
EWISH 

Yeshiva Youth, 
Careers, and the 
Colleges 

letters p ... 

responses 

The Labor Party 
Forms 
A Coalition 
comment and 
analysis ... 

(with and without quotations) 

Lomza 

NISSAN, 5734 /MARCH, 1974 
VOLUME IX, NUMBER 10 
SIXTY FIVE CENTS 

a yeshiva grew 
in Poland 

"Der Pinteleh Yid" 
as an archetype 

The Non-Vanishing 
American Jew 

"Kaddish" - a prayer 
for the living 

A Parable 

Books 



THE JEWISH 

QB SERVER 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER is published 
monthly, except July and August, 
by the Agudath Israel of Amercia, 
5 Beekman St., New York, N. Y. 
10038. Second class postage paid 
at New York, N. Y. Subsc~iption: 
$6.50 per year; Two years, $11.00; 
Three years $15.00; outside of the 
United States $7.50 per year. Single 
copy sixty-five cents. 

Printed in the U.S.A. 

RABBI NISSON WOLPIN 
Editor 

Editorial Board 
DR. ERNST L. BODENHEIMER 
Chairman 
RABBI NATHAN BULMAN 
RABBI JOSEPH ELIAS 
JOSEPH FRIEDENSON 
RABBI YAAKQV JACOBS 
RABBI MOSHE SHERER 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER does not 
assume responsibility for the 
Kashrus of any product or service 
advertised in its pages. 

MARCH, 1974 VOL. IX, No. 10 

Typography by Compu~cribe 
at ArtScrol/ Studios 

in this issue ... 

READERS COMMENT ON: "THE CHILD YOU LOSE".. 3 

THE LABOR PARTY FORMS A COALITION, 

Ezri el Toshavi. ... ... ... . .. ... . .. . . .. ... ... . .. . .. ... . .. ... . .. . .. . .. . ... .. . ... ... .. 8 

LOMZA: A YESHIVA GREW IN POLAND, 

Chaim Shapiro................................................................. 13 

THE "PINTELEH YID": AN ARCHETYPE, 

Moshe Ha/evy Spero........................................................ 17 

THE NON-VANISHING AMERICAN JEW, 

Nissan Wo/pin.................................................................. 21 

A PARABLE, told by Horav Simon Schwab.......................... 24 

LITERARY WINES: OLD AND NEW, a review article 

by Yaakov Jacobs............................................................ 26 

"KADDISH" - A PRAYER FOR THE LIVING............. 30 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR............................................... 32 

Photographs on Pages 30-3 l by Zelman Studios 

GIVE A SPECIAL GIFT TO SOMEONE SPECIAL 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER 
5 Beekman Street / New York, N. Y. 10038 

CONE YEAR: $6.50 0 TWO YEARS: a $13 value, only $11 

D THREE YEARS: a $19.50 value, o,.fy $15 

Send Magazine to: Frorn: 

Na1nc ............. ...................................... . Na1ne ........... ............................. . 

Address ........................................................ . Address ....... . 

City ..................... State ............ Zip ... City ..................... State ............ Zip ............. . 

D Enclose gift card D E11closed: $ ....................... . 

O Bill me: $ ....................... . 



letters ~answers 

Dr. Bernard Fryshman's article in last 
month's JEWISH OBSERVER. "The Child You 
Lose May Be Your Own," which dealt with 
career preparation for Orthodox Youth vis-a-vis 
conditions on the contemporary college campus, 
generated a great deal of comment and an un-

usual number of letters. Some of these letters, 
with response where warranted, are printed 
below. 

As the letters continue to arrive in the 
editorial office, some are being reserved for 
publication in future issues. 

College: More of a Problem 
Than Stated 

To the Editor: 
I was very impressed by Dr. 

Fryshman's discussion of college in 
the Adar Issue of JO. For although 
the evils of college have long been 
decried, this article presents one of 
the only true portraits of the modern 
college scene and its incumbent 
dangers I have seen. 

Our worries lie not with those 
courses which by their very nature 
are contradictory to the Torah way 
of life. These dangers are fairly well 
documented and could conceivably 
be avoided. The problem lies with 
the innocent-looking courses: The 
sociology teacher who explains that 
Matan Torah was merely a case of a 
charismatic Moses .... The ex­
perienced English teacher who 
ridicules the notion that Shir 
Hashirim is anything but a beautiful 
love story .... and other incidents, 
much too unpleasant to be men­
tioned here, that I encountered 
while I was pursuing a science 
degree, studiously trying to avoid 
the so-called "treifah" courses. 

Similarly, the author's references 
to the contents of the campus media, 
the quality of the teacher's language, 
and the absence of moral values in 
some of the assigned reading, are ac­
curate and cannot be disputed by 
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anyone who has recently obtained 
"higher" education. 

I 
Clearly, Dr. Fryshman has done a 

most accurate job of portraying the 
scene on today's campus. I might go 
a step further than he does in his 
opening disclaimer, and suggest that 
all the ills catalogued, do indeed oc­
cur to some degree or another in 
each of the large schools. 
I 

The problems are compounded by 
the fact that nowadays many cam­
puses are more inviting to the Jewish 
student than ever before. Whereas 
once a Jewish student in college felt 
like a "Yovan in Succah" and was 
probably on guard against possible 
corruption of his ideals, today's stu­
dent is greeted with a plethora of 
Jewish clubs, newspapers and glatt 
kosher restaurants, plus a good 
sprinkling of teachers with yar­
mulkes or sheitels. He feels too much 
at home and is thus wide-open to at­
tack. Who is to say that these 
repeated onslaughts fail to leave 
their indelible mark on a young per­
son's hashkafah? 

Thus, whether or not we are in~ 
dined to agree with the specific 
proposals the author presents, we 
can hardly disagree that the college 
campus is not the ideal place for the 
yeshiva boy or Bais Yaakov girl. 

MOSHEE. RAPPOPORT 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

College: A Problem of 
Overstatement 

To the Editor: 
Dr. Bernard Fryshman appears to 

be a self-appointed spokesman for 
Orthodox Jewry on the issue of 
college. After detailing many of the 
dangers and pitfalls associated with 
going to college, he firmly con­
cludes, "College attendance should 
be considered an indication of com­
promise with principle (rather than 
a mark of distinction)." Such a 
blanket condemnation deserves a 
strong rebuttal. Admittedly, a 16 
year old who enters college through 
an Early Admissions program, 
attends day session, completely 
leaves the yeshiva world, and 
schedules his classes to have all the 
most influencing and demoralizing 
teachers, will come out of college 
with his yiras shomayim and at­
titudes towards Yiddishkeit truly im­
paired. 

But this does not mean that 
everyone who attends a college must 
be branded as one who has "com­
promised his principles." A large 
number of yeshiva students atten­
ding college do so in the evening, 
which utterly alters the picture. 
These "yeshiva bachurim" (and they 
do consider themselves foremost as 
"yeshiva bachurim") attend post­
high school yeshivas or Botai 
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Midrashos by day, only venturing 
into college in the evening. 

The "bochurim" attend college 
only as a means to a profession, 
never as an end in itself. In addition, 
their circle of friends remains their 
yeshiva chaverim and they don't 
even begin to socially indentify with 
their fellow college students on 
anything more than a superficial 
greetings level. 

In addition, their yeshiva environ­
ment constantly counters the social 
ills which nobody can deny are bred 
and nurtured on the university cam­
pus. And isn't it far better to enter 
the non-Jewish secular world 
gradually, doing so at first only at 
night, while still within the warm 
security of the confines of Torah, 
than to leave the yeshiva all at once 
for a job, no matter at what age? Is it 
possible that Dr. Fryshman "ac­
cidentally" overlooked the case of 
the "yeshiva bachur" attending 
college at night so as to justify the 
purport of his contention? 

Dr. Fryshman describes a com­
mon campus newspaper, complete 
with lurid photographs and il­
lustrations and obscene language. 
Has he ever taken a look at a copy 
of Time magazine or Newsweek? 
One does not have to go to college 
to find vulgar newspapers and loose 
morals; they unfortunately are 
found everywhere. 

Dr. Fryshman complains that 
many yeshiva high schools students 
who never had any intent of going to 
college nor belong there, do in fact 
go because the yeshiva high schools 
act as ''recruiting centers for 
college." How does he ever expect 
yeshivas to find competent high 
school English Teachers that are im­
bued with "Torah hashkafos" and 
that would not urge their students 
on to college, if not from the ranks 
of those "yeshiva bachurim" who 
did attend college at night! 

Dr. Fryshman ends his article 
with "To those who feel that some 
of the aspects of college life were un­
fairly presented, the author can only 
answer that the reader need only go 
to the local campus and judge for 
him - or herself." As a person who 
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did graduate from evening session 
college while learning in a Bais 
Hamedrash during the day, I think 
that Dr. Fryshman's absolute con­
demnation of the college attender is 
unwarranted and untrue. 

JACKIE FULDA 

New York City 

Editorial Comment: 
The above letters answer each 

other in large measure, as far as the 
actual situation in the colleges is con­
cerned. 

Mr. Fulda's contention-that 
attending college at night can be a 
relatively innocuous experience, 
provided one has firm anchorage in a 
yeshiva by day, and has only 
professional goals in mind - is a 
matter of judgment. 

Applying his theory of immuniza­
tion (proposing early gradual ex­
posure to inevitable negative ex­
periences) to areas covered by objec­
tive ha/achic prohibition, is a matter 
that would require fuller discussion. 

Finally, the yeshivos' need for com­
petent. religious teachers for their 
secular studies hardly justifies the 
great number of yeshiva students 
currently attending college, exposing 
them to a corrosive campus at­
mosphere. 

Two Cheers 

To the Editor: 
Two cheers for your February 

issue. So you're taking a hard-edged 
look at the rough features of go/us 
America. The media, the college 
scene, yeshiva curriculum, the 
employment market - all are 
treated to your slightly arched 
Jewish Observations ("your" being 
Fryshman's, Wolpin's, Mrs. Ross­
who-writes-letters-from-Ohio, et al), 
As part of the grass-roots Jewish 
America, it feels good to have been 
sighted by JO. 

But suddenly you leave reality 
and plant both feet firmly in wish­
ville. Which yeshiva high school will 
flourish on a (Fryshman-mandated) 
non-college oriented curriculum? 

How many parents - even ben 
Torah parents - are willing to close 
the door firmly on college options 
for their children? Do they have the 
right to do so? Not every Yeshiva 
student who chooses college has 
abandoned a kollel career; he may 
have never been destined for kolle/ / 
teaching / rabbinate in the first 
place, and by going to college, has 
simply taken a logical step toward 
other career preparation. Even com­
munity colleges and vocational 
schools have entrance requirements. 

Does Dr. F ryshman advocate typ­
ing and sorting kids at the ninth 
grade level (- you to yeshiva, -
you to college prep)? And if that 
would be prudent (although to my 
thinking it would be disasterous to 
stigmatize children at so young an 
age), is it wise to segregate the ben 
Torah from the ba'al habayis from 
age thirteen onward? I would say 
that Yissochor and Zevulun should 
really get to know each other -
even during their early teens. 

It's nice to see JO visit reality long 
enough to erect some challenging 
obstacles to conventional thinking. 
Why not stick around Jong enough 
to clear the hurdles" 

YERACHMIEL WAGNER 

East Meadow, Long Island 

"The Child You Lose. " 
Not Realistic 

To the Editor: 
Dr. Fryshman seems to have 

evaded certain pertinent aspects of 
the Yeshiva-College "dilemma" (JO 
Feb. '74). Perhaps Dr. Fryshman 
has been so long "in the four ells of 
the ivory towers of academia" that 
he has seriously neglected the 
pragmatc aspects of college. 

I certainly concur with his 
description of the campus as being 
far from a preserve of moral values, 
and that limudei kodesh and college­
level secular studies cannot co-exist 
within the confines of a yeshiva. His 
points about "affirmative action," 
no jobs for those in the social 
sciences, and the presence of 
vocational schools are indeed well-
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taken and justifiable. The situation 
in the job-market, however, is vastly 
different from Dr. Fryshman's por­
trayal. When one attempts to get a 
job, the first question asked by the 
prospective employer - Jewish or 
not,frum or otherwise - is: Do you 
have a college degree? 

Joining the ranks of rebbeim and 
mechanchim is a noble calling, but 
how many are really needed? And 
how many of our kol/e/ people want 
to leave the secure womb of New 
York City and other Jewish 
religious neighborhoods, for the 
vast hinterlands where rebbeim and 
mechanchim are in urgent need? 
More important, how many kol/e/­
leit are "teaching material"? 

Outside the fields of Torah dis­
semination, not everyone is the 
aggressive type, suitable for a 
successful business career (nor does 
everyone have the capital necessary 
for opening a business), or a .. sales 
profession" (which, incidentally, in­
cludes your local insurance broker). 

As for the vocational school: not 
every kol/e/ fellow has the inclina­
tion or physical prowess to become 
a carpenter or a plumber. Computer 
programming requires a college 
degree for becoming a mere 
programmer (whose pay is quite 
low); the so-called computer schools 
cannot guarantee a job above a con­
so I e operator or low-grade 
programmer. The vocational school 
alternative may have merit, but it 
offers only limited options to be a 
serious alternative for the ben Torah 
thinking about college. 

Finally, the "Semicha-B.A." is 
not accepted in such hallowed halls 
of learning as N.Y.U. or CUNY, 
only in certain universities, mostly 
third or fourth rate (at best), whose 
M.A. is of dubious worth. Even in 
the "better" schools, the "Semicha­
B.A." is only good for entry into 
such fields as Education (a dead-end 
for Jews as per "affirmative action" 
that Dr. Fryshman describes), 
Psychology (another dead end, for it 
is a "'social science" that Dr. 
Fryshman says is devoid of jobs), 
and in some schools, Business Ad-
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mm1stration (which is also not 
burgeoning with openings waiting 
for fillers). For the so-called "Jewish 
professions" as Accounting, the 
"Semicha B.A." is worthless. The 
only practical viewpoint is to post­
pone attending a college until 
reaching the age of twenty at least. 
Dr. Fryshman relegates this alter­
native to, at best, third-class con­
sideration. 

As a peripheral side light, covert 
(if not overt) heresy (apikorsus) is 
taught in the hallowed halls of our 
Mesifta-High Schools - even in 
those fostering an anti-college at­
mosphere - all under the guise of 
"it is necessary for the Regents." 
Where is the heter for teaching 
evolution in Biology classes without 
at least a refutation? Where is the 
heter to assign the reading of certain 
novels and poems to bachurim, or to 
interpret them with an attitude that 
Dr. Fryshman deplores in the 
colleges'' He states the problem, but 
does not treat it in its proper 
perspective, by localizing it to the 
colleges. 

I do not propose to kasher 
College, only to take a more 
pragmatic attitude and to give our 
yeshiva people a viable and realistic 
alternative so that when they leave 
yeshiva surroundings they will not 
have remorse - as many that I have 
known - for "staying at learning" 
as long as they did. Instead of mere­
ly criticizing without offering any 
genuinely workable suggestions, Dr. 
Fryshman should face the grim 
reality without window dressing. If a 
ta/mid / Yeshiva bachur wants to 
become a rebbi or a Rosh Yeshiva 
and has the ability to do so, it would 

Dr. Fryshman Replies: 

be a gross injustice, indeed, if he 
were to go to college. If he does not, 
however, then much more soul­
searching has to be done. 
' Though not totally analogous, the 
Civil Service exams for Sanitation 
Men require a High School 
diploma, though I do not see pi, the 
Pythagorean Theorem, or 
trigonometry as essential to sweep­
ing debris or manipulating the lever 
that dumps refuse into the truck. 
But, the diploma is still required. 
Similarly, certain employers require 
college degrees. The only manpower 
accepting a "Semicha-B.A." is the 
Federal Government, and at that, 
GS-5 pays only about $8,000 a year 
- hardly enough to support a fami­
ly of three or four today. 

I hope that Dr. Fryshman will 
consider these arguments, reassess 
his own points, and turn from 
idealism to pragmatism - for our 
yeshiva-leit need action-plans, not 
rhetoric. The foul language, sexual 
permissiveness, which is the rule 
rather than the exception among Dr. 
Fryshman's colleagues on campus, 
offer a big and bitter bite to 
swallow, Somehow, the best of us 
manage to side-step the dictum 
"Keep distance from a bad 
neighbor," as a compromise of sorts 
to earn a living by teaching on cam­
pus. Others of us find it necessary to 
step around other implications of 
the same rotten campus situation to 
gain the training essential for us to 
be able to support our (prospective) 
families in other ways. 

SHMUEL HIRSCH 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The Options Are There 
It is For the Interested Party to Seek Them 

The peripheral issues raised by 
both Messrs. Wagner and Hirsch 
would best be answered by a careful 
re-reading of my article. They do, 
however, point out one area of con~ 
cern that does merit extended com­
ment. 

Is going to college a "logical step 
toward other career preparation"? 
Is it necessary to go to the campus to 
"gain the training essential for us to 
be able to support our families"? 

The first question is easily 
answered. Harsh reality has shown 
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us that investing four to ten years of 
one's life in a college career does not 
necessarily result in a secure posi­
tion. There is virtually no field im­
mune to the turn-a-round suffered 
in physics, engineering, and educa­
tion; any area, including Jaw, can 
move from a situation of great de­
mand to one of glut in a period of 
five years. There are hundreds of 
thousands of college graduates who 
look back at their college years as a 
complete waste insofar as prepara­
tion for securing employment is con­
cerned. 

The second question touches on a 
more serious issue. If one argues, as 
I do, that the college campus is not 
necessary for career preparation, the 
logical response becomes, "What 
alternatives do you· propose?" I will 
make an attempt to outline some of 
these alternatives in these columns. 
- Actually, the topic is of vital con­
cern to many in the community and 
is deserving of a serious, detailed 
treatment in a regular article. 

The graduate of a college-oriented 
yeshiva high school is in a poor posi­
tion to seek a job. As a rule, he has 
no experience; few, if any, 
marketable skills; and in many in­
stances, can neither speak nor write 
English effectively. (Hopefully, 
yeshiva high schools that leave the 
"college track" will assume the 
responsibility of devoting time to 
produce gi;aduates who possess 
these basic skills.) Indeed, few high 
school graduates do take employ­
ment at this stage. Most continue 
their yeshiva careers - and many 
also go on to college. 

Certainly, if college is no longer 
an acceptable alternative, many 
more of our young people will spend 
more full-time years in a yeshiva. 
Those who do not will probably find 
their wisest choice to be a vocational 
school. 

The Vocational-Schoo/ Track 

It is vital that we correct the dis­
torted image of vocational (or oc­
cupational) education prevalent in 
the community. For one, the 
vocational school is no longer a 
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Vocational School -for more than 
"plumbers, carpenters, and computer programmers." 

"dead-end" route. More often than 
not, a vocational education provides 
the student with the flexibility that 
enables him to progress to his fullest 
potential. 

Consider a student who senses 
that there are openings in the field of 
typewriter-repair. With some care, 
he chooses a school which is both 
reputable and appropriate for an 
Orthodox Jew. (Care must be exer­
cised in going into any new environ­
ment; there are vocational schools 
which should be avoided - as there 
are business establishments whose 
atmosphere is far worse than that of 
the college campus. The eventual 
answer probably lies in the schools 
such as the Shevet Y'Hudah 
Institute of Technology, which was 
started by Rabbi S. Z. Schneerson, 
to provide a vocational education 
within a Torah environment.) A 
year later, the student can be earn­
ing a living in this field. 

The individual whose capabilities 
do not go beyond simple typewriter­
repair will certainly have difficulty 
earning a substantial salary. But the 
individual who has the initiative and 
intelligence to consider going to 
college will probably turn his skill 
into business - or will progress to 
the repair of more sophisticated 
machines, eventually, perhaps, to 
type-setting devices. Others will 
eventually teach the skill - or 
perhaps go on to college to obtain 
an engineering degree. 

On to Higher Education 

This last path is not an unusual 
one. Thus, students at the RCA elec­
tronics school were able to receive 
about 70 transfer credits in the 
Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute - a 
first-rate engineering school. The 
electronics program at Shevet 
Y'Hudah is every bit as good as 
RCA 's and its graduates not only 
earn a State recognized diploma, but 
also save about two years of college 

work. Recent developments indicate 
that many vocational schools will be 
allowed to grant an Associates 
degree (AOS) in Occupational 
Science; holders of this degree will 
be able to go to work - or go on to 
college - or do both simultaneous­
ly. 

Briefly, then, the vocational stu­
dent risks no more than two years in 
an attempt to enter the labor market 
(in contrast to 4-10 years of the 
college student). While working, he 
can progress to v.1hatever level his 
abilities allow. 

Toward New Employment Criteria 

Mr. Hirsch is correct in saying 
that many employers currently de­
mand a college degree. Two facts, 
however, make it almost certain that 
today's high-school graduate will 
find his Semicha (four years hence) 
almost as useful as a BA in applying 
for a job. For one, there are some 
very effective steps being taken to 
establish the Semicha as 
educationally equivalent to the BA 
for further education, and this can 
result in direct open acceptance in 
the employment field. This is going 
on at an accelerating pace at all 
levels of American society. Were 
yeshiva students to desert the cam­
puses in meaningful numbers, we 
would find the process accelerating 
even faster. 

For another, the Federal Govern­
ment, as part of its program to com­
bat discrimination, is examining 
criteria used to hire applicants. Tests 
and educational standards will in­
creasingly become job-related. 
Employers will not be allowed to de­
mand a BA degree if it is not needed 
for the actual performance of the 
job. This pressure is being exerted to 
help "minorities" - but it is to be 
expected that the general public, in­
cluding yeshiva students, will benefit 
as well. 

It might be appropriate to men-
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tion, too, that the Semicha is already 
being accepted at some excellent 
schools for Master's Programs (in 
fields where there are jobs). True, 
not all schools accept the Semicha, 
but if the increased acceptance of 
this past year is any indication, 
eventually the holder of a Semicha 
should be able to enter almost any 
school open to the holder of a BA. 

Surprisingly there are professions 
such as architecture - and until 
recently law - which one can enter 
without ever attending college. The 
time involved to obtain the 
professional license is somewhat 
longer, and there are attempts by the 
professionals to close these avenues, 
but as of this writing, these 
possibilities exist. Every effort 
should be made to keep these 
professions open to those who do 
not choose to go to college - and to 
make it easier to obtain professional 
standing. This can be done by exer­
ting a modicum of political pressure. 
We need only ask .... 

Over A Thousand Programs 

Vocational education is not 
limited to "plumbers, carpenter, and 
computer programmers." The 
College Blue Book on Occupational 
Education (in any library) lists over 
1,000 different programs that fall 
into the category of vocational 
education. Not every category is ap­
propriate for the Shomer Shabbos, 
but many are. And each category 
can be expanded into a large 
number of different positions. Thus, 
an electronics technician can an­
ticipate teaching at a vocational 
school, owning a TV repair shop, 
working in a hospital, in an in­
dustrial firm, for the military, in 
security electronics, for a manufac­
turer - or he can go on to an 
engineering school. 

Many educators, government 
agencies, colleges and the like have 
recognized the potential of this field, 
and have been "tooling-up" for a 
vast expansion of this area. It would 
be most unwise if the Orthodox 
Jewish Community did not take full 
advantage of this approach. 
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We will not dwell on the many -
yeshiva students who will go into 
business. Nor will we speak of the 
many positions open to the bearers 
of Semicha. Those who are in the 
Yeshiva are familiar with these 
openings. 

But I cannot pass on Mr. Hirsch's 
remarks on chinuch without com­
menting. Why must the yeshiva 
graduates (of his reference) only 
think in terms of New York City? 
New York Yiddishkeit is a frame of 
mind that is not limited to the 
shadows of Manhattan towers or 
the Verazzano Bridge. It can 
flourish in the South and Far West, 
too, as many yeshiva graduates have 
had the guts to prove. 

People not cut out for teaching 
are wise to stay away from the 
classroom. That should not rule out 
school administration, fund-raising, 
and other, newer areas of communi­
ty service. While this, in itself, is a 
legitimate topic for another article 
- for every yeshiva graduate has an 
unpaid debt to klal - I cannot 
refrain from at least mentioning this 
in passing. 

Other Paths ... 

I have devoted considerable space 
in my article to describing the alter­
natives open to those who want a 
regular Bachelor's degree, 
notwithstanding all of the above. 
There is no need to attend a conven­
tional college campus to earn a BA 
or a BS. The trend in Higher Educa­
tion is towards ever-increasing flex­
ibility in format, and there is no 
reason Orthodox Jews should not 
take full advantage of this trend. 

... Other Goals 

I have outlined only a few of the 
broad paths open to one who does 
not want to go to college. Certainly, 
there is no lack of fields. The Dic­
tionary of Occupational Titles 
(I 965) has 809 pages, each describ­
ing an average of 20 different jobs, 
or perhaps 15,000 different jobs in 
all. In the final analysis, it is up to 
the yeshiva student and his parents 
to devote time and effort to making 

the correct decision. 

. . . . 
While most of this discussion was 

devoted to post-high school 
vocational planning, a short aside to 
Mr. Wagner is in order, regarding 
segregation of children during the 
early stages of their education. He 
seems to be concerned with some 
children possibly being forced out of 
the college track at an early stage; 
my concern is with the fact that all 
children are currently being forced 
into the college track at an early age. 

Hopefully, my article and this ex­
change will stimulate further in­
vestigation into the whole problem 
of employment for our young peo­
ple - without the necessity of a 
college degree. 

"The Child You Lose ... " 
and Yeshiva University 

It has been brought to our 
attention that the inclusion of 
Yeshiva University's seal among 
four others in the illustration ac­
companying Dr. Fryshman's article 
"The Child Your Lose ... " could be 
understood to imply that this school 
is "beset by a deteriorating moral 
climate" equally with the other 
schools represented. This was not 
the intention of the illustration, and 
Dr. Fryshman's text also clearly 
stated otherwise. The seals were 
chosen at random from schools 
available to Jewish students referred 
to directly or indirectly in this arti­
cle. As such, Yeshiva University's 
symbol was in place. This and no 
more was the extent of the sym­
bolism intended. 

In clarifying this point, it is only 
fair to note that, as Dr. Fryshman 
stated in his article, "These schools 
(Y. U. and Touro) also raise a 
number of questions that are 
beyond the purview of this article," 
which in turn can present problems 
which confront the student enrolled 
in these schools. 

THE EDITOR 
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Ezriel Toshavi 

Israel's Labor Party 
Farms a Coalition 

A Report and Analysis (with and without quotations) 

Keeping The Promise 
ISRAEL IS NOW HEADED by a new 
Labor-led coalition that includes the 
National Religious Party (Mizrachi­
Hapoel HaMizrachi). This in itself is 
nothing new - in its twenty-six 
years of existence, the State of Israel 
has almost always been governed by 
a coalition that included the NRP. 
Nonetheless eyebrows were raised. 

Four years ago, when the NRP 
voted for the Law of Return (which 
grants converts recognition as Jews 
without specifying that the conver­
sion be in accordance with 
halachah ), the Party claimed that a 
negative vote on this issue, then or 
at any time until a new government 
is formed, would be an empty 
gesture. When a new government 
would be formed, they said, the cir­
cumstances would be different: 
Thus, at its fall '73 convention, the 
National Religious Party's Central 
Committee (the official policy­
making body) resolved: "In regard 
to Mihu Yehudi - 'Who is a Jew' -
the leaders of the Mafdal ( NRP) in 
the Knesset and the government must 

not be responsible for this defective 
law; nor can they lend it their support 
by joining the forthcoming govern­
ment unless the situation is corrected 
to ascertain that no non-Jew will be 
registered as a Jew- only, exclusive­
ly those who are Jewish by halachic 
criteria. This requires amendment of 
the Law of Return." 

quoted in HATZOFEH . March 4, '74 
Another NRP condition to join­

ing the government (pushed strongly 
by the Kibbutz Hadati faction of the 
party) was that West Bank 
territories not be subject to negotia­
tion for submission to Arab control. 
Unless these two conditions were 
met, the NRP would not join the 
Labor Coalition. 

The rest of the story is surely 
familiar: Because of the NRP's in­
transigence, Mrs. Meir could not 
form a coalition. (Even the N.Y. 
Times dubbed the party as "ultra­
Orthodox" - a label heretofore 
only applied to the Agudath Israel 
and various "Hassidic groups.") 
The Labor plurality applied 
pressure, and the NRP leaders 
Michael Hazani and Yitzchak 

Raphael consulted the Chief Rab­
binate. Cheif Rabbi Shlomo Goren 
in turn telephoned Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik in Boston, and the 
decision was rendered: "No joining 
without the halachah clause in 'Who 
is a Jew'! " 

Mrs. Meir threatened to resign; 
but then she reconsidered her deci­
sion and announced a readiness to 
from a minority government .... 
Syrian troops amassed on the 
border, defectors from Labor 
returned to the ranks as party 
faithful, followed by the NRP who 
also announced a change of heart: it 
would join, after all. 

As stated, the story is a familiar 
one, and this brief retelling is oflittle 
significance - except that in its un­
folding, a number of questions were 
raised, and some clarification 
resulted in the outlook of various 
parties (political and otherwise) 
regarding the role religion is to play 
in the governing of the Holy Land. 
It is a story best told by making 
maximum use of the direct quota­
tion of the spoken word, and the in­
direct quotation of the news story.* 

Politics: Is it a Matter for the Rabbis? 
(comment) 

of action from the Torah, as explained and interpreted 
by gedolei haTorah (great Torah leaders). This has 
always been the central conviction of Agudath Israel, 
and indeed "the Agudah is dedicated to finding the solu­
tion of all problems of the Jewish people ... in the spirit 
of the Torah." It has thus consistently referred policy 
matters to its Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah (Council of 
Torah Sages) for decision. 

"RENDER UNTO CEASAR THAT ... "has been a favorite 
phrase among those committed to a separation of 
religion and state. By contrast, the Jewish People cannot 
view their existence except in terms of Torah teachings 
and ideals. Just as the individual Jew must consult the 
Torah for guidance in all aspects of his personal life, so 
must the Jewish community seek guidance for its course 

EZRIEL TOSHAVI, observes the Israeli scene for our readers in these 
columns. 
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•some of these events were analyzed in the Feb. issue of JO ("To 
Join or Not to Join - More Than a Matter of Politics"). But much has 
transpired since. 
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It was in character, then, for the Israeli Agudah to 
consult this body when it was offered a place in the 
Labor-led coalition - with the inviting·dividends of two 
ministerial posts and significant concessions on religious 
issues. It was in character, too, that it stayed out when 
so advised by this Council, for the Labor Party refused 
to yield on two cardinal conditions: abolition of draft of 
women, as well as "Who is a Jew." And consistent with 
this approach, it was in response to the specific direc­
tives articulated by the members of this Council that the 
Agudah abstained from giving the newly-formed 
government its vote of confidence- at the same time, 
not joining Likud in voting against the government. 

While the NRP is committed to promoting the 
flourishing of a Torah Yishuv in Eretz Yisroe/ ("Eretz 
Yisroel for the Jewish People in accordance with 
Torah"), it has found it ideologically tenable to attempt 
as much as possible to function on two levels - the 
religious and the political - with apparent mutual ex­
clusivity, for in its view, political considerations have a 
religious validity unto themselves. (It has been 
postulated that since the NRP views the very existence 
of a Jewish State as bearing Messianic implication, 
religious participation in the government of the State -
namely the Mizrachi's - is an essential feature. This 
one aspect can outweigh many other considerations. A 
full analysis of this concept was developed in David 
Meyer's "The Tragedy of Religious Zionism," featured 
in the March '73 Jewish Observer). 

Because of this propensity to divide the communal 
(or political) from the personal, the NRP has not bound 
its decisions to the advice of its Torah leadership. Thus, 
when then-Chief Rabbi Unterman directed the NRP to 
vote for a giyur kehalachah amendment to the Law of 
Return in July '72, the party deemed it wiser to abstain, 
staying in the governing coalition. 

Now, however, a promise to the electorate had to be 
fulfilled. And - more than an Agudah-or Lubavitch­
dramatized issue of· only limited implications - the 
question "Who Is a Jew" was clearly understood by the 
clergy of deviationist groups, as well as by the broad 
spectrum of world Orthodoxy, to reflect universal 
guidelines for such key concepts as Jewry, conversion, 
halachah, and Jewish religion. Here was a question of 
granting open legitimacy to Reform and Conservative 
conversions, stamping "Yehudi" on identification 
papers of individuals whose entry into Judaism was 
without ha/a chic validity. 

RABBI JOSEPH B. GLASSER, executive vice 
president of the Central Conference of American 
(Reformed) Rabbis: "This is a question of the 
legitimacy of the entire reform movement." 
quoted by Harry Trimborn, in "A Question for 

Israel: Who Is a Jew?" N. Y. POST- March 28, '74 

Indeed, it was because of the clarity of the issues at 
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stake that the lay group, Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America, found it imperative to 
divorce itself from the Synagogue Council of America. 
Membership in this organization involves inter-group 
relations in a religious framework, which results in gran­
ting implied recognition to the other members - a 
recognition the Conservative and Reform were 
capitalizing on, and the UOJC claims to have never in­
tended to confer. So it suspended its membership. 

It seemed to some onlookers that, pressed as it was to 
join the government, the NRP actually recognized the 
issue as a fully religious one, and for that reason its 
leadership chose to consult its rabbinical body - the 
Chief Rabbinate. Not everyone saw the justice in this 
move. 

A Plea for "Moratorium" ... 

FOR ONE. the British Chief Rabbi, Dr. Immanuel 
J akobovits, made his opposition known in an address to 
religious and lay-leaders of the United Synagogue in 
early February. In an article headlined: "Shelve' Who Is 
a Jew' Now, Says Chief Rabbi," the London Jewish 
Chronicle reports that Dr. Jakobovits: 

suggested for the present emergency, when religious 
faith and national unity are such indispensable assets 
to Jewish survival, to press for some regular religious 
instruction and practice in all schools. 

"In return would be a moratorium on all new 
legislation of religious significance, such as that con­
cerning conversions, civil marriage, public Sabbath 
observance or ~utopsies - all subjects on which 
fierce divisive controversies continue to rage." 

(London) JEWISH CHRONICLE - Feb. '74 

(comment) 
Incredibly, Dr. Jakobovits treats purely religious 

matters as though they were political issues that can be 
permitted to lie unresolved, in moratorium: In effect, 
bogus converts should be admitted as Jews, unquestion­
ed; unauthorized autopsies should continue, unchalleng­
ed; Sabbath should be desecrated, without stop - all for 
the sake of "unity." 

It would seem as though Dr. Jakobovits had for the 
moment forgotten that the ideal of unity for Jewry is ex­
pressed in the High Holiday prayer: "Ve'asu kulam . .. 
And they all shall form one unit to wholeheartedly fulfill 
Thy will"; - as though Dr. Jakobovits were proposing 
that the G-d-given halachic definition of the Jewish unit 
could be sidestepped for some other kind of unity of 
some other definition. And the reward would be "more 
religious instruction and practice in all schools." -
Under whose tutelage? - and with what kind of long­
range effect? Unfortunately, the smattering of religious 
awareness thus far promoted in the Israeli Mamlachti 
public schools has proven to be of very little value and 
of very short duration. 
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... And an Order From the Courts 

The Supreme Courts ordered the rabbinical 
authorities today to cease and desist from interfering 
with the formation of a government coalition. The 
order nisi, directed to the Chief Rabbinate Council 
and Tel Aviv Rabbinical Court, gave those bodies 
two weeks to show cause why they should not reverse 
their ban on the National Religious Party from join­
ing a coalition. The Supreme Court also issed a tem­
porary injunction barring the rabbinical authorities 
from enforcing their ban pending the Court's final 
decision in the matter .... 

It was uncertain ... what action the NRP would 
take in view of the Supreme Court's order .... 

Avraham Verdiger, an MK of the Agudah bloc fil­
ed an urgent agenda motion in the Knesset todav 
claiming that the Supreme Court was interfering 
with the work of the rabbinical courts. 

JT A March 5 

In the meantime, it was predicted that Rabbi Goren 
will simply ignore the court's show-case order for it was 
no longer relevant; and the court, in turn, will drop its 
claim. After all, the rabbinical decision did not actually 
"ban" the NRP from joining the government. Indeed, 

Interior Minister Yosef Burg insisted today that the 
decision to join the Meir govenment did not run 
counter to the Chief Rabbinate's ruling. According 
to Burg, that ruling was aimed against certain 
specific proposals. The NRP, he said, has since 
received somewhat changed proposals for a com­
promise and these, coupled with the deteriorating 
security situation on the Syrian front created new 
facts on which the party voted, he said. 

JTA ~March 7 

Whether the rabbis saw their ruling as violated or 
honored was another matter, as expressed by their own 
statements, quoted later in this article. 

(comment} 
The court's challenge itself does dramatize several 

basic issues that run like a San Adrean Fault through 
the structure of Israeli society: Most religious 
authorities find the idea of a secular-appointed rab­
binical body, along the lines of Israel's Chief Rabbinate, 
most reprehensible, robbing a religious body of its in­
dependence .... The Mizrachi has always felt that by 
"cooperating" with secular groups, the others will even­
tually be influenced to subscribe to religious convic­
tions; thus, in their view, it pays to go along with their 
designs rather than rupture their association and doom 
the Zionist State to an existence without a "full religious 
invlovement," no matter how compromised* .... The 
secularists, in turn, maintain that the Chief Rabbinate 
exists by administrative fiat and has no legitimacy 

* Again, the reader is advised to refer to Rabbi Meyer's piece in the 

Mar. '73 JO. 

JO 

superseding its creator's authority. 

The three-way confrontation triggered by the election 
crisis had tremendous dramatic potential; but then the 
NRP backed out and left many secularists with the im­
pression that, indeed, the rabbis' word is not binding, 
only advisory, and thus not cause for concern ... , Dr. 
Burg's explanation may have salved his conscience, but 
readers of the N.Y. Times only knew of the 
government's impending crisis because of a .. rabbinical 
ban," and its subsequent swift resolution; while the 
Israeli reader acquainted with Burg's rationale also read 
the rabbinical protests that followed. 

The Explanation 
THE REASON FOR THE NRP'S sudden (and, to many, not 
unexpected) reversal was (as Dr. Burg said) much the 
same as Dayan's and Peres's the previous day: 

A suddenly developed security threat on the 
Syrian front - a reported massive build-up of forces 
. . . No details were released on the reported sudden 
military build-up .... 

Initial public reaction was one of skepticism, 
however. Many Israelis, disenchanted of late with 
politics and politicians, regarded the alleged 
emergency as a put up job intended to allow Dayan 
and Peres to return to the fold without losing face. 

JTA - March 7 

This security threat also figured prominently in the 
NRP's actions: Unity, the NRP explained, is of 
paramount importance at a time of national peril. 

(comment) 
The questions that immediately come to mind are: 

"'Why is national unity based on Torah-defined criteria of 
lesser importance than a polotical unity?'" - and "'Why 
must the National Religious Pary discard its cardinal 
principles for the sake of national unity when no other 
group - not Labor in deference to a religious definition of 
Jewry. nor Likud in regard to the geographic definition of 
Israel - felt compelled to do the same?" 

The Rabbinical Reaction 
BEING IGNORED is insulting treatment. Being defied can 
be injurous, as well. And the rabbinate did not respond 
tolerantly to either. 

Rabbi Zvi Yehuda Kook, son of (first) Chief Rabbi 
Avrohom Yitzchok Kook ccc, and rabbinical mentor to 
the NRP, spared no words denouncing the party: 

Dr. Burg knows well that the security problem is 
totally unrelated to his decision (to join the 
coalition); he promised me explicitly that he would 
not join the coalition. The very next day what 
happened - to their great shame and defiance! The 
Mizrachi has lost every reason for its existence. 

quoted in DER ALGEMEINER JOURNAL March 14 
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In addition: 

And: 

Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren attacked the N RP 
forcefully and publicly for failing to heed his injunc­
tion against joining the new Cabinet because of the 
"Who Is a Jew" issue. 

The NRP decision gravely injured the prestige, 
authority, and status of the Chief Rabbinate, he 
declared. It was ironic, as it was tragic, that the very 
movement which had founded the Chief Rabbinate in 
Israel had acted thus to violate its authority, he add­
ed. 

JTA ·March IO 

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik of Boston: "My 
opinion is the same as a few weeks ago. It is 
prohibited to enter the government because it con­
cerns an issue which determines whether halachah 
can be affected in public life in Israel . . .. All 
achievements the NRP is boasting about have no 
value if !hey want to justify their entrance in the 
government because it was a "time of crisis' ... the 
question arises, why didn't Premier Golda Meir 
become frightened? She did not overlook anything 
and remained by her stubborness." 

JTA - March 24 '74 

To 
Dr. Burg's Program: 

Improve a "Perfect Record" 
AMID THE FLURRY of cries of betrayal and accusations 
of expediency, several questions emerge regarding the 
future course of Israel's" Mihu Yehudi" policy: What are 
Dr. Burg's intentions? (As Mininster of Interior he is in 
charge of enforcing the Law of Return.) Can Dr. Burg's 
avowed intentions be taken at face value? What does Mrs. 
Meir have in mind? Can the Minister of Interior set up 
purely halachic criteria for Jewishness? And with the best 
of intentions, can he effectively enforce them? 

One can only evaluate Dr. Burg's integrity of word 
and efficiency of performance on the basis of past per­
formance . . . How had he fared in the past? Early in 
March, before the government crisis was resolved: 

The latest compromise offered by Labor on the 
Who Is a Jew issue would have Premier Golda Meir 
announce in her first Knesset speech that the Interior 
Minister had informed her that he had not in the past 
and would not in the future register non-Jews as 
Jews. ()nee a new government is formed, a 
minister•al committee would be appointed to seek a 
permanent legal solution to the problem. 

JTA-March 6 

(It is assumed Mrs. Meir received clearance from Dr. 
Burg before planning her announcement.) 

After the political crisis was over, however: 
Israel's Minister of Interior said today that he had 

directed his officials to refuse to register as Jews im­
migrant" who were converted abroad unless their 
conversions had been in accordance with the 
orthodox interpretation of Jewish law. 
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However, the minister, Yosef Burg, conceded that 
some people converted by Reform and Conservative 
rabbis abroad had probably been listed as Jews in 
the official population register without his 
knowledge. 

N.Y. TIMES- March 21 

As for past performance, whom is one to believe, Dr. 
Burg ... or Dr. Burg? 

Perhaps one must accept Dr. Burg's explanation that 
there were registrations "without his knowledge." This 
has apparently happened in the past, in registering non­
"converted" Gentiles as Jews. A story is Israel's daily 
Ha'aretz (18 Adar, 5734) proclaimed: 

RABBINICAi. SOURCES: HUNDREDS OF INCIDENTS 

OF REGISTERING NON-JEWS AS JEWS 

Mr. Judah Feldy, Chairman of the Committee for 
the National Integrity, sent the Minister of Interior 
a list of 160 people who (he alleged) were registered 
as Jews in spite of being Gentiles. Mr. Feldy has not 
yet had a response from the Ministry .... He has 
more lists that he is ready to submit. 

For example, he cited the case of ... who applied 
for conversion at the Tel Aviv Rabbinical Court in 
May '71, even though she and her four children 
already had been registered as Jews upon entry into 
Israel in March '71. 

So the explanation is credible, but the efficiency record is 
not impressive. 

How Does One Spell "Halachah"? 
ASSUMING DR. BURG SUCCEEDED in tightening control 
over his Ministry's efficiency, what would its guidelines 
be? There should be no doubt that, as a leader in a 
religious party, his long-range intentions are basically 
for a halachic criterion for determining Jewishness. The 
Prime Minister, however, has ideas of her own. 

Prime Minister Golda Meir appealed on Friday to 
the annual convention of U.S. Reform Rabbis, 
(which was held in Jerusalem) for continued patience 
and tolerance on their part while efforts go on to find 
a solution to the problem of conversions. 

Addressing the 350-odd rabbis and several hun­
dred of their congregants ... Mrs. Meir declared 
that the ministerial committee which she would set 
up to seek a solution to the problem would consult 
with all streams of world Jewry. The committee -
whose establishment is a part of the new Labour­
National Religious-Independent Liberal coalition 
agreement - would seek the advice of "the best 
minds of Jewish life on all sides," the Premier said. 

JERUSALEM POST- March 19 

What solution do the Reform Rabbis desire? What will 
these "best minds" decide? And, to what extent can Mrs. 
Meir expect to fulfill their hope? 

America's Reform Rabbis made a public overture 
in Jerusalem last week to the Orthodox and Conser­
vative streams in Judaism to consult with Reform in 
seeking a commonly acceptable solution to the 
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problem of conversion - the proposed committee 
would probably consider the possible formation of 
tripartite Orthodox-Conservative-Reform conver­
sion boards, which would perform conversions under 
a unified and agreed practice. 

JERUSALEM POST· March 19 
(comment) 

First one must realize that "a unified and agreed" 
practice of conversion involving Reform and Conser· 
vative rabbis is a patent impossibility, because it is a 
contradiction of terms for a Reform or Conservative 
Rabbi to perform a halachic conversion: if the rab· 
binical court officiating over the conversion includes 
rabbis who deny the divinity of the Torah, the actions of 
this court cannot be considered in accordance with 
Torah law (halachah) .... Does it make sense for in­
dividuals preaching a doctrine in opposition to Torah 
Judaism to usher converts into Torah Judaism? 

But, even if an acceptable approach is somehow for­
mulated in regard to future procedure, an uncertain 
peace would reign. In his statement to David Landau of 
the Jerusalem Post, Rabbi Robert I. Kahn of Houston, 
Texas, President of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis 

... stressed that if the three streams of Judaism 
achieved ·an agreed conversion process, the Reform 
movement and CCAR would insist that persons who 
had been converted in the past by Reform rabbis not 
in accordance with halachah be recognized relroac· 
tively as Jew. He himself had converted over40 per­
sons in Houston without the halachic requirements 
of circumcision (for males) and ritual immersion. It 
would be unthinkable, he said, if now, years or even 
decades later, these persons were to have their 
Jewishness questioned by the State of Israel. 

Ibid 

What Can the Minister Do? 
(comment) 
IT IS DIFFICULT TO ENVISION how Dr. Burg would treat 
the existing converts already "ushered into Judaism" by 
Rabbi Kahn. It is also difficult to envision how he will 
handle prospective "halachic" converts trained for 
Judaism by Rabbi Kahn. Perhaps this is idle specula­
tion, since - as Mrs. Meir promised - "a committee 
would be appointed ... " and the decision is not to be 
Dr. Burg's alone. 

Now if that committee would consist of leading 
Talmudic authorities, a definitive guideline in keeping 
with halachic definition of Jewishness could be an­
ticipated. But Mrs. Meir has already announced her 
choice: 
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The members of the overseas conversions com­
mittee are Justice Minister Zadok (Labour), 
Religions Minister Raphael and Interior Minister 
Burg (National Religious Party), Health Minister 
Shemtov (Mapam) and Minister-without-Portfolio 
Hausner (Independent Liberals). 

Jeru<;alem Post. (ibid) 

Zadok is an old-time Mapai member .... Mr. 
Shemtov is an avowed left-wing radical .... Mr. 
Hausner is the father of the motion to legitimize civil 
marriages for those who do not qualify for halachic 
marriages .... And the chairman of the committee? 

The Prime Minister herself is to chair the 
ministerial committee set up under the coalition 
agreement to examine the problem of conYersions 
abroad. 

An Issue That Touches All of Jewry 
(comment) 

Ibid 

AN ISSUE THAT TOUCHES ON the very definition of Jewry 
is a Torah issue. It is a major one when it has practical 
applications touching the integrity of the Jewish popula· 
tion in Israel, and ramifications affecting Jews all over 
the world. 

A Torah issue must be determined along halachic 
guidelines, by those who are expert in the field: rab­
binical authorities. And once rabbinical authorities have 
been consulted, their word must be honored. When any 
of these conditions are violated, only chilul Hashem can 
result. 

On such occasions, party labels should indeed be 
forgotten. - Even before girding oneself for the battles 
that lie ahead to restore integrity to Jewry and dignity to 
the rabbinate, all should pause and join together in 
mourning. o 

PAN AMERICAN 
HOTEL DEAD SEA 

ISRAEL'S NEWEST 
LUXURY SPA HOTEL 

ON THE DEAD SEA. AND 
IT'S GLATT KOSHER. 

$ 
The Dead Sea is Israel's fastest growing 
spa area. The Pan American Hotel Dead Sea 
is the newest and finest hotel in the area. 
It is a magnificent, self-contained resort hotel 
offering shemirat shabbat, glatt kosher 
meals, meticulous hashgacha. 
Luxurious accommodations, private swimming 
pool, sparkling beachfront, short walk to spa 
bathing in mineral waters. All 235 air 
conditioned rooms face the sea. 
Enjoy the unique health and spa facilities 
at Pan American Dead.Sea. 
Our sister hotel, Pan American Bat Yam, 
is temporarily closed. We welcome you to the 
Pan American Dead Sea. 

For information and reservations, contact your travel agent or: 

UTELL INTERNATIONAL INC. al 
119 W. 57th St., New York, N. Y. 10019, Tel: (212) 757-2981 

Offices in: Chicago, Miami, Philadelphia, 
San Francisco, Toronto 

PAN AMERICAN HOTELS ISRAEL, INC. 
75 E. 55th St., New York, N.Y. 10022, Tel: (212) 688-7958 
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Chaim Shapiro 

LOMZA: 

A Yeshiva 

Grew • Poland lll 

Encounter In Stavisk 

fHE YEAR WAS 1883. Beginning with the landmark 
founding of the Volozhner Yeshiva in 1803, yeshivas 
were flourishing in both Russia and Lithuania, but 
Poland was still in the pre-Volozhin era. Each town had 
its own Beis Midrash or shtiebel where a number of boys 
studied Torah, and the local Rabbi served as both Rav 
and Rosh Yeshiva. Something had to be done. So the 
Chafetz Chaim took a trip to Stavisk to see how the 
situation could be corrected. 

Stavisk was only a small town near Lomza, but its 
Rav, Reb Chaim Leib Mishkovski, known as the 
Stavisker Tzaddik, was famous as a Gaon and Posek.' 
And the Chafetz Chaim, a great admirer of the 
Stavisker, would often visit him - in fact, he had con­
sulted him on difficult decisions while working on his 
monumental Mishneh B'rurah. 

The two tzaddikirn were sitting in the "Beis Din" 
room of Stavisk discussing the situation, when a knock 
on the door interrupted them: It was Reb Lazar 
Shulavitz. 

CHAIM SHAPIRO'S reminiscences of Jewish life in Europe before World 
War II is a source of delight ro JO readers. He acknowledges a debt of 
gratitude to Rabbi Moses Yoshor for much of the information in this ar· 
ticle. 
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Behind the Knock 

WHEN ONLY NINE. Reb Lazar was orphaned, and an uncle 
summoned him from Ko/no to come live with him in Lom­
za. His uncle eventually sent him to the Volozhin Yeshiva. 
He married at 18, and received 3,000 rubles nadan (afor­
tune in those days), plus a promise of support for the next 
ten years. He went on to learn in Keirn where he became a 
follower of Reb Yisroe/ Salanter, later entering a business 
partnership with another talmid chochom. Needless to 
say, the two had their minds more on the Gemora than on 
their business affairs, and half of his dowry was soon lost. 
In the meantime. his uncle died and left him another 3,000 
rubles. 

Then in Shevat, 5643, Reb Lazar learned that his belov­
ed Rebbe. Reb Yisroe/ Salanter, passed away. Reb Lazar 
decided to build a yeshiva in Lornza al kivro - to 
perpecuate Reb Yisroe/'s memory. So he garhered his 
remaining funds - the inheritance plus the other half of 
his dowry - 4,500 rubles in all. to invest in the "Yeshiva 
business." Just as one consults an experienced 
businessman before embarking on a new venture, when 
abour co invesl in Torah, whom does one consulr bur rhe 
Scavisker Tzaddik. 

The two men were amazed, for without setting foot 
outside the room, their prayers were answered. 

I 
Reb Lazar's concerns were more than financial. He 

had hoped to bring a Lithuanian-type Yeshiva, com­
plete with its rnussar program (concentrated study of 
Torah ethics) to Chassidic Poland - would it work? 
The two rzaddikirn gave him their asssurances coupled 
with thelf blessings and promised to help him in every 
way - a promise they fulfilled to the last days of their 
lives.' So Reb Lazar returned to Lomza, purchased a lot, 
and began construction of the Yeshiva building - but 
entered the deed in the name of Reb Chaim Leib 
Mishkovski, Stavisker Tzaddik. 

1. He had bemoaned the neglect of the study of Dinei Nefashos (laws 
regarding capital punishment} since the Jews had lost their authority to 
enforce capital punishment. He thus dedicated his time and effort to that 
branch o/halacha and he became known as the only person of his.genera~ 
ti on qualified to render decisions in the field. His sefer 'nil .,,K 'J!J , is 
impossible to find anywhere. 

The Sravisker's son Reh Chezkiya Mishkovski married the daughter 
of the famous ba'a! mussar Reh Yitzchok Blazar, the Rav of Petersburg. 
Reh Chezkiya Mishkovski (known as the Krinker Rav} was a leader of 
Agudath Israel and was active in hatzala during the Second World War. 
His widow, Reh ltzele's daughter, lives presently in K'far Chassidim with 
her two sons. 

2. After the Stavisker died, his widow asked for a room in the Yeshiva 
which her husband had loved so much. She was given an apartment where 
she spent the rest of her days. 



Lomza Welcomes the Yeshiva 

THE JEWS OF LOMZA greeted the projected Yeshiva with 
enthusiasm and financial support.-A wealthy widow 
donated her entire fortune, and moved into the public 
old-age home.-A local brick manufacturer donated 
35,000 bricks without informing his wife. When she 
learned of his contribution, she was infuriated, for 
without her advice and consent, she doubted if she had a 
share in the mitzvah. So she donated an additional 35,-
000 bricks on her own. 

With love and affection, the Jews of Lomza watched 
their Yeshiva grow.' 

The Lomza Plan 

AS A BA'AL MUSSAR, Reb Lazar felt that he had to be in 
full charge of his students' environment and that could 
only be accomplished by housing them in dormitories. 
In those days, yeshiva dormitories, with their own cook­
ing and eating facilties on the premises, were unheard of. 
But he ignored precedent, and endowed Lomza with the 
largest building any Yeshiva in Poland ever had - with 
the possible exception of Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, 
which Horav Meir Shapiro opened in the 'thirties. 

Reb Lazar pointed to the Talmudic adage "'Im ein 
g'diyim, ein t'yoshim - if there are no spring-lambs, 
there will be no rams," and he established no less than 
twelve yeshiva preparatory schools in as many neighbor­
ing towns, so he would have a steady supply of new 
young students for the Yeshiva Gedola. He personally 
appointed the Rebbis of these "farm schools" and finan­
cially underwrote the budget of the full dozen. 

Short Stop in Novograd 

ON ONE OF HIS MANY TRAVELS, the Chafetz Chaim once 
arrived in the small town of Novograd at three in the 
morning. As was his custom, he did not go to the local 
"hotel" at such a late hour, but went directly to the Beis 
H amidrash to learn until Shacharis. To his great sur­
prise, he found a group of teenagers there studying 
Gemora. When he inquired why they had not yet gone 
to sleep, they replied, "We don't dare! Reb Lazar is 
coming next week to test us and we'd better be ready!" 

In the morning, the Chafetz Chaim completely 
"forgot" the purpose of his trip and left immediately for 
Lomza, walked into the Yeshiva and kissed Reb Lazar 
for his activities for Torah. 

3 The townspeople even found Biblical support for their enterprise: 

". i:::iJx ill i'Il:lr, ... "'lt.H<nl :" - (Lomza anochi) - "If so, wherefore 

am I? - and she went (to the Yeshiva of Shem and Eiver) to seek G· 

d."' 

Winter Clearing 

WHENEVER THE CHOFETZ CHAIM was in the Lomza 
vicinity, he made it his business to visit the Yeshiva. 
Thus, one winter night, upon arriving in Lomza, his first 
stop was the Yeshiva. A heavy snow had fallen and 
walking was difficult. Yet, when he came to the Yeshiva, 
he found the walks clean. In the morning, he commend­
ed the shammos for clearing the snow, to enable the bnei 
Torah to come to davening without difficulty. Reb 
Avrohom Moshe, the shammos, denied credit. "I was 
sick last night. It was Reb Lazar who cleared the snow." 

No surprise, then, that when Reb Lazar's daughter 
once visited Vilna and presented herself to the Gaon 
Horav Chaim Ozer Grodzenski, he rose to his feet and 
declared to all present, "One has to stand up for Reb 
Lazar's daughter!" 

Growing Pains 

REB LAZAR WAS AN INNOVATOR. Unlike other yeshivas 
where the entire student body was like one large class, 
with only one Rosh Yeshiva lecturing, Lomza had five 
levels, each with its own Rosh Yeshiva. Eventually, Reb 
Lazar made two groups at the third level, Gimmel-Alef 
and Gimmel-Beis, increasing educational effectiveness 
and overhead expenses. 

His approach became famous, and the Chassidic 
Rebbes of Ger, Alexander and Sochatshov each called 
on him for advice on how to set up a yeshiva. Rabbi 
Yoseif J. Hurvitz, founder of the Novardoker Mussar 
Movement, also spent time in Lomza and then built his 
yeshiva network along identical lines. 

Soon the Yeshiva admitted its 400th student, and the 
local community found the tremendous financial burden 
too much to carry. 

Reb Lazar was desperate and rumors were flying that 
he might be forced to close the Yeshiva. When the 
Stavisker heard this, he immediately came to Lomza. 
That evening the Tzaddik took a stroll with Reb Lazar. 
While discussing a Torah topic, they passed one Beis 
Midrash after another. All were closed because of the 
late hour. Suddenly the Stavisker stopped and said, 
"Reb Lazar, what do you hear?" 

In the stillness of the night only the voices of the bnei 
Torah were ringing over the entire vicinity. 

"! hear the ko/ haTorah," replied Reb Lazar. 
"Where do the voices come from? From the shuts we 

just passed?" asked the Stavisker. 
"No, they are all closed ... dark ... silent," replied Reb 

Lazar. 
"And now you want to close the last kol ha Torah, the 

Yeshiva?" asked the Stavisker. 
With renewed vigor, Reb Lazar began to work harder 
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yet. The Stavisker, the Chofetz Chaim, and countless 
other Gedo/irn issued appeals on behalf. of the Lomza 
Yeshiva. The Jewish community in neighboring 
Koenigsberg, East Prussia, responded with help. In 
Germany-proper, Rabbi Dr. Ezriel Hildesheimer, Rabbi 
Dr. Breuer of Frankfurt, even Baron Rothschild, all 
answered the appeal. The yoke eased for a while but the 
response still was not enough, so Reb Lazar dispatched 
rneshulachirn to every corner of the globe. 

Then the famous joke was born: Whenever the 
newspapers carried a discussion among philosophers 
and scientists whether human life exists on Mars 
(somehow they left the moon for poets), the Jews of 
Lomza laughed: If Reb Lazar Shulavitz has no 
rneshu/ach on Mars, you can be sure that no one lives 
there! 

In those days banks and checks were unknown. Funds 
arrived from all over the world by mail - in cash! How 
could the funds be protected? secured from thieves? The 
Rosh Yeshiva found a safe place by entrusting all the 
cash into the hands of Reb Avrohom Moshe, the sharn­
rnos (Reb Avrohom Moshe was a student in the 
Yeshiva, married and remained in the Yeshiva all his 
life), for who would ever suspect that the mattress of a 
poor shammos was stuffed with such treasure? 

Life on a Shoestring 

REB LAZAR'S WIFE complained to the Chofetz Chaim 
that their meager income was insufficient for feeding 
their family as well as all the guests Reb Lazar would 
bring home every day. She asked the Chofetz Chaim to 
intervene on her behalf to increase their weekly stipend 
by a few rubles. The Chofetz Chaim replied, "If Reb 
Lazar would accept a raise, he would have to raise the 
salaries of all the faculty members, and Reb Lazar could 
not afford that. ... " 

Assistants and Heirs 

WHEN HIS DAUGHTERS grew up, he asked his old friend 
Reb Nosson Tzvi Finkel (the Alter of Slobodke) to 
recommend two suitable sons-in-law. He suggested the 
"lluy of Trok," Reb Yechiel Mordechai Gordon, later 
known as the "Prince of all Roshei Yeshivos"; and Reb 
Yehoshua Zelig Ruch, "The Rokishker," who was 
recognized as the greatest rnasmid in the yeshivos of 
Telshe and Slobodke. When these two great men came 
to Lomza, they proved to be a great blessing for the 
Yeshiva.-The enrollment leaped to over 500. 

Knowing that he could trust the Yeshiva in their 
hands, Reb Lazar left Poland for Jerusalem. 

One cannot talk about Lomza Yeshiva without men-
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The Chofetz Chaim: 

"No yeshiva in Poland ... 
something must be done." 

Reb Chaim Ozer 
Grodzensky: 

"One must stand up for 
Reb Lazar's daughter!" 

Reb Yechiel Mordechai 
Gordon 

and 

Reb Yehoshua Zelig Ruch: 

They came to Lomza, and 
the enrollment leaped 

to over 500. 

Reb Moshe Rosenstein 

"Five hours 
of uninterrupted thinking 

for five minutes 
pure thought." 
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tioning the following three: The Mashgiach, Reh Moshe 
Rosenstein, a "graduate" of Kelm, who fasted for thirty 
years .... He would taste a bit of food at night after 
Ma'ariv, and , of course, on Shabbos and holidays. It 
was his habit to march up and down the aisle of the Beis 
Hamidrash for five or six hours at a stretch; he would 
explain that it takes five uninterrupted hours of concen­
trated thinking to produce five minutes of pure thought. 
... He was up every morning at dawn. Seeing the sun 
rise, he would say, is to witness Creation anew every 
day. 

Reh Shabsi f/ernikovske (brother-in-law of Horav 
Yaakov Kaminetzky K"to'':>lll ), the Rebbi of Gimmel­
Alef Almost seven feet tall, he would bend down to the 
height of the smallest student to answer his question. 
And he would not straighten his back until the conversa­
tion was completed, and the boy was totally satisfied. 

Then "Der Alter", Reh Yisroe/ Leib Ogulski. He had 
been the Mashgiach for a time, then became a rebbi. In 
my days he was old and retired, but would still test the 
boys. He was the only ta/mid chochom I ever knew who 

would take exception to shoklen zich-shaking during 
davening.4 

As Shivas Zion became a reality, and the Jews began 
returning to Eretz Yisroe/, a similar movement began in 
the Yeshiva world; the Torah must return with the peo­
ple. The first one to "return" was the "Alter of 
Slobodke," who took a group of bnei Torah with him 
and founded the Slobodke Yeshiva in Hebron. After the 
pogrom in 1929, the Yeshiva moved to Jerusalem where 
the Yeshiva of Chevron is flourishing to this day. 

The second to move to Eretz Yisroe/ was Yeshivas 
Lomza. Reb Lazar was already there, and in 1926 his 
son-in-law Reb Yechiel Mordechai Gordon sent fifty 
students to join him. Jn those days, all yeshivas were 
located in Jerusalem and vicinity. Reb Lazar, always an 
innovator, chose Petach Tikvah, the "mother" of the 
new yishuv. Reb Lazar died at the age of 82, but his 
Yeshiva is still flourishing in Petach Tikvah, under his 
grandson, Reb Lazar Ozer. o 

4 As a Litvak, he could not pronounce the shin so he could smilingly 

admonish his students:" -i1w.-r 'Jpt" 7po 'Ah sair sok/'t zich, nist a mentz." 
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Moshe Halevy Spero 

''Der Pinteleh Yid'': An Archetype 
What awakens the errant Jew to his sacred 
heritage? How does one understand the force 
that can make every Jew closer to his glorious 
past than to pressing distractions of the day? 

"But where shall wisdom be found? 
Where is the place of understanding?" 

Job 28:12 

EVERY LANGUAGE has its favorite idioms. While 
Yiddish is no less famous for its numerous pungent ex­
pressions - many of which defy translation - there is 
one we hear very often these days: the ubiquitous 
phrase, der pinteleh Yid. 

It is mentioned in reference to many situations: Many 
Russian Jews who hitherto had no background in 
religion or in any form of Jewish education suddenly 
revived some sense of identity with the Jewish people 
and their homeland. They then risk their entire es­
tablished life in the Soviet Union and emigrate to Israel. 
Why does this occur? How does this occur? The answer 
that is usually given is no more than the Delphic 
pronouncement: "Their pinte/eh Yid came through." 

Simlarly, behold the story of the ba'a/ teshuva, the 
penitant, who, after a life of non-religious orientation 
with, perhaps, little Jewish identity, also reanimates 
some sense of identity and of belonging to the Jewish 
community.' He too is said to have exercised his pinteleh 
Yid. 

The popular conception of this pinte/eh is to see it as a 
type of vital essence of Jewishness that is indigenous to 
one's personality. If developed to its fullest, it need not 
remain a mere potential essence, but rather become the 
complete being of the individual Jew. If neglected, 
however, it may recede from one's conscious awareness. 
. . but never disappear entirely. It can be revitalized 
when the subject evolves the proper intent and desire to 
identify with Jewishness or Judaism proper.' It is in this 
manner that this concept is thought of in common usage 
and reference. 

MOSHE HALEVY SPERO of Cleveland Heights, Ohio, is a frequent 
contributor to Anglo-Jewish publications. His "WisdOm as the Cock 
Crows," appeared in the Oct. '72 JO. 
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But what gives the pinte/eh the power to survive in the 
most errant of personalities, waiting for the signal to be 
activated? Moreover, how can we explain the apparent 
universality of this phenomenon, that it appears in every 
Jewish personality? 

While rabbinical scholars have dealt extensively and 
definitively with the phenomenon over the ages, I would 
suggest that the modern ear may well respond to an ex­
planation coached in terms of the Psychoanalytic con­
cept of the archetype as proposed by Carl Gustav Jung. 
It might help us conceptualize the idea of what is meant 
by the pince/eh Yid. 

Some Standard Archetypes 

A FEW EXAMPLES may serve well as introduction to the 
idea of archetypes: There are many concepts that we 
accept as being learned in the course of our life ex­
periences and education processes. The most obvious of 
these are motherhood, brotherhood, fatherhood, 
kingship, birth, rebirth, death and the like. However, 
theorized Jung, these categories of experience are actual­
ly a product of humanity's experience with the real 
world. That is to say, they are inherited characteristics 
that we receive from our earliest ancestors who had the 
first basic experiences with motherhood, fatherhood, 
birth, death and kingship. These experiences are much 
the same as those that any individual living in any age 
and in any part of the world might have. This racial 
datum is conceptualized in a universal thought-form 
which is an inborn characteristic of the human psyche . 
This thought-form creates mental images or schema that 
correspond to some aspect of our environment. Jung 
called this thought-form the archetype. 

Thus, the archetype of "mother" produces a 
preconception of the characteristics of motherhood e.g., 
attention, warmth, nurturance and affection, that is 
available to the cognitive mind so that it can be iden­
tified with a real mother. The child inherits a schema of 
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the mother image which can be influential in deter­
mining how the child will perceive his real mother. The 
child's experience and manifest behavior towards its 
mother will be a byproduct of l) an inner disposition 
towards perceiving the world in a certain manner, in­
dicated by the specific archetype, and 2) the actual 
nature of the world. In this example, we would be refer­
ing to the combination of the archetypal interpretation 
of motherhood and the child's experiences with its real 
mother. The same process applies for all archetypes. 
They predispose one in relating to and apprehending its 
contents in the real world. 

Perhaps one other example might be helpful in un­
derstanding this theoretical concept. Jung felt that 
man's inherited experience with various energy forms 
such as storms, floods and earthquakes, formed a 
predisposition in man toward perceiving and being 
fascinated by energy and power. This is what drives man 
to desire control and to create power and enegy. It ex­
plains the child's fascination with firecrackers, the 
youth's interest in fast cars, and the adult's preoccupa­
tion with the task of releasing the hidden energies of 
nature. 

The point of interest is that the archetype is not a 
learned characteristic of personality but is already pre­
sent in the substrata of the indiviual's psyche. 

The Archetypal Learning Experience 

SHOULD THIS IDEA seem foreign to the reader, let him 
reflect upon the following Talmudic teaching.' We are 
told that before a Jewish child is born, an angel comes to 
it and teaches it the entire Torah. Once this is ac­
complished the angel taps the child on its upper lip, thus 
causing the child to forget all that it had been taught. 
This, it is often interpreted, is what enables one to un­
derstand the intricacies of the Torah when it is studied in 
the "real world" for, in actuality, one is merely relearn­
ing that material - having been previously exposed to it 
while yet in utero. The same interpretation can be 
observed of the archetype in that it prepares us to relate 
to its actual content when we .. re-encounter" it in the 
real world. 

With this in mind, we are prepared to understand a 
well known Talmudic concept that might be interpreted 
as an archetype-. of specific relevence to the Jew. Con­
sider the following maxim: O'J~? Jr.Po m~K 'llllll'.l "The 
deeds of the Fathers are a sign for the children."' This 
would seem to imply that the forefathers of Judaism: 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses et al, are to be held as the 
ethical exemplars for the Jewish People, for it was with 
the forefathers that the G-d - Man dialogue that defines 
the relationship of each Jew to his Creator began. G-d's 
favorite was not Nimrod, .. The first man on earth to be 
a hunter,"• but Abraham, "I have known him to the end 
that he will command his children and his household 
after him; that they may keep the way of the L-rd; to do 
righteousness and Justice."' 
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In other words, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob do not 
merely serve as representatives of principles to be com­
prehended. They are lives to be continued. One who 
emulates the ways of Abraham, in effect, continues the 
life of Abraham. 'For the present is not new and distinct 
from the past. "Abraham is still standing before G-d" 
I Bereishis 18:22 ). Living with our patriarchs, we become 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. 

The existential responsibility that man has to G-d and 
the related sense of duty, our ingrained national 
abhorrence for Amaleik and, as historical evidence 
tends to indicate, our passion for social justice are all 
components of this schema. In any situation that in­
volves a moral or religious conflict, the Jew may look to 
the historical precedents set by the Fathers in their 
similar circumstances and try to emulate their actions. 
We are relating to TORAH, G-!J, HOLINESS, 
KINGSHIP in a way previously experienced by our 
Forefathers, and even by ourselves, through our 
archetypes. They do not represent mere reference 
material - the information that we draw on is part of 
our Jewish historic past that has become ingrained in 
our personalities. We do not live in the past; we live with 
it. The Jew comes into the real world with this archetype 
of the deeds of the Fathers; a preprogrammed image 
with which one can function as a Torah Jew. It is a 
category of being as a form that reaches out to be filled, 
as a model of the soul. 

Survival - Back to the Archetype 

SINCE THE PARTIARCHS - in their fidelity to Torah -
represent the essence of Jewishness, it should be ex­
pected that living in their ways is the key to their 
children's survival. Interestingly, Nathan Glazer - not 
especially known for his Torah orientation - also 
asserts in his study that the survival of Judaism as an en­
tity depends on the survival of Orthodox Judaism, and 
not any variation thereof, because the practices and the 
ingrained beliefs and ways of Orthodoxy provide mean­
ing to life for the Jewish People.• Yet, he also states, that 
despite the failure of Conservative and Reform Judaism 
to effect any real, lasting or meaningful results in their 
attempts to "revitalize" the religion, there was always 
some latent force at work, some underlying power that 
kept most of their ilk from assimilating totally into the 
mainstream of American culture. In describing what 
that force was, Glazer seems to come close to an­
ticipating our concept of the archetypal foundation in 
Judaism. 

All Jews, he insists, have a subconscious tendency to 
want to maintain themselves as a people - not merely as 
a religion.' This point is vital, for a people can keep 
themselves and their religion alive. No matter how 
shallow the belief of these early American and German 
Jews was, they were still prepared to be Jews. Something 
in them set them to this attitude of spirit and state of 
mind ... this staunch refusal to become non-Jewish." 
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Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are not merely representatives of principles 
to be emulated. They are lives to be continued. Living with our 

patriarchs, we become Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. 

Despite all that Reform and Conservativism rejected in 
the Jewish way of life, Glazer points out that they retain­
ed the rite of circumcision because it represented the 
minimum tie with Judaism in their efforts to, at least, 
avoid becoming non-Jewish. 

Because of this staying power, even the minimal acts 
of the errant Jew still have potential religious meaning. 
They are related to the archetype that demands to be 
realized - if not fully, at least to some degree. It seeks 
expression in real life and, if not in one particular 
generation, the determination remains, waiting to be 
reanimated by a dedication and consecration of one's 
self to G-d and His People. 

In Judaism, it is not necessarily a direct experience 
with G-d, encountered after an inner search, that 
changes man; but the example (archetype) of the good 
and holy life, presented by the present and past com­
munities of Israel as an ideal, can turn a man around: 
The community, expressed in every Jewish personality, 
can also bring people to faith. The archetype demands 
to seek faith through concrete examples of Jewish life. 
No fresh emotional stirring or newfound intellectual 
awareness can substitute for the revelation - for 
prophetic events - for the unique events that happened 
at particular moments in Jewish history. 

These events form the mainstay of Jewish thought -
not abstract thoughts or a generalized morality. And 
since not all of the Jewish people can have prophetic ex­
priences or even the type of relationships that the 
forefathers had with G-d, the archetype allows us to 
draw on these experiences, these vital histories. 

This, incidentally, is why conversion to Judaism is 
more than simply joining a religion ... it is the act of 
entering into a people so that the initiate can draw on 
the myriad examples from Judaism's historic past in for­
mulating his own connection with them and G-d - the 
same a born Jew accomplishes when referring to the 
archetype. 

It is this particular archetype, then - the deeds of the 
fathers as a sign for the children - that, in fact, is the 
power and content of the mysterious pinteleh Yid. This 
concept is an inherent, sometimes supressed, part of the 
collective unconscious of the Jews. One functions with it 
in one's attempts to become a realized self and in achiev­
ing sh/eimus - wholeness - man-with-man and man­
with-G-d. We can only reach this solidarity of soul when 
we ourselves, our experiences and our interactions with 
life, are worthy of becoming part of the total content of 
this group soul data - this historic inheritance - der 
pinteleh Yid. 
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Addenda 

FOR TWO MORE EXAMPLES of the potency of the 
archetype's influence on Jewish history, we can refer 
directly to the Torah itself. Hopefully, they will 
demonstrate how this theory supplies us with the 
makings of a tenable epistemology, or theory of 
knowledge, for Jewish history. 
I 

Tradition tells us that all of the children of Israel and 
the souls of those who were to exist were assembled at 
Sinai to hear Moses give the Asseres Hadibros (Med. 
Rabbah, Yisro XXIII:4). Indeed, there is a practical 
application that is based on this tradition: a Jewish slave 
who does not wish to accept his release from servitude at 
the appropriate time has his ear bored through against 
the doorpost (mezzuzah}. The commentaries explain 
that "the ear that heard at 'Sinai" ( Kiddushin 22b} that 
man shall have no master over himself other than G-d 
deserves to be so castigated - measure for measure. Ob­
viously, the basis for this reasoning is that all Israel was, 
indeed, at Sinai. 

While one would certainly not deny the literal inter­
pretation of this tradition, let it be suggested that the 
latter can be given a fuller meaning if understood as a 
reference to an archetype. That is to say, all Israel's ex­
perience at Sinai is borne as an archetypal "sign" that is 
ever active in the depths of every Jewish psyche. It might 
be the force behind every Jew who so passionately and 
violently resists moral stagnation, social decay and 
political mendacity. This revelation at Sinai is not 
something we read about or were told about, it is 
something that was and it is something that still is. The 
past is kept constantly alive in the present through the 
timeless archetypes. 

... Reflect upon yet another example of the long· 
range effects of the archetypal predispositions on Jewish 
history and personality. When, on the eve of his historic 
re-encounter with his estranged brother, Esau, Jacob 
prepared his malachim for what they were to say, Jacob 
instructed them to preface all specific statements with 
the phrase" ... so says your servant, Jacob." He did so, 
perhaps, to appease Esau and, by so doing, hoped to 
make negotiations with his brother less difficult. 
' The medrashic literature relates a similar story con-
cerning R. Yehudah haNassi and the Emperor An­
toninus." In a letter addressed to the emperor, R. 
Yehudah saluted him by referring to himself as " ... 
your servant, Yehudah, to the Emperor Antoninus." 
When R. Yehudah's colleagues asked him why he so 
denigrated himself to a mere temporal ruler, he respond-
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ed, "Am I better than our father, Jacob, who called 
himself 'servant' in deference to Esau?" 

Certain commentators have asked why R. Yehudah 
haNassi felt that the situation of Jacob and Esau could 
serve as a justification for the Rabbi's act since the 
Midrash mentions that Tannaic opinion did not look 
upon Jacob's humility with complete approval. The 
response that one of the commentators makes is another 
example of the potent meaning of the maxim of the 
deeds of the fathers as a "sign" for the children." That 
is, once Jacob opted to humble himself in the presence 
of Esau - the initial experience for the archetype of 
such action throughout Jewish history originated. 
Moreover, this experience concretized itself with the 
repetition and reinforcement of this defensive attitude 
towards Esau throughout history. Thus, R. Yehudah, 
although he lived some fifteen hundred years after 
Jacob, acted as he was predisposed to act by a powerful 
but latent archetype for such behavior. He, after con­
scious reflection of subliminal prompting, chose to 
follow its suggestion. Indeed, R. Yehudah would have 

I - - --
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AT LAST! 
The Ba is Yaakov High School of Spring Valley has just 

completed a magnificent, fully equipped building. 
Under the distinguished leadership of Rebetzin 

Soloveitchik ·•nn Sais Yaakov has gained world-wide 
renown for its unique combination of the highest stan­
dards of scholarsh'1p and Yiras Shomay'1m. However, due 
to limited facilities, the school was heretofore compell­
ed to restrict the size of its student bodv. 

Now Sais Yaakov can serve the needs Of many more 
young women who aspire to rnaximize their develop­
ment during the most crucial years of their lives. 
Situated in a quiet, rural area in Monsey, New York, the 
new school site provides a setting conducive to intellec­
tual attainment and spiritual growth. 

Applications for the Fall 1974, n"7tvn term and in-
quiries should be sent to: 

RAIS YAAKOV HIGH SCHOOL 
114 College Road, Monsey1 N.Y. 10952 
Phone: (914) 356-3113 

Early application will facilitate suitable accom­
modations for your daughter. 

been truly able to claim that he "knew" what Jacob 
meant when he said " ... your servant, Jacob," for he 
had drawn upon the inclinations of an archetype and 
had reenacted a past patriarchal action. He, in this 
manner, made the historic event "known" to his mind. 

Notes 
l. This state of lack of identity can be described as anomic 
Jewishness. It is not enough for the Jewish soul to be only cognitively 
aware that he is, by birth, a Jew. There is a conative and emotional 
commitment that is necessary as well. The personal involvement of 
Man with the Jewish People is sine que non for a fulfilled identity and 
sense of well being. 
2. Cf. Glazer, Nathan, American Judaism, Chicago, University of 
Chicago Press, 1972, p. 91-105., wherein he discusses the diffused and 
not necessarily religious nature of Jewishness as opposed to Judaism. 
3. Hall, Calvin S. and Gardner Lindzay, Theories of Personality, 
New York, John Wiley and Sons Inc., 1970, p. 83-4 
4. Niddah 30:b 
5. Sotah 34:b, also cf. Ramban Bereishis 12:6 
6. Bereishis 10:9 
7. Bereishis 18:19 
8. Glazer, op. cit. p. 136-7 
9. Ibid., p. 54-5. 
10. Ibid., p. 144. 
11. Bereishis 32:5 
12. Bereishis R~bbah 75:6. Scholars dispute the exact identity of this 
Emperor Antoninus; he may have been the Roman Antoninus Pius 
(138-161) 
13. Avnei Eizal 

,.;; "" 
Don't Worry, Rebbi! 

I'll be in CAMP AGUDAH 
This Summer* 

Regrs/f'r now! CALL (212) %4-1620 

or write: CAMP AGUDAH / S Beekman Street / NVC 10038 

IJri:::....._~_·_A_s_m_v_P_'_'_'"_'_'_'_'Y_'_'_'o_n_i_v_th_•_b_''_'_fo_•_o_"_'_'_o_"_"_·_~/~ 
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The Non-Vanishing American Jew 

a profile in five points 

Pinteleh One: Mark 

WHEN I opened the door, I was more than 
a little taken aback by Mark's shoulder-length hair. 
Of course, I invited him in. We were told that 
he was enrolled in YU's JSS program for late starters. 
Don't they have a dress code, or hair code there" 

He set his bags down, and the easy smile and 
pleasant drawl placed him in Georgia, where indeed 
he came from. "Jes' wanted to see what Yiddishkeit 
is like in Burro Park," he said apologetically .. 

During the meals he volunteered some information 
about NCSY Shabbatones and his gradual swing to 
Orthodoxy, and he joined us in some zemiros in a 
slightly off-key baritone. 

After Shabbos lunch, some classmates picked him 
up. A number of hours passed, and he returned to 
the house in something of a daze. I tried not to 
think the worst, but after all, he was a high 
school kid from the sticks with only a minimal back­
ground. "You O.K., Mark? You look dizzy." 

"Dizzy?" he repeated. "I think I'm drunk - or 
high, maybe." 

He slumped into a chair without 
taking off his coat, his eyes glazed and smiled: 
"We musta' seen thousands of religious Jews ... ten 
thousand, at least. Hey, the only time I ever saw a 
minyan that walked to shut on Shabbos back home 
was the time it snowed three years ago!" 

Pinteleh Two: Adrienne 

"THE young lady at the switchboard said that you 
might help me," she said in a voice so lush and thea­
trical that I wasn't surprised by what followed: 

'Tm a professional musician - voice, and cello. 
I play with the NY Philharmonic in Lincoln Center, 
and I sing at night club engagements. Did you catch 
that rave in the Times last month for my 
opening at ..................... '?" 

"No, I didn't." 
"Well," she said, with a convincing touch of modes­

ty, "my teacher - (she referred to a name well known 
in music circles, but unfamiliar to me) thought me 
good enough to go on tour. But, now that I've become 

*Only the names are fictitious 
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religious, I'm out of the Philharmonic and I can't 
take these night spot engagements because of Friday 
nights, and late Saturdays soon. So I thought you 
might be able to direct me to some other channel of 
performance." 

- N'shei luncheons? - B'nos gatherings? I couldn't 
think of anything at the moment. But I wished her 
well before hanging up. Then I thanked her for call­
ing, and she didn't understand why I should thank her. 

Pinteleh Three: Josh 

DECEMBER 1973: Posters bedeck the hallways of 
the highrise apartment houses, and they quickly become 
the topic of conversation. The word gets out "The 
Jewish are Coming," referring to the volunteer ye-
shiva boys of the Jewish Education Program of Zeirei 
Agudath Israel of America who were coming to Co-op 
City to celebrate Chanuka. Bands, prizes, light-
ing the Menorah - to the children the JEP program was 
a novelty, fun. To their parents: nostalgia, emo-
tion, and even reflection. 

February 1974: A JEP volunteer follows up, tele­
phoning parents of the more than 200 children who 
filled the Young Israel of Co-op City for the Chanuka 
rally, calling them urging them to enroll their chil­
dren in an hour-a-week release hour program in public 
school. Response to one phone call: "Sorry, but 
you're much too late. Josh is in yeshiva for three weeks, now." 

Pinteleh Four: Mr. Richter 

HE HANDED me his card: Standard Press, Inc., 
Stanley Richter, Vice President. I looked at the 
slight, bearded chap in the pinched black hat - the 
type of fellow I daven next to in Bora Park's "Sfar­
dishe Shu!" without a second thought - and then at the 
Back Home address of Standard Press. "We could do 
the job better, quicker, and cheaper," he said with a 
New England twang that reverberated with penny-pinch­
ing efficiency and economy. 

I wasn't open to changing printers at the moment, 
but I was curious, so I steered him to other topics. 
Stanley Richter divides his time between his printing 
plant in Maine and an apartment he maintains in the 
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Eastern Parkway section of Brooklyn. 

"Lubavitch?'' 
"No," he said. "Just a plain Jew. I admire them, 

but I have no affiliations." 
"What about back home?" 

"Well," he replied slowly, "we do have a minyan 
on Rosh Hashanah-Yom Kippur, but the rest of the year 
it's a struggle." He smiled like I should know what 
he means. 

"You mean there isn't a minyan of religious Jews 
in your town?" 

"Well, I wouldn't be that uncharitable. They're 
getting there, a bit at a time .... Sort of like I 
did two years back." 

"Lubavitch?" I asked again. 

"Not really. Sort of self-awakening, you might 
say." 

"How about your - uh - family? Do they go along 
with your change in life-style?" 

"Nope. Sorry to say, they don't. My wife and I -

"IP 
TRADITION PERSONNEL AGENCY 

"At Your Service With All Your Employment Needs" 
Need A Shomer Shabbos Job? 

Looking For A Shomer Shabbos Person? 
For Fast, Efficient and Courteous Service 

18 W. 45th St., New York, N. Y. 10036 • 563·3994 
Open Monday night by appointment only 
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I SRA EL 
Burials and American Disinterments 

jMNt;iN~ :ir.,,;~ 
is privileged to announce that RIVERSIDE is the only 

Jicensed funeral director in the U.S. able to effect 
Transfer to Israel within 24 hours 

RIVERSIDE also is available as the 
Sole agent for Sanhodrea Cemetery 
HAR HAZE!TIM • HAI\ HAMENUCHOT 

ANO ALL CEMETERIES TN 151\AEL 
HIVERSIDE only can offer 1his servire: 
Enroute to Israel within 24 hours 

Strict adherence to Halacha nnd l\.Iinhajl'.im. 
Arranl'!:ements made durin11: lifetime with no obli~ation. 
Chapel ~ecured in any community. 

RIVERSIDE 
Memorial Chapel, Inc. • Funeral Directors 

MANHATTAN: 76th St at Amsterdam Ave .• EN 2-6600. 
BROOKLYN: Ocean P'way at Prospect Park • UL 4-2000 
BRONX: Grand Councourse at 179th Street • LU 3-6300 
WESTCHESTER: 2 I West Broad Street, Mt. Vernon 

{914) MO 4-6800 
FAR ROCKAWAY: 1250 Central Avenue • FA 7-7100 
Chapels in MIAMI and MIAMI BEACH • JE 1-1151 

SOLOMON SHOULSON ANDREW FIER 

we're married twenty-two years now - were very 
close - separated a little over a year ago .... 
Rough going," he said softly, adding a sigh that I 
was sure shook the very walls of the building. 

Pinteleh Five: Bruce 

I TOOK Dr. Leonard's warning seriously, and I 
tried to ignore the long, blue satin robe Bruce was 
wearing and concentrated on his reputed intelligence, 
but it wasn't easy. The robe contrasted strangely 
with the blond fluff of curls that protruded from 
all sides of his over-sized brown hat. In the East 
Village, maybe; but it was all so very incongruous 
with the rest of the trappings in the middle-class "pro­
fessional" shul where we had just welcomed the Shab­
bos. 

"Bruce is from Indianapolis," the Doctor said. 
"He's in the middle of his junior year in college," 
he added, naming a prestigious college in Upstate 
New York. "Only nineteen, at that." 

The grave look in his slate-grey eyes expressed 
an intelligence that his words were slow to rein­
force. But the doc said he's a brilliant kid, so 
we decided to give him a chance. 

On the way home, we passed a group of Bobover 
Chassidim, and I overheard one of them, glancing 
over his shoulder at the pant legs, the blue "gown" 
hanging beneath the knee-length coat, the curls, 
the hat - "A mahn tzie ah froh?" 

After the Friday night meal, Bruce's host Shmuel 
asked him, "Why the robe?" 

"I had to wear something, and I haven't got a 
jacket," he explained. 

Shmuel went to his teen-age son's wardrobe, and 
returned with a sport jacket. "Try this." 

Bruce stood up, untied the robe, and slipped it 
off his shoulders, revealing a brown jacket. 

"But you're wearing a jacket!" Shmuel all-but 
shouted in surprise. 

"Yes," Bruce answered, "but it's my week-day jack­
et. I don't have a Shabbos jacket." D 

NISSON WOLPIN 

• DIA1. For Reservolions Speak ta 
MIAMI SAM SCHECHTER 

BEACH 800 - 327 - 8165 
FREE PARKING 
PRIVATE POOL 

AND 
SANDY BEACH FREE! Or Call N.Y. Off: PL 7-4238 

Evenings & Sunday FA 7-1742 
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KA8lJOLAS SHAUBOS AT THE KOSf:.L ~,•E\AV!" ~P<LKA IN '-'UNEVEZ A DRIVE 
THROUGH THE SUN-l1AKt:D N[(,t_V Tii!-°f'.E DAvS TH11U\JGH ~,1QUNT•~IN AND 
\1b\l)OW IN Tl-H' G,ll.LIL t,N h.FIERNO()N iN HISTORIC 1?<'AS 1'. SP:<OLL 
THROUGH THE A"JClfNf Slf<E[IS OF YUHiSHOLAYIM If~ ~1/'KODESH A cu~~8 TO 
THE FASC:NAT'NG FOf,rHESS Of- ~,'.!\',-;f,l)il A SWIM 'N Tl-IE. SPl>RKl•NG ElROOKS 
OF EIN GEDI EXPLORING THE HOMAN SEN'Of'T Or- CAF.SArlfA A f'f1GFOUNDLY 

INSPIRING T FILLAH AT K(OVEfi HOCHEL 

Prices are all·inc!usive 

Congressman Hugh L. Carey 
extends his best wishes for a happy Pessach 

May this Pessach bring about the liberation 

of the Jews of Russia and the other oppressed 

countries, and usher in a period of peace and 

tranquility to the State of Israel and the world 

over. 

(Congressman Carey represents the 15th 
Congressional District, which includes 
Borough Park, Bensonhurst, and surroun­
ding communities. He has recently an­
nounced his candidacy for Governor of New 
York.) 

Paid by Citizens for Carey Committee 
Hotel Commodore 

109 East 42nd Street, Seventh Floor 
New York, New York 10017 

1212) 725-7000 
James H. Tully, Jr., Chairman 
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Important 
Books of Judaica 

from the 
HERMON PRESS 

Maimonides: His Lile and Works 
by David Yell in & Israel Abrahams 
Revised and enlarged by 
Jacob D!enstag. !!L $7.95 

The Conciliator 
by Rabbi Manasseh Ben Israel 
A treasurehouse of commentaries to the 
entire Tanach. Indispensable for teachers 
and students. 
2 vols. in one . $14.95 

The Book of Yashar (Sefer Ha­
Yashar) 
The fascinating 
Engli~h translation 

Midrash-Chronicle in 
$9.7S 

Faith Strengthened (Hizzuk 
Emunah) 
by Isaac Troki. The classic refutation of 
Christian doctrines and a powerful defense 
against missionaries . . $9.75 

History of the Jews in America 
by Peter Wiernik. Third edition with a 
Survey of the last 40 years. JI!. $9.95 

Rashi 
by Maurice Uber. A complete biography 
and account of the works of the great com­
mentator. II!. $7.50 

Pirkei de Rabbi Eliezer 
Translated by Gerald Friedlander 
An annotated edition of this remarkable 
Midrash .... $12.95 

The Kosher Code of the Orthodox 
Jew 
by 5.1. Levin & E.A. Boyden. 
English translation of Yore Oeah-
Hilchot Terefot with medical annotations. 
Ill. $7.50 

Rabbinical Mathematics and 
Astronomy 
by W.M. Feldman. The mathematical and 
astronomical passages of the Talmud and 
Hilchot Kiddush Ha-chodesh of the Ram­
bam explained in light of modern science. 

Ill. ·························· $6.75 

Order from your bookseller 
or directly from: 

SEPHER-HERMON PRESS, Inc. 
175 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10010 

Ask for complete descriptive Catalogue 
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A Parable 
told by Rabbi Simon Schwab 

REMEMBER THE STORY OF COLUMBUS? 

FIVE HUNDRED YEARS he conceived the idea of sailing 
westward from Europe to reach the East Coast of India 
in order to prove his contention that the world was 
round. When he and his 120 men finally sighted land, 
they were fully convinced that they had indeed reached 
the other side of the Globe. All they really did was to 
land on some island in the Bahamas. Yet, Columbus 
sincerely believed that he had set foot on Indian soil. He 
subsequently named the red-skinned aborigines he en­
countered "Indians," a misnomer which has survived 
until this day. There was no doubt in anybody's mind in 
those days that the islands which he had discovered were 
located in the east of the Indian subcontinent and the 
label "East Indies" has stuck to this geographic region 
ever since. 

AS A MATTER OF FACT. all of this eventually turned out 
to be a most embarrassing mistake. Surely, the world 
was round, but India was still a far distance away and it 
took some time until the new and unknown continent 
was traversed and another immense body of water 
the Pacific Ocean - was discovered which proved to be 
much larger than its Atlantic counterpart. Not until a 
great many years later was the East Coast of India final­
ly reached by courageous navigators. 

WHAT COLUMBUS HAD DISCOVERED was not the shore 
of Asia, his real goal, but a new continent, a New 
World. However, until he died it never dawned on him 
that he was caught in an error. Anybody within his 
generation who had dared at that time to doubt the 
commonly accepted belief would have met with derision 
of outright antagonism. 

ALL THIS is by now history and familiar to every school 
child. Why rehash it? Because it may serve as a fitting 
parable to our own historic experience. 

IN OUR OWN DAYS. there are a great many of our 
contemporaries who believe deeply and sincerely that 
the rise of the Jewish State in Eretz Israel in identical 
with the beginning of the messianic redemption. They 
believe this wholeheartedly, religiously, and, sometimes, 
fanatically. And those who dispute this dogma are look­
ed upon with suspicion, bordering on animosity. 

HOWEVER. TO ALL who have learned their Tanach well 

RABBI SCHWAB is rav of K'hall Adath Jeshurun of Washington Heights, 

New York. 
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- and there are not too many around - to all those 
who are intimately versed in the sayings of our Sages, to 
all those who earnestly search for the truth of authentic 
Torah philosophy. it is obvious that our generation has 
fallen prey to an historic illusion. True, there is some 
kind of an "in-gathering of exiles," the desert blooms 
again, the swamps have turned into gardens, new towns 
and cities have replaced the ruins. It looks very much 
like the real thing; but it isn't. 

ON THE SURFACE some of the glowing biblical 
predictions have been fulfilled - but merely on the sur­
face. 

OUR JEWISH PEOPLE. which 2,000 years ago embarked 
on its Golus journey, has indeed discovered a "New 
World" which is exciting and still somehow mysterious, 
but it has by no means arrived at the shorelines of 
;-i?1r<11 xn?nnx . The Jewish State is not even distantly 
related to the messianic promise for which we yearn and 
pray. 

A SECULAR JEWISH STATE. its remarkable 
accomplishments notwithstanding, even with 
allowances made for a thriving Torah life, is at its best a 
Golus phenomenon. It can be likened to a heavily for­
tified island surrounded by a stormy sea of unspeakable 
hatred, bloody intrigues and political conspiracies by 
hundreds of milions of sworn enemies. 

NO. THE GOLUS has not even begun to end as long as the 
ominous cloud of nuclear self-annihilation hovers over 
the human race. The Jewish people is still very deeply 
caught within the tragic grasp of the Golus and, by the 
way, so is all of mankind. The sovereign Jewish State is 
the most recent development of our 2,000 year old 
Golus history and by no means the answer to our 
prayers, let alone the self contradiction of a secular 
"Israel" with all its insoluble problems: Jewish identity 
(Mihu Yehudi), the religious educational dilemma, 
autopsies, conscription of girls, missionaries, to name 
but a few. 

THE HORIZONS OF MANKIND are covered with black 
darkness and we still scan the heavens for the first faint 
glimmer of dawn. 

A:; FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED the first sign that would 
initiate the end of Golus would be: the absence of 
bloodshed. Imagine. for the first time in 2,000 years no 
Jews are killed by Jew-haters! No Jewish blood will be 
spilled anymore, once and for all! But instead of the 
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fulfillment of this basic requirement we face a stark, 
raving-mad alliance of sworn enemies busily turning 
their plowshares into swords and their scientific know­
how into ever deadlier missiles. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, let us spell out some of the true 
characteristics of the ultimate Geulah, the promised 
redemption we yearn and pray for. 

It means the restoration of the Jewish people as a 
Kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation. 

It means the supreme rule of the Divine Torah over 
Am Yisroel and Eretz Yisroel. 

It means the complete abolishment of all traces of 
G-dlessness, heresy and idolatry from the Holy Land. 

It means the pacification of manking and the end of 
the reign of violence and terror. 

It means the unification of all men in justice and 
righteousness, to recognize the G-d of Yisroel as the 
Supreme Ruler of all human affairs. 

IN SHORT, it means: "Hashem shall reign as King over 
all the Earth." 

LET us THEREFORE CONTINUE to support with all our 
might all honest efforts to help secure the life and for­
tune of our embattled brethren in Eretz Israel. Let us 
double and triple our sacrifices to support all endeavors 
that encourage and fortify Torah life in our Holy Land. 
Let us beware of dismay and disillusionment because of 
recent defeats and disappointments. These are the ups 
and downs on the rough voyage through the troubled 
seas of the Golus. And let us put our faith in Him who 
has so miraculously allowed us to survive throughout 
the centuries of turbulance and turmoil. He will con­
tinue to hold His compassionate hand over us and guide 
our ship to the ultimate shores of our historic destina­
tion. 

SOON and speedily in our days . , . . D 

THE FIRST KOSHER DRIVE-INS IN AMERICA 
t:har-broiled Burgers, French Fries, Franks, Farm 
Fried Chicken, corn on cob. Fillet of fish & More. 

@ Supervised • Gloff Kosher • Shomer Shabbos 

96 MAIN STREET, NEW ROCHELLE 
Boston Post Road - Just North of the Mall 

400 ROCKAWAY T'PKE. LAWRENCE, L.I., N.Y. 

SURF AVE. & W. 15th ST., CONEY ISLAND 
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A CRY FOR HELP 
Ro•h Chodc•h Adar, 5734 

February, 1974 

Grne!!ng> •nd OH.sslngs from Jerusalem! 
!n th;s con!used pe,;oo when all of lew,Y has;,, auenlion me1ed on out land who•e cmzen• •<e stmggling fof 

their c•i'1en<:e again>! implacable enemie,, we a"ume 1ha1 om fri..nd> arc intere•ted lO know wha1 ;, going on in 
the Chinuch At?mai Network, and how ii;, managing during thi; period of emergency in which normal life has 
been di<wpted 

Our 1chooh ne contlnulnB to lulfll lhelr ncred la.Ii dflpile all 1he problem> ti.At IM war m- lnoughl In lb 
walce. Mor"°"'" lht: war sl!uatlon obU1a1es us lo add mOfe nc:red studies lo oiw P•Ol••mm" in or<le< to In...,_ 
the "'chuu of our people In :occord whh tl.e 1lalemflll of Cl!.zal that uWhen v.a•ow'• woke Is ht:ard in the <yn­
ascisue and In the schools ol leHning, the hands of E<.ou ore .,.,_,)es,." 

That ls why we called off 1he Sukos vac.iion and continued our !earning progfOmme, in moot schools, during 
the d•y• belween Yom Kippur •nd Sukoo; •nd even during Chol Ha"Moed. within 1he lim!!allOn; imposed by the 
-.nctity of the Holid•y. Most of the da"e• were in limudei kodesh~the dinim of Yom-tov plus Tmah perspettive 

We are md/ng •nd have made e"'ry effon lo secure /eacMn I<> replace those who are <en'/ng In /he army. 
Nearly one-,.,,lf of 01" feaclten .....,... dr;,lled. A~er 1he cease-Jlre •fld rite pal"IW redu<:tlrm of,.,..,,..,., fn>Op>, a 
third of our l"achers are .rill under anns. 

To our great ;ou<>w we have al<<>.>uifered gteot losses. !><>me of om teachers were killed. and a number were 
wounded. The war siwation h.- abo obli~ed "' 10 purcha>C civil defen;.e equipment for the school, in accrnd 
with 1he gov~rnment inmu<lions, •nd •lso 10 cons1ru<;1 •helter< in >d>ools that do not ye1 have 1hem 

we have i"ued special instruction• to ptinopal> and teacherS outlining '1udy programmes for the pre•ent 
emergency. Empham hNc "on tlila and 1'huva. The teachers were also ••ked to maintain conlae! wilh fami!ie• 
whose bieadwinne" were drafled in orde1 to ••rl them a; much as pos.ible 

All TIUSE EMERGENCY PRff'AltATIONS HAVE TAXED US WITH AN AOOITIONAt FINANCIAL BURDEN, 
COMPOUNDED BY THt CURRENT INflATIONAltY TREND. 

rti.. ~dltloMI ul"'noes are prlm•tlly lor: 
•Supplo:menlary te1cl1ers' .. i.ries 
•henlng yeshl•o• In many •choob 
•Tr1noportl"IJ pupil. from "'""' lh>I hov" no O.lnmf. Atzmaf .,;kook '" ••eu '""' h••~ o...,. 
•Tralnlus lalmldel ~hochomlm .. 1eochers. 
• Clubo lor allemoons •nd Shabboslm. 
•Maintaining and .,.pandlnB oiw klndergar1en work. 
• SPI"<~ preparAtlon pmsramme for new lmmlsrant children 

e<pe<lolly thooe lrom Georsla and the USSR, 
who Li.ck all fonda-ntal jewbh knowr..dge. 

/n bringing all th;, r<> your •llenHon. we permi! out<elve' <o nore !hal as a re,ult of <he •tepped-up /undra;s;ng 
campargn-here and abroad-for military purpose~ our income ha• noticeably decre••ed. Becau•e a large 
number of breadwinner< art jn /he army, /heir l•mi/ies cannol pay for the;r u;ual !ujlion lees. All !hi• adds up lo 
uemendou< fo(a! problems. I!;, hopelullyunnece«ary to prod O!Jf friends to 1ncrta•e ihe;rel/ons on <wrbehall 
and to gel our friend> w increase their conlrrbulion< in view of Chinuch J112mai"s role in determjnjng rhe >pirirual 
sh.ipe of the grow;ng g~nerari<>n 

The fo••lt-gl•nf> of the land, who know 1he Jltu•llon a! flm·h•nd •ml ,.i.,,. ""'lurure ol •N yeohlvru,.. depen­
d""'"" C/>fnU<:lt Aumai, ha.-e U<ued a corn:erned call for iru:reased effun In •upporllngChinuch A u:mal In~ 
d/fflcul1 <1•)'>, requesflng lhal em<>rgMcy fund. be rahed f<N !his cautt. 

We are confjdent th~t you wrli do •II you can 10 ard and lo gel orhen; to •id rn 1hi> emergency 

We pray and hope lhat G·d will mend the b1eache• of Jewfy'; walls and 1hal !n the meril of fof•h..,;tudy of 
children in whose l'chu;s the world ex;m- '"G-d will g<•nl Hi< people Mrength and G-d will bless H<s People with 
pe•ce.' 

With Torah Blessing•. 

Bo..rd of Co...,rnors 
CHINUCH ATZMAI 

••• 
NOW IS THE TIME TO HELP! DON'T WAIT 

tMD:l)l";t 11lh;t 

TORAH SCHOOLS FOR ISRAEL 
y,.~ oHO~f'eNOU•l" l"OU .. •<:>«>OL $V9UM OH 0.R .. ~L 
•O<IF•FTHAVV<UI< •NEWYOAK.ltY 1<)010- 0Z4-

'1Kli1 t1'\111M ''\:11 J1N 0'i'' '\'tlN 111l 
Clip and Mail Today .- -----------------------------------! 

: Torah Schools for Israel - Chinuch Atzmai I 
! 150 Fifth Avenue, New York City 10010 I 

I 
I Gentlemen: 

I hereby pledge the sum 

~.J Amount enclosed 

of $ 

D 
as my contribution. 

Kindly mail statement 

Confribufiofts Are Tax Ex•mpf 

NAME 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ADDRESS I 
, I 
: . :~~·~~---~====:·==~~T~===·==·=~·=~~·==·=·~ __ l 
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Y aakov Jacobs 

Literary Wines, Old and New 
a review article 

When those of us who have labored in the field of 
Torah journalism get together to talk shop, we almost 
invariably get around to talking about the absence of 
well-written expositions of Orthodox Jewish thinking 
and ideology. We bemoan the mediocrity of what passes 
for writing in Orthodox life today, and we wonder why 
-in a time when we have become so much more miliant 
and outspoken in defense of and in demand of our rights 
-we have so sadly lagged behind in this area of creativi­
ty. What greater paradox, and what greater sorrow: we, 
the People of the Book, and the guardians of authentic 
Judaism have become dumb: unable to defend our loyal­
ty to the Divine Word intelligibly, in the vernacular of 
our society. 

It has clearly not always been so: did not Maimonides 
address the Jews of his time in masterful Arabic! Is it 
something about the English language that is less recep­
tive to clear enunciation of Torah hashkofoh? The 
achievement in this area by our British Orthodox 
brothers prove the contrary. 

And why-we wonder-when we do manage to 
produce something of a higher calibre, do we cloak it in 
a shabby outer garment, so much so that it becomes 
possible to measure the "Orthodoxy" of a printed work 
byits degree of shabiness. The People of the Book have 
forgotten how to write books, and we who were among 
the first great users and beneficiaries of the advent of 
printing, have forgotten how to produce a book that 
really looks like a book. 

RABBI JACOBS, former editor of THE JEWISH OBSERVER, serves as a 
member of the magazine's editorial board. But -a glimmer of light has appeared on the horizon. 
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COHN YESHIVA 
HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 

Queens branch of Esther Schoenfeld H.S. and Philip Hirth Academy, B. Y.A. 

66-35108th Street, Forest Hills, N.Y.11375 
Proudly announces the continuance of our superb 

FREE TUITION HIGH SCHOOL 
NO FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS (including dinners, journals, bingo, building funds, etc.) 

DORMITORY FACILITIES AVAILABLE FOR OUT OF TOWN STUDENTS 

REQUIREMENTS: 1. HIGH AVERAGE IN ALL STUDIES 
2. STRONG RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND 
3. FULLEST LOYALTY TO THE IDEALS OF BAIS YAAKOV AND THE 

~ OBSERVANCE OF TOTAL TZNIUS 

~~ Some openings still available in 9th and 10th grades for Sept. 1974 term 
For complete information on this selective yeshiva and our unexcelled 

~ Torah and Secular departments, small classes and modern facilities 

1111!_,l"'l.;•t:;: telephone (212) 263-4493 
'<1• 'f OUR OUTSTANDING TORAH STAFF: 

•"'\ 1 Rabbi Avrohom Blumenkrantz Rabbi Meyer Fund Miss Elky Rosenfeld 
Rebbetzin R. Stefansky Rabbi Binyamin Weiner 

NOTE: With the advent of the new term, the highest ideals of Bais Yaakov including the 
complete observance of tznius will become fact in all our grades. 
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The author of a contemporary work on Mussar an­
ticipated in his preface a question his reader might ask. 
With the wealth of classic literature in the field of 
Mussar, what need is there for my work, which is surely 
not of the same dimensions? Man, he answered, cannot 
always drink wine, he must more often drink water. 
"My book," he wrote "is the 'water' in relation to the 
classical 'wine.' " 

An enterprising publisher of Judaica has gone back 
into the past and has discovered some 'wine'-classic 
works written in good English style, and -while they 
are reprints of early editions-they are beautifully 
printed and bound. They look like books and they read 
like books, and their publisher, Hermon Press has made 
a major contribution to Jewish letters in our time. 

The list of Hermon titles may not appeal to every 
reader's taste, but there are enough to fill a significant 
gap in the field of Orthodox Jewish apologia. Most 
noticeable in that category-and most exciting - is The 
Conciliator, an English translation of a work written in 
Spanish by the famed scholar and communal leader 
R'Menasseh ben Israel in the seventeenth century. The 
purpose of the book-written in the vernacular to make 
it accessible to Spanish Jewry and translated into 
English for British Jewry -is spelled out, in the grand 
style, on the title page: "The Conciliator of R. Menasseh 

FAITH STRENGTHENED (Hizzuk Emunah), by Isaac 
Troki. Translated by Moses M acatta. (First published: 
London, 1850 - Hermon Press Reprint: New York, 1970, 
308 pages, $9.75) 

ben Israel; a Reconcilement of the Apparent Contradic­
tions in Holy Scripture, to which are added Explanatory 
Notes, and Biographical Notices of the Quoted 
Authorities." A little heady? -a little archaic for the 
enlightened I 970's -sure: heady and archaic like an old 
wine -but equally delicious. The author's style is in­
triguing: as the title suggests, he juxtaposes two or more 
passages from Chumash or T'nach which appear to be 
contradictory, and then precedes to reconcile them. His 
answers are sprinkled with such sources as Rambam, 
Abarbanel, Ra/bag, Radak. Saadiah Gaon-most of 
which are not available to the English reader. The 
English is flawless, though the reader may sometimes 
have to scurry for a dictionary for the meaning of words 
which are no longer common in modern English. The 
range of the subjects covered in reconciling conflicting 
passages makes the work a treasure of Torah hashkofoh, 
and a valuable tool for the educator, or the reader who 
is seeking authentic Jewish teachings in the English 
language. The original publisher managed to skillfully 

BAIS YAAKOV ACADEMY OF QUEENS 
Registration for the Year 5735 

1974/75 school Year begins April 21st 
*Nursery *Kindergarten thru 8th 

*High School 
*Seminary and College Level Courses 

*Community Service Division 
*Youth Activities Center 

The SCHOOL that asks a lot by involving you with Torah 
and your child - and GIVES a lot in return 

124-50 Metropolitan Avenue I Kew Gardens, N. Y. 11415 

Elementary School and Administrative Office High.School and Seminary Office 
(212) 847-5352/53 (212) 847-7881/82 

(call us regarding transportation from other areas) 

WHERE HALACHA AND GEDOLEI TORAH ARE THE GUIDELINES FOR OUR EDUCATION 

Rabbi Moshe Neuman 

Principal, Elementary School 
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Rabbi Avraham Schechter 

Administrator 

Rabbi Chaim Medetsky 

Principal, High School 
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introduce into the text key words and phrases in their 
Hebrew original, all of which are explained in the text 
itself without the need for referring to foot-notes. The 
translator has provided brief biographical sketches for 
the scores of authorities quoted. To top it all off, the 
reproduction of the original is perfect; the paper and the 
binding are the finest; and the book is a delight to hold 
in one's hands, and it is a delight to read. Having so 
often found it necessary to be severely critical of newly­
published works of Judaica, it is a special joy to be able 
to so heartily recommend this classic work, which 
belongs in every library of Judaica and which can be a 
source of strength to those whose work and inclination 
places them in a defensive posture in regard to Orthodox 
practice and belief. 

THE CONCILIATOR, by Rabbi Manasseh Ben Israel. 
Translated by E.H. Lindo. {First Published: London, 1842 
- Hermon Press Reprint: New York, 1973. 684 pages, 
$14.95.) 

The recent resurgence of Christian missionary efforts 
directed toward young Jews in particular (which has had 
minor success, but one neshomo is too much for us to 
lose) has forced many committed Jews to arm 
themselves against anti-Jewish polemic. Here again, 

MIDRASHA INSTITUTE 
SUMMER TOUR 

Rabbi S. Y. Herman - Dean 

You are invited to ioin the students of 
Midrasha Institute, of Jerusalem, 
for the Summer Tour Program 

The Program combines: 
* extensive touring throughout Israel 
* informative and challenging shiurim 
* direction by Rabbi and Mrs. Herman 
* staff of qualified guides and instructors 

Eligibility: Senior or post-High School girls 
Bais Yaakov background 

Representative in America: 
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Mrs. P. Lichtman 
1456-46th Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
Tel. (212) 871-4712 

Hermon Press has made available a master resource: an 
English translation of the classic work Hizzuk Emunah. 
a systematic and scholarly refutation of Christian doc­
trine as it impinges upon traditional Jewish belief. Since 
its publication in the sixteenth century, Faith 
Strengthened, as the translator has rendered the title, has 
been a handbook and guide for Jewish response to dis­
tortion of passages from Chumash and T' nach to give 
credence to New Testament doctrine. Now, not many of 
us will want to delve deeply into Christian 
theology-nor should we expend the necessary time and 
intellectual energy that could be put to better use. But 
for those who must deal with this kind of confrontation, 
Faith Strengthened shows the way in a scholarly and 
traditional manner. Again: the language is beautiful; the 
reproduction, paper and binding are superior, making 
Faith Strengthened a valuable and attractive volume. 

A word about price: the Hermon reprints are expen­
sive. But when one considers the constantly rising prices 
in the general book field, and the necessarily small prin­
ting run for books of this type, the prices are quite fair. 
And if you think about the cost of an original copy of 
one of these volumes-if they are available at all 
-charged by rare-book dealers, these reprints are a 
bargain. (We will discuss some more Hermon reprints in 
a future issue.) o 

NOW 
more 
than 
ever ... · 

Let Agudath Israel Travel 
show you Eretz Yisroel! 

• Group and individual departure available almost 
every day. 

• Hotel reservations and all land arrangements 
to suit your ~pecifications. 

• Special Agudah all inclusive package tours. 
• European stopovers available. 

For all your travel needs 
U.S.A., Europe, Israel 
the world over ..• 

Write or phone: 

AGUDATH ISRAEL TRAVEL 
5 BEEKMAN STREET NEW YORK CITY I 0038 

(212) 964-2097 oc 258-0709 
Ask for ALIZA 
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Just in time for Passover! 

The war is over! The soldiers back from the front 
lines have returned to the factories and to the farms. 

Israel, "the Land that flows with Milk and 
Honey," is once again sending us its fine milk 
products ... especially its delicious "HOLY LAND" 
portion cheese spread with their picturesque 
full-color labels of historic interest. 

For PASSOVER put "HOLY LAND" portion 
cheese spread back on your table. It is the same 
fine cheese as before and we are holding the 
price as part of a re-introductory program, 
although prices are higher for dairy products 
from all over the world. 

"HOLY LAND" Cheese is NOW available 
again at your favorite supermarket or dairy store. 

''Haig L1nll''g111111 
PASTEURIZED PROCESSED CHEESE SPREAD 

IMPORTED FROM ISRAEL 
Sole U.S. Importer and Distributor: 

WORLD CHEESE CO., INC., New York, N.Y.10013 

The Most Trusted Name 
in Kosher Poultry 

CLEANED 

SOAKED and SAL TED 

READY-TO-COOK and COOKED 

EMPIRE KOSHER POULTRY, Inc. 
MIFFLIN TOWN, PA. 17059 

THE WORLD FAMOUS 
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

'IJ1ji7 "'\rl:l 'IJ1ji7 
'"XI 1)1tl?N ?N1~lll ,, l"nin~ 

Available at 
LEK UTE I I NC. 
c/o I. Rosenberg 

10 West 47th Street, Room 702 
New York, N. Y. 10036 

20 Volumes on Torah, Perek, 
Medrash, Megilas and Talmud. 
Proceeds of safes distributed among 

Yeshivas and used for reprinting 
ol volumes out-of-print 

PRICE $5 PER VOLUME 

Weddings· Bar· Mitzvahs 
US.A. / lsraei 

PHOT::;f iii 111111111 

ZELMAN STUDIOS 
623 CORTEL YOU ROAD 

(OFF OCEAN PKWY) 
BROOKLYN, NY. 11218 

(212)941-5500 
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"KADDISH" - a Prayer for the Living 

"Yisgadal veyiskadosh , . . -
glorified and sanctified be His 
name." 

Since the Jews have been re· 
discovered by modern literature and 
the lively arts, the Aramaic phrases 
and mournful melody of the "Kad­
dish" have become familiar to both 
Jewish and non-Jewish ears as the 
Prayer for the Dead. And it is often 
employed as such in punctuating the 
resolution of dramatic confron· 
tations. 

Anybody present at the Siyum 
Mishnayos sponsored by Pirchei 
Agudath Israel on the Saturday 
night of March 16, who witnessed 
one thousand youngsters jump to 
their feet in response to "Kaddish" 
intoned at the completion of the last 
Mishnah of the Oral Law, would 
know otherwise. "Kaddish" is 
always an affirmation of life, and 
never was it more apparent. 

The crowd was electric with 
vibrancy, and the atmosphere was 
one of a victory rally - they had 
plotted, they had set out, and they 
had conquered. So they feasted and 
sang with gusto. 

Children, ranging in age from 
eight through fourteen, each under­
took to memorize at least one 
chapter of Mishnah, so channeling 
their efforts that all 4, 125 Mishnayos 
of the Oral Law were mastered; -
so pooling their resources, that a 
total of 50,000 Mishnayos were com· 
milted to memory; - so devoting 
their talents that four boys were 
tested successfully on 1,000 
Mishnayos each - one on 1,892, 
and one on 2,264 

The Grand Winner was honored 
to be mesayem (the "completer"): 
reciting the closing words of "Ukt· 
zin" (the last tractate of the 62 
volumes of Mishnah), followed by 

the traditional "Hadron a/och - We 
will return to you, Six Orders of 
Mishnah , , , our thoughts are to you, 
.. we will not forsake you, not in this 
world and not in the world-to-come." 

Then the prayer that always 
follows completion of a tractate: 
"May it be Your will . . , that Torah 
shall be our trade . , , . 

"We are thankful to You, 0 G-d, , 
for putting our portion among those 

who dwell in Houses of Study and not 
... on th2 corners." 

One thousand onlookers listened, 
and nodded in confirmation -
some unmistakably Chassidic; 
others sporting the all-American 
costume of longish hair, knitted 
suits, brightly-colored shirts; others 
simply "yeshivish." 

The mesayem continued: "We 
arise and they arise: We arise to 
study Torah, and they arise for empty 
pursuits." 

Part of the 1,000 Mishnah - memorizers: "Yehei shmei rabbah mevorach .... " 
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Kew Garden Hills, N.Y.: J,892 

Mishnayos 

Scranton, Pa: 2,264 Mishnayos 

Los Angeles, Calif.: Greetings 

from the West 
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One thousand onlookers - awed 
and perhaps more than a little en­
vious of the achievement of the 
mesayem who mastered thousands 
of Mishnayos; each plotting his own 
schedule of "three-a-day plus five on 
Shabbos .... " 

"We labor and they labor . .. We 
race and they race . . . . " 

And race they did, for buses from 
Scranton, Wilkes-Barre and 
Kingston; from Bridgeport, Hart­
ford, and Boston; from towns all 
over New Jersey; from Metropolitan 
New York and out-lying areas; from 
Montreal, Outremont, and 
Chomedey; even from Los Angeles. 

But none this year from Chicago, 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Detroit, 
Columbus, Toronto. Pirchei 
Agudath Israel sponsored a separate 
Siyum for Mid-Westerners in 
Cleveland the previous month. 

"We race to share in the world-to­
come. 

50,000 Mishnayos - Mishnah: a 
passage to study and understand, 
recording in precise language the 
words of Rabbi Judah the Prince, 
2,000 years ago; preserving the Oral 
Law taught to Moshe by G-d 
Himself. Mishnah: sharing the 
letters of neshamah - divine soul of 

mortal man - endowing the 
ephemeral with the eternal. 

Then the "Kaddish" was recited 
- a special one for the occasion of a 
Si yum - the same one, incidentally, 
that is intoned at a burial - with 
phrases referring not to death, but 
to future life. The literal reference 
was eschatologcal, speaking of 
Moshiach's time, the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem, and the arising of the 
dead; the immediate application, to 
young lives with a course to follow, 
a curriculum to pursue, and periodic 
exultations in celebration of 
milestones. Milestones in personal 
growth. And milestones in the 
reassurance that "this Law will not 
stray from your mouth, nor from 
the mouths of your children and 
your children's children." 

The "Kaddish" continued with 
the request "'on behalf of Israel, the 
rabbinical scholars, their disciples, 
and disciples' disciples . . . . " 

Then: "Oseh Shalom bimromav . . 
- He who makes peace . . . shall 
make peace for us and all of Israel ... 
ve'imru Omein." 

Do you know what it sounds like 
when a thousand young voices join 
in saying Omein? - Not like a 
prayer for the dead. D 

GO KOSHER ... f • V 
... WITH 

SCHREIBER 
· -~·~ Traveling by air? Go the Schreiber l /,~."a 

,. ;_ \':·)' route with a Glatt Kosher gourmet 
_:- j ~- meal! Breakfasts, lunches, dinners and 

, - -. ..._ ~ ,-..._ ' snacks. Ask for Schreiber meals when 
!·_.•~ ~o•ST ee.e: . , j you make your flight reservation. Most 8 '9>_;;,~ domestic and international air lines 

-- _ _,, serve our home-style meals. Ask for 
Schreiber and f!y sure because the sky's the limit for quality 
and taste in our Kosher food. 
Also available on retjuest in hotels, hospitals, other away-
from-home eating places ~ f f, 
and in retail stores. C'1'9t\ ~~ci!9l6 

g ~~~~~C~~o~~f~H~"S~/~~c~~-@ Schreiber Airline Caterers, Inc. 
~ORTHODOX CONGREGATIONS u 9024 Foster Ave .. Bklyn., N.Y. 11236 

U.S. GOVERNMENT INSPECTED. Phone (~l2) 272-9184 
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From Switzerland and the U.S. 
come these fine cheese 
delicacies. Made, for Passover 
and throughout the year, from 
"CHOLOV YISROEL" (100% 
supervised kosher milk) to the 
highest standards of KASHRUTH 
and QUALITY. All under strictest 
Rabbinical supervision. 
• SWITZERLAND PORTION GRUYERE 
• SWITZERLAND SLICED 

EMMENTHALER 
• PROCESS AMERICAN SLICES 
• SLICED MUENSTER 
• SLICED CHEDDAR 
• SLICED EDAM 

World Cheese Co., Inc. (Thurm Bros.) 
New York, N.Y. 10013 

i1'1Yi1 
call 

EV. 7-1750 
V"iEl i~El 

7Vt!.lli'Oi'~ 'OJVtz:lii'i~V 

Letters to the Editor 

From the Obvious 
to the Hidden 

To the Editor: 
In "What is Demanded From 

Us?" (J.O. Nov. '73), based on an 
address by Rabbi Yaakov 
Weinberg, reference is made to a 
quotation from the Ramban: "The 
Ramban (Nachmanides) writes in 
his commentary on Parshas Bo that 
whoever attributes events of 
historical impact to coincidence has 
no part in our Torah." While Rabbi 
Weinberg's audience heard an 
application of the Ramban to his 
topic, The Jewish Observer reader 
might be left with the impression 
that matters of less-than-historical 
significance are not being discussed 
by the Ramban. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. 

Let the Ramban's words speak 
for themselves. "From the won­
drous, obvious nissim Man 
acknowledges the hidden nissim, 
which are the foundation of the 
whole Torah. For Man has no part 
in the Torah of Moshe Rabbeinu un­
til he believes that all our matters 
and events, affecting either the 
public or the individual, are nissim, 
neither natural nor normal." 

That Divine Providence decrees 
and controls every facet of our lives 
is the basis of our Emunah. When 
presenting such fundementals in 
print, caution should be exercised to 
prevent any misconceptions regar­
ding "the foundation of the whole 
Torah." 

BORUCH B. TWERSKY 
Lakewood, N.J. 

"Modern" vs. Traditional 
We Need Both 

To the Editor: 
I read with interest Miss Ross' 

criticism of Rabbi N. Wolpin's arti­
cle, and his reply. It seems to me, 
that the history of the revival of 
Orthodox Jewish life in Miss Ross' 
hometown of Cleveland will shed 
some light on the problem discuss­
ed. 

Up to the beginning of World 
War II, Cleveland had been a 
stronghold of Reform. Orthodoxy 
was disappearing and seemed doom­
ed to ruin. Several attempts to es­
tablish a Jewish Day School failed. 

Then the European holocaust 
brought to these shores, amongst 
others, two great Torah per­
sonalities, Rabbis Eliyahu Meir 
Bloch, and Chaim Mordechai Katz. 
Upon the efforts of the Spero fami­
ly, they came to Cleveland with a 
handful of students to re-establish 
the Telzer Yeshiva in that city. The 
first interest of these heartbroken 
Gedolim turned toward the small 
children to assure the Torah educa­
tion of the youth. As the few in­
terested ba'a/ei batim were unable to 
raise the first necessary funds, the 
refugee Rabbis supplied the larger 
part of the money and continued to 
help financing the school (the 
Hebrew Academy of Cleveland). 

The idealism and selfless efforts of 
the Yiddish-speaking leaders kindl­
ed the interest and enthusiasm of 
English-speaking men, like Irving 
Stone. He never fully understood 
their "mame /ashon," but he felt the 
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warmth that streamed from their 
neshamah-fire. 

However, without the action and 
idealism of the English-speaking 
educators and teachers of the 
Hebrew Academy, this tremendous 
job of educating thousands of 
Jewish children could never have 
been achieved in therse thirty years. 

The arrival of Orthodox Jewish 
life in Cleveland is a living and shin­
ing example that the old Yiddish­
speaking and the young English­
speaking generation are both needed 
to rebuild our destroyed sanctuaries, 
in harmony and cooperation. 

The pioneering and daring spirit 
of both departments in the 
framework of Torah education in 
the '40s has brought life, awareness 
and responsibility to an awakening 
Jewish community in Cleveland on 
all levels and all fronts. 

Let us therefore not argue who is 
important. Let us remember the 

words of Rabbi Abahu in Sota 40a: 
"What is the difference? Through 
him and myself the One above (G-d) 
is sanctified." 

TOV!Y A LASDUN 

New York City 

KARKA IN ISRAEL 
Take advantage of the opportunity 
to purchase cemetery plots in 
Eretz Yisroel in Mifgash Shimshon 
near Yerushalayim through our 
newly established 

CHEVRAH OSEH CHESED 
OF AGUDATH ISRAEL 

Membership in the Chevra en­
titles one to all benefits which 
accompany the services of a 
Chevra Kadisha and interment. 
When you purchase a plot from 
the Chevra Oseh Chesed of Agu­
dath Israel, you are supporting the 
many Agudist activities especially 
the Pirchei and Bnos activities as 
well as a Free Loan Fund in Israel. 
For an application and information call: 

12121 964-1621' 

CAN YOU READ THIS? To the end? 

A PXRFXCT LXTTXR 
Plxasx do not forgxt thx muxh nxglxctxd Mitzvas Shatnxs. As you sxx, 

just onx kxy of our typxwritxr is not working and spoils thx wholx appx­
arancx of thx lxttxr. Thx samx is it with Mitzvos. Evxn onx is an obsxr­
ving Jxw, but if hx nxglxcts only onx Mitzvah it spoils thx wholx appx­
arancx. 

Truly yours, TORAH UMITZVOTH 
The following firms have your garments tested by the 
Shatnes Laboratory - if you request it. Any linen will be 
replaced FREE without any harm to garments to garment. 
Seal or label alone are not reliable. 

NEW YORK 
BBB Clothes 
80 Delancey St, NYC 
JULIUS BARACH 
135-Sth Ave. NYC 
-BARNEY CLOTHES 
111 7th Ave. 
!RV1NG BARON CLOTHES 
343 Grand St., NYC 
Bil TMORE CLOTHES MFG 
149 • 5th Ave., NYC 
BOND CLOTHES 
380 5th Ave. and 35th St., NYC 
BONO CLOTHES 
45 St. & Broadway, NYC 
BUYERS FACTORY 
OUTLET 149 5th Ave. 
"-CHATHAM CLOTHES 
52 East Broadway, NYC 
' CLOTHES FOR ALL 
121 Lafayette St, NYC 
GILCREST CLOTHES 
141 5th Ave., NYC 
MOES GINSBURG CL THS 
135 - 5th Ave. 
-HOWARD CLOTHES 
Address in Tele. Book 

HASID CLOTHES 
164 Canal St., NYC 
JOSEPH M. KLEIN 
118 Stanton SI., NYC 
S. KLEIN OEPT. STORES 
Union Square. N.Y.C 
Addresses in Tele. Book 
• L.B.R. DISCOUNT CENTER 
90 Rivington St., NYC 
LEBOWITZ & NOBLE"S 

SONS 
83 Stanton St.. NYC 
-LOUIS LEVY CL THS. 
8 Elizabeth St., NYC 
-NEWMAN BROS. 
84 Stanton St.. NYC 
RIPLEY CLOTHES 
Addresses in Tele. Book 
-HARRY ROTHMAN 
111 5th Ave., NYC 
L. ZUFLACHT & SONS 
154 Stanton St., NYC 

BROOKLYN 
·-CROWN CLOTHES 
1434 Coney Is. Ave, J&K 
DAVIS CLOTHING 
~714 Nostrand Ave. Bklyn 
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'-ENGLANOER CLTHS 
1216 Ave. J, Bklyn 
·-FRANKFURTER 
314 Roebling St., Bklyr 
• JJJ CLOTHING 

333A Kingston Ave .. Bklyn 
•-MARCY CLOTHING 
210 Broadway, Bklyn 
4409 13th Ave. 
MAXIS CLOTHES 
385 Broadway, Bklyn 
'-CH. ROTH CLTHG CO 
234 Keap St., Bklyn 

PARK AVE. FASH!ON CLTHS 
4203 13th Ave., Bklyn 
New Store Propr. Frankfur1er 
SINGER'S QUALITY CLOTHING 
167 Hooper St., Bklyn 
New Store 

OUEENS 
•aix SHOP FOR MEN 
107-18 Continental Ave 

List of 100 additional 
firms sent upon request 

TUXEDOS 
FOR HIRE 

Ask for information 

Garments can be tested at 
ANY DEPARTMENT STORE 

if you phone us 
before buying 

This 
Publication 

is Available in 
MIC~ROFORM 

... from 

Xerox 
University 
Microfilms 
300 North Zeeb Road 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 

Xerox University Microfilms 
35 Mobile Drive 

Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada M4A 1 H6 

University Microfilms Limited 
St. John's Road, 

Tyler's Green, Penn, 
Buckinghamshire, England 

PLEASE WRITE FOR 
COMPLETE INFORMATION 

One of 
WORLD'S LARGEST 

CAMERA STORES 
IUW '1011!1 

Wall Street 
Camera Exchange 

Complete Line of Cameras 
and Photo Supplies 
82 Wall Street 

New York, N. Y. 
Telephone: WH 4-0001 

• Wholesale 
• Mail Order 

• Retail 
Special Reductions to all 

Readers of 
"THE JEW/SH OBSERVER" 
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' 77-
LETTERS CONTINUED 

Why Quote Secularist 
on the Chofetz Chaim? 

To the Editor: 
I truly enjoyed the Shevat edition. 

The article about the Chofetz Chaim 
was very interesting, yet I was great­
ly disturbed. Under the picture of 
the sainted man was a quotation 
from an apikores who even brought 
others to sin - as Rabbi Scherman 
stated, this man was partly responsi­
ble for the "Yorn Kippur Balls." 
The caption said that Hillel the 
Elder must have looked like the 
Chofetz Chaim. One can easily be 
misled to thinking that this is the 
observation of a great and righteous 
man. I think it inapproriate that this 
quotation be placed under the pic­
ture. 

Secondly, how could such a per­
son have had insight into such a 
pious and holy man like the Chofetz 
Chaim? 

Rabbi Scherman Replies: 

Before coming to the substance of 
the writer's criticism, it is important 
to correct an error: My article did 
not say that H. Mauskopf, the cor­
respondent who compared the 
Chofetz Chaim to Hillel, was an 
apikores, or that he had any respon­
sibility for the infamous Yorn Kip­
pur Balls. He was a writer for the 
Forward, the anti-religious Yiddish 
daily that sponsored the balls; but it 
is unfair to assume that he shared 
the beliefs of his employers. 

It would certainly be wrong to 
rely upon, or even cite, Mr. 
Mauskopfs opinion on questions of 
Torah belief or policy. It is quite 
another matter to say that even 
someone far from Torah could ap­
preciate the greatness of a godol 
hador. The Torah says, "And all 
people of the earth shall see that you 
ore called by the name of the L-rd; 
and they shall be afraid of you" 
(Devarim 28:10). The Torah makes 
it very clear that a Jew who lives as 
Hashem wants him to is quite 
recognizable. Indeed, the fact that 
even secular-minded people were 

M. S. L. awed by the Chofetz Chaim is a 
Philadelphia, Pa. most eloquent testimony to his 

--~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~ ..... 

greatness; it is hardly surprising that 
such as the Gerer Rebbe, Reb 
Chaim Brisker, and Reb Chaim 
Ozer revered him. 

The Talmud draws on the 
assessments of Alexander the Great 
and Antoninus Caesar to testify to 
the holiness of Shimon HaTzaddik 
and Rabbienu HaKadosh .... The 
Chasam Sofer related how attacking 
bears fled when they saw the face of 
his rebbe, Reb Nosson Adler. And 
the Chasam Sofer went on to ex­
plain that Reb Nosson still possess­
ed the tzellem Elokim, the image of 
G-d with which man was originally 
created .... Those who knew the 
Chofetz Chaim felt that he had it, 
too. And the reverence that he in­
spired in simple people, from 

PINCUS MANDEL 
Recognized Expert-Over 22 Years of 

Do you have room in your heart 
for a Jewish child in need of a foster home? 
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Experience 
Through the efforts of Rabbi Moshe Sherer, of Agudath 
Israel, the cooperation of the Israeli Consulate and 
assistance of two prominent Orthodox Physicians, 

regulations have been amended making it possible for 

INTERMENT IN ISRAEL 
in less than 18 hours after demise, r'f, with all HIOURIM ~ 

as done only by SHOMRE! TORAH UM!TZVOS. 
Graves available in all parts of Eretz Yisrae/ -
procured directly from CHEVRA KAO/SHA of 
ESTABLISHED KEH/LOS, responsible for their 

COMMUNITY CEMETERY. 

PINCUS MANDEL 
175 LEE AVE. BROOKLYN, N.Y.11211 

Day and Night Phone: (212) 855-5121 
Recommended by many prominent Orthodox R<1bbis and 

Admorim 

Known for Personalized, Ultra-Orthodox procedure in 
rendering a Dedicated, Dependable, Efficient Service at 

Reasonable Cost 

Agudah Member - 46 Years 

Call OHEI.. FOSTER CARE 
(212) 851-6300 

The only Orthodox child-caring agency in New York 

Moses Glatt Kosher 
Self-Service Meat & Poultry Center, Inc. 

4602 - 18th Ave. cor. 46th St. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. - Tel. 633-0493 

Open Sundays Free Delivery 

Special Att. to Freezer Orders 

Under Strict Rabbinical Supervision of 
Rabbi Chaim Koenig, of Yoka 

Save With Quality 
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Mauskopf to Viennese policemen, 
should also be a source of inspira­
tion to all lovers of Torah and its 
great men. 

NOSSON SCHERMAN 

Mll[Dll; 
[heese 

KOSHER FDR 
PASSOVER 

Cheese lovers, have you been 
looking for kosher Colby or 
Cheddar, a kosher Baby Gouda 
or Hlckory Smoked Cheese? 
You'll find them under the 
"MIGDAL" brand. Quality 
cheese - for Passover and 
throughout the year - under 
strictest Rabbinical supervision 
of K'hal Adath Jeshurun (Rabbi 
Dr. Joseph Breuer), New York. 

• SLICED AMERICAN 
• SLICED SWISS 
• SLICED MUENSTER 
• SLICED COLBY 
• BABY GOUDA 
• BABY MUENSTER 
• CHEDDAR STICKS 
• HICKORY SMOKED BAR 

PLUS NEW 
• LOW-SODIUM CHEESE FOR 

RESTRICTED DIETS 

World Cheese Co,, Inc. 
(Thurm Bros.) 

New York, N.Y. 10013 
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SPECIAL • FREE OF CHARGE 

for Schools • Clubs • Educational Groups 

A LIBRARY OF 
educational, entertaining, fascinating, colorful 

Audio-Visual Presentations 
Photograph-slides, with taped 

narration and music 
• 50 Years of Agudath Israel in • 60 Years of Agudath Israel in 

America (150 pictures) Eretz Yisroel (150 pictures) 
• 60 1r ears of the \\T orld Agudah • J\. Day at Five Beekman St•--

Movement ( l 00 pictures) The Action Center of American 

• 

Orthodoxy (in preparation) 
To reserve a showing, call (212) 964-1620 

or write to Agudath Israel of America 
5 Beekman Street. New York. N.Y. 10038 

DISTINGUISHED WEDDING BEGINS WITH 
ITS INVITATION, 

THE SPECIAL MARRIAGE BEGINS WITH 
ITS KETHl!BA ... 

You are cordially invited to a private viewing 
of Rembrandt Associates exclusive line of Wedding 
Invitations and Kethubahs for the discriminating-at 
very moderate costs. 

Rembrandt Associates-creators designers and print· 
ers of the scroll, tass!e, photomontage and other fine 
invitations. 

Duk Engelhardt Shimie Silver by .ippointmcnl only (Z12) 532-0300 

Rembrandl Associates Advertising ltd. 49 We~t 27 Street, N.Y.C. 10001 

RABBI JOZEF KATZ 
83 Division Avenue 

AND 

OF 

MARK LOVTNGER 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11211 

ALL LEADI:<G HOTELS BANQUET HALLS 

AND ]E\VISJI CENTERS AVAILABLE 

388-4204 388-3590 863-8892 

Caterer for Agudath Israel Conventions and Dinners • 
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Chevra Kadisha D'chasidim 
Har Hamnuchot • Eretz Hachaim 

Founded 1856 
BURIAL IN JERUSALEM 

AND ALL CEMETERIES lN ISRAEi 

maal1n sakobesh 
society 

44 CANAL ST. 
NEW YORK CITY 10002 

Day & Nite Phone 

925-21177 • 8 
In Canada: 

Montreal Tel.: 273-3211 

The ""1wfy remodeled and 
refvrbi~d AP£RION 0Her5 
lvxvriov1 Glott Kosll.:!r Facilities 
with wch el~ont new tovche. vli; 

Sll"A.ltATE 
SMOltGASISOl!'D ROOMS 

Ol'EN CHUf'AH ROOJ\11 

.with Bridal Silovh•lt• 
Dom• Canopy 

Just t0mp(etflf ..• 
the aff- fmpit9 tto.m 

Agudath Israel's 
Commission on Senior Citizens 

Maps Plans 

A BROAD RANGE of projects to help senior 
citizens are on the drawing board of the Com­
mission on Senior Citizens of Agudath Israel 
of America, it was announced by Rabbi 
Menachem Shayovich, chairman of the Com­
mission. These projects for the elderly are in 
addition to the Senior Citizens Centers which 
Agudath Israel has contracted with the City 
of New York to operate, of which the Bora 
Park facility is already in full swing. 

The Commission on Senior Citizens, for 
which Rabbi Joel Schnur has been engaged as 
the director, is opening new vistas of oppor­
tunities to help the aged, and is marshalling 
Orthodox Jewish youth and adults to fulfill 
their responsibility to give meaning to the life 
of the aged. 

In Celebration of our 

13th ANNIVERSARY 
the 

PRUZANSKY BROTHERS 
announce a pohcy of 

SPECIAL CATERING RATES 
throughout rhe year . . 

with particularly moder11!6 package deafs. 

a•Mi' 
'1l7!1MVU vp>t,Mi1U1M 
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Yereim orthOdox Chapel 
93 Broadway · Brooklyn, N.Y. 11211 

DIGNIFIED TRADITIONAL SERVICES 
THROUGHOUT THE METROPOLITAN AREA 

Kovod Haniltar Observed 

Feel free to call us for uny 

information regarding burial minhayim 

24 hour service 

Day and Night phone 384-6784 

~\ 
'
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, 
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Agudath Israel Hails "New Climate" 
For Non-Public School Children 

in New York City 

"'A NEW CLIMATE of better understanding by 
the public school sector for the needs of the 
non-public school pupils on the premises of 
non-public schools. 

The Agudah, through its Commission on 
Legislation and Civic Action, has been the 
major advocate in the Jewish community for 
more than a decade of providing non public 
school children with government services and 
funds to which they are constitutionally en­
titled. When the Board of Education on 
January 25th initially decided to provide 
speech therapy to non-public school children 
in New York City now exists, thanks to Or. 
Seymour Lachman, president of l"few York's 
Board of Education." This strong commen­
dation by Agudath Israel of America, was 
triggered by the news that the Board of 
Education will in the near future provide 
speech therapy and speech correction services 
to non-public school children only on public 
school premises, Agudath Israel raised strong 
objections on the grounds that it was an "un­
sound policy to remove children from their 
educational milieu." 

With the new decision just taken by the 
Board of Education enabling the children of 
Yeshivas to obtain speech correction services 
from the government within the Yeshivas 
themselves, "the Board has rectified a dis­
crimination from which non-public school 
children in New York City suffered for many 
years," according to an Agudah spokesman. 

Gratification was also expressed for the 
decision of the Board of Education to extend 
for at !east an additional year the bus 
transportation services for non-public school 
children from Queens who study in Nassau 
County, as well as for Chancellor Antler's 
new policy to consult with non-public school 
officials in mapping the school calendar for 
the year in order to avoid areas of possible 
conflict. 

SORRY-
we must stop sending 
THE JEWISH OBSERVER 

when your subscription 
runs out ... don't miss 
a single issue ... 
RENEW NOW f 
save with a 2 or 3 
year subscription. 
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Aid to Russian Olim 
I. Pesach Needs 

COMMUNITY SEDORIM for RusSian immigrants 
have been arranged in fifteen communities 
throughout Israel by the Russian Immigrant 
Rescue Fund. Operating through its com­
mittee in Israel headed by Mr. Meier David 
Lewenstein, this major Orthodox agency for 
the religious absorption of Russian "olim" 
has made it possible for these immigrants to 
observe traditional Pesach Sedorim in com­
munities ranging from Arad in the south to 
Carmie! in the north. 

"Operation Pesach" of the Russian Im­
migrant Rescue Fund included the distribu­
tion of Passover needs and clothing to hun­
dreds of Russian immigrant families located 
in twelve immigrant centers throughout the 
Holy Land. The beneficiaries are Carpathian 
Russians, Georgians and Bucharians. 

In addition, special Yorn Tov assemblies 
have been arranged in Russian immigrant 
communities with the participation of the 
Russian religious leaders, as part of this 
overall plan to keep the new immigrants from 
Soviet Russia rooted to Jewish traditions and 
religious observance. Of special interest was 
the Passover Haggadah in Russian transla­
tion which the Russian Immigrant Rescue 
Fund published and distributed this last week 
amongst the Russian "olim." 

2. Four Hundred Russian Immigrants 
Circumcised 

FOUR HUNDRED RUSSIAN IMMIGRANTS were 
circumcised in Israel during the past year 
through the efforts of the Russian Immigrant 
Rescue Fund. These "olim," who ranged 
from children through adults, came primarily 
from cities where they could not perform this 
mitzvah, such as Moscow, Kiev, Riga, 
Leningrad, Kishinev, Odessa, and Lwow. The 
Israel director of the special Milah depart· 
ment at the Russian Immi.grant Rescue Fund, 
Rabbi Aaron Chazan, estimated that there 
still remains several thousand Russian "olim" 
who arrived uncircumcised. Amongst the 
mosl recent immigrants from the behind the 
Iron Curtain for whom the Russian Im· 
migrant Rescue Fund arranged circumcision 
was a high-ranking scientist and his four sons. 

3. Shabbos Anthology 

THE ISRAELI COMMITTEE of the Russian 
Immigrant Rescue Fund also repoi"ted a 
broad demand for the Shabbos Anthology 
which it published in the Georgian language 
for the new immigrants, which is an in­
valuable handbook about the laws and mean· 
ing of Shabbos. The first edition of thousands 
of copies of this Shabbos Anthology has 
already been exhausted and a new supply is 
now being prepared. 

The Russian Immigrant Rescue Fund was 
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1,000 Attend Siyum Hamishnayos 
of Pirchei Agudath Israel 

in Brooklyn 
ONE THOUSAND MEMBERS of Pirchei Agudath 
Israel from all parts of the Eastern Seaboard, 
including New York, New Jersey, Penn· 
sy!vania, Connecticut, Massachusetts and 
parts of Canada, as well as three represen· 
tatives from California, converged on the 
Boro Park section of Brooklyn to participate 
in the Eleventh Siyum Hamishnayos of the 
National Council of Pirchei Agudath Israel, 
on Saturday evening, March 16. Pirchei 
Agudath Israel is a youth division of Agudath 
Israel of America. 

The Romi Cohn Award, two complete sets 
of Shas, were presented: to Binyomin 
Steinberg of the Kew Garden Hills {N.Y.) 
Pirchei, and the other to Shmuel Gordon of 
the Scranton (Pa.) Pirchei, for their 
knowledge of I,892 and 2,264 Mishnayos by 
heart, respectively. 

Menachem Mende! Schechet, an eight·year 
Pirchei member who flew in from Los 
Angeles, California, for the Siyun1, greeted 
the overflow crowd in the name of all out·of· 
towners. 

The unique entrance fee for the ! ,000 boys 
was the knowledge of at least one Perek 
Mishnayos by heart. At the Siyum, the par­
ticipants were treated to a Melave Malke · 
Banquet with entertainment by Chazan 
David Werdyger, Heshy Marx, and Shlomo 
Reich, accompanied by the Flatbush 
Bachurei 6rchestra led by Dov Brezak and 
Shimon Blumenthal. 

The entire Shabbos was spent at the 
Agudath Israel Center of Bora Park, 451 l· 
14th Avenue, where 500 children davened 
together, had an Oneg Shabbos on Friday 
night, and a Sholosh Seudos on Shabbos 
afternoon. During the entire weekend, they 
were addressed by Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz, 
the National Director~ Rabbi Zyshe Heschel, 
educational consultant of Camp Agudah; 
Rabbi Gershon Weiss, Menahel of Mesivta of 
Staten Island; Rabbi Shimon Zweig, Chair· 
man of the Advisory Committee of the 
National Council; and Rabbi Baruch Zaks, a 
Rosh Yeshiva at Mesivta Staten Island, Rab· 
bi Yehuda Oelbaum, Menahel of Mesivta 
Taras Chaim of Hewilitt (L.I.), served as the 
master of ceremonies of the Melave Malke. 

The co-chairmen of the Eleventh Siyum 
Hamishnayos were Shaya Yaroslawitz and 
Gershon Nathan. 

founded as an independent agency at the 49th 
National Convention of Agudath Israel of 
America. Its treasurers are Dr. Ernst L. 
Bodenheimer, Max Berg and Moses Brauns· 
tein. 

1st Siyum Mishnayos 
Of Midwest Pirchei Agudath Israel 
CHILDREN FROM CHICAGO Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati, Wickliffe, Cleveland and 
neighboring cities and towns participated in 
the First Siyum Mishnayos of the Midwest 
Region of Pirchei Agudath Israel. The en­
trance fee was the knowledge of at least one 
Perek Mishnayos by heart. 

The Siyum Mishnayos took place Motzoei 
Shabbos, Parshas Tzaveh, in the Hebrew 
Academy of Cleveland, with the participation 
of the Telsher Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Mordechai 
Gifter and 250 .children from near and far. 
The Rosh Yeshiva called out enthusiastically 
to the children that they should become in· 
toxicated with the study of Torah. Many out· 
of-towners knew hundreds of Mishnayos. 
Thus, it was a Simcha which was never seen 
- no one ever dreamed to see, hundreds of 
miles from New York. 

The Telsher Rosh Yeshiva, HaRav Baruch 
Sorotzkin welcomed the guests from all the 
communities on Friday morning and set the 
tone for the entire weekend. 

At the Shalosh Seudos, the National Direc· 
tor of Pirchei Agudath Israel, Rabbi Joshua 
Si!bermintz, addressed the guests and Telsher 
Yeshiva Bachurim and stressed the necessity 
of doing more for the children away from 
major population centers and the importance 
of following in the footsteps of the Gedolei 
Yisroel. 

At the Melave Malke, Rabbi Daniel Schur, 
the President of Agudath Israel of Cleveland, 
and Mr. Gershon Adler greeted all the guests 
and hosts. The children together with the 
Roshei Yeshiva, Baalei Batim and leaders, 
danced with great joy. They were also enter· 
tained by the choir of the local branch of 
Bachurei Agudath Israel and the Pirchei 
orchestra. Winners of the Siyum Mishnayos 
contest in each city were awarded prizes at the 
Melave Malke. 

The committee for this first Siyum con­
sisted of Rabbis Moshe Borenstein, Yaakov 
Reisman, Mordechai Kaplowitz, Velvel 
Rosen, Chaim Aaron Weinberg, Mattisyahu 
Roberts and David Ungar. 

Agudath Israel Provides 
Matzoh Parcels to Russian Jews 

AS A RESULT OF the annual Overseas Pesach 
Campaign of Agudath Israel of America, a 
large number of Jews in Soviet Russia will 
have Matzohs for Pesach. The parcels were 
shipped from the European offices of 
Agudath Israel in time to arrive for Yorn Tov. 

For decades the Agudath Israel movement 
has supplied Pesa~h food to needy Jewish 
families abroad, and in recent years the thrust 
of this effort has been directed to Soviet 
Russia. 
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JEP Launches Operation Chavrusa 
OPERATION CHAVRUSA; the JEP-directed one­
t6-one tutori3.1 program that pairs together 
elementary-level yeshiva day school students 
with advanced yeshiva bachurim for regular 
private sessions has finally advanced from the 
drawing-board stage to a reality. 

JEP (Jewish Education Program) is a pro­
ject of Zeirei Agudath Israel, which organizes 
and directs the efforts of senior yeshiva 
students to reaching out to less-religious 
youngsters. Since its creation a year and a 
half ago, JEP has given thousands of children 
from homes lacking in Jewish commitment a 
taste of Yiddishkeit by bringing children into 
communities of vibrant Judaism, arranging 
Shabbos and Yorn Tov programs for them, as 
we!l as conducting Released Time religious 
classes for over 400 public school children 
every week. 

The new phase in JEP activity, Operation 
Chavrusa, may well be the most effective, as it 
is aimed at influencing the marginal day­
school student to take the vital step of con-

' linuing in a yeshiva high school. This will 
hopefully result from the greater proficiency 
he will resultantly achieve in his studies, and 
the close relation~hip he will develop with an 
idea! role model -·-the senior yeshiva student. 

Roshei Yeshiva have greeted this program 
with great enthusiasm and utmost coopera­
tion, for the Chavrusa set-up permits the 
older student to use his greatest assets -
those of personal contact and Torah 
scholarship - for the benefit of others, 
without loss of time from the yeshiva's 
scheduled curriculum 

In its pilot project, Operation Chavrusa has 
paired sixty students from the Mirrer Yeshiva 
(of Brooklyn) with an equal number of 
younger studenls from the neighboring 
Achiezer Yeshiva. The boys meet during the 
afternoon lunchbreak at Mir. Similar 
programs are in the planning stages involving 
the Mesift2 Chaim Berlin - Kolle! Our Arye, 
as well as other senior yeshivos in the New 
York area. 

Remember 
Passover! 
Heme ber 
Miller's! April 7th marks the 

beginning of Passover ... 
and you should stock up 
now on Miller's mouth­
watering Kosher-for­
Passover cheese. 
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In addition to the popular 
favorites, you can now 
also enjoy Hickory Smoked 
Slices and delicious Baby 
Port Salut. All under@ 
supervision. Available at 
your favorite supermarket 
or dairy store. 
KOSHER FOR PASSOVER 

~!!J.~!S 
Miller's Cheese Corp., New York, N.Y. 10013 

Agudath Israel's 
52nd Anniversary Dinner 

To Honor Three Notables 

OVER IJX)(I ORTHODOX LEADERS and activists, 
including the outstanding Torah authorities 
in this country, will join in the 52nd Anniver­
sary Dinner of Agudath Israel of America, 
which wi!! honor three eminent personalities 
on Sunday evening, May 5th, in the grand 
ballroom of the Statler Hilton Hotel in New 
York City. 

The Horav Aharon Kotler Memorial 
Award for distinguished service to Torah will 
be presented to Moshe Zolty of Toronto as 
"an exemplary Orthodox Jewish layman, who 
with humility has served as a major force for 
Torah and Chesed in his community and the 
world over." 

The Moreinu Yaakov Rosenheim Award 
for outstanding service to the cause of 
Agudath Israel will be awarded to the emi­
nent Agudist leader, Eli Basch, who for 
decades has served the cause of Agudath 
Israel and its local branches with dedication. 

Eugene Fix!er, will be honored as the 
"Shearis Hapleita" Man of the Year, the an­
nual Reb Elime!ech Tress Memorial Award 
for his outstanding work for community ser­
vice and Orthodox Judaism since arriving to 
these shores as a refugee from war-torn 
Europe after the holocaust. This occasion will 
also mark over a half century of ac­
complishments by the Agudath Israel move­
ment in every area of strengthening Torah 
authority and perpetuating authentic Judaism 
in this country and abroad through a vast 
network of constructive projects. The deans 
of the major Yeshivas (rabbinical seminaries) 
will also participate in the occasion as an ex­
pression of faith in the Agudath Israel move­
ment for its total commitment to the 
supremacy of Torah in Jewish life. 

JUDAICA 
Greeting and Postcards 

Old and New - Wanted by Collector 

GARTENHAUS 

1626-53rd St. Bklyn, NY 11204 

MOVBNC? 
Be sure to notify us in 
advance so that your copies 
will continue to reach you. 
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"~\~\\\;/;Jifv CAMP KOL TORAH 
·\ . '0,' './ A UNIQUE TORAH CAMP OFFERING A COMPLETE LEARNING AND 
· \:'\~1.l\ \1,,/1 RECREATIONAL PROGRAM FOR YESHIVAH STUDENTS ACES 12-16 

, CAMP -,,­
'KOL TORAH' 

* Intensive Torah Atmosphere • Boating 
• Shiurim conducted by experienced teachers on * All organized sports activities 

Chumash, Halacha, Gemorah and Meforshim • Trips and excursions to places of interest 
• Swimming and water sports in the Mid-West. 

Baltimore: 
Chicago: 

Cincinnati: 
Denver: 
Detroit: 

Hartford: 
Miami: 

LOCATION: Scenic gounds of the Te/she Yeshiva campus in Northeast Ohio 
SEASON: Tamuz 25 - Av 24 (July 15-August 12) 
RA TES: $260 for the entire season 

for further information contact the representative in your area: 
Aaron Prero (301) 578-8131 Monsey: Rabbi E. Golfischer 
Rabbi Avrohom Weil (312) 973-6715 Montreal: Rabbi f. Zryl 
Rabbi E. Steinfeld (312) 267-0960 Joseph Schwartz 
Rabbi A. Mayerfeld (513) 731-2718 New York: Rabbi Y. Barash 
Rabbi Y. Richter (303) 244-3941 Joseph Wilhelm 
Rabbi B. Moskowitz (313) 541-8363 Pittsburgh: . Rabbi Y. Roberts 
Avrohom Borenstein (313) 545-6327 Toronto: Rabbi E. Krohn 
Rabbi Y. lebovics (203) 232-0442 Rabbi$. N. Mandel 
Rabbi A. Groner (305) 534-0481 Wilkes-Barre: Rabbi M. Teitz 

(914) 3S6-7964 
(S14) 739-6028 
(S14) 738-9382 
(212) 871-2932 
(212)387-427S 
(412) 421-9571 
(416) 789-3S89 
(416) 781-1468 
1717) JJJ7-0342 

Minneapolis: Ra bbl G. Werner (612) 920-2431 

or write to the registration office for further information: 
CAMP KOL TORAH - 3599 HARVEY ROAD - CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO 44118 

Tel. (216) 321-9282 

Demonstrate Your Support For Torah Authority 
by joining those who believe that Torah is Supreme 

at the 

52nd ANNUAL. DINNER 
of Agudath Israel of America 

Sun. Eve., May 5 at the Statler Hilton, N.Y.C. 

The Following Awards Will Be Bestowed: 

MOSHE ZOLTY (Toronto) 
will receive the 

HAGAON RAV AHARON KOTLER 
MEMORIAL AWARD 

for distinguished 
service to Torah 

ELI BASCH 
will receive the 

MOREINU YAAKOV ROSENHEIM 
MEMORIAL AWARD 

for distinguished service 
to Agudath Israel 

EUGENE FIXLER 
will be honored as 

"Shearis Hapleitah" 
Man of the Year, with the 

REB ELIMELECH TRESS 
MEMORIAL AWARD 

Please make your dinner reservation NOW ($50 per person, no appeals) 

AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA 
5 Beekman Street I New York, N.Y. 10038 I (212) 964-1620 

A Full Page Greeting Ad of $120 Includes 2 Reservations To The Dinner 



Sl<ip tlte Jli!!ltest 
Sl<ip lite Most 

s111 Never skip a Summer 
111eamp l!uos 

Jt's the greatest* 

~ cM• AWM I ~eoAJUng I ~eittw I ~p~ I g)'l/JJlllj; 

~ O~mp~A~al ~ A~ p&J 

~ 50 AWUVj/ ~ a&! 

~ 8rv ~ llwht ~ ~ &JAM£ ( ne'"1 ~®J. Jf.C/j. ) 

~ c.Arul 1U (}real $Mti K11aclt ( 8t l'.(illJ t bei beat) 

Re(lister now! Calf ( 212) 964-1620 

Or write, Camp !!nos, 5 !Jeel<man Street, JV. V. e. 10038 

Xike it ltns bee" fair tltirtu uenrs 


