Elul 5775

A Timely, Heartielt Gall

by the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah

WG are all stunned and shaken by the dangerous
situation that has enveloped the lives of our
fellow Jews who live in the Holy Land and the Diaspora. At
this time of crisis, when every eye is lifted upward, seeking
the mercy of Heaven, it is incumbent on us all to gird and
strengthen ourselves with all our might in teshuva, tefilla
and tzeddaka, and in increasing the merit of Torah, to
awaken the mercy of Hashem on His land and on His
nation.

And in particular as we enter the days of teshuva and
rachamim and Selichos, a “time of good-will" stands
before us for increasing our service to Hashem and
engaging in self-evaluation as a merit for the Jewish
people, as a whole and as individuals.

The Torah states “For which is a great nation that
has a G-d Who is close to it as is Hashem, our G-d,
whenever we call to Him?” The sublime pillar of
tefilla requires great strengthening among us. We
need to endeavor to daven with concentration and
sincerity before the Creator and not by rote, in a
habitual manner, chalila. There are also important
halachos in this area, such as the requirement to
answer “Omein, y'hei shmei rabbah...” with all
one’s concentration, and the obligation to recite
Krias Sh’'ma with concentration and fear and
trepidation, as is explained in the Shulchan Aruch
(Orach Chaim, 61), and many other aspects of
davening that unfortunately many do not treat
with sufficient care.

We deem it appropriate at this time to call
the community’s attention in particular to four
areas in the realm of tefilla that deserve special
attention:

1. Each Jewish man should accept on

himself during these days of Divine mercy and good
will to be careful regarding davening with a minyan, that all his tefillos, Shachar
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Mincha and Ma’ariv, be part of a “prayer of the multitude” that is always heard.

2. No one should skip over any part of P'sukei D’zimra. One should arrive early

to shul, not late, so that he can recite all of

the P'sukei D'zimra with emotion, care and heartfelt will, as is mentioned in the poskim.

3. All should take great care to avoid talking during tefilla and Krias HaTorah,

especially during chazoras Hashatz, about

which the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 124:7) writes that one who talks idly then “is a sinner and his sin is too great to

carry.” (See Mishneh Berurah there, 27)

4. We should continue to pour forth special prayer each day through the recitation of Tehillim's chapters 83, 130 and 142.

Righteous women, too, should undertake to say these chapters of Tehillim in th
for tzedaka for the poor of Eretz Yisroel.

eir homes each day, and to set aside a coin

Aside from all of the above, “the heart knows well the bitterness of one’s soul” (Mishlei 14:10) — each individual knows his own particular
shortcomings and the areas where he needs to do teshuva and improve. And, more generally, it is incumbent upon us at a time when the
judgment of people is being weighed, to awaken ourselves to Torah-study, to perfecting our actions and our attitudes, that we increase our charity

and gifts to the poor, to lift up the spirits of those who are lowly and downtrodden.
May Hashem, the Guardian of His people Yisroel, accept our mitzvos and hear the sou

nd of our pleas with mercy and concern, and inscribe us

in the book of good life and the book of redemption and salvation — so may it be His will.
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