
 

 

May 9, 2022 
 
Commissioner Betty A. Rosa 
State Education Department 
89 Washington Avenue 
Albany, New York 12234 
 
COMMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED RULE ID# EDU-13-22-00025 
 
Dear Commissioner Rosa: 
 
As both licensed mental health professionals and yeshiva graduates, we wish to comment 
on the proposed revised guidelines and share our positive collective experience with 
yeshiva education. 
 
The narrative that yeshiva education is inadequate for professional success is simply not 
true; our education enabled us to successfully complete college and graduate school, and 
for some of us, doctoral level training.  Our experience has been that general studies at a 
high level are indeed taught in our yeshivas. Further, Judaic studies are not a mere 
distraction from education as portrayed by the new guidelines. On the contrary, skills 
learned in Judaic studies have directly contributed to our academic success, including but 
not limited to ability to analyze text-based documents, linguistic skills from learning two 
or more second languages, writing skills, logical reasoning, legal process, Jewish history 
and civics, and more. This is in addition to the ethical and moral framework they imbue: 
if you need a tire changed, emergency medical care, a donation, a hot meal, a monetary 
loan, professional mentoring, a referral, or a place to sleep — our flourishing network of 
volunteer social service organizations provide all this and more, a direct outgrowth of the 
unique value system taught in yeshivas. Similarly, critical soft skills such as self-
discipline, value for education, independent study skills, initiative, problem-solving, and 
studiousness are nurtured and developed by the unique education of yeshivas.  These 
academic, spiritual, and developmental gains are cherished by our community and our 
greatest wish is to gift them to our children; but sadly the proposed evaluation criteria do 
not credit any academic value to the rigorous Judaic studies. 
 
An additional complication to the proposed guidelines is that they grant evaluating and 
licensing power to bodies who are not equipped linguistically or culturally 
to  comprehend what is being taught in the schools.  This can result in inaccurate 
assessment of the actual value of the education being offered, as well as potential 
recommendations for culturally incompatible or undesired ancillary subjects to be 
taught.  Related to this are concerns that granting excessive power to local school boards 
leaves the community subject to the whims of individuals who may have specific 
agendas. 
 



 

 

Further, as mental health professionals who serve the Orthodox Jewish community and 
who are compliant with mandated reporting laws, we reject the claim that parents who 
place their children in yeshivas that do not meet the proposed criteria are neglecting the 
welfare of their children. The vast majority of parents in our community are devoted to 
the education and wellbeing of their children, and the proposal to consider them negligent 
for exercising freedom of religion and placing their children in schools that reflect their 
values is surprising and inappropriate.  Children in yeshivas attend a rigorous educational 
framework daily and the guidelines should not carry the threat of declaring these serious 
students truant. 
 
In summary, professional codes of ethics for mental health practitioners emphasize 
respect for diversity and for cultural values of minorities. We urge you to do the same by 
considering the many strengths that are unique to yeshiva education rather than seeking 
to replicate the public-school experience, which those in our community have not chosen 
for their children, often at great financial sacrifice. We hope that you will adopt policies 
that are respectful to the values of our community, recognize the academic value of our 
educational model, and emphasize collaboration and mutual respect rather than 
enforcement and coercion. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Adler, PsyD 
Meir Atkin, PsyD 
Aryeh Berlin, PsyD 
Aviva Biberfeld, PsyD 
Martha Bockian, PhD 
William Brown, PhD 
Ezra Cowan, PsyD 
Jane Domb, MD 
Jacob L. Freedman, MD 
Shoshana Friedman, PsyD 
Ruchama Fund, PhD 
Talia Hindin, PsyD 
Hannah Hoch, PhD, BCBA-D 
Rebecca Holczer, PsyD 
Chaya Lieba Kobernick, PsyD 
Elyssa Kushner, PsyD 
Michael Simcha Lax, PsyD 
Rachel Lowinger, PhD 
Samuel D. Mandelman, PhD 
Eliyahu D. Melen, PhD 
Charles Chaim Neuhoff, PhD 
Perella Perlstein, PsyD 
Yosef Posy, PsyD 
Naomi Press, PhD 



 

 

Yosef Reich, PsyD 
Chaya Rubin, PhD 
Yossi Shafer, PhD 
Benzion Sorotzkin, PsyD 
Meir Spinner, MD 
Daniel Stern, PsyD 
Edwin Susskind, PhD 
Benzion Twerski, PhD 
Suzanne F. Zakheim, PhD 
Steven Zimmerman, PsyD 
 
* 
 
Aviva Abish, MFT 
Sara Abramczyk, LSW 
Yehoshua Anteby, LCSW 
Avital (Tali) Arieff, LCSW 
Gelly Asovski, LCSW-R, RPT-S 
Shimen Asovski, LMSW 
Ariella Babad, LCSW-R 
Gershon Basch, LCSW 
Rivkah Bauman, LCSW 
Shia Beck, MHC-LP 
David Becker, LCSW 
Devora Beller, LCSW-R 
Shoshana Benoliel, LCSW 
Ali Benyaminov, LCSW-C 
Malky Berger, LCSW 
Rachel Berger, LCSW 
Yosef C. Berman, CMHC 
Rivky Bertram, LCSW 
Esty Bineth, MSEd, LSW 
Aviva Birnbaum, LCSW 
Mendel Blau, LCSW 
Sonja Bloch, LCSW-R 
Chaya Blumenberg, LMSW 
Mindy Blumenfeld, LCSW 
Shira Bromberg, LPC 
Yehuda Bromberg, LMSW 
Yakov Buxbaum, LCSW 
Linda Chabbott, LCSW 
Nachman Chopp, LCSW 
Abba Cohen, LMHC 
Sonny Cohen, LCSW 
Andrew Cukier, Mental Health Counselor 
Dovid Cynamon, LMSW 



 

 

Jeffrey Davidson, MSW, LCSW-C, LICSW 
Chanan Davis, LMFT 
Ezriel Deutsch, LMSW 
Natana Deutsch Grosberg, LMHC 
Miriam Diskind, Licensed Social Worker 
Chaya Drach, LMSW 
Doniel Drandoff, LMFT 
Hilary C. (Chaya) Drucker, MSW, LCSW, ACSW 
Menachem Dubovick, LCSW 
Benjamin Dunner, LMHC 
Yeruchom Edelson, MHC-LP 
Mendel Eichenstein, LMHC 
Louis Ellis, MSW, LISW-S 
Bruchy Endzweig, MHC-LP 
Esther Erani, LMSW 
Elchanan Erlanger, LCSW 
Elimelech Fasten, LMSW 
Nechie Feigenbaum, LCSW 
Abraham Feuer, LMSW 
Aharon Fink, LMSW 
Eli Fischer, LMHC 
M. Fisher, LMSW 
Yeshaya Fishman, LCSW 
Jay Fleischer, LMSW 
Joshua Fleisher, LCSW 
Yosef Flohr, LMSW 
Devora Follman, LCSW 
Shira Francis, LMFT 
Noam Frankel, LCSW 
Naomi L. Franklin, LCSW-R 
Tovah Freedman, LCSW 
Yitzchok A. Freid, LCSW 
Brocha Fried, LMSW 
Chaim Fried, LCSW 
Moshe Fried, LCSW 
Aaron Friedman, LSW 
Rachel Friedman, LMSW 
Tzvi Friedman, LAC 
Yocheved Friedman, LMSW 
Julia Ganchrow, MSEd, NCSP 
Doniel Moshe Gelbfish, LCSW 
Oshrah Gelbfish, LMSW 
Moses Gelfand, LCSW 
Ellen Gendelman, MS, LPC, ACS 
Chana Gerstel, LPC, MS 
Miriam Gewirtzman, LCSW 



 

 

Chaya Sarah Ghoori, LCSW 
Malka Glucksman, LCSW 
Devorah Goldman, LCSW-R 
Rivky Goldman, LMHC 
Mirel Goldstein, MA, LPC 
Sara Golombeck, LMSW 
Goldy Gorelick, LCSW 
David J Greene, LCSW 
Meyer Greenfeld, LMSW 
Nathan Greenfeld, LCSW 
Chaya Gross, LMHC 
Bentzion Gruber, LMSW, CASAC 
Bassie Gugenheim, LCSW 
Dovid L. Halon, LMSW, MSEd 
Batsheva Harari Raful, LCSW 
Joshua Hecht, LCSW 
Miriam Helfgott, LMSW 
Raphael Hess, LCSW 
Rachel Horovitz, LMSW 
Tova Horowicz, LCSW 
Jay Horowitz, LCSW 
Miriam Horowitz, LCSW 
Sarah Hurwitz, LCSW 
Mordechai Jacobs, LCSW 
Bela Kahan, LMSW 
Yael Kahan, LCSW 
Gitty Kahn, LMSW 
Michael Kahn, MLS, LMSW, CASAC-T 
Sarah Merav Kaisman, LPC 
Shoshana L. Kanarek, LSW, MSW 
Eli Kaufman, LCSW 
Solomon Kernkraut, LCSW 
Malkie Kessler, LMSW 
Rivka Kessler, RP 
Shayna King, LMSW 
Shmaria Kirzner, LMHC 
Osher Klahr, MHC, NCC, MSCC 
Abraham Klein, LMSW 
Cirel Klein, LMSW 
Jacob Klein, LMHC 
Libby Klein, LCSW 
Bruria Kleinman, LCSW 
Joel Kleinman, LCSW 
Avraham Chaim Knobel, LMSW 
Zalman Kotzen, LCSW 
David Krakowski, LMSW 



 

 

Dovid Kram, LMHC 
Yeshaya Kraus, LCSW, MSW, SIFI 
Chanoch Krohn, LCSW 
Temima Kupfer, LCSW 
Joseph Kurant, LMSW 
Moshe (Leonard) Kushner, LCSW 
Malky Landau, LCSW 
Gabriella Landman, LCSW 
Shalom Lane, LMSW 
Joseph H. Lax, LCSW 
Yossi Lebovic, LMSW 
Danie S. Lebovits, LMSW 
Asher Simcha Lebowicz, LCSW 
Alexander Leffler, LCSW 
Avi (Abraham) Lehrer, LCSW 
Ahuva Leiman, LMSW, CASAC-T 
Sterna Lerman, LCSW 
Nechama R. Levin, LMSW 
Basha Levine, LPC 
Tzipora Levy, LCSW-R 
Dovid Lichtenstadter, MHC 
Michael Lieber, LCSW 
Shifi Lieberman, LMFT 
Ruth Lipsett, LCSW 
Yecheskel Lunger, LCSW 
Yehuda Mandel, LCSW 
Ruthy Manopla, LMSW 
Deborah Marchuck, LCSW 
Chana Mark, LCSW 
Anna Mayerfeld, LSW 
Yisroel Menczer, LMSW 
Rochel T. Mendlowitz, LCSW 
Rubin Mendlowitz, LCSW 
Adina Metchik, LMSW 
Matisyahu Miller, LCSW 
Eden Mitrany, LMSW 
Leba Morgenstern, LMHC 
Shlomo Moskovits, LCSW, LCADC 
Shulem Moskowitz, LMSW 
Shira Natanov, MHC-P 
Esther Nekritz, MSEd, LCSW 
Aharon Neuberger, LMSW 
Mordechai Neuman, LCSW 
Dahlia Niman, LMSW 
Leeba Nockenofsky, MHC-LP, CASAC-T 
Tzippora Nockenofsky, MHC 



 

 

Mindy Noe, LCSW 
Binyamin Nussbaum, LSW 
Levi Oberlander, LCSW 
Aaron Orlander, LCSW 
Rivki Pelberg, LCSW 
Isaac Perlstein, LMSW 
Elana Leah Pesah, LMSW, MPP 
Marilyn Pilicer, LCSW 
Gary Plotkin, LCSW 
Eliezer Plumer, LSW 
Zinaida Polishchuk, MA, LMHC 
Vivienne Primack, MSc 
Eddie Rahmey, LMHC 
Alexander Rand, LCSW 
Levi Rapoport, LMHC 
Nechama Reiser, LCSW 
Asher Reiss, LMSW 
Henya A. Rennert-Blatter, LPC 
Simcha Ribowsky, LCSW-R 
Elyan Rosenbaum, LMHC, NCC 
Alexander Rosenberg, LAC 
Riki Rosenberg, LMSW 
Sarah Rosenthal, LMSW 
Miriam Rothken, LCSW 
Rochel Esther Rozwaski, LCSW 
Rochelle Sachs, LCSW 
Shayna Safran, LMFT 
Rochel Sandhaus, LMSW 
Ruth Saperstein, MSW, LCSW 
Adam Schachar, LCSW (PhD Candidate) 
Efraim Schachter, LCSW 
Leah Schechter, LMSW 
Menachem Schepansky, LCSW 
Cheryl Schick, LCSW 
Marla Schick, LCSW 
Ruth Schiff, LCSW 
Yaakov Schiff, LCSW 
Tzipora Schiffer, LMSW 
Tzippy Schiller, FNP, PMHNP 
Toby Schlafrig, LMSW 
Zisi Schleider, MA, Child and Adolescent Psychotherapist 
Menachem Schonbuch, MHC 
Lazer Leonard Schwarcz, LCSW 
Isaac Schwartz, LCSW 
Tzipora Schwartz, LMSW 
Benjamin Segall, LCSW 



 

 

Moshe Sender, LMHC 
Malky Shaulson, LCSW 
Samuel Sheiner, LMSW 
Chana Sherman, LMFT, LCAT 
Ruth Silverberg, LMHC 
Aaron Silverman, LMSW 
Ahuva Smilowitz, LLMSW 
Nechama Sochet, MEd, LSW 
Rivka B. Sofer, LMSW, SLP-CCC 
Yeta Solomon, LCSW 
Isaac Sommer, LISW 
Aryeh Sorotzkin, LCSW 
Rachel Spiegel, LCSW 
Nahum Spirn, MHC 
Miriam Spitzer, LMSW 
Golda Srebro, LCSW 
Jacob Stauber, LCSW 
Rochel Sternheim, LCSW 
Chaya Shaindy Sternhill, LCSW 
Shaindy Stiel, LMHC 
Shaindy Stiel, LMHC 
Bella Strum, Clinical Mental Health Counselor 
Esther Teitelbaum, LMSW 
Yisroel Teitelbaum, LCSW 
Efrat Turk, LMHC 
Moshe Yehuda Turner, LCSW 
Bunim Twerski, LCSW 
Chaya Twerski, MS, CCC-SLP 
Moshe Y. Twerski, LCSW 
Robert Wachsler, LMSW and Registered SW Psychotherapist 
Aryeh Wadler, LCSW 
Michael Wax, LMSW 
Rifka Weber, LCSW 
Blima Weinbaum, LMSW, CASAC 
Gitty Weinbaum, LMHC 
Berish Weinberger, LMSW 
Martin Weinberger, LCSW 
Eli Weinreb, LMSW 
Feiga Weinstock, LMSW 
Martin Weiss, LCSW 
Chana B. Weitz, LCSW 
Mindi Werblowsky, LCSW 
Aryeh Leib Wiederkehr, LCSW 
Eli Willner, LLMSW 
Nechama Willner, LCSW 
Rochel Willner, LMHC 



 

 

Binyomin Wolff, LMHC 
Eliyohu Wolff, LICSW 
Leah Wolin, LMSW 
Betzalel Wollf, Registered Psychotherapist 
Frayde Yudkowsky, LSW, LMSW, CCTP 
Sarah Zabrowsky, LMSW 
Judah Zellermaier, LCSW 
Zissy Zellermaier, LMSW 
Miriam Zelman, MHC 
David Zentman, LMSW 
Aryeh Leib Ziskind, LCMH 
Goldie Zonszajn, LCSW, RPT 
Shmuel Zuckerman, MEd, BCC, LCSW, Rabbi 
Rachel Zwick, MS, CCC-SLP 
 
* 
 
Solomon Berkovitz, MSW 
Chananya Berman, MSW 
Eli Breiner, MSW 
Moshe N. Brodt, SWI 
Judith Brun, MSW 
Chanita Cassell, MSW 
Abby Delouya, BA, BEd, RMFT 
Eli Drezdner, MSW 
Dina Elberg, MSEd 
Dovid Elefant, MS (Clinical Counseling) 
Yochanan Eskenazi, MSW intern 
Y.L. Fayershteyn, MS (Clinical Counseling) student 
Leiby Feder, MSW 
Netanel Frankenthal, (Educational Psychology) 
Elimelech Friedman, MSW intern 
Tzurtel Goldberger, MSW 
Shalom Goldring, MSEd 
Shulim Goldring, MSEd 
Ariel Greenberg, MA 
Orly Gross, MS 
Elizabeth Gruman, MSW 
Yisroel Hirsh, MSW student 
Eli Jacobson, MSW 
Rochie Korolitzky, MA 
Atara Malach, MA (Psychology), PCC 
Michael Mantel, SWI 
Ethan Metzger, MA (Clinical Psychology) 
N.Y. Miller, MSW 
Aharon Neuberger, MSW 



 

 

Faigy Neuman, MSW, CPC 
Yehudah Neuman, MSW 
Shirley Perry, MA (Music Therapy) 
David Ringel, MSW 
Fay Schwarcz, SPED 
Brocha Barbara Silverstein, IMAC 
Rena Sorotzkin, MSW 
Jeremy Stern, MSW 
C. B. Taub, MSW 
Chaim Tuchinsky, MSW 
Zissel Tyberg, SWI 
Chaya Wiederkehr, MEd 
Allan Wiesel, MSW 
Rabbi Eliezer Wolbe, MS (Clinical Counseling) 
Vivian Woldiger, MSW 
Miriam Yarmark, MSW 


