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second looks 
at the jewish scene 
Travels With Golda 

"Tlvo parts calculated press 
agentry, one part wishful thinking 
by a public that en;oys being fooled, 
and a sprinkling of genuine senti­
n1.ent." 
SOl\IE CLAIM this to be Mrs. Meir's 
recipe for in1age-projecting as a 
militantly concerned mother who is 
deeply involved in the welfare of 
her flock-Israel and all of Jewry. 

In following Mrs. Meir's travels 
fro111 White House official-do1n to 
New Yark and Miami Beach Bond­
dom and ca111pus cap-and-gowncry, 
her grandn1othcrly warmth and wis­
dom and very canny sense of tin1ing 
show son1c glaring inconsistencies, 
and lead one to wonder: 

-Do these discrepancies betray 
a calloused insincerity? 

-Or do Mrs. Meir's remarks of 
\Varn1th and religious feeling reflect 
111ore than a pinch of genuine senti­
ment-but a sentiment that is never 
examined for its fullest implications 
in terms of State policy? 

It is not for us to determine what 
goes on in the privacy of Mrs. 
Meir's heart, but we can exa1nine 
the policies and public actions of 
the head of State in the light of her 
pronouncements and pretensions; 
and we would ask her to participate 
in this san1e examination. 

Men1ories and Eternity 

MRS. J\1EIR as the personification 
of the eternity of Israel/the Jewish 
People was reflected in the highly 
emotional reception she was ac­
corded at Yeshiva University, where 
she received an honorary degree. 
The halls reverberated with the cry 
"Am Yisroel Chai!" (The Jewish 
People Live!) when she entered. 
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She shared with the assembled 
her recollections of her saintly 
grandfather who spent a score of 
years in the Czar's army without 
ever tasting a cooked meal-be­
cause of kashrus. Until the day he 
died, she said, he always slept with 
a stone in his pillow to atone for 
the possibility of perhaps having 
once defiled his lips with non-kosher 
food .... Am Israel Chai' 

Turning the itinerary back to the 
White House dinner that President 
and Mrs. Nixon hosted for Mrs. 
Meir and 120 prominent Jewish 
leaders, one finds that (in the words 
of JTA columnist Joseph Polakoff) 
they feasted on a "stunptuous non­
kosher 1neal including snapper, 
squab, and lvildrice. . . . Very few 
. . . did not partake of it." 

So Mrs. Meir conjures up the 
dear memory of her departed, 
saintly grandfather when it suits her. 
It would be advisable that she not 
forget the stone in his pillow. ]twas 
not "sumptuous non-kosher state 
dinners" that kept "Am Yisroel 
Chai"-neither in her native Kiev, 
nor in Jerusalem. 

Mrs. Meir is also reminded that if 
she is fiercely loyal to the Jewish 
people (in accordance with her 
understanding), it is in part because 
she remembers a stubborn grand­
father, his diet, and his stone. What 
is she giving her grandchildren to 
remember? What will prevent them 
from becoming Ehud Adiv's, who 
can stray so far, still believing they 
are keeping "Am Yisroel Chai"? 

nAni Ma'amin" 

BUT TO TOP all this hokum--or out­
pouring of genuine sentin1ent, if 

you will-one would have to stop 
in at the UJA dinner at the New 
York Hilton on March 6, where: 
Mrs. Meir joined the 3,000 dinner 
guests in singing ''Ani Ma'amin" (I 
Believe). The Israel Premier recall­
ed afterwards that the same song 
was sung by the rabbis as they 
acco1npanied children to the gas 
chambers during World War II . ... 

Referring to the situation of the 
.Teivs in the Soviet Union, Mrs. Meir 
said that this powerful government 
used all "its means" to force the 
Jewish people not to believe, but the 
Soviet .Tews "refused to give in." 
Sorne, she noted, even hid their 
Jewishness from their children, but 
went on saying "/ Believe." (Jew­
ish Telegraphic Agency) 

The gallant Soviet Jews, who in 
Mrs. Meir's reference persistt:d in 
saying "I believe)' to thc1nsclves, 
pierced the curtain of silence with 
their famous letter to Podgorny, 
pleading: "We religious Jews be­
lieve . ... There can be no Jevv 
lvithout belief . ... We want to go 
to Eretz Yisroel . ... We believe 
our prayers will reach the A/­
mighty . ... " The nature and in­
tensity of their belief is beyond 
question . 

When they do arrive in T srael 
they are faced with absorption 
policies that are designed to uproot 
them from the beliefs that had 
inspired them to speak out for 
aliyah in the first place. Mrs. Meir's 
Sar Haklitah (Minister of Absorp­
tion) is avowed-Com1nunist Natn.n 
Peled who assigns oliln to housing 
far from reJigious corn1nun1t1es. 
providing them with few of the 
an1enities required for religious sur­
vival. But their heroism still features 
pro1ninently in Mrs. Meir's public 
address, which she punctuated with 
"Ani Ma'amin." 

The Search 
THE .JTA suggested headline-sum­
mary of that stirring speech was: 
"I Believe" ls Power of Israel. 
Jewish People. 

One can search the Ani Ma'an1in 
of Rambam-his Thirteen Principles 
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of Faith-for even one that Mrs. 
Meir has been clinging to through 
the years, but the search will be 
in vain: 

I Believe in G-d's mastery of the 
world and His control of human 
events ... His one-ness. 
How does this fare under Mrs. Meir? 

In contrast to all other Mid­
Eastern countries where Christian 
missionary activity is outlawed, the 
Israeli government cannot bring 
itself to limit the missionaries' pitch 
to non-Jews only, and they freely 
proffer their poisonous wares to 
hapless Jews living in the Holy 
Land and to those merely visiting. 
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Worse yet, a Y ediot A chronot 
article (Feb. 9, '73) exposed tho 

ISRAELI PUPILS GIVEN MORE 
FAVORABLE VIEW OF JESUS 

Tel Aviv, March 24-lsraeli teen­
agers are getting a more favorable 
picture of Jesus in history studies. 

A new booklet and a teachers' 
manual being tried out in state 
junior high schools portrays Jesus 
ond the early Christians with 
deeper understanding than before 
in Jewish schools here. 

Some teacbers have protested 
that the new slant carries toler­
ance a little too far. They say 
the image of the nonconformist 
rebelling against both the rab­
binical establishment and the for­
eign rulers of Palestine had made 
Jesus into something of a here 
for 12- and 13-year-olds. The 
stress on his Judaic roots causes 
them to identify with Jesus, it is 
said .... 

The new policy has been ac­
claimed by Israelis who argued 
that ecumenism was a two-·way 
street. 

Dr. Lapide (a teacheri said he 
found that pupils identified with 
Jesus as a Jew made to suffer by 
the gentiles. They made Freudian 
slips of the tongue, fre~uently 
calling the Romans "the British" 
and Pontius Pilate "the High 
Commissioner," the title of the 
British governor of Palestine be-

teaching of Christianity as part 
of the Mam/achti (national) school 
syllabus, featuring: "Homework as­
signments asking pupils their opin­
ions on 'The co1nparisons and 
differences between Eliyahu Hanavi 
and Yeshu of Nazareth.' " 

The New York nmes (March 
25) documents this further (see 
box), as does the St. Louis Post­
Dispatch. In addition, Mrs. Meir's 
government would accept Jews for 
J as citizens under the Law of 
Return: 

Yaakov Shimshon Shapiro, Is­
rael's Justice Minister, does not 
believe that because a Jew be­
lieves in Jesus that amounts to a 
rejection of Judaisn1. 

fore the establishment of Israel 
in 1948. 

With Dr. Lapide, the pupils 
went on outings to Christian holy 
places in the Old City of Jerusa­
lem. During a tour of the Via 
Dolorosa, he said, the children 
were repelled by the account of 
the unrelieved suffering Jesus had 
to undergo on the way to the 
cross. 

The reaction was similar to 
young Israelis' attitude toward 
the suffering of European Jews 
under the Nazis. 

(New York Times, March 25, '73} 

• 
Pinchas Lapide, writing in the 

Christian Century magazine last 
week ... analyzing the content 
of 10 representative history text­
books used in Israeli schools, ... 
found that Jesus's Jewishness is 
clearly affirmed, that Jesus is 
never even indirectly blamed for 
the anti-Semitism of the later 
Church and that Jesus's message 
-although misguided on crucial 
points-was within the Judaic 
trzdition .... He found that only 
the Agudath Israel, the staunch 
Orthodox schools comprising 3 
per cent of the national school 
population, ignored Jesus com­
pletely. 

James E. Adams, St. Louis 
Posf-Dispafch, Mar. 16, '73 

He said so during an inforn1al 
meeting of a number of Ministers 
in the Knesset in a discussion of 
the missionary issue (JTA). 

-with faith-shaking ramifications 
to Jews around the world. 
-Which "Ani Ma'amin" does she 
mean? 

To the Creator it is fit to pray, 
and to no one else . ... The words 
of the prophets are true . ... This 
1'orah will never be altered nor 
exchanged for another. 

Under Mrs. Meir's regime, Rab­
bis are issued orders on how to 
render halachic decisions. Yeshiva 
students are intimidated into silence 
when they would be moved to 
protest when Torah Law is dis­
torted, and Torah authorities arc 
harrassed .... The eternal Jewish 
values of modesty and 1norality arc 
made into mockery by the draft of 
girls into the army .... Sex educa­
tion is to be incorporated into the 
school system's syllabus of studies. 
from nursery through secondary 
school, beginning September, 1973. 
... Uri Avneri continues to sit in 
the Knesset, and two Yeshiva stu­
dents accused of fire-bombing the 
Eros shop in Tel Aviv are not even 
temporarily released on bail for 
Yorn Kippur. 

But there are more to vvhich she 
might have referred: 

"Ani Ma'a1nin"-I believe in the 
con1ing of Moshiach ... the arisinr; 
of the dead. 

This belief cannot be legislated. 
but violation of it can be tolerated 
-and it is. The Meir Goven1n1ent 
still gives doctors the right to per­
form post-n1orten1 examinations 
without prior consent from the 
family of the deceased. as long as 
there has been no formal objection 
issued beforehand .... 

And throughout it all. we are 
reminded that Am Yisroe/ Chai!-­
thc Jewish People lives' 

Jews by what definition? Spurious 
ger;,n who entered Judaism \vith 
non-lurlachic conversions. and arc 
"legally" recognized as Jews be­
cause Mrs. Meir led the battle 
against an1ending the la\V \vith the 
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restrictive term "ha/acha"? 
Mrs. Meir is a strong and indomi­

table woman, and she is undoubt­
edly fired by a belief. But if the A ni 
Ma'an1in in which she be1ieves is 
identical to the "Ani Ma'an1in" that 

was on the lips of "rabbis and chil­
dren in the gas chambers," she 
would do well to review the Ram­
bam's list of thirteen. They consti­
tute the only "A ni Ma' amin" that 
is keeping Am Yisroel alive. D 

Locking Out Key '73? 
-But the Doors Are Wide Open 

No matter how assimilated a Jew 
may be, should he but retain a 
minimal awareness of his Jewish­
ness, he can only take offense at the 
entire range of attempts at convert­
ing Jews to Christianity during this 
year of stepped-up pressures to win 
souls for J-. A religion cannot be 
discarded like a tired brand of 
toothp~ste for a newer, brighter one. 
As weak as his con11nit1nent 1nay 
be. a Jew cannot fail to understand 
that a heritage of 4,000 years stand­
ing should not be ·dismissed for the 
bounce of a new pop song or hit 
musical. 1'o succumb to so shallow 
an attraction is to make mockery of 
millions of noble lives and millions 
more deaths devoted to Judais1n, 
and a betrayal of the trust every 
Jew carries to perpetuate his iden­
tity for future generations. 

The Key '73 campaign is more 
than an insult, however. It is also a 
very real threat to Jews who are 
young, uneducated, unaffiliated. 
lonely, or frustrated. They can fall 
easy victim to the over-sell, undcr­
deJiver tactics of Broadway musicals, 
revivalist meetings. and can1pus 
kaffee klatsches. It is surely under­
standable, then, that even organiza­
tions and 1noven1ents that have al­
ways modeled the conduct of their 
affairs after the highest standards of 
WASP society-groups that dia­
logued with church groups with 
relish-should now turn around and 
protest against Key '73. 

In a way. this n1ay be a welcon1c 
turn of events. for it may demon­
strnte an awareness that we Jews 
can never really be accepted for 
\vhat we are by Christians, even if 
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we successfully mirror Christian at­
titudes and life-styles-unless we go 
"whole hog" and become one of 
them. And this ultimate step is 
odious to even the most marginal 
Jew-as long as he hangs on to 
so1nc 111argin of his Jewishness. 

There is even some evidence that 
the secular Jewish establishment has 
retreated one n1ore step from as­
similation. Not only do they express 
anguish over the possible loss of 
today's straying sheep, but there is 
a concern over to1norrow's-thc 
children of intennarrying Jews. ·ro­
day's would-be Jost generation can 
be kept in the fold, they believe. if 
Key '73 is barred from our con1-
1nunitics. (Exactly how this can be 
accomplished without attacking the 
root cause-ignorance of Judaism 
-by pouring millions into Torah 
education, is truly beyond the \Vriter 
of these lines. But at least the angry 
gestures and protesting press­
rcJcases are right in attempting to 
keep out missionizing, even if they 
are not followed through.) 

The inevitable Joss of ton1orrow's 
straying sheep is also not being 
ignored in the public-pronouncc­
n1cnt capitals of American Jewry. 
The intermarriage rates an1ong 
Jews has soared to an unbelievable 
48 o/o of all marriages involving a 
Jewish partner, according to the 
American Jewish Yearbook of l 972. 
This shocking statistic has moved 
the Bnai Brith, the AJC's, and all 
the other "What-will-the-Goyim­
say?" organizations to condcn1n 
every inroad into the Je\vish fainily 
-to the point of atten1pting to force 
an innanc situation co1nedy off the 

air because it portrays inter­
marriage as such a sugar-spun 
delight. Fine! We still contend that 
an educated Jew is a committed 
Jew, whose loyalty will never, ever 
be traded for the momentary attrac­
tion of a 1narriage partner fron1 
another faith. Someday the secular 
Establishment will realize that the 
Jewish Key-Eternity is Torah, 
period. But their current gut rcac-
1tion against "Bridget ... " ls at 
least a sign of life, if not much more. 

Why Can't the Rabbis Learn From 
-the Secular Establishment? 
Yet intermarriages continue­

aidcd, abetted, and sanctified by 
rabbis; instead of telling candidates 
for intcrn1arriagc, unequivocally. 
"l'1n sorry, children. You n1ay have 
been told that Jove conyucrs all. But 
there arc loves that are sacred, and 
loves that are profane .... ] cannot 
sanctify that which G-d does not 
sanction .... Your parents may be 
wrong on inany counts, but this 
time they arc right. ... " 

Instead, with a wink at "the chil­
dren." a reassuring nod toward his 
swelling bank account. a concilli­
atory beckon to the old folks, and a 
thumb-down at posterity, the rabbi 
unites the un-unitablc, creating in 
a single year far, far inorc Jews for 
Christianity than a century full of 
"Key's." [See box on page 6.] 

And the waves of perfidy ripple 
outward from the star-crossed 
coup1e who will bring un-affiliatcd, 
cross-affiliated, and n1is-affiliated 
children into a confused world, to­
include the rabbis who join them in 
1nurriagc, out to other rabbis \Vho 
are guilty of complicity by embrac­
ing the intermarrying kind of clcrgy­
'men in their comn1unity of rabbis. 
As there can be no recognition 
accorded a 1narriagc ceremony that 
is an uprooting of lsraers eternity 
as a nation, so is any recognition 
granted to those who officiate at 
such cercn1onjes deeply offensive. 
So, too. n1ust one reject any rabbis 
\Vho arc guilty of disn1e111bering 
Judaism by divorcing it from Torah. 
Yet, they are still accepted. 
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ln the New York. Post classified ad­
vertisen1ents, i11ad1·ertently but syn1bolic­
ally sandwiched between abortions, 
1nissionarics, nu1gicians and Lost and 
Found, one can find listinxs of "rabbis" 
of good standinf? 11·ho perfonn inter­
faith 1veddi11gs. 

Perforn1ing intermarriages has 
been common among 44 % of the 
Reform rabbis, and in response to 
this, the New York Board of Rabbis 
(which includes clergymen affiliated 
with Orthodox, Conservative and 
Reform Judaism) considered a mo­
tion this past February 7, to deny 
membership to any rabbis who of­
ficiate at such weddings. While this 
motion may seem so basic as to be 
redundant-can a man usher some­
one out of Jewry and still be a 
Jewish spiritual leader?-they could 
not muster together the necessary 
2/3 majority to incorporate this 
axiom into the New York Board of 
Rabbis by-laws! 

The Rabbinical Council of Amer­
ica (the rabbinical arm of the Union 
of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 
of America) responded by declar­
ing that it will not belong to any 
group whose officers include rabbis 
who officiate at mixed marriages. 
While this is laudable, it is hardly 
more sionificant than brandishing 

0 . 

a squirt-gun to put out a massive 
conflagration. The hollowness of the 
RCA gesture of limiting its protest 
against raging assimilation to mixed 
marriages is reflected by the irate 
letter to the editor in the American 
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Examiner and Jewish Week (March 
29, '73), by Reform Rabbi D. M. 
Einhorn, Satellite Beach, Fla. calling 
them to task for their inconsistency: 
"The Rabbinical Council of Amer­
ica does not recognize the validity 
of any conversion performed by a 
Reform rabbi. Therefore . . . any 
marriage performed by a Reform 
rabbi of a born Jew and a born non­
J ew, whether or not the born non­
Jew has been converted Reform 
style, is an intermarriage." 

If the Orthodox rabbis under 
question would only be honest-or 
objective-or at least humble 
enough to have heeded the warning 
of the Gedolei Torah, the RCA's 
inconsistency would not be thrown 
into its face by its reform "col­
leagues." In a landmark psak din 
(halachic ruling) on J 8 Adar, 5716 
(1956), issued by Horav Avra­
ham Joffen, Horav Avraham Kal­
manowitz, Horav Abron Kotler, 
Horav Chaim MoPdechai Katz 
~:ii:i? ciii:ir, and C"n' ,.,,:i, Horav 
Gedalia Schorr, Horav David Lif­
shutz, Horav Y aakov Kaminetsky, 
Horav Yitzchok Halevi Ruderman, 
Horav Yitzchok Hutner, Horav Me­
nachem Y osef Zachs and Horav 
Moshe Feinstein, it was declared: 
"We have ruled that it is forbidden 
by the law of our sacred Torah to 
participate with the New York 
Board of Rabbis and the Synagogue 
Council of America either as an 
individual or as an organized com­
munal body." 

This ruling was concurred in by 
leading Gedo lei Torah in Israel, 
headed by the famed Brisker Rav, 
Horav Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik, 
~:ii:i? ;:>'1li i:iT. This psak din was 
never publicly disputed by any 
respected halachic authority. 

If the Orthodox rabbis do not 
choose to harken to the Roshei 
Y eshivos and Rabbinical leaders of 
the senior generation, then they 
must be forced to listen to their 
Reform colleagues: 

" ... Tradition of American Re­
form Judaism has always tolerated 
a wide span of rabbinical freedom 

in the interpretation and implemen­
tation of the Faith. When Rabbi 
Theodore Lewis (National Jewish 
Post-Opinion, Feb. 23) publicly 
proclaims that rabbis who co-iointly 
with Christian 1ninisters officiate at 
1nixed marriages do not belong in 
the rabbinate, he quite arrogantly 
violates the traditions and prece­
dents of American Reform Judaism. 

" ... Outstanding rabbinical lead­
ers in American Reform have co­
jointly with Protestant clergymen 
officiated at mixed marriages . ... 
Does Rabbi Lewis now propose to 
also have these rabbis expelled 
from the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis (perhaps posthu­
mously?). DR. KLAUS J. HERMANN, 

Montreal" (National Jewish Post­
Opinion, March 17, 1973) 

It is truly unnecessary to gel 
entangled in the intra-Reform 
squabble regarding the orthodoxies 
of the liberal tradition and who is 
fit/unfiit to sit down with, in com­
munity. The Reform doctrine of 
dignifying Episcopalian-style church 
services and non-Mosaic law as 
"Jewish," and the Conservative non­
dogma of sacrificing "lesser" mitz­
vos for the ultimate survival of a 
truncated Judaism have both been 
demonstrating for generations of 
American Jews that Judaism is not 
a religion of timeless values. They 
have incorporated Christian styles 
of worship, concepts, and practices 
into their theology, while abandon­
ing entire bodies of Judaism, still 
professing to remain "Jewish" in 
name.-And Orthodox rabbis have 
maintained relations with them as 
equals. 

If this segment of the Orthodox 
rabbinate has finally awakened to 
the realization that rabbis who pre­
side over the dissolution of the 
Jewish People are not worthy of 
even tacit recognition, isn't it time 
that this same realization be extend­
ed to exclude association with all 
rabbis who preside over the dissolu­
tion of Judaism? 

Can Jews and Judaism really be 
separated? D 
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David Meps 

The Tragedy of Religious Zionism 
Past issues of THE JEWISH OBSERVER have carried analyses of the 

struggle between the Government of Israel and Torah Jewry over the 
Langer case and the Chief Rabbinate elections. The following article 
seeks to examine the role of those caught squarely in the middle of this 
struggle. This is the dilemma and the tragedy of Religious Zionism. 

SENSATION. Pandemonium reigns in the halJ, as the 
delegates jump to their feet-shouting, yelling. The 
voice at the microphone can barely be heard but the 
speaker's gesture is unmistakable-the pieces of his 
torn me111ber.ship card float to the floor. And as he 
walks out in protest, delegates from different parts 
of the hall join him. The Annual Convention of the 
Religious National Party (Mafdal}, as the Mizrachi­
Hapoel Hamizrachi calls itself in J srael, has just 
resolved that all yeshiva students should be required to 
serve in the army. A shocked Torah Jewry bitterly 
protests. 

"But is this really so surprising?" ask many. "Haven't 
we always known that the Mizrachi comn1itn1ent to 
Torah cannot be relied on?" 

The Record of the Miz.racbi 

PEOPLE WHO QUESTION TJIE 1\11ZRACI-II's MOTIVES point 

to twenty-five years of Mafdal participation in the gov­
ernment of Israel, marked by one religious crisis after 
the other-and by one Mafdal retreat after the other. 
Time and time again, the positions firmly stated one 
day were ignominiously given up the next day (as in 
the question of who was to be registered as a Jew, 
where the Mafdal voted for the government on a 
formula over which it had itself threatened to leave an 
earlier government); or vital demands put forward 
by Torah Jewry were totally watered down (as in the 
case of the compromise bill proposed by the Mizrachi 
on autopsies); or peace was made-with and some­
times without protest-with situations that no Torah 
Jew could accept (Shabbos television and Shabbos 
work permits, for example); and on some of the most 
crucial issues (such as the systen1atic undcrn1ining of 

The Jewish Observer has featured several of DAVID WIEYERS' 
analyses of Jewish issues, recently "The Chief Rabbinate at 
Bay" (Decen1ber, 1971). 
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the religious loyalty of new immigrants, both children 
and grown-ups) the Mizrachi actually served as apolo­
gist for its partners in the government, helping to cover 
up the unconscionable scandals involved, such as in the 
case of the "Y aldei Teheran"' or the dispersal of the 
Georgian immigrants today. At the same time that 
the secular parties were so warn1ly defended in the 
name of "Ahavas Yisroel" (love of fellow Jews), the 
"ultra-Orthodox zealots" (anyone not accepting the 
Mizrachi stance) were held up for utter condemnation 
-from the humblest yeshiva student to the most 
eminent Gadol beYisroel (leading Torah authority), 

Small wonder, then, that so many have come to 
accept the cynical view that the factors that have kept 
the Mizrachi in the government coalition for these 
25 years are not concern for re1igious interests, and 
the opportunities for protecting and furthering them. 
Such uncharitable thoughts are not only expressed in 
the Torah world; Mapai politicians have Jong preached 
(and practiced) the theory that "you can disregard 
what Mafdal says-as long as its 1ninistcrial chairs are 
safe and you throw in some extra patronage." In other 
words, the thought goes, the Mizrachi is concerned 
with power and its benefits, and not with ideals. 

A Dangerous Oversimplification 

IT IS ALWAYS EASY TO SIMPLIFY-but it is very often 
wrong, and quite frequently dangerous. The over­
simplified picture of the Mizrachi is wrong, for it does 
not penetrate behind the appearances; and it is dan­
gerous, for it keeps us fron1 coming to grips with the 
real issues involved. A quick glance at history will 
make this clear. 

Zionism did not appear on the world scene as a 
movement to settle some Jews in the Land of Israel. 
It was concerned with solving the Jewish problem­
through a regeneration of the Jewish People. Some 
sought this through a mere political normalization of 
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THE MOTION •.. 
N.R.P. IN DISARRAY 

By MARK SEGAL 
Jerusalem Post Political Reporter 

The hall was plunged into turmoil well after 
midni11ht Thursday when the Kibbutz Dati mi­
nurit:y· motion den1andinR ndiitary service for 
yeshiva students won out by 293 to 170. 

Jerusalem Post, March 4, 1973 

THE COMMENT ... 
KIBBUTZ HADAATI DEJ.EGATES 

MEET WITH RABBI KOOK 

A delegation of the (NRP) Reli11ious Kibbutz 
Moven1ent 1net with Rabbi Zvi Yehuda Kook, 
and heard his stand regarding niilitary draft of 
Yeshiva students . ... Rabbi Kook opposed the 
resolution accepted by the Convention to draft 
Yeshiva students into the ar111_v. 

HATZOFEH, 1\Iarch 8, 1973 

THE OUT(:RY ... 
"A plague has fallen on Israel ... a 1najority 

vote to demand the draft of Yeshiva students into 
the ar111y-i11hich the first Prifne Minister, David 
Ben Ciurion, never <fared do . ... What a great 
111iracle that a 1ne111ber of the Kibbutz Hadaati 
i,v not Prin1e Minist€'r . .. or Minister of J)ejense.'" 

RABBI s. Y. ZEYIN at Chief Rabhinate i\1eeting 
()uotcd in Pauiln El Pa11i111. l'vfarch 23, '73 

- AND THE DENIAL 
Ai\1ER!CAN MlZRACE-II SAYS NRP RESOLUTION ON 

l'vllLITARY SERVICE J\!IISINTERPRITED 

New York, March 13 ( JT A )-A resolution 
adopted by the National Religious Party conven­
tion in Tel A vil' ti.vo i.veeks ago i.vas "erroneously, 
and perhaps rnaliciously'·' interpreted in some 
quarters as advocatini compulsory 1nilitary service 
for yeshil'a students in Israel, the Vaad Hapoel 
of the Religious Zionists of A1nerica (MizrachiJ 
clai111ed in a resolution approved at a 1neeting 
here . ... 

According to the RZA, the NRP resolution 
urge<f all yeshivot in Israel to introduce 1nilitar.v 
training in a voluntary systern of m;fitary service. 

"1'he Vaad Hapoel expresses its deep regret and 
resentrnent that so niany people in the U.S. and 
elselvhere n1isintcrpreted the resolution passed by 
the NRP in Israel so as to convey the ilnpression 
that Religious Zionists favor 1nilitary conscription 
of yeshiva students." 

Jewish Telegraphic Agency 

Jewish existence: Jews had to have a country of their 
own, like every other people. Others also sought a 
cultural renewal; while Labor Zionism emphasized 
the need for a social revolution within the Jewish 
People. But on one point they were all agreed: Golus 
existence had to be rejected and the Jewish people had 
to be reunited on its own soil, if the Jewish problem 
was to be solved. 

To Torah Jewry, the Jewish problem was of course 
not merely a matter of political, cultural, and social 
engineering; nor did the unity of the Jewish People 
depend on living within specific geographic boundaries. 
"Our nation is a nation only through the 1'orah," 
declared Rabbi Saadiah Gaon a thousand years ago, 
and the solution of the Jewish problem would hinge on 
the nation's loyalty to Torah. Yishuv Eretz Yisroe/, 
(settling the Land of Israel), in the opinion of most 
c;edolei Yisroel, was a n1itzvah-and living on holy 
soil and fulfilling the other mitzvos that could be 
carried out only there, would help us reach the goal 
of closeness to G-d and Torah; but it would not 
per se solve our problems. Hence G'edolei Yisroel re­
jected Zionism-both because it claimed to speak for 
a Jewish People organized and united on a secular 
basis (with Torah loyalty a private matter for each 
individual), and because it proclain1ed a secular solu­
tion of the Jewish problem. 

The Ideology of Mizrad1i 

YET, FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, there were per­
sonalities in the Torah camp that enthusiastically 
cmhraced Zionism. They felt that the time had come 
to bring the Jewish People back to its sacred homeland 
---and they felt that both the Zionist movement and 
the Jewish community to be built in Eretz Yisroel could 
be converted to Torah loyalty. Thus, while Agudath 
Israel, proclaimed by the outstanding Gedolim of the 
time as the organization of Klal Yisroel on the basis 
of the Torah, dedicated itself to "the solution of all 
problems of the Jewish people, in Eretz Yisroel and 
the Gola, in the spirit of the Torah" (and under the 
leadership of a World Council of Gedolei haTorah), 
the Mizrachi espoused the slogan of "Eretz Yisroel for 
the Jewish people according to the Torah." 

It was not realized at the tin1e when this goal was 
formulated that there was a dilemma hidden within it: 
i.vhat should be done if the hoped for "conversion" 
of the Zionist 1novement to Torah would not take place 
and, as a result, a conflict of loyalties would arise? 
Should the interests of Jewish nationalism, as repre­
sented by Zionis1n, take precedence-or the den1ands 
of the Torah? Was the commitment to a Jewish national 
structure unconditional, no matter what its goals, 
leaders, and policies, or was it contingent on its con­
formity to Torah demands? Such a truly frightening 
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eventuality was resolutely ruled out by the ideologists of 
Religious Zionist. Yet well before the creation of the 
State of Israel the problem was already sensed by Rabbi 
Amie!, then Chief Rabbi of Tel-Aviv, when he discussed 
what he described as the failure of the Mizrachi 
education system and attributed it to the fact that 
this system was built upon dual loyalties-to the Jewish 
People and to the Torah-whereas in reality there is 
no Jewish People except through the Torah (Hatzofeh, 
June 16, 1944). 

The creation of the State, coming upon the heels of 
the Holocaust, immensely sharpened the problem. The 
emergence of the State was not only greeted with 
cnorn1ous enthusiasm, but it was hailed as the fu1fil1-
mcnt (or at least the beginning of the fulfillment) of 
the Religious Zionist dream) and it was invested with 
the religious aura of "the beginning of the redemption"; 
thus, a whole "halachic ritual" was built around the 
special days on the State calendar. But on the other 
hand, the fears so clearly expressed by Gedolei Yisroel 
prior to the founding of the State, were proven correct: 
the creation of the State aggravated the conflict between 
the secular forces (in control of the political machin­
ery) and the demands and basic needs of Torah Jewry. 
With the government passing from British into Jewish 
hands, there suddenly en1erged a confrontation: on one 
hand are the demands of a secular majority for 
de1nocratic liberty from "religious coercion," and on 
the other hand the insistence of religious Jewry not 
only on its own freedom fully to practice and propagate 
its Torah way, but also on a Torah character to the 
Je\vish State. 

Crisis (J pon (~risis 

IT IS QUITE CLEAR that the responsible leaders of Mapai 
have up to now always recognized the need for a 
·distinctive Jewish coloration to the State of Jsracl and, 
for that reason as well as for practical political con­
siderations, n1et nlany of the religious de1nands to some 
degree-but heavy cn1phasis must be placed on these 
last qualifying words: to son1e degree. As more and 
n1orc issues of contention emerged; as the problen1~ 

inherent in the 1948 agrec111ent on religious issues 
became obvious; and as a new generation of Jsraelis 
emerged that has little patience for long-range historical 
perspectives and "dusty traditlons"; the government 
felt con1pe1led to refuse "new concessions" to the re­
ligious clen1ent and to whittle down those originally 
granted. 1-Icnce crisis after crisis. 

At the first major showdown, over the conscription 
of wo1nen, Agudath Israel left the government, vowing 
to voice the demands of Torah Jewry from the 
opposition benches. Why did the Mizrachi, however, 
stay in the govern1nent-acquiescing in one defeat after 
another. accepting con1promise after compromise? Was 

Tiu Jewish Observer / 1\farch, 1973 

it merely a matter of not wanting to give up ministerial 
chairs.tand government patronage? One would prefer 
to reject this glib accusation. Was it the belief that 
the interests of Torah could best be protected by 
being within the government? This argument is con­
stantly put forward by Mafdal, but it does not really 
explain its policy-there is good reason to believe that 
whatever the government did in the religious field, 
could have been accomplished anyway, due to pressures 
from outside the government; and in any case, the 
profound harm done by going along with innumerable 
con1pro1nises cannot be justified by considerations of 
a practical gain here or there. 

The Real Issue 

THE ULTI1\1ATE FORCE BEHIND MIZRACHI's POLICY is 
that to ]eave the government on a permanent basis 
would mean the bankruptcy of Religious Zionism. It 
would spell out clearly that the State cannot be made 
into a Torah State; it would put an end to the talk of 
"the Beginning of Redemption," and remove the 
religious aura attached to the State; it would, in short, 
require facing up to the dilemma inherent in Mizrachi 
ideology described before-the problem of dual loyal­
ties-and force a 1nost painful choice. 

The secular parties, it is obvious, have only one 
basic loyalty, that to the People and State (as they 
perceive them); the basic loyalty of Torah Jewry, as 
Gedo/ei Yisroel always stressed, is to Torah. The 
Mizrachi, however, could not 1nakc either choice with­
out giving up its very identity and raison d'etre. 
Therefore it was forced, by hook or by crook, somehow 
to preserve the fiction of a constructive partnership 
between religious Jewry (as represented by the Miz­
rachi) and the State. And since the State could not 
really be swayed very much, the interests of Torah had 
to be n1ade to give way-after all, it is said, the 
interest of the State is of Hse]f a religious value. 

ln the process, concession fo11owed concession-and 
it should be pointed out that not only general religious 
interests were sacrificed by the Mizrachi but also some 
of its own n1ost precious partisan ones, through con­
cessions concerning the autonomy of its school system 
and matters of the rabbinate. 

The crowning achievcn1cnt of the MizrachL in many 
respects, was the institution of the Chief Rabbinate. It 
was to serve as the fountainhead of religious guidance 
for the Yishuv in Eretz Yisroel (and, later, the State), 
if not for all of World Jewry; it was to teach the ways 
of the Torah to all, both near and far in spirit. Recog­
nized and supported by the State, it symbolized the 
union between People and Torah. Yet as the conflict 
between the secular majority and the Torah demands 
bccan1e ever sharper, there was ever-increasing pressure 
on the Chief Rabbinate to go along with "the needs 
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of the State," to provide halachic approval for religious 
compromises, and thus-instead of bringing the secular 
groups under the wings of Torah-to lead Torah Jewry 
into acquiescence with the demands of the government. 
And, rather than accept the collapse of its entire world, 
the Mizrachi went along. 

Hence its agreement to "dump" Chief Rabbi Unter­
man and to act out the humiliating farce of the recent 
Chief Rabbinate elections (which confirmed all the 
worst fears of Rabbi Yoseif Chaim Sonnenfeld and 
all the other Gedolim who fifty years ago bitterly 
opposed a Chief Rabbinate over which the secular 
elements had a say). A Chief Rabbi had to be elected 
who was "flexible" enough to meet the major demands 
of the government majority. The elasticity of halacha 
had to be raised to the level of an idol, and the halacha, 
it was declared, had to reckon with the needs of the 
State as a religious phenomenon. Gedolei Yisroel who 
would not go along with this twisting of halacha did 
not deserve to have their halachic opinions considered 
at all. Quite fittingly, the newly elected Chief Rabbin­
ate's Council is presently weighing a proposal that 
Rabbis should only be accepted as qualified for rabbinic 
office if they say "Halle/'' with a brachah on Iyar 5, 
proving that they view the founding of the State as a 
religious phenomenon. I~ocal Religious Councils are 
likewise kept under strict partisan control, to make sure 
that the delicate relationship between government and 
religious Jewry should not be upset. 

Frustration and Apprehension 

MOREOVER, IN THE UNDERSTANDABLE DESIRE to justify 
its convoluted course and to cover up its humiliation, 
the Mizrachi must find ever further rationalizations for 
its policies. And it must react ever more violently 
against those who have the audacity to maintain that 
"the Emperor wears no clothes": that the State does 
not tolerate any truly independent Torah authority and 
will not really reckon with Torah concerns. The 
.Mizrachi must continue this perpetual justification, 
for the fiction of partnership between State and Torah 
must be maintained. 

Hence, all the outbursts against Gedolei haTorah 
in Israel and abroad, all the name-calling, all the 
reminders that they were never elected (as if election 
by an electoral body such as chose Rabbi Goren, a 
group dominated if not rigged by secular pressures, ever 
carried meaning in Jewish life!)-yet the authority of 
these Gedolim is secure in Torah Jewry. And hence the 
frustration and even hatred that found its most recent 
expression in connection with the resolution for the 
drafting of yeshiva students-a blow, at the same time, 
against the traditional yeshivas and against the 
emergence of future "objectionable" Gedolei Torah. 

Jn the same spirit-to force the cooperation, or at 
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least subservience, of religious Jewry to the line taken 
by the Mizrachi, immense efforts have been made to 
gain control over the local Religious Councils and to 
silence dissenting rabbis. Two notable examples are 
the Rabbis of Bnei Brak, who are no longer authorized 
to perform marriages and Rabbi J. D. Wolbe, of 
Rishon LeZion who has been threatened along similar 
lines. 

Some ~Fascinating News Items 

From Tel Aviv 

"The interference of the Chief Rabbinate's Council in 
the preparation for the elections [of the Chief Rabbis 
of Tel Aviv] follows similar steps by the Mafdal and 
the Minister of Religions. This confirms the theory that 
they are designed to prevent the election of Rabbi 
Frankel .... There is no escaping the conclusion that 
the Chief Rabbinate has been harnessed to the political 
interests of the Mafdal." 

HA'ARETZ. Adar 21 

From Klar Chabad 
"Last October, Rabbi Chefer, director of Beth Rivkah 

Schools, applied for a development loan of £ 1/4 million. 
... In January the Ministry of Interior announced that 
the request of Beth Rivkah was refused while the same 
request of a similar institution, Tzefirah, not connected 
with 'Chabad,' was approved. When Rabbi Chefer in­
quired why, he was told that the Director of the Ministry 
of Interior had said that it was because of the newspaper 
advertisements against the Minister of the Interior over 
the question of 'Who Is a Jew!' ... Rabbi Chefer decided 
to turn to the Supreme Court. In his appeal he argued 
that the decision of the Minister was based on improper 
ideological motives. . . . The leaders of Mafdal have 
exerted strong pressure to get the case withdrawn. Dr. 
Burg himself decided to change his decision and in­
formed the Supreme Court that after renewed consider­
ation of the case he decided to grant 100,000 pounds 
to 'Beth Rivkah.' ... Rabbi Chefer told me this week 
that he will not agree; 'One cannot buy us for $100,000 
pounds.' " 

HA 'ARET7, Adar 22 

From Bnai Brak 
"The Minister of Religion, Dr. Warhaftig, explicitly 

informed a senior rabbinic personality that, except for 
the Rabbi of Bnai Brak, Rav Landau, the other Rabbonim 
will no longer receive the marriage registers [needed to 
conduct marriages] except through the local Religious 
Council .... The Rabbis of Bnai Brak informed our 
correspondent that they will take legal steps ... since 
they have been recognized to conduct marriages for 
many years . ... " 

SHE'AR111, Adar 19 

"After the denunciation of the Langer Psak Din by 
the Rabbonim of Bnai Brak, it was reported that 'they 
would be made to pay.' This time has now arrived .... " 

HAivIODIA. Adar 20 

The Jewish Observer / March, 1973 



As these lines are written, it appears that the new 
Executive Board of the Mafdal will change the wording 
of the resolution to read that yeshiva students "should 
be called to serve in the army" (instead of the original 
version, "should be obligated ... "). But such face­
lifting of the resolution, or the pious denial by the 
Religious Zionists of America that a resolution re­
quiring the call-up of yeshiva students was ever passed 
(a patent untruth, obvious to any reader of the Hatzo­
feh), are not going to change the underlying situation­
the fact that the Religious Zionism is in the throes of 
a mortal crisis. Even if the issues of this moment pass) 
the basic problems (notably those of civil marriage­
at least for those unable to marry halachically-and 
civil divorce) remain unsolved, yet ever more pressing. 
Therein lies the root of the Mizrachi's frustration: 
there must come a time when the uneasy partnership 
with the State will disintegrate entirely. 

What Lies Ahead? 

FOR THE THOUGHTFUL TORAJ-I .TEW this prospect is 
saddening-but not as frightening as it appears. Faced 
with the choice between a government-supported Rab­
binate subject to political pressure and judicial review, 
or a total separation of religion from the State, he 
will necessarily choose the latter. The secular parties, 
in turn, while they do want to preserve the Jewish 
character of the State, can certainly live with the 
prospect of a separation of State and religion. The 
dilemma, and the tragedy, of Religious Zionism is that 
it cannot. Nor, however, can it hope to be able to 
continue indefinitely on the present path. 

'fhe Langer case itself serves as an illustration. At 
first) Rabbi Goren's tour de force was enthusiastically 
hailed in the secular press as a triumph for humanity; 
very soon, however, second thoughts emerged. Writers 
in Maariv, Davar, Al Harnishn1ar, among others em­
phasized that Rabbi Goren achieved his result by legal­
isms unacceptable to non-religious Jews (especially by 
rejecting testi1nony of women and irreligious Jews, 
and by depriving a ger of his Jewishness without due 
process of law) ; that his tactics showed the flimsy 
structure of the rabbinic courts) so that a total re­
evaluation of rabbinic courts is needed. In effect, in 
resolving one case of conflict, Rabbi Goren aggravated 
the opposition lo halacha and the Rabbinic courts and 
the likelihood of early new pressures and conflicts­
which could then only be resolved by doing further 
violence to halacha. This point was made most 
effectively by Professor Simon of Bar-Han University, 
who argued that "the conflict between Torah-law and 
the secular conscience is such that in the end if one 
always attempts to solve all cases similar to this one, 
the harm done to halacha will be much greater [than 
by introducing civil marriage]" (Bat Kol, #57). 
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The impossibility of continuing on the present course 
is perhaps most clearly set out in a recent volume, 
"Yisroel Ba'umot," by Mosheh Unna, the ideologist of 
the Mizrachi Kibbutz movement-the group that pro­
posed the draft of yeshiva students. Unna clearly 
perceives the conflict between the two objectives of 
the Mizrachi-to bring about the unity of the people 
in Eretz Yisroel, and to bring the People and State 
back to the Torah-and he decides that in a demo­
cratic country only the first objective can legitimately 
be pursued (pp. 281-2), while the second objective 
can be sought by propaganda but not legislation. As 
one reviewer put it, Unna's proposals "will rob the 
M afdal of any real spiritual content, at the very same 
time that it will undermine its practical political 
power" (De'ot, #42, p. 136). 

''IF ... '' 
Comments on Rahhi Goren's Psak 

"If non-religious issues had been decided in 
such a manner, no conscientious person could 
re1nain silent. If unexplained verdicts would be 
issued by anonymous judges without hearing the 
opposing side, or hearing any witnesses at all, 
everyone would understand that justice was 
violated and the law lvas perverted. 

"If, nzoreover, it would later becom.e known 
that the court was ab initio constituted of equal-
1ninded judges only, so that the verdict was a 
foregone conclusion, all would say that this is but 
a theatrical perforn1ance and not a search for 
truth. 

"If, in the end, one 11/ould hear also that this 
court actually never 1net but that the 'presiding 
judge' n1et secretly lvith each of the anonymous 
judges individually in his house, then all would 
say that this is an unequalled scandal and 
abornination. 

"Under such circu1nstances even the 1nost just 
verdict cannot be regarded with any confidence 
lVhatsoever. Rabbi Goren's court did not seek 
to arrive at truth; he only lVanted to arrive at a 
popular decision, prearranged hy popular opinion. 
... What Rabbi Goren did strikes at the very 
authority, reliance and standing of the rabbinical 
courts . ... 

"Rabbi Goren set up a special ad hoc court 
that took upon itself the right to annul the 
decisions of the Supren1e Rabbinical Court . . 
Thus lvas created a condition that leads to 
anarchy . ... " 

Slunuel Shnitzer 
MAARIV, December 1. '73 
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A Declaration of Independence by Rabbinical Judges in Israel 
As of late, Dayanim (Israeli judges I are accused 

of acting without any element of mercy and with 
brutality-as though they were exposed to press­
ures from the ranks of extremists,-as though they 
were transgressing on the prohibition: "You shall 
fear no man,"-as though, as a result of these 
pressures, they were stringent where one should 
be lenient .... 

Through newspapers and other communication 
media, a campaign is being mounted against long­
standing judges in Israel ... and instructions are 
being given to Dayanim as to what should be 
permitted and what should be prohibited. 

All this publicity has caused a Chilul Hashem 
of the worst sort and a desecration of the glory 
of Torah-justice in Israel, which has been built up 
and established over many years through men great 
in Torah, judicial knowledge, and wisdom-and 
this glory has been desecraled in the eyes of the 
public .... This is no time for silence and as we 
have therefore assumed upon ourselves to declare 
publicly for the sake of Kavod Ha to rah: 

What then? The opposite approach to that of 
U nna was urged by Rabbi Shlomo Yoseif Zevin when 
he discussed the resolution on the drafting of yeshiva 
students in a speech before the Chief Rabbi's Council: 
"We live in a country rt'here secularism fights most 
aggressively against anything connected 1'Vith 1"orah and 
loyal Judai.\'fn. It is clear that at such a titne Torah 
.fea1ry 1nust demonstrate more attachment, and more 
alertness to all spiritual and political 1natters. Now 
conies this vote in the Mafdal which shows a tragic 
and dangerous lack of 1·orah ... in the very lnoven1ent 
which took it upon itself to 1nake sure that the 1'orah 
should jruleJ our people in Eretz Yisroe1! ... This 
is a sign that the Mafdal's education and atn1osphere 
are filled with extremely negative beliefs. . . . This 
vote must he seen as an alarm signal for the existence 
of the 1nove1nent as a serious religious n7oven1ent 
worthy of the name. A move1nent or a party must 
either be zealous for what it believes, or it will slowly 
disappear fron1 the scene of history . ... The leaders 
of the party must not only revise the resolution but 
take drastic steps to save and revive the moven1ent . ... " 

Mafdal and Torah Jewry 

BUT CAN IT BE DONE? Can the Mizrachi demonstrate 
zealous loyalty to Torah and yet continue to function 
in the traditional spirit of Religious Zionism? The 
prognosis is not good. There wiH be new crises, and 
the Mizrachi will have to try to straddle the issues, in 
loyalty to its ideology; and in the process it will suffer 
more and more losses. Its victory in electing Rabbi 
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1. Dayanim (Rabbinical judges I have rendered 
decisions, and shall continue to do so, in accord­
ance with the ha lac ha that has been accepted from 
generation to generation-whether to permit or to 
prohibit; they have been lenient and shall continue 
to be lenient only in accordance with the words 
of the Rabbis who have preceded us. 

2. There is no power and no cause that can 
sanction even the least change in ha lac ha; and in 
the future, as in the past, Dayanim will continue 
to judge without any changes whatsoever, not re­
sponding in the least to any types of pressures. 

3. Dayanim will continue at their posts, fulfill­
ing their sacred trust with devotion and fidelity, 
with no obligation except to act in light of our 
Torah "whose paths are pleasant paths, and all 
her ways are peace.\! 

Signed with a broken heart for the Kavod Ha­
torah which has been desecrated, on this month 
of Shevat, 5733. 
I Followed by the signatures of more than 30 judges 
and chief justices in the Rabbinical courts of 
Israel. I 

Goren and settling the Langer case was pyrrhic in 
nature. The failure of the new Chief Rabbi to respond 
factually to Rabbi Bezalel Zolly's devastating critique 
of his psak; the continued anonymity of his "Reis Din"; 
the protest against him signed by half the Dayanim of 
the country, have profoundly weakened the Chief 
Rabbinate and revived a11 the fears about a Rabbinic 
institution under government control that Rabbi Son­
nenfield originally voiced. The creation of an independ­
ent Agudath Horabbonim bas been another blow to the 
Mizrachi effort to keep control of the Torah community. 
Now the stand against military exemption for yeshiva 
students has further alienated the Torah camp; the 
violent reaction against it included the faculty and 
students of the Bnai Akivah Y eshivos, the organization 
of Mafdal Rabbis, and the Chief Rabbis themselves. 

This issue was of course unnecessarily provoked in 
anger and frustration-but can there be any doubt 
that now conflicts between religion and State n1ust 
arise sooner rather than later? At such time, stemming 
the continued erosion of the Mizrachi position without 
it breaking with its coalition partners seems impossible. 
To further weaken its relations with Torah Jewry 
would rob Mizrachi of any claim to be a major religious 
movement. And to leave the government would be 
Religious Zionism's declaration of failure. 

This is the dilemma-and the tragedy--0f the Miz­
rachi. There are many lessons to be learnt from it­
by those within the Religious Zionist camp and by 
those without. D 
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The Festival of Freedom by Abraham Krakowski 

In Block 20 ... Mauthausen~ Germany: 1944 
J rolled the wheat kernels over in my hands. I had 

already popped one into my mouth and had made 
it last as long as possible. I ached for another. but 
l restrained myself, simply because of the bravado 
announcement I had so foolishly made in transit. 

Our boxcar fron1 Sachsenhausen lurched to a halt. 
The door slid open slightly and lVC scnv an open 
car loaded rvith lvheat kernels standin,;: nearby. 
Within easy reach lt'ere hundreds of kernels. We 
scooped up several handfuls of the stuff before the 
train began to n1ove again. So111eone sighed ruefully. 

"It's exactly 30 days to Pesach," I said, breaking 
the silence. ''We ought to save these kernels.­
Who kno1vs? Maybe we'll be liberated by Pesach, 
and lVe will use these for 1natzos n1itzvah.'" 

The n1ere mention of liberation and the festival of 
freedom lvas heady stuff, and none of the religious 
n1e1nhers of our group dared chetv any 1nore kernels 
-at least publicly. 

But that was weeks ago. Liberation hud not come. 
No one received food packages, as we did in 
Sachsenhausen. And at Mauthausen the food was 
impossible. One loaf of bread was rationed for 
eight men. The daily soup was uneatable. I had 
always n1anaged to cat everything-even in Birkenau, 
but in spite of gnawing hunger I could not tolerate 
the Mauthauscn soup and vomited. 

I was fingering the wheat longingly, weakeningly i 
when Mendel Markus and the Rubenstein brothers 
approached me. The Seder night was two v.1eeks 
away. I should ask the Block Alters/er (Senior), 
Atz.e Levin, and the Stube A/tester (Room Senior) 
b"rnst Gottlieb for per1nission to bake 1natzos, since 
I was on good tern1s with thenz. Markus and the 
Rubensteins lvould take care of the tin1e and the 
place, so the SS 111ould not find out-using the 
ivashroo1n late at night. 1'he only problen1 would 
be to heat the stove sufficiently so the baking could 
proceed quickly. 

J could not share in their exciten1ent. We were 
isolated slave-laborers in a prison camp, surrounded 

This piece is a sec/ion of an unpublished \\'Ork hy ABRAHAA1 
KRAKOWSKI reco11111inf.? his experiences under Nazi terror. 
Rabhi Krakowsld studied in 1·arious European yeshivos he/ore 

con1ing lo A nu~rica where he i.~ now Cllf.?Of.?ed in business. 
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by the SS men on all sides. Our only value to our 
masters was our skills in handling counterfeit money, 
not as human beings. I couldn't see risking our 
lives further just to bake matzos.-And then. what 
about the prisoners who sleep near the stove? Some 
were only "half-Jews" and "quarter-Jews.'' We 
were so crowded that we practicaUy slept in a heap. 
-They would never tolerate the overheated stove.­
What would we do if an SS officer would make a 
sudden appearanee?-And how would we beat 
the kernels into flour" (That was a job I would 
relish, but how would we do it?)- The plan was 
simply too fraught with danger. 

Markus would not soften his stand. ls it only 
coincidence that these tvheat kernels can1e into our 
hands a month before Pesach? 

We fmally agreed that J would present our dilemma 
to Reb Avigdor Glanzer-a tabnid chochonr whose 
word we all respected. (Markus was not on good tern1s 
with Glanzer, but he agreed to accept his decision.) 

I told Glanzer the entire story, and he agreed with 
me fully. When I brought back his opinion to 
Mendel Markus he spat out at me: "So now you'll 
have your way and we won't have 1natzos. Don't you 
realize that this is probably the last Pesach of our 
lives? You'll have so1nc explaining to do in the 
next world." 

His words hurt, and I had to struggle with myself 
not to punch hi1n. "You're a scoundrel for rubbing 
salt in our wounds,'' f shot back at him. "If you 
can talk that way, your entire re1igion is phony! 
!'111 not stopping you from baking 1natzos. Why 
don't you aproaeh the Block Altestcr and Stubcn 
Altester, the way you ask me to? I, personally, don't 
see any mitzvah in risking our Jives." 

.More out of desperation than conviction r quoted 
the Gemora in Pesochim ( 43b, 91 b) that draws a 
parallel between the obligation to eat matzos on 
Pesach and the prohibition against eating cho1netz. 
Anyone prohibited to eat chometz must eat 111atzos. 
"Could that apply to us?" J argued heatedly. "We 
couldn't live eight days without chometz. We'd starve. 
So we're not expected to eat matzos, either." 

J realized that the argument was faulty, so I 
added in parting, "Remember Chanuka? I didn't 
want to take chances then, either. So you lit 
candles on your own. Who's to stop you from baking 
n1atzos now?H 
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My answer to him was no answer to myself. I 
sought comfort from the Rubensteins and Glanzer. 
They were quick to agree with me that Markus was 
cruel, and that I should ignore his taunts. Glanzer 
was especially furious with Markus. Yet they 
voiced reservations. 

"But still-" 
"Maybe we could still manage-" 
"After al1, the grain-isn't it a sign from Heaven 

that G-d wants us to go ahead and bake matzos?" 
"Look here/' I insisted, "no one ever thought 

of baking matzos until I said it in that boxcar from 
Sachsenhausen. It was my idea, and now I say 
forget about it. As for G-d wanting us to eat matzos, 
His help can come in a flash, anyway. Let's just 
leave this to Him." 

My retort quieted them-but not my restless 
thoughts. That night I slept fitfully. Jn my dream, 
my deceased father and I were visiting the Wonder 
Rebbe of Radomsk, .1l';;; P' 1!11:JT ,;i:ii:i':> v'1l i:ir 
1~1 Cij?)" 'ii. 

We stood at his table at which he usually sat. 
Next to him stood his son-in-law, Reb Moshe, 
,~, civl' cw;; .ii,;i; P' inm .;;:i"l:i'i v'il i:ir. 
(The Rebbe and his son-in-law had been killed by 
the SS in the Warsaw Ghetto in 1942, together 
with their wives. I had known that already.) The 
Rebbe asked me, "What are you doing about 
daveninf.{ i.vith a minyan (a group of JO people)? 
It is written: i:ii 'lM M'ii ,i:ii 'A whole thing­
and not half-way.' " 

I answered: "If it is at all possible, we see to it 
that when someone has to say Kaddish on a 
Yahrzeit (the anniversary of the death of a parent) 
that lVe get ten people together. We also 1nanage 
an occasional 'Kedusha' and 'Borchu.'" 

Suddenly n'ly father was not there anymore­
[ realized while dreaming that my father was no 
longer of this world, and I began begging the 
Rebbe to look into our situation, and that he 
should pray to G-d to help us. Then I told him 
the entire story of the grain and how Markus 
had chastised n1e, insisting that we bake matzos. 
I told hiln about nrv answer-the Gemora I 
quoted, Tny argunienf. I asked hinz what he 
thought about the 1natter. He answered: "! shall 
tell wm. As a matter of principle you are right, 
but . you lVill re1nen1ber how your dear father 
labm:ed to bake matzas. And it is written: pi 
miiii, iwi;n And thus you shall do for all your 
generations." 

With that the dream was over. 

The next morning I awoke full of hope that we 
would be freed. The words were echoing in my ears: 
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"Thus you shall do for all your generations . 
all your generations!" There would be more 
generations! 

I could not wait to hear them call "Everybody 
out of bed." I ran directly to Glanzer and all but 
shouted, "Mr. Glanzer, we'll bake matzos!" 

He stared at me, and asked, "What happened all 
of a sudden?" 

I told him the entire dream and the impression 
it had made on me. 

"If that is the case, I have no counsel to offer 
and I a1n in agreement," he said, ''-and very 
happy at that." 

I went to Markus and the Rubinsteins, and also 
told them the story, and that we would indeed 
bake matzos. I was so convinced that our liberation 
was at hand, that no guns could scare me. 

Glanzer, one of the Rubinsteins, and I approached 
Atze the Block Senior for permission to bake the 
matzos in the evening after taps. He asked, 
"Where do you expect to do all that?" 

We told him that the preparation would be done 
in the washroom, bnt we would like to have the 
stove in the room well-heated so the baking could 
be handled with speed. We assured him that the 
whole operation, from beginning to end, would take 
only half an hour. He went with us to Ernst Gottlieb, 
the Room Senior. Both realized that we were serions. 
They agreed, and added, "Think of us, too." 

We quickly began the detailed planning on how 
to accomplish our task. We washed four towels and 
hung them to dry on the wall surrounding the yard. 
After they had dried, we wrapped the grain kernels 
in the towels and took four hammers (we had access 
to tools) and beat the grain until late in the 
afternoon. We did this out in the yard. The guards 
were puzzled by our actions, bnt they were not 
permitted to talk to us, nor we to them. But we could 
hear them asking each other: "What are they 
doing there?" As the grain became pulverized. we 
poured it into a piece of paper. After several hours 
of arm-aching work, we had collected about 
200 grams of flour. 

During the course of the day we found a tin can 
which we heated through to make it kosher for 
Pesach use. By bedtime the stove was piping hot. 
When the light was turned off, some of those near 
the stove started to complain that it was too hot for 
thcn1. Gottlieb raised his voice, "Krakowski is not 
to be disturbed in his work. Everyone quiet!" 
That was sufficient to silence the complaints. 

We quickly went into the washroom. We prepared 
the dough in a bowl we had previously heated and 
cleaned, and whisperingly, with tears on our cheeks, 
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we sang snatches from Halle!. The kneading and 
rolling took some ten minutes. We had a board for 
rolling out the dough, but we had to use an empty 
bottle as a rolling pin. I then stationed myself at 
the stove, and every minute or so, one of my 
co-workers brought me a matzoh from the washroom. 
The stove was so hot that it took barely two minutes 
for six matzos to be done. I would slide one 
matzoh on and take off another. 

We stuck to our schedule, and the entire work 
was finished in less than eighteen minutes! We had 
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baked sixteen matzos-each about the size of 
the palm of my hand. For the first time in years 
we went to bed happy. 

The next morning we began writing down the 
Hagadah and its recounting of the Exodus from 
Egypt, piecing it together from whatever anyone 
could remember by heart. 

In the evening, our Seder began. Again we 
slipped into the washroom. The previous evening 
we were six in the washroom-that night, fifteen. 
There were more who wanted to join us, but there 
was not enough room-and then, we were afraid 
that the SS might hear us. We started reciting the 
Hagadah very quietly. Some of us could not contain 
ourselves and broke into sobs. As for me, r could 
not utter a single word. 

When I had quieted down a little, I reminded 
the others not to forget where we were, and to try 
to be quick. After we recounted the Exodus from 
Egypt, we washed our hands and ate a piece of 
matzoh. I permitted myself to save a piece the size 
of a fingernail, as a talisman. 

At the conclusion of our Seder, after the traditional 
"Next year in Jerusale1n," we said in one voice, as 
if it were part of the text: "If G-d will only free 
us now, we win have to make an even greater 
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May We Suggest . .. ? 
The tales of heroism that emanate from the Soviet Union, the daily hardships 

people endure there to experience Yiddishkeit and to keep it, the gallant and breath­
taking sacrifices some undergo - these reach us in America with an impact that 
strikes deeper than our emotions. Something wrenches the soul and demands a sym­
pathetic response from the reader/listener/vicarious participant. But what can we do? 

We contribute money to help Russian olim experience whatever they set out 
to find in coming to Israel. We send packages of food, clothing, and encouragement 
to Jews still in Russia. This surely mitigates someone's problems, which is a major 
feature of "carrying a burden with one's friend." But do we change? Does some of 
their heroism cling to us as a result? 

Some people find defying policemen outside of UN headquarters, or parading 
around in prison uniforms, or taunting Soviet diplomats a means of sharing the press 
of the burden of Jewishness with their Soviet brethren. Perhaps this type of activity 
does have some value to the demonstrator, but the experience is street theater and 
only touches the emotions. 

How, then, can one taste that sweetness exclusive to those who act with inner 
strength? Can one send back to them sympathetic waves of sacrifice, of dedication to 
"Y ah ad us"? 

May we be so bold as to make a suggestion: 

Review those mitzvah experience that the Russian Jews yearn for most and 
can only perform at greatest personal risk or discomfort - tefillah with a minyan, 
mikvah, studying Torah, teaching others, outwardly expressing Jewishness. Then, to 
begin, select one-just one-that you have been neglecting, because of inconvenience 
or hardship. 

Y Of course you keep kosher. Bui do you check the ingredients carefully 
before purchasing, before sampling? Fine print can carry some very tricky clauses. 
Begin reading . . . 

~· If you daven regularly with minyan, then decide to enhance your concen­
tration. Do a little research and studyinJ. Find out what the tefillos mean. And 
then remember the meanings when you dwen .... Start listening to the sounds of 
the words you pronounce when in tcfillah .... If you habitually daven at home, break 
the habit and join a minyan ... and if you simply don't daven, then why not start now? 

r Set aside ten minutes that you'll never miss to learn a Mishnah or two 
every day. Or a halachah. Or both. Or try an hour or two every week for something 
more ambitious. It will become a routine you will never want to miss after that. 
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'1\ In Kiev Jews are afraid to greet strangers. We shouldn't be. Give "Sholom" 
to a new-comer. Or to a neighbor you've been meaning to greet but haven't. Or to a 
stranger who wants to get acquainted with Yiddishkeit but seems to be waiting for 
an introduction. 

Every one of us can find a place to begin. And the l'shem yichud thoughts of 
dedication, of directing our thoughts Heavenward, should include Y akov, Leonid, 
or Ester who yearn to do what you can do freely. By merely yearning, he is doing 
something for you. So act out this fulfillment for him. Bring yourself closer to his 
ideals of self-actualization as a Jew. He will appreciate it-very deep within-just as 
you and I are so deeply indebted to him for his mesiras nefesh, his gallantry. There 
are wavelengths of communication that do not depend on wires and that defy 
jamming, if only we would attempt to transmit. 

This probably sounds fantastic and somewhat romantic, 
real-life stories that have been reaching us from the Soviet. 

but then so do the 

(Clip & Save) 

Reconsider this suggestion, and after you have made 
your selection-in refillah, in Torah, in kashrus observ­

ance-make it a cornn1itment. Fill out the pledge 
fonn, sign it. clip it out, and put it in your wallet or 
purse. 

Ren1ember the Russian Jew we so adn1irc ... and 
provide hin1 with an American Jew that he, too, can 
admire. 

An Afterthought 

We, too. are interested in finding ways of emulating 
the example of the Russian Jew, and we would very 
n1uch welcon1c your ideas. For that matter, so would 
our readers. Please take a few extra n1inutes and write 
your ideas on the form below--don't sign-and send it 
to us. Your thoughtful consideration may move others 
to act as well. 

Jewish Observer I 5 Beekman St. I New York 10038 
I hope to experience a personal enrichn1ent. and per­
haps bring gratification to a Russian Jew, by carrying 
out my commitment to: 
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In respect and admiration for the 
aspirations and deeds of n1y .Russian 
brother, I hereby nccept upon my­
self, i;i ''J (without vowing): 

(Signature) 

17 



"Teach the child according to his way"-exhorted King Solomon. 
The "way" of some children seems to be unresponsive, willful, 
incorrigible. When confronted with this. the temptation is to 
keep such children in line, to force them into a mold. Is this 
what King Solomon meant?-Ask Zalmy. 

Zalmy Speaks 
A Day in the Mind of a Budding Yeshiva Bochur 

1'/ze vvhite of the sun is so warm on 1ny back, 
and the wind blows soft and tickley through my hair. 
It's so much fun hopping through the field after 
the squa·wking turkeys! 

Suddenly the wet smack of my baby brother's lips 
sounded against my cheek.,, jolting me awake fro1n my 
dream. 

I snuggled down under the quilt, covering even n1y 
face, hoping no one would disturb me. In vain, of 
course. Mommy came into the room and gently pulled 
back the covers. "Oh I hate to get up, I hate to get 
up, I hate to get up in the morning. Ob, how I'd love 
to remain in bed, Oh, how I'd love to remain in bed," 
she sang, while preparing my clothes for the new day. 

O.K., O.K., I started getting up. Shmuel was up 
before me as usual, and we raced to see who could 
dress faster. He won. Always did. Somehow, when 
T rushed, my shirt ended up backwards, my tzitzis 
landed on top of my shirt instead of beneath it, and 
my pants zipper got stuck. "Big deal!" I told myself, 
unconvincingly. It was a big deal! Shmuel, only a year 
and a day older than me, was close enough in age 
to be in the same race, yet older enough to always win. 
I wanted very much to catch up with him. We marked 
our heights on the bedroom wall, and the inch or 
two gap between us was never closed. When I grew 
tall enough to reach his last mark, he was already 
taller than that. Mommy said when we will be fully 
grown it wi11 even out, but that was so long to wait, 
it was never. 

I WAS DAYDREAMING AGAIN instead of eating breakfast. 
I was sure Daddy was going to tell me to hurry up. He 
always called me absent-minded. Really I wasn't. The 
troub1e was that my mind was not absent, it was always 
there. There were always so many fascinating things 
around me. that I forgot to do those things other 

MRS. ZILBERBERG, a n1other of three, is a free-lance writer who 
has had articles published in leading periodicals. 
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people expected of me. Like right then, I would have 
rather counted the grains of wheat germ in my cereal 
bowl than eat them, but I knew I would be punished 
if I did. 

H'm, I'll bet there are a thousand of thenz there. 
Mommy was making the beds, and Daddy just 
left to shut. Maybe if l count quickly nobody will 
see, ... 72, 73, 74, 75 . ... I turned quickly and 
gasped. 

"Oh, Yankey! Don't scatter them! See now-they're 
all on the floor!" Oh! Mommy's going to hit rne.' 

I tried to gather them together quickly and l planned 
to dump them in the garbage before Mommy returned, 
so she'd think I ate them up.-No luck. There she was. 
I tried to explain what had happened. She said if I'd 
eaten it when she gave it to me, Yankey couldn't have 
done it. So it was really my fault, not Yankcy's. 

"Not fair! Not fair. He spilled it out, not me!" 
Mommy served me something else instead and then 

it was time for school. I raced out to Daddy's car. 
1 loved to go to school in Daddy's car. Daddy gave 
us each a penny for the tzedakah box. He wished us 
a good day, and then out of the car we ran. 
I LIKED SCHOO!. most of the time. . . . My teacher 
taught us real interesting things. Like about the akeida. 
Boy, that was a pretty scary story. Trouble was, I was 
so excited about what happened, that I forgot the 
names of the people. When Rebbi called on me to 
repeat the story, I decided to make up new names for 
them. I began, "When Hashem told Moshe to take his 
son Yaakov and sacrifice him .... "I never got further. 
Laughter rang out, and I sat down, disgraced. 1'ears 
sprang to my eyes, my cheeks were aflame. 

The Rebbi called on Fishel. He forgot the name of 
Avrohom's wife. He hesitated. the Rebbi supplied the 
name .... Why was it so much worse for 1nc to make 
up a new name? I tried to count the number of tiles 
on the ceiling. 

H'1n, the kids upstairs are walkin,:; around on 
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my ceiling. Upstairs the ceiling is the floor. That's 
funny. How can one thing be two things? I guess it 
depends on where you are. If it's above you, i(s the 
ceiling. If it's beneath you, it's the floor. Like 
forgetting a name from the Torah. If you make up 
a new one, you're disgraced. If you admit you forgot 
it, you're praised.-It made sense, yet it didn't. 

You know, when I was playing chess with my 
friends, I decided to move my pawn one space ahead. 
But I did it funny. First I moved it one space diagonally 
to the right, then one space to the left. It ended up 
one space in front of where I started, so it was on1y 
one move. But the kid I was playing with saw me 
move it twice, so he started yelling, "Cheater, cheater!" 
The other kids crowded around, and they didn't let 
me explain. They all thought I cheated. Really I didn't, 
I just figured out a new way to get to the same place.­
Who cares about arguing? They're dumb. They're 
cheaters, 'cause they cheated me out of my move! 
Phooey on them! 
RECESS! YIPPEE! I took out my pencil-case to check 
if Mommy had sharpened my pencils for English. The 
long points were beautiful. I decided to try them out. 
Oops' I pressed too hard and one point broke. I picked 
up the second one. A boy brushed by me and snapped 
off the other point. Oh! I better sharpen theni again. 
I went to the office but the secretary wouldn't let me 
in to sharpen the pencils. What can I do? I can"t do 
anything.-So I went back to my room with great 
anxiety and dread. 

LATER, DURING ENGLISH:) Miss Ess instructed us to 
take out our pencils and notebooks. I took out my 
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notebook. "Zalman, where is your pencil?" she asked 
sharply. 

I took them out and tried to explain. She was not 
interested in explanations. "Close your notebook. When 
you remember to bring sharpened pencils to school, 
then you will write." 

Phooey on her! the day before I had sharpened 
pencils, and when she told us to write Ii' s I made 
them all different sizes so it would be more 
interesting. Know what she did? She yelled at me, 
that's what! She never liked anything I did! I knew 
she wouldn't give me a star that day either. I never 
got even one. Bet I never get any. 
1 just couldn't seem to do everything right like she 

wanted. I asked Mommy to buy me stars. I couldn't 
wait 'til school was out to see if she had. "Clang! 
Clangl" 

Goody! I ran for my coat. I stood in line. Teacher 
gave out two stars. None for me. I ran home. "Mommy, 
Mommy, did you buy my stars?" 

"Yes," she answered. "Here they are." 
I spent a blissful half hour pasting them on every­

thing in sight, including Mommy's face. After supper 
I reviewed the Chumash with Daddy. He was proud 
that I knew it so well that day. That made me feel 
warm and cozy inside. It's great to know our Chumash.' 

Then it was bedtime. As I snuggled under the covers 
once more, I decided to dream about birds that night. 

Birds are so pretty and graceful. They never 
stumble, and don't make mistakes. They're free. 
When something threatening approaches, they 
fly away.-Lucky birdies . ... Good night. D 

I SRA EL 
Burials and American Disinterments 

1:-r1n\.i11w :ir.:\.w 
is privileged to announce that RIVERSIDE is the only 

licensed funeral director in the U.S. able to effect 
Transfer to Israel within 24 hours 

RI,TERSIDE also is available as the 
Sole agent for Sanhadrea Cemetery 
HAR HAZEITJM • HAR HAMENUCHOT 

AND ALL CEMETERIES IN ISRAEL 
RI''ERSIDE only can offer this service: 
Enroufe to Israel within 24 hours 

Strict adherenre to Halarha :ind J\.finhaginl. 
• Arrrinirements made during lifelime with no ohliµ::1tion. 

Chnpel secured in any com1nunity. 

RIVERSIDE 
Memorial Chapel, Inc. • Funeral Directors 

MANHATTAN: 76th St at Am'.derdam Ave .• EN 2-6600. 
BROOKLYN: Ocean P'way at Prospect Park • UL 4-2000 
BRONX: Grond Councourse at 179th Street - LU 3-6300 
WESTCHESTER: 21 West Broad Street, Mt. Vernon 

(914) MO 4-6800 
'FAR ROCKAWAY: 1250 Central Avenue • FA 7-7100 
Chapels in MIAMI and MIAMI BEACH • JE 1-1151 

SOLOMON SHOULSON ANDREW F/ER 
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A RESIDENT FINISHING SCHOOL DEDICATED TO THE CONCEPT OF 

(;' ,:i~ c'?:iril ni'.l>)£J 1?r.i :n:i n1u:J ?::i 
OFFERING 

Full Four Year Regents Accredited 
High School Program 
Superb Individually Tailored 
Hebrew Studies Program 
Programs and Instruction in Physical 
Education, Dramatics, Arts & Crafts, 
Homemaking Skills 
Co-Curricular Projects 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

School Choir and Band 
International Student Body 
Landscaped 96 Acre Campus 
Modern Fire-Proof Structures 
Residence Rooms Fully Carpeted, 
With Private Balcony and Bath 
Full Four Season Sports Program 
Day and Overnight School Trips 

Continuing in the principles of its founder, HORA V AVROHOM NEWHOUSE, 7":;1 

For Further Information Contact 

p·r1irr1ia Bclis ;yaakcJcJ 
Executive Office: 1415 EAST 7TH STREET, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11230 
Ferndale Office: BAIS YAAKOV CAMPO:, FERNDALE, N. Y. 12734 

Tn. (212) 375-3533 
TEL. (914) 292-8193 
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more second looks 
at the jewish scene 

MEHL FAMILY 

The American Jewish Congress 

- Its Many-Sided Mouth 
How many dimensions to a 

n1outh? The American Jewish Con­
gress is exploring the possibilities, 
and no sooner does it discover a 
new side to its mouth then it issues 
statements from it. 

Pro-tradition? - Anti-tradition? 
- For day-school education? -
Against it?-Universality of Juda­
isn1?-Jewish particularism? Give 
the AJC a mimeograph machine 
and in the span of a few days it 
issues pronounce111ents espousing 
each of these points of view. 

Side One 

Mrs. Naomi I.evine, the Con­
gress's executive director, told the 
AJC"s v.ro1nen's division at their 
recent convention: 

"It is tin1e ncnv that a new Tal-
1nud be wraten ... to exan1ine, to 
explore und ulthnately to reinterpret 
traditional Jeivish laa' to n1eet con­
ten1porary conditions . ... 1'radi­
tional ]e~vish law lvas insensitive to 
the dignity and personal rights of 
11,01nen." 

(N. Y. Times: March 27, •73) 

lt takes a special audacity for a non­
Orthodox woman to speak out on 
these topics when she has no inkling 
of the beauty and singularity of 
\vomen"s role in Jewish life, nor any 
understanding of how this role is 
delineated and protected by the 
"old .. Talmud, which is inseparable 
fron1 the written Torah it expounds. 

Then Mrs. Levine tips her hand 
and shows exactly why she has 
taken up the gauntlet for the op-

The lt'Wish Obse1Ter I !11arch. 1973 

pressed Orthodox woman, when she 
herself is not included in their 
ranks: 

"/ a1n not black but I am con­
cerned with inequities that blacks 
suffer. I am not Orthodox but Or­
thodox law affects us all as Jews 
and as wo1nen. We can no longer 
accept the status of second-class 
citizens." 

Mrs. Levine is not aching for 
"Sh/ishi., at an Orthodox shul 
or shteibe/. She's looking for a 
cause. The days of Selma. Alabama, 
are Jong gone and American blacks 
do not want white advocates to 
plead for their rights, thank you. 
Tn fact, the blacks have succeeded 
in expanding on the liberal-Jewish 
selfless agenda and they are success­
fully agitating for quotas in govern­
ment and the academic world, to 
the point of excluding Jews. 

So the AJC. like an abolitionist 
in post Civil War society, is looking 
for new Uncle Toms to free-and 
who else is as ripe for unshackling 
as their "oppressed.. Orthodox 
sisters? 

1\~~,~JilBASSYJ 
CATERERS 

Announce that they are now the exclusive 
Glatt Kosher Caterers, available under 
supervision of Rabbi Dr. Joseph Breuer, 
maintaining their own Glatt Kosher KitcheD 

AT 

' lfef !~~~~~~~~~~~-~ll~ 
Your own special occasion, catered to 
perfection, in the most dramatic setting, 
nffering spectacular panoramic views of 

the entire City of New York. 

• 
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 

100 to 1000 GUESTS 
With Parking & Open Chupah 

Also stiff available at afl 
leading Hotefs and Temples. 

Call (212) BO 3·1070 or 592-5000 
for choice Weekend or Weekday dates. 

• 
111 St. at 52 Ave., Flushing, Queens 

TRADITION PERSONNEL AGENCY 
"At Your Service With All Your Employment Needs" 

Need A Shomer Shabbos Job? 
Looking For A Shomer Shabbos Person? 

For Fast, Efficient and Courteous Service 
18 W. 45th St., New York, N. Y. 10036 • 563-3994 

Open Monday night by appointment only 
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Large Selection of 
Boys' and Men's hats 

Homburg and Straw hats 

4707 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Agency for Knox hats 

Agency for Panizza & 
Borsalino Italian hats 

111111111111111111111111111n11111111111111111111111 

YESHIVA & MESIVTA 
!!E'ER SHMUEL 

ANNOUNCES THAT ITS ANNUAL 

TESTIMONIAL DINNER 
for the benefit of our 

MESIVTA 
will be held 

SUNDAY, MAY 27, 1973 
25 IY AR, 5733 

We ask all friends of Torah and our 
Mesivta to keep this date free and make 
sure to participate in this in1'pidng 

Torah event. 
Guest Speaker: 

The Zealous and Dedicated Torah Pioneer 
RABBI MOSHE SHERER 

Executive President of Agudath Israel 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS 
FOR NEW MESIVTA STUDENTS 

Are Now Being Held. 
For the Coming Year, Jf/e JT'ill !lave a 

DORMITORY 
For a f;i1nited Number of Students. 

For further information call Mesivta office .. 
RABBI J. MORDUCHOWITZ, Hon. Pre5. 
ARON MAGED, Chairman of the Board 

4407 ·12th Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Tel. 853-1376 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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Side 2 
This anti-Talmud stand, then, is 

really an ignorant blast born out of 
desperation. At times-the next 
day, in fact-AJC can sound down­
right tradition-loving. At the same 
AJC convention, Leon A. Jick, the 
director of the Institute for Jewish 
Life warned that: 

"The Jewish co1nmunity faces a 
fearsome attrition in nunibers and 
in the quality of Jewish life . ... 
The conditions which led Jews to 
establish . . . hospitals no longer 
exist . ... Jewish centers and "Y"s, 
too, have undergone a transforma­
tion of character . ... And what of 
... Jeivish education? Are we eter­
nally wedded to the less and less 
satisfactory model of the supple­
n1entary school which uses dimin­
ishing a1naunts of tin1e less and less 
effectively? ... If we believe that 
Jewish survival is desirable ... we 
niust undertake a radical new de­
parture for An1erican Jewry-a 
1nobilization for spiritual, intellect­
ual, cultural and experiential re­
newal." 

-sounding for the life of him like 
a yeshiva principal, especially if one 
1nay assume that "spiritual renewal" 
encompasses old values, rather than 
deferring to new fads with demands 
for an "up-dated Talmud." 

Sides 21h and 3 
I~est one dismiss Dr. Jick as a 

maverick, one need only leaf 
throueh the sheaf of AJC press re-

;,:nu ;iiiiv:i 
Now Availoble 

448 PAGES {9" ' 12") 
A Full Encyclopedia of 
HALACHOS, CUSTOMS 
and COMMENTARIES 

on BRIS MILLAH 
Arranged according to the YOREH DEAH 

Compiled by 
RABBI MOSHE BUNIM 

PIRUTINSKY 
For your copy contact: 

RABBI MOSHE BUNIM PIRUTINSKY 
1279 52nd Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11219 

leases for the one dated March 25, 
where Rabbi Arthur Herzberg, pres­
ident of the American Jewish Con­
gress, is reported as saying: 

"The great enterprise of Jewish 
life in the 1970's must be to trans­
form our organizations so that they 
are consciously designed to increase 
Jewish knowledge and co1nmitnient. 
... (In his address, Rabbi Hertz­
berg warned that) Jewish communal 
institutions were failing to meet 
their primary responsibility of pro­
viding American Jews 1vith a basic 
Jewish education and a deep sense 
of rootedness in the Jewish group. 
... The American Jewish conz­
munity is increasingly beco1ning a 
kind of accidental association of 
Jews who come together to deal 
with general problems. 

uBut if Jews are to survive as a 
people, the content of Jewish life 
must be filled with something more 
than building hospitals, founding 
universities, and offering social ser­
vices to the community at large." 

His plea for more and better Jew­
ish education sounds like a boost 
for funding yeshivas-from what­
ever source. Y ct, AJ C is still the 
hand that pulls the strings that 
direct the motions of its puppct­
organization-PEARL. 

The AJC's PEARL is the major 
source of legal roadblocks to gov­
ernment aid to education. It has 
challenged and lobbied against 
every form of direct or indirect 

Weddings ·Bar· Mitzvahs 
USA. / lsrae1 

PHOf::;;;~; 111111111 

ZELMAN STUDIOS 
623 CORTELYOU ROAD 

(OFF OCEAN PKWY) 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11218 

(212)941-5500 
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government support to non-public 
education-from bus service and 
textbook grants to the current 
movement for tax credits for par­
ents of yeshiva and parochial school 
students (C.R.ED.l.T.). 

Side 4 
One might still be fooled by 

Rabbi Hertzberg's words expressing 
self-concern and his call for 
strengthening the internal ranks of 
Jewry. To counter these trumpets of 
particularism, he pulls out the ac­
cordion of universalism and wraps 
up the world with harmonic chords 
of Jewish concern: 

"Jeivish continuity cannot he as­
sured by turning inward so that we 
l11orry only about 'what's good for 
lelvs.' There can be no security for 
the .!elvish co1nmu11ity by retreating 
to the ghetto. If we tuke our religion 
and ourselves seriously, we nzust as 
a people speak out courageously for 
those concerns of human dignity, 
equality and freedom which are 
authentic to the Jewish spirit." 

So before fretting or rejoicing 
over today's AJC pronouncements, 
wait for to1norro\v's. Your 1nood is 
subject to change-as AJC's is sure 
to. [] 

THE WORLD FAMOUS 
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

·~1p? il'l:l ·~ip? 
7"X! i~ti':>N 7N1~!V ,, ;"nin~ 

Avaifabfe at 

LEKUTEI INC. 
c/o I. Rosenberg 

10 West 47th Street, Room 702 
New Yorlc, N. Y. 10036 

20 Volumes on Torah, Perek, 
Medrash, Megilas and Talmud. 
Proceeds of sales distributed among 

Yeshivas and used for reprinting 
of volumes out-of-print 

PRICE $4.50 PER VOLUME 

TO OUR OVERSEAS READERS: 

Get Airmail Delivery of 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER 
Regular overseas subscription 

rate . . ..... $ 6.00 
Airmail (at $1 per copy) 10.00 

$16.00 
Your saving 4.00 

Your price Sl2.00 

Effective immediately. 

JEWISH OBSERVER I SUBSCRIPTION 
DEPT. I 5 Beekman St./ N.Y.C. 10038 

ANNOUNCING 
New Beautiful de-Luxe 

Hard Cover Edition of 
HALACHOS OF SHABBOS 

in English 
Including Sections 1-111 in one volume 

By RABBI SHIMON EIDER 
Comprehensive - Authoritative 
Deals with practical balachah 

in modern circumstances 
Available in Hebrew Book 

Stores for $9 .DO* 
or write the author: 

P.O.B. 162, Lakewood, N. J. 08701 

Also available in soft-cover 
HALACHOS OF SHABBOS 

Section I - $2.50* 
An Introduction to 

HILCHOS SHABBOS 

Section II - $3.00* 
First Five Melachos 

Section Ill - $3.00* 
Melachos of Selection 

(ipi~1 ,,,~ ,;1111) 

HALACHOS OF THE ERUV 
$2.50* 

.... of greatest value on the American 
Scene." -Jewish Observer 
" ..• A very ~mP,?rfant new work ... 
clear ... pret1se. 

-Torah Umesorah Newsletter 
.. invaluable for scholars ... ideal for 

average laymen, as well." -Jewish Press 

"'When ordering from the author, add 
25¢ per soft cover volume and 50¢ per 
hard cover volume for postaqe & handling. 

Only pre-paid orders. 
SPECIAL RATES FOR BULK ORDERS 

The first and ONLY ONE to have expedited 
matters swiftly enough so that interment was 

1nade in Israel in less than 24 hours. 
Over 21 Years Experience in 

INTERMENT IN ISRAEL 
Graves Available in All Parts of Israel 

Fu/fy Authorized Agent 
licensed by Israeli Authorities 

PINCUS MANDEL 
- No .4 ssociates -

Over 43 Years of Cemetery Experience 
THE FIRST KOSHER DRIVE-INS IN AMERICA 
Char-broiled Burgers, French Fries, Franks, Farm 
Fried Chicken, corn on cob. Fillet of fish & More. 

{ 18 years with Beth David Cemetery on long Island; 
now Administrative Consultant of Beth Israel 

Cemetery, Woodbridge, N. J.J 
Known for Personalized, ULTRA-ORTHODOX 

Procedure in Rendering a 
Dedicated, Dependable, Efficient Service 

at Reasonable Cost 

@ Supervised • Gloff Kosher • Shomer Shabbos 

96 MAIN STREET, NEW ROCHELLE 
Boston Post Road - Just North of the Mal! 

and 

SURF AVE. & W. 15th ST., CONEY ISLAND 

The l!'H'is!i Ohsen·er / March, 1973 

175 LEE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11211 
Day and Night Phone (212) 855-5121 

Graves procured directly from Chevros Kadisha 
appointed hy ESTABLISHED KEHILOS, and 
responsible for their Community Cemetery. 
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New Feldheim Publications! Letters to the Editor 

THE BAAL SHEM 
OF MICHELSTADT 

by Judaeus 

Translated from the German by 
Manfred F. Kuttner. $3.75 

A GUIDE FOR THE 
YEAR OF SH'MITTAH 
by Rabbi Kabnan Kahana 

Paper $1.25 

Again available: 

THE BOOK OF OUR HERITAGE 
by Eliyahu Kitov 

3 vols. $20.00 

THE NINETEEN LETTERS 
OF BEN UZIEL 

On Judaism 

by l?.ahbi San1son Raphael Hirsch 

$3.75 

Plew,;e indnde 50¢ postage for the first 
<'OPY and 25<,: for each additional one, 
p]us sales tax where applicable. 

Our Cal<1logue av(li[able upon request. 

PHILIPP FELDHEIM, Inc. 
The House of the Jewish Book 

96 East Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10002 

Jerusalem Branch: 

FELDHEIM PUBLISHERS Ltd. 
39 Tachkemoni Street, Jerusalem, Israel 
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Of Revie'"'·s, Records, 
and Reservations 

To the Editor: 
Since you review books as a 

regular feature, I suggest that, as a 
public service, you expand into the 
area of reviewing records. I do not 
have a regular column in mind­
rather, one article, with one purpose 
in mind: to decry the recent flood 
of pseudo-nigunhn. Every week 
finds the appearance of a new 
record, advertised as "Chassidic 
music" or "Jewish music," accom­
panied with fittingly traditional pic­
tures on the cover. But on the inside 
... the sacred words of "Ki Hay1n 
Chayeinu" can be heard, to a tune 
reminiscent of "Old MacDonald 
Jiad a Farn1." ... l'here is ((Ani 
Ma'amin," a line thousands died for, 
to a tune smacking of a sleazy night 
club act. .. , A pure Holy Roller 
"Chazak Chazak Venis'chazek," 
that sounds like never starting to 

~D~llt=~~tc~ 815 KINGS HIGHWAY.BROOKLYN fru_ OcNn Parkway/ 

~l:::J!!<JO"'""QI _ ~ ~ &" 
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The newty .--odeled ond 
refurbished APER/ON offen 
lv11uriout Glott Ko$her Foeilities 
with wch dsgont new touehe. ... ~, 

SE,.ARA·TE 
SMOIGASBORD ROOMS 

OPEN CHUl'AH ROO#fl 

Mith Bridal Silouhette 
Dome Conopy 

Ju•t c.empletff ... 
the aff n.-w EmpiN loem 

In Celebration of our 

13th ANNIVERSARY 
the 

PRUZANSKY BROTHERS 
announce a policy of 

SPECIAL CATERIN6 RATES 
throughout the year . . 

wirh particularly moder1t1 package de.ls. 

ti 

learn, let alone finishing anything. 
... "Atoh Clzonain," the words 
which according to Rav Meir Kare­
litz, enabled his sainted brother, the 
Chazon lsh l;i"::tr, to reach great 
heights of wisdom-these words 
serve as mouth-overs for son1e 
souped-up guitar nlusic .... 

One question to the new stars in 
the Rabbinic-Rock firmament: A 
quick visit to any yeshiva will bring 
the proof that these nigunhn are, in 
the majority, unsingable, unfit for 
any reHgious gatherings, and devoid 
of any spirituality, Jn fact, if the 
music of Simon and Garfunkel (let's 
be gallant, while we're being broad­
minded~they're Jewish boys from 
New York, aren't they?) would be 
shorn of its 1yrics espousing all 
types of kefira, it could probably 
exude 1nuch greater feelings of 
spirituality than these holy words 
put to barnyard and discotheque 
music. And so, my question is this: 
What is your moral an·d halachic 
heter to use words from 1'anach for 
your songs? 

Perhaps The Jewish Observer 
could publicize this travesty and en­
courage a return to the old days, 
when people wrote niguninz to be 
sung as praise to Hashem-and 
only later to be recorded. lsn 't it 
JO's task to stand guard on Ha-
shem's copyright? ' 

NORBERT CHODOSH 

Baltin1ore, Md. 

SING, YOU RIGHTEOUS 
by 

RABBI AVIGDOR MILLER 
350 Pages • $6.50 
At All Bookstores 
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~Jri6ufefo 

gour 
~isRes '8Ragif 
(?O'oman of Walor) 

Composed by King Solomon. 

Sung at the Shahhos table of Jewish households once every week. 
(approx .. ~ize: 12"' x 1 s··) 

Is there a woman in your home to inspire such rich sentiments? - a devoted wife, a cherished 

mother? Then this scroll should he hers - from you. 

T11e lithographed lettering on this plaque is set off by an exquisite design, individual/\' hard 

colored for your A is hes Chay ii, 

Laminated for everlasting appreciation on a walnut finished plaque, ready for mounting in her 

favorite setting. An ideal memento for anniversaries or fresh celebrations. - A perfect gift .for 

Mother's Day, to be treasured every day of the year. 

We have sold hundreds at $24.95. but now-for one only $16.95 each, including shipping to anywhere in 
month only-we are making this plaque available for the U.S.A., postage paid. 

Dealers Inquiries Invited 

ART SCROLL STUDIOS I 212 FIFTH AVENUE I NEW YORK CITY 10010 
Enclosed please find check for payment for... 

$16.95 each post paid, to be shipped to: 
.......... AISHES CHAYIL PLAQUES, at the special price of 
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LETTERS CONTINUED 

For Continued Reclamation 

To the Editor: 
Heated discussions followed S. 

M. Breslauer's article "Reclaiming 
the Secular Departments," both 
among my family and friends. We 
graduated high school last June, 
and looking back, how unfortunate 
this article was not published before! 

Now, a suggestion: 1"here are 
surely people who are able to write 
up a supplementary hand-book in 
history, outlining the coinciding his­
tory of the world and that of the 
Jews. The histories are one.-Why 
can't the students see it as that? 
Preparing this outline would be a 
first and relatively simple step. We 
hope someone capable and willing 
will find it an important step, too. 

BA YLAH STERN 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Truth in Packaging for 
Yeshiva Currirulun1 

To the Editor: 
I read with interest the exchange 

of letters between David Kleinbard 
and Rabbi Breslauer, but was 
surprised at Rabbi Breslauer's reply. 
He writes, "If a student can be told 
that he undergoes twelve years of 
unjustified secuJar training, under 
the aegis of his yeshiva-his makom 
Torah-with the lame excuse of the 
Law of the Land, then does there 

not exist a rationale which will 
equally allow him to neglect Torah 
in later life?" 

The writer of those lines seems to 
have forgotten the long, bitter 
struggle our Gedolei Yisroel put up 
to prevent any form of secular edu­
cation into Jewish chinuch at any 
level. The Netziv (Rabbi Naftali 
Tzvi Yehuda Berlin 'i"lT), after 
closing the Yeshiva of Volozhin 
rather than submit to pressures to 
incorporate secular studies in the 
curriculum, wrote his son that his 
anguish at closing the yeshiva 
caused him his fatal illness; but it 
was worth the sacrifice. 

How can we forget that it was 
only a horr/ as sha' a (extenuating 
circumstances) that permitted limu­
dei chol (secular studies) in Chi­
nuch Atzmai. It is only because of 
the law of the land that we have 
allowed secular studies into our 
yeshivas and that is the only reason 
it is there today. 

Reb Chaim Brisker was known 
to have ad1nonished a friend of his 
before his departure to America 
that he cannot understand how any­
one could move to a country where 
linuulei chol was con1pulsory. 

In short I would like to ask one 
si1np1e question: lf the American 
governn1ent would pass a law 
exempting yeshivos from secular 
education would Rabbi Breslauer 
still propose to have it as part of 
the yeshiva curriculum because of 
the reasons explained in his letter? 
The answer in my opinion is a very 
definite no. 1'hcrcfore to teach our 

children that they attend English 
courses because of the "law of the 
land" is not merely a "lame excuse" 
but rather a clear and most neces­
sary explanation of a dilemma with 
which we are faced. One can only 
say that today, since we are faced 
with this situation, we should utilize 
it as much as possible and not let 
the time go to waste. 

Rabbi Breslauer has ascribed to 
Torah the meek and timid position 
which cannot attract the masses, 
which therefore compels us to uti­
lize the limudei chol as a way of 
attracting "the multitudes who do 
display an interest in secular sub­
jects and will become permanently 
disenchanted with Torah because of 
this attitude." I would suggest that 
he visit any yeshiva gedola today, 
whose students do not attend co1-
lege, and see how many boys are so 
engrossed in Torah that they wish 
they could drop high school and 
devote the entire day to Torah, let 
alone go to college. Torah need 
not be sacrificed and perverted to 
cater to the multitudes as was 
proven throughout history. 

Jn summary, I feel that Mr. 
K1einbard's words "Recognize the 
Secular Pitfalls - Don't Kosher 
Them" describe exactly the position 
of the Gedolim for the last century, 
and the way we must continue to 
follow. Rabbi Breslauer is right in 
saying that there are many problems 
to be solved, but his approach is 
not in line with the policies of our 
Gedo/ei Yisroel. RABBr D. LEvr 

Chicago. Ill. 

Moving? 
In honor of Passover. 

Be sure to notify us 

in advance so that 

your copies will c:on· 

tinue to reach you. 
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Rabbi Breslauer replies: 

Volozhin and Brisk-Noble 
Goals, hut Not Universally 

Accessible 

I find Rabbi Levi's comments 
qnite eloquent, but not to the point. 

If Rabbi Levi and Mr. Kleinbard 
both refer to a yeshiva where sec­
ular studies arc provided and en­
couraged only to the extent of 
avoiding prosecution under the ap­
plicable laws, then I agree that "law 
of the land" is the valid explanation 
as to why time is taken from Torah 
for this purpose. 

But the overwhelming majority 
of yeshivos and mesivtos-incl uding 
the very prominent 1'orah centers 
-provide and encourage secular 
education, both quantitavely and 
qualitatively, above and beyond the 
minimum demands of the law. (In 
New York State, for example, the 
compulsory attendance age is 7-16, 
while the normal yeshiva secular 
curriculu1n covers a twelve year 
span.) That these yeshivas are un­
der the direct or indirect leadership 
of our Gedolim certainly testifies to 
the fact that the t,'llidelines of Volo­
zhin and Brisk are not applied to 
our current chinuch situation. 

I am not competent to authorita­
tively explain this prevalent policy, 

but I surmise with resonable cer­
tainty that contributing factors are: 
greater accessibility of many forms 
of employment to high school grad­
uates; the general demand for a 
public school equivalent education 
leading to college entrance quali­
fications; the desire to attract to 
yeshiva education a wider spectru1n 
of the American Jewish community 
even from among those who do not 
recognize Torah as the vital lifeline 
tlmt it is. 

The latter does not "ascribe meek­
ness and timidity to Torah" but 
realistically assesses the weakness 
of our generation, many of whon1 
do not percieve the Voice ( Pirkei 
A vos 6, 2) and must be lured to 
Torah with the most effective bait. 

Students of those yeshivas gedo­
los, which Rabbi Levi suggests l 
visit, would never have been en­
rolled in the makom Torah which 
inspired them, had their parents not 
been assured of what is commonly 
called a "decent English education." 

Hence, I feel, that to invoke the 
Jegal requirements as "the on1y rea­
son" for the presence of secular 
education in most of our yeshivas 
is a half-truth at best; an invalid, 
implausible and therefore very lcune 
excuse which can only lower the 
prestige of Torah in the eyes of 
these students and lead them to 

c•>ti• 
'7l7!J>tVl7 11p>t,Jtit1r1Jt 
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believe that a shallow justification 
suffices to permit one to put aside 
Torah in favor of other activities. 

To be sure, students should be 
made aware that if we were not 
bound by golus circumstances (a 
phrase whieh I find most adequate), 
our yeshiva curriculum would not 
include a secular program as we 
know it today. But now that we do 
devote time to it-for no matter 
which reason-a positive purpose 
should be served. Every facet of the 
curriculum which so lends itself 
should be Torah or mitzvah-orient­
ed, as I expounded at length in the 
January '73 Jewish Observer. I have 
also explained (J.O. Feb. '73) that 
this can be done without jeopardiz­
ing the position of preeminence 
which Torah holds over all other 
endeavors. 

If I read him correctly, Mr. 
Kleinbard objects to such "Kosher­
ing," arguing that he prefers secular 
studies to be considered an inescap­
able necessary evil which must be 
deprived of the prestige of serving 
some good purpose in the interest 
of fostering a Torah life. 

It is on this point that I take 
issue with Mr. Klein bard. 

r fail to understand how my 
approach runs contrary to the policy 
of our Roshei Y eshivos. 

S. M. BRESLAUER 
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Secular Studies: 
Be Jewish in Name 

To the Editor: 

I read with enthusiasm S. M. 
Breslauer's perceptive discussion 
on Yeshiva's secular departments. 

One point not brought out is 
worthy of mention. Our conversa­
tion should include J cwish words 
(re: the article) such as Baruch 
Hashem, et al. What about Jewish 
names? Why should Meir become 
Michael with the advent of the 
afternoon? Should Chaya be called 
Claire just because she is now 
under the direction of her An1erican 
History teacher and not her Ch11-
111ash or Jewish History Moroh? 

Bnei Yisroel were redeemed fron1 
Egypt, in part, due to their unwill­
ingness to yield their Yiddish names. 
This was seen as a preservation of 
their Jewishness. And this is. to he 
sure, an important aspect to be 
considered in today's furtherance 
of Yeshiva and secular education as 
well. 

M. FERBER 
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Se(·u.lar Stu-dies: 

Yeshiva-Type 'fheines 

To the Editor: 
I teach Typewriting and Business 

and Clerical Skills at the Beth Jacob 
Academy in Brooklyn, and although 
T teach in the Secular Department, 
where suitable I attempt to inculcate 
a Torah approach. 

I am enclosing a copy of the end­
tern1 January Final Exan1ination of 
a 5 Minute Speed Test given to my 
typewriting class. This paper is 
given to the students a few days in 
advance of the examination. The 
students are informed that this is 
part of their Final and is given to 
the student for practice purposes. 
Motive 

1 . Drill and constant practice will 
help student to improve in Type­
\vriting, especially when she is 

- -i ,, 

~J"~'""' .,/ Jr,;),,.~,, 

informed that this is part of a 
final exam. 

2. There is a tendency to memorize 
Jines-Good! Hopefully it will 
sink in. 

3. Students are also informed of 
the reason and motive to "my 
n1adness." 

A copy of one such test appears 
below. 

MRS. ANNE STAVSKY 

Brooklyn, New York 

TYPING TEST 
MARGI NS: 10-75 
LINE SPACE REG.: 2 
PAPER GUIDE: 0 
TAB: 5 

Although the mini-skirt has been and 
is constantly condemned by our religious 
leaders, it still has remained the mode of 

dress for some Yeshiva students. 

The mini-skirt is .'.lgainst every law of 
the Torah which deals with modesty on the 

part of a bas Yisroel. There is absolutely no 

question that a skirt that ends above the 

On this occasion, 

the beginning of 

the third decade of 

Chinuch Atz1nai, 

Mr. Klein has 

undertaken to 

inaugurate a historic 

ca111paign to establish 

new kindergartens and 

schools throughout Israel. 

knee is against a fundamental Jewish law. 
Even more than Sh.abbos, even more than 

Kashrus, even more than Yorn Kippur­

Tznius does demand from the Jewish woman 

Mesiras Nefesh. And yet-and yet-, the 
mini-skirt is found unfortunately, in the best 

of Orthodox J'ewish circles. Is it possible, is 
it plausible, can this thought even enter 

our minds that the minf-skirt and the 
microscopic yarmulka are expressions of 

subconscious desires to limit the relevance 

of Torah authority in our daily lives? G-d 
forbid! Yet, both cover as little as possible. 

Both reject the Jewish viewpoint. 

Must we be conformists? Must we do only 

what fashion dictates? Must the outside 

world dictate our mode of dress? Did you 
notice the sideburns and beards on the 

youth of today? Yesterday, this was old­
fashioned. Today-it's right in style. It is 

only bec.ause the outside world says it is 

fashionable. Is it not pathetic that we do 
whatever fashion and time dictate? Fashion 
and time change, but we ignore the time­

lessness of the Torah and the To·rah laws. 

Som-eone must always be first. Can't we 

dictate fashion and not fashion dictate t'.:> us? 

For the Future of Torah in Jsracl, join the Gedolei Yisroel 

on this auspicious occasion. 
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The Real Akhashverosh: 
Clues Inconclusive 

To the Editor: 
I would like to comment on 

Rabbi Danziger's article "Who Was 
the Real Akhashverosh?" 

According to Rabbi Danziger, 
wherever the Megillah appears to 
be quoting from a Persian document 
the name Akhashverosh is written 
with at least one vav missing, which 
corresponds in degree to the Per­
sian spelling. This, then, is proof 
that the writer of the Megillah had 
the document before him and his 
spelling was influenced by it. One 
of the documents which he claims 
influenced the writer's spelling is 
the document which permits the 
Jews to defend themselves, and this 
influence occurs twice. 

I find this to be untenable since 
the first "Akhashverosh" which he 
claims was influenced by the Per­
sian document appears in 8: 7, 
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FRESH PRODUCTS 
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• FARMER CHEESE 
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Tzeilemer Rav 

J & J Dairy Products 
72 Steuben Street 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

which states "And the King Akhash­
verosh (written without the second 
vav) said to Esther the Queen and 
Mordekhai the Jew, Behold the 
house of Haman I gave to Esther 
and him I have hanged on the 
tree .... "This is obviously not part 
of any document but is part of the 
narration of the writer of the Megil­
lah, since the Persian document 
would not contain any narration 
but would just contain the decree­
and certainly a document which 
contains a decree for the Jews to 
defend themselves would not men­
tion the house Akhashverosh gave 
to Esther, since it is entirely super­
fluous to the decree. The writer had 
no need to consult any Persian doc­
ument to write a narrative and there 
was no reason for his spelling to 
be influenced. 

Furthermore, in pasuk 12, which 
is clearly part of the document, 
Akhashverosh is spelled with two 
vavs when it should have been 
written with only one vav according 
to Rabbi Danziger-since the writer 
of the Megillah was reading from a 
Persian docu1nent and should have 
been influenced by it. 

SERVICES ARRANGED IN 
YOUR COMMUNITY 

Norman L. Jeffer 
COMMUNITY CHAPELS, 

Inc. 
47th Street & Ft. Hamilton Parkway 

Brooklyn Phone UL 3-4000 

Mikvah under Supervision of 
Bikur Cholim of Soro Park 

Day & Night: 425-5749 Day only: 435-5742 Phone 256-2300 
256-9171 

I would therefore contend that 
the khaseros of Megillath Esther, 
just like the khaseros in the rest of 
tanakh, have nothing to do with 
Persian documents. 

In addition, I find the theory that 
Akhashverosh is Xerxes quite diffi­
cult since Darius was supposed to 
have been the king before Xerxes, 
and in Tractate Megillah 11 b it says 
that Koresh was the king before 
Akhashverosh. My intention is not 
to defend the theory that Cambyses 
was Akhashverosh. I realize that 
there are historical problems with 
that theory, also. My intention is 
only to point out a difficulty with 
the theory that Xerxes was Akhash­
verosh. MOSHE BERNSON 

Chicago, Illinois 

Rabbi Danziger re11lies: 

Closer Scrutiny 
Reveals Corroboration 

I welcome the opportunity to 
clarify the points raised by Mr. 
Bernson, which may have been on 
the minds of other readers, as well: 

The pasuk in question ( 8: 7) 
introduces the king's response to 
Esther's request that Haman's de­
cree be recalled. Jn his response 
King AKHSI-laWaRSH makes the 
point that there can be no recall, 
but only a counter-decree in his 
name which will gain its force from 
his obvious siding with the Jews as 
evidenced by Esther's confiscation 
of Haman's house and the hanging 
of Haman (see Meforshim). This is 
immediately followed by the writing 
of the counter-decree in the name 
of King AKHSHaWaRSH. I did 
not conveniently skip the first part 
of the king's response, hut rather 
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indicated its omission by the use of 
five dashes (which were editorially 
changed to one long dash) in order 
to stress the organic connection of 
this pasuk ( 8: 7) with the immedi­
ately ensuing writing of the counter­
decree. My point was not that this 
pasuk was part of the text of that 
docun1ent, but that the pasuk was 
written in the im1nediate context of 
that document. This context is so 
basic that the Megillah itself sep­
arates the king's response from 
Esther's request (8:6) by the space 
of a parashah sethumah in order to 
include the response in the parashah 
of the counter-decree which ends 
with the words: "and the decree 
was issued in Shushan the Capital" 
(8: J 4 )-followed by another space 
( sethwnah)! 

1~he point in relation to pasuk 
8: 12, in which Akhashverosh is 
spelled with two vavs, certainly de­
serves serious consideration. In my 
original, 1nore detailed Hebrew ar­
ticle, of which the English one is an 
abstract, I wrote a lengthy analysis 
of this very question which Mr. 
Bernson justifiably raises. In my 
opinion that analysis corroborates 
my thesis even more strongly. In 
the limited space alloted to me to 
reply to readers' letters I shall at­
tempt at the risk of oversimplifica­
tion to present the results of that 
analysis. 

The passages which describe Ha­
man's decree (3:12-14)) and Mor­
dechai's counter-decree (8 :9-13) 
are parallels in their similar ( son1e­
times identical phraseology) and in 
the six-part identical sequence of 
their material. These are: 1 ) the 
date of the writing by the scribes; 
2) the addressees (satraps, govern­
ors, princes-of the provinces and 
peoples); 3) the name of the king 
and the seal of his signet-ring; 4) 
the substance of the decree; 5) the 
date of its execution; 6) the order 
that a copy of the writing be pub­
lished in every province. 

Y ct, closer scrutiny reveals a 
nun1ber of instructive expansions in 
Mordechai's decree in contrast to 
the more concise one of Haman. 
Mordechai's addressees are naturally 
amplified to include the Jews ac­
cording to their writing and their 
language, but in speaking of the 
provinces we find the further am­
plification: "which are from India 
unto Ethiopia, a hundred twenty 
and seven provinces." The sub­
stance of the decree is enlarged by 
Mordechai's mention of the Jews 
"that were in every city." The date 
of the execution in Mordechai's de­
cree is interrupted by the addition 
of an obviously parenthetical, al-
1nost intrusive, phrase: "on one day 
-in all the provinces of king A kha­
shverosh (two vavs)-on the thir-
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! 77 
LETTERS CONTINUED 

teenth of the twelfth month, which 
is the month of Adar." In Haman's 
decree the final order: "The copy 
of the writing to be given out for a 
decree in every province, published 
unto all the peoples, that they 
should be ready for that day" is 
identical with the parallel phrasing 
in Mordechai's decree, except for 
t h e understandable substitution: 
"and that the Jews should be ready 
for that day." But then follows the 
appended exhortation: "to avenge 
then1selves on their enemies"­
which has already been ordered in 
the substance of the decree, and 
which in any case belongs in the 
substance of the decree, and not as 
an appendix to the final order of 
publication. 

The common characteristic of all 
these supplements is Mordechai's 
n1ore inclusive phrasing in his 1nax­
hnal exhortation to his fe1low-J cws 
to rise to the unparalleled danger. 
All the amplifications are explained 
by the fact that Mordechai's decree 
was sent not only "unto every prov­
ince according to the writing thereof 
and unto every people after their 
language," but also: "and unto the 
Jews according to their writing and 
according to their language." 'I'he 
phrases shared in common by both 
decrees, that of Haman and that of 
Mordechai, contain the concise offi­
cial phraseology of Persian royal 
edicts. This was the text that was 
sent "unto every province according 
to the writing thereof and unto 
every people after their language." 
l'he amplified version, containing 
the more inclusive cxhortatory sup­
ple1nents, was sent "unto the Jews 
according to their writing and ac­
cording to their language." Natur­
ally in the Jewish supplementary 
phrase which even interrupts the 
date: "on one day-in all the prov­
inces of king Akhashverosh-on the 

The "kri" and the "ksiv" of the Megillah-both the written text 
and the spoken text-are sacred. And like all aspects of our 
sacred writings, they are subject to all levels of explanation, 
including Peshuto Shel Mikra-the rational. 

thirteenth of the twelfth month," 
the Jewish, fully Hebraized name 
(with both vavs) is used, in contrast 
to the official non-supplementary 
part of the text, shared in common 
with the non-Jewish version, in 
which we find the Persian approx­
imation (minus one vav ). 

Rational Explanations for 
Divinely-Inspired Variations 

I tried to make it clear that in the 
case of the M egillah the chaseros 
and the kris and ksivs were not the 
result of a simple natural tendency 
of one who copies fron1 a document 
to be influenced by its spelling. 
Since the M egillah was written be­
ruach hakodesh, it was this ruach 
hakodesh that guided Mordechai 
and the Anshei Kenesses Hagedolah 
to n1odel the spelling, in approxi­
mation, after the Persian document. 
This is not different from the fact 
that the ruach hakodesh guided the 
Anshci Kencsscs Hagedolah to refer 
directly to the "Book of the Chron­
icles of the kings of Media and 
Persia," fro111 which the pasuk, 
"And the king AKHSHaRSH laid 
a tribute upon the land and upon 
the isles of the sea," seems to be a 
quote, it having no connection or 
continuity with the rest of the 
Megillah. 

Concerning chaseros, as well as 
all kris and ksivs of Tenakh. these 
are Halachah leMosheh 1niSinai 
(Nedarim 37b), which means that 
both the kri and the ksiv are inten­
tional parts of the Divine revelation 
(Orach Chaim 141 :8). Their mean­
ing is subject to the levels of inter­
pretation that apply to the whole 
Torah. Peshuto shel Mikra is as 
valid as Midrash-hcre, as else­
where. R. Samson Raphael Hirsch 
has explained many chaseros, kris 
and ksivs according to concepts of 
peshat interpretation. 

Mr. Bernson's reference to Me­
gillah l lb is akin to my footnote 
reference to Rosh Hashanah 3b, 
which raises the seemingly insoluble 
problem of Seder Olam Chronology 
in relation to secular sources of 
history. The Gaon, Rabbi Yitchak 
Isaac Halevy 7"~r, who was well 
aware of the problem, nevertheless 
identifies Akhashverosh with Xer­
xes, as I wrote in my footnote. For 
this reason I also alluded to the Baal 
Hammaor to Rosh Hashanah 3b. as 
well as to the thorough discussion 
of the ramifications of the problem 
by Rabbi Simon Schwab in his 
Co1nporative Jewish c:hronology 
(Rabbi Dr. Joseph Breuer Jubilee 
Volume, Feldheim), who takes a 
different view from that of Halcvy. 
It is obviously not in the purvic\V 
of this reply to deal at length with 
the various suggested solutions to 
this well-known dilemma. 

Let me say that I wanted to share 
what I personally believe was a 
special insight granted by the Giver 
of knowledge Whom we all beseach 
daily to grant us such knowledge. 
Many have found the thesis con­
vincing. Many will side with Mr. 
Bernson for his san1e laudable rea­
sons. It is not my right nor n1y 
intention to say: kabbelu da'ti (you 
must accept my views). 

SHELOMOI-I E. DANZIGER 

Corre<·tion, Please 

To the Editor: 
In the Adar I and II issue of The 

Jewish Observer (Feb. "73), in the 
poem entitled "Sounds From Si­
lence," the pasuk is spelled i1r.i~ ,,, 

';; C''iv:i. It actually should be spell­
ed C''i!t:i i1r.i:i ,,, since C'7K in this 
case does not refer to G-d. but 
means "the mighty." 

SHLOMOH HALIOVA 

Yeshiva of Brooklyn (New York! 
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BROAD EXPANSION PROGRAM ADOPTED AT INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON DUSIAN IMMIGRANT ABSORPTION 

A broad expansion program to facili­
tate the spiritual absorption of Russian 
Jews in Jsrael was adopted at a specially­
convened international conference in 
Jerusalem, sponsored by the Russian 
Immigrant Rescue Fund. on March 20-
22. Leaders of all the affiliated sections 
of the Russian Jmmigrant Rescue Fund 
in the United States, England, Belgium 
and Switzerland joined with the Israeli 
counterpart con1mittee, headed by Meyer 
navid Lewenstein of Tel Aviv to plan 
the thrust of the second year of opera­
tion of this major Orthodox Jewish 
agency for religious aid to Russian olin1. 

The American delegation consisted of 
Rabbi Baruch Sorotzkin. Rosh Yeshiva 
of the Telshe Yeshiva of Wickliffe. Ohio. 
representing the rabhinica\ board of the 
Russian Jmn1igrant Rescue Fund; Sander 
Kolitch of Kew Garden Hills. N. Y .. na­
tional chairn1an of the Russian Immi­
grant Rescue Fund: lJr. Ernst L. Boden-

heimer of Brooklyn, N. Y.; and Rabbi 
Sidney Greenwald of Monsey, N. Y. 

Hundreds of rabbis and Russian im­
migrants, headed by their chacha111i111 

were present al the Lod Airport in an 
impressive reception for the twelve 
Torah scrolls (Sifrei Torah) which the 
American delegation brought for place­
n1ent in Russian immigrant centers. The 
conference closed with a huge ral1y in 
Jerusalem's Binyanei Hau1nah (Conven­
tion Center). which was attended by 
many thousands, including hundreds of 
rabbis. Rosliei Yeshivas and Chassidic 
Rebbes. 

The Russian Immigrant Rescue Fund 
is conducted by volunteer laymen. in 
conjunction with a rabbinical board of 
the world's foren1ost Torah scholars. 
The first international conference to 
cope with the religious problen1 of the 
Russian in1migrants was held in De­
cen1bcr. 1971. in Zurich. 
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New York, N. Y. 10036 

LAST CALL 
FOR BOYS 

CAMP AGUDAH 
Ferndale, N. Y. 

M1'.YIM CH~IM 

l 

I 
! 

• 
FOR GIRLS 

CAMP BNOS 
Liberty, N. Y. 

-ro register, phone, write. 
or visit city office today: 

5 BEEKMAN STREET, NEW YORK CITY 10038 
Tel. 12121 WO 4-1620 

~­
~auii't 

®rr~csiras 

Bus. M'gr. 
Yitzchok Braun 

(212) 633-3381 

Michael Harbater 
(212) 327-5526 

217 Broadway, New York, N. Y. • Bus.: (212) 267·3363 

BENJAMIN B. GIFTER 
NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE CO. 

Life, Health, Group Insurance, 
Annuities, Pension Plans 

There is a grecrf difference between the esfcrfe a mcrn LEAVES 
and the estate his family RECEIVES. Minimize esfcrfe shrinkage 

through proper insurance esfafe planning. 
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ANSWERS YOUR QUESTIONS 

with three delicious 
flavors 

kashrus 
a treat 

A truly 
delicious product 
that will add flavor 
to your Seder 

Available in 
three 
Passover flavors 
CLUB. ORANGE 
and 
GINGER ALE 

Our Passover P"ces are 

1~1e sarnp AS all year rour'd 

Under the supervision ol 

1he Central Rabbn,1cal Congress of !he U S and Cani!da 



AGUDATH ISRAEL DINNER HEARS OF EXPANDED PROGRAM 
TO REGISTER NON-ORTHODOX CHILDREN IN YESHIVOS 

Over 1,000 Orthodox leaders, activists, 
at the 51st anniversary dinner of 
Agudath Israel of America last April l, 
warmly received reports regarding the 
expanded thrusts of the organization to 
influence children from non-Orthodox 
homes to enter yeshivas. The keynote of 
the evening was struck by the world­
renowned Torah scholar l~abbi Moshe 
Feinstein, chairman of the Moetzes 
(;edolei Hatorah (Council of Torah 
Sages) and presidiun1 chairman of Agu­
dath Israel, who stressed the importance 
of working Jewishly with children when 
they are very young, in order to insure 
their rcn1aining loyal to authentic 
Judaism. 

.Rabbi Feinstein told the audience that 
all Jewish children must be respected as 
containing the seeds of greatness, and 
should not be denigrated as too young 
to concern themselves with Torah and 
preparation for leadership. He singled 
out for con1mendation. among the 1nany 
activities of Agudath Israel of America, 
its expanded work of attracting to Torah 
children from homes which are es­
tranged fron1 Judaisn1. 

Rabbi Nosson Scherman, principal of 
the Karlin-Stolin Yeshiva of Brooklyn, 
\vho chaired the evening, presented a 
fi!1n taken at the tenth annual "Siyum 
1\,1ishnayos Ba'al Peh" of Pirchei Agu­
dath Israel which had taken place the 
previous week with the participation of 
1200 children. The filmed interviews 
with these children made a deep im­
pact on the audience, which included 

many yeshiva deans and day-school 
principals. The film illustrated how nu­
merous children from communities 
scattered throughout the United States 
are being attracted to 'forah-study by 
the Agudist youth organization. 

'fhe entire assemblage greeted with 
enthusiasm the announcement by Rabbi 
Moshe Sherer, executive president of 
Agndath Israel of America, that the 
organization would now expand the 
Jewish Education Program of Zeirei 
Agudath Israel, which is mobilizing 
older yeshiva students to work \Vith 
children from non-Orthodox neighbor­
hoods in order to intensify their Torah 
commitment. He pointed to the initial 
success of the many Shabbatons spon­
sored by this project, through which 
large nu1nhers of children from grass 
roots America are heing given their first 
taste of warm Jewish living in the homes 
where they are given Shabhos hospitality. 
The thrust of this program is the 
younger child, whon1 the Jewish Educa­
tion Program works with at his 1nost 
receptive age. 

A huge ovation was given to the 
recipients of the three annual awards 
presented by Agudath Israel of America 
for distinguished service to Torah; J\·fr. 
B. E. Spero of Cleveland---Hagaon Reh 
Aharon Kotler 1'-1emorial Award; Rabb~ 
Dr. Michael L. Munk-Nloreinu Yaakov 
Rosenheim Memorial Award: and Mr. 
Chaim Hertz--Reb Elimelech ]'re->s 
J\1emorial Award. 0 

RABBI JOZEF KATZ AND MARK LOVINGER 
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83 Division Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 11211 

OF 

AIL LEADING HOTELS BANQUET HAI.LS 

AND JE,VISII CENTERS AVAILABLE 

388-4204 388-3590 863-8892 

• Caterer for Agudath Israel Conventions and Dinners • 

200 DELEGATES AT 
BNOS AGUDATH ISRAEL 

CONVENTION 

Close to 200 delegates from many 
parts of the United States and Canada 
at the Boos Agudath Israel of America 
convention, which was held at the Prom­
enade Hotel, Long Beach on l\1arch 2-4, 
heard a call from prominent speakers to 
get involved with the needs of the local 
Torah co1nmunities. Bus loads of del· 
egates came from other communities­
notably Toronto, Ontaria. The delegates, 
leaders of local Bnos Agudath Israel 
branches, participated in two days of 
workshops and seminars on the methods 
of instilling a greater sense of involve­
ment within the thousands of girls they 
lead. 

The lead off seminar on Shabhos was 
given by Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz, the 
national director of Pirchei Agudath Is­
rael who discussed "'fhe Purpose of 
Bnos Agudath Israel." Rabbi Nosson 
Scherman, Principal of Yeshiva Karlin· 
Stolin emphasized the theme of this 
year's convention: "You are not obli­
gated to complete the work, but neither 
are you at liberty to exempt yourself 
from it." Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky, 
national coordinator of Zeirei Agudath 
Israel of America lead a seminar on 
"The Crucial Question of "forah Author­
ity." Rabbi Joseph Mitnick delivered a 
seminar at Seudath Shabbos. "fhc key­
note address was given by Rahbi Moshe 
Sherer, the executive president of Agu­
dath Israel of Aincrica who urged the 
assembled girls to open their eyes, ears 
and hearts to the needs of Kial Yisroel. 

Workshops on such topics as the f11-

ture of Torah Jewry in Israel, post hig:h­

school organization and methodalogy for 

head leaders were given by Rabbi 

Boruch Borchardt, Rabbi Nisson Wol­

pin, and Mrs. Aliza Grund. 

Greetings from Nshei Agudath Israel 

were read by the treasurer Mrs. Esther 

Bohansky. The sessions were chaired by 

Freidy Steinwurzel, Frumy Buxbaum. 

Raizel Pollack, Sheyne Dena Young. 

and Etty Rosenfeld. The steering com­

mittee for the entire event was headed by 

Hadassah Sochaczcwsky, Pessie Gross, 

and Freidy Steinwurzel. Musical enter­

tainment was provided by Rochel 
(Jrund. 0 
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UNPRECEDENTED TURNOUT OF 1200 YOUNGSTERS AT TENTH 

ANNUAL SIYUM MISHNAYOS OF PJRCHEI AGUDATH ISRAEL 

"An1erica11 Jewry has lll'W!r witnessed 
.~uch a 11u1ssii·e youth gathering, where 
the entrance ft'l' was Torah know!ed{?e­
in this case, a perek Mishnayos ha'al 
peh." This was the introductory remark 
of Rabbi Gedalia Schorr. Rosh Yeshiva 
of l\1esivta Torah Vodaath. It was an 
inspiring sight when 1200 children be­
tween the ages of l 0 and 16 rose and 
sang "(Jr Zoru'a Latzaddik" as the Rosh 
-Yeshiva entered the capacity-filled audi­
torium of the Beth Yaakov in Bora Park, 
at 46th Street and 14th Avenue. on 
"A1otzoei Shahhos Kodcsh, Parshas Tzav 
-Parslias Poroh, (March 24). This was 
a demonstration for Ka1·od Hatorah and 
an inspiration for the children to be­
come Gedolei Torah. 

The children came from all sections 
of New York City, as well as from out­
of-town areas to spend the entire week­
end with Pirchei Agudath Israel. More 
than 200 children came from Bayonne, 
North Bergen, Jersey City, Teaneck, 
Leonia, Englewood, Edison, and Passaic. 
New Jersey; from Pittsburgh, Scranton, 
Wilkes-Barre, Wilkes-hood. Kingston, 
Hazelton, Pittston, and Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania; and Baltimore, Maryland. 
A large contingent came from Montreal. 
as well as from Toronto. Canada. Some. 
who come from areas where they see 
little Yiddishkeit, were inspired by the 
large gathering of children devoted to 
Torah ideals, and look forward to future 
Sftahhosos in a similar environn1ent. and 

would like to duplicate it in their home 
towns. 

On the Shahbos prior to the Siyu111 
Mish11ayos, over 450 children dave11ed 
together with a rare fervor and ruach. 
At the various Oneg Shahbos and Sho­
losh Seudos gatherings, the participants 
were addressed by Rabbi Shn1uel Kunda 
(of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath), Rabbi 
Nisson Wolpin, editor of The Jewish 
(Jbserver, and Rabbi Yisroel Lefkowitz. 

Shmuel Lieberman, of Boro Park, 
Brooklyn, who knew 2,000 Mishnayos 
by heart, was honored with the saying 
of the Hadra11 at the Siy1on Saturday 
night. Menachem Mendel Shagalov. of 
Crown Heights, Brooklyn, who mastered 
1800 Mishyanos by heart. and Aaron 
Yitzchok Weinberg of Montreal, who 
!<new 1600 MishnaTOS by heart. were 
honored with reciting the first Mishna of 
"Brachos." The total number of Mish­
nayos learned by heart hy the partici­
pants was close to 40,000 

The Siyun1 this year was dedicated to 
the memory of the late Vizhnitzer Rebbe, 
Horav Chain1 Meir Hager :i:ii::i7 V'1'.J: i::1. 

ln addition to a festive Siy11111 meal, 
the program-chaired by Rabbi Yehuda 
Oelbaum, principal of Yeshiva ·roras 
Chai1n High School of South Shore­
was highlighted by the presentation of 
a plaque to Rabbi Shimon Zweig for 
his unstinting effort on behalf of Pirchei 
Agudath Israel for the past ten years. 

Sl11nul'I Liehennan, who 1nen1oriz<'d 2,000 Mishnayos, co1npletes the last Mishnah in 
"Taharos" at the 10th Annual Siy111n, as the Melava Malka Chairn1a11 Rahhi Yehuda 
Ot>/ha11n1 looks on. (left) Part of the orerffow crowd of I 200 hoys ~"J, who participated. 
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The Most Trusted Name 
in Kosher Poultry 

CLEANED 

SOAKED and SAL TED 
READY-TO-COOK and COOKED .. 
EMPIRE KOSHER POULTRY, Inc:. 
MIFFLIN TOWN, PA. 17059 

Rabbi Boruch Chait, Motti Reich, the 
Blum,..tein brothers and the Pirchei Band 
provided 1nusical entertainment. 

Responsible for planning and coordin­
ating this massive demonstration for 
Torah were Shaya Yaroslawitz, chair-
111an, and Ephraim Klein, co~chairn1an 

of the Siy11n1 Committee; Gershon Na­
than, chairman, and Peretz Jaffe, co­
chairman of the Siyun1 Journal; f\..fena­
chein Profesorske, the chairman of the 
lnterbranch Shabbos; and Rabbi Joshua 
Silbern1intz, National Director of Pirchei 
Agudath Israel. D 
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1 CAMP v 

KOL TORAH' 

CAMP KOL TORAH 
A UNIQUE TORAH CAMP OFFERING A COMPLETE LEARNING AND 

RECREATIONAL PROGRAM FOR YESHIVAH STUDENTS AGES 12-17. 

Intensive Torah Atmosphere • Boating 
• Shiurim conducted by experienced teachers on • All organized sports activities 

Chumash,. Halacha, Cemorah and Meforshim • Trips and excursions to places of interest 
• Swimming and water sports in the Mid-West. 

LOCATION: Scenic grounds of the Telshe Yeshiva campus in Northeast Ohio 
SEASON: Tamuz 23 • Av 22 (July 23 • Au9ust 201 
RATES: $220 for the entire season 

for further information confect the representative in your area: 
BALTIMORE: Rabbi S. Mann {301} 358-1050 MiNNEAPOLIS: Rabbi G. Werner 

Rabbi M. Oppen (301 J 358-8540 MONSEY: Rabbi E. Goldfischer 
CHICAGO, 

CINCINNATI, 
DENVER' 
DETROIT, 

HARTFORD, 
MEMPHIS, 
MIAMI' 

Rabbi Avrohom Weil (312) 973-6715 MONTREAL: Rabbi I. Zryl 
Rabbi E. Steinfeld (312) 267-0960 Joseph Schwartz 
Rabbi A. Mayerfeld (513) 731-2718 NEW YORK: Rabbi Y. Barash 
Rabbi Y. Richter {303) 244-3941 Joseph Wilhelm 
Rabbi 8. Moskowitz (313} 541-8363 PITTSBURGH: Rabbi Y. Roberts 
Avrohom Borenstein {313} 545-6327 ST. LOUIS: Rabbi C. Hollander 
Rabbi Y. lebovics {203) 232-0442 TORONTO: Rubbi E. Krohn 
Rabbi E. Hartman (901} 682-0124 Naftoli Uhr 
Rabbi A. Groner {305) 534-0481 WILKES-BARRE: Rabbi M. Teitz 

or write to the registration office for further information: 

( 612) 920-2431 
(914) 356-7964 
(514) 739-6028 
(514) 738-9382 
(212) 871-2932 
(212) 387-4275 
(412) 421-9571 
(314) 725-3987 
(416) 789-3589 
(416) 787-7772 
(717) 287-0342 

CAMP KOL TORAH • 3599 HARVEY ROAD • CLEVELAND HTS,, OHIO 44118 
Tel. I 161 321-9282 

o nrno' f1'ilOC1 111°iJID :i1w nilj' ~1jJ i~c n'j o ~frlf 
f.la/m //1c/wne~<7t ,1/~?li /J(lwol ji;,; ~r;1:;{4 and /JeaolwM :Jbn1inai!J ~ 
Which has consistently substantiated its claim for excellence in Chinuch Habonos, is proud to announce 
its expansion into a further dimension of Chinuch: As of March, 1973, we have opened a 

MODERN DORMITORY in BOBO PARK 
FOR SARA SCHENIRER SEMINARY STUDENTS. 

The dorn1itory is the FIRST mid ONLY such facility in the Boro Park A1:ea - the most vibrant orthodox community 
in Ameriea. Both out-of-town and in-town students niay avail themselvei; of this unique opportunity to live in a Torah­
Conscious atmosphere and to benefit from the educational standards which Sara Schenirer Seminary and its staff offer. 

• Heart of Boro Park -
minutes from school 

• Spacious, airy living quarters 

• Near all transportation facilities 
• Shabbos program 
• Adult supervision 

• Home cooked rneals 
• Personal shopping nearby 
• Very reasonable rates 

We are also planniri, to open an INTENSIVE ONE. EARLY APPLICATIONS ARE ADVISABLE. 
YEAR SEMINARY PROGRAM. Further information Serious applicants may make an appointment to view facilities. 
concerning this new program will be forthcoming. RABBI MICHOEL MEISELS, dean 

For further information and for re9istratian please write to: SARA SCHENIRER SEMINARY 
4622 14th Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11219 or phone: 12121 633-8557 between 10 A,M.-4 P.M. 

Please return this portion lo office and we will be in touch with you furfher. 

l will be in New York on or about ..... . 
and would like to discuss: 

Name .... 

0 Joining SARA SCHENIRER SEMINARY. Address .... 
D Dormitory facilities. 

City .... 

School Attending. Phone .... 


