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Agudatli Israel and
The Religion) Bloc
The following is an adaptation of an address delivered
by RABB£ YITZCHOK MAIR LEWIN, President of the
International Executive of the Agudath Israel World .
Organization, stating the position of Agudath Israel ·
in its campaign in the forthcoming elections in IsraeL
IN A SHORT TIME THE ELECTIONS TO THE KNESSET AND

to local governmental councils will take place; events
which should give us pause for reflection as to our
· present status, and the real issues in the campaign. · · ·
We come to the Israeli electorate with the same
purpose which stimulated Gedolei Yisroel to found
Agudath Israel: to oppose all efforts to build a Jewish
people without its true essence, and to proclaim the
absurdity of a Jewish people without Torah.
It is hardly necessary to repeat that the founders of ·
Agudath Israel and every Agudist wherever he may be,
were and are inextricably tied to Eretz Yisroel. Every
act, every deed on behalf of Bretz Yisroel is to us a
sacred obligation; yet we differ with others who cherish
the Land, in our belief that the Jewish people is a
Chosen People, the People of G-d, a Holy People; that
the Land of Israel is a Holy Land, and that the Al- ·
mighty and His Torah are the essence of our People
and of the Land. With this essence we can rise to the
greatest heights . .. without it we descend to the depths.
In every period of Jewish history there were individuals who severed their relationship with our people;
there were even segments-large and small-in differ~
ent places, which cut themselves off from our people.
However, when a world-wide movement arose to remake the entire Jewish people without G-d and His
Torah, Agudath Israel arose and declared anew: There
can be no Jewish people without its soul.
For seventy years the Gedolei Yisroel together with
Agudath Israel debated those who differed with our
position; but since the establishment of the State, reality
has confirmed our position, confronted as we are with
a glaring paradox. On one hand the Land is being built;
growing and developing in many areas. Jews come to ·
our shores from all corners of the earth. Surrounded
on all sides by enemies who wish to destroy us, we
miraculously manage to survive.
On the other hand, among a substantial part of our
people, there is no substance, no common ideal, no .···

relibiious feeling. The decline of morality is spreading
into every area of human life; each day we hear of
dreadful events which bring shame to our people. Life
is becoming undisciplined and our youth are sinking
to the depths of immorality-with no evident restraining force. While only a small circle has as yet been
·
infected, this circle is constantly widening. ·

In the not-so-distant past, when masses of Jews were
not yet removed from Jewish values, it was impossible ..
that Jews should be capable of such conduct, of such
deeds that one does not care to enumerate. Today it
is possible since our youth is further and further· re.., ·
moved from the source; they hardly know the meaning
of being a Jew or the meaning of Judaism. As the
Sages tell us, "When Jews elevate themselves they can
reach the heavens; when they sink, they can touch
bottom." Were it not for the physical dangers which
face us, there would be nothing to rally us together as .
a people. These are the results of a people and a State
lacking their true essence, and founded only .on the ·
nationalism common to other peoples.
·· ·

The Parties in their True Light
The pre-election period offers us an opportunity to
see the various parties in their true light. What is it ·
that they are quarelling about? What are they saying
to each other? What have they to say about the essence
of our people? In the heat of a campaign, in the flood
of oratory, proclamations and statements, we find nothing new; no substance or reason. The same empty
words are repeated again; the same accusations h,urled
at each other.
·
All of the idols of party politics: nationalism, Socialism and Communism, which have failed their followers
among the nations, have failed even more miserably ·
among the Jewish people. Trying to emulate the goyim, Jewish nationalists have forgotten that we art> a singular
people not subject to the principles whicli guide the
· ·
destiny of the other nations.
We have recently witnessed splits and mergers among
the parties. The General Zionists merged with the
Progressives and then split; now H erut and the Liberals
have merged--causing a split among the Liberals;
Mapai has joined with Achdut Haavoda, and Mapai
itself has split. Yet, from all these machinations nothing
Qcron~R

.... · '

new emerges; the new alignment'> still mouth the same
platitudes and cliches.
Mapai, the strongest Zionist party, which sought to
create an amalgam of Zionism and Socialism and which
ha.<> been the ruling party since the founding of the
State, is now engaged in the most bitter and vicious
internal cofflict. Comrades who worked side-by-side
with each other now resort to the language of the gutter
to describe each other, without the slightest concerns
· of human decency.
David Ben Gurion, one of the founders of Mapai
and its leader, a founder of the State and its Prime
Minister for many years, has now dedicated himself
to the destruction of Mapai with a bitter vengeance.
And again, in all of the accusations and counter-accusations, one hears not a single constructive word; only
personal insinuations, vengeful statements and pettiness.

Harni to the State
All of this wrangling is immeasurably harmful to the
State. Modern states allocate large portions of their
national budget for explaining their postures to world
opinion, but it is dobtful that even a stepped-up budgetary allocation for creating favorable public opinion
could even partially undo the damage done to Israel's
image by the present inter-party sniping.
There are those in the world who believe that the
State of Israel is a passing fancy; an experiment which
will peter out sooner or later. The nations that have
supported us were convinced that the only oa<;is of
stability in the Middle East was Israel. Now they have
reason to doubt this as they contemplate the provincialism, the small-town politics of high-level officials
consumed with mutual hatred, and they have cause to
wonder about Israel's stability.
In the heat of political dispute, security matters are
openly discussed offering a field day to Arab intelligence officers. R evelation of delicate matters relating
to war-time activities has caused untold embarrassment
to the Jewish people and one can easily imagine the
terrible furor that this would create if it had been a
religious Jew who had been so indiscreet. Many are
beginning to question the wisdom of entrusting the
peace and security of the Land to leaders who have
demonstrated such irresponsibility.
While the various parties engage in this reckless
campaigning and mutual recrimination, they are all
in agreement when it comes to accusations leveled
against religious Jewry. They continue to speak of
"religious coercion" while they have themselves been
guilty of subverting religious immigrants, encouraging
missionary activity, and discriminating against workers
who observe Shabbos.
It should be clear to religious Jews that we are
engaged in a bitter struggle, the outcome of which will
determine whether there is to be a Jewish state in the
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authentic Jewish spirit, or a state void of this spirit-,
with all the tragic implications of such a state. The
results of the coming election will have much bearing
on this struggle and it is the duty of every Jew to aid
Agudath ls rael to achieve a strong representation of
the Torah Yishuv in the Knesset.
Certainly, at such a time our efforts should be concentrated against the candidates of the secular parties.
Yet I must react to the claims of the National Religious
Party (Mizrachi) which has chosen to capitalize on
the doctrine of a united religious bloc, and has told
religious Jewry that it was Agudath Israel alone that
was responsible for the failure to create a religious bloc
for "internal reas()ns."

Not a New Question
It is quite true that there have been some important
rabbinic leaders--especially in the Golah, who have
expres~ed themselves in favor of a united religious bloc,
and we can understand why they should want unity.
But the question of a united religious bloc is not a new
one. In the first Knesset there was a religious bloc in
which we invested a great deal of energy and while it
lasted it was a significant achievement. But on the eve
of the second election campaign representatives of both
religious parties sat in the home of the late Rabbi
Herzog ;"lT, together with the late Sadigoro Rebbe
1;":n, and ... Rabbi Kahaneman, the Ponoveizer Rav.
For <lays and nights on end they begged and cajoled .
but could not convince Hapoel Hamizrachi to agree
to a religious bloc.
Before the third Knesset, Agudath Israel, making a
number of concessions, signed an agreement with the
Mizrachi leader Mr. Moshe Shapiro for a religious bloc.
The day before the lists were to be formally presente?,
Agudah representatives waited until 2 :00 o'clock in
the morning when they were told that the agreement
was broken.
Why did a religious bloc suddenly become undesirable for Mizrachi? Agudath Israel was the pace-setter
in the religious bloc. When we entered the government
we informed them that if a single step were taken
which is against Torah, we would immediately step
out. Later, under Agudah urging, the late Mizrachi
leader Rabbi Nurock 1:i":itT, made a similar statement .··
to the government on behalf of the entire religious bloc.
Whenever a controversial issue arose, it was made
known to the public that the position of the religious
bloc would be determined by Daas Torah of the Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah and the Chief Rabbinate. As
long as the religious bloc existed, Agudath Israel stimulated strong positions which some Mizrachi leaders
would not ordinarily take.
This dominance by Daas Torah caused dL<>satisfaction in certain Mizrachi circles. fn the Lamifneh-faction
of Mizrachi a dispute arose as to the path to follow .·

in the event that there was a conflict between rabbinic
authority and "the needs of the State." When the "needs
of the State" position won out, Lamifneh could no
longer be subject to the discipline of the religious bloc which was based on the supremacy of Daas Torah, and
the religious bloc had to be destroyed. EvcntuaUy the
position that "the needs of the State" must overide
Daas Torah prevailed among most Mizrachi leaders.
This year, when Mizrachi officials began to speak of
a religious bloc for the current elections, Moshe Unah,
a top leader of Lamifneh wrote in Hutzofeh , the official
Mizrachi publication, that there were three conditions
without which a religious bloc would not be possible:
1) Agudah must agree to join the government coalition cabinet under any conditions, as part of the religious bloc.
2) The Chief Rabbinate must be the supreme authority in all political matters related to religious Jewry,
to the exclusion of the Moetzes Gedolei l/atorah.
3) Agudah must recognize the government religious
schools and forgo its independent Torah schools (Chinuch A tzmai).
Mr. Unah also called for the conscription of religious
girls and yeshiva students (now exempt by law). He
later told Ma'ariv that "It \Vas one of religious Jewry's
greatest errors to capitulate ta the extremists [Agudath
Israell on the matter of conscription of religious girls
and yeshiva students." On another occa~ion, Unah
urged that some compromise be worked out in thcmatter of civil marriage.
These conditions for a religious bloc-·which Agudath Israel could never agree to-made it clear that
the powerful Lamifneh faction, as in the past, would
not permit a religious bloc. While some Mizrachi leaders now argue that they would have gone into a religious
bloc without Lamifneh, there was no assurance that
Lamifneh would not have entered its own list, thereby
effectively sabotaging the bloc by siphoning off a large
number of Mizrachi votes.
AN EXAMINATION OF SOME OF THE CRUCIAL PROBLEMS

of religion in Israel and Mizrachi's inability to cope
with them while serving as a significant link in the
coalition government, will further reveal the impossibility of a religious bloc.
• We have fought the introduction of television in
Israel, knowing what damage it could do to the minds
of our people. Many of the secular parties voted against
TV in the Knesset, and had Mizrachi- which was not
bound in this matter by the coalition agreement-not
voted in favor, the bill would not have passed.
• The continued presence and activities of missionairies in Israel engaged in snatching Jewish souls, and
even maintaining a settlement which is a base of missionary work, should not be tolerated. Why is it that
the Arab countries have outlawed missions and Israel
refuses. to do S()? Surely Mizrachi should have exerted
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Gedolei Yisroel call for the support of Agudatlz

18rael

its position in the coalition and notified the government
that it would leave the coalition if a law banning mis:sions was not passed.
·
• In this context, I can never forget the events of .
Cheshvan 21, in the year 5722. The Agudah delegatio11 ·
mad~ a stormy protest in the Knesset when it became
known that officials of Youth Aliyah (Aliyat Hanoar)
were guilty of destroying the religious faith of thousands
of immigrant children. Mr. Abba Eban, then Minister
of Education, arose in the Knesset and read the fol:lowing stacement which was signed by Moshe Sbarett,
Moshe Kol, and Zalman Shragai of Mizrachi.
. .
"It has been the policy of Youth Aliyah, and it will
continue to be the policy, to give a religious education
to religious children. All rumors and charges that immi·
grant children are being weaned from their faith, are ·
false. Every religious child is placed in a religi()us
institution."
I asked Mr. Shragai then, "J can understand that you
may believe that this will be the policy in the future,
But how were you able to sign that statement, when
everyone knows that of the 120,000 children brought <
to the Land, many thousands were weaned from their religious faith. How were you able to sign a statement
that these charges were false?" Mr. Shragai answered
that he works with these people and had to sign the
OCTOBER
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statement. Agudath Israel cannot and will never understand such an attitude.
• A Mizrachi minister sits on the government committee which issues permits for work on Shabbos, yet
the number of permits issued continues to grow.
• We all remember the Marbek affair and the B'nai
Yisroel matter, when Mizrachi participated in a Knesset
motion urging the Chief Rabbinate to reverse itself
when it had already issued a p'sak din, thereby bringing
dishonor to the Chief Rabbinate and to all rabbis.
IT HAS BEEN OUR POSITION THAT A RELIGIOUS BLOC

should be based not on elections alone, but on constant
cooperation between the two parties. We proposed to
Mizrachi that they single out the one basic issue which
would be a sine qua non for their participation in the
government. lf they achieved this stated goal, they
would have made an important contribution to our
common cause; if they were forced to leave the government they would work with us in the opposition
and create a basis for a strong religious bloc going
beyond election considerations. This they refused to do.
In spite of all this, when some distinguished rabbis
outside the Land urged a religious bloc, we turned the
question over to the Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah. It was
their decision that under present conditions a religious
bloc could not be established.
While we are going before the electorate independently, there is no need for mutual recrimination, and
there will be ample opportunity for cooperation in our
common causein the new Knesset.

Negotiations Fail
Now, a few words about Poalei Agudath Israel. We
have decided not to engage in any polemics in the
course of the campaign, and certainly not in recriminations, with PAL But for the record-because it has
been charged that we are against unity--certain facts
must be stated. In spite of all that has transpired in
recent years, it was our hope that a complete merger
could be affected with P Al. Two years ago we made
strenuous efforts in that direction in the hope that unity
could be achieved before the Knessia Gedola. We
offered various organizational concessions, as well as
autonomy for PAI in the field of labor and PAI institutions. Even after the Knessia we continued our efforts.
Before Pesach we again entered into negotiations,
but we pointed out that our mutual objective should
be a complete merger rather than merely a bloc for
the elections.
We pointed out that three times we functioned a<> a
bloc, only to be separated again after the election. Why
not once again be an agudah achas, one Agudah? We
were encouraged when the majority of P Al agreed with
our position. But after long negotiations, the representatives of PAI told us that the talks would have to end
in order to avoid a splitin their ranks by those who
6 ---:
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opposed reunion with Agudath Israel. We cautioned
P Al that as a world organization, any agreement would
have to be approved by our World Executive, something that could not be done the last minute.
At the zero hour, only days before the election lists
had to be submitted, the PAI members of the Knesset·
who had not participated in the negotiations-they had
in fact tried to halt them-approached us, not with·
a new plan, but with one that had previously been
discarded: a political alignment for the elections only.
In spite of the impossibility of the situation, at that ·
late hour we turned the matter over to the Moetzes .·
Gedolei Hatorah, and that bodv issued a unanimous
p'sak that we were to stand before the electorate independently.
DURING THE EIGHTEEN YEARS SINCE THE FOUNDING OF

the State we have had as our goal, not political power.,positions, but the principles of Torah and Yiddishkeit. /
Almost every time that a government was organized
we were asked to be part of the coalition. Each time~ .
as a condition for our participation-we insisted that
there would have to be a change in the one-sided
status-quo in regard to religious matters. Without such
assurance we could not carry resp:.msibility in the
government.
In the Knesset we made every effort to speak the
Word of G-d. We represented Torah Jewry without
compromise, as the Fathers of our people would have
done. We were not bewildered when at times we found
ourselves standing alone.
We have spoken up in the forum of the Knesset
against all injustice, and against ideas alien to, or
hostile to Torah. We have stood guard to protect the
interests of Torah Jewry and Torah Chinuch. All this
we intend to continue to do in the coming Knesset.
During the coming weeks the air will he filled with
empty slogans and battlecries. lt is important at such .
a time that the voice of eternal Israel shall also be ·
heard; that we call out to the Jewish masses: Hear 0
Israel, the Lord our G-d, the Lord is One, reminding
them who and what they are.
Even in this dor yosom, this tragic generation, Agudath Israel can list many accomplishments. A new
generation is arising; a generation of Torah and Yiras
Shomayim. In our time we have witnessed the expansion of elementary and higher yeshivos, the creation
and growth of Chinuch Atzmai, and the Beth Jacob
educational system for girls.
For fifty-five years since the founding of Agudath
Israel by the Gedolei Hador we have engaged in a
constant struggle which has resulted in great accomplishment for Torah. The present election campaign
will be no easy matter for us, but we will face up to
it with dignity for we know that we are fighting G-d's
battle; a struggle for the victory of Torah Jewry. We
know that the Almighty will be .with us~
·

. Without Com promising
Basic Principles?···
A Rabbi Writes ~·· The Editors Dissent
The following article was submitted by RABBI BERNARD
WEINBERGER, a frequent contributor to THE JEWISH
OBSERVER, who is associated with some of the programs of the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of
New York. In publishing this article, the Editorial
Board nevertheless takes an opposing view and its
position is stated beginning on page. 9; :

Yes·· ·..

Bernarr;( Weinberger

SHOULD THE ORTHODOX COMMUNITY AVAIL ITSELF

of services provided by a secular Jewish agency such
as a YMHA or a community center? This question is
becoming a vital issue in many communities where
there is emerging an awareness on the part of commu~
nity agencies oL the need to .· serve the Orthodox com-:munity.
· In Metropolitan New York, for example, in the
Federation of Jewish Philanthopies, benefactor of many
community agencies, a new trend is slowly becoming
apparent. Federation is moving in the direction of
greater Jewish awareness and conscientiousness. It has
suddenly realized that as the largest single Jewish
charity, the world over, it has spent millions fostering
twn-sectarian causes. It has poured millions of dollars
into Jewish hospitals that today service a majority of·
non-Jewish patients. Furthermore, its original purpose
in fostering Jewish hospitals is today obsolete. Years
ago when it was difficult for a Jewish patient who
needed hospital care to obtain treatment in an atmos- .
phere where he would be treated on an equal footing
with any other American, there was a need for a
Jewish hospital. Jewish doctors were also discriminated
against and they too had need for a Jewish hospital.·
Today however there is good reason to question the
entire philosophy of Jewish hospitals. Most ward patients in the voluntary and private hospitals are paid
for by the City. Private patients covered by groupinsurance or paying for their own care are adequately·
provided for by the many available private hospitals
th\lt are not necessarily Jewish . .·
·

In the area of centers and YMHA's, supported by Federation, one also senses an introspective mood that is ·
seeking a reappraisal of the hitherto accepted policy
of non-sectarianism. Some attribute to these centers a
great share of blame for the ever-increasing rate of
inter-marriage. Even those professionals who insist that
the center is only an extension of prevailing social
patterns within the family, where the causes of
·
marriage must be sought, will concede that the center
has not effectively counter-acted the growth of
·
marriage. As a result, there have been new and
voices heard within Federation stressing the need
more Jewish content, greater emphasis on Jewish cul- .·
ture and traditions; closing of the centers on
Kashrus, and even more rigid standards of membership.
It is this new approach in the community-center
philosophy that has generated a more concerted effort
to service the Orthodox Jewish community which hith"'. .··
erto had been completely distant from Federation. The
Orthodox community is now confronted with the
strange dilemma of a very generous and magnanimous .···
benefactor who wants to help them meet their
needs but whose graciousness they are not yet
to accept. The time has certainly come for this
which will grow in importance, to be adequately ex., ·
amined.
· ·
At the very outset, we should be careful to make
one very crucial distinction. Those agencies that have
merely welcomed the Orthodox Jew and have sought ·
to service him together with the non-Orthodox within···
the same program framework, can never hope to gain
the whole-hearted support of the Orthodox community. ·
In a sense they are seeking to cajole the Orthodox into
accepting a philosophy of co-existence or tolerance
that does violence to the basic premises of Orthodox
Jewry. Social workers will argue forcefully about the
merits of teaching people to get along together under
controlled conditions. They will muster the most basic
and widely accepted social-work principle of teaching·.··.·
people to learn to respect each other's philosophy of
life. But, their preachments will fall on deaf ears. The
Orthodox community will of necessity resist any attempt to integrate its people within the framt!work of
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a secular or non-religious program. A throughly committed Jew will not allow his child to spend his leisure
time in the company of irreligious youngsters for fear
that such fraternization will ultimately lead the child
away from his religious commitment. Nor is this Orthodox Jew frightened by the term "ghettoization"
which is often hurled at him for his refusal to expose
his children to this kind of fellowship, since this is a
voluntarily-accepted role which he bears with pride.
He has ample justification to bar his child from playing
basketball or swimming with non-religious friends, even
if his wearing a yarmulka or talis-kotton is accepted
and respected. Those agencies, therefore, who have
merely sought to make the Orthodox Jew feel accepted
and have simply accorded him respectability cannot
really hope to gain the wide acceptance of the Orthodox
community. There are too many realistic dangers and
fears unattended to before the trust of the Orthodox
Jew can be won.

The Williamsburg Y
There is, however, another completely different approach provided by other agencies. Here, the Orthodox
Jew enjoys more than just tolerance and acceptability;
he is given total and complete autonomy; his integrity
is not only respected-it is guarded and protected. He
is serviced in a way that is not apologetic but which
makes him feel esteemed and admired. The program
is geared completely to his needs and includes only
those who have a similar commitment to Orthodoxy.
A case in point is the YMHA of Williamsburg. The
Williamsburg Y, because of the unique community in
which it fh1ds itself, has made an unparalleled effort
in servicing the Orthodox community. An examination
of its services indicates the unique approach in servicing the Orthodox community with total regard for its
own autonomy and sovereignty.
The Williamsburg Y provides gym and swimming
activity for yeshiva boys on Friday afternoon after
yeshiva hours, at a time when no other youngsters are
permitted in the building. It offers a similar program
for yeshiva girls during one mid-week evening when
only these girls may attend. It has a class in art conducted by a gifted rabbi, with a mechitza to separate the sexes. A class in auto-driving also separates
male and female students. An Orthodox boy entering
the Y who will, for example, want to join an activity
that is not specifically programmed for him will not
be admitted without the written consent of his parent.
The Y nursery, although subsidized by the City Welfare
Department, provides glatt-koshcr food for the children. It is the only one of its kind in the city. It is
also closed on all Jewish holidays despite the fact that
all City programs are generally expected to remain
open. In order to assure continued sensitivity to the
need<> of the Orthodox community, two rabbis are
full-time staff members of the Y.

During the summer months the Y runs two country
camps solely for what they describe as ultra-Orthodox
children. The boys' camp and the girls' camp are both
staffed by rabbis and Orthodox counselors. Only yeshiva children are accepted and Torah study is an indispensible part of the program. Both camps serve only ·
glatt-kosher meats and cholov yisroel. These camps,
which already enjoy enviable reputations, have provided
camp experiences for hundreds of children who never
were able to go to camp before. The Y also conducts
two day camps in the city for Orthodox children, again
operating separate programs for boys and girls under
yeshiva-trained staff members. Here too glatt-kosher
foods only are served.
It is difficult to claim that absolutely no dangers
exist for the Orthodox families who avail themselves
of these services. Invariably, the very fact that these
programs take place in the same physical structure
where programs are simultaneously provided for the
non-Orthodox poses some dangers for those who would
avoid contact with the non-Orthodox. Yet, it cannot
be denied that here a herculean effort has been made
to provide the Orthodox community with an agency
that serves them with utmost sensitivity for their
distinctive and unique needs. One senses here a bending-backwards to respect the Orthodox Jew's autonomy
and integrity-his most zealously guarded treasures.
Under conditions provided by such agencies as the
Williamsburg Y, many Orthodox parents are willing
to allow their families to benefit from these services.
They regard as exaggerated the contention of those
that there still exists the danger that some child may
accept the Yin total and join in non-controlled activity.
They are sufficiently assured by the painstaking efforts
of the professional staff that their known wishes will
be respected and that no attempt whatever will be
made to "re-educate" their children. They are convinced that the Y is not seeking to superimpose any
values upon them, but is ready to serve them on their
own terms.
With all this, there are other tangential questions
raised that require our attention. Are we not giving
recognition to a secular agency that allows it to con- .·
tinue many activities that are reprehensible to the
Orthodox community? Aren't we thereby koshering
the parent-body supported by Federation which we
find inimical to Orthodox Judaism? Moreover, isn't
there the danger that once we accept one community
center or Y that other Y's, particularly outside of Metropolitan New York, where no such safeguards are provided, will also claim the allegiance of non-suspecting
Orthodox Jews? As Orthodox Jews it is our responsibility to be concerned with all the ramifications of
our behavior and we cannot i<>olate our local conditions
from the total picture. We must base our actions on
an evaluation of all the concomitant results of our
behavior.

I know that many will be tempted toward simple
answers to these most complex questions. Obviously,
they will argue, this is an attempt by Federation to
gain respectability within the Orthodox community.
Surely, Federation is not .suddenly becoming "religious." Read their publicity and you will see that they
are making capital of the many services they are now
providing for the Orthodox. Read between the lines
and you will sense that these very same professionals
who pretend to respect your views are boasting of their
ability to overcome your resistance and to make you
accept them. You know quite well that they are only
helpful to you because they need you, because they
want to do something Jewish to justify their existence.
In serving you they are really serving themselves.
These are only fragments of the kind of arguments
which I have often been exposed to. I do not make
light of the sentiments reflected in this approach. Orthodox Jews have worked hard to achieve their right
to live in accordance with their hallowed traditions.
They have ample cause to suspect anyone that may
threaten their hard-earned gains. It is natural for us
to be suspicious of anything that comes relatively easy
for us and to be apprehensive of anyone who is unsolicitedly gracious to us. But, beyond our suspicions
must come a sober examination of the facts.
Beginning with the very basic assumption that the
services under consideration are provided with the
utmost respect for the autonomy of the Orthodox
community, we may assume the worst. We may attribute ulterior motives to our benefactor, but does that
in any way diminish it's value? Let us assume that Federation is motivated not by purely religious masons, but
by the simple need of providing Jewish services; is this
such an unholy motivation as to render its actions
unworthy? I have never heard anyone suggest that
we turn down a contribution to a yeshiva because the
donor insists on having a tribute in the newspaper or
out of fear that this might serve as an endorsement for
the product he manufactures. If they boast of the
services they provide for the Orthodox, they have a
right to be proud of them. If we are concerned about
the hechsher we are giving, then the answer must be
tha t even as we gratefully accept those services that we
find acceptable we will still insist on our right to protest against those aspects that we find distasteful.
Orthodoxy has come a long way in gaining recognition as a portion of the Jewish population that deserves
the attention of communal agencies. The next step in
this process of maturity is to be able to accept services
even while we demand respect for our convictions. We
have the capacity to learn to accept service with dignity
and pride without the smallest sacrifice of principle.
For this, however, we must train leadership that can
join these agencies from within so as to assure that no
service is granted at the expense of principle or at the
cost of seJf·esteem and self-respect. This is a new

art that must be cultivated within Orthodoxy to be
a self-respecting beneficiary of communal services.
Recently, Robert Lowell was invited by President
Johnson to the White House Festival of Arts. Mr.
Lowell turned down the invitativn because he felt that
accepting it would involve "a subtle commitment" to
the President's foreign policy which he was not pre,.
pared to give. Most Americans, however, did not take
well to Mr. Lowell's public rebuff of the President
They preferred the action taken by Linus Pauling when
he was confronted with a similar dilemma by an invitation from the late President Kennedy. Mr. Pauling
picketed the Executive Mansion during the day and
that evening joined the President for dinner. Surely,
Mr. Pauling provided a more effective resolution of
the conflict between the dictates of conscience and the
demands of good taste. In similar vein, let us protest.
all actions we find disagreeable even while we partake
of all the good and desirable services provided.
Indeed, there are innumerable Orthodox families
who are forced to make use of the services provided
by such Federation agencies as the Jewish Family
Service, the Jewish Board of Guardians, the Jewish
Child Care Association, and various homes for emo..,
tionally-disturbed or retarded children. Very often one
hears laments that the intake worker was not sympathetic to the peculiar needs of the Orthodox family.
Often such cries are not without justification. But no
amelioration of this condition can be hoped for unless
the Orthodox community will demand and make use
of such services and unless we train some of our own
people in the special skills required. An illustration of .· ··
this is provided by Federation's recent conversion o{
one of its foster-care homes in Brooklyn for the use
of Orthodox children exclusively. It has engaged an ·
Orthodox family to supervise it and all food is kosher.
Such has been the responsiveness to the rn;eds of the
Orthodox community.
·
With continued governmental involvement in social ·
welfare projects, as reflected in Medicare and the War _ ..·
on Poverty, the existing social agencies will serve as
the liaison between the people and the government. If
Orthodox Jews are to partake of any of these programs ·
some modus operandi will have to be developed. It is
not too early to begin to plan on how to avail ourselves
of these much needed services while we protect our
cherished distinctive ways.

No

An Editorial Dir.rent

RABBI WEINBERG OPENS HIS ARTIC L E BY EXPRESSING .

the opinion that "Federation is moving in the direction ·
of greater Jewish awareness and conscientiousness'' ·
and that it is in consequence of this that· "there has
been a more concerted effort to service the Orthodox
O CTOBER
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Jewish community." He speaks of "more Jewish content, greater emphasis on Jewish culture and traditions,
closing of the Centers on the Sabbath . . ." as being
brought about by disillusionment with the emptiness
and failure of YMHA services.
This disillusionment does indeed exist, as YMHA and
Jewish community centers have become actual forces
for assimilation and intermarriage. But where is there
evidence of a change of heart on the part of its leaders?
The trend all over the country has been toward the
opening of Centers on the Shabbos, and it is only in
deference to the competition offered to the Centers by
large Conservative synagogue centers that Shabbos
programs are, in part, given a pseudo-religious character (the Oneg Shabbat may feature Jewish records
and Israeli folk dancing).
It is true that, particularly in New York. overtures
.· have been made to the Orthodox community-but not
because of any recognition of the significance of Orthodoxy. In fact, in their own publicity, the leaders of
the movement do not make this claim. In a news release
called "The Two Worlds of the Williamsburg Y ," which
appeared on September 15, 1965 as a guest column
in the Jewish Day-Morning Journal, Murray Grumer,
its Executive Director, stated:
. "A Jewish Community Center is supposed to serve
all Jews, whatever their points of view. But how do
you serve a group that does not accept you, your
agency or your principles?" (our italics)

No Change of Heart
The answer he found in the rendering of services
useful to the "ultra-Orthodox" group. There is no talk
here or anvwhere else in Federation literature of any
change of ·heart about the role of traditional Jewry.
Instead, pulling in the Orthodox and "ultra.-Orthodox"
is designed tu buttress the Federation's claim to serve
all Jews whatever their viewpoints-and in fact it
provides a justification for operating, s~1· a sub~r~an
Jewish Community Center along the ultra-ass1m1lationist" lines desired by its local clientele.
This completely unacceptable concept, which has
brought the present glaring crisis in the Jewish Center
movement, thus receives a "Hech'sher" and a new
lease on life if Orthodoxy is willing to cooperate. It
is not only by joint programming that "they are seeking
to cajole the Orthodox into accepting a philosophy of
coexistence or tolerance that does violence to the basic
premise of these Orthodox Jews"; the same objective
is attained much more subtly by providing "ultrakosher" programs for Orthodoxy as part of an allembracing Center movement.
It should also be stressed that the financial powersthat-be, the Federation budgeting committees, have
reasons of their own for financing such efforts. A rather
candid article that appeared some time ago in theNew
10 - .THE

JEWJS~l . OBSERVER .

York Federation's NEWS SERVICE stressed that only
by providing services to the Orthodox groups could
Federation come with a claim for support to these
groups which, as Rabbi Weinberger points out, "had·
hitherto been completely distant from Federation."
The points made here arc not based on sentiment,
or suspicion born out of bad experiences; they are a
result of the "sober examination of the facts" for which
Rabbi Weinberger calls. In the last part of his article
Rabbi Weinberger himself touches upon some of these_
points-but his answers to them leave us unconvinced.

Motives Are Important
In the first place he argues that even if Federation
has other than religious motives, and advertises its
services to Orthodoxy, this does not by itself make its
actions unworthy. We must point out however that
motives have a great deal to do with the acceptability
of an action--0nly by studying the motives can we
know whether we become innocent dupes of a hidden
plot. A yeshiva will accept money from a Shabbos
desecrator-but will it accept and publicly acknowledge
a donation of food products, no matter how kosher,
from a manufacturer or distributor of foods of questionable kashrus? Very obviously any yeshiva will realize.
the ulterior motives of the donor and refuse to cooperate.
Rabbi Weinberger recognizes that in using the Y's
Orthodox program, we extend recognition to a secular
institution which also operates objectionable activities,
and that we give a "Hech'sher" to its parent organization; but he argues that we should gratefully accept
the services we approve even whilst protesting those
we cannot accept. The entire history of Orthodox cooperation in community-wide agencies belies this argument. Did the Orthodox Union's protest against the
N.C.R.A.C.'s "unanimous statement of opposition to
federal aid to parochial schools" get even one-hundredth
of the press coverage that the statement itself got? Will
anybody listen to our protests about the wrongs done
at 447 Jewish Community Centers in this country,
once we have become part of the entire operation in
even the smallest measure? What should be the attitude
of the Orthodox philanthropist when his aid is sought
for, say, the National Jewish Welfare Board which
services these 44 7 Centers-including a few where we
may get some Orthodox programs going? Or if he is .·.·
solicited to help the Williamsburg Y?
What is involved here is not a question of training
leaders who can work uncompromisingly within these
organizations without thereby compromising our own
integrity and independence. Modern Jewish history has
shown that this is not possible.
SUCH QUESTIONS OF COMMUNAL POLICY ARE SURELY

very weighty. But actually we do not have to belabor
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the principle involved-the practical dangers are enorB
· ·>-:-:·:' . ·.·": · •· '<
mous. Rabbi Weinberger rightly stresses that this entire
· .. .
reaches in ATAtonorny :
question is of national scope and "is becoming a vital .··
Despite this communal pressure upon the v, howeve~,'. , /
issue in many communities"; yet his proposed solution .··. .· .· there are breaches in the total autonomy which Rabbi > '·
is based on the example and experience of a very · ·· · Weinberger himself postulates as · such an absolute
atypical situation. We submit that even in Williamsburg . condition of Orthodox particip~tion in a y program.
the dangers are much more serious than he concedes- · .· · · To quote Mr. Grumer again:
and that the effect of his approach in other communities
"We have had a beginning this year, in ultra-Ortho/
· ··
would be outright disaster. ·
dox participation in the 'house-wide' y activities. For >.
In an interview that appeared in Federation·s NF.ws
instance, ~e find that ultra-Orthodox me~ and boys ·.• ..
SERVICE (vol. 6, numbers 1 and 2, September-Decemplay athletics or participate in swimming with the non- :~~.H
ber 196.3 ) Mr. Grumer enumerates the same examples
Orthodox · · ·
,; \~,
of thoughtful consideration of ·" ultra-Orthodox needs
"Our Purim Carnival has also drawn some ultra~ ~ ·~/
which Rabbi Weinberger details. But repeatedly there
Orthodox participation as well as our Musical Sho~>: :/,:
recurs like a red thread one point of emphasis:
Case, where some of the children participated in the·>
" Wh
f h l
h d
· fi . h d h .
modern dance review.. . .
· -~ :?>
en some 0 t e u tra-0 rt 0 ox gir1s ms e t eir
"The ultra-Orthodox children have been encouraged:.·/~'
modern dance class on a Sunday afternoon, they, in
d
··
leaving the classroom, heard the rock and roll rhythm
to ecorate the Y during Jewish Holidays and in some > :"'.
of the non-Orlhudux teen age lounge. A numher of
cases have worked with the non-Orthodox in . these :·;::::
projects."
·· ·
·
· · .·
them, .fascinated by this rhythm went into the teen age
lounge. Their desire was to twist with the rest of the ·
Much more important however, is another question.<
group. Our Rabbi, observing this, asked the girls whethThe Orthodox programs are today directed in the most
•
er their parents would condone such behavior on their
meticulous manner by a most reliable staff-but yet ·<
under the authority and ultimate control of non-Ortho- ;> ~ ··
Part and they answered in the negative and left the
dox
premises. What the Rabbi did was to help preserve
f elements. There are no formal or contractual>
· ·_. ;_..:•.:.
sa
eguards
vis-a-vis
the
v.
*
As
the
y
slowly
achie
.
ves
·. ····_·.~.•
for this ultra-Orthodox group their customs. Had he
0 rthodox acceptance and vigilance necessarily is re- >~;:))
not done so, the feeling was that the parents would
have withdrawn their children. (our italics)
laxed, can we be absolutely sure that there will be no>)''
weakening of personnel or program? And if there wm<.}1
"We have been faced with the situation whereby scvbe, will it be possible to turn the clock back or. will .. .eral youngsters of one sect would attend an activity;
the "Hech'sher': remain?
.'
· · ·•• ;:<'~,,
and other youngsters of the same sect would come
,, <·;.:
. : . -· -~--~ .·_:·:.~
into the building to make sure they were not doing
·;
anything which would be contrary to the customs and
Williamsburg is AtypkaJ :~/
traditions of the sect. Otherwise they would report
These are all consideration that apply to Willic~ms- ···_:
these youngsters to their Rabbis and their parents."
burg. In other places, however, the problems are in,,
(our italics)
finitely more serious still. Rabbi Weinberger sees·
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Orthodox want," the reader of the interview readily ·
perceives that t?is bsensitivfity tod Obrthohdox demandfsWa~d
needs is unavo1da le, en orce · y t e nature o
1liamsburg Orthodoxy- a numerically strong group,
strongly disciplined by its loyalty to its rabbinic leadership and by the patriarchal family bonds, and attached to its own ways with supreme disregard for
what the non-religious community thinks.
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sighted agencies. Is that at all realistic? The fact is , .····
twheatdexcneoptthfaor a merc .htha.ndfulthofdareas in this .c.ounthry, } •.• • ..••.•.•
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revealing case is aired in a recenl public protest of the> >\,
Essex Coun!y (N. J. ) Council of Orthodox Rabbis, which·. ~_:>.~~~-)
speaks for ttsel~. Last y ear the Essex: County YMliA-YWHA >><
SI?Onsored . a tretfl_lh cnuse on the S. S. Shalom; "we were c:'.<\
,lfl~en _the 1mpresst011 thnt the project was 11nderlaken in good:·;·:··;:,;•j
fallh m tire thought that the cruise was k<>sher and that : : .-···''<·';)
arrangements had progrexsed roo far for cancellation. Because ·'.·:.•::::
The success of the Williamsburg Y depended on
of this we reluctantly forbore to make a public issue of the <·<>
"going out and bringing the people in" and "quite
ma~ter then." A number of instances were reported after the< ~ /::~
important, to give them the feeling that we would be
cruise of kashrus:observing Jews having been misled because<·<<'.
they h~d automatically relied on the Y 's tradition of adherence : :.'
sensitive to their requests." The necessary relationship
to ~ew1sh law and had taken Y sponsorship to imply that the
of confidence could only be built up in this mannercrmse was kosher. However now a second such cruise has · · ..
by adding Orthodox rabbis and laymen to the profes,.
been scheduled and "there is reason to fear an equal number · . ',
sional staff and administration, by establishing pro- ..··· · or more, of such . instances during the current project." More> i
over, the bre_ak with the Y's own tradition will "set a precede11 {
>
grams respecting Orthodox practice, and by briefing ·
for the Y .. Itself and otl1~r Jewish community i11stitllfio11s.'~ >·
However, a number _of discussions with the president of the
non-Orthodox professionals on ''ultra~Qrthodox .cus.. toms." ·
· · .· ·
YMHA-YWHA have f mled . to · bring about a· clumge i11 the .
..,
. y·~· plans: ... .''
·
· ·
·· ·
:·
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know clearly what they have to demand and to ms1st
on. In all too many places we have rabbinical leaders
who do not lead their communities and parents who
do not control their children. How likely is it that any
Y outside Williamsburg will adopt personnel and
program of the type offered in Williamsburg?
In no other community can Orthodoxy exert the
kind of pressure that it can bring to bear in Williamsburg, or obtaint formal contractual safeguards which
will protect the autonomy and inviolability of the "Orthodox program." It is interesting to note that a number of Orthodox Day and Afternoon Schools, in various
locations, have been forced by circumstances to accept
affiliation and financial support from their local Federations or Bureaus of Jewish Education; their needs
were only safeguarded in places where the agreements
concluded provided for total educational independence,
in curriculum, personnel, etc.-and such terms could
only be obtained by these schools because they formed
organized entities, with their own boards and principal
standing on guard. No such organized Orthodox representation is available to represent as forcefully the interests of the Orthodox community.
What we therefore can expect at best is, that, based
upon an approval of "kosher" Y activities on the part
of Orthodoxy, programs will be offered that will be
attractive to a large part of the Orthodox community,
will slowly but irresistibly attract even those who were
looking for higher standards for their children, yet will
provide no safeguards against these activities serving
as a "one-way-street" to the general Y program and
spirit. Williamsburg may be ready to accept the label
of "ghettoization" but, say, Baltimore or Detroit are
not-large segments of the Orthodox communities outside New York will be ready to settle for all sorts of
'house-wide' activities as long as the most obnoxious
ones are kept out of the reach of their children.
What, however, does the parent do whose child tells
him that her friend is permitted to go to co-ed activities,
or to attend a dance as long as she does not actually
participate, etc., etc.? Up to now the parent who has
chosen his synagogue affiliations wisely and sent his
child to a Day School has been able to side-step most
such problems; the objectionable activities sponsored
by so many "modern Orthodox" synagogues pass his
family by. Now, however, if recognition is accorded
to the Jewish Center movement, we will be faced \Yith
a nationwide network of institutions everyone of
which will present a most dangerous challenge to every
parent- in the form of attractive programs "like at the
Williamsburg Y-of course suitably adapted to our
community."
It is, of course, clear that both in and outside New
York City many Orthodox families presently make use
of some Y services, whether a swimming pool or an
art class. This, however, is an individual question. If
the activity in question is intrinsically "kosher,"; if the
12 -
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parent has the power to prevent any other social or
organizational involvement, and if the child, too, is
clearly aware of these conditions, no harm may result
The same may even be true of, say, an organization
using the Y pool on a rental basis. Such arrangements
do not amount to an acceptance or "koshering" of
the center movement; they bear no semblance to the
formal endorsement and cooperation for which Rabbi
Weinberger calls. Even so, however, one may well
question the desirability or wisdom of such arrangements.
WHAT

ADOUT

OTHER

JEWISH SERVICE

AGENCIES'?

Needless to say, it is our duty to insist in all cases that
Jewish organizations operate in accordance with the
Torah. Where community-wide agencies disregard this
demand, we would ideally want our own independent
agencies. Unfortunately, however, this goal is well nigh
unattainable in some of the most important areas of
communal work, such as hospitals, family and child
care services, etc. What shall be our attitude?

A Major Difference
It must be realized that there is a major difference
between such agencies and, say, Community Centers
and Hebrew Schools. The latter are dedicated to educational, cultural, or social objectives which are unacceptable; they seek to gain sway over all families
in the community; and the services they offer can either
be obtained in Torah institutions or else be done without. The programs of the other agencies, in contrast,
are not objectionable per se, it is rather the manner in
which they are carried out that is objectionable. Moreover, they are concerned with individual special cases
-the sick, the indigent, the disturbed-rather than
with conquest of the community. Finally, it is either
very difficult or else completely impossible to obtain
these essential services offered under Torah auspices.
For all these reasons, we can see no objection to any
individual making use of these community agencies as
long as no religious conflict is involved-the kosher
ward of a Federation hospital. an understanding Family Service worker, or even a Foster Care Home operated on Orthodox lines (The New York Jewish Child
Care Association is planning to establish such a facility). However, even in the case of these agencies, we
cannot give our endorsement or join in the responsibility for them as long as the authority of the Torah is
not fully accepted.
Sometimes the borderline between individual use and
formal endorsement may not be t~asy to draw. Undoubtedly the new social welfare programs of the government will involve us in problems that rabbinical
authorities will have to decide. However, as far as
schools or centers are concerned, we fortunately do not
face such difficult questions: the future of our youth
can and must be kept totally in our hands.
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The Stadium
BY SEVEN IN THE MORNING THE FOOTBALL STADIUM

looked as though half the town of Sosnowitz had suddenly decided to go on a mass picnic.
It was August, and though the sun had barely risen,
we already felt the heat. Altogether some 25,000 of
us had assembled here with rucksacks and blankets,
carrying our lunches in jars, waxpaper, thermos bottles.
The announcement had been for all of us, regardless
of age or health, to present ourselves at 7:30 in the
morning for tht: purpose of Registration.
The Stadium gates, as a rule so jealously locked
against anyone hut ticket holders, stood wide open,
and the fresh green turf of the football field looked
wonderfully inviting, though as yet none but the children dared to put their feet on it.
We looked curiously about us. There was no one
to tell us where to sit, where to line up, or in what
manner the Registration would take place. So, for
the first few hours we milled around uncertainly inside
the Stadium, wondering whether we had made a mistake about the day, or whether the authorities had
. perhaps changed their minds and forgotten to tell us.
As the day grew hotter, the football field, from which
at first we had kept clear, soon had hardly a blade of
grass left without someone sitting or lying on it
As usual, the air was buzzing with rumors. But after
a while, even the most inventive ran out of theories,
and most of us simply gathered into our customary
little family groups and began, with great appetite, to
eat a belated breakfast in the dry and brilliant sunshine.
Presently, mothers were pushing baby-carriages up
and down the cinder-track, carelessly blotting out the
neat chalk lines designed to separate the runners in the
100-meter dash. Men in hot business suits carried
small children soothingly or playfully in their arms.
And the older children, intent upon their games, were
noisily racing around under the stands.
BY TEN O'CLOCK, THE INSIDE OF THE STADIUM WAS

as crowded, lively and noisy as the town square on
market day.
THE STADIUM is a section of an unpublished work by ABRAHAM
KRAKOWSKI recounting his experiences under Nazi terror. Rabbi
Krakowski studied in various European yeshivos before coming to
America where h@ is now en9ag@d in busineso.
The ma nuscript was adapted from the German by SHIMON W!NCELBERG whose work has appeared in The New Yorker, The New
Leader and Commentary. He is a lso represented in Best Ame rican
Plays of 1958 / 59 and Best Ame rican Short Stories, 1953. H e lives
in Beverly Hills, . California.
·
·
·

11JT
Abraham Krakowski·
adapted from the German·· .
by Shimon Wince/berg

To me, as to most of the adults, there was something
deeply ominous about this unexpected gift of leisure. ·
The only day on which any of us felt comfortable not
going about our daily chores was the Shabbos, and
this was an ordinary Monday.
·
My mother was sitting in quiet bewilderment on one
of the benches on the shady side, unable to eat, but
making sure as always that my brothers and I didn't
go without breakfast. It was pitiful to see her trying
so hard to reassure us and at the same time control .
her own fears. When my father had died seven years
earlier, it had seemed to me the end of the world. But
at this moment, fO£ the first time, I was glad that he
was no longer alive and vulnerable.
After a while I went looking for Pola, to whom that
Spring, I had become engaged. She was with her family.
But, happy as I was to see her, we found we had little
to say to each other beyond some dull speculation about ·
what we were here for, and what would happen to us.
For, in the meantime, the Stadium gates and exits had
been locked, and military police armed with submachine guns covered all approaches. Most sinister of
all, public address speakers and large searchlights were
now being installed al the four corners of the . stadiu!Il
wall.
Searchlights at high noon? It seemed like a very
strange way to go about a "Registration."
All of us had made a point of appearing properly
dressed for the occasion, and the heat had become
terribly oppressive. But hardly anyone now dared to
take off his jacket even to go looking for a water
fountain or a faucet. There was a sudden realization
that we had been tricked into putting ourselves completely and helplessly into the hands of the authorities,
and the large trestle tables which were now being set
up at one end of the field for a group of Secret State
Police officers and civilian officials clearly were to have
a far greater effect on our well-being than a drink of
water. Even the children seemed to understand that,
and stood about in subdued knots, their games for'.'
gotten.
·
And now the loudspeakers instructed us to line up ·
in family groups and come up to the tables with our
identification papers and labor permits. At first, there
was a general feeling of hesitation. No one wanted to .···
be first. The officials, rather ominously, made no effort
at all to hurry us. And soon, people began to feel that
it might well be to their advantage to get it over with
OCTOBER 1965 .,.,....

13

quickly, and not irritate the Secret State Police officers
· ·
by keeping them waiting.
AS THE DAY WORE ON, PEOPLE BEGAN, MORE AND

more, actually to crowd up to the tables, and even
fight for their place in line, with ugly words, with
shoving, and once actually with fists. The police made
no attempt to interfere, they seemed merely amused,
and order soon restored itself. I suppose that to many
of us, by this time, even bad news seemed preferable
to the suspense of not knowing what was in store for us.
Watching from a cautious distance, I noted that
people were being divided into four separate groups.
On what basis, and for what purpose, I found it impossible to guess. All around me, nervousness was
increasing with each minute. It was as though we were
all infants again, utterly dependent upon the whim of
some adult.
Suddenly I saw Pola hurrying toward me through
the crowd. She had the answer. All of us were so eager
to hear it, we didn't even think to ask how she had
found out. But her information proved to be accurate.
Of the four groups, the one on the left was marked
for "resettlement," whatever that meant. The adjoining
group was to be rechecked. The next was to be organized into a labor battalion. And the last group was
permitted to go back home.
No one in our two families had reported to the
tables as yet. For some time now we had been listening to sounds of crying and screaming among those
who had already been classified and separated from
their families.
By this time, dusk was upon us, and we realized we
wouldn't be able to put it off much longer. Already,
only a thin group of stragglers remained grounded in
front of the tables, and it occurred to us that if the
selecting officials grew hungry or tired, they might
well take t heir impatience out on us.
Pola bravely ventured forth once more to investigate.
After some ten minutes she reported back that the
group selected for "resettlement" was by far the largest, and rather ominously consisted primarily of old
people, invalid<> and children. However, she had gathered the impression from one of the Jewish "Monitors"
who was advising his own relatives to choose the line
on the left, that the civilian official at that table appeared slightly more "sympathetic." He had, at any
rate, sent quite a few complete families to the group
entitled to go back home.
But it seemed that we had already missed our chance.
The line on the left had suddenly become so much
longer than the others that the police intervened and
evened it out again. Our own immediate families, however, were able, by pure luck, to remain in our places.
The line slowly grew shorter, and ever so often, some
family whose turn was next, suddenly decided to duck
_away to go back to the end of the line. Had they scented
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some danger, or did they simply prefer the at-least
bearable torture of uncertainty?
We ourselves, like a gambler with everything to lose,
weren't sure whether to risk retaining our place in line, .·
As our turn approached, we held a final consultation,
and decided we must take at least a partial" risk.
My older brother, Pinhas, who was employed by
the municipality as a streetcleaner, volunteered to go
first. With his wife and 41h.-year-old son, he presented
himself to the man in whom Pola had detected some
spark of human feeling.
Now we watched with pounding hearts as the official
examined my brother's papers, asked a few questions,
frowned for a moment, and then pointed him toward
the group on the right. He and his family were to be
allowed to go home!
A good omen. We waited a few minutes, in case
the official should feei obliged to balance his act of
mercy by sending some of the following applicants to
one of the other groups. And now Pola approached
the table with her parents, upright and with a quiet
dignity which, at this moment, seemed to me horribly.
audacious. I scarcely dared to breathe. But they too
were sent to the right. Once more I had reason to
admire the soundness of her instincts about people.
IT WAS QUITE DARK BY NOW, AND ONLY A BARE HAND:

ful of us were left. I was not too worried about Chaskel,
my unmarried brother, who worked in a carpenter
shop, or about myself, "usefully" employed as a clerk
in the city administration. Our mother, however, was
a woman of 60, whose only occupation was to keep
house for her two unmarried sons, and of course she
had no working papers.
But it was she who got us moving. "Come, children . .·
We're in G-d's hands anyway."
The official glanced up at us in exasperation as we
shuffled up to his table, and I realized with a sinking
heart that we had waited too long and he had finally
grown tired and irascible.
We stood, stiffly and respectfully, in front of him
and, not daring to breathe, showed him our working
papers.
Without looking at us, he impatiently snapped his
fingers for my mother's papers.
"Sir, she doesn't have a job," Chaskel said, and the
skin on his face was white and splotched with tension,
.·
as no doubt was mine. "She keeps house for us."
The official shot him a glare of irritation. Then
calmly made his decision. "The two men to the right
The old woman to the left."
I was so stunned for a moment, that, by the time I
could turn to embrace my mother, two soldiers with
poised rifle-butts had already wedged between us.
I don't know how long my brother and I stood there
looking at one another. I remember our still standing
motionless while being pelted by a violent thunder-

.

.·.··

. . ...·

'.

shower, whose arrival had driven_all of the officials to
shelter under the stands. But even the rain was unable
to cancel out our tears. Neither of us was able to think
about going home. My mind was unable to shake off. ..
the picture of rny mother sitting on the grass. near one .•· ·.•·
of the goalposts, drenched from head to foot. · · : .· · · - •..·.· ·
IT MUST HAVE BEEN CLOSE TO ONE IN THE MORNING

face-to-f~~ contact with one of the caprici~us Gesta~2}"·,:q

men was made at the risk of their own lives~ and:'- · · . · ·
without their shrewdn~ss and daring many more would:.~·.· . ···
have been sent to their deaths at that time. (Few of·· ·
these fixers, in any event, Jived long enough to enjoy<
their sudden riches. Once they were no longer needed, / >
the Gestapo found them far too inconvt:nient to. keep ·
around.)
· ·• _ >
At the same time, the Jewish Auxiliary Police, also :>'.>
at great peril to themselves, rescued as ma.ny as they /
/.
could, at times almost directly from under the noses: >-;:::+_
of the Germans.
·.·.··•····· ···.. ··
One of these Auxiliaries, a total stranger to all of us, managed to spirit my mother into an adjoining
building by way of a chimney flue, and thus she was ,
presently back with us, safe and sound, while a
of some eight or nine thousand others made the trip>~
to Auschwitz only a few days later, when sufficien(·
freight and cattle cars were once again available.
. ·· these, not one was ever seen again.
· ·

before I was able to think coherently again. Near the
doors of the Stadium I saw a familiar face. It was
Weintraub, with whom I had once gone to school. He
was dressed in the shabby uniform of the Jewish Auxiliary Police, but he acknowledged me at on\:e, and
.·, . .-when he saw the state I was in, promised to do everything in his power to help my mother get away.
Together we scouted the edges of the group marked
for deportation. But, despite the darkness and the rain,
a German officer spotted us and ordered us to leave
the Stadium at once.
At the exit, a checkpoint had been set up to catch .
any of those who might have sneaked away from one ·.
of the three other groups, so that even if we had man-... •·
aged to rescue my mother from her group, we couldn't
. have gotten her out of the Stadium.
I spent all that night trying to contact people who
might have sufficient influence to finagle or buy my
mother's release, but the prospe~ts looked hopeless.
. ···· ·
No one knew anything.
After daybreak, as I tried to return to our apartment,
I was told by a militiaman at the front door downstairs
that the entire building had been requisitioned to hold
those due for resettlement.
As I learned in the course of the day, a total of six;
apartment houses had been cleared to hold the tenthousand-odd men, women and children set aside for
removal to the East.
· - None of us could understand why they kept people ··
in such unimaginably crowded conditions instead of ·
sending them straight on to their ultimate destination,
Oswieczim, a small town the Germans called Ausch- ~ ·. ·
witz, a name, which, at that time, of course, did, not ..··
yet have any particular connotations to us.
Possibly, I reasoned, transportation facilities and
. . ···· ..
living accommodations at Auschwitz were temporarily
overtaxed.
As it turned out, this delay made it possible to save
some of the deportees by paying large ransoms to
certain officials who were humane enough to value
wealth above duty.
However, to detect and approach these accessible
functionaries was not a job for amateurs. And almost
at once, a number of ~'fixers'' sprang up to act as
intermediaries.
·
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lT IS EASY TODAY TO FEEL BITTER ABOUT THESE MEN

who made a brief but profitable business out of this traffic, for naturally they charged a good fee for their ··
services. But perhaps we ought tQ n;member that each
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"The Eart
The Fallow Earth oftheShmi"ta J
It was erev Rosh Hashono of a Shmita year; the
Ponoviezer Rav was in the field of Kibbutz Cho-

The year 5726 is a Shmita yec
must rest in accordance with

fetz Chaim. He prostrated himself on the earth,
kissed it, and with emotion-laden tones called
out: "Gut Shabbos, Mother Earth."

shall you sow your fields and s:
yard and gather in their produ£
Shabbos of solemn rest for the
neither sow your field nor pru

This picture comes to mind at the onset of the
Shmita year 5726.
It was not just love for the earth that generated
this response by a Godo[ B'Yisroel; it was more
an expression of appreciation of the great moral
lesson which the fallow earth of the Shnas Hashmita teaches us. The Earth which feeds us for
six years, is no less productive when it lies fallow
during the seventh year; it brings home to us a
basic Torah perspective.

The Mishna tells us: "Golus comes to the
world [as punishment] for Alien Worship, Violation of the Moral Code, and for Murder; and for
[failing to allow] the Land to rest during the
Shmita" ( Ovos: 5) . It is indeed strange that the
Mishna places the violation of Shmita in the
category of acts for which- rather than commiting them-we must be ready to give up life itself.
Obviously, the significance of Shmitu goes beyond
the specific mitzvahs involved; it goes to the
heart of Jewish Emunah, and it is therefore
deemed by the Sages to be the determinant of
Golus and Geula.
"For the Earth is Mine"*-this simple statement
by the Almighty of His mastery over the Earth,
breaks through every inch of ground during the
Shmita year, when the Earth does not bring forth
its natural produce. For six years Man putters
with the Earth as if it was really his; the feeling
grows within him that he is master of the Earth.
The arrival of the Seventh Year, when he submits
to the command of the Torah that the Earth must
RABBI MORRIS SHERER is the Executive Vice-President
of Agudath Israel of America. THE EARTH IS MINE appeared in a slightly different form in D<:>s Yiddishe Vort.
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rest, gently-but firmly-reminds him who is
truly the Master of the World.
The Torah describes the Shnas Hashmita as

a Shabbos to the Lord.** The Sages, in Toras
Kohanim, observe that just as Shabbos testifies
to G-d's Creation of the world and Malchus ·
Shomayim, so too does Shmita testify to G-d's
Mastery over the world.

How desperately the modern world needs this
understanding! Modern Man, having gained some
small insight into the secrets of Creation, is in-·
toxicated with his new-found power, and lays
claim to mastery of the Earth and even the
Heavens above.
The root of all of Man's present-day anxieties,
of war and destruction, of utter confusion in the
midst of a "knowledge explosion," is his failure
to grasp this simple truth: "For the Earth is
Mine." Only the widespread acceptance of this
reality can dispel the "fear and trembling" which
grips all of mankind today.
This realization has ever been the heritage of
the Jew: the youngster in cheder, when a sacred
book was placed in his hands, was instructed to
write on the inside cover: "The Earth is the
Lord's, and all that it contains,"*** thus learning
his first lesson even before he turned to the printed·
words.

*
**
***

Lev. 25:23
Lev. 25:2
Psalms . 24: 1

t 1s Mine"
ir fields a Rich Spiritual Harvest
ithen the earth in Eretz Yisroel
~ Torah's command: Six years
ears shall you prune your vineB ut the seventh year shall be a
d; a Shabbos to G-d: You shall
your vineyard. (LEV. 25: 3-6)
1

Nowhere is this realization of Shmita more
clearly defined than in the Holy Land, the very
Land which makes binding upon us this mitzvoh,
Shmita takes the Land and the Jew out of the
realm of physical law and imposes uopn both a
meta-physical Law; it imposes upon both the
acceptance of belief over and above the laws of
nature, of history, which govern other peoples
· . aQd other lands.
·
What are the chances of a tiny land whose
only border not occupied by the enemy is the
sea? How can one evaluate the political situation
of a country which has failed to find among the
family of nations a single trusted ally? How well
could Israel fare under the scrutiny of the military
strategist, the economist, the political scientist,
examining Israel's chances of survival in the light
of tV.e "laws" and "principles" of their science?
Those who would deny the Divine Mastery of
the world, fumble in trying to find answers to
these questions, but their answers are void of
reason. The brave men and their families whose
land lies fallow in Eretz Yisroel at this very
moment, have the only logical answer: The destiny of Eretz Yisroel and the destiny of the Jew
are not governed by physical law. The laws and
principles of military science, of economics, of
political science which may be valid for other
peoples are decidely invalid in relationship to
those who hear the Divi11e Call: "The Earth is

"Golus comes to the world . . . for Shmitas
Ho-oretz"; Shmita is the determinant of Golus
and Geula. When Jews attempt to function in
their Land-or anywhere-outside of the meta~
physical system which governs their existence,
they jeopardize that very existence. Even the
"political" claim of the Jew for possession of the
Land is based on a meta-physical law: "All of
the earth belongs to Hakodosh Baruch Hu; He
created it, and gives it to whomever He chooses"
(Rashi on B'raishis l: l).

In this light, we can better understand the
hostility of the secularists in Israel against those
who choose to permit their land to lie fallow
during the Shmita year. They certainly do not
see Shmita as a threat to Israel's economy; they
recognize it for what it is: a threat, better a pro,,
test, against their belief that Israel can function .··
as a nation "like all other nations," a belief which
is best refuted by their own political doctrines by
whose criteria Israel should never have been born,
and having been born should never have survived .
the trauma of birth.
The Jew who does not plant his fields during
the Shmita year, places his fate directly in the
hands of the Almighty-the ultimate act of faith
-knowing that his needs will be met. To those.
who choose to make the Shmita a living reality,
must go the gratitude of every other Jew wherever
he may be. The title of "heroes" bestowed by the
Medrash on the observers of Shmita, is ever more
pertinent in our day.
Our capacity to hear in
" For the Earth is Mine" will determine whether
the darkness of Golus shall continue to be our
lot, or whether we will hear the footsteps of
Moshiach. May we be worthy of choosing the
path that leads to Geula.
0CTOBEI!:
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Under this heading we will publish from time to time selections from various .·
sources, with little or no comment, which we feel will he of special interest to our· ·
readers. Reaaers of THE JEWISH OBSERVER are invited to send us clippings which
are deemed to be appropriate for this section. Where words appear in italic-unless
otherwise noted-the emphasis ... is ours.

Tile Detlaration on tile Jews
A Catholic Evaluation
The following editorial which appeared in a Catholic
weekly, discusses the then proposed revisions in the
Church's "Declaration on the Jews." The changes they
feared were ultimately adopted by the Vatican Council.

Unless he is blind and insensitive, no Catholic can
contemplate the long, bloody history of Christian antisemitism without shame. If he works at it, he can of
course devise many excuses to explain away Christian
barbarity: medieval ignorance, intrusive pagan influences, faulty biblical exegesis, and on and on. But the
facts of history cannot be changed and no array of
ingenious explanations can wash away Catholic guilt.
.· ,. That guilt must be confessed. Even more, the Church
has the inescapable duty of using every means at its
·. disposal to rid its body of the disease of anti-Semitism.
At the end of the third session of the Council it was
generally believed that the Fathers had taken a decisive
step in that direction. By an overwhelming vote on the
last day of the session a draft declaration on the relationship of the Church to non-Christians, which included a section on the Jews, was approved. The draft,
from all reports, was a strong one, repudiating antisemitism, rejecting the charge that the Jews are a cursed
people, and specifically denying that the Jewish P.e<;>ple.
either past or present, can be condemned as de1c1des.
The vote was taken as a striking victory for the forces
of enlightenment, though no one could claim that it
had been an easy victory. There had, in fact, been one
crisis after another. The second session ended on an
ominous note when a chapter on the Jews was not
allowed to come to a vote. Between the second and the
third session, the draft was considerably weakened, and
only by dint of vigorous protests was its original strength
restored during the third session. During these struggles,
•· · the source of the opposition became clear: conservative
.•·
members of the Curia and bishops from Arab nations,
:,
the latter responding to political pressure at home. In
. any event, to judge from the vote, that opposition had
been overcome.
So the matter stood until recent weeks. Then, in a
long story in the New York Times, it was reported that
the draft was again running into serious trouble. How
could this be possible? ·
· ·
18 -

According to the report, the draft was submitted to ..·
an ad hoc, extra-conciliar commission of four men..
Their task was to clear up a fow dc::tails in line with
the difficulties expressed by some 242 fathers who had~• ··
voted only conditional approval. On that commission, ··
supposedly, is Bishop Luigi Carli of Segni, Italy, who
has gone on record as holding that the Jewish people, ·
both past and present, are responsible for the Cruci- ··..·
fixion and thus for "deicide." That purported fact, · ··
together with the Pope's Passion Suntlay address with
its reference to the Jewish "people" who rejected and
then killed Christ, the persistent opposition of the Middle Eastern bishops and conservative Curia members,
all spell extreme danger to the draft. So the story went.
Since then the Secretariat for Christian Unity has denied. that the draft has passed from their hands to any other
commission . . .
The wisest course at this point is to assume the :
worst. There is probably no real danger that the ma- ··
jority wishes of the fathers expressed at the end of the .
third session will be ignored. The vote of approval for : ·
the draft cannot be set aside. Where the real danger ·
lies is in the possibility of a compromise solution: a ·· ··
strategic word changed here or there, the introduction·
of ambiguities and murky language. All of this could
be done in the name of Church unity or for the sake ·
of a final unanimous vote.
There must be no compromise. There must be no
carefully worded statements which can be read in more
than one way. There must be no sops thrown to the
opposition. In short, the final declaration must be direct
and unequivocal, subject to one and only one reading. .
It is shameful enough that the Church has taken two
thousand years to come to grips with its RUilt. This .· · · .
shame has been compounded by the long struggle with ~ . •
the Council to achieve a strong position. No wonder
many Jews have been pessimistic; they have suffered
too long to take an optimistic view. If the Council fails, ··
or if it equivocates, the Church will stand condemned.
That judgment will be justly deserved.
· . .·
COMMONWEAL,

May 14, 1965 .·

Some Jewish Reactions
NEW YORK . • . Mr. Morris B. Abram, President of the
American Jewish Committee said today that adoption
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by the Vatican of the Declaration on the Jews was "an.
act of justice long overdue" but he expressed keen
regret over some of its assertions on the ground that·•
they "might give rise to misunderstandings."
.·

~rit~n

military contribution, greater thanthat of
or/{C
France, should entitle the Federal Republic to .a pucle~r

rok.

·

·

·

·

· Change still unlikely· ·
It has none. Nor is it likely to receive one, for the i i
very reason that no NATO partner, with perhaps the <
exception of the United States, genuinely f~vors Ger- <
man nuclear sharing.
·
<
·
In the febrile atmosphere of West Germany's electio1f · >
campaign leading politicians have becorµe strident on< ·
the subject.
·
· · •.·.. <
Former Defense Minister Franz-Josef Strauss warne_d
that exclusion of West Germany from a Western nu-· .
clear force might give rise to a "new ftihrer-type_
<
leader." .
· ·
. · ·· i <
The allies, he declared, must not re-create the con".<> ..
ditions of the Versailles Treaty by denying .the Federal·
Why the search for Nazis twenty years after World ·
Republic its "legitimate nuclear role." . · ··
·.
i <
War II? Why does bitterness still burn as a hot coal
[Hitler used the "War Guilt" clause and discrimi->
in the hearts of millions throughout the world? Why
natory
aspects of the Versailles Treaty, which ended > >
can so many decent human beings not find in their
World War I, to rouse national resentment arµong ..·.
.
hearts the capacity to forgive and forget?
Germans.]
· ·
·
· .·
·
·
A story in this newspaper yesterday suggests one
· · .. ·· ·.
of the reasons. There has just been published in
Adenauer outspoken
;
Germany a book entitled "For Theirs Was the Hell."
Former Chancellor Konrad Adenauer .expressed it > >
It is a documented account of the fate which befell
differently. NATO, he warned, must not be dividecl >
some of the 1.2 million Jewish children under 16 years
into first-class and second-class members. - .·
·
of age in Hitler's concentration camps. These few ·
Chancellor
Ludwig
Erhard
and
his
foreign
Minister~ >
sentences from the story are enough: "Then the guard
Gerhard Schroder told an election meeting in Hannover < i/
ordered the children to fold their clothes neatly and
that Bonn would not retreat from its demand that NA- < i
march into the gas chamber and crematory. One little
TO's non-nµclear members be givena share in nuclear · .··. ·
boy, less than 2 years old, was too little to climb the
. planning.
·
steps~ So the guard took the child in her arrµs and
Any Geneva disarmament or nonproliferation treaty
)
.. carried him into the chamber."
·
which excluded such sharing, he declared, woqld be> >
There is the reason - one little boy.
rejected by the West German Government.· ... · ·.
. ·....·
Editorial (Sept. 14, 1965)
Earlier Dr. Schroder had warned that Bonn could ..··.
THE NEW YoRK TIMES
not forswear eventual acquisition of nuclear weapons .>
unless West Germany is given a voice in their control.
Professor Erhard, echoing his Foreign Minister, /i<
added that a disarmament treaty should be coupled · · ··
with progress on "the German question." By this was ·
....
,
.
meant that the Soviet Union should be forced to con". ·
BONN
cede something on the reunification of Germany in
It would be hard to find a European people, with the
return for the security gains of a worldwide disarmapossible execption of the Swedes and Swiss, who to
ment or nonproliferation .treaty
· · ·
··
some extent do not still mistrust the Germans.
Comparison sharp
.• ·
For almost all Europeans-Britons, Frenchmen,
Dutchmen, Danes, Russians, Poles, Czechs, and others
The Federal Republic, 20 years after the war, has ·
bitter memories of World War II col9r today's attitude
become the most powerful nation in Western Europe.
It ranks as the second trading country in the world, < >
toward the Germans.
These widely variant peoples share one conviction.
after the United States. One American diplomat pointed << .·/
None of them wants Germany--either Germanyour that the [Communist] German Democratic Republic .. i/
armed with nuclear weapons under German control.
( DDR), with 17 million people, today is a stronger >
industrial power th<in all.of Hitler's .G ermany had been .·
In this sense the [West] German Federal Republic·
in 1938.
·
· ·
·
· ·
is not yet a full partner in NATO~ Its economic and
From a statement issued on October 15, 1965
. we should like to express our appreciation of the
evident good will and the sincere feeling for human.
brotherhood which impelled so many distinguished
leaders of the Catholic Church to strive for a public
repudiation by their Church of the movements which
seek to distort Catholic teachings and to exploit . these
distortions in the service of anti-Semitism. ·
From a statement issued by the
World Conference of Jewish Organizations

i

>

.One .little Boy

>:·

Bonn Oemantling
Nu,/ear Weapons

OcroaER . 1965 - ' 19

The DDR, tenth ranking industrial power in the
world, is miniscule in output, compared with what is
turned out by the busy hands of 58 million Germans
in the Federal Republic. Today's Germany, in other
words, packs much more muscle than Hitler's Germany
could boast in its prime.
The nuclear situation differs across the Iron Curtain.
Among European Communist powers only the Soviet
Union enjoys control over these weapons. Thus the
DDR is not discriminated against, vis-avis its Warsaw
Pact allies.
Within NATO, however, not only the United States
but also Britain and France-both less powerful than
the Federal Republic-have nuclear weapons of their
own. What is more, neither Britain nor France shows
inclination to share control of its weapons with the
West Germans.
To most observers it is inconceivable that the people
of West Germany-"an economic giant but a political
dwarf," as West Berlin Mayor Willy Brandt put itwill remain forever content with a second-class role ...
T1rn CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR (Sept. 3, 1965)

·Tevye Stirs Up a Storm
TEL Aviv
Although "Fiddler on the Roof" has been enjoying
considerable success here, it has not been a clear-cut
triumph. The major complaint from several critics and
members of the audiences has been the interpretation
of the central role of Tevye by Bomba J. Zur, a sabra,
or native-born Israeli. The complaint in essence is
that his "portrayal lacks Yiddishkeit," which simply
means old-fashioned, dyed-in-the-wool Jewishness, the
kind that prevailed among European Jews of past
generations . . .
Unruffled by the derision, Mr. Zur explained in an
interview why he had given the role a sabra interpretation.
"My Tevye doesn't groan, weep, wail and sigh like
a miserable Jew in the Diaspora (the world of Jews
outside the Holy Land), said the actor, a heavy-set
man of 36 . . . "I dropped all the oi vays meers from
Joseph Stein's script . . .
Mr. Zur's interpretation of the part illustrates the
casualness of a typical Sabra to his Jewishness. It is
something he takes for granted; he feels no need to
join a temple or to perform any rituals ...
His breed of Israelis feels a strong emotional distaste for the bearded, black-hatted, kaftan-clad Jews
who cling grimly to the customs and costumes of the
East European ghettoes and who strive to preserve
the complexes and characteristics that Jews developed
as an oppressed minority in Russian, Polish or Slavic
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worlds. Those outlandish figures are reminders of a
period when Jews were despised and humiliated. The
generation reared in a happier, freer and more normal
millieu feels no affinity with them. "Frankly," Mr. Zur
remarked, "/ have more in common with Arabs than·
with them." ...
The general indifference of young Israelis about their
antecedents in Eastern Europe has concerned responsible educators here. Dr. Elimelech Rimalt, chairman
of the parliamentary education committee, said that
pedagogues have held long meetings discussing how
to make sabras conscious of their roots.
"We must do it to preserve an identification between
Israelis and Jews in the Diaspora," Dr. Rimalt said.
"But we haven't found a solution. Apparently it'll
involve a whole new approach to the teaching of history
and literature."
When he was a teacher, Dr. Rimalt recalled, Israeli
students responded eagerly to studies about the Maccabees who fought bravely against powerful Greek
forces and were victorious. Boys and girls participated
keenly in discussions, asked questions and sought analogies with the recent Israeli War of Independence.
However, classes were lethargic when the teacher
glorified the passive heroism of East European Jews
who bravely clung to their religion although they could
have spared themselves misery and persecution by renouncing Judaism. Students accepted the idea and
acknowledged that there would be no State of Israel
today had it not been for that passive heroism. However, they didn't ask questions. They didn't want to
discuss it. Apparently they didn't want to be identified·
with losers . . .
THE NEW YORK TIMES (August 15, 1965)

Jewish Divorce Dilemma
Causes Misery for Girl
Just suppose you received this kind of letter. What ·
would you do? "Dear Rabbi Rosenbaum: I realize
that your column, 'Rabbi at Random,' is not intended
to provide advice to the lovelorn. But I have just
undergone a painful and shocking experience which
could have been prevented if - twenty-one years ago
my mother had been told what I have learned too
late. This all sounds very lurid, I know; but the sub- ..
ject is an important one and I don't know any other
way of telling about it.
.·
"I believe that, while it is no longer possible to help
me, if you will share my letter with your readers and .
especially with your rabbinic colleagues, it may pre-

vent future tragedies. I am a twenty-year-old college
junior (female). I come from an old line Reform
Jewish family.· I was confirmed by the rabbi of my
temple, was active in the NFTY (temple youth group)
attended services frequently, and believe I am considered good 'leadership' material.
"At college, I began 'going steady' with a Jewish
medical student from a fine Orthodox family who is,
himself, quite Orthodox in his personal life. Since I
apparently have a 'religious streak' in me, I was not
only willing, hut eager to conform to his pattern of
religious observance with regard to the Sabbath, the
dietary laws, and all the rest. We were planning to be
married upon my graduation from college. Our families were of the same socio-economic status, our in~
terests were compatible and everything looked most
promising.
"When we had set the wedding date, we arranged
a conference with his rabbi (who was to perform the
ceremony). In the course of our discussion, he asked
a number of apparently routine questions in a moreor-less offhand fashion. One of them was, 'Were
either of your parents ever divorced?' I replied that
my mother had been married for a very brief period
to someone, prior to her marriage to my father. The
rabbi asked if, in addition to her civil divorce, she
bad received a Jewish religious divorce - a get.
"I laughed and replied that I would ask her, but
that I doubted it very much, since we were Reform
Jews and did not believe anything more than a civil
divorce was necessary. Both my fiance and the rabbi
began to look very grave; and the rabbi suggested that
I find out as soon as possible from my mother if she
had ever received a get.
"It turned out that she had not. As a matter of
fact, she did not even have the faintest idea that such
things still existed. I did not understand the seriousness of the problem until I met with the rabbi and .
my fiance once again. They informed me that, under ·
these circumstances, it was impossible for us to marry.
Since my mother had not obtained a religious divorce,
according to Jewish law she was considered still married to her first husband. I (and my brothers and sisters) were regarded as illegitimate and could not be.
married by someone who felt bound by the 'halacha}
It was not simply that the rabbi in question wouldn't
have performed the ceremony. I am sure a Reform
rabbi would have done so.
"It was that my fiance, as an observant Orthodox
Jew, would not marry me, much as he loved me; anymore than, as he put it, he would eat on Y om Kippur,
no matter how much he wanted to. Of course, we
consulted rabbinic authorities in an effort to find a·
way out - but there simply was none. So, our engagement was broken of[

"There are, I suppose, greater tragedies in life. My
reason tells me that sooner or later each one of us
will fall in love with someone else and 'live happily
ever after.' But the point of my letter is this. As a
person raised in the Reform tradition, I can under-·
stand and be sympathetic to a rationalistic theology
which says a get is outmoded and unnecessary: But
what I resent terribly is this. Why wasn't my mother
told by her rabbi something like, 'from the point of
view of Reform Judaism a Jewish divorce is unnecessary. If you have a civil divorce we believe your second marriage is acceptable in the sight of God as well
as man. But please be aware that if your children
should fall in love with an Orthodox (or I believe,
Conservative) Jew, they will not be able to be married.'

"I think that my mother, if she had been told of the.
consequences, would have arranged for a Jewish divorce. After all, as far as I know, there is nothing in
Reform Judaism which prohibits a conscientious Reform Jew from also obtaining a religious divorc;e . . .
just in case.
"I really don't know whether there is any official
Reform policy about this matter. But, I do believe
that if more people knew about this, there snonwould
be. Sincerely."
·
From a column, Rabbi at Random, which appears in
THE CHICAGO JEWISH SENTINAL (Sept. 23, 1965)

Acclaimed By Educators
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This Bible textbook for religious schools of alf.
trends has a new and creative approach to the
teaching of Chumash by emphasizing the ethical ·
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·second looks
·at the jewish scene·• ·
A Fantasy
N.e.ws ITEM:

A Jewish Chapel has

been dedicated at Kennedy Interna·
tional Airport to serve air travelers..
The airport already has a Protestant
and Catholic chapel. The Jewish
Chapel, sponsored by the New York
Board of Rabbis, will serve Jews of
all denominations.
IT WAS A PROMISE TO HIS MOTHER:

Each year on her yahrtzeit he would
go to the old Schul on Chicago's
South State Street where she had
davened, to say Kaddish for her.
Now that Max was a successful
dress manufacturer on Seventh Ave-.
nue in New York it was not always
easy to take a day off to go to Chicago-the yahrtzeit fell in the "sea..,
son"-but he hadn't missed once.
This year it was a little easier- the
yahrtzeit fell on Saturday.
"Better make that flight reservation now" he thought to himself as
he was studying the sketches for his
new "line."
"Good morning, Union Air Lines .
reservations, may I help you?"
"Yes, I'd like to reserve a flight
for une to. Chicago for this coming
Friday."
.·
"Certainly, when did you plan to
"Well my . . . er . . . business
isn't until the morning . .."
"Fine, I can give you Flight 19
which arrives at Ohara Airport at
midnight and you can sµe nd the
nig;ht at the airport hotel."
· · "l did want to make a service at
Idlewild before take-off . . ."
"What denomination, sir?"
"Hebrew" Max blurted out, the
word Jewish still stuck in his throat.
"Well, I can give you a traditional
sunset service at the Jewish chapel"
- she had no trouble with the word
-"which connects with our 6:30

cocktail and dinner flight, or I can
give you a late evening service which
connects with our Flight 19."
"Is that late service Reform?"
"No, it's Conservative . . . We
had very few calls for a late Friday
Reform service, so we've switched
it to Sunday morning. That service
is televised live . . . save's your
family the trouble of seeing you
off."
"How's that?"
"Well, you see . . . we have the
camera pick up each worshiper as
he shakes hands with the rabbi at
the check-in gate, and you get eighteen seconds to wave good-bye."
"Well, no, I do have to be in
Chicago Saturday morning. Better
book me for the late service. Is that
one televised?"
"No, I'm sorry sir, but we can
give you a tape of the service as a
souvenir of your flight . . . When
are you planning to return?"

"I have some business in Chicago
for Monday and Tuesday ... should
be ready to return on Wednesday
evening."
·
"Wednesday evening, let me
check that ...hmm ... I can give
you a 7:00 P.M. flight that lands
at Kennedy just in time for an inter- ..·
faith service at the Protestant Chap- .·
el."
"Does that mean I don't have to
go to temple the following Friday?"
'Tm sorry sir, we don't answer
theological questions, but you can
get a ruling from the resident intrafaith chaplain."
"Alright, book me for both those
flights. By the way, what movie is
showing on Flight 19?"
"We have the latest Bealle film,
sir, sure you'll enjoy it ..."
"Oh, I saw that on my way to .·
London last week, thank's anyway,
I'll try Cross-Country Airlines."
"Sorry we couldn't serve you sir,
but thank you for calling Union
Airlines."

South African Orthodoxy
ORTHODOX JEWRY IN SOUTH AFRI-

ca has traditionally remained aloof
from Reform, which has played a
minor role in the Jewish community.
Recently, in part due to the agitation of an American R eform minister who stayed in the country for
a little while, the Reform group has
been demand ing greater recognition
by the Orthodox establishment. The
matter came to a head with the
following statement signed jointly
by Chief Rabbi B. M. Jasper and
the head of the local Reform move.~
ment. The statement reads in part,
as follows:
With a view to clearing up the con-

fusion and misunderstanding that
seem to be rife in some communal
circles, the Orthodox Chief Rabbi
B. M. Jasper and the Senior Reform
R abbi A. S. Super have agreed as
follows:
I) From the religious point of
view there is an unbridgeable gulf
between Orthodoxy and Reform.
Therefore there can be no question
of Orthodox Rabbis, Ministers or
Chazonim participating in any Reform services, or vice-versa; nor can
there be any joint Orthodox-Reform
religious services.
·
2) At public communal functions
such as banquets, dinrrers or lunch~

eons, Grace before and after meals ·
will be recited completely by an
Orthodo:( Chazan. ·
· ·

Jewish Culture?

3) At the Annual Memorial
Meeting at Westpark Cemetery, organized by the Board of Deputies
as an Act of Mourning and Homage · ·
representative of the entire Commu"'."
nity, the traditional Memorial Prayers will be recited by an Orthodox
Chazan; and an Orthodox Minister
and a Reform Minister will both be
seated on the platform.
4) With regard to Chaplaincy at
Military Camps, the duly appointed
Orthodox chaplain will use his good ··
offices with the local camp Com- .
mander to facilitate visits by a Reform Minister to the Reform personnel who happen to be there. In
other words the Orthodox appointed chaplain would ask his local
Commander if Reform Minister X
could be allowedto visit the Reform.
boys~
·

WHAT IS JEWISH CULTURE? IS IT A

5) In social, welfare and other
non-religious matters, Orthodox and·
Reform should cooperate (as is indeed already the practice) in the
general communal interest. Where
religious issues become involved the
principles stated in paragraphs I.
and 2. of this letter would apply,
While the situation in South Africa is admittedly different, it is
interesting to observe the dignity·
which emerges when Orthodoxy
makes no bones. al.)out its attitude
to Reform.

.
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poem by Bialik; an essay by Achad .··
Haam? Is it a canvas by Chagall;
a Broadway prest;:titation ot Sholom
·
Aleichem? · · ·
These are cultural manifestations .
~but not of a healthy Jewish pea.. ·
pie. They represent a people torn
away from their roots, but not so
far removed. as to <::over all traces. of
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canvas of the Jewish artist draws
inspiration from the Jews who lived
a Torah way of life.
Strange it is then that exponents
of "Jewish culture" glorify the Jewish past, and scorn those Jews who
have brought this past with them
into the present. The Jew with his
curled paios is a hero on the canvas
and a villain when he appears in
the flesh. The yeshiva bochur is
glorified in verse, but he is mocked

in polemical prose.
These thoughts come to mind as
we contemplate a new addition to
Jewish organizational life-the Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, an offshoot of the Conference
on Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany.
The Conference is the agency
which collected and distributed the

funds paid by West Germany for
the destruction of European Jewry
and consfication of their properties.
This body is governed by representatives of twenty-three Jewish groups
and a major portion of the funds
was allocated by them for the reconstruction of European Jewish
communal life and the rehabilitation
of victims of Nazi terror. Orthodox
Jewry was represented by the World
Organization of Agudath Israel
which succeeded in gaining allocations for Orthodox institutions in
Europe and various yeshivos in Israel and other countries. While these
allocations were by far not in proportion to the needs of Torah institutions, at least Orthodoxy was represented and could raise its voice in
protest.
When the final payment was
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made by Germany to the Conference, this body voted to create the
Memorial Foundation which was·
granted $10,000,000 from the rep-.
arations funds. However, with the
change from conference to memorial foundation a new governing
structure was created. Dr. Nahum ··
Goldmann was elected president of
the Foundation and appointed an
administration committee of nine
members, excluding the representative of the World Agudah and leaving no Orthodox voice on the governing body which will determine
how the ten million dollars will be
used. (Rabbi Israel Miller, president
of the Rabbinical Council of Arner,,
ica, is a member of the executive,
but only as a representative of the .
Synagogue Council of America.)
At the same time that the groups
which represent the most positive
approach to Jewish culture and consequently to Jewish survival were
not deemed worthy of representation on the Memorial Foundation·.
for Jewish Culture, such groups as
the P. E. N. Center in Israel, the
Yiddish P. E. N. Club, the Committee of Institutions of Higher Learning in Israel, and the World Union
of Jewish Students, were granted
representation.
Again we ask our original question: What is Jewish Culture? To
the Torah Jew of course, Jewish .
culture without Torah is a mythical.
creature, having neither soul nor
body. But even the nationalistic,
secular Jew must understand-as ·
some do-that Jewish culture without the backing of yeshivas and
Torah institutions is like paper cur-.
rency not backed by precious metal.
Rejecting even this thesis, there can
be no justification for exc1uding Orthodox representation. This exclu- ·
sion of Torah agencies has already
manifested itself. in large allocations
vaguely earmarked for "Jewish
culture" with insignificant sums
awarded for yeshivas.
[f there is yet a voice of conscience in the morass of Jewish organizational life- let that voice now
be heard.

ARo~script
IN OUR ISSUE OF JUNE, 1965, SIEG-.·
mund Forst wrote in Biographical
Fragments and Aspects of the Life
of Michael B.· Weissmandl, "that
the few avenues of rescue which·.·
opened themselves during the Holo..,
caust, were deliberately ignored by
Zionist leaders, because those avenues of rescue were leading to.·
places other than Palestine, and any
undertaking along that line might
thwart the expectations towards the
establishment of the Jewish State."
The following letter, which appeared
in the Times of London on June 6,
1961, is a significant addition to
the documentation of Mr. Forst's
claims.

To the Editor:
Your recent reports of the Eichmann trial include considerable evidence tending to show that H. M.
Government was largely indifferent
to and unwilling to take action in
defense of the European Jews who
were being massacred daily by the
Nazis; and that this was so in spite
of efforts by Zionist leaders to per-.
suade the British Foreign Office to
rouse itself into action on behalf of
the victims. In your leader [editorial] (June 1st) you express concern lest it be held that our war-time
Government was guilty of negligence in the face of the holocaust.
Your correspondent succinctly suggests that the attention now being
given to this side of the picture is
connected with some current criticism of .Zionist inactivity during the
war. ··
My experience in 1942-3 was
wholly in favour of British readiness
to help, openly, constructively and
totally, and that this readiness met
with opposition from Zionist leaders
who insisted on rescue to Palestine
as the only acceptable form of help.
In December 1952 (long before
the approaches of 1944, reported
from the Jerusalem trial) we in
London formed a Council for Rescue from the Nazi Terror which, in ·

turn, initiated a Parliamentary Rescue Committee under the chairmanship of Professor A V. Hill, M. P.,
supported by leading members of .
both Houses. At the time I was
Executive Director of the Chief
Rabbi's Religious Emergency Council and applied myself to this task.
A Motion was placed on the Order
Paper in the following terms:
That in view of the massacres
and starvation of Jews and others in enemy and enemy-occupied countries, this House asks
H. M. Government, following the
United Nations Declaration read
to both Houses of Parliament on
17th December, 1942, and in
consultation with the Dominion
Government of India, to declare
its readiness to find temporary
refuge in its own territories or
in territories under its control for
endangered persons who are able
to leave those countries; to appeal to the Governments of countries bordering on enemy and
enemy-occupied countries to allow temporary asylum and transit
facilities for such persons; to
offer to those Governments, so
far as practicable, such help as
may be needed to facilitate their
cooperation; and to invite the
other Allied Governments to consider similar action.
As a result of widespread concern
and the persistency of a few, this
Motion achieved within two weeks
a total of 277 Parliamentary signatures of all parties. This purely humanitarian proposal met with sympathy from Government circles and
I should add that H. M. Government did in fact issue some hundreds of M auritius and other immigration permits -indeed, in favour
of any threatened Jewish family
whom we could name. Already
while the Parliamentary Motion was
gathering momentum, voices of dissent were heard from Zionist quarters : " Why not Palestine?" The
obvious answers, that the most ur-

gent concern was humanitarian and
not political, that the Mufti-Nazi·
Alliance ruled out Palestine for the· ·
immediate saving of lives and that
Britain could not then add to her
Middle East problems, were of no
avail.
·
At the Parliamentary Meeting
held on January 27th, 1942, when
the next steps were being energetically pursued by over 100 M. P .s ·.
and Lords, a spokesman for the
Zionists announced that the Jews
would oppose the motion on the
grounds of its omitting to refer to
Palestine. Some voices were raised ·
in support of the Zionist view, there
was considerable debate and thereafter the motion was dead. Even the
promoters exclaimed in desperation:
If the Jews cannot agree among
themselves, how can we help? ·
It was useless to argue with a
then current Zionist argument: "Every nation has had its dead in the
fight for its homeland-the sufferers··
under Hitler are our dead in our
fight." But it would be unjust now·
to permit the mis-writing of history
so as to cast blame upon Britain.
By all means let Eichmann be tried
on his murderous merits. Let the•
nations who participated in the .··
holocaust of this still Dark Age be
judged alongside. Even let the op,.
portunity be taken to point an accusing finger at the neutral bystand..,
ers, nations and individuals. But ·
Britain was at her best.
.
RABBI SOLOMON

Presiding Rabbi,
Union of Orthodox Hebrew ·
Congregations
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THAT A STRUGGLE FOR RELIGION IS

taking place in the State of Israel
is a fact well known to every Jew
and non-Jew. Even those whose
only source of information is the
daily press-which most often offers·
a one-sided picture of the problem,
speaking of 'religious extremists'
and 'fanatics'-know that there are
those who fight for religion in Israel ··
and there are those who oppose it.
The more sophisticated Jew, or
non-Jew, also knows that the gov- ··
ernment of Israel is essentially opposed to the intrusion of religion
in the operation of the State, granting only those concessions which
political expediency makes imperative. This is a bitter pill to swallow
for the Jew who looks to Sinai for
Jewish survival and Jewish vitality.
(It cannot be all sweetness to the
secular Jew who fights religion in
Israel whrn in the recesses of his
soul he knows that Torah and Jewishness are indivisible.)
The polemics of the kampf are
well known to readers of THE JEWISH OBSERVER; the problem is one
of our constant concerns. At its
core it is a prime determinant of
what the Jewish future will be. But
. . . polemicists- this is a fundamental rule-should each stay on
their own side. When the anti-religionist masquerades as a partisan of
relii;ion, he has left the field of polemics and entered into the area of
deliberate falsehood.
SPOKESMEN

FOR

THE

STATE

OF.

Israel have on two occasions in recent
months been guilty of projectu
ri
x
ing an image of Israel as a religious
'1 !) ll 0 l l tl ~ ':> 1 ::l ' 1' n t 1 il 1 l :l M
state in two hii;hly-respected American periodicals, in an attempt to
Due to the large number of
an image of Israel as being
create
requests for copies of WHO'S
the legitimate heir of the Jewish
AFRAID ME? by Siegmund
Forst, which appeared in the · people who in Biblical times inhabited Eretz Yisroel. It is underApril 1965 issue of THE JEWISH
OBSERVER, we have prepared
standable that Israeli leaders should .
reprints which are available
want the non-Jewish world to befree. O Send a stamped, self·
lieve that Israel is a reliqious state,
addressed envelope to: THE
but it is a deliberate distortion of
JEWISH OBSERVER D 5 Beek·
the truth not to point out that whatman St., New York, N. Y. 10038.
ever religion thrives in Israel today_

exists over the opposition of Israel's
officialdom.
Writing in America, the influen..,
tial Catholic weekly (June 26, 1965)
Abba Eban, Israel's Minister of Education declares:
Among the nations of the.··
Middle East today, there is one.
and one alone, Israel, that speaks
the same tongue, upholds the
same faith, bears the same name
and embodies the same national
memories as it did 3 ,000. years
ago.
. . . Modern Israel is, in its
own consciousness and in that of
the world, the descendant of the·
an c i en t Hebrew civilization,
which exercised such a strong influence on the spirit of mankind.
David Ben Gurion, former Prime
Minister of the State of Israel, writes
in the September issue of Harper's
magazine, in an article called, ;'The
Facts of Jewish Exile":
. . . Our life [the Jewish people] has become once again, as
in Biblical days, a complete and
comprehensive experience, com·
promising within a state framework that is Jewish all the living
values of the individual and the ·
nation . . .
[AJ special revolution ... has .
been taking place in the land of
Israel . . . [involving1 every Jew
who came to the land, a revolution in his way of life, vocation,
language, status, in all that is
meant by the Hebrew term
geulah, which has no paralell in
any other language but to which
"redemvtion'' comes nearest.
No polemics; just some questions.
Does the State of Israel uohold .
"the same faith .. . as it did 3,000
years ago"?
Can one speak of geulah (as the·
word has been used for centuries}
in the land of Israel when the State
is governed by men who are openly
hostile to religion and to the asoirations of those who want to uphold
the same faith it did 3,0oO yeass
ag;()?
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of human life-of Torah
have created the impulse< rn~u<>rn
evil; I have created Torah as
stories it is often done in a whispeI"
antidote," the Almighty tells· ·
and there ai;e ".r ules" as to the kind . Only To.rah perspectives can
of company in which such stories
us from the confusion. in
may be told. The whispers and the ..
values which surrounds us. The
rules would seem to indicate that verse is equally true; to the
there is a small group of initiates_·
that we remove ourselves
who "know" about such things,
Torah, to that extent will we
which they want to keep from oth- .
susceptible to those ills which
ers. "Fools" Chazal say to them;
ish family life has
Hakol yodin, "Everyone ·· knows .·· avoided in the past.
. . ."; and yet this is an area of
human life so delicate, so sublime,
so easily marred, that we dare not
Have you renewed .
your subscription?
/
tarnish it by uncouth talk. It is not
No? . . . then <lo it now! .. ··
the shock to others that is of primary · ·
concern, but the damage to one's ·.·.··
own soul that will occur when .· this ·
sublime relationship is spoken of
in giggles and whispers.
·
· The Mahral points this up when
he raises the question as to why we
speak of LOSHON HORO (evil speech,
gossip) using the simile of loshon
(the tongue ) and NIVUL PEH (vul,- ·.
gar speech) using the simile of peh .·
(the mouth)-when both are activated by speech. LOSHON HORO, he .
replies-like the tongue-has the
ability to leave the mouth and inflict
injury on others; NIVUL PEH, on the
other hand is most destructive- to .·
the individual who speaks it.
The emptiness of the Sexual Revolution in American life is betrayed
by Chazal in the . two words: "Ev~
eryone knows . . ." Our society
appears to suddenly have discovered
sex, and is so flabbergasted with its
discovery that it simply does not
know what to do with it. .·
· .
In Jewish life, in Torah life, there
must be a continuous awareness of
the perspective offered to us by ·

most a total revision of moral standards governing male"'."female relationships in our society. It is manifest
in both serious and popular litera:- .
ture and in the arts; but most bla- ·
tantly, in the lives of Mr. and Miss · ·
America. These new attitudes, as :
much as they are opposed to Torah
standards, have seeped into the lives
of all who are in any way expose4
to the mass media, be it radio, television, the popular' magazines or
even the somber New York Times.
Youngsters, who in another time ..
would have been absorbed in childhood interests, are now caught up
in artificially-induced adult pursuits.
Teenagers-because they are a lu- .·
crative market, with huge spending
power-have become the pacesetters of the times.
The problem of sexual looseness ·
is certainly not unique to our times . .
Even a superficial reading of the
Written Torah and the Talmud indicates a deep awareness of the ·
problem. What is unique, is the
speed with which "new" values can
be communicated to masses of people and assimilated into their every..: ·.
day lives. Few of us- if any~an .·
. escape this influence entirely.
Everyone knows, the Sages tell
us, why .the kalah enters the bridal .·
chamber; yet they lash out at one
who speaks of this relationship in •
vulgar terms. While Chazal were
careful to use subtle language in .
speaking of bodily functions gen~
erally, they were not thereby inhibited from discussin~ the most intimate details of marital life, without
the prudishness of some religionists . . Chazal on this fundamental aspect·
(A youngster who studies in a yeshiva is exposed to these teachings
RUDY TE PEL >
in the most wholesome manner pos- .·
·· OrchestrCJ
sible.) But why the anger by Chazal
1921 AVENUE K
with one who speaks of these matters in uncouth language? They ex- ..
. Brooklyn, N. Y. ·
press their concern in the introduc~ .
ES 7-0654 .
tory phrase of the passage, "Every~
one knows . . ." . ·
.· ·
·
When people· exchange smutty .
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HUMANE SLAUGHTER
To the Editor:
I would like to comment on your May
article concerning Shechitah and humane
slaughter legislation. My credentials are
simply those of an Orthodox lay citizen
with a professional degree in biology.
A complete rebuttal to Mr. Gross'
argument would require a letter of comparable length to this article. Since this
is beyond my abilities, I will limit myself
to a few brief observations.
The article contains some amazing remarks. Gross says "Compassion, pity and
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love are too important and valuable to
be squandered with profligacy lest they
become meuningless," as if these emotions were money to be spent with caution, instead of being reflections of the
Divine in man, whose inte.nsity actually
increases with use.
He clouds the issue by pretending that
the humane societies are seeking to legislate love of animals, when in truth of
course, they seek only to defend the
otherwise defenseless against unnecessary
cruelty and pain- surely a Jewish ideal
of the highest caliber.
No person with any feelings of compassion who has ever witnessed shackling
and hoisting of mature cattle, or suspension of sheep and calves for minutes on
end prior to shechicah, will be convinced
by Gross' sophistries that these inhumane
practices be allowed to continue without
making every effort to eliminate such
practices. It is a debasement of Jewish
dignity and a mockery of Jewish law for
the sclwcliet to be meticulously eliminating a knick in his clwlef, while 1500
pounds of live animal hangs by one leg,
withering and bellowing in pain awaiting
what should be the painless shechita
vouchsafed him by our Torah.
While it is clear that legislation in this
area must be carefully scrutinized by our
rabbis from the halachic and secular
administrative standpoint, blind and uncompromising opposition to any and all
humane slaughter laws must be rejected
as incompatible with the Jewish admonition against tzar baal chaim. Instead,
Orthodox Jewry should be in the forefront of those seeking more humane
methods of pre-shechit-~h handling of
these dumb creatures who, nevertheless,
feel pain as actually as we do.
MORRIS GOLDMAN, Sc. D.
Scientist Director
Public Ilea/th Service
Washington, D. C.

Mr. Gross replies:
I fully agree with Dr. Goldman that
compassion, pity and love, being reflections of the Divine in man, are qualities
whose intensity increases with use. Note,
however, how he has twisted my idea.
I deprecated profligacy in regard to the
obiects of our compassion and love.
Respect which shows no discrimination
between an am Jraaretz and a ta/mid
c:hoclzom; devotion which shows no
distinction between a stranger and a
brother; compassion that exhibits no
difference between humans and animals;

charity which fails to distinguish even
so finely as between the needy of one's
own city and those of another, is not
halachic. Such indiscriminate profligacy
will erode these qualities. What Dr.
Goldm~n mentions, however, is the use
of these qualities-a subjective exercise.
In that respect I agree that use does not
dissipate, but rather strengthens one's·
capacity to function with these emotions. ·
Dr. Goldman's letter points up the ·
loose, unanalytic way of thinking that
[ criticized when he states: ". . . the ·
humane societies ... seek only to defend
the otherwise defenseless against unnecessary cruelty and pain." By making a
single category of the "otherwise defenseless," in which we generally include
widows, orphans, poor, disabled and sick,
he sneaks in the animals and then unfurls above them the Jewish ideal of heip
for the defenseless as an argument for
the entire category. Despite Dr. Gold- .·
man's fallacious analysis, he may be
correct in calling for opposition to unnecessary cruelty and pain to animals
although it really begs the question.
Our difference with the humane societies ·
arises from the fact that they are opposed even to necessary pain. More
precisely, we differ as to what pain is
necessary- whether human and religious
needs create an overriding necessity or
whether the principle against pain to
animals is absolute.
To charge m e with "blind and uncompromising opposition to any and all
humane slaughter laws" is simply not to
have read what I wrote. I suggested
legislation that would "permit killing
only by rapid severance of the carotid
artery-- the sole undisputed 'humane'
method." True, this was a tongue-incheek suggestion for everyone knows
that the humane societies will never
consent to such a bill because it leads
away from their real objective-which is
not as Dr. Goldman suggests, the defense
of the defenseless from pain, but is to
attack. Shechitah covertly. If I am unduly ·
suspicious and unfair to the humane
societies, I would be most happy to have
them prove that I am wrong by their
introduction of a bill that would limit
all slaughter to a shechitah-type of
operation.

A week-day Bar Mibvah,
either with or without Krias

Hatorah, can be an inspir·
experience and will
avoid Chilul Shabbos.

ing
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Some Praise
To the Editor:
I was very pleased to receive a subscription to THE JEWISH OBSERVER, as a
gift. Not having been in America for the
fast few years, I am still very interested
in happenings, trends, etc. in the Jewish
world there. I am very pleased to see this
well-written, interesting, English-language
publication which is helping to fulfill the
dire need of spreading Daas Torah in
. America . . .
There were a number of articles in
your Tammuz issue which I found very
stimulating. I was particularly pleased
with the one about Rav Weismandl 7"i>T.
Siegmund Forst pointed out . . . the
almost complete lack of preoccupation
with the true causes for the destruction
· of a major portion of our own people ....
Even when Orthodox publications do
discuss the Nazi persecutions, these discussions usually deal with not forgetting
what Germany did, the heroism of Orthodox Jews, and other similar themes.
Very seldom does one find in Orthodox
publications mention of the need to
search for, and be aware of, the real
reasons . .. for what happened.

complacent and to place the blame
solely on the Jews who were in the nonOrthodox camp: Were the lessons of
recent history properly studied and applied, they could undoubtedly help us to
strengthen ourselves and make us better
able to develop the spiritllal offensive
which is so imperative now (as discussed
in "How Many Millions?" and the Book
Reyiew ... in your Tammuz issue).
MICHAEL SITZMAN

Gateshead,. England
To the Editor:
I am unable to delay any longer expressing my profound appreciation for
the continued excellence of your journal.
I look forward to the issues and have
never been disappointed in the content.
I would like to single out the article
by Rabbi Weinberger on the Williamsburg project (April, 1965) as being
especially significant. It is a development other communities would do well
to study and attempt in their own area.
JOSEPH

Washington University .
St. Louis, Mo.

In all ages our Gedolirn have searched
for, and found, reasons why Hashem

had eprmitted various troubles to befall
our nation . ..
It would be a mistake for us to be

ALPHONSE PODRIZKI
Veterans Hospital
Shrevesport, La.
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UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY
West Coast Corporation recently reorgan•.
ized that can withstand rigid financial ex- .
amination is offering on a no-franchise fee ·
basis exclusive distributorships. This is a
product in demand by every home owner
and every business and is currently being·
used by such national organizations as Sears
Roebuck and Co., Holiday Inn Motels and
various branches of the armed forces. Pro-··
dud I00% guaranteed; investment from
$600 to $14.000. Investment guaranteed with
I OOo/o markup. Manufacturer has proven
method of distribution advertising and merchandising. A factory representative will
assist you in setting up your business. For
complete details and descriptive literature.
write National Chem-Plastics Corp. 1550 ·
Page Industrial Blvd., St. Louis, Missouri
63132 or calf collect Robert T. Adams at HA 6-7242, Area Code 314.
.

SHOMER SHABBOS JOl!S .
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ARE YOU PLANNING A SliWCHA ?

Bar Mitzvah

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES in life & health
insurance. Jad Klausner CLU, Agency
Supervisor. Cooperman & Groman, Gen•.
Agents. John Hancock
Life Insurance
118-21 Queens Blvd., Forest..Hills, N. Y.
11375, Tel.: BO 3·2211.
.
. .

HALllFING£R

Professor of Social Work

To the Editor:
Congratulations for publishing such an
outstanding magazine.

w,dding

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

TR 5-5075
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FREE DELIVERY

DAF YOMI CALENDAR
AVAILABLE
A free copy of a Daf Yomi Calendar
for the current year 5726, listing the
exact page of the Talmud to be studied
each day can be obtained free of charge
by writing to the national office of Agudath .lsrael.
· ·
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Acudat!I Israel of America
Rabbi Morris Sherer. Executive Vice-Pres.

THOUSAND DELEGATES TO PARTICIPATE IN
NATIONAL CONVENTION OF AGUDATH ISRAEL
FOREMOST TORAH AUTHORITIES TO SPEAK
N'SHEI AND ZEIREI CONVENTIONS SAME
WEEK-END - OPENS THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
Over a thousand delegates and guests
from every part of the United States,
Canada and Central America will attend
the 43rd National Convention of Agudath lsrael of America, which opens
Thursday evening, November l 1th at the
Pioneer Country Club in Greenfield
Park, New York. The convention, which
will continue through Sunday evening,
will feature addresses by the major
Torah authorities in this country.
N 'shei Agudath Israel of America,
the Agudist women's organization, and
Zcirei Agudath Israel of America, its
youth movement, will hold their bi-annual conventions simultaneously in separate sessions.
The three-day convention will explore
current Jewish issues and formulate
policies for the American section of the
Agudath Israel World Movement. A
top leader of the Israeli Agudath Israel
will make a special trip to the convention after the Knesset elections to deliver a first-hand report of the election
campaign and an analysis of lhe results.
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Keren Hasheviis
Agudath Israel of America has
launched a Keren Hasheviis to
help the Agudist settlements in ..
Israel with observing shmitah, of
which the most famous is Komemiut in the Negev. This fund
for the observance of Shmita
will be administered by a special
committee which will mobilize
nationwide financial support for
this important project.
Contributions should be sent
to: Keren Hasheviis of Agudath
Israel, 5 Beekman Street, New
York, N. Y. 10038.
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A report of the last two years of
organization since the previous convenactivities of the American Agudath Israel
tion will be rendered, indicating an immense growth in the movement's activities, especially in the field of representing
Orthodox Jewish interests before the nation's legislative bodies, and in communicating Torah views to the broad masses.
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WARM RESPONSE TO
AGUDAH'S WEEKLY RADIO
PROGRAM

current Jewish events and interviews
with leading Orthodox personalities from
every walk of life.

The launching of the third season of
weekly radio broadcasts by Agudath Israel was warn1ly received. The programs,
which are sponsored by the New York
Branch Presidents Council of Agudath
Israel, are heard every Saturday evening
at 9:30 P.~l. over Station WEVD. 'fhe
series is directed by Mr. Joseph Friedenson and presents stimulating opinions on

BNOS AGUDATH ISRAEL
NATIONAL CONVENTION
NOVEMBER 5 TO 7
Bnos Agudath Israel of America, the
girls Agudist movement, will hold a
national convention over the weekend of
November 5-7 at Bodners New Forest
Hotel in Lakewood, New Jersey. 'fhe

gathering wil! bring together leaders of
Bnos group:$ from every part of the
country, who will participate in work~
shops on youth leadership and will hear
addresses from distinguished A.gudist
leaders.
Frumie Heszkel will chair the con~
vention, and Mrs. Belle Young will rep~
resent N'shei Agudath Israel.

Have you renewed
your subscription?
No? ... then do it now!
OCTOBER 1965 -

31

ASSOCIATION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH SCIENTISTS
OF GREAT BRITAIN

Please reply to:

Telephone:

27, STAMFORD HILL,
LONPQN, N,16
Dear Member:
• • • The Jewish Observer [is] a relatively new high-class
J ewish monthly issued from 5, Be ekman Stre et. New York
10038. We can warmly recommend this monthly to our members
as it contains topical articles of a lively and inte r es ting
nature and of a high standa rd, both from the religious
and literary point of view.
From the AOJS Newsletter

We deeply appreciate the warm words of our
English-speaking brothers from across the sea.

You too will find The Jewish Observer
"lively and interesting"
and so will your relatives and friends
Subscribe NOW and send a gift subscription I

.---------------------------------------------------------------•
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THE JEWISH OBSERVER / 5 Beekman Street / New York, N. Y. 10038
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Gentlemen:

I

Enclosed is my check or money order for............................. annual subscription (s) to :
I
I
The Jewish Observer @ $5.00 each.
I

This is a

0

NEW SUBSCRIPTION / a

0

RENEWAL.

D Enclosed is a list of names and addresses for gift subscriptions.
Please send a gift card in my name.
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NAM E.......................................................................................................AD DRESS......................................................................................,.......
CITY.................................._........................................................................STATE..........-...............................................................ZIP....................
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