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Prime Minister Naftali Bennett
Jerusalem

Dear Prime Minister,

We write you on behalf of the Rabbonim of Agudath Israel of America, representing vibrant Jewish kehillot
in the continental United States and Canada, whose mitpallelim number many tens of thousands of Jews
committed to Torah, the safety and security of our brethren in Israel, and the maintenance of Jewish standards
there.

We are deeply anguished at the news that radical changes to the site of the Kotel Maaravi are being
considered.

Since its liberation in 1967, the Kotel has been a place where all Jews have been welcome to meditate and
pray, and still are. The Jewish standard of a mechitza toward the front of the Kotel plaza, and adherence to
halacha in vocal public tefilla have served as a “highest common denominator” to ensure that all Jews of all
persuasions will be able to pray at the site side-by-side — likely the only place on earth where that regularly
takes place.

Reconfiguring the layout of the entrance to the Kotel to facilitate its unfortunate balkanization to date, in order
to please a tiny number of “progressive” activists (and, not unthinkable, in the future, other even more radical
groups with their own social or religious agendas) is a deeply misguided idea. And even more misguided —
indeed, dangerous — is to entrust non-halacha-embracing Jews with oversight of the holy place.

As you know, Orthodox Jews are not only the vast majority of those who pray at the Kotel, they will account
for more than a third of Israel’s population by 2050, according to a new estimate prepared by the National
Economic Council. And few of the remaining two-thirds will be adherents of the Reform or Conservative
movements.

In the USA as well, more than a quarter of American Jews 17 years of age or younger, moreover, are
Orthodox Jews. And, of course, the great majority of olim to Israel are Orthodox.

Please don’t disregard their — our — feelings about maintaining a single halachic standard at a site from which
the Shechina has not departed.

The solution to the Kotel issue, in the end, is Jewish comity. On the Orthodox side, that requires our treating
all Jews with only love and respect, and certainly not acting violently, chalilah, in word or deed, against them,
even the provocateurs among them.

And on the “progressive” side, it means relinquishing, in the interest of true Jewish unity, an exciting but
ultimately losing battle.

Please preserve the Kotel as a place of peace and prayer, as it has been for half a century, by preserving
the Jewish religious standards for public prayer there that comport with the practices of all Jews’ forebears.

Please understand our deep pain at the thought of the last arena of true Jewish unity being balkanized and
made into a sad symbol of discord.
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ARIZONA

Rabbi Ariel Shoshan
Ahavas Torah Scottsdale
Scottsdale, AZ

CALIFORNIA

Rabbi Gershon Bess
Congregation Kehilas Yaakov
Los Angeles, CA

Rabbi Michael Segankohanim
Ahavat Shalom
Los Angeles, CA

Rabbi Yitzchok Summers
Anshe Emes Synagogue
Los Angeles, CA

Rabbi Elchonon Tauber
Congregation Bais Yehudah
Los Angeles, CA

COLORADO

Rabbi Avraham Jacobs
Kehilas Bais Yisroel
Denver, CO

Rabbi Yaakov Meyer
Aish of the Rockies
Greenwood Village, CO

Rabbi Menachem Siderson
Aish of the Rockies
Greenwood Village, CO

Rabbi Tzvi Steinberg
Congregation Zera Abraham
Denver, CO

CONNECTICUT

Rabbi Yosef Sonnenschein
K’hal B’nai Shalom
Waterbury, CT

FLORIDA

Rabbi Herschel Becker

Young Israel of Kendall
Kendall, FL
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Rabbi Aryeh Bensiger
Congregation Torah Ve’Emunah
North Miami Beach, FL

Rabbi Ephraim Friedman
Kollel Ezra Franco
Aventura, FL

Rabbi Yisroel M. Janowski
Zichron Naftaly
Miami Beach, FL

Rabbi Yossef Harari-Raful
Netive Ezra
Aventura, FL

Rabbi Menachem Zev Kramer
Orlando Torah Center
Orlando, FL

Rabbi Moshe Matz
Aventura Shul
Aventura, FL

Rabbi Moshe B. Parnes
Hollywood Community Kollel
Hollywood, FL

Rabbi Shaya Richmond
Congregation Aitz Chaim
West Palm Beach, FL

Rabbi Tzvi Dovid Schon
Choshen Mishpat Kollel of Miami
Miami, FL

ILLINOIS

Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Agishtein
Heritage Russian Jewish Cong.
West Touhy, IL

Rabbi Zev Cohen
Adas Yeshurun
Chicago, IL

Rabbi Zvi Zimmerman
Bais Chaim Dovid
Lincolnwood, IL

Rabbi Yitzchok Broyde
BMTT
Chicago, IL
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Rabbi Moshe Heinemann
Rabbi Aaron Zuckerman
Co-chairmen

Rabbi Yaakov Robinson
Beis Medrash Mikor Hachaim
Chicago, IL

Rabbi Menachem Fine
BCDE
Lincolnwood, IL

Rabbi Moishe Schecter
Mikor Hachaim
Chicago, IL

Rabbi Efraim Twerski
Khal Chasidim
Chicago, IL

MARYLAND

Rabbi Yosef Berger
Kehilas Kol Torah
Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Meir Bulman
Southeast Hebrew Congregation
Silver Spring, MD

Rabbi Dovid Heber
Khal Ahavas Yisroel Tzemach Tzedek
Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Moshe Heinemann
Agudath Israel of Baltimore
Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Yehonason Aryeh Seidemann
Kehilath B’nai Torah
Baltimore, MD

MICHIGAN

Rabbi Asher Eisenberger
Agudas Yisroel Mogen Avraham Detroit
Southfield, Ml

Rabbi Ari Kostelitz
Congregation Dovid Ben Nuchim
Oak Park, Ml

Rabbi Boruch E. Levin
Bais Haknesses HaGrah
Oak Park, Ml

Rabbi Yisroel M. Levin
Congregation Beth Tefilo
Southfield, Ml

THE RABBI MOSHE SHERER NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

42 BROADWAY

NEw YOrk, NY 10004 -*

212.797.9000

Fax: 646.254.1600



Conference of Synagogue

% A Rabbonim of Agudath Israel

Rabbi Yissachar Wolf
Congregation Shomer Israel
Oak Park, Ml

MINNESOTA

Rabbi Yechezkel Greenberg
Kehillas Bais Yisroel
Minneapolis, MN

Rabbi Mordechai Kalatsky
Congregation Kenesseth Israel
St. Louis Park, MN

MISSOURI

Rabbi Menachem Greenblatt
Agudas Israel of St. Louis
St. Louis, MO

NEW JERSEY

Rabbi Avrohom M. Alter
Migdal Torah
Lakewood, NJ

Rabbi Reuven Drucker
Agudath Israel Of Edison/Highland Park
Highland Park, NJ

Rabbi Mordechai Fishman
Tzeirei Agudas Yisroel of Passaic
Passaic, NJ

Rabbi Eliezer Herzka
Khal Meor Chaim
Lakewood, NJ

Rabbi Avrohom Lefkowitz
Kollel Bnei Torah
Lakewood, NJ

Rabbi Ari Marburger
Anshei Faraday
Lakewood, NJ

Rabbi Dovid Merling
Khal Zichron Yaakov
Lakewood, NJ

Rabbi Chaim Mayer Roth
Sterling Forest Sfard
Lakewood, NJ
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Rabbi Avrohom Teichman
Tamarind Park
Lakewood, NJ

Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
Agudas Yisroel Beis Zev Fairways
Lakewood, NJ

Rabbi Aaron Zuckerman
Khal Zichron Pinchos
Lakewood, NJ

NEW YORK

Rabbi Yosef Bentzion Bamberger
Yad Halevi
Monsey, NY

Rabbi Shlomo Besser
Congregation Bnei Israel Chaim
New York, NY

Rabbi Raymond Beyda
Congregation Shaare Zion
Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Moshe Frank
Congregation Ezrath Israel
Ellenville, NY

Rabbi Yitzchok Frankel
Agudath Israel of the Five Towns
Cedarhurst, NY

Rabbi Chaim Aryeh Z. Ginzberg
Chofetz Chaim Torah Center
Cedarhurst, NY

Rabbi Daniel Kleinman
K’hal Nachlas Dovid
Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Chaim Kohn
Khal Chasidei Gur of Flatbush
Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Shlomo Ben Tzion Kokis
Khal Zichron Mordechai
Monsey, NY

Rabbi Noach Isaac Oelbaum
Khal Nachlas Yitzchok
Flushing, NY
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Rabbi Meir Platnick
Khal Keser Yisroel Mordechai
Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Yisroel Reisman
Agudath Israel of Madison
Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Zvi Elimelech Rokeach
Congregation Bais Mordechai D’Bertch
Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Ezra Rodkin
Khal Zichron Yaakov Shilomo
Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Moshe Yosef Scheinerman
Congregation Kollel Bnei Hayeshivos
Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Chaim Schwartz
Ohr Bechor Halevi
Kew Gardens, NY

Rabbi David Sheinfeld
Congregation Ohel Rochel Degel Israel
Flushing, NY

Rabbi Shimshon Zelig Sherer
Khal Zichron Mordechai
Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Shlomo Shoub
Shaare Yashar
Great Neck, NY

Rabbi Mordechai Stern
Beis Medrash Heichal Dovid
Lawrence, NY

Rabbi Yitzchok Sternberg
Khal Mishkan Yosef
Monsey, NY

Rabbi Akiva Tendler
Khal Bnai Torah
Airmont, NY

Rabbi Boruch Ben Zion Twersky
Congregation Bais Aharon Loyev - Chernobyl
Monsey, NY

Rabbi Moshe Weinberger
Agudas Yisroel of Flatbush
Brooklyn, NY
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Rabbi Shmuel Wohlberg
Agudath Achim
Brooklyn, NY

OHIO

Rabbi Nissim Abrin
Bais Avrohom
Beachwood, OH

Rabbi Yehuda Cahan
Aleksander Shul
University Heights, OH

Rabbi Alexander Charlop
Congregation Zichron Chaim
Cleveland, OH

Rabbi Boruch Hirschfeld
Congregation Ahavath Israel
Cleveland Heights, OH

Rabbi Yitzchok Margareten
Congregation Shomre Shabbos
Cleveland Heights, OH

Rabbi Ephraim Nisenbaum
Jewish Learning Connection
University Heights, OH
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Rabbi Avrohom Weinrib
Congregation Zichron Eliezer
Cincinnati, OH

ONTARIO

Rabbi Yoir Adler
Khal Shoavei Mayim
Toronto, Ontario

Rabbi Mordechai Kanner
Kol Yaakov
Toronto, Ontario

Rabbi Uri Kaufman
Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce
Toronto, Ontario

Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy
Agudas Israel of Toronto Congregation
Toronto, Ontario

Rabbi Kalman Ochs
Toras Emes
Toronto, Ontario

PENNSYLVANIA
Rabbi Nisan Andrews

Congregation Sons of Israel
Allentown, PA
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Rabbi Mordechai Dov Fine
Congregation Machzikeh Hadas
Scranton, PA

Rabbi Shimon Silver
Young Israel of Greater Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA

TEXAS

Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum
Ohr HaTorah
Dallas, TX

Rabbi Yehoshua Wender
Young Israel of Houston
Houston, TX

WISCONSIN

Rabbi Akiva Freilich
Ohr HaTorah
Glendale, WI

Rabbi Benzion Twerski
Congregation Beth Jehudah
Milwaukee, WI
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