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TorahThoughts
)א׳:(שמוֹת י״ח
ְ … ֹלקים ְלמ ֶֹׁשה וּ ְלי ְִש ָּר ֵאל
ִ ֱִּשמַ ע י ְִתרוֹ … ֵאת כָּל אֲ ֶׁשר עָּ ָּשה א
ְׁ ַוי
And  י ְִתרוֹheard … all that  ד׳wrought for  מֹשֶׁ הand … י ְִש ָּר ֵאל
וּמלְחֶׁ מֶׁ ת עֲמָּ לֵק
ִ  — מַ ה ְשמוּעָּ ה שָּ מַ ע וּבָּ א? ְק ִריעַ ת יַם סוּףWhat
report did he hear that [had such a great effect on him that] he came?
[He heard about] the dividing of the Sea of Reeds and the war with
 ַר ִש״י( עֲמָּ לֵקibid).
 ַר ִש״יexplains that  י ְִתרוֹheard about the miracles surrounding
the splitting of the  יַם סוּףand the war with עֲמָּ לֵק. These two
miraculous events so impressed  י ְִתרוֹthat he left his established home
in  ִמ ְדיָּןand joined  בְ נֵי י ְִש ָּר ֵאלin the מ ְדבָּ ר.
ִ
Obviously, all the other nations of the world had also heard
the “news” about the remarkable miracles that were occurring for ְבנֵי
י ְִש ָּר ֵאל. The war with  עֲמָּ לֵקwas ’עֲמָּ לֵקs perverted way to show the
world that  ְבנֵי י ְִש ָּר ֵאלare not invincible. When the water split in the יַם
סוּף, every body of water in the world split. The other nations of the
world heard the news of the war with ע ֲָּמלֵק, saw the splitting of their
rivers, streams and wells, but didn’t change. י ְִתרוֹ, however, applied
what he heard to his lifestyle and took action immediately.
R' Chaim Shmuelevitz זַצַ ״ל, would expound on this point.
“ י ְִתרוֹdid not simply hear, he dehered,” (a Yiddish expression meaning
he not only heard, he understood what he heard). It implies paying
careful attention to the underlying messages in order to discern the
true meaning of what was heard, rather than simply listening. י ְִתרוֹ
certainly was not alone in hearing — the entire world “heard” about
!ק ִריעַ ת יַם סוּף
ְ However,  י ְִתרוֹwas uniquely able to understand the

significance of the events that had taken place and to apply their
message to his personal life. He demonstrated that indeed he had
heard.
R' Sholom Schwadron זַצַ ״ל, offered an amazing  מָּ שָּ לto
explain this point in his typical style. He described how a young man
decided to take a “walk” on a busy highway. The cars that are all
around him sound their horns with intensity; many drivers scream at
him, but it is to no avail. The man continues walking along
nonchalantly, completely unperturbed by the irate sounds around him.
The sounds of horns beeping now become stronger in an
attempt to jolt this foolish man to come to his senses. In disgust, one
driver stops his vehicle, gets out of his car, goes over to the man and
asks him, “What’s wrong with you? Don’t you hear everyone honking
their horns for you to get off the highway?”
“Sure, I heard. The noise was quite deafening!” responds the
jaywalker.
“Is this considered hearing?” retorts the angry driver. “If you
heard, then you would immediately leave the highway. You aren’t
listening; your hearing does not serve any purpose!”
Hearing without applying any thought about what is being
said, or what the message of the sound may be, is not considered
hearing. ‘Hearing’ is not only about sound.
’י ְִּׁתרוֹs hearing created an immediate response. That is a true
application of hearing.
Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah 9th Series (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)

Gedolim Glimpses

Yahrtzeits Gedolim
of
our

כ״ב שבט

ר׳ יְהוּדָ ה זְ ֵאב סֶ גַל זַצַ ״ל, the Manchester ר ֹאשׁ י ְִׁשׁיבָ ה, was born
5670 — 5753 to  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ ה יִׁצְ חָ קand רוֹיזָא. In 1930, he learned in ְשׁיבַ ת ִׁמיר
ִׁ י
1910 — 1993
for 3 years under ְהוּדה פִׁ ינ ְֶקל זַצַ ״ל
ָ  ר׳ ֶאלִׁיעֶ זֶר יwhere he
learned רוּתא
ָ ְ בְ חַ בwith מוּאל ְִׁביץ זַצַ ״ל
ֵ  ר׳ ַחיִׁים ְשׁand was a  ַתל ְִׁמיד מֻ ְב ָהקof ר׳
יְחֶ זְ ֵקאל לֵוִׁ ינְשׁטײַן זַצַ ״ל. He married  יוֹכֶבֶ דCohen in 1934. In 1949, יוֹסף
ֵ ר׳
( ְשֹׁלמֹה כַהֲ נְמַ ן זַצַ ״לPonovezher  ָ)רבinvited him to join the  י ְִׁשׁיבָהfaculty.
However, in 1950, with the support of  דַ יָן אַבְ ַר ְמ ְס ִׁקי זַצַ ״לand other גְ דוֹלִׁים,
he was appointed  ר ֹאשׁ י ְִׁשׁיבָ הof Manchester י ְִׁשׁיבָ ה. His צ ְדקוּת,
ִׁ תפִׁ לָה,
ְ and
 הַ ְתמָ דָ הshaped every facet of his life. In 1967, he designed a לוּח
ַ to learn
two  הֲ לָכוֹתin  ִׁהלְכוֹת לָשׁוֹן הָ ַרעdaily. He called the לוּח
ַ his "passport to עוֹלָם
הַ בָ א." He was the rabbinical founder of the  חָ פֵץ חַ יִׁיםHeritage Foundation.

R' Yehuda Zev Segal  ַזצַ ״ל, the Manchester
ר ֹאשׁ י ְִׁשׁיבָ ה, expected his ידים
ִׁ  ַתל ְִׁמto
write to their parents regularly. He
would say, “Before writing or phoning
home, one should have in mind, ‘I am
now about to fulfill the  ִׁמצְ ָוהto honor
my parents.’” R' Segal valued the ִׁמצְ וָה
so much that he would request that
ידים
ִׁ  ַתל ְִׁמpermit him to drop their letters
in a mailbox on his way home, in order to have
a share in their מצְ ָוה.
ִׁ
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Living Torah

Honoring Parents

with
the

)יב:(שמוֹת כ
ְ … כַּבֵּ ד ֶאת ָא ִביָך וְ ֶאת ִא ֶמָך
Honor your father and mother …
The  ע ֲֶש ֶרת הַּ ִדבְ רוֹתwere inscribed on two stone tablets, five
 ִדבְ רוֹתon each side. One side contained laws relating to אָדם ל ַָּמקוֹם
ָ בֵּ ין
— man and  ;ה׳the other contained laws relating to אָדם לַּחֲ בֵּ רוֹ
ָ — בֵּ ין
man and his fellow man. Why was the  ִמצְ וָהof honoring parents
placed on the אָדם לַּמָ קוֹם
ָ  בֵּ יןside?
There are many answers to this thought-provoking
question. The  ָהעֵּ מֶ ק דָ בָ רexplains that this is to teach us that one
should always be aware that respect for our parents is part of our
obligation to ה׳.
The  ֶמשֶ ְך חָ כְ מָ הanswers that respecting one’s parents is the
cornerstone of our faith. Our tradition is based on the chain of סוֹרה
ָ ָמ
that extends from  ַּא ְב ָרהָ םto סינַּי,
ִ a chain made up of the links
between parents and children. If we do not show the proper honor to
our parents we are cutting that chain.
The obligation to honor one’s father and mother
encompasses one’s thoughts, speech and deeds. The most important
honor is in one’s heart — we must teach ourselves to appreciate and
value our parents.
∞
∞
∞
∞
∞
As a young בָ חוּר, R' Shmuel Zvi Kowalsky would make his
way to the ’חֲ זוֹן ִאישs modest home where the two studied privately
on a regular basis. The  חֲ זוֹן ִאישwas extremely fond of his young
רוּתא
ָ ְ חַּ בand guided him not only in תּוֹרה
ָ learning, but in all areas of
spiritual development. Once, as Shmuel Zvi prepared to travel home
for יוֹם טוֹב, the  חֲ זוֹן ִאישtold him, “A Jew is required to begin
reviewing the laws of a given  יוֹם טוֹבthirty days before the יוֹם טוֹב. A
 בָ חוּרwho is preparing to return home for  בֵּ ין ַּהזְ ַּמנִיםmust review the
laws of  כִ בוּד אָב וְ ֵּאםin שֻׁ ל ְָחן עָ רוְּך.” Shmuel Zvi was an ideal student; his
performance of this  ִמצְ וָהremains a model to strive to emulate.
R' Kowalsky delivered a daily  ִשעוּרin  גְ מָ ָראwhich his father
attended. Whenever his father entered while the  ִשעוּרwas in
progress, R' Kowalsky would rise to his full height, place his own גְ ָמ ָרא
before his father and take another volume for himself. When

responding to a question posed by his father, he spoke as a servant
speaking in front of a king.
After his father passed away, R' Kowalsky visited his mother
daily after delivering his שעוּר.
ִ On שבָ ת,
ַּ when his mother joined his
family for meals, she sat next to him and was always served first.
A week before R’ Kowalsky’s passing, he attended the
wedding of a son of a primary benefactor of the  כוֹ ֵּללhe headed.
Another married son of the benefactor came to join the family at his
brother’s wedding. During the meal, this son suffered chest pains.
Afraid to alarm his parents, he asked to be examined in a side room.
After reading the EKG results, the doctor advised him to go directly to
a hospital.
The stricken man was in a quandary. He was afraid to
disobey the doctor’s orders, but was concerned that his absence
would be noticed and his parents would have to be told what had
occurred. Aside from the worry and distress they would endure, this
would mar the  ִש ְמ ָחהat their son’s wedding.
R' Kowalsky, who was then gravely ill, entered the wedding
hall and was apprised of the situation. After pondering the matter in
silence, he told the patient, “Remain here at the wedding. You can
relax; all will be well. I take full responsibility for your health.”
R' Kowalsky returned home and told his family, “I have
assumed a great responsibility!” He then distributed volumes of
 ְתּ ִהלִיםto his family, divided the entire  ֵּספֶרamong them, and they all
began to pray. It was 3:00 a.m. when they finished. R' Kowalsky told
them, “This young man came from America only for the sake of his
parents, to honor them and bring them joy by participating in his
brother’s wedding. This  ִמ ְצוָהis sufficient to shield him so that he will
live long. It cannot be that he will suffer harm for having remained at
the wedding to save his parents from distress.”
The young man returned to the US a few days later and
visited a heart specialist. After a thorough examination and a series of
tests, the doctor concluded that the man was in excellent health.
Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid,
The following is an excerpt of a letter
received by the family of ְהוּדה זְ ֵאב ֶסגַל זַצַ ״ל
ָ ר׳ י,
the Manchester ר ֹאשׁ י ְִׁשׁיבָ ה, after his ירה
ָ פְ ִׁט:
“In 1971 I received a phone call from
the  ר ֹאשׁ י ְִׁשׁיבָ הduring which he asked that I
dedicate to my parents’ memory a part of the
’י ְִׁשׁיבָ הs new building which had recently been
built. It was the first time that the ר ֹאשׁ י ְִׁשׁיבָ ה
had ever solicited a donation from me. To his
utter surprise, I immediately responded
affirmatively and informed him that I was doing
this out of הַ כ ַָרת הַ טוֹב, gratitude, towards him! I
proceeded to explain:
“In 1950, my father passed away,
leaving behind my young mother, my sister and
myself. The funeral took place  עֶ ֶרב יוֹם כִׁ פוּרin

the midst of a driving rainstorm. How
comforting it was for me, a young boy, to see
the  ר ֹאשׁ י ְִׁשׁיבָ הthere! Strangely, when the
assembled entered the funeral home to hear
the eulogies, the  ר ֹאשׁ י ְִׁשׁיבָ הremained outside
in the rain. I recall to this day the comfort I
experienced as I looked out the window of the
chapel and saw the … ר ֹאשׁ י ְִׁשׁיבָ ה
“After relating this to the ר ֹאשׁ י ְִׁשׁיבָ ה, I
asked him why he had stood outside in such
inclement weather throughout the funeral. He
replied, ‘I did not know your father, but when I
heard that a young man had passed away
leaving behind a young widow and 2 children, I
felt it correct to attend the funeral. However
since I did not know the family personally, I was
reluctant to enter the chapel, lest my presence

 Every תּוֹרה
ָ ַ ְק ִריאַת הis a miniature תּוֹרה
ָ ַ ַקבָ לַ ת הand there

Halacha

Corner

- ִה ְלכווֹת ְק ִר ַיאת ַה תּת ָווֹרה
ְ תּב ִענְ יָן ַק ָ תּב ַלת ַה תּת ָווֹרה

must be 3 people at the  בִ ימָ הrepresenting ד׳,  מֺשֶׁ ה ַרבֵּ ינוּand
יִש ָר ֵּאל
ְ כְ ַלל. The  גַבַ איrepresents  ד׳as he calls people to come

be seen as an intrusion and cause them
discomfort.’”
My ת ְל ִׁמיד,
ַ similar to י ְִׁתרוֹ, the ר ֹאשׁ
“ י ְִׁשׁיבָ הheard” about a situation, reacted and
was ultimately rewarded. He could have found
seemingly logical excuses; his extremely busy
schedule on עֶ ֶרב יוֹם כִׁ פוּר, a funeral for a family
he did not know, torrential rain, a family that
might feel uncomfortable in his presence, and
possibly more. While we may have “good”
reasons, every opportunity should be seen as
’דs path for reward, and we can learn from the
 ר ֹאשׁ י ְִׁשׁיבָ הto think before pushing away an
opportunity!
!י ְִׁהי זִׁ כְ רוֹ בָ רוְּך
בי ְִׁדידוּת,
ְ
Your ֶר ִׁבי
Story adapted from The Manchester Rosh Yeshivah (with permission from ArtScroll)

up and accept the תּוֹרה.
ָ
The קוֹרא
ֵּ  בַ עַ לrepresents מֺשֶׁ ה ַרבֵּ ינוּ
as he reads the תּוֹרה
ָ to the people. The  עוֹלֶׁהrepresents כְ לַל
 י ְִש ָר ֵּאלas he accepts the תּוֹרה
ָ for the people.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הלָכוֹת,
ֲ it is important to consider these  ֲהלָכוֹתin the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

The 5th Annual Pirchei í"í  שובבי"םContest

This is the fifth week of the eight weeks of the 5th International  שׁוֹבְ בִ י״ם ת״תcontest. It is not too late to become a part of this amazing קדּוּשׁ ד׳.
ִ Simply
send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email to thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com signed by a parent – include your grade, name, school, city, state, contact and fax #,
and which פָּ ָּר ָּשה. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a beautiful set of מ ְק ָראוֹת גְּ דוֹלוֹת חוּמָ ִשׁים.
ִ Below are the current contestants:
Grade 1 – Avraham Baraka, Yitzchok Baraka, Avraham Tebele; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Elimelech Fogel; Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Moshe A Gelfand; Yeshiva Tiferes
Elimelech; Eliyahu Levi Allakhverdov; Ashi Bistricer, Shlomo Botknecht, Menachem Danziger, Nosson Zvi Daimond, Aryeh Davis, Baruch Deutsch, Avromi Drillick,
Binyomin Elkon, Simcha Feder, Reuven Ferziger, Yosef Shalom Fireworker, Yosef Finkelstein, Yona Fischer, Shalom Friedman, Yitzchok Friedman, Dovid Yechiel
Ghershenzon, Meir Ghershenzon, Moshe Herbstman, Avi Idler, Zvi Aaron Koff, Avi Korinsky, Aryeh Leib Landsberg, Uriel Lasry, Shai Ledereich, Tzvi Yehuda Lederer,
Moshe Leshem, Sender Leshkowitz, Eliyahu Dovid Levy, Dovi Lewin, Binyomin Milstein, Yaakov Yosef Moradi, Shlomo Ridiker, Yehuda Rosenzweig, Dovi Shain, Yehuda
Silberberg, Eliyahu Warman, Yaakov Weiss, Noam Weisel, Izzy Weissman, Shimon Yukhanov; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Mishael Mordechai Gantz; Yeshiva
Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Chaim Yitzchok Levy; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yaakov Zakheim; Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; Chaim Yeshaya Peker; Yeshiva Toras Zev;
Pinchos Pinter; Yeshiva Damesek Eliezer; Lakewood, NJ; Yaakov Eliyahu Neiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Meir Nockenofsky,
Menachem Mendel Smith; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avi Scherer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH.
Grade 2 – Moshe Amshalem, Shmuel Amshalem, Aviel Bazargan, Noam Brown, Matis Burstein, Yitzchak Gelb, Menachem Shalom Gottesman, Daniel Leichuk, Kalmy
Obermeister, Chaim Yaakov Stern, Shmuel Weiss; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Avraham Haber, Moshe Lagnado, Yoshiyahu Mograby, Moshe Weiss; Yeshivat Ateret Torah;
Emanuel Babazadeh, Menachem Breuer, Yoel Boruch Czeisler, Efraim Fireworker, Avi Goldburd, Yissochor Berish Gross, Orie Joudai, Asher Katz, Shlomo Dov Kelman,
Efraim Khaimov, Moshe Klein, Tzvi Landau, Azriel Laufer, Shmuel Lebovits, Shmuel Leshkowitz, Moshe Mandelman, Binyamin Minzer, Yehuda Ridiker, Ahron Meir
Safier, Eliyahu Meir Schilit, Yoseph Shafer, Nosson Eliyahu Teller, Shmuel Weingarten, Hillel Werzberger, Daniel Shlomo Yifat; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY;
Pinchas Becker; Yeshiva Darchei Torah, Far Rockaway, NY; Amrom Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Shneur Aronovitch; Yeshiva Ketana of Queens;
Flushing, NY; Shmuel Khaver; Talmudical Academy; Baltimore, MD; Shmuel Uziel Feifer, Yisroel Moshe Weinberg; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Pinny
Adlerstein, Yehudah Ceder, Shlomo Nosson Fishleder, Naftali Geldman, Aharon Jaspan, Yehoshua Mann, Avi Segal; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.
Grade 3 – Mordechai Nass, Chaim Yishaya Sussman, Naftali Wrotzlovsky; The Cheder; Yehoshua Berger, Adam Davydov, Eitan Ganchrow, Boruch Goldfein, Tzvi
Simcha Harmen, Yehoshuah Katz, Dani Kertzner, Azriel Meir Malek, Yonah Moster, Rafi Mostofsky, Eliyahu Meir Simon; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Eliyahu Nakash;
Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Yisroel Kaplan; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Binyomin Greenberg; Yeshiva Torah Temimah;
Chaim Aschendorf, Chaim Bash, Efrayim Cohn, Moshe Cywiak, Nossi Finkelstein, Simcha Fireworker, Binyomin Zev Florans, Avi Grossberger, Aharon Horowitz, Aharon
Itzkowitz, Shalom Kelman, Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Effie Neuman, Avrohom Aharon Perl, Aryeh Pollak, Chagai Saadon, Yitzchak
Schlaff, Avrohom Silbert, Mordechai Slomovics, Dovid Tessler, Aaron Avrohom Vaiselberg, Nesanel Chaim Vaiselberg, Avi Weiss, Moshe Werzberger, Dovi Worenklein,
Nosson Meir Yaiche; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Pinchas Becker; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Levi Berkowitz; Fallsburg Cheder School;
Fallsburg, NY; Yaakov Zev Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Avi Abramson, Yitzchok Attar, Yakov Belsky, Avrohom Shmuel Edelman, Mordechai Esrig, Yehuda
Garfunkel, Yaakov Chaim Goldman, Yaakov Morgenstern, Zev Portnoy; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Moshe Lasar; Yeshiva Shaarei Tzion; Edison, NJ;
Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Yaakov Yisroel Peker; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Dovid Barkin, Shloimy Birnbaum, Tzvi Yehuda Eisen, Binyomin Zev Friedman,
Noach Globerman, Eliyohu Goldberg, Shmuel Metzger, Yaakov Reuven Ort; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Zorach Feder; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Refoel
Smith; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Yehuda Zev Markowitz; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.
Grade 4 – Moshe Dahan, Yehuda Obermeister, Zev Yankovich, Moishe Zimmerman; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Aharon Taibi; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Noach Shain; Yeshiva
Ketana of Bensonhurst; Moshe Ariel, Shmuel Eliezer Baumann, Moshe Bentzion Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, Yudi Breuer, Shlomo Czeiler, Yechezkel Drillick, Yisrael Drillick,
Mayer Farkas, Shimi Fireworker, Aaron Fried, Yisrael Yehuda Haas, Noach Hammer, Mendy Herbstman, Shmuel Hirsch, Aharon Horowitz, Isser Zalmen Itzkowitz,
Nosson Tzvi Kamins, Dovi Katz, Zisha Katzenstein, Yechiel Ledereich, Zevi Leshkowitz, Avrohom Zev Levitin, Dovy Levy, Akiva Lieberman, Mordechai Neuman, Ahron
Oberlander, Avrohom Mordechai Paneth, Yaakov Paneth, Dovid Rubenstein, Yisroel Silberberg, Moshe Yehoshua Stern, Yaacov Weiss, Sruli Yifat; Yeshiva Torah
Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Motti Berkowitz, Mordechai Edelson, Avrohom Felder, Elimelech G. Hendler, Yehuda Leib Kalatsky, Yossi Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School,
Fallsburg, NY; Moshe Dovid Berger; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Shauli Brandman, Eli Cohen, Feivel Cohen, Binyomin Dafner, Shmuel Hollander, Noam
Nudell, Avi Lubowsky, Aron Tzvi Papoff, Simcha Perlman, Zevy Pinkus, Moshe Reiss, Moshe Wolf, Meir Zucker; Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Elimelech Friedman,
Yehuda Grunwald, Gavriel Mirkin, Simcha Neuberger; Yeshivas Chofeitz Chaim; Avrohom Alter, Dovi Feldman, Binyamin Kroll, Moishe Rosen; Yeshivas Kochav
Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Tzvi Aryeh Altschuller, Shmuel Dovid Friedman, Mordechai Shlomo Smith; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Yosef Yitzchok Baras, Shragi
Mann, Dovid Simcha Pfeffer, Aaron Pressman, Yossi Scherer, Azriel Singer, Chaim Weinrib; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Yossi Dessler, Azaria Feldman,
Mayer Gancz, Dovid Goldman, Shlomo Goldstein, Yishai Wolf; Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Chaim Feifer, Meir Klugmann; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH;
Yisroel Leibowitz; Hillel Academy; Pittsburgh, PA; David Nacman Robinov, Lev Shalom Sagal, Naftali Skaist; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX; Shimon Ehrentrau; Kesser
Torah; Gateshead, UK.
Grade 5 – Meir Nass; The Cheder; Avi Getter, Shalom Katz, Dovi Lerner, Zevi Melcer, Yakov Asher Moster, Tzvi Muller; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Boruch Kaplan; Yeshiva
Karlin Stolin; Yehuda Goldstein, Eliyohu Helberg; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Shmuel Dovid Anflick, Menachem Mendel Berniker, Yehuda Geller, Moshe Shmuel
Guttman, Ari Korsinsky, Yaacov Yehuda Kramer, Yerachmiel Lasker, Dov Levy, Dovi Mendelovitz, Yakov Perl, Yosef Menachem Smith, Moshe Yehoshua Stern, Dovi
Werner, Shmuel Werzberger; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Tzvi Jurkansky, Yisroel Moskovitz; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Shmuel Alexander
Eichenstein, Ahron Hirsch, Avraham Katz, Azriel Musman, Zecharia Oratz, Meir Moshe Sinaei; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Elazar Freedman; Cincinnati
Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Shimon Belsky, Yisroel Friedman, Aryeh Leib Hunger, Shmuel Dovid Katz, Yechiel Aryeh Klugmann, Yaakov Moshe Margulies, Aaron
Paperman, Eliyahu Meir Rappaport, Moshe Chaim Rechanik, Moshe Rokowsky, Mayer Zelig Simon, Yehuda Leib Solomon, Yosef Sommer, Menachem Wainbrand, Tzvi
Wenger; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Chananel Abrams; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.
Grade 6 – Boruch Leib Leiser; The Cheder; Avraham Netanel; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Azaria Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Eli Weichselbaum; Yeshivat
Ateret Torah; Daniel Suval; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Adiel Duchovny, Aryeh Fingerer, Shmuel Frank, Yitzchok Herskovich, Zev Katz, Ami Ledereich, Shuli Lowy, Yitzy
Merav, Refael Oberlander, Yoni Solomon; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Nachie Berger; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yehuda Schwartz; Yeshiva
Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Shloimy Weber; Yeshiva RJJ; Staten Island, NY; Elazar Moridian; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Eliezer Cohen, Ezra Kassin;
Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Shmuel Frank, Yechezkel Yehuda; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Chesky Chomsky; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Schustal; Yeshiva Toras Zev;
Lakewood, NJ; Henoch Yakov Scherer, Yonason Singer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Simcha Levovitz, Moshe Rozen; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland,
OH; Dov Gothelf; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.
Grade 7 – Yaakov Shalom Adler, Shmaryahu Yosef Bandman, Yishaya Chaim Bar Dea, Eliyahu Borenstein, Yosef Eisen, Nesanel Eisenberg, Aryeh Feder, Eliyahu
Friedman, Shimon Kalazan, Yaakov Kaplan, Elazar Katz, Meir Liazadeh, Eliezer Dovid Lieberman, Yechiel Pesach Michaeli, Eliezer Nelkenbaum; Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana;
Mordechai Kaplan, Eliyahu Nass; The Cheder; Menachem Manis Lang; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yaakov Ezra Meller; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Binyomin Zev
Helberg; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Yosef Greenberg; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Shlomo Methal; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yehoshua
Garry; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore, MD; Shlomo Goldstein, Shalom Karr, Dovid Aryeh Rappaport; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Yaakov Berelowitz;
Hillel Academy; Pittsburgh, PA; Ahron Shlomo Davis, Yisroel Pearlman, Moishie Sinason, Eli Spitzer; Mechina; Gateshead, UK.
Grade 8 – Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Moshe Levy, Yitzchok Lew, Eliezer Abba Meller; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Mayer Ozer Greenberg;
Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Meir Kassin; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yaakov Mordechai Dworkin; Yeshiva Shaga Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Bentzion
Shacham; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Yehoshua Bodenstein, Nochum Tzvi Cohen, Aryeh Tzvi Dowek, Chaim Fleischer, Moshe Ahron Gruen, Noach Kirzner,
Zevy Klein, Yaakov Kohn, Yehuda Manevich, Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Meir Sonnenschein; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH.
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Learning from our Leaders
R’ Chaim Berlin’s beautiful voice
would break into tears when reading
a certain posuk in Shir hashirim…

Reb Aryeh Leib Levin once asked
his Rebbe for an explanation…

Behold, you
are beautiful, my
beloved, behold you
are beautiful. Your
eyes are those of
doves… Sob! Sob!

Reb Aryeh, I was
once a rov in Moscow
and a secular Jew
once came with an
unusual request…

After the clandestine bris I asked the
man to report back on the third day…
My precious son,
it’s so beautiful to
see how you are so
moser nefesh to
perform a bris.

Sob! Rabbi, I know. I
realize that I have moved
far away from my yiddishe
home. I don’t know if I’ll
ever be able to do a full
teshuva, but my son…

בס״ד

Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America
Rabbi, I
live in a totally
dangerous and nonJewish Area. I need
the Rabbi to perform
a bris. Nobody must
know!

The man began crying uncontrollably…

…he won’t even grow up in
a Jewish home! When he gets
older, he may become interested
in Yiddishkeit. I just don’t want
anything to hold him back!

Rav Chaim continued with tears in his eyes…

Reb Aryeh, Chazal explain the
repetition of, “You are beautiful” by
saying that the first one is before
the sin, and the second one refers to
after the sin. But what is the beauty
after the sin?...

…the answer is found with this
story. The next words are, “Your
eyes are those of doves.” A flying
dove constantly checks for markers
how to get back home. A Jew however
far he flies from ‘Home’ thinks the
same way!

R' Chaim Berlin  זַצַ ״לwas born in Volozhin to תלִ י צְ בִ י יְהוּדָּ ה
ָּ ְ( ר׳ נַפthe  )נְצִ יבand רײֵ נָּה בַ ְתיָּה. He learned under
his father in his youth. In 1847 he married קה
ָּ ְ ִרבZeitlin. In 1865, he was appointed  אַב בֵ ית ִדיןof Moscow.
In 1889, he returned to Volozhin, to serve as  ראַבַ ״דand also as ְשׁיבָּ ה
ִ ר ֹאשׁ י, alongside R' Chaim Brisker
 זַצַ ״לuntil the  ְי ִשׁיבָּ הwas forced to close in 1892. He then served as  ָּרבin Kobrin until 1897. He then
served as  ָּרבin Elizavetgrad. After the ירה
ָּ  פְ ִטof the אַד ֶרת
ֶ (אוֹמים זַצַ ״ל
ִ ר׳ ֵאלִ יָּהוּ דָּ וִ ד ַרבִ נוֹבִ יץ ְת, 1905), at the
request of R' Shmuel Salant זַצַ ״ל, he joined the אַשׁכְ נַזִ ית
ְ  עֵ דָּ ה הַ חֲ ֵר ִדית ָּהin יְרוּשָּׁ ַל ִים. After R' Shmuel’s ירה
ָּ פְ ִט
in 1909, R' Chaim was appointed  ראַבַ ״דof ל ִים
ַ ָּיְרוּשׁ. He also headed the בִ קּוּר חוֹלִים, תוֹרה
ָּ  ַתלְמוּד, ְי ִשׁיבַ ת עֵ ץ
חַ יִים,  צְ דָּ ָּקהdistribution, and more. יאַד ֶלר
ְ  ר׳ בֶ נְצִ יוֹןwrote, “He had an unusual kind heart… established
several קה
ָּ ָּמוֹסדוֹת צְ ד
ְ … A פוֹסק
ֵ that had unusual clarity… well versed in the שו״ת,  ִראשׁוֹנִים, and  אַחֲ רוֹנִיםon
the subject at hand… I testify to his great part in repairing the observance of אָרץ
ֶ ָּ ”… ִמצְ וֹת הַ ְתלוּיוֹת בHis
major extensive writings (ִשׁמַ ת חַ יִ ים
ְ  סֵ פֶר נamong others) were published long after his ירה
ָּ פְ ִט.
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