of Illumination, the outer lights have all but e
b successfuily blotted out the inner lgihts.

* k # -
the menorah and give the inner lights the oppor- -

~Each wise man stands .
“a beacon in the fog . -
. guiding those lost
. in the dark S
" of mistaken zdeav g
. 'Some fearing their thoughts
follow -the crowd _
. Thinking it better - _
o to stray with thousands'
- than to be found
alone. .

' 3 YAcbv'- Lrpscrrtirz'

o 'Tins paem is from a collecﬂon by RABEI LIPSCHUTZ, whose
S poems and articles have appeared in various penodzcals




“Durihg the past decade, scathing attacks on Pius -

. XIl—and equally imapssioned counter attacks—have
~ found their way into print”; this book “is designed to
~counteract the error of earlier interpretations by the

"use of well-founded argumentation based on documents

- never before used. Carlo Falconi reveals the reasons

: why a man of Pius XII's courageous character and vast
-power maintained almost total silence, even though he
knew the immensity of Hitler’s atrocities.”

e These words on the jacket of this book well define -
-7 .what its author set out to do. In the first place he

‘established—drawing in particular on the case of Po-

" land—that the Pope was fully aware of the horrors

- -perpetrated by the Nazis. Equally clearly he traces the
" stubborn silence of the Pope, in the face of constant

requests amd demands for him to intervene., He ex-

amines the justifications commonly given, that it would
‘have been both dangerous and useless to speak up,
and he finds them totally unsatisfactory: there was no
~danger in speaking up, and the great presiige and

power of the papacy might have made such inter-
< vention quite effective; moreover, the Pope, claiming as
“-he does a position of exalted authority, is under obli-
“ gation to take a stand on great moral issues no matter
* what practical consequences might or might not follow.

. Why, then, did Pius XII remain silent? His critics

" have drawn the conclusion that he was moved by

" cowardice or, even worse, by an utterly reprehensible
.-.moral blindness and hope of practical utilitarian bene-
C.fits to be gained by his silence. It is here that Carlo
-‘Falconi disagrees: ““The fact that, in my belief, Pius

- XTI was silent not out of fear, but for respectable if
inadequate motives, means that we cannot brand him
- with infamy, even if it does not absolve him from
" undoubted responsibility” (p. 15). But were Pius XIPs
.. motives really “respectable if inadequate™? Falconi
- utterly fails to establish this—on the contrary, the facts

L

“@66 ,%t{’ence of
qf)tus M,

by CARLO FALCONI

“lined up in his book comstitute a truly"damning
Cindictment.

Falconi lists “varions reasons, whlch had nothmg {0 .

- do with his character or with utilitarian motives,” for
_the Pope’s silence. There were what he calls “situational

reasons’: _
* The Pope’s peSsimistic' view that Catholics, in
- . particular German Catholics, were psychologically
“unready for a strong papal stand p. 92). '

...® His conviction that Communism would derive
Cencouragement from any weakening of Nazism.
-In fact, Falconi declares that during the second

half of 1941, after the German attack on the

" Soviet Union, papal intervention was very im-
- probable because, “in whatever way German

. double-dealing might be judged on a political and
- moral level, it was bound to appear to the Vatican

as one of those curious undertakings so dear to
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S Reflasions o o v ook

‘" divine Providence . ©.” (p. 91); and, later i the
" ‘war, papal intervention was out of the question

- because “Pius XII became literally paralyzed by -

" -the drama of advancing Communism” and the
-German armies’ desperate resistance (p. 92).

. “Most important of all, there was his 'preoc? B

. cupation with guaranteeing the Church’s survival
~ " all over Europe, and guaranteeing it . . . a decisive
- infleence on the future of the Continent and the
- .'whole world once the war was over” (p. 93).
Therefore Communism had to be defeated—and
_.--the Pope’s good relations with the German mas-

" .ters of the continent had to be safeguarded!

. In ’:_addition, Falconi lists two factors of a “senti-
- mental-psychological” nature: the Pope’s Germano-
“-philia and, above all else, his profound and pathetic

- .trust in diplomatic maneuvering. As a result, instead

.. of rising above the world conflict, and responding to
‘the moral challenge posed by it, i€ kept on trying
. to work within the confines and niceties of appropriate
““(and therefore cautious and inoffensive) diplomatic

- “action: Hence careful neutrality between aggressors and

.-~ ¥ictims, and prudent silence in the face of mass murder.
7 “The victory of the diplomat over the man of G-d,” in

-7 Falconi’s view, is the deepest reason for the Popes

' fallure

‘Can we accept Fa]coms

duet? Can his preference for diplomatic caution over

- moral leadership be seen as anything but a disastrous -
weakness of character? Can we, in short, absolve Pius

. XII of the stigma of infamy? By Falconi’s own evidence,
. this reviewer believes, the answer to these questions
- must be a resounding

Tt should be added that the fallure of the Vatlcan'

" was of course symptomatic of that of the Western

7 world in general. Arthur D. Morse’s “While Six Million

. Died” and other studies have amply documented the
cynical way in which the supposed national self-interest
- of the free nations at every turn blocked effective help
.for the victims of Nazism; when voices were raised in

"o % THE SILENCE OF PIUS XI, by Carlo Falconi,
 -1970: Little, Brown & Co., $10.00).
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‘they would like to lay claim. Their reasoning and ac~ -
. tions are inevitably and profoundly influenced by their -
“self-seeking—in the narrowest sense of that word. ..

" Sometimes unaware, offen quite consciously, they iden~ -

" . .dom. After all, on the one hand, the church lays claim -
- to providing spiritual leadership to the world—and, -
. on the other hand, it has proven time and again that -

“situationdl Teasons” as B
respcctﬂble if inadequate” explanations of Pius’ con-

(Boston, .

 protest, it was all too often a matter of mere lipservice
. —or of propaganda capital to be made from the Jew:sh L
tragedy.

We should hardly be surpnsed by this. Man, and 3_.:'
the institutions he has created for himself—from the = -

*_‘Catholic Church and the parliaments of the world to =

‘every last bureaucratic establishment and political chib .
——are not the embodiment of that pure virfue to which .7/

tify the definition of virtue with the path of greatest . .-

spractical advantage. The result—always dlsappomtmg, .

all too often tragic.

‘This is a universal human weakness, yet it is essehtial o

;_'_to draw particular attention to the Church’s falling

prey to it and failing to rise to the challenge of Nazi-

it is particularly outstanding in its moral blindness.

-~ Throughout its history it has sought to establish its au-~ i

thority by degrading the Jewish people and by causing ="

cuntold suffering and martyrdom. Even after the Iast -~ =
" war, when quick and warm support for a Jewish.. .

- Palestine was needed to help save the pitiful remnants =~
" of European Jewry, the Vatican hesitated—and still =
* ~hesitates—not even because of sympathies for Arab

refugees, but because of the Church’s narrow calcula- - =

- tions of its political and theological self-interest. All .~
. disinterested considerations of humanity fade away in -~
_the face of those hardheaded -calculations—and so . -
““the Church once again aids in the rejection of the - ..
- Jewish people from among the community of nations. .

'We should remember——aind be ‘prepared for——this
attitude of the Church and of the world in general; and, .7

"~ as we said before, it should not really be a surprise = -
.to us. We have always known that freedom from ty- .7
“ranny of man’s weakness can only be found through -

- Torah; “only he is a free man who engages himself - -
" with Torah,” our Sages declared. We must be ever . .

“grateful that the Torah is our portion—and always T
mindful that, to the extent to which the Jewish people - -

A




- disregards the guidance of the Torah, it—too—becomes
- a victim of human weakness. :

A Jewish Echo to Papdl Silence .~

 This is a bitter and terrible fact to face. Yet, as
“we study the destruction of European Jewry and the

_passivity of the Western world in the face of Nazi
horror, we are forced to realize with deep pain that
. -this passivity had its echo on the Jewish scene too.
* ‘There was not merely the failure to do enough when

" confronted with the unspeakable disaster of the “Final

“Solution.” There was not only the intrusion of politics
“into various aspects of the rescue efforts that were
- made. The writings of a Rabbi Michael Ber Weiss-
- mandel and a Joel Brand, the testimony of a Dr. Griffel
-~ and a Dr. Shonfeld, clearly prove that actual rescue
" opportunities were neglected or even blocked because

L they did not fit in with the plans of the Zionist leader-

- ship to force a showdown over Eretz Yisroel. The in-

- tentions were good; the men involved were convinced

* of the righteousness of their scheming; but they were
“indescribably wrong, as they relied on their own

- politically distorted judgment as a miserable substitute
- for Torah guidance.

'~ To be sure, this too should not be a surprise to us.
It is a horror that the prophets of Israel spelled out
-very clearly indeed; and whenever our people disre-

: " garded it, it had to pay a terrible price. There is a

dream that at different times has bewitched so many
“of us: the dream of being “like all the nations,”
“to live a “normal” life, unencumbered by the yoke of
Heaven, plotting our own goals and devising our
“own ways, as we sec fit. In freeing ourselves from the
directions of the Torah, however, we become slaves
- of our desires, blinded by wishful thinking that leads

" _us from one moral and practical failure to the next.

- “This has been true for individual Jews as well as for

.“our nation as a whole. Tt was our experience long

ago in the times of Yirmiyahu when he vainly warned

" 'us against “leaning on that broken reed”—Egyptian

power; it has been our experience again, in the most
“recent past, when the flight into assimilation opened

e . the floodgates of pathological seli-denial and self-

hatred; and it emerged just as clearly when the failure
-of individual assimilation led to national assimilation:

- the creation of a State “like all the nations”—and sub-
" ject to all their shortcomings.

' We have to face the fact that when we seek to attain

- our national destiny by “normal” and “realistic” means

" —political and diplomatic dreaming, military and eco-
" nomic posturing—in disregard of the spiritual impera-
tives of the Torah, we fall victim to the moral falseness
and ultimate frustration that are man’s portion. The

- _experience of the Second World War, as so much
" before and after it in the political life of our people,

And the light is on—
‘New, cruel, constant
‘floods the air, blinds the eyes, chases away
- the gold, the yellowed hues, the shadow dances . . .

inexorably shows how vulnerable we are, and how
given to shortsighted self-centered and self-defedting

“action. Thus, at this critical period in the life of Klall
~ Yisroel, somber and sobering thoughts emerge from

those reflections.

 We cannot today—-»nor could - we evermrely on the

" moral commitment of the world we live in. And as

we plot our course, the illusion that we can work out

-our salvation by ourselves and that we can figure out
- which is the right course to take, must be replaced by
.a sense of dependence on Torah, Theodore Herzl ob-
- served that “Jerusalem lies in Asia Minor and not in

Heaven,” implying that it could only be attained by

~ diplomacy, rather than by religious fervor. The lesson
- of our century is that—unless it is the servant of Torah
* fervor and wisdom—diplomacy, like all human schem-
~'ing, becomes the expression of human fallibility.

interchange

shadows twisted candle lzght

dance . by
pamtmg forgoften _ corners
" generous golds -
R " yellowed hues _
 “eyes gaze upward - _
from -  old faces mellowed - _
'  young eyes - - wide with wonder
- fingers ~bathed - with wine drops
: _-tést the light
‘that - leaves no T
Ctwo - fragments
of time .
the same

‘each with its own glow
" each with its own darkness

j It's Ieavmg'

-but sweet smelling spices restore the soul

savoring  seconds that slip away

incandescence

‘Gut Voch! L
. ~—BEN EPHRATM
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A Klslev' Event 'PULVER PURIM

15 Klslev, 5564 (1803)

- How does a devoiit Jew respond ro the loss of .all hzs wo;ldly belongmgs barely
<" escaping with his life? How does he manage to sift through the ashes of a tragic experience

——suffering grief for those who lost their lives, finding evidence of G-d's kindness to his -

- own family-——and then give honest expression to all aspects of this trauma? . . . When that
" Jew is Rabbi Avrohom Danzig, we have a documented record of his reactions. As a fore-

. most authority in halachah—his Chaye Odom is a standard reference in homes and syna- L

. . gogues—he incorporated halachah into his persondlity as its most essential component, and

" Vin turn, his personality found its own expression through his legal works.

. BINAS oDOM: “On the fifteenth of Kislev, an explosion ripped through our courtyard in -~ -
. Vilna. Thirty-one people were killed. With great effort, we recovered all the dead and
" honored them with a final resting place .

.. During the subsequent months, as we cleared = -

- ~away the rubble, we came across bone fragments. After consultation with a reliable phy- 7
" - sician, we recognized these to be remains of severed limbs of the victims . . . These, too,
- were respectfully buried . . . The question arises regardmg permission for a Kohain to
- - enter the area until the ruins are completely cleared .

: CHAYE 0DOM, chapter 155: “The individual to whom a mzrécle océui's;--and'sl:rely,'- if 'it s
- an cntire city that is spared-—may, with communal approval, establish that day as a “Pu-
- rim” day. It appears to me that the feast one convenes on that day to celebrate the miracle -

|is a seudas mitzvah, for every feast dedicated to recall a wonder of G-d is a . . . mitzvah.

: - “And so do we [convene a feast] in commemoration of the mlracle performed
~for us on the eve of 15 Kislev, 5564. For people were killed in the court where we dwell

- as a result of a fire that broke out in an adjacent factory of gunpowder (pulver—hence
the name: Pulver Purim). Many houses—including mine—were leveled. In the room where

-my family was sitting, one beam and half of two walls caved in—one wall on my daughter -

Vit’ke with but a breath between her and death. My wife was wounded on her face—her
~_upper lip actually cut in several places, all her lower teeth shattered in ber mouth . . . The
~windows and the doors blew in, and the walls tumbled down in the room where I was

- sitting with my sons. My sons suffered two wounds in the back. Not one-of us escaped with- -~

- out spilling some blood.

_ “And Hashem Yisborach, in His mercy, accepted our blood in lieu of personal sac- - o
_ rifices and spared us, for we all survived. Even though my personal loss was immense—

. many hundreds of gulden—G-d exchanged damim (money) for damim (blood) ... . I could
-+ -write at great length how the hand of G-d was revealed—how certain individuals were spared,
~.and how others from neighboring homes happened to have wandered in at that exact mo-

o ‘ment, were trapped, and perished. o
-“I have thus accepted upon myself and all my - chzldren ( though not as a formai .

o vow) to set aside 16 Kislev, since it already is a day of fast among many of our communi-
- ties, and dedicate at least half of that day to G-d. And whoever has the strength to fast,

o “_should do so. On the following night, we gather immediately after Maariv, light candles L

~.- as on a holiday, sing the “Song of Oneness” with a sweetness and a slow pace, the “Song

of Glory” with appropriate melodies, recite selected Psalms from Tehillim . . . Then invite -

" students of Torah to join us at a feast, and give charity in accordance with G-d’s blessing
“oo—-as much as one can afford.

“May G-d heal the wounds of His people .

. ~The Jewish Observer [ December, 1970




The Six Dajr War was a fight for survival and its-

. primary result was an added element of security for
“-the people of the beleaguered state. But also high among
the fruits of that victory was a restoration of national

7 treasures to the Jewish people that had been denied
~-- them for a score of years-—notably the Old City of
~Jerusalem, and in its heart, the Kosel HaMaarovi-—

~the Western Wall of the Temple area. The government
- has been treating these newly regained shripes in a
- manner that reflects their singular standing as treasures,
-~ but in a manner that also betrays the government’s
“secular approach to these basically religious areas. The
administration of these places is headed on a crisis

. course, and in some cases the protestations and ac-

-~ cusations are already being voiced. Diametrically op-
"_posed views on religious matters and their political
- ramifications are not surprising and should even be
.~ anticipated. Yet, whenever the headlines inciude still
“-another item, still another point of contention, the

-of dispute.

. Ezriel 1 oshavs

BSERVER on The Tseacli Scene

- sensibilities are jarred. Thus Togical anticipation and -

‘incredulous shock both surround these two special areas

The Rambam lists the different degrees of
holiness that exist in our physical world:
" “The Land of Israel is holier than all other

Adands . . . The land is (further) divided into
- ten levels of holiness, Walled cities are

- holier than open parts of the country. . . .
Jerusalem, within its walls, is holier than
- .any other city. . . . The Temple area [bound-
- ed on the West by the Kosel HaMuaarovi] is
. holier than the rest of Jerusalem” (Yad
- Hachazokoh, Hilchos Bais Hamikdosh,
Chapter 7).

. How Togical then that the underlying controversy be-
“-tween the sacred and the secular should surface and
- ‘even become more intense in regard to such places,

“ ... . And how shocking,

L The New O Giy

" THE JERUSALEM TO WHICH GENERATIONS OF JEWS .

- have yearned to return has always been represented by

- photographs and oil paintings of cobblestone lanes,
_domed domiciles, imposing ancient synagogues, and

--old men and women watching little children at play.
“Tts sounds have been a mixture of morning prayers,
afterncon Talmudic arguments, and evening lamenta-
tions at the Wall, all against a background of market-
. place discussions the length of the day.
- The possibility of reviving this legend seemed close
““at hand. Hundreds of families had been looking for-
_ward to the opportunity of reclaiming old homesteads,
_where many of them were brought up. Yeshivos and
-Chassidic groups were anxiously awaiting the chance

"~ to rebuild the study halls and houses of prayer to

“ keep alive the tradition of sanctity always associated

e B with the Old City. Then, they were told, the day was
2o even closer than they had anticipated. The Govern-
- ment was committed to facilitating their hopes, and

 EBZRIEL TOSHAVI lives in Bayit Vegan where he observes the
. Israeli scene for readers of THE JEWISH OBSERVER.
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~ promptly set up a Planning Commission with repﬁ:J Sl

“sentatives from the various ministries—including Rabbi

" Toran from the Ministry of Religions, Next, the Com-

mission expropriated all propertics within the Jewish

- Quarter of the Old City—"to make things move faster,”

‘the aspiring Old Citizens were told.

' “THEN, A MASTER PLAN revealing a new “concept for

the entire fabric, texture, and hue of the Quarter was

"‘unveiled. Rather than a revival of the staid Jerusalem

of Old, this plan envisioned a Jerusalem for all people

- ~an lIsracl in microcosm, where artists, fun-seckers,

and clerks could all come and find their prototypes
represented. Rather than a repository of antiquity, the

~. accent was to be placed on youth. Instead of exploiting
--its proximity to the Temple Mount and the Western

Wall, the plan chose to ignore it, at best—violate it,

" at worst,

- This is to be accomplished through a system that

- -assigns priorities to various population groups that,

according to religious spokesmen, recalls the numerus
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" _bers of Jews to be admitted to schools and specific
professions. The first priority goes to young couples

. with small children. Special consideration is to be ..
.- given to previous inhabitants of the Jewish Quarter— -
~ag long as they are members of the “youth group.”

~--"Next in line for consideration are those people who

are associated with yeshivos located within the walls
" .of the Old City. Finally, individuals who are equipped

" to perform needed services for the sector, such as

physicians, are to be accepted. But old-timers, owners

: of homes and buildings in the area, members of families
~.--that clung to ancestral properties until the Jordanian

--shelling made it too hazardous to remain, people who
by dint of background and commitment are capable
" of restoring the atmosphere of sanctity to the Qld City,
“are persona non-grata. They might convert the quarters
to a Moshav Zekeinim-—an old age settlement!

-+ . In insure a balanced flavor to the OId City, housing
" is'to be assigned with a frendly mixing of religious

. and non-religious inhabitants. Approval has been
I 'given to a concern to erect a hotel to cater to the

. needs of non-Jewish visitors. And to insure a little

~worldliness in Old Jerusalem, permits have been issued
- for the opening of two discotheques!

THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY has been quick to voice
its dismay at the deliberate distortion of the traditional
character of the Old City. A committee representing all
religious groups was formed to survey the detailed plans
‘of the Planning Commission and to point out its pltfa!Is

~ “and inequities. _
* Preferential ‘consideration for applica-

- tions from young couples often eliminates
" ‘the bonifide property claims of old families
“that actvally lived and owned property in
“the Old City for as long as five generations,
- and discriminates against those who only

twenty years ago spilled blood in defense of
the city.

L. A request was made by a forezgn firm

Tize ]ew;sk Observer J December, 1970

1o efect a Kosher hotel to meet the needs
- of visitors who seck accommodations near - -
'the Kosel. This was denied—even though .-

clausis quotas of Crafist Russia that limitéd the num-

proximity was of prime importance ‘to its ;.

. intended clientele. A request by a mon- .-
- Yewish group to put up a hotel near the
- Zion Gate was accepted, even though-a ~
multitude of Arab hotels already serve the -

needs of non-Jewish visitors to the area . . . .

.One can only question the basis for such = -
selection. LA
- o The famous Tifferes Yisroel (Nissan

‘Beck) Shul, which -was built on the in- -
- spiration of the Rabbi of Rizhen over a =
“hundred years ago, faces a plaza. It has -\
““been newly named Givat Hakaraim, in =/

- _honor of a tiny Karaite house of prayer that
- never really functioned. (If it did, it would
“have only been an affront to Jewry.) A .-
" tiny by-way around the corner is to be 7.
" called Tifferes Yisroel in honor of the in- - -

spiring Rizhen synagogue. This is an ob-

" vious sacrifice of historical authenticity .in * . -
“favor of a counterfeit multi-ethnic flavor. . -.02

* A housing development for followers of .
the  Lubavitcher Rebbe was planned near ;.
the Chabad Shul, but the authorities have ..~
--since been doing their utmost to seitle non- =
~religions occupants in these . apartments..

There can be no legitimate objection to non--

-religious Jews settling in the Old City, but = -
_the religious Jew invariably seeks to dwell .7
Jin an atmosphere of religious purity, un- .00
‘marred by desecration of the Shabbos or i
- the Festivals, and as a result, the Chabad™ -~ "~
~niks will be impelled to find housing else- -~
" - where. S
e An arfists’ ‘school 3and dbrmitory is
“among the seven institutions that have thus -
-+ -far received authorization to establish quar- .-
. “ters in the OId City. The intrinsic vafue of =

A5



the school to the Old City, and vice versa,
can be strongly questioned.

'_'.0 The opening of the two discotheques, ..~

- with their attendant crowds and ribald at-

. mosphere can only abuse the sanctity that

. has always dwelled within the walls of the
- Old City, within walking distance of the
“'Western Wall and the Temple Mount. What
Master Planning requires a blending of the
- shrill sounds of hard-rock with the subdued
" -midnight wailing of Tikun Chatzos at the

e Wall?
7 Thé committee, which included representatives of
".the Agundath Tsrael and the National Religious Party,
. insisted that the Planning Commission reset its priori-
- ties, to give first consideration to the previous inhabit-
- ants of the Old City; to give special emphasis to re-
building once-existing yeshivos and synagogues (such
-as the Churva Synagogue, which has been in ruins
-.since the Arab occupation); and to eliminate any in-
" stitutions that prove offensive to the sacred nature of
" the Old City.

.. TO RESPECT THESE GUIDELINES, the Planning Commis-

sion will have to restructure its own concept of the
" Old City of Jerusalem. This might involve considerable
" soul-searching. If it finds the object of its quest, it can
"~ come up with the proper resuit.

~~Why Was Jerusalem Destroyed? - -

‘'RAV HAMNUNA SAID: Jerusalem would not
" have been destroyved if the children had not
. -been distracted from their studies.

© ULA SAID: Jerusalem would not have been
_ destroyed if its inhabitants had not lacked a
‘sense of shame.

RAV YITZCHOKX SAID: Jerusalem wounld not-
~have been destroyed if they had refrained
“from treating the great and the small equally.
.-RAV AMROM THE SON OF RAV SHIMON BEN
" ABBA QUOTED HIS FATHER, WHO QUOTED
~RAV CHANINA AS SAYING: Jerusalem would

“-not have been destroyed if the people had
but reproached one another.

- RAV YEHUDA SAID: Jerusalem would not have
been destroyed if they had not scorned men

of learning.

RAVA SaTD: Jerusalem would not have been .- -
" -destroyed but that men of honor were not fo

. be found.
: {(Talmud Bavli, Shabbos 119b)

" Jerusalem is now being rebuilt . . . Let
_not the errors of old be repeated.

IL Crisis at the Kosel

"7 THE FOCAL POINT OF JEWISH PRAYERS has always been

-."Mount Moriah—bounded on the west by a wall of

. huge stones. Today that Wall has become a symbol

~ of spiritual unity to all Jews. Even those who have

chosen to come to the Kosel out of curiosity or in

" answer to a patriotic drive to identify with some rally-

~ing point of national unity—all have found themselves

~ -touched by some transcendental experience. A visit to
... the Kosel is undeniably a refigious encounter.

How painful, then, that the Kosel should now be-
. come the center of a political controversy, Yet jurisdic-
.- ~tional disputes are flaring regarding digging rights for
- -archaeological investigations, and regarding separation
_of the sexes at the religious services that take place at
" the Kosel,

- . The seeds of these disputes were sown immediately
- after the Kosel was restored to Isracli conmtrol in
‘Jupe, 1967, The late Levi Eshkol, as prime-minister of
the state, called together the legal representatives of

16

the various religious communities that have ' intérests
and shrines in the Holy City; by law ever since the
Mandate days these included assorted Christian bishops
and the Moslem Waf, as well as the Chief Rabbinate

“as official spokesman for religious Jewry. He assured
- them ail that the management of the places holy to
‘their respective groups would be left solely to them,
--without any government interference whatsocver. He
~did honor his pledge to the Christian and Moslem
- communities. E

Soon afterwards, however, jurisdictiont over the

: Kosel HaMaarovi was transferred to the Minisiry of
-~ Religions—a government agency open to political pres-
“sures. As of then, all decisions regarding the conduct
“of affairs at the Kosel—like all ministerial decisions-—
‘became subject to the overall government coalition’s
-approval. The Mizrachi saw no cause to object since, .
-as a member of the government, it felt assured that .-
“the Ministry of Religions would be in iis hands, and
it could administer the Kosel area with responsibility

_The Jewish Observer | December, 1970




" the atmosphere “during thosé ‘months seemed equally -

-~dication -of the problems that were -to arise.

" [FIRST, THE -AREA IN FRONT of the Kosel was cleared

.of many of the houses that were built - against it,
making way for a huge plaza. The religious authorities
cresponded with a permanent mechitzah to separate
the sexes during prayers. As the demolition continued,
~however, two forces came to bear on the conducting
of prayers. .Archaeological teams had uncovered fas-
‘cinating nefworks of tunnels, passageways, and cata-
“combs below the street, and wanted to further explore

- beneath the pedestrian level of the Kosel Plaza. The

- Department of Antiquities was demanding its rights,

' The Minister of Tourism, Moshe Kol—who is no-
" tortous as a rabid proponent of anti-religious viewpoints
~~decided to take advantage of his ministerial prero-
‘gative, and objected to the separate praying facilities
“for men and women at the Kosel. He argued that
when American visitors of liberal persuasion come to
- the Kosel, they are unable to pray in family groups,

© as they are wont to do at home in Omaha or Cincinnati.

They must suffer separate facilities for meditation and
- prayer, for the administrational rule regarding religious
procedures in Isracl has always been:never tamper
“with the status quo. So Mr. Kol raised his voice in
objection: Why convert the Kosel, which is a “national
-shrine,” into an Orthodox synagogue? At least, he
.-argues, adopt a fresh approach to the newly exposed

. areas along the Kosel. Now that these new areas are

" available, Mr. Kol claims, they are unencumbered by
" any “status quo,” since they were never used by groups
“at prayer. At least allow new, neutral arcas to be

* designated for those who wish to pray in mixed groups.
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~—So-clear the
7 -ern Walll
" reassuring to.most -others as ‘well, and gave little in-

andrespectThe “atird of good feeling that ‘dominated .

The Kosel at Night

way for a Free Synagogue at the West-

This issue is now in the hands of a special Knesset -

- Cdmmittee, and the Ministry of Justice is holding up 1_:._'
proposed regulations -drafted by the Ministry of Re- " -
" - ligions regard the Kosel area. '

THE, CONTEMPLATED violation of this sacred spot brings -
‘to mind a long-standing precedent for the ritual sepa- =
. ration between the men and the women, and extending -

this separation to the full Jength of the Wall. This is

. the fikun godol—the most worthy ordinance enacted s
. in the Bais Hamikdosh, as recorded in the Talmud -

{(Succah, 51b). It was set up in response to the pos-

-~ sibilities of unbecoming frivolity -that could develop

from the proximity of men and women as spectators = -

-at the annual Bais Hasho'eiva festivities. So, a raised /0
- ‘platform was constructed to accommodate the women .-
—affording them a better view, and offering less dis-
_iraction to the men. This division was enforced over

two thousand years ago, and restoration of this separa~ -
tion represents no “new incursion of religious extrem- ‘.

‘ism into the public realm,” as Mr. Kol claims.

<~ In truth, there is an even more profound argumerit :

~* against the jurisdictional claims of either the Depart- '
- ment of Antiquities or the Ministry of Tourism over | -
~ any part of the Western Wall—an argument that places - -
- the Kosel in a realm beyond the bureaucratic clutches of ~ 0
--any ministry. For the newly exposed parts can never .-
" be endowed with any fresh status, nor can any segment
“of the Wall ever be treated as a relic from antiquity. = = -
"~We have been taught that even after the destruction
- of the Second Bais Hamikdosh, when the structure was -
‘razed to the ground and plows turned furrows in the -~
sacred soil, the Shechinah remained at the Western . -
. _Wall never to depart from it. This is a firm status that - =




77 ~can --neither . experience . revision, nor ever tolerate
e cornprozmse :

~ (From an Address in the Knesset by Rabbi
. Menachem Porush, Agudath Isracl Repre-
-sentative to the Israeli Parliament)

Whoever possesses a Jewish soul is seized

.. by a trembling, a fear, an inner yearning

“in response to the magnetism of the sacred
" “stones that remain from our Temple. From
" -this site we draw the inper strength that
- dwells within each of us—and it is this

inner strength that endows us with the gift

"of  survival that so confounds the - other

nations of this planet, who are at Joss to

“fathom our secret for enduring the tides of
" change. So let the archaeologists take notice
_——those who expect to unearth secrets of

- history from beneath the stones of the Wall

-—they are tampering with the very essence
.- of our history. We will not allow them to
_“convert this sacred spot to a laboratory of

-archaeological research, '

" To you, honorable officers of the govern--

;7 ment, I must address some questions: Dur-
- ing this period of crisis, have you no other
““problems but to design means of removing
" 'those who pray at the Wall from the area
vof their devotion? . .

. Do you know the
implications of such plans? Do you think

- _you have the power necessary to move one
- person at prayer from the Wall? . . . Do
“you have any idea of the vast numbers of

o people that stream to the Wall, and spend

- time there throughout the twenty-four hours
- of the day? . . . Can you plumb the depths
of the experience each person wundergoes

when he stands there?

1 therefore turn to you, Madame Prime
- Minister, as representative of the govern-

“ment, with this plea: Shed vour shoes from
- on your feet, for the ground on which you

tread is holy! 1 hesitated to use this ex-

“pression. but I now feel that T have no
~ choice. Our minimum request is that you
- honor the pledge expressed by your prede-
7 cessor, Levi Eshkol, may he rest in peace,

that all sacred places be left to the juris-

_diction of each respective religious group,

including the Chief Rabbinate in regard to

- the Kosel. If the profound feelings buried
“deep within each of us regarding the majes-

tic sanctity of the Western Wall—if these

- - feelings have not brought you to the realiza-
"7 ;- tion that the Wall is not in your dominion,

18
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- all religions; that you gwe us—— _

' PREMIER GOLDA MEIR: Who are the “you?

and “we” you refer to?
-M. P. PORUSH: “You” 'refers to those'

- who would convert the Western Wall to an
- -archaeological dig. You and 1 met once at
. the Wall, and 1 detected an overwhelming
- sensation enveloping you. You did not find

-what archaeologists search for. You found

there the soul of our people-—the source
from which we draw . . .

What role can a ministerial committee

assume tegarding such a place? How can
“they possibly render decisions about the

conduct of affairs at such a place? This is

- what forces me to use the unpleasant fer-
.minology of “you” and “we.” I know well
-that we are all one nation, and that we all

draw our special character from this sacred
spot. Just do not force us into the use of

" those words “you” and “L.”

. How did the Minister [of Antiquities] -

_put it? “We'll move them from there! Let
_them holler. We'll silence them.” Perhaps,

Madame Prime Minister would best address

. her question fo that aforementioped minis-
- ter: Who are “you” and “we”?

-+ . Because this issue touches uopn the foun-
-~ dations of our fate, we must withhold our

support from the proposal.
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MY Years
-’_Wlth |

. Reb Boruch Ber

PoMeS Y

THE TRAIN TOOK ME TO BRI.SK.. From”'théré‘ I boarded

"'a bus to Kamingtz. After three years with Reb
- Elchonon Wasserman in Baranovich, I was leaving
- for the “Rosh Yeshiva's Rosh Yeshiva”—Reb
- Boruch Ber Leibowitz, in Kaminetz. i
- T could have spent the remainder of my life in
Baranovich, and still had much to learn—but such

‘was the spirit of the times. One had to “graduate”—

even from Reb Elchonon. _

. The bus stopped at the market place right in the
" center of town. I asked where Reb Reuvain lived.

" He was one of the Rosh Yeshiva's sons-in-law—

~ second in command, and a financial wizard who carried -

..the entire burden of the Yeshiva on his shoulders.
T was directed to a two-story house on a small side
- street. I fished in my pockets for the letter of
acceptance Reb Reuvain sent to my father.

- Strange, I thought. I was certain that my father, = -
o Alter Tiktiner,” would send me to Mir, where he
* . had studied for so many years. In Mir he had

Cattained the singular prommence of previewing the -
" Ushiur (Torah Iecture) in private with the Rosh

“Yeshiva, Reb Elya Boruch, before he would say it

_.publicly. And later as a student in Slabodke and
~then as a layman, he maintained his tHes with Mir. -
- But here he sent me, and here T entered the always

" had studied in Slabodke—Reb Reuvain.
.- Looking in, I found an old man bent over an
-.open book at a table. This could not have been

' Reb Reuvain, for he was too old to have been my

 Tather’s study companion.

, Suddenly he raised his face from the sefer and

- “stared into the distance, revealing two large blue .
~ eves—unusually Jarge—-and at both sides of his head
-~ “white shocks of hair cascaded out from under a

. large velvet yarmulke, flowing into his small white

"CHATM SHAPIRO studied in the Yeshivos Lomza-Baranovich and

- Kaminetz, and now lives in Baltimore, Maryland, His frequent
articles on life in pre-war Poland and Russia always succeed
in evoking a by-gone era for readers of THE JEWISH OBSERVER.
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beard. Tu the sunlight they looked silvery-white

~whiter than anything I had ever seen before,

. The “thread of kindness” seemed woven rig'ht'.inté'- L

his features. The legendary goodness and its-

- tremendous impact on the viewer—me, in this =
'_'instancen-—»told me that I was face-to-face with
" Reb Boruch Ber.

A woman’s voice called from the next room;

““Boruch Berel! The milk is getting cold!” Her shrill ==
“Russian R’s grated my ears, but my initial impression . -~
was confirmed. Tt was the Rosh Yeshiva.

He arose, but instead of following the calling .:

.~ voice to the kitchen, he approached me, and launched =~ =
. into a detailed discussion on the Talmudic topic R
" of esseh docheh lo sa’aseh, under the assumption =
- that T was one of his students who so frequently .~ =
_..dropped in, without the formality of appointments or =~
*_. invitations, to “talk in learning.” His thoughts might -

have been within my grasp, and perhaps they were
not, but I was so overwhelmed to be in such close

_contact with a leading personality of our generation = .

. i . that he could have been discussing kabbalistic
-open door of his one-time chavruse with whom he - -

eeotena I was numb.
Finally he stopped a moment, and still smﬂmg,

added “Torah cannot come eaqﬂy. One must “or eve'
~{labor) over it. I have been thinking about this

svore (rationale) -all night, and T'm still not sure .

" Do you think the svore is a correct one?”

- Me?—1 wondered. The Roshei Yeshiva's Rosh

- Y@?kzva iy asking ME——aqa youngster who just wandered -
~-in? My panic was relieved by the Rebbetzin, who ..
“entered with a steaming glass of milk and a slice of

cake, “Boruch Berel, you'll have to eat it. It’s

- for -your health,” she announced.

.+ She turned fo me and recogmzed me as mew -
face, and asked me who I was. When I replied,




... Reb Boruch Ber’s face beamed with happiness, “An

orach! An orach!” (A guest! A guest!) He repeated
~the word several times, savoring the thought with

. a special joy. He placed his cake and milk before

. 'me, insisting that I partake of his snack. I could not -

~consider eating his afternoon refreshment, especially . :

since it was so vital to his health. Besides, I had

" -always reserved a special distaste for hot milk. I
looked to the Rebbetzin for escape, but she only

- compounded my predicament. “Please drink the |
milk. T'll boil some more for the Rosh Yeshiva.”

(I was to learn later that she had always suffered

.3 - difficulties with him regarding his eating habits.

.- 'As he was constantly immersed in Torah, he was

oblivious of his personal needs, and she had to watch

. over him steadily. She once decided to complain

“about her husband . . . but to whom does one
complain regarding Reb Boruch Ber? She finally
poured her heart out to the Chofetz Chaim. The

- Chofetz Chaim listened to her and then spoke to
‘her in private for quite a while. When she emerged

- from his room she was heard mumbling to herself,
¥“If that is so, then it is worth it all the fzores.

All the suffering T go through for him is worth it!”)

" While T hesitated, looking for a way out of the

_ hot milk, he called upstairs, “Reuvain, come down!
©-. We have an orach!’ 1 felt so awkward to have

.~ him address his son-in-law Reb Reuvain, who was

" -a Rosh Yeshiva, with the familiar “du,” while he
- “spoke to me with the more respectful, formal Ir.

-~ Reb Reuvain had only to look at me, and without

" any introductions he exclaimed, “So you are Alter

" Tiktner’s first-born!” My worth doubled at once,
. for Reb Boruch Ber’s love for a talmid chochom

- was limitless. It spilled over from my father onto me.

-~ Further enhanced, and further embarrassed, I
" began my years with Reb Boruch Ber.

- “THE YESHIVA IN EKAMINETZ was called Knéssés Bais

-Yitzchok, after the Kovner Rav, Reb Yitzchok

~“Elchonon Specktor. It did not have dormitories or

eating facilities. The students were assigned to _
stanchye’s in private homes for room and board.
‘Half of the town made a living from us. My stanchye

- _was closer to the Rosh Yeshiva’s house than to

- the Yeshiva, so T davened more frequently with

~."Reb Boruch Ber’s private minyan in his house

~than in the Yeshiva. During the reading of the Torah,
" his mind would occasionally wander off on a
“perplexing Rambam, and he would miss a word or
~two from the reading. He would then stop the baal

kriyah and ask him to repeat the passage. On Mondays

and Thursdays, it would usually be a matter of a

. word or two, while on Shabbos it would sometimes
- -involve repeating an entire passage. He would

X 2

" _Reb Reuven Grozovsky

- approach the baal kriyah with the greatest remorse,
asking forgiveness for the intrusion, beseaching him
“to repeat the phrase or passage he missed.

o OSE"MORNING, after Shacharis, a worhan entérad,
. crying pitifutly. She was a widow. Her daughter

was in labor, suffering an unusually difficult delivery,

~with both mother and infant in danger. The widow
_begged Reb Boruch Ber to say Tehillim on their

behalf and to pray for their welfare. He fulfilled her

¢ request with much feeling, and tears filled his eves.
.- Before Ileaving, she handed the Rosh Yeshiva some

money wrapped up in newspaper as a donation for

the Yeshiva. T glanced into the scrap of paper. S
‘1t only held several pennies, hardly enough to buy -

two loaves of bread! Reb Boruch Ber carried the

~'paper containing the money to the stairs, calling:
““Reuvain! Hurry! A lady brought money for the
Yeshival Come take it!” Some claimed that Reb
Boruch Ber actually could not recognize the value

of currency. I had the feeling that he wanted fo

~ Jimpress the poor widow with his gratitude.

. MY STANCHYE WAS NeAR the Kobriner Shtibel. The .-
-Chassidic element of the Yeshiva used to congregate
~‘there every Friday night for Kabbolas Shabbos. I -
.~ loved the melodies they sang, and often joined them. = - -
“Then I discovered that Reb Boruch Ber himself
"was an accomplished menagen (vocalist is a very
-poor transfation). In fact, he used to lead the
" Mussaf tefillos on the Yomim Noraim. But one did -~ .
~not have to wait for the High Holidays to appreciate - . -
" his gift. His Lecho Dodi on Friday night would warm’

us with his welcoming fervor. Even his daily Ahavah

-Rabbah would move us with him as he sang out
‘his blessings and prayer to Hashem for teaching us
" His Torah. He often quoted a leading scholar as
“saying, “The day I don’t cry during 4havah Rabbah -
T cannot be creative in my Torah studies.” Then

he would add, “And the day I am not creative in
Torah, I become literally sick.” '
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~'REB'BORUCH BER WOULD DELIVER his Jectures in the = - -HE WAS ABOVE POLITICS, but he considered ‘support -
- “of Agudath Israel and its projects an obligation that .-
“was- also above politics.- When my uncle, Rabbi Zvi 0"
Yitzchok Margolis, founded a Teachers’ Seminary .-
- for Men under the auspices of the Agudah, he
- approached Reb Boruch Ber for his endorsement. = = %
- In reply, Reb Boruch Ber expressed his fullest support .-
_for Agudah as a bulwark against the secular forces 70
" of the haskolah, with a quotation from his ’eiliken
Rebbe, Reb Chaim: “The situation would be

" Yeshiva on-Mondays and Thursdays. A committee
- of students “would -accompany him fromhis house’

' to the Yeshiva. On the way, he would periodically e

~ask if the street was clean (from horse droppings),

.~ for he was constantly involved in Torah thoughts.
--He would ascend the few steps in front of the
“Aron HaKodesh while the Yeshiva’s entire student

" body would form a semi-circle in front of him. He :
-~ would refer to no Rabbinical figure—Tanna, Amora

or Rishon—without preceeding his name with the
‘adjective ’eiliker—holy. (He always dropped his
" opening “H’s.”) Thus it always “der ’eiliker Abbaya,”

~.'in the middle of a lecture to comment, “What a
- .geshmaker (tasty) Rashbo!” Then he paused for a
" ‘moment of reflection and added, “It is Elul today,

- One must do Teshuvah. The entire Torah is geshmak!”

 He often said, “It is no accomplishment to :
" construct a Torah lecture. One must strive for the

- truth—amito shel Torah.” Although he would talk

" slowly, testing and probing each thought as he spoke,
.- measuring it for its unquestionable truth, many could
- not follow his thoughts to the end of the shiur

“(lecture) certainly not the newcomers. As a result, =

~ study groups led by senior talmidim were formed

7 after each shiur, to review the Rosh Yeshiva’s lecture &0

. -and to help them digest it. Many of these group

- leaders emerged as Roshei Yeshiva in their later years..

THOSE WHO REVIEWED the shiur for the other students -

" possessed some very special qualities—analytical
o abilities (lomdus), a gift for clear explanation _
~(hasbora), depth in reasonmg {amkus), and—above ..

.. all—a cutting precision in choice of words and

definition of concepts. This, in sum, was the method - -

Reb Boruch Ber had learned from his ’eliker

‘Rebbe, Reb Chaim Soloveitchik of Brisk.' As Reb .
--Boruch Ber put-it, “The depth and the comprehension
< wthe havong—must come from the words on the

-page. No pilpul, no wandering about in the Sea of
- Talmud. Every deduction and generalization must

" ‘come from the text before us, involving a thorough -

" understanding of the implications of every single
“word. This is the only way to answer questions and -

' “clear up misunderstandings.”

" .. This insistence on premsmn in Wordmg was an

_absolute requirement in every Talmudic discussion, =
- for the shghtest modification could-—Heaven forbid

- —result in a deviation from the intended meaning

- "of the ’eiliker Rambam or the ’eiliker Rebbe

- (referring to Reb Chaim Brisker, of course). He
“carried this penchant for precision into his daily life, .

*- and thus a statement from his father or his Rebbe

‘—=even in worldly matters—was also subjected to

S .exactmg scrutiny,
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impossible without Agudah, for otherwise ‘théj’—mi

.. the maskilim—would dominate everything— - -
oo G-d forbidl” o
- “der ’eifiker Rambam,” and so on. He once stopped = -

_ He added an extia word of condemnation against’

- the maskilim, saying, “They make a point of ridicuting -~
- the traditional melamed who is faithful to G-d and
. His Torah. G-d Himself is praised as being the = -~
. ‘Melamed of Torah to Israel, His People.” Could one -
--possibly strive for anything higher? Reb Chaim of -
- Volozhin, the outstanding disciple of the Gaon of . -0
©Vilna and the father of the modern Yeshiva movement, - -
- -signed all his correspondence with the appehﬁon S
- "Chaim, the Melamed, with the help of G-d, In -7~
‘Volozhin.” o

- ‘With that he added hls approval for my unc]e §

'pro;ect to that of the Chofetz Chaim and Reb Chalm'.-_.'."'
: Ozer Grodzenski of Vilna.

UMY FAM]LY' 'has a }ong'mima'g‘dishé tradition, and -

“we have always scoffed at miraculous wonder tales. . =
- Nonetheless, my reminiscences are simply not ol
- complete without the following episode:

‘When the Germans invaded Poland in 1939 the

_.Pohsh government officials left Warsaw for Brisk,
-and with them came many refugees. As Rosh :
-+ .Rashonah was approaching, some people came 10 S
. -neighboring Kaminetz to spend the holiday, including 7.
" “some of my own townspeople from Lomza—the '
Lomza Rosh Yeshiva’s son, Meyer Ruch, and a’
" "Mr. Lichtenstein (a businessman) and his son. S
‘On the eve of Rosh Hashonah, the German Army =~ -

moved in. In a departure from their usual custom,

. they did so peacefully, causing no deaths or alarms. e

~ But then, the Germans announced that they -~ . .
would retreat in favor to the Russians, in keeping

‘with the infamous Hitler-Stalin pact. The leaders of -~
- the Kaminetzer Yeshiva had all suffered terribly ©= -~ .
from the Red Liberation during World War I, and .~
“feared the oncoming Russian Army more -than the
" .retreating Nazis. There was a strong movement to e
" transfer the Yeshiva to Chelm, which would surely be
o7 in German hands. (We simply did not take the :
-~ newspaper reports describing the German atrocities |~ 7
at face value.) To our astonishment, Reb Boruch -0
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+..-Ber proposed moving to Viina. “Vilna,” he explained,

" “is an Ir V’eim—"a city and a mother’'— in Israel.
'_-_We should move to Vilna.”
-Some thought that Reb Boruch Ber, in his old

o age, sought to be near his father’s burial place, yei

~we knew that he would not move the entire Yeshiva
~on such an account.

Mr. Lichtenstein, however, did not hesitate to scoff,

© “What does your Rabbi know of world affairs?

~ The same Bolsheviks who will occupy Kaminetz will -

““be in Vilpa. Lomza is only thirty kilometers from
- East Prussia and will surely be in German hands.
- We're returning to Lomza.”

Most of the Yeshiva students shared his dismay at

" the prospect of being isolated from their families—-
- in the hands of the Russians, yet!--but none had

" the audacity to challenge our Rebbe’s extra insights. <

.~ We prevailed on Lichtenstein and son to seek
-Reb Boruch Ber’s advice and blessing before

leaving. He told them, “Go home, if you wish, but .

“only ride! Never travel by foot!”

' Meyer Ruch and 1 feared being sealed off from our

- families forever by the Russian occupation, so we
" also decided to return to Lomza. Reb Boruch Ber:

" gave us his blessings and added a warning, *Never |

walk by night! Only walk in the day time!”

‘We knew that violating the 5 p.m. to 6 am. curfew -

meant death, but with Kaminetzian dialectics, we
-noted the Rosh Yeshiva’s advice “to walk” as
opposed to his warnings to the Lichtenstein’s . ...

.- So we started our three hundred kilometer trek, = R
- -.and took care to arrive at the day’s destination before -

-5 pm. We walked through Vysoke . . . Litovsk . . .
‘Semyatitz, where on Yom Kippur we saw Jews
-dragged from the shul to be shot in the street . ...
Czyzev, which was set in flames, while we were
““there. The Rav, Reb Pinya Levinson (presently |

in Brooklyn), stopped to greet us with his customary

- humor: “I would like to at least offer you gentlemen

" a glass of water, but I have neither a glass nor water.”
“And he continued in his flight .

. Ciechanovce

_ . Zambrow . . . All the way we were marching
alongside the German Army that was pulling back
from Polish ground to make room for the advancing

B Jater made it safely to Australia.

only hit his father lightly. This enraged the Germans
and they “beat them both, - - L
At the end of 1939, the Russmns suddenly tumed

- over Vilna to the Lithuanians. That gave a breathing .

spell to all Yeshivos, for then they all moved to
"Vilna. We then realized the wisdom of Reb Boruch
Ber’s puzzling decision to move to Vilna. We rejoined
our Yeshiva, and sure enough met the Lichtensteing
_there again. I could not contain my youthful

- exuberance, and spitefully asked Mr. Lichtenstein,
““Since my Rebbe is so ignorant of world affairs,

- what brings you to Vilna?” . . . Father and son

- FIVE DAYS IN KISLEV IN THE YEAR 5700 Reb Boruch

Ber passed away. They searched the crowded Vilna

-~ cemetery, and miraculously found a space next to
© . his father’s grave.

I often ask myself—why among all those who

- -were 50 close to Reb Boruch Ber, did none write

. their reminiscences about him. I found the answer in -
his own words. When he was told about a colleague -

~ from his younger days in Volozhin who abandoned
© Yiddishkeit and became a famous literary figure,

. Reb Boruch Ber said:
~ - der 'eiliker Abaye died, but I know where der

“He knows where and when

Ceiliker Abaye lives!” Indeed, his students still know
‘Reb Boruch Ber, very much alive today in his

- great and ’eilike seforim. For them, reminiscences

are out of place.

" Russians . . . Lomza, at last!
. We visited the Lichtensteins and found them heavily -
-/ bruised and bandaged. “We did not listen to your
- Rebbe’s advice,” Mr. Lichtenstein explained. Up
antil Zambrow they only rode, but they could not -
find a ride for the last stretch to Lomza—so they
~walked., The Germans stopped them. They gave
- the younger man a club and ordered him to beat the
- elder. He refused, explaining that he was the elder
~ man’s son, and he would never hit his father.
~'The Germans beat him until the father ordered the
-son to fulfill their command. The son relented, but
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" lation, ‘
If in his generation, when Jewish youth only began to

/.~ 'TO TURN THE MANY TO RIGHTEOUSNESS (MEZAKE HO-

RABIM ) —q chapter from “Madregas Ho'odom,”
by Rabbi Joseph Hurvitz, translated by Shragai
- Silverstein (New York, 1970; Feldheim, $2.00)

This latest addition to Feldheim Publishers’ “Torah

. Classics Library” is only a slim volume. Yet if it reaches

" even a mere fraction of the reading public that it de- g

serves, it will have a most powerful impact. One would
~indeed be hard put to think of any tract more relevant
-to the conditions of present-day Jewish life-than the
" _essay here presented.

- It is the last chapter of the author’s “Madregas -
"Hoodom,”

. before his death, as a sort of summing up of all that
- he had taught and labored for throughout his life. One
“of the founders and moulders of the modern Mussar

- -movement, “Der Alter fun Navardok,” as he was

" known, contributed to it above all else the emphasis :

" that the self-perfection of the individual, and his dedi- <

- ~cation to G-d’s service, must express itself and cul-

and he arranged for its publication shortly

‘minate in his work for the community. The army of
~disciples that he raised, and the string of “Beth
~Joseph” Yeshivos that they built in Europe and, Jater,

- :in America and Eretz Yisroel, bear witness to the .
o success of his teachings—so cogently summarized in
~ . the essay before us. -
A short introduction by his son-m-law Reb Avra-

_-:-'_--hom Jofen, of sainted memory, expresses the belief
- -that, in publishing this essay with an English trans-
“we are carrying out the will of our master.

be lost, and when parents by and large were still ob-

- serving the mitzvos, he felt the obligation, for himself -
~and his disciples, to give one’s life to save youth from -
‘the currents of meaninglessness and anarchy, how -

* . vastly greater is this obligation in our age when the

- parents of yore are gone and their place has been taken

* by children who have grown up without either Torah

- or Derech Eretz, and who now serve as the leaders and

-~ guides for our time.” Thus the need to restate clearly

.~ .the natore of the obligation we all have to help tumn
- others—and particularly our youth—to a life of right-
-~ eousness, of Torgh and mitzvos.

To be sure, this essay is not just a call to us 0

“-concern oursclves with the education of the young.

‘Emphasizing that “lack of familiarity with the various .

" ramifications of this particular aspect of Divine service”
. leads many Brei Torah to seek rationalizations for

' :_' evading it, the author strives to clarify the entire sub-

“ject, and the various misconceptions surrounding it, by

L _The Jéwish Observer / December, 1970

T raisifige-and answering=ten basic questions.. Can one -
- relegate the responsibility for chinuch to the outstanding
-personalities -in the age? ‘Can one plead the demands
- of self-improvement? Are there .any valid reasons for
©-exempting oneself from this work? What are the limits - -
- of one’s obligations—financial, practical, or other? How ™ "
-‘can and should one prepare for this work? What, in -

detail, does it demand? And how effective can it be? :

" These are some of the issues the author analyzes

As can be seen, he addresses his remarks in parnc—-'. '

- ular to the students and scholars of Torah, whom he -
tries to alert to the responsibility resting upon them.
-There certainly exists a grave need to reiteraté -this = -

point. But this essay also carries a message for all =

" men and women in the Torah community at large to - -
be on the lookout for ways and means of serving, . -
“each in his way, the cause of Torah education. It
-can only be hoped that, thanks to the publishers who .~

have made this a most attractive volume, and to ‘the

" translator, Shragai Silverstein, who deserves the high-
- est praise for his work, the author’s words will have .-

the widest possible impact on Jewish life.

-~ ANCIENT POTTERY OF THE HOLY LAND, by Ruth Amiran o

(1970, Rutgers University Press, $20.00)

.. This volume, in over one hundred plates and hun- ~ .
- dreds of photographs, secks to present the main types &
" of domestic pottery found in Eretz Yisroel down to-
the end of the Iron Age (about the time of the destruc- 7.7
‘tion of the first Bais Hamikdosh). Of value primarily -~
“to the specialist, Mrs. Amiran’s work shows that the .-
~'pottery found in the Holy Land was functional rather
than elaborately luxurious, like that of some other .=
" cultures, and reflected at the same time the trade con- . - :

nections that existed at all times with other countries, -

‘The author stresses that her system of classifying the = < :
“wartous types of pottery found is S
-+ -deep reflection,” an inevitable acknowledgement of the -

subjectivity inherent in dating and grouping pottery -

finds—and, this reviewer would like to add—in basing .-
- chronological and general historical conclusions om -+
. them. : o

_ THE ROYAL REACH, by Rabbz Norman Lamm (New =

York 1970, Feldheim, $6.95)

This volume is a collection of lectures and essays -

by Rabbi Lamm which span a wide range of major. =
subjects and demonstrate the author’s ability to present (-
- fundamental and often difficult ideas in a most readable ~ -7
and persuasive manner. Rabbi Lamm tackles many of =~
" ‘the issues that Ioom largest on the contemporary scene, .
- clarifying them in the light of Torah teachings. Some - -
of his interpretations of Rabbinic sources are question- - -
. “able (e.g. the passage from Shabbos 112b, on p. 38, *.

“subject to further .-
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‘the Zohar to Mishpotim, p. 74, or Dinah de Mald, p.

'/121), and this reviewer is wondering whether Rabbi
-~ Lamm had looked up the Midrash about Moshiach be-

~ fore using it the way he did (p. 199). More important,
“his repeated plea for “modern orthodoxy,” as he
- understands if, must be questioned; incidentally, it
- leads the author, as a firm believer in the philosophy
of synthesis, to present Yeshiva University as “the

o -highest expression of this point of view,” (p. 53) with-
. wout coming to grips at all with the immense problem

" raised by the philosophy and its application at Yeshiva
- Umversﬁy

But, by and large, the author’s perceptive treatment
" of such subjects as freedom and authority, love, mar-
- riage, and morality, and many others, make this volume
a valuable tool in interpreting Jewish values to those

- far from us,

ONE MAN’S JUDAISM, by Rabbi Emanuel Rackman
(New York, 1970, Philosophical Library, $8.95)

. _Dr. Rackman has undertaken to collect in this
- volume many of his most basic articles and studies, ar-
ranging them under such headings as The Scope and

L “the Methodology of the Law, Isracl’s Sancta, and The

Contemporary Scene. Though his book was not in-

tended as a syStematic -presentation of the author’s
_belief and practice, it does indeed possess a unity .of
its own, as it manifests:a coherent and consistent ap-
proach to the Jewish heritage. This approach is charac-

" terized by Dr. Rackman’s truly profound dedication
<" to Torah Judaism—as he understands and interprets it.
. The Jewish Observer has found it necessary on various

occasions in the past to point out the unacceptability
‘of many of Dr. Rackman’s most basic theses, and it
~is unnecessary to reiterate the points then made (cf.
Jewish Observer, June 1964 and June 1970). The

- present volume conveniently gathers in one place the

- -various articles upon which the criticism was based,

..and clearly shows how far Dr. Rackman’s views are
- from authentic Torah tradition.

" DAUGHTER OF ISRAEL, Laws of Family Purity, prepared

. by Kalman Kahana, with English translation by
- Leonary Oschry (Jerusalem, 1970; Feldheim
Publishers, $2.95)

This compendium of the laws of Family Purity was
~compiled a number of years ago by Rabbi Kalman
- Kahana, who obtained at that time the approval of the

Chazon Ish for his work, Its publication with an Eng-
~Tish translation is most welcome. Even though a num-

We Announce the publication of the
. first English Edition of the famous

- _HIRSCH SIDDUR
5n1v7 mbvran mi1v

It gives us great satisfaction indeed to erown
‘our publication-series of works by Rabbi
Samson Raphael Hirseh and his school with
“that of his Siddur which, for a great many
" years, has enjoyed widespread
- amongst European Jewry in its original German
 edition, It therefore is a privilege to make it
accessible now alse to the English-speaking
"~ Jewish public. o
The “Hirsch Siddur” is available from the
:publisher and the Jewish ]mokstores at the
~ price of $9.75.
" Also available in a genume leather padded
.de luxe edition, boxed, gold edged — $£25.00.

 PHILIPP FELDHEIM, Inc.
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by Dr. Berpard Home $1.25
JUST PUBLISHED under the auspices of the
Association of Orthodox Jewish Scientists

: THE ORAL LAW -

A study of the Rabbinic confribution to Torah She'be- u!-pel‘! -

By HARRY C, SCHIMMEL $5.00
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.ma}or contﬂbutt{)n o ‘theé field; ‘of artlculat interest:
is ‘the appendxx (in" Hebrew)  clarifying some. of ‘the
Halachlc issues in: more'detaﬂ “The English: translatzon ;
is not always as ‘smooth or clear ascould be desired; =
for“example; there: could surely be a better: rendenng‘ e
of “hefsek. taharoh” t conclusion in purity.” When:
o new edition will become - titdessary, the. opportumty

; --'should be taken to 1mprove the Engllsh text e

-chevra -;'Ka_dlsha 'Perushlm - shkenazlm--
_ OF JERUSALEM
-  Founded 5616 (1856
| PINCUS MANDEL, sole representativ

'Over 19 yeurs exper:ene

S :niermeni in all puris of Eretr Yasrqe

. ___DON’T GET MARmED!-_'_._; fE

2o DON'T 'MAKE A-BAR MiTIVAH OR A SIMCHA

7 bokors SEEING
/Our outstanding line of
/ . HEBREW & ENGLISH -

RAISED OR COPPEPF’LATE ENGRAV

| INV‘TAT[ONS v T | Sl .Agudah Member—-over 42 years

CLOWESY PRICES b\ X S I o -Charfer Member. Brownsv;lle Brancb
N iresy srvies f ) AN g i rov 5

. _ : RESERVE: THE DATE:
GOLDSTEIN PRESS ' T SUNDAY, MARCH 7/
OFFSET ON PREMISES el : 49m ANNIVERSARY . DINNER

60Z- 16th AVENUE  SFOOKLYN, N.Y. 11204 § SR i '_fﬁ of 'AGUDATH ISRAEL: OF AMERICA
e dt the COMMODO"RE HOTEL Manhattan

T GPEN summvg o OUT DF TOWN ‘ORDE PROMPTEY TAKEN CARE OF .

EER Au’udath Isarel s ﬁghtmfr agamst formldab]e od&s 10 IEdll‘OCt the mdlvadual and natmnal Iems .
'-to Torah R .

= j:.a revolutmn on the Arniericaii- J ewish scene: .
e g resawakened, mdependent Oriliodoxy speakmg mth rhgmlty and v1gor on: all frﬁnts '
-%ihousands of youngsters mspued w1th loyalty to. Gedolel Torah, gulded to product:ve mvolvement'
“aetivists; - S o
‘major- gams Won for Yeshlvos e at ail }evels of government w-mvoimng mlllmns of dollars. i
i and more . - : L . P dr :
S You' makc t}ns batﬂe for gonmne Torah all the more ef?ectwe w!aen you pay Four: natlonal membershlp :
dues You jdentify with our struggle. You become a living partner in-our achievements. ~ .- : :
e National memhéiship dues for the current year 5731 is $15, ]mt 1ts va}ue is: a thousandfold greater' '_
o -_imklng up wﬂ:h K’lal Ylsroels stmg ie 1o retam its: authenucxty S S

A@UDATH ISRAEL OF ‘AMERICA . T
= 5 Beekman S+ree+ New York Cdy 10033

i i accepi' your mvﬁahon ‘}o become a pariner h: a isvmg Orihodoxy Pleasa Fnd my $I5 check 'For rlahona]
membershrp-wanc!osed : e ety e

NAME.. .
 ADDRESS.. o e e : P s 8
mu:Immn|umumu||m;nnmmmmlmmnmm|mm|mm|mmuum||mmunmmummmm|lum||mm||m:;uumnmmmu :

The. Jewrsh Ob.s'erver' TE Decembe' 1970 e




KOSHER

Emplré_

. POULTRY

Soaked & Salted

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congre-
gations of America. Inspected for
.. -wholesomeness by the U.S. Dept
Agncuiture

 SOLD COAST-TO.COAST -
| The Most Trusted Name
- in Kosher Pou!try

Cieaned Fresh Ev;scerated

o _READY—TO-COOK L
““Fresh and Fresh-Frozen =~
N Supervised -and -endorsed by The .- -

i gm,,,m Kosher Puu!t;’y, Inc., Misfintown, Pa. 17059

: GOLD STRIFE .
: 1000 PERSONALIZED NAME *
- AND ADDRESS LABELS
.. PRICE §1.00
" ¥our nare-or any nhame and address
“printed in black ink on finest quality
““gqummed . paper in handy pad form,
—Save time. Use on envelopes, letiers,
- postcards, ete. — Size 2" x 3/4".
- Plastic Storage ‘Box - Included.
L. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

“Send “All Orders fo:
WIGDER

as Mcin St Monsey. N. Y. msz

.Sees Too Many “Sheldons” i

-To the Editor: %
~Your recent article “Have - You'.
: '.'Seen My Sheldon” which once again
~“emphasizes the dangers of going to
. college, spurs me to write to.you:
' “again. It is certainly true that c¢ases.
" -such as the one depicted occur and © -
" “that -the type of parental influence .-
‘- illustrated is a causative  factor. -
~However, one must wonder how it =~
is possible that one year of college
can undo the effects of twelve or .
~'more “years of Yeshiva ‘education; "
Maybe this would occur less fre-
“-quently if our Yeshivos -were to .
“concentrate on giving their students
a Derech in living, even if this takes -~
some time from their emphasis on -
a Derech in learning. Would it not -

be befter in our present environ-

present situation has shown that

‘'students who sit and learn for many
- years, who are completely isclated
~from the non-Yeshiva world, do not
" necessarily develop the Hashkofoh -7
“needed to combat outside influences .-
~when they leave the protection of .
- ~their Yeshiva. Indeed in many cases,

-they are more susceptible .than -
~those who have becn continucusly

- in touch with the secular world. Let . -
-us hope our Roshei Yeshiva take
- the ‘necessary steps to alleviate ' this
' sitnation.

Dr. EricH ERLBACH
" New York City -

~he spent in'the Yeshiva . _
~author telling us that Yeshwa eda- -
_ “--cation has so littlé staying power? -
. -~ment to teach more Hashkofoh, to 7.

- iscuss and combat the liberal and -
- -immoral climate in the outside
~~world, and to produce a generation -
““that is..committed to the -Torah
in action as well as in learning. The -

To the Editor:"

-1 found -_yo'uf f)iééé j.‘:‘Ha've’-:Y.ot.l'

' Seen:My Sheldon?” (October 1970)
-‘entertaining, but -quite . disturbing. -
“Apparently, the author is attempting

to illustrate the hazards' of going

to college. T found ‘the eﬁort coun-

- ter-productive.

< First' of atl, hlgher educatlon i
: -a_fact-ofuhfe in-most -circles today. =~

. The:problem is not if ‘to deal with -~
--_'lt but kow to deal with it. L
- Second of all, Shefdoncs qulc}c' e
‘change from :the - Rosh . Yeshiva's -

_boy to Professor Hartman’s darling

is hardly a credit to the twelve years
. Is the

- CHAIM ISRAEL;"

| .EdltOIS Reply

In the last episode of Sheldon 5 -.

- adventures his mother mmplazm
_that he is under the influence of “a
o professor, Dr. Hartman, in graduate
““school.” In the previous episode he
“was completing his high school edu-
“cation. Five -years elapsed between
“these two incidents, and boyvs un-
deniably undergo changes between .
~the years of seventeen and twenty-
- two—especially “Sheldons” who are
- $o free and fierce with their loyalties.
-« No yeshiva can -completely -edu-~ .
-cate its students in twelve years, as .
- Sheldon’s Rosh Yeshiva—and most .=
others—would be .quick to admit. -~
(“He told -us :Sheldon .might .be . .

" “The' Jewish Observer § December, 1970

v Doesn’t See “Sheldon” . "

Kew Gardens N. Y S




year old “against exposure 10 an en-_
3'iwronment hostde to Torah as a way

. " make “the __znﬂuence 2 of :its atmos-

“of Tife ihat is so much a part of the

. college. 'scerie today. ‘College “may = §. =
“indeed .be a faci-of-life” for many . fe -
“yeshiva  boys, “but that ~does -not -

" phere or its moré charismatic in="

' striictors less of ‘a problem to-con- "

s as hzgk as 50%, )

o Certain’ el’emem‘s 0)‘ prepamt:on{": | B
':j._--for the college experience could be - |
. incorporated into the (Y eshiva cur< |
s other letters .on this. "}
: :;-There are other

possible ‘approaches to - protecting -
o the Yeshiva student fr‘bm'hosrile in=oo

o vieul,
pagé point ‘out

- fluences;  stich asencouraging him .

" to ‘devote a year of two completely” | Central Heating, Private
St Torah study; 1o enroll insévens: 7 7 Telephone ahd Bathroom, )
~ing ‘sessions several nights-a week, - f - o PO
. while spending two sessions daly in: .
- the Yeshiva; 1o select those schools

- tend with. (A4 recent meeting of the
2o Women's Branch-of the UOJC was—
“told cthat . the “defection” Fate from:
- Jewishness on the college campuses

Central Hot_el Jerusalem

6 PINNES ST DAVIDKA 5Q.
Cen-l-ruliy !oca-l-ed — Close io ihe Holy Pluces

;ansr
:cLAss
HOTEL

-_;-77 Beauh!u!hr Furmshed
1 - Rooms wdiAjrcondition, |

':_._Pos 1351

SYNAGOGUE and MIKVA -

]’11“1):"1 » 1*':‘:-”:5 'w::

TWO RESTAURANTS
_Dmry & Meat -

'._-sxcmém '_jcu:smg e

- Superiol Serviee -

_“and programs that “have a wiore’

i business-like - approach : to [ their v}
- studies, and “have ‘g more -conser~ -}

T vative type of ‘faculty and student- |

5o body; 1o re<think the entiré concept
sof college “as mandatory for -the - .1 -

" formation -of the “complete Tew” SR DR

¥ the succpwfui bread-winwner. ALl -

i ambegy

“:-" 147 W. 4278t New York, N, Y. (Suite 1111)

" of these topics have been discussed A

“dn previous issues of THE' CTEWISH o

S OBSI‘RVFR

I anv cave n‘ B

‘the artzcle was productwe
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TRADIT!ON PERSONNEL AGENCY G
' “At Your Semce With All Your Ernpioyment Needs

“Neéd A’ Shormer Shabbos Job? %
Lookmg ‘For A Shomer - Shabbios - Person?

For Fast, Effxcnent and Courteous Serwce e

Open Monday mght by appountment only

Tel.: znnf

: Beauhful Hu
for Celebraﬂons e
up fo 1000 p op

J GRUENEBAUM '
The Mdnngemen'l'

563-3994

e Sheldow i
Imtmted Hiow well—meanmg parents
can - only” expose their children to . ;
- different currents in- life,: but “can= -

. “not control ‘their flow; How boys of -
L seventeen still undergo change; how'
Lo va Yeshiva eddcation isindeed not
. complete after _twelve years; and
“how - parents who' assume otherwise
“do -viot fulfill ‘their parental -obliga~"
ion 1o their children-—then perhaps =~

1l :'Announces.. j B
“With 4 feeling of Responsnbahty and Personal V:gzlance wé make aIl nebesan
arrangements - for -BURIAL IN: MEDINAT - YISRAEL :at- ALL.-cemeteris
-__ZEverythmg is done with. the preatest exachtude and accordmg 10 Sew:sh Law

SOLOMON SHOULSON

!SRAEL !NTERM ENTS

IVERSIDE MEMORIAL GHAPEL INC.

76*!: Sireei & Amsterdam Avenue. NoY.C.
' SHLOMO SHOULSON

Durecfors e

Chapels Troughout New York M:amx Beach & M:amx '. i

Te! EN 2-6600

“ CARL GROSSBERG i




Noted W:th Comment

3Dear Ed;tor

‘this' is - apparently the same Ehud

of ‘the - Bntash and thus ferminated

and Eastern Europe.

' jiMr Ehud Avriel

ShulsmgerBras., Im:

PR!NTERS W PUBLISHERS S

Z'I East‘!fh Street
New York N Y. 30003

GR 5. 3637 -

/95/1,% ;/

MIRRER vEsmvn,--mau____cﬂooL |

__-_;!.Errzns commusn ::

“The JUIy edmon of the Observer,-" S IR,
in the section “NOTED WITHOUT .| -
COMMENT,” contains a paragraph

“entitled “I will leave Israel.” In it
“we tead Jof the mdlgnatlon of an
“Ehud Avriel. He is perturbed about -

the -new ‘law in- Israel which gives .
‘a (somewhat) religious criterion for
Jewish Nationality, and consequen- . |-
-tially threatens to leave Israel ina

It -ma;y be‘ 'df interest 't'o you th'at. ._ ;
‘Avriel against whom Joel Brand tes-

‘tified -at -the Kastner trial, in Jeru- | 2
salem, - 1954. " According ‘to Mr,

ANNOUNCES *

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS
g for FALL of 1971

s owill beheld
SUNDAY JANUARY 'IO 1971
“at 2:00 P.M :
oo cat'the
- Morris’ Morgens'l'ern S
l-hgh School of errer Yeshwa :
1795 Ocean Parkway, cor. Avenue R & " Brooklyn,. N Y 11223"_.

Call NI 5-0535 or ES 5-077']
-or write for applications -

: ' SPECIAL ‘NOTE TO -ADVANCED “GEMORA STUDEN’I'S.--' ’I -

" A special advanced Gemorah Class similiar to the _
‘one being conducted ~successfully this year -has
--been formed. Those interested call .immediately. -

Brand’s ‘testimony, it seems that ::_..;-
‘Avriel ‘delivered him into the hands - = -

- 'his rescue mission -on behalf of one =
~million -doomed Jews -of Hungary - -

It is honed ‘that a posmve result o
_-of the new “Who is a Jew” legisla- -
“rtion- will be - the - speedy exodus of |

“SavL NEWMAN e

SCHECHTER & HIRSCH'S |

= LGN =

. ENYIRE OCEANFRONT BLOCK — 371h te 38th St. MIAMI BEACH
...is a GREAT Kosher Hotel — you'll love .it! 1

* DiAL For Reservations Speck to .~ - _
miami SAM SCHECHTER FREE PARKING .

BEACH 800 327- 8165 PRIVATE POOL -

AND
FREE' Or Call N.Y. Off: PL 7-4238 4 SANDY BEACH .
Evenings & Sunday FA 7-1742 - _

' ':‘-:-M?esivta Zichron"- Meilech'-of' "EaStérn :__.ParkWay b

418 East 45th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11203+

_i HIGH SCHOOL ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS

e Rabbeylm Gedolei Toral-t and ‘Mashpiyem _» Talmidim who have aﬂamed excef!ence' :
in-Torah learning and Yiras Shomayim s Special classes . for exceptional . students .

4697740
~ Anncunce that . '

will ‘be given -

Sunday. Jahuury 24,197, "ct'l' 2 00 P M
- THE "MESIVTA

* Daily Minyan & Night Seder . ¢+ Beis Medrash and Kollel' ¢ Dormitory & Kitchen .

Facilities * Gymnasium ¢ Licensed Migh Schocl Teachers  Four year Math curricufum .} -
- » Full science curriculum offered in New Science Lob . « Modern lariguages—Hebrew :
‘and French ¢ Varied levels through the grac{es 10 meet the needs of individual students =
. L:brary

RABBl LEIB PINTER

_ RABBI MORDECHAI WE!NBERG

The Jewish Observer -/"l)'ecembei','-IS.P'?b' i




< yiston of the Union of Orthodox’ '_
- -Jewish Cong:egalxons s, Guvem

hen arrangmg:; oF _your nexta :
ip be sure, ‘request “‘Schreiber <

Foun&e& 1856

BUR!AL IN JERUSALEM

:._'_"?repared under Rabhmucal super . g
o :Z_AND ALL CEMETERIES IN ._ISRAEL'

- 'ment lnspected

society

‘44 CANAL: ST S
NEW YORK CITY 10002

. Gla!l Koﬂaer S'IIS

_ Sber

o Kosher Airline Caterers T
9024 ?emrnva ; BTy, K Y.11236 Phone: (2121272 Biﬂ e

':E Broadway S':a

Dav & Nltc Phnne -
WA 5-2277

:";r_maalm Bakobesh :i-. T

-'F" Tram i

Socml Servwes and the

“State Depart

< clothing me

ill ‘be made -5 ordmg'

es%ablashed siandar

temporary
- home for.

S Conadas -
Clzevrd Kudlshe
cf um'}ed Jewush Congreguhons

! T Momeul Tel- 273-3211
-j- w:ll conimue io reuch yon. R T

--_Movmm |
Be sure’ io no'hfy us m :
ud\runce so -Hm{- your copaes-

- three’ g;ﬂ‘ subscnp-'

'THE ]EWISH TlMES

_A WE{KLY NEWSLETTER FOR THE TH!NKING JEW "

' ; THE JEWISH TIMES

with-“$10 - for your e :
3“'_'annual$subscrlptlgn ol 303 W 42ND ST New YORK CrrY 1(3038

: '--hons ~= only $'f8 v Enclosed please ﬁnd $ ﬂ;..f:ox"': : :"

C 7 and mail to 3
i Nﬂmﬁ
: THE ]EWISH TIMES 3
303 "West -42nd Skreet 1 Addrec:q

:..:_'New York City 'l 0033

AND ;:GET',-';NFORA'«_J_ED! C‘ty

ANNOUNCING -

- HILCHOS “SHABBOS - :
HALACHOS or THE Eru

: .-.'.'of greufesf vafue “on
[ icom:-Scenel -
i w.!ew:siu Observer June,

§ A very :mpo:l‘anf ne"
: clear o

VorLune I oF

HALACHOS OF. SHABBOS
oo 1 BRGLISH (108 pagss)

by RABBI. SHIMON EIDER
- Comprehensive o :

Deals with pmcttcal haldchah
sinmodern circumsiances

:.- Avaﬂab]e i Hebrew  Book S fote

2 for $3:00%;

S or wrzte ‘the Hnthor:
-I’OB 162 Lakewood NJ 078

'y
Also avmlab[e. :

_'r.-j'HALACHos ‘OF ‘SHABBO
: __VOLUME 1 «-—»-$2 50*

“An Intreduction 1o

$250* e

Jprecise!’

e i _Z sTorah: Umesorah'News!eHe
o When ordéering from ke ‘authot
o oadd 25¢ per, book:-for postase an
ook Chandling. =~ ORly pre-paid: orders
s SPECIAL RATES FOR BULK ORDERS

oA nthioritari




SUNDATS
FAMILY DINKER -

S'fv -
6r0B pecple
2 WHOLE LARBECUED Ty

x (Hi(I(EHS '
¥ KNISHES -

rpra
BakAl

_"YOUR PERSONAL § CHEF"

79' LYDIG AVE.
Tt Sornes e g SpLttie Yoomg farsi}
g ?ﬂﬁl»oslsw;lmmmmn

WE DELIVER CALL 931-2900 -

CHICKEN

MONDAT’S
PARTY PACKAGE

Tyes
6 to 8 Peop!‘

lc-wunu FRIEE,

1-CHICKEN

WITH PURCHASE OF S350 on MOIE
HOBUCTS” DMLY

IN “MEAL MAKY PR

IChickun, Conned Products or

Fruvizions net Ingluded)

POOK VP TOUX FRELrES

" SERVICES ARRANGED IN
"~ YOUR COMMUNITY

Norman L. ..Jéffér

Inc. k
- Brooklyn. s " Phone UL 3-4000

" Mikvah under Suporvision of
“Bikir Cholim' of Bere Park

) tMVMMﬁMNMMmMW!hMAm *

. .:2 “Thie of Poblication The Jew;sh Observer

A Frequmcv F “ssises - Monfh!y, excep'r Augusf'.' sl
and September - :

'_'4 tocation “of - Knﬁwn Off'ce of Publ:cahon' 5-_:'-. -
“.Beekman -Strest, New York, N.- Y. 10038 .

BOMMUNITY GHAPELS

471"1 Siree§ % Fi. HEMIH’OH Parl:way L

-ZELMAN STUDIOS

- “For the finest in creative

color photography

“The most recommended
name in fine photography”

623 Cortelyou Road =

{off Ocean Parkway)

Brooklyn, N. Y. 11218

Tel. 633.5500

~Florida Resident Wishes to Sell
B'uriu! Plot of 6 Graves at
“RIVERSIDE CEMETERY
'ROCHELLE PARK, N. J.'

- for $750,00

Wrrfe' Box 44-0 The Jewish’ Observar E

HELP

yourself . . .

to the products and services -
“advertised in our pages ... -

by telling our advertisers -
- you saw their message in R
- The Jewish Observer

'hng Octobar 119

5 Location of $he Headquarfers oF Genera! Busa-

‘ness  Office of -the Publishers . (Not Prmfers) -9

~Beekman Street, New York, N.'Y, og3s

_--6 Narmes and Addresses of Pubt isher, Edsior and :
- Managing - Editor: FubhsherwAgudafh Israel of
- America; Che. Ediforial Board—Br, Erngt L. Ba-
'denhezme?. 5 Beekman Street, N.Y.C.; Managing

Editor—Rabbi Nisson Woipm 5 Beekman Sfreei

TONY.CL le0z -

L7, Owner {1f orwned by & corporahon. ﬁs name.
-and address must be stated and also immediate.

Iy thereunder the names and addresses of stock-

holders owning or holding | percent or more of -

fotal amount of stock. If not-owned by a2 core

* poration, the names and addrésses of the indi-
" vidual owners must be  given. If owned by a
" “parfnership or other unincorporated firm, its name

and address, as well as that of each individual

‘must be given.) Agudath -lsrael .of America, &
. Beekman -Sfrnef,._New York,.N. Y. 10038

- -8. Known .Bondholders, - Mortgagees, and other
- ~Security Holders Owning or Holding | Percent or

.. More of Total Amount of Bonds, Mortgages or
- other Secunhes Naone

9. For CTomplefion by Nonproﬂ Orgaruzahons'
“ ‘Authorized to Mail at -Special Rates (Section
. 132,122, Postal ‘Manual} The purpose, function,

and nonprof’f status of this orgamzahon and the

exempt sfatus for Federal income tax purposes
- “fx] Have not changed during preceding {2 months,

10, This item must be completed for all publica- .
. ‘tions except those which do not carry advertising
.other than the publishet’s own and which are
~ named in sections 132,231, 132,232, and 132,733,

‘Postal Manual. (Sections 4355a, 4355k, and 4356 of
Title 19, United 5tates Code). A. Total No. Copies.

"Printed (Met Press Run}: Average Mo, Copies Each
Issue During Preceding [2 Months, 14,000, Actual
. Number of Copies of Single lssue Published:

Nearest to Filing Date, 13,250, B. Paid Circulation
1, Sales through dealers -and carriers, street ven-

“"dars and counter sales: avetage no. topies each.

issue during preceding 12 months, 10,500, actual

. .number of copies of single issue published nearest
1o filing date, 9,700; 2. Mail subscriptions: average-

" ho. copies each fssue during preceding 12 months,

. :3,000; actual number of copies of single issue-
.. -published nearest to filing date, 3,042, C. Total
(paid circulation: average no. copies each issup- -

- during preceding 12 months, 13,500; actual number
of copies of single .issue published nearest to.

filing date, 12,750, D. Free distribution {incleding

' ‘samples) by mail, carrier or other means: average: -
" no. coples each jssue during preceding 12 months,
250; actual number of copies of single issue- - .

nearest fo filing date, 250, E. Total Distribution

{Summ of C and D): average no. coples each _:- :
"issue during preceéding -12 months, 13,750; actual

number of copies of single issue published nearest-

" to filing date, 13,000, F. Office use, laft-over, un. .

acccun!ed, sponled after - printing: aversge no.

: -coples sach Issue during’ precequ 2 mon!hs, '_ o
©.250; actual number of copies of single issue.

published nearest to filing daté, 250 G, Teotal

{Sum of E and F—sheuld equal net press rum
~shown in A): average no. copies each issue during-
-;:receding 12 months, [4,000; actual number of
. copies of single issue published nearest to fiking-
Cdate, 13,250,

1 cerhfy that ﬂve staiements made by me abova~ '_

‘’are correct and complete.

-Agudath Israel of America -
Rabbi Mashe Sherer. Execuhve Pres:den!
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. the -alleged sake of - making “Fuddism’
. more a!tractwe and : palatable” for the__
v -masses can only be s»lf defeatmg

; '_inbservance as ‘x ma]xgnancy “that -eaty:

©away at the heart of Juadism  Attempts

Ctowater down réligiolls observance  for

The noted scholat cai]ed for"‘totat

commitment -6 TForah “law s the ‘sole -
~puarantor of ‘the survival of the Jew as::

' an- individual, of ‘the Yewish people ‘asa

U nation, und cof Tsrael as d land ‘of the
U Tews. - All " Orthodox - Jews ' 'should “unite
o ander the bannér of the Agudath Israei .
. thovement “as that ‘organizitional vehicle
Torgh - leaders - depend -upon~ 10 repre- s

L sent Orthodox interests.”

* The - sesston’ whtch was held i thc'.'-
o -.__:md;tonum of ~ North - Eastern - Tlinois -
o College -was - opened “with: greetifigs by
7 Rabbi Abraham -Chain  Levin, dédn -of -
and owag oo
“‘chaired by Rabb: Shmuei Bioom of

: “Chicago’s: - Telshe - Yeshiva, -

o St Loms

-7 Moshe - Sherer;

Agudath - Israel " of - America, ~declared :
" ‘that “Torah powér has wrought a mi-
I raculous transformation on the American =/
"' Jewish scene. Orthodoxy has come alive,
T-and by asserting -its - independence,. has . -._'_:_Chlca:go, who ._e_xp}_ored _gew avenues ..of '_'expandmg Agudath
o reaching -out to the -estranged youth,to . . .

‘.~ 'save thern and their oﬁ'sprmg for JeWIsh o

<o hegah -f0 -conguer iiew territories for o
'fu!]-biooded authentzc Judazsm '

Rabbr szte: Speak.s at Sess:on i

The - three-day - pariey “which " dortis -
-'3menced over the Thanksgiving weekeénd, =
o was attefided by deleganom -of ‘rabbinic'-
*-and Jay :activists from -Chicago, -Cleves =

~“land,: Detroit,” ~and - St. - Louis. ~A major
":epeaker at “the ‘confab was the dean of
the' Telshé Yeshiva : of ‘Wickliffe, Ohio;

"Rabbi “Mordechai ~Gifter; who asserted

“that ~“Agudath” ‘Tsrael, by proclaiming

_:_:'.-".dlsc1p!med sllegiance 1o the “Torah au- -
- thorities .as 'the policy-makers ‘in Jewish

Speakmg at the same qesmon,_Rabbr_-:'."-_.
executive - president “of T

'.'.._'_-_llfe ‘hasperformed - the- historic ‘servies’

. of "placing -the Jewish people on- ahgn—'-’-f-'
-ment-with the eteriial values 6f Tudaism>

bserver./ De cember, 1970

‘Cleveland; * Rabbi e
- New York; Rabbi Tsasc Small, Chicago;. . =i
".’Rabbn Yltzchok Mondrow1tz, : Chlcago, .:-

‘Reachmg Out” Explared

: -’I"hé' Cenvantnons opemng

< ‘Rabbi Nachman Bu!man, of Far Rocka-
Cwiy, and Rabbi -Chaim - Dev Keller; of -

S -lwmg

Among the speakers “and chamnen At
-_-..the Conveittiori ‘who extended greetings - -
- -and " ‘participated  in- ‘workshops on-a -
series wof ‘projects in - coping with Jewish [/
“problems-in the United States, Tsrael and -
" Rabbi -Eshia Twersky, 'Chicago; -Rabbi ./~
“Letzer - Levin, - Detroit; . :
' Nayman; Chicago; Rabbi Chaskel Grub-
“tier; Detroit: Rabbi N, H. Baron, Wick< "
~Jiffe; Rabbi ‘Chaim- Schmeltzer, Chicago:” < ™
~Rabbi  Eshin " Twersky, - Chicago; - Rabbi
:Simcha'Lyons, St. Lotis; Gershon Adler;: .

-Boruch - Borchardt, -_-pansmn of Agudath Israel’s program of

Rabbi

: _'-Rabb'i _Moshe _Fer'nstem-a'ddr'ess'ingz"key'nore--sé;v.viéﬁ of ‘convention

session T
“featured | a  fascinating  exchange o be-

tween two - eminent Orthodox - thinkers,” . 3'adopted ‘a §eries -of resolutions o 1ift

" the -Jevels of -Jewish chservance if{
" Midwestern’ fegion :in- general and ont

o respecuve corhmun:t:es A special youth-
“Lubinsky of _New Yorka _1'

Yaakov zation, mapped ‘out-plans on st

Jing Agudnst youth 'ICthiItleS i

T 656;5}1 Bdi‘e'n'st'e.'iri.',‘ 'Dé'tr.o. : Jose
“enson, New York “and Jul:us Klugmann
New York.: :

“The Conventlon at 1ts closmg ‘session;

-session, - hieaded by - - Rabbi-*Menathem

west
Acwrdmg to observers, the

- grass-roots "of American Jewry.: i




saloveitchik-/ R' Chaim Oter Girodienski / R Eliezer Gordon /
R ‘Maier Shapire f R’ Iser  Zalmen' Meltzer */ R’ Yoseph
E Chay;m Sonnenfeld 7 R “Elchsnon: Wasserman / ﬂwe Gerer
Rebbe / ﬂre Czorfkover Rebbe. - ‘ L

 SPECIAL OFFER
TO NEW SUSCRIBERS TO THE JEWISH OBSERVER

E NEW SUBSCRIPTION

: f-_}THE IEWISH OBSERVER . . -
5 B!:I‘KMAN STREET/NEW YoORE, N. "Y 10038

:'-:'*‘Z“’e -Please-send me a free gallery of portraits of
Gednlex Yisroel .. .- - S .
. [ﬁ} Serieq I ' _-:[j Series 'H.- =

1 _Name- NI

_.'.Address e

Zip

5 .'-:'ley Stato....

Ye%, here is ‘%5 for a new suchrlptton to your ihag-

" Sertes: E:mcludes por}ra:’rs of / ihe Chofeh Chalm / R' Chalm o

B The Gallery has been prepared in-a hmlted edition” especially for us by ART-SCROLL STUDIOS of New York
: : - and 1s avaﬂable for only $3.00 per foho

- Chazon l¢h 7 R" Eliezer Yehtida Finkel / R* Reuven’ Grozovsky / ©

“'R' Aharon ‘Kotler / R" Akiva -Schreiber -/ R' Yikechok Z'ev

g Soloveitchik'/ R* Zalman Soretzkin / R' Dov Berish Wetdem‘eld

o {Tshebmer Rav} / R' Menachem Z:emba

'-'For your par'h-uif quﬂery wrli-e POR‘!‘RA[‘!‘S c/c AGUDAH TORAH PUBLECA’!’IONS. 5 Beekman St New York C|§y 10038
e : und speclfy ‘Series !. Series 11, or both. Eaclose cllec!c or money order

TO OLD FRIENDS WHO ARE RENEW!NG for THREE YEARS
in addlhon to savmg three dollars an your subscr;ptlon paymg oniy ;
- $12.00 instead of $15.00, yow'li save another $3.00 when-— ..\

We Il rush you o Gallery of Portraits of Gedolei Y:sroe!
: - fa $3.00 value! Absolufeiy Frée .

S You May Choose Either SERIES 1 or SER!ES T '

RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION

"THE JEWISH OBSERVER SRR
5 BEEXMAN STREET/NEW YORK N.Y. 10038

- Yes,; 1 -will take advahtage -of ‘your- offer 10 save $6
Enciosed is-$12 for a _3-ycar reriewal, and please send -
‘me a free gdllery of portraits _of _Gedoléi Yisroel.

D Series T .'-'.'D:Scriéé'f{l"'_l -
| Address.
Gty State iZip

. .'Senes ll mc]udes porfrads of / +he Amshenover Rebbe / 'Phe e




