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The Schottenstein Edition 

Tractate Chullin 
(Hebrew, English, and Daf Yomi) is replete 

with magnificent full-color illustrations 

needed to understand the Gemara discussions. 

All 4 volumes of Chullin will il"Y:l be available in 

time for Daf Yomi. Most are already in print. 

Have you ever asked, 
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"What does the Creator really want from me?" 

WHAT E 
SEVEN KEYS TO LIFE FULFILLMENT 

By Rabbi Noah Weinberg and Yaakov Salomon 

This new ground-breaking book, "What the Angel Taught You - Seven Keys to Life Fulfi//ment," by RABBI 
NOAH WEINBERG, Founder and Dean of Yeshivas Aish Hatorah in Jerusalem, asks and answers some 

of the most compelling questions we all seem to have: 

What does the Creator really want from me? • What is the highest class of pleasure in this world? • How do I 

get my prayers answered? •How do I know if my decisions are right? •Are there any absolute truths on Earth? 

• How does free will bring me happiness? • Why was Man created? 

YAAKOV SALOMON, C.S. w. is a prominent psychotherapist and accomplished author who weaves Rabbi 
Weinberg's concepts into a user-friendly tapestry of step-by-step instructions toward answering these questions. 

Together they have articulated a fresh and clear manual, transmitting penetrating insights in simple and invig

orating terms. The result is a new approach to pleasure, prayer, free will, happiness, knowledge, and intellectual

ism that will leave you smiling, nodding, and totally inspired. A Shaar Press Book 

Take Me to the Zoo 
Lions, elephants and 

snakes in the Midrash and nature 
By Tsivia Yanofsky 

Natural history from a Torah point of view! 

Tsivia Yanofsky, author of the best-selling Take Me to the Holy Land, 

shares remarkable facts about lions, snakes, and elephants - creatures 

that are a source of fascination for everyone. But this delightful book is far 

from a mere "nature study." The author relates the significance of these ani
mals in the Torah, and recounts stories and observations about them from 

the Talmud, Midrash, and other traditional sources. 
Young children will delight in looking through the pictures; children 6-1 O will 

learn how to view our astounding natural world through the lens of Torah. 

Adults, too, will be fascinated! This book is a must for every school and home! 
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Rabbi Yaakov Yosef Reinman 

A Separation Between 
• 

Based on an address by Rabbi Matisyahu Salomon, Mashgiach of Beth Medrash Govoha, 
Lakewood, NJ, at the recent National Convention of Agudath Israel of America. 

Adapted for publication by Rabbi Yaakov Yosef Reinman. 

HAVDALA: SAYING IT ... MAKING IT 

E
very week, when the magnificent 
spiritual experience we call Shab
bos comes to an end, we greet the 

new week with a solemn statement. We 
bless and express our gratitude to the Rib
bono Shel Olam Who "separates the holy 
from the secular, the light from the dark
ness, the Jewish people from nations of 
the world:' We know that to keep our
selves pure and holy, we must make a 
clear separation between our own soci
ety and the decadent cultures prevalent 
among other nations. 

The Beis Halevi draws a comparison 
among these three separations. We can 
see plainly that the separation between 
light and darkness is demarcated by twi
light, which is the closest light and dark
ness can ever come to each other. 
There are also similar lines of demar
cation between the holy and the secu
lar, between the Jewish people and the 
cultures of other nations. Just as it is 
impossible to bring light and darkness 
fully together, so too is it impossible to 
bring the holy and the secular, the Jew
ish people and the secular world, fully 
together. There is a line, a margin that 
simply cannot be crossed. That is how 
the Ribbono Shel Olam designed the 
world. 

Should anyone try to cross these lines 

Rabbi Reinman, a Talmudic scholar, author and 
historian, lives in Lakewood, NJ. His most 
recent appearance in these pages was "Don't Judge 
the Book by Its Cover" (Feb. '03). 

of demarcation, the Beis Halevi con
cludes, and try to come close to other 
nations and participate fully in their cul
ture, the nations themselves will push 
him away. The space of separation is 
unbridgeable. 

From painful knowledge, we know 
that this is true. Our history has shown 
very clearly that the separation between 
light and darkness, between the Jewish 
people and alien cultures is always 

--------·----~-~---
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there, whether we establish it for our
selves or whether others force it upon 
us. It is inescapable. 

The challenge of our generation is 
to enjoy the blessings the Ribbono Shel 
Olam has granted us without losing sight 
of that critical line of separation. It is far 
better that we establish it ourselves on 
our own terms than to have other nations 
do it for us, not so gently. 

The Chovos Halevavos says that just 
as it is impossible for water and fire to 
coexist in one vessel, so, too, is it 
impossible for the love of Olam Hazeh, 
this world, and the love of Olam Habba, 
the next world, to coexist in the heart 
of a faithful person. Put water and fire 
together in one vessel, and one of them 
will displace the other. Either the water 
will extinguish the fire or the fire will 
evaporate the water. But they cannot 
remain together in peaceful coexistence. 
In the same way, a person cannot have 
a passionate love for both this world and 
the next. Of course, he can love and enjoy 
many aspects and experiences in this 
world and use its benefits to help him 
prepare for the next. But to love this 
world with a fierce passion? 1b yearn for 
it for its own sake? That is impossible 
for a person that passionately cares about, 
loves and yearns for Olam Habba. 

THE LITMUS TEST 

H
ow do we know where we are? 
What litmus test can we apply 
to determine our true atti-
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tudes? There is a beautiful piece in the 
Sefer Chareidim that gives us an answer. 
He writes," Shuls and batei mid rash are 
like an orchard for the tzaddik and a 
prison for the rasha:' Two people go into 
the same beis midrash. For one of 
them, it is like an orchard, a wonderfully 
pleasant spot to spend a morning. For 
another, it is like a prison, a place from 
which to escape. One of them is davening 
with concentration and intensity, and 
enjoying every minute as he draws clos
er to the Ribbono Shel Olam; he feels he 
is in a fragrant orchard. 1be other is look
ing at his watch impatiently, thinking, 
"So when do we finish already?" 

This is our litmus test. When do we 
look at our watches in the beis midrash? 
When do we feel that time is dragging 
on interminably? Is it when we are wait
ing for a chavrusa to arrive or for the shiur 
to begin? Or is it when we have had 
enough and cannot wait to escape? 

Some people may become impatient 
and look at their watches simply 
because they do not have the ability to 
concentrate so hard for such a long peri
od of time. They go strong for perhaps 
half an hour, and then they get tired and 
restless. I am not talking about these peo
ple. Everyone has to find a subject they 
enjoy, a chavrusa they like and a shiur 
they find stimulating. That takes some 
doing, but the effort is eventually 
rewarded. I am talking about the peo
ple who don't want to be there in the first 
place, who are looking at their watches 
from the first minute, and cannot wait 
to escape. 

Whereto are these people escaping? 
What awaits them outside the beis 
rnidrash? Is it Olarn Hazeh or Olarn 
Habba? Which do they love with all their 
hearts? Which is their source of true 
pleasure? It has to be one or the other. 
It cannot be both. 

MESSAGES TO THE NEXT GENERATION 

These are the critical questions we 
have to ask ourselves, especially 
when we consider our responsi

bilities to the next generation. How con
cerned are we about the future of our 
children? What messages are we send-
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ing to them? How have we used the great 
blessings of prosperity and opportuni
ty the Ribbono Shel Olarn has given us? 
Have we used these blessing to encour
age the love of our children for the time
less rewards of Olarn Habbdl. Or have we 
perhaps allowed indulgences and temp
tations to enter our homes that ean only 
inspire love for Olam Hazeh? 

Have we clearly marked for our chil
dren out the havdala bein kodesh [echo[, 
the boundaries between the holy and the 
secular? Let me mention just a few some
what unusual examples to highlight the 
almost unconscious blurring of the 

• 

Someone showed me an advertise
ment in the Chareidi papers that states 
in large, bold type, "This Pesach inspire 
your soul - and the rest of your senses 
as well:' What does that mean? Is this 
what the holy Yorn Tov has come to mean 
to us? I understand that some people 
need to go to a hotel for Pesach, and I'm 
not taking them to task for it. But how 
about the rest of us? Because we can 
afford to go to hotels, should we use the 
Yorn Tov as an opportunity to indulge 
"the rest of our senses"? Where is the 
focus on vehigadeta levincha, passing on 
our traditions and memories to the chil-

It is our responsibility to pray for our 

children constantly, and any parent who 

does not do so is irresponsible. 

• 
boundaries. 

Recently I saw a child with a balloon 
tied in her hair. A little child. 

So I asked her, "What's a balloon doing 
in your hair?" 

"Today I learned Beis," she told me 
proudly. "Reis is for balloon." 

The Aleph-Beisis much more than an 
alphabet that enables one to read. It is 
part of the very Torah itself. For many 
children, learning the Aleph-Beis is 
their first introduction to learning 
Torah. So why can't we connect the let
ter Beis to bayis, as the Gernora does, and 
speak about the concept of a Jewish 
home and Jewish hospitality? Why con
nect this holy letter to a balloon? Do such 
methods of educating children inspire 
them to kedusha, holiness? I didn't ask 
whether Gimme/ was for girl, or whether 
Daled was for jellybeans. But something 
is askew. Why are we mixing the holy 
with the secular? 

dren? Where is the focus on family time? 
Where is the focus on the purity and holi
ness of the Jewish nesharna? All right, the 
hotel has two swimming pools, but is that 
what has become of Pesach? 

Not long ago, someone told me, with 
quite a bit of pride, that he took his whole 
family to Orlando on Chol Harnoed 
Sukkos. "We had a sukka. There were 
minyanim and even a Daf Yomi shiur. 
There were hundreds of frurn Jews there 
- many of them bnei Torah!" 

Many bnei Torah? If that is so, then 
I must be mistaken in my definition of 
bnei Torah. While it is certainly impor
tant to make Chol Harnoed an enjoyable 
and memorable experience for the chil
dren, is it necessary to make a faraway 
amusement park the focus of this expe
rience? Will a Chol Hamoed spent in this 
fashion enhance their overall apprecia
tion for the Yarnim Tovirn? And I'm not 
even talking about all the questionable 
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aspects of going to such places. What 
happened to the time-honored traditions 
of sharing the Yam Tov joys with grand
parents and other family, perhaps even 
visiting gedolim - and taking the chil
dren to a park for a few hours? Why 
shouldn't the children come away from 
a Chol Hamoed with a little inspiration? 

What have we come to? Where have 
we lost the separation between the holy 
and the secular, between the Jewish peo
ple and the rest of the world? 

HAVDALA ON THE MENU 

T
hink of this. Every single new food 
that is developed for the market 
immediately sparks a competition 

for who gets to give the hechsher and who 
gets to package and distribute it for the 
kosher market. I1as it ever occurred to 
anyone that there is no mitzva to expe
rience every possible taste and texture? 
'fhat on the contrary, there is a 1nitzva 
of kedoshim tihyu, of keeping our pleas
urable indulgences under control? 

A dayan in England asked me about 
a certain new food made fron1 ingredi
ents that simulate exactly the taste of 
pork; that's how it's advertised in the 
mainstream press. Someone in the 
community had approached this dayan 
and asked him to give the hechsher on 
this product for the kosher market. He 
wanted to know if he should do it. 

I don't understand. Should a Jewish 
person go out and buy a product whose 
advertised selling point is that it tastes 
exactly like pork? Is this the point that 
we've reached? Should we be so intent 
to share the experiences and the pleas
ures of the gentiles? Is this how to estab
lish a separation? 

Where is the sensitivity to kedusha? 
And without that sensitivity, how are we 
to protect our children fro1n the terri
ble scourge of the Internet, videos and 
the images that confront them on every 
street corner? 

If we do not tell the children about 
kedusha when they are young, if we do 
not impress on them that we live a dif
ferent life, that there is a separation 
between our world and the outside 
world, what chance do they have for a 

life of kedusha? 
We are not making the proper hav

dala, and the results are evident all 
around the world. Why are other 
nations turning against us today more 
than they had just a few short years ago? 
It is because we have come too close. 
Since we do not keep our distance, they 
make the havdala for us. 

There is an old Yiddish saying that 
"Ven a Yid macht nisht Kiddush, macht 
der gay Havdala:' Roughly translated, it 
means that when the Jewish people do 
not make Kiddush, when they do not 
have kedusha in their lives, then other 
nations make Havdala; they put up the 
separation that we have failed to con
struct. That is it in a nutshell. If we do 
not set our own boundaries, if we are 
not conscious of what it means to be Jew
ish, there are other, more painful ways 
for the separation to be effected. 

This has been part of our national 
experience for thousands of years, ever 
since we came too close to the Egyptians 
and they reacted. Do we have to wait for 
them to make the separation for us? Isn't 
it time to wake up and make the hav
dala ourselves? And above all, isn't it time 
we fulfilled our responsibilities to our 
children? 

THE FOCUS OF OUR PRAYERS 

T
he Chafetz Chaim writes in 
Mishna Berura ( 47:10), "It is the 
duty of fathers and mothers to 

be accustomed to praying that their 
children be lomdei Torah, tzaddikim and 
baalei middos. They should concentrate 
on this plea with special intensity in 
'Ahava Rabba; and in Birchas Hatorah, 
when they say, 'May we and our off
spring and the offspring of Your peo
ple, the House of Israel, know Your 
Name and learn Your Torah for its own 
sake: And also in 'Uva Letzion; when 
they say, 'So that we should not strug
gle in vain nor give birth in confusion."' 

The Chafetz Chaim writes this in 
Mishna Berura; it is a halacha. It is our 
responsibility to pray for our children 
constantly, and any parent who does not 
do so is irresponsible. It is pure negli
gence, and I dare say, to use today's Ian-
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guage, we could call it abuse. 
What can you expect if you do not 

pray for them? You do not know with 
whom they converse. You do not know 
whom they meet. You do not know what 
they see. You really can not control them 
perfectly once they are out the door. The 
only thing you can do is shed a tear for 
them when you pray, and do it every day. 

What precisely do we pray for? The 
Chafetz Chaim tells us to pray in Bir
chas Hatorah, which beseeches, 
"Veha' a rev na. Make the Torah sweet to 
our taste:' That is what we ask for. Give 
our children a geshmak. If we would be 
asked to institute a tejilla for Torah, what 
would we recommend? We would be 
clever, no doubt, and ask for wisdo1n, 
insight and understanding. 

But that is not what Chazal tell us to 
ask for. If we want to guarantee a durable 
attachment to the Torah, it has to be 
sweet. It has to be geshmak. And they also 
instituted that we should ask for all other 
Jews as well, for the entire House of Israel. 
Why' Because every Jew needs millions 
of prayers to support him and help him 
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• 
I f we do not tell the 

children about 

kedusha when they 

are young, what 

chance do they 

have for a life of 

kedusha? 

• 
get a geshmak in learning. 

We need each other, and the children 
need us most of all.Ask any of the unfor
tunate children who have not been suc
cessful, and they will tell you that they 
had no geshmak. That is why they went 
astray. And why didn't they have a gesh-

mak? Because their friends and families 
did not pray for them sufficiently. 

"Arise and sing in the night;' says the 
Navi at the end of Eicha, "at the begin
ning of the watch. Pour out your heart 
like water before Hashem. Lift up your 
hands to Him for the souls of your chil
dren on every street corner." 

Our galus today is a gal us of the street 
corner. 'fhe children are swooning, 
fainting away on the street corners. That 
is where their kedusha drains away. That 
is where they get lost. 

And what is the Navi's solution? 
Prayer. 
Prayer will give us and our children 

a geshmak in Torah and mitzvos. Prayer 
will enlighten us and lead us to love Olam 
Habba rather than Olam Hazeh. Prayer 
will give us the wisdom and the insight 
to establish clearly the boundaries 
between the holy and the secular, 
between the Jewish people and other 
nations of the world. And only through 
prayer will the Ribbono Shel Olam send 
us Moshiach and lead us out of this galus, 
speedily and in our days. II 
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Yonoson Rosenblum 

The Enduring Impact of 

Rabbi Ellyahu Ellezer 

DESSLER 

HIS LIPS CONTINUE TO SPEAK 

I
n one of his last letters, Rabbi 
Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler wrote to his 
beloved ta/mid Rabbi Solomon Sas

soon about the concept "his lips speak 
from the grave" - the idea that when
ever the insights of a great Torah schol
ar are mentioned in subsequent 
generations, it is as if his own 1ips were 
speaking from the grave. By that stan
dard, Rabbi Dessler's lips have never 
stopped moving for a single moment. 

Each year, several thousand news sets 
of Michtav Me'Eliyahu, the monumen
tal compilation of Rabbi Dessler's lec
tures) private shiurim, and letters to 
talmidim in London, the Gateshead Kol
le!, and Ponevezh Yeshiva, are printed. 
It would be hard to think of another set 
of recently published works dedicated 
to machshava (Torah philosophy and ide
ology) that is as ubiquitous in Torah 
homes. New volumes are added to 
Michtav Me'Eliyahu regularly, and trans
lation of the multi-volume Michtav 
Me'Eliyahu into a host of foreign lan
Rahbi Rosenblum, who lives in Jerusalem, is a 
contributing editor to The Jewish Observer. He 
is also director of the Israeli division of Am Echad, 
the Agudath Israel-inspired educational outreach 
effort and media resource. 

The author wishes to express his ongoing appre
ciation for all his insights to Rabbi Aryeh 
Carmell, one of Rabbi Dessler's closest talmidim, 
the principal editor of Michtav Me'Eliyahu, and 
the author of Strive for Truth, a multi-volume 
translation of Michtav Me'Eliyahu into English. 

10 

7"YT 

Cn ll.is 
'Pillielb 

'Yahrzeil, 
24 Teves 

guages is ongoing. A large memorial vol
ume containing much previously 
unpublished material is being published 
in conjunction with Rabbi Dessler's fifti
eth yahrzeit. 

Michtav Me'Eliyahu has not only been 
purchased in the tens of thousands, but 
read; not only read, but learned; it has 
not only been learned, but it has entered 
into the consciousness of the generation. 

So deeply has Rabbi Dessler's 
thought penetrated into the conscious
ness of our generation that many may 
not even know that the source of cer
tain ideas and images lies in discourses 
published less than a half century ago. 
Every Bais Yaakov girl and yeshiva stu
dent, for instance, is familiar with the 
insight that love does not lead to giving, 
but rather giving leads to love, whether 
or not they know that the source is in 
Rabbi Dessler's "Kuntras HaChessed -
Essay on Lovingkindness." Similarly, 
Rabbi Dessler's image of the bechira point 
- the point where one's perception of 
the truth and the siren call of the yeitzer 
hara are balanced in perfect equipoise 
- in terms of the front line con
frontation between two armies is firm
ly engraved in the mind of any Jew today 
who begins to think seriously about the 
implications of free will. 

Rabbi Dessler's students have been 
another source of continuing influence. 
Rabbi Mordechai Miller, '>··in, raised gen
erations of talmidos in Gateshead Teach
ers Seminary, who carried Rabbi Miller's 
insights into the teachings of Rabbi 
Dessler to every corner of the world. The 
lectures of his closest ta/mid from his last 
years in Ponevezh Yeshiva, Rabbi Chaim 
Friedlander, posthumously published in, 
thus far, five volumes under the name 
Sifsei Chaim, became the most widely 
studied new hashkafa sefarim of the 
last decade. In his sefarim, he often 
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elaborates on the teachings of Michtav 
Me'Eliyahu. The shiurim of Rabbi 
Moshe Shapiro, the youngest of Rabbi 
Dessler's close talmidim in Ponevezh, 
delivered to both small chaburos and large 
public lectures, attract hundreds of 
bnei Torah weekly. 

A TEACHER AND A BUILDER 

R
abbi Dessler was not only a 
teacher of Torah, but a builder of 
Torah. At the suggestion of Reh 

David Dryan, the shochetof Gateshead, 
he founded the Gateshead Kolle!. From 
the founding of the kollel in late 1941 
until his departure for Bretz Yisroel in the 
late 1940s, Rabbi Dessler had almost 
exclusive responsibility for the physical 
existence of the kol!el and for the spir
itual development of its members. That 
dual responsibility forced him to spend 
most of his nights during the war on 
trains between one English city and 
another. But through his nearly super
human efforts, made possible by the fact 
that he was separated from his imme
diate family for the duration of the war, 
he brought into existence the premier 
center of Torah learning in Western 
Europe. In time, the Gateshead Kolle! 
introduced the concept of Torah lishma 
to Western Europe. 

During the Gateshead years, Rabbi 
Dessler also played a key role in the 
founding of Gateshead Seminary, whose 
graduates would transform Jewish edu
cation in Europe, North Africa, Amer
ica, and Israel. He taught regularly in the 
Seminary, and was the personal rebbe of 
the two men who would guide it for 
nearly six decades, Rabbi Avrohom 
Dov Kohn and Rabbi Mordechai Miller, 
as well as many of the other leading 
members of the staff. 

Though Rabbi Dessler played no role 
in the founding of Ponevezh Yeshiva, as 
the yeshiva's first mashgiach of com
manding stature, his impact on what 
would develop into the largest Torah cen
ter for Israeli bachurim proved to be a 
lasting one. 

Hashem, in His infinite mercy, the 
Chazon lsh once said, sends to a lowly 
generation figures capable of influenc-

• 
Perhaps the most 

striking aspect of 
Rabbi Dessler' s 
thought is its 
astonishing 
contemporaneity. 
That characteristic 
is, in part, a function 
of the wide variety 
of talmidim to which 
he addressed itself, 
and the equally 
great variety of 
techniques that he 
needed to employ 
to answer the needs 
of different 
audiences. 

• 
ing an entire generation. The Chazon !sh 
pointed to Rabbi Dessler as an example 
of the phenomenon. 

In Rabbi Dessler's case, that influence 

extended not only to his own generation, 
but to our day as well. Perhaps the most 
striking aspect of Rabbi Dessler's 
thought is its astonishing contempo
raneity. That characteristic is, in part, a 
function of the wide variety of talmidim 
to which he addressed itself, and the 
equally great variety of techniques that 
he needed to employ to answer the needs 
of different audiences. Those varying 
approaches have all proven to be oflast -
ing impact in the lives of all those seek
ing to deepen their connection to 
Torah. 

After nearly twenty years of unin
terrupted learning in the Bais HaTalmud 
of Kelm, Rabbi Dessler's public activi
ty began with a small group of private 
talmidim he gathered around him in 
London. These talmidim shared some 
common traits. They almost all came 
from well-to-do families. In most cases, 
they began learning with Rabbi Dessler 
privately while still in their early to mid 
teens, and during the time that they were 
learning privately with Rabbi Dessler, 
they were also attending secular schools. 

Rabbi Dessler sought to shake his 
young charges from the pervasive mate
rialism in which they were being raised 
and to inspire them to substitute spir
itual aspirations for material ones. 
Since the time that Moshe Rabbeinu 
threw down the first Luchos, represent -
ing physicality from above, he taught, an 
inherent tension between material and 
spiritual goals has been an ineradicable 
part of the cosmos. 

As a being defined by the breath of 
life received from Hakadosh Baruch Hu, 
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Man can never be ultimately satisfied 
with material acquisitions. The inter
nal emptiness that he experiences as a 
result of a lack of connection to the 
Source of his existence can never be 
remedied by material objects, which by 
their very nature must remain exter
nal to Man. 

The key to obtaining a spiritual per
spective, in Rabbi Dessler's teaching, 
is to uproot one's natural selfishness and 
fashion oneself into a giver. As long as 
one remains a taker, grabbing whatever 
he can for himself, he is incapable of 

any deep relationship either with his 
fellow human beings or with Hashem. 

Rabbi Dessler's goal was nothing less 
than the transformation of his young 
students into people of high serious
ness. To that end, he never stopped 
emphasizing the centrality of free 
will. Free will, he taught, is the essence 
of our humanity, and the way in 
which we exercise our free will defines 
us as human beings. Only through the 
self-definition inherent in every exer
cise of free will do we exist as indi
viduals, and thereby become worthy of 
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entering into a true relationship with 
Hashem. 

To drive these ideas home, Rabbi 
Dessler was able to draw on the rich 
Mussar tradition of Kelm in which he 
was raised, and to whose regimen he 
adhered all his life. Perhaps two of his 
best known essays Kuntras 
HaChessed and Kuntras HaBechira -
were completed during this London 
period. Each of them had its genesis in 
the Beis HaTalmud of Kelm. Those 
essays, however, have remained no less 
relevant to our own times, in which per
vasive materialism has increased 
unabated. 

NEW APPROACHES FOR A NEW ERA 

F
or the young talmidei chachamim 
who formed the nucleus of the 
original Gateshead Kollel, and 

later for the talmidim of Ponevezh 
Yeshiva, Rabbi Dessler developed an 
entirely new approach. That approach 
would revolutionize the treatment of 
aggadata and hashkafa in the world of 
the yeshivas. 

There were those raised in the 
same Mussar tradition as Rabbi Dessler 
who expressed dismay at what they per
ceived as his break with that tradition. 
A well-known mashgiach once rebuked 
him sharply on this account. Rabbi 
Dessler stood listening, his shoulders 
slightly bent and leaning toward the 
revered figure offering reproof, in the 
classic posture of Kelm for receiving 
tochacha (reproof). 

In the end, however, he was not 
swayed from his view that the younger 
generation of yeshiva students need
ed something more than what had been 
offered in Europe. "If I give them mus
sar, as they once did in Europe, they 
will just run away," he once remarked. 
The purpose of mussar, he felt, was to 
internalize one's en1una so that it was 
reflected in one's every action. In 
Kelm, he said, they were already at a 
very high level of emuna, and it was 
therefore possible to address them in 
the simplest and most direct fashion. 

But in succeeding generations, 
Rabbi Dessler felt, as the spiritual level 
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declined, it was necessary to first 
demonstrate the depths of Torah, and 
only afterwards address its practical 
applications to life. 'Tm speaking 
before an audience of lomdei Torah," 
he used to say, "and I have to ask ques
tions that excite, that create intellectual 
tension." And he did. 

«His questions were questions and 
his answers were answers," re1ne1nbers 
Ponevezh Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Berel 
Povarsky. When his lectures were fin
ished, there was such a tumult in the 
beis midrash, that no one would 
approach the a mud to daven Ma a riv for 
at least twenty minutes, and the Roshei 
Yeshivos' pleas to return to learning 
were of no avail. A common theme run
ning among the talmidim from that 
period is their inability to ever again 
listen to anyone else expound aggada
ta, after Rabbi Dessler's passing. 

Rabbi Dessler was fully conscious 
that he was breaking new ground. In 
a letter back to England from Ponevezh, 
he rejoiced in the opportunity that 
Hashem had provided him to delve 
uninterrupted into the area of aggadata, 
and bemoaned the fact that this area 
had become so neglected by most 
talmidei chachamim. He viewed agga
data as possessing the power to 
enlighten "with sparks of truth every 
corner of the soul;' and worried that 
the neglect of its study would leave his 
generation without any means to 
"influence the pniniius (inner core) of 
anshei Torah (men of Torah)." 

The method he developed for the 
exploration of aggadata might almost 
be termed scientific. Indeed, many of 
his talmidi111 in Ponevezh draw the con
nection between Rabbi Dessler's 
approach to aggadata and the analyt
ical sharpness that Reb Chaim Brisker 
brought to the study of Talmud. One 
ta/mid remembers how Rabbi Dessler 
would turn over and over a complicated 
matter, like King David and Batsheba, 
until all the various ma'anierei Chaz
al seemed to arrange then1selves and 
cry out, "This is what Chazal meant!" 

Rabbi Dessler changed both the form 
and content of the treatment of agga
data. He introduced a vast array of 
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AN EXPANDING CIRCLE OF DISCIPLES sources for the explication of aggada
ta, including those of the Chassidic 
masters. He was well-versed in the early 
writings of Chabad, as well as those of 
Sefas Emes. Scarcely a shiur went by 
without something culled from Reb 
Tzaddok Hakohein of Lublin. Reb 
Mendel ofVitebsk was another Chas
sidic thinker dear to Rabbi Dessler. 
Finally, in his heavy reliance on the 
Zahar, Rabbi Dessler departed from the 
standard sources for mussar 
shn1uessen. 

0 
nee he discovered his power to 
influence others, Rabbi Dessler 
did not confine himself to his 

circle of closest talmidim, but sought to 
spread his net as widely as possible. After 
the Holocaust, he felt, there could be no 
inore private ]ife; each Jew was required 
to dedicate himself to Kial Yisroel. In 
Rabbi Dessler's case, that meant over
coming his natural shyness and unas
suming nature to reach out to as many 
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talmidim as possible. group, Rabbi Dessler would offer prob
lems to which they could apply their own 
logical abilities, and then sbow them the 
logic of the Gemora as it approached the 
same problem. 

While yet in London, Rabbi Dessler 
had not contented himself with the small 
group of private pupils with whom he 
met many times each week. He also 
taught a weekly Gemora shiur to young 
men in the neighborhood of the shul in 
which he served as rav. Though most of 
these young men had little background 
in Gemora learning, many of them were 
quite bright. One went on to become a 
world famous physicist and member of 
the Royal Society. Another joined the 
British diplomatic corps. With this 

During the war, as Rabbi Dessler trav
eled from city to city by night train and 
back to Gateshead for Shabbos, he often 
gave public lectures in the various 
cities at which he stopped. Later, in Bretz 
Yisroel, Rabbi Dessler gave regular shi
urim for academics in Jerusalem and 
Haifa. 

These new students generally had 
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sophisticated backgrounds in the sci
ences, but substantially less grounding 
in Talmud. Even most of the Ponevezh 
students in Rabbi Dessler's day came 
from high school backgrounds, not 
yeshivas ketanos, as today. For the latter, 
it was a great chiddush that Rabbi 
Dessler was fully conversant with the 
modern world and could discuss recent 
scientific discoveries. He demonstrated 
that a talmid chacham did not have to 
cut himself off from the world. 

Rabbi Dessler gave a series oflectures 
to the group of academics in Jerusalem 
comparing the Torah psychology of his 
great-grandfather Rabbi Yisroel Salanter 
with the psychology of Sigmund Freud. 
Rabbi Dessler had to be sufficiently con
versant with Freud to hold his own in 
debate with the academics in the group. 
On at least one occasion, he met in 
Switzerland with Jean Piaget, the world 
famous developmental psychologist. 

His familiarity with modern science 
gave added credibility to Rabbi Dessler's 
efforts to destroy the idol of Science in 
the eyes of his students. He began by 
showing how narrowly circumscribed is 
the area in which science holds sway. Sci
entists, he showed, have absolutely no 
authority on any question connected to 
the ultimate meaning oflife. He under
mined the authority of the scientist with 
a devastating critique of the power of self
interest to cloud the judgment of even 
the most highly intelligent person. 
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No matter how keen a person's intel
lect, as long as his character is undevel
oped, he remains helpless in the face of 
questions that will determine whether 
"he will be obliged for the rest of his life 
to struggle constantly with his baser 
desires in order to meet the demand of 
his Creator or whether he will be able 
to live ... with no restraints on his 
desires" (Michtav Me'Eliyahu vol. I pp. 
57-8). 

In addition to confronting the cult of 
science of his day (and until our own), 
Rabbi Dessler addressed contempo
rary issues in a direct fashion rarely seen 
in the yeshivas. Central, of course, was 
the indescribable tragedy of the Holo
caust with its overwhelming impact on 
every thinking Jew. How could Divine 
Hashgacha be squared with the murder 
of millions of Jews? In particular, did the 
destruction of the greatest Torah insti
tutions and their leaders not defeat rather 
than further the Divine goal of the Jew's 
return to G-d? In his essay on the Holo
caust, Rabbi Dessler pointed out that, at 
times, He will provoke unprecedented 

tragedies - the shattering of the Luchos, 
the burning of the Temples, and, yes, the 
destruction of European Jewry- in order 
to shock the Jewish people and recall it 
to changing its ways. Rabbi Dessler, draw
ing on the Ramchal, explained that 
Divine Hashgacha is governed by the 
interplay of two distinct considerations 
- reward and punishment, on the one 
hand, and the necessity of bringing the 
world to its ultimate perfection, even if 
the Jewish people does not, by its own 
efforts alone, achieve their goal. 

His students in Ponevezh required 
answers to the multitude of questions 
raised by the creation of the State of 
Israel. The Zionist enterprise was wide
ly seen as the wave of the future, and few 
held out much hope for the future of 
Torah Jewry. Rabbi Dessler gave his stu
dents in Ponevezh the tools to stand 
against what appeared to be the tides of 
history. Recalls Slobodka Rosh Yeshiva 
Rabbi Dov Landau, "I remember most 
the way he made us feel: 'And his heart 
was lifted up in the ways of Hashem'" 
(Divrei HaYamim II 17:6). 

MORE ALIVE THAN OTHERS 

D
uring the shiva for Rabbi 
Nachum Velvel Ziv, the son of the 
Alter of Kelm and the maternal 

grandfather of Rabbi Dessler, the Russ
ian doctor who had tended to Reb 
Nachum Velvel in his final illness came 
to pay his respects. The doctor was a huge 
bear of a man, and as he entered the Ziv 
house, he seemed to fill the entire door
way. Surveying the scene, he noticed the 
pain on the face of Reb Nachum Velv
el's sister, Nechama Liba, herself a 
notable mussar figure. 

Addressing himself to Nechama Liba, 
the doctor said in Yiddish, "What are you 
crying about? I only wish I were as alive 
at this moment as he is!" The non-Jew
ish doctor had somehow discerned 
that as long as a person's influence is felt, 
he continues to live. 

If so, each of us can say of Rabbi 
Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler what that Russ
ian doctor said in the week after the pass
ing of his grandfather: Halevai that we 
should be as alive today as he is. • 
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BACKGROUND NOTES 

C
hazal tell us that since there are 
so few true tzaddikim in this 
world, Hashem Yisborach chose 

to plant some of these special people in 
each and every generation (Yoma 38). 
How fortunate was our generation that 
Hashem allowed Rabbi Yisroel Chaim 
Kaplan ';>""1!, one of the last giants in the 
n1ussar world, to present us with a liv
ing example of the accomplishments of 
the Mussar Movement. 

While this article is not meant to serve 
as a history of the Mussar Movement, 
Rabbi Yisroel Chaim Kaplan and the way 
he lived his life certainly provide us with 
a glimpse into the world of mussar. First, 
however, it would be in place to n1en

tion a few basic facts. The Mussar 
Movement, which was founded by 
Rabbi Yisroel (Lipkin) Salanter 7""1! 

(1810-1883), stood for three principles, 
which are essentially one. Pursuit of 
shleimus-perfection: perfection in Torah 
study, perfection in performance of 
mitzvos, and perfection in character. 
When taken all together, they constitute 
the adam hashaleim, the man of per
fection. 

The school of mussar also taught that 

Rabbi Hershel Waxman is Rosh Kolle/ of Beth 
!v1edrosh of Monsey, NY. Rabbi Israel Flam is the 
former dean of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley, in 
Monsey. 
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Rabbi Hershel Waxman, Rabbi Israel Flam 

Recollections and reflections of a genuine 
Baal Mussar of our times, in commemoration of 
his 34th Yahrzeit, 2 Shevat, recalled by his close 
ta/mid and chavrusa, Rabbi Hershel Waxman, 

as related to Rabbi Israel Flam 

it is not a 1natter of lvhat you know in 
Torah, but how you know it and how it 
affects you. One could be perfectly flu
ent in dinim and Torah passages, and yet 
be removed from G-dliness. We may 
know much conceptually, but nonethe
less be far, far away from what Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu wants. To incorporate the 
concepts into the way one acts calls for 
feeling strongly about the ideas at 
hand, to be meishiv al haleiv. Depth of 
feeling is not something that is acquired 
easily. It is an "avoda" that requires deter
mination, concentration, love, and -
above all - hispa' al us, a burning desire 
and passion to reach the high level of 
ahavas Yisroel (love of one's fellow 
Jews). 

Small wonder that the Mussar'niks 
would concentrate on a phrase or pas
suk and repeat it hundreds and perhaps 
thousands of times until they really felt 
that the words had penetrated not only 
their hearts and minds, but reached the 
very depths of their neshamos. 

The Mussar school defined and cre
ated conditions most favorable for 
these repetitions to be effective - mat
ters of form, content, place and time 
especially conducive to stir and excite 
emotions. 'rhis activity beca1ne a main
stay of its educational method. 

PERSONAL MATTERS 

R:
bi Yisroel Chaim Kaplan 7""1t 

as one of the last giants of the 
ussar Movement. This tzaddik 

was an extraordinary example of how 
a person can seemingly be walking this 
earth as an ordinary human being, but 
to whom reality consists of living on a 
different plain, subject to different laws, 
customs, goals and aspirations. His 
very being represented a transplant of 
a Ba'al Mussar into Western society's 
atmosphere of self-service, greed, lust, 
and selfishness. 

Rabbi Yisroel Chaim Kaplan 7''"1! was 
a ta/mid in the Yeshiva of Mir, where his 
father-in-law, Rabbi Yerucham Lev
ovitz, an exemplary proponent of the 
Mussar Movement, was the Mashgiach. 
Reb Yerucham sensed that Reb Yisroel 
Chaim was far from the average person 
that others saw. Reb Yerucham once 
remarked that he took Reb Yisroel 
Chaim as his son-in-law"because I want
ed someone who would bring me to 
Olam Habba:' 

Before coming to America, Rabbi 
Kaplan insulated himself with the spe
cial aura and light of mussar. This was 
evident in a visit that he made to Rabbi 
Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik, the Brisker 
Rav, in Jerusalem, in 5714/1954. They had 
not seen each other since before World 
War II. After they had finished their dis-
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cussion, the Brisker Rav ren1arked, 
"Reb Yisroel Chaim, it is impossible to 
discern that you spent 14 years in 
America! You appear to me to be exact
ly as you did on the first day that you 
ca1ne to n1e when you became Rosh 
Yeshiva in Brisk!" 

From the mid-l 940's until his pass
ing in 1970, Rabbi Yisroel Chaim Kaplan 
served as Mashgiach of Beth Medrash 
Elyon in Munsey, NY. 

THE KABBALOS
WINDOW INTO HIS SOUL 

A
s he was leaving this world, Reh 
Yisroel Chaim confided to his 
family and bystanders that he had 

accepted upon himself an impressive 
number of kabbalos-self imposed dis
ciplines - a number of years back, when 
he was 70 years old. The acceptance of 
these kabbaloswould have been extraor
dinary for a person in his youth, but Reh 
Yisroel Chaim was a person who was 
always on an upward-course aimed at 
reaching shlein11.1s. 

An abridged list of the kabbalos will 
shed light on Reb Yisroel Chaim's deter
n1ination to perfect hi1nself, inter
spersed with anecdotes and remarks that 
exemplify his adherence to these reso
lutions. [The kabbalos appear in bold 
type.] 

•To learn Mussareach day with con
templation to awaken my soul by feel
ing in my limbs the pains and anguish 
of those who transgress the words of G
d; to remind myself of the day of death 
and the pains in Gehinnom .. •. 

When he was the Mashgiach in Beth 
Medrosh Elyon, Reh Yisroel Chaim 
would travel every week to New York, 
where he would stay over Shabbos, 
returning on Sunday. One of his devot
ed students in Munsey would drive him 
to New York each Friday. Strangely, Reb 
Yisroel Chaim would never leave at the 
appointed time. Why was this so? 

Reb Yisroel Chaim later explained that 
he considered the Beis Hamidrash not 
only as his home, but also the very 
essence of his life. He was aware that he 
had to leave each Shabbos. But deep 
inside, it was important to show that one 
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does not just leave a niakon1 Torah eas
ily and willingly; he had to be moved as 
ifby"force"! He showed his reluctance 
to leave by tarrying as late as possible. 

. . . 
On the surface, Reb Yisroel Chaim 

seemed to be living in a world all by 
himself, with only a very superficial 
contact with the world around him. 
How wrong this perception was can 
be learned from an episode that 
occurred as he and his family were 
fleeing from Vilna during World 
War II. They found themselves on 
a train that went through Rus
sia on its way to Vladivostok. 
Everyone was hungry and 
tired. At one of the infre
quent stops, the Rebbet
zin decided to get off the 
train with the hope of 
buying some fruit or 
other food for her 
tired family. Sud
denly, the train 
started moving. 
We must under
stand that 111 

wartime H.ussia, 
being stranded in a 
Russian hamlet 
without a passport, 
proper identity, or 
money could well 
result in death. The 
moment he realized 
that his wife had been left 
behind, Reb Yisroel Chaim 
did not hesitate for a second. He 
quickly pulled the emergency cord, 
which caused the train to come to a 
grinding halt! Reb Yisroel Chaim 
explained in broken Russian to the con
ductor that his wife had been left 
behind at the last stop. 

Stopping the train was in itself a grave 
offense in Russia that could easily 
bring a jail sentence. On seeing Reb Yis
roel Chaim's angelic, shining counte
nance, the conductor showed 
extraordinary understanding, and wait
ed till the Rebbetzin was able to rejoin 
her family. (One version of the story is 

that the conductor had the train go into 
reverse, until the Rebbetzin caught up 
with the train.) Incidentally, the train 
brought the family to Vladivostok, 
from where they sailed to Japan. From 
Japan they traveled to America on the 
very last ship that came to the United 
States before Pearl Harbor. 

The effect of Reb Yisroel Chaim's spe
cial hadras ponim - the impact of his 
face's aura - recalls a similar story that 
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happened many years later when Reb Yis
roel Chaim was Mashgiach in Beth 
Medrosh Elyon. 

One night, two prominent members 
of the Kolle!, as well as Reb Yisroel 
Chaim, drove to JFK Airport to pay their 
final respects to a friend of Beth 
Medrosh Elyon who was being taken to 
Eretz Yisroel for burial. They were late, 
and unwittingly exceeded the speed 
limit. They were stopped by the police 
and the officer turned on his flashlight 
to inspect the passengers. He took one 
look at the face of Reb Yisroel Chaim 

and immediately drew back. With a 
voice of awe and respect, he said," I'm 
sorry for having stopped you. You may 
continue your trip. I did not know who 
the passengers of this car were, and that 
you were carrying such an important 
personality." 

Another example of the recognizable 
greatness of Reb Yisroel Chaim: When 
the family reached New York from Japan, 
they experienced much difficulty in find
ing a house to rent. The Rebbetzin was 
delighted to find a flat the in East New 
York section ofBrooklyn. The landlord 
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had apparently not realized that the rental 
had been made to a family with many 
children, but did not press the matter. 
At the end of the lease, Reb Yisroel Chaim 
decided to move to Williamsburg, 
where he felt the accommodations 
would be more consistent with his fam
ily's needs. The landlord was absolute
ly devastated. How could he lose the 
privilege of having such a great tzaddik 
living on his premises? To persuade the 
Kaplans to remain in East New York, he 
offered the family to live in his home a 
full year, rent-free. 

Just a few days before he was niftar, 
I went to visit Reb Yisroel Chaim in the 
hospital. He was lying in an oxygen tent, 
as the medical world provided at that 
time. His entire body was covered so that 
it was difficult to see what was going on 
inside the tent. Suddenly I saw through 
the plastic window that Reb Yisroel 
Chaim was awake and alert. What was 
he doing? I was shocked to see tears flow
ing from his eyes. On further exami
nation, I observed that he was holding 
the Sefer Sha'arei Teshuva - (a mussar 
classic by Rabbeinu Yona of Gerundi -
l 31h Century) in his hands. I will never 
forget how a tzaddik prepares himself 
to come before his Creator with an open 
sefer of Sha'arei Teshuva. 

• To think of the virtues of other 
people, and achieve Ahavas Yisroel; to 
have kavana during each beracha in 
davening, that one's requests apply to 
all of Kial Yisroel (as advised by the 
Sefer Hayira). 

"Moshe zacha v'zik'a es harrabim. 
Moshe merited and brought merit to the 
public." Reb Yisroel Chaim used to point 
to this Mishna as a lesson in how to bring 
zechuyos (merit) to the public. First 
comes "zacha" - the person must ele
vate and purify himself. Only then can 
he turn his attention to correct others 
and do great things for them. 

• To be careful not to become angry 
or even feel inner anger; not to speak in 
words of ga'ava (arrogance); not to praise 
myself.. .. To run away from kavod 
(honor) as far as possible; for "kin'a, 
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ta' ava, and kavod - jealousy, lust and 
honor- remove a person from this world." 

• To accustom myself to the midda 
of anivus- humility; to devote at least 
10 minutes a day to considering how 
insignificant I am. 

• To carry the burden of my fellow 
Jews; to uproot jealousy from my heart. 

• When delivering a shiur, I should 
not be occupied with trying to be suc
cessful in the eyes of my listeners. 

•I should eat slowly. I will try to find 
ways to do mitzvos of Hashem with 
hatzne'a Zeches- in a humble way, for 
that is the preferred way of carrying out 
G-d's will. 

• If anyone will insult me - even 
deeply- I will not respond in any way. 

In many yeshivas in Europe, and even 
more so in American yeshivas, so1ne 
talmidim failed to understand or appre
ciate what the Mashgiach was saying in 
his shmuessen. This was especially true 
with regard to the frequent repetitions 
that were so common in the Mussar 
Movement - words were repeated with 
a special niggun appropriate for specific 
passages of Torah or Chazal. Conse
quently, some talmidim would miss the 
shmuess. 

After seeing these kabbalos, one 
could more easily understand his con
duct: It was noticed that Reb Yisroel 
Chaim would skip one or more of the 
courses that were offered at the meal fol
lowing his shmuess. Only after the rev
elation of his kabbalos, was it evident that 
he would punish himself for even 
being makpid (annoyed) at the absence 
of talmidim from his shmuess. [See final 
kaballa, also.] 

• To carry the burden of my fellow 
Jews (Li'sa b'ohl im chaveiro). 

In the very last shmuess that Reb Yis
roel Chaim gave, he mentioned the 
words in the Torah" Va'yaar besivlosam 
- Moshe saw the pain and anguish of 
his brothers.." Rashi comments," Nassan 
aynav velibo lihi'yos meitzar alayhem -
Moshe set his eyes and heart to be trou
bled over them." This teachers us that 
Moshe was nosay be'ol im kol echad miY
isroel. Moshe carried the burden of each 
and every Yid. The Midrash tells us that 
following Moshe's expression of great 
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love for Israel, Hashem said: "You, 
Moshe, abandoned all your preoccu
pations and instead went to investigate 
the pains of Israel, conducting yourself 
as a true brother. I, too, wiH leave over 
all proceedings in Heaven and earth, and 
I will speak to you." From here we see 
that the midda of"carrying the load of 
our fellow Jew" resulted in Moshe's being 
the one who was the mekabeil Torah -
who received the Torah for Kial Yisroel. 

Reb Yisroel Chaim, too, demonstrated 
an extraordinary feeling and love for his 
talmidim: A talmid once came into the 
Mashgiach's office, and found his Rebbe 
sobbing and crying uncontrollably. He 
asked for an explanation, but the Mash
giach refused to explain. After much per
suasion and cajoling, however, Reb 
Yisroel Chaim finally agreed to tell what 
had happened on condition that it be 
kept secret. (After the Mashgiach passed 
away, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein ruled 
that it was permitted to reveal what had 
happened.) 

The background: It was customary 

for the Mashgiach to quote Rabbeinu 
Yona in answering a question of Tosafos 
(Sota 10). The Gemora tells us that 
"No'ach lo le'adam .. .. It is preferable for 
a person to allow himself to be thrown 
into a fiery furnace rather than to embar
rass someone in public." Regarding this 
Chazal, Tosafos ask," If that is the case, 
why are there only three sins that are 
ye'hareig ve'al yaavor- for which a per
son must give up his life rather than 
transgress them? (The three are giluy 
arayos, avoda zara, and shefichas damim 
- prohibited relations, idol worship and 
murder.) Why don't Chazal also men
tion the sin of embarrassing someone 
in public (halbanas panim be'rabbim)? 
Rabbeinu Yona answers that embar
rassing someone in public is an integral 
part of the sin of shefichas damim -
bloodshed. 

Reb Yisroel Chaim reminded his stu
dent of the Chazal that embarrassing 
someone in public is similar to killing 
him (BavaMetzia58b)." Now I ask you, 
if you read in the newspaper that your 
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dear friend had been murdered, would 
it not shock and dismay you? You would 
suffer and become terribly upset. How 
much more so would a person be shat
tered and distraught if he actually saw 
his friend being murdered by another 
Jew! Wouldn't he be driven to tears? How 
then can I help but cry since I witnessed 
a murder, a taln1id embarrassing some
one in the Beis Midrash a short time 
ago!" 

• To concentrate on the problems of 
other people and to actually feel the pain 
of others. 

A few days before he passed away, one 
of the talmidim rushed to the Mash
giach's chavrusa, Rabbi Waxman, to 
inform him that the Mashgiach was not 
feeling well. Rabbi Waxman was taken 
to his Rebbe and found him in pain, with 
a terrible complexion. The Mashgiach 
was rushed to the hospital where it was 
determined that during the night he had 
suffered a heart attack. Rabbi Waxman 
asked, "Why did you not wake me up 
in the middle of the night? Why did you 
wait till the morning to report your 
pains?" 

Answered Reb Yisroel Chaim, "How 
could I possibly awaken anybody 
because of my difficulties? Just a few day 
earlier, I had delivered a shmuess on the 
seriousness of gezzel sheina (robbing 
someone of his sleep). I had explained 
that robbing someone of his sleep is 
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especially serious because one cannot 
physically repay the gezeila. So how could 
I possibly awaken you?" 

•To accustom myself to sit in places 
that are not the most honored; sitting 
where honored people sit destroys the 
soul. 

• Should I fail in carrying out any of 
the above kabbalos, I will accept as pun
ishment to refrain from eating certain 
courses of my meals as teshuva. 

Once when learning with Rabbi 
Hershel Waxman, the latter noticed that 
his Rebbe would raise his head and close 
his eyes. Thinking that Reb Yisroel 
Chaim was having trouble with his 
vision, Reb Hershel arranged for an 
appointment with an eye doctor. But 
nothing wrong could be found. Once 
again, only after the revelation of the 
kabbalos was this enigma solved. Reb Yis
roel Chaim had undertaken not to raise 
his eyes from the holy Gemora for the 
first hour of each seder halimud (study 
session), so as not to be distracted fro1n 
the holy Torah. Thus, when lifting his 
head, he closed his eyes. Reb Yisroel 
Chaim maintained this practice for 
many years. 

H
ow is Rabbi Yisroel Chaim 
Kaplan spending his sojourn in 
Olam Habba? The Midrash 

Tanchuma tells us regarding someone 
who is rich in Torah, who spread the 
words of Torah during his life, that even 
though he passes away from this world, 
he is not dead. His talmidim do not allow 
him to sleep, for when they are occu
pied in the Torah, in Talmud - in hala
chos and aggados - and they mention 
halachos and shiurim that he had said 
here on earth, they do not allow him to 
sleep in his kever (grave). It says, 
"Doveiv sifsei yesheinim." The lips of a 
tzaddik who taught talmidim in this 
world are activated after his death as the 
talmidim continue his work that was 
done on this earth. We are confident that 
the remarkable impact of Rabbi Yisroel 
Chaim Kaplan on this world will bring 
beracha and hatzlacha to all, ad bi'yas 
Goel Tzidkeinu, Omein. • 

---------- ---------------------------------
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[N~IGHTS AND IMPRESSIONS Mrs. Anon 

AN ENCOUNTER WITH THE 

CHOFETZ CHAIM 

}J
oung American bachur left the 
omfort and safety of his parents' 
ome in 1932, and traveled the 

storm-tossed waters of the Atlantic 
Ocean to learn Torah in the Yeshiva of 
Mir, Poland. Embarrassed to even tell his 
friends in New York of his mo1nentous 
decision, due to the derision he knew it 
would evoke even in his Orthodox peers, 
he left stealthily, without bidding them 
farewell. When the ship's departing 
signal sounded, alerting well-wishers to 
exit the gangplank, his father said to him: 
"Noach, you can still change your mind 
and stay." But Noach went, because he 
realized, at the tender age of 16, that there 
was no way he could successfully pur
sue advanced Talmudic learning in the 
Goldene Medina, and he had no desire 
to be an arn haaretz. 

His father, Rabbi Shimon Shain ~·~i. 
was a talmid chacham, who together with 
his eishes chayi~ Genesha, raised ten chil
dren, all yerei'in1 and shlein1in1 in the 
American spiritual wasteland of the early 
twentieth century.Added to the untaint
ed home environment was the influence 
of Noach's revered rebbe at Yeshiva 
Tiferes Yerushalayim, the towering spir
itual personality, Hagaon Hatzaddik 
Rabbi Yisroel Stamm ~-,.,. The conflu
ence of home and rebbe, and see1ning
ly inborn traits of strength of character 
and steadfastness in the pursuit of 

The author of the above, a daughter of Reh Noach 
S~1ain, lives in Brooklyn, NY. She prefers to re1nain 
anony1nous. 
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emes, gave him the strength to embark 
on the journey. 

His strength and determination not 
to buckle under, even the face of over
whelming opposition, was tested and 
honed at the tender age of six or seven. 

His family then resided in Rockaway, NY, 
and in the absence of a neighborhood yeshi
va, he attended the local public school. The 
rule there was that students had to remove 
their hats before entering the school build
ing. Noach co111plied, but lunchtime, he took 
out his yarmulke and covered his head before 
reciting the required beracha. His teacher 
ordered him to renzovc his cap. He refused. 
He lvas sent to the principal's office. The prin
cipal ordered him to remove his cap. Again 
he refused. The principal asked why he was 
being so recalcitrant. lie responded: Because 

Jewish [a1v required that his head be cov
ered ivhen fie ate. 

"Since when is that the Jewish law?" the 
principal challenged him harshly. 

"Since the creation of the world!" he 
retorted, undaunted. 111e amazed principal, 
undoubtedly non-plused by the courage of 
the young child, thereupon instructed the 
teacher to allow hin1 to wear the yarmul
ke while he ate! 

(Keep in mind that this episode 
occurred in an era when harsh disci
plinary measures, including corporal 
punishment, were meted out in the 
N.Y.C. Public School System at the whim 
of any teacher, and a principal was held 
in such awe that knees quaked and ter
ror gripped the heart of any student 
unfortunate enough to be sent to the 
principal's office.) 

Safe at Shore ... For a Time 

A
fter a severe bout of seasickness 
aboard the ship, which left him 
with a gait so unsteady that he 

walked like (/ehavdil) a drunkard for 
three days after he disembarked, Noach 
traveled to Mir. Homesickness gripped 
him particularly at suppertime when he 
realized that for the first time in his life, 
not only was no one summoning him 
to eat, but ifhe wanted to be taken care 
of, he'd have to take care of himself! 

He resolved to remain in Europe for 
one z'man (semester) only. He would 
have returned to A1nerica immediate-
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ly, but he did not want to face the humil
iation of defeat. Sof, sof(ultimately), he 
endured five years of cold, hunger and 
discomfort, before returning home with 
semicha from Rabbi Shimon Shimp, Rosh 
Yeshiva of Grodno, Rabbi Leizer Yudel 
Finkel, Rosh Yeshivas Mir, and Rabbi Zal
man Osovskis, Rav of Slobodka ?·in. 

masterpiece of halacha while yet in 
America, and had assumed that the 
author of such a major work must have 
lived many generations previously. He 
decided that he would grasp the oppor
tunity, visit him, and request a beracha. 

Noach set out on his journey with two 
other American bachurim. When they 
arrived in Radin, they were informed that 
the Chofetz Chaim was on dotcha, 
vacation in a wooded area. They followed 
him there. Upon arrival at the earth
floored hut that served as his vacation 
"resort;' the bachurim requested admit· 
tance to the holy sage. They were 
refused. The Chofetz Chaim was already 
in his nineties and in failing health, and 
the gabbai explained that he lacked the 
strength to greet all the visitors wishing 
to see him. 

Shortly after his arrival in Mir, 
Noach was astonished to learn that the 
Chofetz Chaim, author of the Mishna 
Berura, was still alive! He had seen that 
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The bachurim wouldn't take "No" 
for an answer so quickly, and the 
Chafetz Chaim heard the commotion. 
He inquired as to its source, and when 
informed that American bachurim 
sough admittance, he instructed that 
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they be permitted to enter. 
The Chofetz Chaim had great respect 

for the mesiras nefesh (ultimate devotion) 
exhibited by bachurim who left the tech
nologically developed United States to 
learn Torah amid hardship and depri
vation in Polish/Lithuanian shtetlach 
which lacked even the basic comforts 
such as indoor plumbing. 

They entered the Chofetz Chaim's 
room. Upon the earthen floor stood a 
table and chair. The enfeebled Chafetz 
Chaim spoke to each of them in turn; 
Noach was second. The Chofetz Chaim 
asked, "What are you doing here?" 
Noach was unable to answer. Due to the 
Chafetz Chaim's hearing loss, it would 
have necessitated screaming directly into 
his ear, and Noach felt powerless to do 
that. The Chafetz Chaim repeated, 
"What are you doing here?" Again 
Noach was too frightened to speak. When 
the Chofetz Chaim repeated the ques
tion a third time, Noach finally decid
ed to step forward and respond. Before 
he could do so, however, the Chofetz 
Chaim answered his own question. 

"A Jew must know what he's doing on 
this world. A Jew must know that he's 
here to learn Torah! He must not be 
frightened because the Torah is so 
huge! Each day he should learn. When 
he's finished, he should review it, and 
continue to do so until the completion 
of the perek (chapter). When he has com
pleted the mesechta (tractate), he should 
review the entire 1nesechta. After some 
time passes, he will see that the pages add 
up, and he has accomplished quite a lot. 
He should learn Rashi very thorough
ly!" The Chofetz Chaim repeated this sev
eral times. 

Noach then asked the Chafetz 
Chaim for a blessing. The Chofetz 
Chaim took the hand of each bachur by 
turn, turned the hand over, and 
bestowed a kiss on the top side of 
Noach's hand and that of .one other 
bachur. He blessed Noach with success 
in his Torah learning, and they left the 
exalted presence of the holy sage. 

The priceless beracha bestowed on 
Noach was fulfilled, and the Chofetz 
Chaim's kiss remained engraved on his 
heart for the rest of his life. • 

---·---------···--·--
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SPORTS: THE PLUS SIDE 

I
n Rabbinics I 0 l, future rabbis in 
training are taught several invaluable 
lessons for survival in the world of 

the rabbinate. One of those key lessons 
is that one dare not speak his mind about 
overindulgence of sports obsession in the 
month of October, especially if the NY 
Yankees are in any way involved. 

And so, while there is something that 
I do find somewhat troubling, reflecting 
upon tliat important timeless lesson learnt 
years ago, I held my tongue (and pen) 
until the season finished, and the "shiva" 
period for tlie Yankees was officially over. 

"Sports" is really a good thing. After 
all, the Midrash Rabba relates that it is 
a special endowment given to Eisav's 
progeny in Yitzchak Avinu's beracha, that 
they should en joy sports so they will be 
too busy to devote their days and years 
killing each other; and more important, 
they will be too preoccupied to go after 
Kial Yisroel. (See Midrash Parshas Vay
ishlach 80, and the Yefei Toarcommen
tary on the Mid rash.) 

Is it good for us in more direct ways? 
A debate has been ongoing since the days 
of Babe Ruth, whether Torah-observant 
Jews are too preoccupied or too 

Rabbi Ginzberg, founding Rav of ()hr Moshe 
Torah Institute in liilkrcst, NY, is currently Rav 
of the Chofetz Chai1n Torah Center of 
Cedarhurst (Long Island), New York. He is a fre
quent contributor to JO, 1nost recently with "Back 
to Normal" (Nov. '03). 

Rabbi Aryeh Zev Ginzberg 

Simcba ... 1ra~ Joyl 

obsessed with sports. The obv.ious 
problem is that it takes them away from 
Torah study and doing chessed. On the 
flip side, however, we live difficult, high
ly pressurized, busy lives, and are in need 
of distractions. Focusing on the enter
tainment aspect of sports may be cru
cial for our mental health and 
well-being. 

But sometimes, people do take that 
obsession a little too far, resulting in the 
misappropriation of time and energy, 
which are in such short supply. 

TOO BUSY TO THINK OR TO FEEL 

I
n fact, our lives are so filled with activ
ities, that we not only have lost the 
ability to think, we have lost the abil

ity to feel. We're so busy with parnassa, 
with raising our children, with tuitions, 
with charitable and family obligations, 
that we just run the marathon of Jew
ish living without taking a pit stop to 
catch our bearings. 

An example is our attitude towards 
simchos. How many of us open our mail 
and respond, "Oh, no, another invita
tion, another simcha that I have to go 
to:' Or hang up the telephone with 
"Another Shalom Zachar on a Friday 
night, another bris on an early Sunday 
1norning, and a Matza' ei Shabbos for 
another L'Chayim." What is happening 
to us? Why can't we feel simcha for anoth
er person's simcha? 

The Gaon Rabbi Akiva Eiger, ?··~r, 

h-t 
eand 

motion 

was.known throughout the world not 
only for his sagacity, but for the depth 
of his ahavas Yisroel. He would often 
receive invitations to weddings that he 
was unable to attend. Yet on the night 
of the simcha, he would dress in his 
Shabbos clothes, prepare a festive meal, 
and invite others to join him, as he was 
so joyous that in another town, in anoth
er place, a Jewish simcha was taking 
place at that very moment. 
While returning home in the car, late 

one night after a simcha, I commented, 
"How difficult going to all these simchos 
are (especially trying to keep up with a 
5:45 AM daily DafYomi schedule)." My 
wife, as usual, pointed out the obvious: 
"Here we are, able to participate in so 
many Yiddishe simchos (kein yirbu). How 
can anyone complain about that!" 

True, how can one co1nplain! But even 
more so, why can't we genuinely feel true 
simcha for others? 

The answer is, Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe 
t<''"""'1 writes, that to be able to express 
genuine simcha and complete joy is so 
difficult in the best of circumstances, and 
in the overwhelmingly stress-filled lives 
that we live, it's near impossible. How
ever, it is our obligation to try. 

And that is my problem. 
The unabashed emotions of adults 

(grown men and women) who were so 
besimcha at the Yankee victories, and so 
morose at their losses, just seem mis
placed. 

If Rabbi Wolbe says that to feel real 
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joy and euphoria is so difficult, then how 
can we draw such deep emotions from 
a sports game? 

I heard the late Telzer Rosh 
Hayeshiva, Rabbi Mordechai Gifter?":;r, 
recall that he was flying with a talmid 
from Geveland to NY. There was a prob
lem with one of the engines on the plane, 
and the pilot announced to all the pas
sengers to prepare for a possible crash 
landing. 

MOTHERS AND fATHERS ALIGNED SAVING KIDS 

mfor~nmtitnl~ 
I CONFIDENTIAL H01TJNE 

I Parent Support Groups 
I YWlivaLiaison 
I E-Mail Support Group 
( Sibling Support Groups 

I STARR ·Female Sibling Program 
I Privak Consultation 
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Organizations 
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and Prmntion 
I PM (l'arent Mentoring) Group 
( Lending library 
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Rabbi Gifter, and histalmid imme
diately began to say Viduy and Krias 
Sberna, followed by1ehillim, while other 
passengers called out to the stewardess 
for alcohol so they could enjoy the few 
minutes they had left on this world. 
It may be acceptable to share the non-

Jews' interest in sports (see Midrash, ibid, 
and Peleh Yo'etz), but not their passion 
for it, as tempting as it may be. 

The Vilna Gaon ?"~! explained in his 
writings that there are four major types 
of yeitzer hara for each and every Jew. 
They are: 1.) Taiva (pleasure), 2.) Chem
da (desire), 3.) Eiruv Rav (idolatry), and 
4.) Hiskarvus bagoyim (being like the 
other nations). The Gaon adds that the 
fourth yeitzer hara is the most consuming 
of all. Even more recently, the late Rosh 
Hayeshiva of Yeshiva Chaim Berlin, Rabbi 
Yitzchak Hutner ?"Yt, was asked short
ly before his passing by a group of 
mechanchim, as to what is the overrid
ing yeitzer hara of our current day. He 
immediately responded, "To be like the 
goyim." 

TIME FOR TRUE JOY 

T
he Yorn Tav of Succos is called 
Z'man Simchaseinu- Our Season 
of Joy. This doesn't mean to 

crack a smile; it means, to the best of our 
ability, to experience true simcha to the 
very depth of our souls. 

But our Yam Tovobservance is so hec
tic and busy, from putting up the 
sukka, finding the best lulav and esrag, 
preparing the hon1e, etc., that we are just 
too busy to be be'simcha. This does not 
mean that we do not enjoy Yam Tov; 
hopefully we all do. What this means is 
achieving a deep-down, heartfelt joy at 
the celebration of this majestic Yom Tov. 
And this we fail to do. 

One of the Chernobyl Rebbes once 
accused one of his most dedicated and loyal 
Chassidim ·of not observing the Yorn Tov 
ofSukkos properly. The Chassid was so dis
traught that he ran home to re-inspect his 
lulav and esrog, and then his sukka, and 
could find nothing wrong. He went back to 
the Rebbe and said, "What was it about my 
obsavance ofYom Tov that the Rebbe found 
inadequate?" 

The Rebbe responded, "The simcha was 
missingfrotn your Yorn 'fov." 

Even our Simchas Torah celebration 
has become so much about ritual -
focusing on the aliyos, the Kiddush, and 
the children - that feeling true simcha 
and joy for the culmination of the Yorn 
Tov season seems to pass us by. 

A DAY LIKE NO OTHER 

I
n sefarim, we find mention of a truly 
unique day, unlike any other day of 
the year, called Hoshanna Rabba. The 

Midrash tells us that Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu said to Avraham Avinu with great 
love, "You are a 'yachid' (singular) on the 
Earth, and I am a' Yachid; in the world, 
so I am going to give you a 'yachid; one 
special day for forgiveness of your sins, 
and that day is Hoshanna Rabba:· 

The commentaries explain this 
Midrash: the reason this particular day 
was given to Avraham Avinu was because 
he lived in the twenty first generation from 
Creation, and Hoshanna Rabba is the 
twenty first day of the month of Tishrei. 

But another factor that makes this a 
truly special day, so significant to Kial 
Yisrael, is that it's the Ushpizin of David 
Hamelech. Each day of Sukkos is hon
ored by a different Ushpizin- one of our 
forebears who visits us in our sukka. 
David Hamelech is the Ushpizin of 
Hoshanna Rabba. 

The Zahar says that there is no day 
more opportune for the re-establishment 
of Malchus Beis David than Hoshanna 
Rabba. It has always been a day of 
extreme joy for Kial Yisroel. It is a day 
when special piyutim and tefillos are said 
about the greatness and the future of 
Malchus Beis David. 

I vividly remember one Hoshanna 
Rabba more than twenty five years ago, dur
ing a year of learning in Eretz Yisroel. My 
chaveirim and I reached a great level ofsin1-
cha on that Hoshanna Rabba. Following a 
night of learning Torah in the holy city of 
Yerushalayim, we all gathered together with 
our Rebbeim, and began to dance through 
the darkened streets ofYerushalayiin to reach 
the Kosel in time forVasikin (prayer at day 
break). Together with thousands of other 
yeshiva students and residents ofYerusha-

-----------· ----------·-------------------
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layin1, ive joined together in our joyous 1narch 
to the "srid Bcis Mikdashcinu" (remnant 
of our Holy Temple). We stopped briefly at 
Har 'fzion where there is a cave marking 
the kevcr (burial place) ofDavid Hamelech 
(author's note: though it is an accepted fact 
that it is not really David HaMelcch 's kever ). 
Hundreds of Ycrnenite fews were spending 
the night there singing the "Psaltns of David," 
together with ancient songs about the 
cotning ofMoshiach ben David. Together 
with these Yemenite fews, 1nany of whom 
we lifted upon our shoulders, Jews from all 
over the world descended do1v11 Har Tzion 
to begin with words ofTehillim authored 
by David Hamelech, whose Ushpizin was 
being celebrated that very night. We then 
began to daven, and along 1vith perhaps tens 
of thousands of Acheinu Bnei Yisroel, 
reached the n101nent ofneitz (sunrise). All 
of a sudden a thunderous silence was expe
rienced; I was sure that we could n1ake out 
the distant sounds ofDavid I·Ian1elech 's harp 
playing to this 1vonderfi-d "sound." 

That was Hoshanna Rabba. That was 
pure spiritual joy and a true celebration 
of Malchus Reis David. And while not 
everyone can capture such feelings on 
Hoshana Rabba each year, it's important 
to understand that for many Yom Tov
inspired- Yidden, it can be done. 

A NIGHT THAT GLOWS ALONE 

T
his past Hoshanna Rabba night, 
there were many G-d-fearing 
Jews in New York who experi

enced great joy; just not for the right rea
son. It was the night of the "Game of the 
Year:' It was the seventh game of the play
offs, and the Hashgacha decided, as a 
nisayon for Torah Jews, that it run late 
into the special night of Hoshanna Rabba. 

I went with my sons to a beis 1nidrash 
in Queens to learn for a while, and found 
a sparsely filled room. We stopped by 
another sanctuary and found more of 
the sa1ne - or should I say less? Passing 
hy a local kosher restaurant with a huge 
'fV screen, we saw a huge crowd loud
ly cheering the team. 

While some may not consider this 
very significant in the big picture, I can't 
help but feel sorry for Hoshanna Rabba. 
Why do so many of us lack the ability 

The Jewish Observer, January 2004 

to feel such joy and simcha for this truly 
special day? Why is it only there for the 
Yankees? 

WHAT ABOUT THE CHILDREN? 

d finally, what about the chil
ren? When our children see that 
ur excitement and true si1ncha 

is not in the Yam Tov, but about a ball 
game, what message is sent to then1? 

The afternoon after the Yankees lost 
the World Series, I was passing through 
Central Avenue (in Lawrence). As I 
stopped at a local bagel store, I noticed 
one of my good friends in the commu
nity sitting and having lunch. I 
approached him and asked if everything 
was all right, as I know he's always to be 
found in his downtown Manhattan office 
at that time. He replied matter-of-fact
ly that he was just too depressed about 
the Yankees that day to go into the office, 
so he took off a day. 

I offered some words of nechama, and 
left. As I entered my car, I thought of his 
children. What message was sent to the 
children when their father was too 
depressed to go to work because of a 
baseball game? Did they see their father 
too depressed after a bus bombing in 
Yerushalayim to go to work, or was it just 
like any other day? How many days did 
he stay home in depression over the years, 
knowing that a fellow Jew named 

FOR 
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Jonathan Pollard is locked up in a cage 
like an animal for close to two decades? 

As I shared my thoughts about 
Hoshanna Rabba with a friend, he 
underscored the ultimate irony. On this 
day, we should pray for the return of 
Malchus Reis David, which comes from 
the legacy of David's great-grand
mother, Rus HaMoavis - Ruth, the 
Moabite princess. Lehavdil, the Yankees 
had a "Ruth" of their own. Apparently 
some of us feel more connected to Babe 
Ruth's legacy than they do to the lega
cy of our foremother Rus, who merit
ed being the progenitor of Malchus Reis 
David. Maybe that's why Hoshanna 
Rabba is not as inspiring to us as it should 
be - because we don't recognize its 
importance and fail to feel its significance. 

If that is so, then we now have a strong 
obligation - perhaps we should call it a 
great opportunity-to work on ourselves 
and reinforce our connection to the chag
gim (festivals) now, during the off-sea
son. With several months to spring 
training, we can use the time to think 
of why our passions for the chaggim are 
lacking, and how we can recapture the 
World Series-like euphoria for the days 
of true simcha. And if we do, then with
out a doubt we will be truly zocheh to 
see in our lifetime, the real House that 
"Rus" built, with the rebuilding of 
Maleh us Reis David in Yerushalayim Ir 
Hakodesh. • 
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SECOND 
LOOKS 

Israel: 
Yonoson Rosenblum 

Democracy, Theocracy 
Neitlier or Both 

T
he Israeli Supreme Court recently 
heard oral arguments on petitions 
challenging local ordinances in Beit 

Shemesh, Kanniel, and Tiberias, either lim
iting the sale of pork to certain designated 
industrial areas or banning it altogether. 
The case forces the Court to define the 
meaning of Israel as a "Jewish and dem
ocratic state:' 

In the course of the arguments, Court 
President Aharon Barak remarked that the 
case would be an easy one if Israel were 
only a "Jewish'' state or only a "democratic" 
state. In other words, the statutes would 
be obviously valid in a Jewish state and 
equally obviously invalid in a democrat
ic state. 

That statement is based, however, on 
a faulty understanding of democracy. Rep
resentative democracy is first and foremost 
a system for majority rule through the 
elected representatives of the citizenry. As 
such, democracy depends primarily on an 
agreed upon set of rules that ensure a level 
playing field fur each group in society. Each 

group must have the 
confidence that 

even if its 
views 

do 
not 

prevail today, they may do so in the future. 
Majority rule necessitates some basic 

rights, such as freedom of thought and 
expression and freedom of the press, but 
little else. (The American Bill of Rights, 
it should be recalled, was not part of the 
original U.S. Constitution, but only 
enacted later in the form of amendments.) 

While almost all democratic states rec
ognize rights besides those guaranteeing 
the freedom of political speech, those rights 
are by no means necessitated by the con
cept of majority rule. Certainly"the right 
to eat pork" is not one of those basic rights 
without which representative democra
cy is inconceivable. 

The Only Questions That Matter 

k
ording to the view that democ
cy is basically a framework for 
ajority rule, the only questions 

to be asked regarding a piece of legisla
tion are: Was it enacted according to the 
agreed upon procedures? and: Does it con
travene any superior law? 

By that standard, the municipal reg
ulations restricting the sale of pork are 
clearly valid. Each of them was enacted 
by a duly elected and representative city 
council, and pursuant to the authority 
granted municipalities by the Knesset to 
regulate the sale of pork products. 

Certainly the statutes are not incon-
sistent with democracy. A number 

of Western European coW1tries, 
for instance, ban shechita. By 
doing so, they impose hardships 
on Jews and Muslims in the 
observance of their religion far 
greater than those imposed on 
would-be pork-eaters in Beit 
Shemesh. Yet no one would sug
gest that these nations are not 
democracies because they out
law shechita. 

Barak, however, conceives 
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democracy primarily in terms of ends, not 
means, as a set of rights rather than as pro
cedures for preserving majority rule. The 
concept of majority rule plays no very large 
place in his judicial world weltanschau
ung, and he shows no preference for leg
islatures over courts as the proper body 
to determine the fundamental values of 
the society. 

Thus in the Mealreal case, the Court 
struck down an administrative regulation 
banning the import of non-kosher meat 
to Israel. Israel is not a "theocracy;' wrote 
Justice Barak in his opinion. When the 
Knesset subsequently passed a law ban
ning the import of pork, Justice Barak sar
castically referred to it as a "law for the 
circumvention of the Court." 

Justice Barak seems to view any leg
islation that has its source in tradition
al religious belief as somehow 
((theocratic." But that is ridiculous. In a 
theocracy) all law is religious law, as inter
preted by a group of clerics. For better 
or worse, Israel is in no danger of 
becoming a theocracy. 

From the point of view of democratic 
theory, it should make no difference 
whether legislators derive their values 
from the writings of French existen
tialists, or from traditional religious 
texts, or from some combination of the 
two. Most people, including legislators, 
derive their values from a hodgepodge 
of different sources, and few can give 
a philosophically coherent defense of 
those values. But that does not mean 
that only philosopher-kings can be leg
islators (even if the justices of the 
Supreme Court think themselves wor
thy of the title). 

Why should values derived from tra
ditional religious teaching be uniquely sus
pect? Does Israel become a theocracy 
because it outlaws murder and it is writ-

Versions of this article appeared in the Hebrew 
daily Maarivand in the Hebrew weekly Mishpacha. 
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ten in the Torah ((Do not murder"? 
Justice Barak would treat legislation 

based on religious values as uniquely sus
pect. He mentioned during the oral argu
ment that Sabbath closing laws might be 
valid if enacted for a secular purpose, but 
invalid if based on religious values. 
Thus, Shabbos closing laws in Israel, with 
its large religious population, would be 
suspect in Barak's eyes, but Sunday clos
ing laws designed to promote family 
togetherness unproblematic in secular 
Sweden. 

Or as one Maariv reader noted in a let
ter to the editor, the Israeli Supreme Court 
would have less problem with the pres
ent ban on the sale of dog meat, designed 
to prevent household pets from appear
ing as delicacies on the plates of Thai 
laborers, than with bans on the sale of 
pork in specific locations. 

No Preference to Non-Religious Values 

N
othing in democratic theory 
renders traditional religious val
ues an improper basis for legis

lation. Indeed, much legislation - e.g., the 
prohibition of murder - is ultimately 
founded on traditional religious values. 
True, many people who are not religious 
oppose murder. But few, if any, can enun
ciate a theory of values to distinguish those 
traditional religious values that they still 
accept and those they do not. The state-

ment"lt's wrong because I feel it is wrong'' 
is not entitled to any preference over the 
statement"It is wrong because G-d says 
it is wrong" as a basis for legislation. And 
the empirical observation that certain val
ues continue to be maintained even by 
those who have abandoned religious faith 
does not somehow entitle those values to 
a preferred position. 

If the expanded panel of nine justices 
strikes down the municipal ordinances in 
question - as a panel of three justices 
already has - it will in effect have 
declared that the public square in the "Jew
ish state" must look exactly like that of 

every other Western democracy, and that 
any law whose origins lie in Jewish tra
dition and which does not have a ready 
parallel in other Western democracies is 
ipso facto invalid. 

The aversion to pork, typically referred 
to only as" davar acheir;' has been one of 
the defining traits of the Jewish people 
throughout history, and it remained strong 
even among many whose Jewish observance 
had begun to wane. It would be a strange 
result indeed for the Israeli Supreme 
Court to declare that in the "Jewish state;' 
a legislative body can no longer give 
expression to that historical revulsion. • 
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P(ease join us in e;pressing our Hakaras Hatov. 

An Evening ef A_p_preciation ancfTlianks jor 
Rabbi & Rebbetzin Zev Leff, Shuta 
wi(( 6e neft{ Sunilay evening, tne 8tn ef Ailar, 5764, 

Fe6ruary 29, 2004, 
at tne Sneraton .p{aza Hore( in J~afem. 
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SECOf~D 
LOOKS 

When the ~wallows ~ome Back 
A

re you familiar with the saying 
"When the Swallows Come Back 
to Capistrano"? Based on a leg

end, a popular song decades ago cele
brated the annual return of the birds to 
some remote location as a harbinger of 
Spring. Regardless of the legend's accu
racy, the expression captures some of 
the poignancy involved in watching the 
natural change of seasons and trying 
to find signs of hope and life in the oth
erwise depressingly relentless passage 
of time. 

Others may find inspiration in the 
migratory pattern of birds off the Cal
ifornia coast, but I get chizuk from a 
certain set of signs on the lampposts. 

Although they're not quite yet as well 
known as those swallows arriving in 
Capistrano, the posting of signs is 
becoming an activity that to me signals 
the onset of Winter: As soon as the clock 
is turned back, the signs for the Seder 
Limud B'Motza'ei Shabbosappear on the 
lampposts throughout my Flatbush 
neighborhood. You can see them in Boro 
Park, Kensington, and Williamsburg as 
well. They announce the annual 

Rabbi Leizerson is a Rcbbe in a Mesivta high school 
in Brooklyn. 

resumption of a voluntary learning pro
gram that has been active for a decade 
now. But, as 1 read them this year, I real
ized that these signs tell a story, and an 
inspiring one at that. In times that look 
gloomy in so many ways, these signs radi
ate light. Let's give them a second look. 

In the simplest of terms, what these 
signs do is to invite mesivta-age boys 
("bachurim" is a better word) to their 
neighborhood batei midrashim to enjoy 
(yes, enjoy) voluntary learning, enticing 
them with the chance to win a seferof value 
and some light snack. For their part, the 
boys respond well. In eleven batei 
midrashim in Brooklyn, they eagerly 
spend an hour and a half of a winter 

You can! Just call 
The Yit:t:i Leibel 

Helpline. 
HOURS: 

Monday-Friday ................................. Sam -12pm 
Monday-Thursday ............................ Spm -1 lpm 
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on the phone 

without giving 
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Rabbi Hershel Leizerson 

Matza' ei Shabbos learning under qualified 
supervision (the Sho'eil U'meishiv, he's 
called); listening to a short shiuron a topic 
of interest by a recognized maggid shiur, 
enjoying a soda and snack; and best of all, 
hoping to win a sefer, perhaps even a Shas 
or a Rambam, by a lottery drawing. 

I have had many an occasion to watch 
this program in person and I always 
notice one thing: Everyone goes home 
with a smile. Watching the boys read the 
signs, you can see them smile again, 

smiles of familiarity you associate with 
giving shalom to your neighbors in the 
bungalow colony. 

I've also noticed that the program 
is constantly growing. Every year 
there's the name of another site on 
those placards. First it was one or two 
in Flatbush. Then it became three in 
Boro Park. Then two more in Flatbush. 
Recently, three sites joined at once in 
Williamsburg. Now, the signs 
announce expansion to Monsey. 

Even the casual observer of the pro
gram will be inspired by the more obvi
ous signs of its success. This season's 
opener, Matza' ei Shabbos Parshas Noach, 
saw 800 boys - Bar Mitzva age and up 
- crowd into their batei midrashim. By 
the second week, the numbers swelled -
close to 1,000 youngsters chose to spend 
a good part of their "night off" in the beis 
midrash! just the sight of them is inspir
ing. They certainly put lie to the myth 
that our community is hopelessly beset 
by factionalism: Here are "yeshivishe' boys 
and their "chassidishe" counterparts, 
Ashkenazim and Sephardim, in their 
varying modes of dress, all earnestly learn
ing according to one unifonn program 
with nary a sign of friction. This year the 
sites are literally jam-packed, with some 
urgently asking for more chairs and 
giving the program's founder, Rabbi 
Binyumin Ruttner of Flatbush, reason to 
plan for even more. 

A
s someone with experience in the 
chinuch scene, I can appreciate the 
valuable features of this remark

ably unsung success story. Teaching 
Mesivta-age boys for over two decades 
now, I know the importance of how 
leisure time is spent. And more so, with 
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whom. I also know of the dangers posed 
by the large block of unstructured time 
created by the Winter Motza'ei Shabbosos. 

At best, it's just a long night that goes 
to waste. At worst, let's not say. \tVhen 
the neon lights of the pizza parlors beck
on or home co1nputers provide ever 
increasingly attractive forms of spend
ing free time, can the yeitzer hara be far 
behind? If the week starts with a whole 
night spent unproductively - or even 
worse, destructively- can the subsequent 
learning in yeshiva be totally fulfilling? 
But what's the alternative? The local Y? 
Or the yeshiva gym? Can't we do bet
ter? Ten years ago this concern was 
expressed to Rabbi Ruttner by one of his 
mispallelim, himself a mechanech, who 
noted that although there are pro
grams by Pirchei and others for ele
mentary school children, there was 
nothing for teenagers, who might just 
need it the most. He suggested the idea 
of offering boys prizes and snacks to 
come to the beis midrash for an appro
priately designed learning program. To 
his credit, Rabbi Ruttner picked up on 
the idea, and not only started such a pro
gram in his shut, but selflessly saw to it 
that other neighborhoods would ben
efit from it, as well. Today, he still car
ries this responsibility virtually 
single-handedly, with the assistance of 
a small staff for logistics and support. 
What is inspiring about this is that their 
efforts are totally on a volunteer /'shem 
1nitzva basis. 

Mechanchim in the field endorse this 
program across the board, of course. 
So1ne even credit it with positive 
results beyond Motza'ei Shabbos. 
"There was this boy in our yeshiva who 
just didn't enjoy his learning;' one 
Mesivta rebbi confided recently. "This 
had been going on for a while, but just 
this year he surprisingly turned 
around. The parents give me the cred
it, but the truth is it's thanks to this pro
gram. It was his first experience with 
voluntary, rather than forced learning. 
He won a few prizes and began to feel 
good about himself. Eventually, his 
whole attitude to learning changed. This 
Motza'ei Shabbos hour and a half 
made all the difference," he says. 

T
ruth be told, there's a deeper 
level on which this program 
should be appreciated: Consider 

some of the greatest success stories in 
recent Jewish history. The Bais Yaakov 
movement. Daf Yomi. On a lesser, but 
likewise significant scale, the Shaatnez 
Laboratory, Hatzalah Volunteer Corps, 
Torah Tapes, or Nechamas Yisroel. All of 
these were once an idea in one inspired 
person's mind that eventually caught on. 
The Motza' ei Shabbos program shares this 
characteristic. From an earnest conver
sation between two people in a Flatbush 

shteibe/, an idea was born. Now, people 
ar,e taking up on it because they see its 
value. It doesn't come by itself and it 
doesn't come easy, but sometimes intrin
sic value is its own best salesman. 

Yes, it takes an idealistic individual 
with persistence and mesiras nefesh, but 
it also takes an appreciative public, to 
whom the quality of Torah living is 
important, to seize an opportunity 
when they see one. 

Baruch Hashem, we still have some 
of this idealism today. Those signs on 
the lampposts are proof. • 
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TELEMARKETING: IS EVERY CALL 
WORTH ANSWERING? 

To the Editor: 
I am writing this letter in response to 

the article in the November issue, 
"Answering the Call;1 which promotes 
telemarketing as a means of raising des
perately needed funds for tzeddaka. 

One can well sympathize with the des
peration of these "best firms" who are 
liable to be hurt by the public's request 
for privacy. Yet there is an issue far more 
important to address than the one pre
sented here. Every year there are thou
sands of dollars (probably a lot more) 
collected by fund-raising offices that 
function freely without any system of 
accountability, other than to them
selves. Whether the boss is honest or how 
the callers are paid is irrelevant. The fact 
is that the boss has his personal inter
est in increasing the business,s revenue. 
And as to the human error that the writer 
refers to, it is stated too "naturally." In 

a bank where people's accounts are being 
credited incorrectly, or in a situation 
where it is the boss's account that is being 
erroneously debited, no one would 
pass over the issue in such a matter-of
fact way. 

While I was contemplating whether 
to address this issue in a public forum, 
the next telemarketing call came. The 
solicitor was very evasive in answering 
a few routine questions regarding the 
office he was working from. Interestingly 
enough, there is one fundraising office 
that has no problem answering these 
questions. They also do not quote 
pledges that were not made. 

The issue of soliciting tzeddaka funds 
through privately run telemarketing 
offices is far more serious than our writer 
portrays. The opportunities for embez
zlement, theft, and outright lying are real. 

In addition, I have been informed that 
the tzeddaka organization may be 
receiving less than half of the money that 
is raised by telemarketing, but because 

GEFEN .__,_ 

FINt~R<¥.AL(. 
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of the volume that comes in, it is worth
while for the tzeddaka to carry the large 
overhead expenses involved. But that 
does not necessarily make it worthwhile 
to the donor. (How much of his dollar 
ends up in the tzeddaka?) 

We would do well to establish a uni
fied code of law for all of these offices, 
which would require the supervision of 
an independent comptroller. It would be 
helpful to inform the public which 
organizations are under this supervision. 
Then it would be correct to require each 
office to have an independent board of 
directors who have compete access to 
their books at any give time. Complaints 
would be better referred to an inde
pendent central office, which would then 
be responsible to follow them through. 
These are a few suggestions. 

Ghazal tell us that not the mouse is 
the thief, but the hole through which he 
entered is. By allowing tzeddaka fund
raising offices to operate as independ
ent business enterprises, we could well 
be guilty of the above statement. Yes, we 
want to treat each caller like our parents 
treated the "Pushka man;' but within a 
system that is accountable. For the end 
result to be successful, the means must 
be more than justifiable; they must be 
absolutely correct. 

MRs. BAILA KvIAT 

Brooklyn, NY 

MONEY COLLECTED THROUGH 
HUMILIATION: OF DUBIOUS VALUE 

To the Editor: 
I just finished reading "Answering the 

Call," and I felt I needed to "answer the 
article." 

I live in a city that can barely hold its 
own, and our institutions are in desperate 
financial shape. When we get endless calls 
and visits from institutions in New York, 
it puts us into a difficult position. But 
that is secondary to my problem. 

I have been blessed with a large fam
ily and a small income. Finding $3 for 
a field trip or pizza lunch presents its own 
problems. When I get calls from some 
of these professional New York tele
markerters (I have the numbers on my 
phone), they are anything but kind, 
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understanding or "mentchlich." They are 
even often brutal. I have asked to be sent 
literature and, have been told that it must 
accompany a pledge. I now must, on a 
regular basis, humiliate myself in order 
to get off the phone. 

The reality is, unfortunately, not at 
all as you see it. If it was an isolated call 
to me, so be it. But I have friends who 
suffer from this as well. 

Perhaps you need to teach them that 
money collected through humiliation 
cannot support even the most worthy 
of causes. 

NAME WITHHELD BY REQUEST 

Chicago, Illinois 

THE AUTHOR RESPONDS: 

The concept put forth by readers of 
the JO, in response to my article 
"Answering the Call" in the November 
issue, reflect the passion that has 
gripped us in the wake of the "Do-Not
Call" movement. It is hard to understand 
why people are answering their phone 
during dinner or at any other time they 
do not wish to be disturbed. It is even 
harder to understand why one cannot 
simply say, "This is not a good time." 
"Sorry, I don't make pledges over the 
phone." Or "Please call me back later." 
Even the most aggressive caller will not 
annoy you once you've said your piece 
and hung up. If one feels compelled to 
stay on the line and share his life story 
with an anonymous telemarketer, it is 
hardly an indication of intrusiveness on 
the part of the caller. 

It goes without saying that one 
should be wary of whoever approach
es them for money, even if it is pur
portedly for tzeddaka. One should only 
mail out checks to a recognized tzeddaka 
at the address or post office box listed 
on their letterhead. If, indeed, there are 
uuscrupulous telemarketer firms out 
there soliciting funds for fictitious insti
tutions and sending out envelopes with 
their own PO box number, they should 
be reported to the authorities. It is sad 
to hear that such firms may exist and that 
people are falling for their insidious ruse, 
but that is no reason to stop legitimate 
telemarketing. There are plenty of 
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bogus solicitations arriving in our mail
boxes daily. ls that any reason to stop 
responding to mailings from bona fide 
tzeddaka institutions? 

The telemarketers referred to in arti
cle represent individual mosdos (insti
tutions) and will provide you with 
whatever contact information you want 
regarding the mosad they are calling for. 
They will readily admit that they are not 
calling from a mo sad, but rather on behalf 
on one. The fact that they are not forth
coming when asked pointed questions 
about their firm and the price charged 
is hardly sinister. Try asking your mail
man or the attendant in the gas station 
how much he gets paid, and see if you 
will get an answer. Once again, it seems 
that the anonymity of a phone conver
sation emboldens us to act with less 
derech eretz than we normally exhibit 
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People like ~'e who 

Le 

when interacting with our fellow 
human beings. 

In closing, I speak for all mosdos Torah 
V'Chesed when I say (with acknowl
edgment to Mr. Syms) that "an educat
ed consumer is our best customer." Do 
your homework, learn about the needs 
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of acheinu kol Beis Yisroel here and in 
Bretz Yisroel, find out what our Gedolim 
endorse and direct your tzeddaka 
accordingly. If the only references a char
ity will give you are the Rabbonim who 
are no longer with us, you may want to 
find out if any changes have taken place 
in said organization over the years. Your 
tzeddaka dollar is precious. Don't 
squander it. 

Avr MENASHE 

Brooklyn, NY 
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HE MAY ee TOO YOUtJG TO ASK THE 4 GUESTfOtJS, 
6UT He SHOULD ee DOftJG 
OTHER THftJGS! 

ome infants and toddlers (birth to 

age 3) may simply need 

"a little push" in communicating, 

listening and speaking skills, 

physical development/coordination or playing 

and living skills (i.e. eating, dressing). 

Netcare's team of evaluators and therapists 

can make a difference. 

They are professional, qualified 

and trained to help evaluate children 

and form an individualized, family-oriented 

plan geared to help each child reach their 

fullest potential and to help you, the parent, 

further promote their development. 

All services are free of charge, conducted in 

your community and your choice of setting -

e.g., at home or day care centers -

throughout the five boroughs of NYC, 

Westchester and Nassau Counties. Weekdays, 

Sundays, Daytime and Evening Hours. 

lmJJ EVALUATIONS IN YOUR LANGUAGE, 
YIDDISH, HEBREW, RUSSIAN, ETC. 

~ SPEECH/LANGUAGE THERAPY 

OCCUPATIONAL a PHYSICAL THERAPY 
"<Ji\.>· 

i[lf@J FEEDING THERAPY 

~ SERVICE COORDINATION 
~ a ADVOCACY SERVICES 

QIJ SPECIAL INSTRUCTION 

m FAMILY ASSESSMENT AND TRAINING 

]'iID PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

~~>NETC!\~1Nc. 
•
1
)· [5]~ Where caring star~ 

1::>i1 '!"l '.Jy ·w )'.J 11)n 

Early Intervention Program 
Our experienced Service Coordinators and administrative staff offer unparalleled support 
and responsiveness to each family's needs. 
Funded and regulated by the New York State Deportment of Health, in New York City by 
the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, and in Westchester and 
Nassau by the County Department of Health. 

The participating companies of [I] (OMPREHENSIVE 
Comprehensive Network NETWORl).1NC. 

• K'ltete caring counts""' 

Netcare, Inc. is a participating agency of Comprehensive Network - established in 1985 -
which has earned a reputation for quality, professionalism and stability and has successfully 
administered more than 40 NYC and NYCDOE contracts for therapy and assessments, Early 
Intervention, CPSE, CSE and RSA services. 

718-677-4140 ASK FOR CHAYA FEUERMAN, CSW, OR RIVKA JAFFE• EMAIL: El@COMPREHENSIVENET.COM 
PROFESSIONALS INTERESTED IN PROVIDING SERVICES, PLEASE CALL RIVKA JAFFE EXT. 204 

718-677-4140 •FAX 718-677-3812 • 1662 OCEAN AVENUE• BROOKLYN, NY 11230 • WWW.COMPREHENSIVENET.COM 



STABLE, RELIABLE EMPLOYEES 
MAKE BUSINESSES THRIVE 
If that's what you' re looking for, COPE. delivers. Every 
COPE applicant is pre-screened, rigorously interviewed, 
and is matched to your company's needs. Basically, we do 
all the legwork for you. 

Plus, with special employer incentives like OJT (On 
Job Training) Reimbursements*, COPE actually helps 
your company save money during the time it takes to 
train your new employee. 

The secret to building a solid company is hiring 
outstanding employees. Do the job right and call 
COPE when you' re looking to hire. 

*limited time incentive for eligible employers 
Funded through the NYC Department of Small Business Services. 

Cop~ployment G'~Trammg 
A Division of Agudath Israel of America Community Services 

212.809.5935 



Unlimited 
Local, Regional 

& Long Distance 

Just $39.95 a month 

Popular Calling Features Included: 

• Caller ID 

• Call Waiting with Name 

• 3-Way Calling 

• Speed Dial (8 Numbers) 

If our local service is not yet available in your area, call us now to find out about our incredible 5¢ per minute long distance plan. 

*Taxes, USF and National Carrier Charge billed separately. International calls and calls to Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico also hilled 
separately. Compared with Verizon Freedom"", AT&T One Rate USA"' and MCI Neighborhood Complete, Jn NY. features may vary by 
plan. Available in rt1<1st areas at listed rate. Must have active telephone service to enroll. Plan covers residential voice service only. 




