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TorahThoughts
him.

)לג:וְ כִ י יָגוּר ִא ְתָך גֵּר…ל ֹא תוֹנוּ אֹתוֹ ( ַוי ְִק ָרא יט
When a convert dwells among you in your land, do not taunt

 ַר ִש״יexplains that one may not taunt a  גֵּרby reminding him
that “in the past, you were an idolater, and now you come to learn
תוֹרה
ָ that was given from the mouth of the A-mighty?”
The requirement to display special love for a convert to
Judaism is constantly repeated in the תוֹרה.
ָ
According to the בָ בָ א ( גְ ָמ ָרא
:)מצִ יעָ א נט,
ְ there are 36 references to this in the !תוֹרה
ָ
In ְתשוּבוֹת
הָ ַר ְמבַ ״ם, there is an unusually long letter that the  ַר ְמבַ ״םwrote to a
certain Arab  גֵּרnamed עֹבַ ְדיָה. This man had had a dispute with his ֶר ִבי
regarding whether a gentile’s belief in Islam is considered ֲבוֹדה ז ָָרה
ָ ע,
idol worship. His  ֶר ִביfelt strongly that this is ֲבוֹדה ז ָָרה
ָ ע, while  עֹבַ ְדיָהwas
of the opinion that it is not. When  עֹבַ ְדיָהkept arguing, his  ֶר ִביbecame
angry and began calling him unpleasant names, applying to him the
 ָפסוּק,  — ֲענֵּה כְ ִסיל כְ ִא ַוּ ְלתוֹAnswer a fool according to his
foolishness (ה:)מ ְשלֵּי כ״ו.
ִ
 עֹבַ ְדיָהwrote to the ר ְמבַ ״ם,ַ requesting his opinion on this
issue. In his especially warm response, the  ַר ְמבַ ״םwrote that  עֹבַ ְדיָהwas
correct; those of the Moslem faith believe in the unity of ה׳. After the
 ַר ְמבַ ״םclarified his halachic opinion of the matter, he went to great
length to console and appease the גֵּר:
“Even though you are his תל ְִמיד,
ַ your  ֶרבִ יshould ask you
 ְמ ִחילָהin this matter, because he caused you pain and shame by
answering you improperly and calling you a fool. After that, he should
fast and cry out to ה׳, and humble himself before Him so that perhaps

 ה׳will forgive him for his  … עֲבֵּ ָרהDoes he not realize that the תוֹרה
ָ
warns in 36 places against mistreating a  גֵּרin words or in deeds? ... He
should have spoken to you with respect and kindness … He says that
you are mistaken in a question of ֲבוֹדה ז ָָרה
ָ ע. He should have been
more concerned about embarrassing a  גֵּרand כַעַ ס, anger, which, as
the ( גְ ָמ ָרא:)שבָ ת ק״ה
ַ says, is comparable to ֲבוֹדה ז ָָרה
ָ ע.
“You should know that the תוֹרה
ָ requires that a  גֵּרbe treated
with a special degree of love. The תוֹרה
ָ has commanded us to respect
our parents and to listen to a נ ִָביא. Yet, for a גֵּר, the תוֹרה
ָ
requires that
we love him in our hearts, the same way a Jew is required to love  ה׳in
his heart …
“Furthermore … a  גֵּרis a person who has left his father’s
house, his birthplace and his nationality to become a member of a
downtrodden people … A  גֵּרis a person who recognizes that Judaism is
the only true faith and all other religions are mere imitations … some
adding and some subtracting … Is a person who understands this a
fool? May  ה׳bless you as He blessed our forefather אַבְ ָרהָ ם אָבִ ינוּ, and
may you see the reward for your righteousness in this world and in the
World to Come.”
 ַר ְמבַ ״םfelt he had to console and encourage this גֵּר צֶ דֶ ק, and
his letter has become a guide in how to appreciate a  גֵּרin כְ לַל י ְִש ָר ֵּאל.
This idea, to be sensitive and encouraging, is not limited to dealing
with a גֵּר, but also applies to all those who are in need, physically or
spiritually, especially those who are returning to a life that is loyal to ה׳
and to His תוֹרה.
ָ
Adapted from: Peninim on the Parashah V (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)

Gedolim Glimpses

Yahrtzeits Gedolim
of
our

ט״ז אייר

R' Yechiel Michel Feinstein זַצַ ״ל, born to  ר׳ ַאבְ ָרהָ ם יִצְ חָ קand
5666 — 5763  ֶא ְס ֵּתרin Lithuania, lost his father at age 7 and went to live
1906 — 2003
with his grandfather, ר׳ ָדוִ ד,  ָרבof Stravin, Byelorussia. At
the age of 13, he traveled to Slutsk to learn under יסר ַזל ְַמן
ֶ  ר׳ ִאMeltzer זַצַ ״ל.
At 16, he left to Mir to learn with ְרוּחם
ָ  ר׳ יLevovitz זַצַ ״ל. Traveling with ר׳
 אַהֲ רֺןKotler זַצַ ״ל, he escaped to the US in 1941.  ר׳ מֺשֶ הFeinstein זַצַ ״ל, his
uncle, soon summoned him to serve by his side as head of י ְִשיבַ ת ִתפְ ֶא ֶרת
ְרוּש ַליִם
ָ ( יNY). In 1946, he married the Brisker ’רבs
ָ daughter, Lifsha. He
returned to  ֶא ֶרץ י ְִש ָר ֵּאלin 1952 and founded י ְִשיבַ ת בֵּ ית יְהוּדָ ה. After his
daughter’s ירה
ָ ( פְ ִט1976), he moved the  י ְִשיבָ הto בנֵּי ְב ַרק.
ְ His son-in-law is R'
Tzvi Kaplan שַ לִיטָ ״א.

יאל ִמיכְ ל
ֵ  ר׳ י ְִחFeinstein  זַצַ ״לdavened with the
same  עֲבוֹדָ הand dedication as when he
learned תּוֹרה.
ָ
His ידים
ִ  ַתּל ְִמwould wait for
him, not to end ק ִריאַת ְשמַ ע,
ְ but to begin
it! He sat in thought for a few minutes,
slowly counting on his fingers. Nobody
knew why. After his ירה
ָ פְ ִט, one ַתּל ְִמיד
related that once, he plucked up the
courage to ask  ֶרבִ יwhat he was doing. "I am
counting the עֲשֶ ֶרת הַ ִדבְ רוֹת," R' Michel replied.
He would accept each  ִדבְ ָרהof the  עֲשֶ ֶרת הַ ִדבְ רוֹתbefore
he recited !ק ִריאַת ְשמַ ע
ְ
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)ב:תוֹרת ַה ְמצ ָֹרע ְביוֹם ָטהֳ ָרתוֹ…( ַוי ְִּק ָרא יד
ַ ז ֹאת ִּת ְהיֶה
This shall be the law of the  ְמצ ָֹרעon the day of his
purification …
 הקב״הwould take note of the ’מצ ָֹרעs
ְ תשׁוּבָ ה,
ְ repentance,
and heal him of his affliction. The  כ ֵֹהןwould go outside the ַמחֲ נֶה
 י ְִּש ָר ֵאלto examine the מצ ָֹרע.
ְ Having been declared healed by the כ ֵֹהן,
the  ְמצ ָֹרעwould begin the purification process, which included the
offering of ק ְרבָ נוֹת,
ָ as detailed in the תוֹרה.
ָ
The very complex order of
the purification the  ְמצ ָֹרעmust undergo is further proof of the
severity of the sin of לָשׁוֹן הָ ַרע.
One may wonder: Why, in our day, are those who
habitually speak  לָשׁוֹן ָה ַרעnot stricken with  ?צָ ַרעַ תIn his ירת
ַ ֵספֶר ְשׁ ִּמ
הַ לָשׁוֹן, the  ָחפֵץ ַחיִּיםcites the following explanation of the יד״א
ָ ח:
ִּ
When  הקב״הpunishes an individual, He does it for the
person’s benefit, to purify him of his sins and to stir him towards
תשׁוּבָ ה.
ְ It was only while the  בֵ ית הַ ִּמ ְקדָ שׁstood that a  ְמצ ָֹרעcould attain
טַ הַ ָרה. However, today when, to our great misfortune, the בֵ ית ַה ִּמ ְק ָדשׁ
has yet to be rebuilt, there are no sacrifices, and there is no way for
the  כֹהֵ ןto perform the other parts of the purification process.
Therefore, if a person were to be afflicted with צָ ַרעַ ת, he would
remain in his impure state for the rest of his life (or until the coming
of ַ)מָ ִּשׁיח, without any possibility of ridding himself of it. Therefore, in
our days, the impurity of  צָ ַרעַ תclings only to our soul, and not to the
person’s body.
∞
∞
∞
∞
∞
When R' Yitzchok Blazer זַצַ ״ל, a leading disciple of R' Yisroel
Salanter זַצַ ״ל, passed away, the city of  יְרוּשָׁ ַליִּםwas grief-stricken. “R'
Itzele,” as he was known, was revered as a  גָאוֹןand a צַ ִּדיק, and was a
leader of ’יְרוּשָׁ ַליִּםs community. He was irreplaceable.
As preparations for his funeral were being made, it became
known that R' Itzele had left instructions that  הֶ ְספ ִֵּדיםnot be said for

Chofetz ChaimMoment
ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ו׳ סעיף א׳

*Eli was running for president and heard that his closest rival, Levi, was
openly spreading false rumors about him. He was told that Levi had
made his negative comments during recess in front of a large group of
classmates. There was no denying the ‘facts.’ Eli heard the same story
from a few of the boys who had heard Levi rant against Eli. It
was difficult to hear, but Eli knew that he needed to react. If he did not
respond, people would believe the stories.
How should Eli respond to the negative rumors?

*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

Answer: It is appropriate and responsible for Eli to respond. However, any action taken
must be with a clear understanding that Eli must not believe the story the way it was
told to him. It may have been said without bad intent. His response is in order to
protect himself and calm others’ fears.

Halacha

Corner

: :יווֹמא
ָ ִה ְלכווֹת ִענְ יָנֵ י ְד
- ִה ְלכווֹת ֶּפ ַסח ׁ ֵשנִ י
י״ד ִאיָּר

Yiddishe Kepelach
him. Such has been the way of many  גְ דוֹלִּיםthroughout the
generations. However, the scholars of ְרוּשׁ ַליִּם
ָ  יwere uncertain
whether or not this request should be fulfilled. It was well known that
when R' Yaakov Yehoshua Falk ( זַצַ ״לauthor of ַ )פְ נֵי יְהוֹשֻׁׁ עhad left the
same request, the renowned  ָרבof Prague, R' Yechezkel Landau זַ צַ ״ל
(author of ְהוּדה
ָ )נוֹדע ְבי,
ָ
had ruled that  ֶה ְספ ִֵּדיםshould be said, for the
ַ פְ נֵי יְהוֹשֻׁׁ עwas [ ר ֹאשׁ כָל ְבנֵי ַהּגוֹלָהi.e. leader of the entire generation].
Nevertheless, R' Shmuel Salant זַצַ ״ל, ’יְרוּשָׁ ַליִּםs venerable רב,ַ was of
the opinion that R' Itzele’s request should be honored.
In the end, R' Chaim Berlin זַצַ ״ל, another of ’יְרוּשָׁ ַליִּםs
luminaries, spoke at the funeral and prefaced his words of  הֶ ְספֵ דwith
the following. The תוֹרה
ָ
relates that when  ָש ָרהdied,  ַאבְ ָרהָ םcame
ל ְִּספֹד ָש ָרה וְ ל ְִּבכ ָֹתּה, to eulogize Sarah and to cry for her (Bereishis 23:2).
R' Chaim explained that  ל ְִּספֹדmeans to speak the praises of שָ ָרה,
while  לִּבְ כ ָֹתּהmeans to cry over what the generation had lost with
’ש ָרהs
ָ
passing. Said R' Chaim, “In keeping with the deceased’s
request, I will not speak his praises, but I will express our pain over
the great loss and gaping void which his passing has created in our
community.”
On the following Friday night, R' Itzele appeared to R'
Chaim in a dream and said, “Thank you for not speaking my praises.”
R' Chaim then asked R' Itzele to tell him of his judgment before the
Heavenly Court. R' Itzele replied that the Heavenly Court is very
exacting in its judgment; nothing a person has done in his lifetime is
overlooked. R' Itzele added that, “the judgment is particularly
exacting regarding forbidden speech that a person has spoken.”
R' Eliyahu Lopian  זַצַ ״לwould repeat the dream with great
emotion and conclude, “The sin of  לָשׁוֹן ָה ַרעis exceedingly awesome!
No angel will come to defend those who are guilty of this sin.”
Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

 רש"יQuestions week
of
the

1. Why does the ּתוֹרה
ָ
state explicitly that  ַאהֲ רֹןperformed the
 עֲבוֹדָ הof  יוֹם כִּ פּוּרexactly as  הקב״הhad commanded?
1. Why does the ּתוֹרה
ָ
state explicitly that  ַאהֲ רֹןperformed the
2. ה
What
should
a
Jew
say
of “I
amcommanded?
repulsed by non-kosher
ָ עֲבוֹדof  יוֹם כִּ פּוּרexactlyinstead
as הקב״ה
had
food, שַ עַ ְטנֵז, …?”
2. What should a Jew say instead of “I am repulsed by non-kosher
food, שַ עַ ְטנֵז, …?”

1. It is stated to praise אהֲ רֹן.
ַ The ּתוֹרה
ָ is testifying to the fact that the only reason
that  ַאהֲ רֹןwore the  בִּ גְ דֵ י כְ הוּנָהwas in order to fulfill ’הקב״הs decree — he did
1. It
is wear
statedthem
to praise
אהֲ רֹן.
ַ The ּתוֹרה
ָ (שׂ
is ַַעtestifying
the fact that the only reason
not
for self-glorification
 — ד״ה וַ יto
16:34).
ֲ ַאהwore
the ָהsay
 הוּנIְ כwould
 בִּ גְ דֵ יwas
fulfill
’הקב״הs
— he has
did
2. that
A Jewרֹןshould
rather
likeintoorder
… buttoMy
Father
Whodecree
is in Heaven
not
wearupon
themme
fornot
self-glorification
ַד״ה ְ ו
decreed
to … (שׂ(ן הָ עַ ִּמים
ת יכַעֶַם ִּמ
— ִּדל ֶא
ְוָאב
ַ 16:34).
 — ד״ה20:26).
2. A Jew should rather say I would like to … but My Father Who is in Heaven has
decreed upon me not to … (וָאבְ ִּדל ֶא ְתכֶם ִּמן הָ עַ ִּמים
ַ  — ד״ה20:26).

Living Torah

ִ
 ( פֶּסַ ח שֵׁ נִי14 )איָּר
ִ has its own special  ְּקדֻשָּ הwith regard to  We do say  ַתחֲ נוּןat  ִמנְּחָּ הon ( עֶּ ֶּרב פֶּ סַ ח שֵׁ נִי13 )איָּר.
the eating of the ק ְּרבָּ ן פֶּסַ ח,
ָּ and most have the  ִמנְּהָּ גnot to  Some have a  ִמנְּהָּ גto eat  מַ צָּ הon  פֶּסַ ח שֵׁ נִיduring the day as
say תחֲ נוּן.
ַ

a ( ֵׁזכֶּר ל ְָּּק ְּרבָּ ן פֶּסַ חothers also eat the following night — 15 )איָּר
ִ .
*Since we only discuss 1-3 הלָכוֹת,
ֲ it is important to consider these  ֲהלָכוֹתin the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

חג בחג

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid,
R'
Yechiel
Michel
Feinstein  זַ צַ ״לoften said that
when a Yid davens sincerely, with
all his heart, on behalf of another
Yid, his  ְּתפִ לָּהreaches the כִ סֵּ א
 הַ כָּבוֹדdirectly, even if he is not a
great צַ ִדיק.
One of R' Michel's
ידים
ִ לְּמ
ִ  ַתonce came to give him
the good news that his daughter
had become engaged. "It is the
יְּשׁיבָּ ה
ִ 'ר ֹאשׁs  "!נֵּסhe exclaimed.
Just a month before, the father
had asked R' Michel to daven that
he find his daughter's ִשׁדוְּך
quickly.
“This is not a  ”!נֵּסR'
Michel insisted. "When you came
to see me, I saw your pain and
was very distressed. I put all my
heart and soul into the ְּת ִהלִים
that I recited. I then blessed you
wholeheartedly. You should know
that  ד׳fulfills the request of any
Jew who gives a בְּ ָּרכָּ ה
wholeheartedly!"
R' Yitzchok Zilberstein
 שַׁ לִ יטָּ ״אrecalls the time that he
was presented with a difficult
query concerning a terminally ill
patient who was in serious
condition. The woman wanted

 ערב שבתLearning
Contest
Contest

very much to see the  חֻ פָּהof her
engaged daughter. It was חוֹל
 הַ מּוֹעֵּ ד סֻ כוֹתand the question was
how to find a way that a חֻ פָּה
might possibly be arranged
during ( חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵּ דsince הֲ לָּכָּה
prohibits marrying on )חוֹל הַ מּוֹעֵּ ד.
R' Zilberstein consulted
with R' Michel and explained the
 ְּשׁ ֵּאלָּהto him. After listening
carefully, R' Michel told him,
"Why are you looking for
leniencies? Let us daven that the
mother has a long life!" R' Michel
then davened and did not answer
his שׁ ֵּאלָּה.
ְּ
R' Zilberstein returned to
the family and instructed them
not to change the original date of
the חֲ תֻ נָּה. The mother lived to see
her daughter's wedding, which
was held during חֲ נֻכָּה. She passed
away the day after the שֶׁׁ בַ ע בְּ ָּרכוֹת
ended.
My לְּמיד
ִ ת,
ַ R' Michel lived
and ’פַס ָּקןd
ְּ
based on the power
of a sincere  ְּתפִ לָּהfor another Yid.
Think about others during your
;תפִ לָּ ה
ְּ it will help your ְּתפִ לוֹת
reach directly to the !כִ סֵּ א הַ כָּבוֹד
!יְּ ִהי זִ כְּ רוֹ בָּ רוְּך
יְּדידוּת
ִ ְּב,
Your ֶׁרבִ י
A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)

Sage Sayings
R' Michel Feinstein, זַצַ ״ל, related ’ר׳ חַ יִּים עוֹזֶרs  מָ שָ לto describe R'
Dovid Karliner זַצַ ״ל, one of the greatest Lithuanian  גְּ אוֹנִּיםin ר׳
’חַ יִּים עוֹזֶרs time. “A true master tailor makes his own needle,
sharpens the point and decides precisely where to make the
hole!”  ר׳ חַ יִּים עוֹזֶרcontinued, “ ר׳ דָ וִּ ד האָט געֶ מאַכט זײַ ן אײֵ גנעֶ ר
! — נאָדלR' Dovid made his own needle! — צוּ פאַרשטײֵ ן יעֶ דעֶ רעֶ ר
! ַ עֶ ר האָט זִּ יְך אָנגעֶ פאַנגט פוּנסנײ, — סֻ גְּ יָהIn order to understand each
סֻ גְּ יָה, he began anew [without using works of others!].”
Source: Dei’ah v’Dibur

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

! מַ זָל טוֹבto Pinchas Becker, Grade
1, Yeshiva Darchei Torah, Far
Rockaway, NY, and to everyone
who joined the 4th International
 ִהלְכוֹת חַ ג בְ חַ גprogram! Besides the
grand prize, we also must give
special mention to Moshe Shmuel
Gutman, Grade 4, Yeshiva Torah
Vodaath, Brooklyn, NY, Yaakov
Berelowitz, Grade 6, Hillel Academy
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA and
Chaim Schechter, Grade 4,
Fallsburg
Cheder
School,
Fallsburgh, NY, who completed the
learning every day!

 ערב שבתLearning
Contest

The next Pirchei Newsletter
contest is designed to make your עֶ ֶרב
 שַׁ בָּ תfulfilling and memorable. The
contest: During the weeks leading up to
תּוֹרה
ָּ ַׁ ַׁקבָּ לַׁת הand until שבָּ ת פ ָָּּרשַׁ ת ְׁשלַׁ ח,
ַׁ
learn at least 45 minutes before ִמנְׁחָּ ה
every עֶ ֶרב ַׁשבָּ ת, in either your  י ְִׁשיבָּ הor
local בֵּ ית ִמ ְׁד ָּרש. If you learn for an hour or
more you will get an additional entry into
the raffle.
The contest’s basic rules: There
is no particular  לִמּוּדto learn and you can
even review ש ַׁניִם ִמ ְׁק ָּרא וְׁ ֶאחָּ ד ַׁתּ ְׁרגּוּם.
ְׁ If
you arrange for a group, and you have a
 ִשעוּרto learn about  ִהלְׁכוֹת שַׁ בָּ תor ִקדּוּשַׁ ת
שַׁ בָּ ת, you will receive an extra entry in
the raffle. This contest is open for all ages
up to 12th grade.
If you are interested in joining
this program, please send in your signed
faxes by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506
9633. Please include your name, grade,
י ְִׁשיבָּ ה, city and state, your contact and
fax #’s and your name will be entered
into a drawing for a beautiful set of
!מ ְׁק ָּראוֹת גְּׁ דוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ ִשים
ִ

Learning from our Leaders
Rav Avrohom Weinberg was walking with a
few talmidim towards his shul in Teveria.
Hey, silly Rabbi!
Your jacket is
longer than your
beard!

בס״ד

Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America

The very next morning...

Honored Rabbi, I
am broke. my family
will be evicted
from our home
unless I pay rent
immediately.

Hashem amar lo kallel
- this is a message from
Hashem to do teshuvah. I
must have erred in some
matter if I am getting this
verbal abuse...

Oy vey iz
mir! My dear friend,
your pain is my pain. I’m
going to try my utmost
to help you in every way.
I don’t have any money
in the house, so please
give me some time.
What’s your telephone
number?

The man thanked R’ Avrohom Weinberg and left...

This interest-free loan
request is for a very dear friend. He
is in dire financial straits... yes... How
much...? Good! Let’s discuss the payback
schedule... Gevaldig! I’m sending
someone over now...

After many calls, R’ Avrohom Weinberg arranged
a sizable loan with very favorable conditions.

Rav Asher Werner, Chief Rabbi of Teveria, heard the story.
In truth, I am not surprised
that R’ Avrohom worked so diligently
to secure a loan, despite the fact that
the person had insulted him. After all,
this is R’ Avrohom’s superior character
- he is always ready to forgive and
forget...

Please come over right
away, I cannot bear to see you
suffer. I’ve arranged a loan
that will pay your outstanding
rent and cover it for quite
some time...

…What does amaze
me is the man’s chutzpah. R’
Avrohom’s sterling character
must be so well known in the city
that the man took it for granted
that he didn’t even owe the Rav an
apology!

R’ Avrohom Weinberg was born in Eretz Yisrael to R’ Noach and Chava Miryam. He learned in
the Yeshiva of R’ Moshe Kliers of Teveria. During his lifetime he managed to complete learning
the entire  ש״ס בבליand  ירושלמיseveral times. He traveled to Europe at the age of 17 to receive
instruction from R’ Shmuel, the Slonimer Rebbe. There he absorbed a deep appreciation for
higher  מדרגותof עבודת ד׳, qualities that characterized him for the rest of his life. More than
30 years later, when the terrible news reached Eretz Yisrael that the last Slonimer Rebbe
had perished, R’ Avrohom was urged to accept the helm of leadership . He adamantly refused,
and R’ Mottel Slonimer was selected in his stead. Upon R’ Mottel’s  פטירהin 1954, R’ Avrohom
acquiesced to accept the position. He served for 27 years, successfully raising an entire
generation to unparalleled heights in עבודת ד׳, placing his emphasis on the development of אמונה.
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