
חג כשר ושמח!

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Shlomo Wolbe זַצַ״ל, was born in Berlin. His early 
education was in יבַת פראַנקפוּרט יבָה and R’ Botchko's יְשִׁ  in יְשִׁ
Montreux, Switzerland. In the 1930s, he became a close 

יד יץ זַצַ״ל of תַלְמִׁ יבוֹבִׁ יר in זַצַ״ל and R' Chatzkel Levenstein ר׳ יְרוּחָם לִׁ  After .מִׁ
the war, R' Wolbe moved to קְוָה ר׳  where he married the daughter of ,פֶתַח תִׁ
יחַ ) זַצַ״ל Grodzinsky אַבְרָהָם יחַ  of Slobodka). In 1948, he became מַשְגִׁ  of מַשְגִׁ
יבָה גְדוֹלָה בְאֵר יַעֲקֺב  where he served for 35+ years. Later, he served as ,יְשִׁ
יחַ  יבָה in Lakewood מַשְגִׁ שְרָאֵל) יְשִׁ בְעַת שָאוּל He opened .(אֶרֶץ יִׁ יבַת גִׁ  at age יְשִׁ
80. He wrote 1000’s of letters to those seeking practical guidance in אֱמוּנָה, 
נּוּךְ and שָלוֹם בַיִׁת  became an instant classic and ,עֲלֵי שוּר ,סֵפֶר matters. His חִׁ
received הַסְכָמוֹת from שְרָאֵל  .גְדוֹלֵי יִׁ

 י״ז ניסן
5674 – 5765 
1914 – 2005 

“When his 2 sons  died suddenly by way of 
a fire from מַיִם  had to deal with אַהֲרֺן ,שָׁ
a life challenge. He was asked to 
remain silent, and he did. He was 
rewarded for his silence … There is a 
great lesson we can learn from אַהֲרֺן’s 
controlled ‘silence’. There are  times  
when  silence  is more than just the 
mere absence of words; at times, ‘silence’ 
speaks louder than words could possibly 
express!”                                                        Source: ספר עלי שור 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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מוֹ   אוֹת אֶת עַצְּ כָל דוֹר וָדוֹר חַיָב אָדָם לִרְּ כוֹת חָמֵץ וּמַצָה פֶרֶק ז:ו(… בְּ בַ״ם הִלְּ )רַמְּ  
 In every generation every Jew must consider himself …  
 There are many diverse and rich customs on the סֵדֶר night. 
All of them have beautiful and eternal messages related to reliving the 
elevated feelings surrounding the רַיִם אֻלַת מִצְּ  and the yearning for the גְּ
לֵמָה אֻלָה שְּ  of the Caucasian סֵדֶר Let’s examine an example from the .גְּ
Jews.  
 Towards the evening, the Caucasian Jews put on what they 
call “liberty-clothes,” which have wide loose sleeves. They stick a short 
spear or dagger in their belts, and then go to the shul to daven. On this 
night, they chant together with their חָכָם (learned man) the entire הַלֵל, 
word for word. 
 Upon returning home, they find their homes illuminated 
with many candles in honor of יוֹם טוֹב. The older women wrap 
themselves in shawls, but the younger women and girls are dressed 
mostly in linen dresses, and put roses and other kind of flowers in their 
braids. They hastily gather all the food they have prepared, such as 
roasted geese, stuffed turkeys, מָרוֹר ,מַצוֹת and a bowl of חֲרֹסֶת, and 
carry it to the house of the חָכָם. It is the Caucasian Jewish custom to 
have many families gather in the house of a learned man to explain the 
 in the Tartar’s language. Then the people all sit down upon the הַגָדָה
ground in accordance with their custom, and the learned man trans-
lates and explains the הַגָדָה to them. 
 It is a very impressive scene; the sturdy men sit dressed in 

their liberty-clothes, wearing a belt with a short spear at their sides. 
They sit in rows in the formation of soldiers resting after active battle. 
Between the rows they spread expensive carpets on which stand very 
attractive candlesticks. 
 The women are kept confined in their rooms all year, and are 
never seen with uncovered faces in public; but on לֵיל פֶסַח, they come 
to the סֵדֶר with their faces uncovered and adorned with golden and 
diamond earrings. On this night they fear neither an עַיִן הָרָע, evil-eye, 
nor bad spirits, because it is a night watched over by ד׳ himself. 
 When the learned man reads the parts of the הַגָדָה that 
speak of the future deliverance from exile, they all raise their hands 
towards שָמַיִם and exclaim with great devotion and deep sadness: 
“May it be the will of ד׳ that מָשִיחַ בֶן דָוִד, come and bring redemption 
to all the people in exile, as ד׳ has redeemed our ancestors in time of 
old.” All the women thereupon respond: “אָמֵן, may this be ד׳’s will.” 
 While reading the paragraph beginning with:  כָל דוֹר וָדוֹר חַיָב בְּ

מוֹ אוֹת אֶת עַצְּ …אָדָם לִרְּ , In every generation every Jew must consider 
himself…, the חָכָם rises, wraps up a piece of מַצָה in an old 
handkerchief, puts it on his shoulder, walks four paces, shows it to 
everybody and explains to them in their language, that our ancestors 
went out of רַיִם  in this fashion. At the same time, he makes rapid מִצְּ
motions with his body to indicate that רָאֵל נֵי יִשְּ רַיִם left בְּ  .in haste מִצְּ
(Please turn over — continuation on side 2) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  
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The Rebbe takes down a matzah wrapped in a towel.

Back on the other side of town, the 
Seret-Vizhnitzer Rebbe carefully 
took out one Matzah for himself, 
and then handed the other two to his 

son.

The son is incredulous and asks 
his father for an explanation:

”...I therefore insisted on taking three matzos so that once the Skulener 
Rebbe gave all his Matzos away, he would still have two Matzos left - one 

for his own family, and the other for his son’s family.”

The hallmark of these Gedolei Yisroel was their Bein adam lachaveiro and 
ahavas Yisroel. They both survived the war, and each in his own unique style 

built from the ashes a vibrant and thriving chassidus that is especially known 
to emulate these traits.

During the difficult years before WWII, the Skulener Rebbe was able to procure some flour and 
erected a small Matzah Bakery. He provided one Matzah per family to the thousands of families in 

Chernowitz. The Seret-Vizhnitzer rebbe had insisted on receiving three Matzos. On Erev Pesach a chossid 
came to the Skulener Rebbe begging for a matzah.

You just don’t know the Skulener Rebbe 
and his son. I know they have such Ahavas 

Yisroel that they gave away their last Matzah. 
They don’t have any matzah for their seder... 

hurry to the Rebbe’s home!

Here, take this 
matzah, but please do 
not tell anyone. Chag 

Kasher V’sameach!

Thank you, Rebbe! May 
the mitzvah of matzah be a 

shmira for the Rebbe in these 
difficult times!

My son let me 
give away his matzah; 
now I’m giving away 

mine!

Where is the 
Rebbe’s matzah? I 

looked all over and 
cannot find it.

You are right for 
asking! I am working on my 

preparation for erev pesach and 
will answer later...

Maybe my son 
and I will eat with my 

Gabbai’s family.

Hurry back to 
the Skulener Rebbe 

and return these two 
Matzos!...

I never 
questioned my 

father… now I see 
his foresight and 

gadlus!
What Chochma and ahavas 

Yisroel! Send your father the 
best of regards, and a Chag 

Kasher V’Sameach!

Here are the other 
two Matzos I received 

earlier.

רוּךְ רוּךְ also known as the) זַצַ״ל Hager ר׳ בָּ אֵל of Seret-Vishnitz in Haifa) was born to אַדְמוֹר/מְקוֹר בָּ  ר׳ יִשְרָּ
(also known as the אֵל  of Viznitz [3rd Viznitzer Rebbe]) and Hinda Hager in Vishnitz. His father אַהֲבַת יִשְרָּ
called him the "wise one." ְרוּך ה received ר׳ בָּ ם מְנַחֶם of Buczacz and זַצַ״ל from R' Meir Arak סְמִיכָּ הָּ  ר׳ אַבְרָּ
Steinberg זַצַ״ל of Brody. He married צִירְל Horowitz, a daughter of R' Eliezer Nisan of Dzikov-Tsfat, in 
רוּךְ .1923 ב served as a ר׳ בָּ  first in Erzecse-Batvaros, Kutzman, and then in Seret, where he established רָּ
a ה רוּךְ ,Together with his father .יְשִיבָּ אֵל visited ר׳ בָּ  in 1935. He was appointed to serve as rebbe in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָּ
רוּךְ .1936  was active in the Aguda and advocated the establishment of agricultural centers for the ר׳ בָּ
training of religious pioneers. During WWII, ְרוּך  was transported to Transnistria, where he spent ר׳ בָּ
two and a half years in hiding. His brother אֱלִיעֶזֶר rescued him and took him to Czernowitz and 
Braszov. In 1947, ְרוּך  .רַמַת װִיזְנִיץ arrived in Haifa, where he established the Chassidic settlement of ר׳ בָּ

He was a member of ה אִי and was active in the Aguda and מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתּוֹרָּ  .חִנּוּךְ עַצְמָּ
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חלק ג׳  פרק ב  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*The ים ק opens this חָפֵץ חַיִּ רֶּ  with an intriguing remark that has an פֶּ
important eternal lesson about the צְוָה ים of מִּ  We are taught .הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
in a general way that ּינו צְוֹת all 613] תּוֹרָה kept the entire אַבְרָהָם אָבִּ  as [מִּ
it says: ר י אַבְרָהָם שָמַע ...אֲשֶּ שְמֹר בְקֹלִּ י וַיִּ שְמַרְתִּּ צְוֹ מִּ וְתוֹרֹתָי חֻקּוֹתַי תַימִּ — 
 obeyed My voice, and observed My safeguards, My אַבְרָהָם…
commandments, My edicts, and My (בראשית כו:ה) תּוֹרָה. However, when 
it came to ים  אַבְרָהָם elaborates how our forefather תּוֹרָה the הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
kept this צְוָה צְוָה This .מִּ  !has details that mandates further study מִּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶּ ר אַהֲבַת חֶּ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶּ

The heights that a person can reach can already be gleaned from the opening פָסוּק. 
ינוּ ילָה was still recovering from his אַבְרָהָם אָבִּ ית מִּ  at the age of 99; yet we are taught בְרִּ
that he sat outside his tent and waited in the heat of an unusually hot day, “perhaps” he 
would see in the distance some gentile nomads. 

1. Which three categories of הֲנִים  are disqualified from eating כֹּ
 ?קָדָשִים

2. When was the only time that the שוֹק הַיָמִין, the right leg, of a 
חַ  was burned on the קָרְבָן שְלָמִים  ?מִזְבֵּ

1. A ֵּן  ,he immersed that day and must wait until nightfall — טְבוּל יוֹם who is a) a כֹּה
b) מְחֻסָר כִפּוּרִים — he must bring an atonement offering c) an אוֹנֵּן — mourner 
on the day of the death of a relative, prior to burial (7:7 — ד״ה תּוֹרָה אַחַת לָהֶם). 

2. The only time we find that the שוֹק הַיָמִין was burned on the  ֵַּח ֵּיל  was by the מִזְב א
 .(8:28— ד״ה עַל הָעֹלָה) הַמִלֻאִים
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

 In the meantime, the young fellows go into a 
separate room and select one from their midst, whom they 
dress in torn, tattered clothes. After putting a sack on his 
shoulders and giving him a thick stick in his hand, they send 
him outside. After a short interval, a loud knocking on the door 
is heard. Someone is asking for permission to enter and 
participate in the סֵדֶר service. 
 All those assembled inquire: “Who are you, and what 
may your wish be?” 
 “I am a Jew and I desire to celebrate with you the 
 of our freedom,” answers the voice from יוֹם טוֹב the ,פֶסַח
behind the door. 
 “How can we believe that you are a Jew?” 
 “I wear צִיצִית at the corners of my garments.” 
 But the assembly replies. “This is not sufficient proof; 
give us some other sign.” 
 “Then my פֵאוֹת will prove what I say.” 
 “Even this is not sufficient proof it is not yet the real 
proof.” 
 “Just let me in, and you will then see that I am telling 
you the אֶמֶת,” pleads the voice from behind the door. And at 
the same times he becomes angry and excited and begins 
knocking with his heavy stick on the door. Thereupon the 
assembly asks further: 
 “If you really are a Jew, why do you arrive so late? 
Don’t you know that today is a festival in Israel, and that 
everybody must stay home?” 
 “You see, I just came from לַיִם עִיר הַקֹּדֶש  It is a .יְרוּשָׁ
very long distance from here, and all the roads along the way 
are full of danger at every step. Our enemies lie in wait for us, 
and are always in our way. These enemies stand between you 

and me like an impassable wall, so that I was unable to come 
to you before the festival.” 
 Thereupon the “stranger” breaks out in loud weeping 
and the rest of the assembly sits quietly as if absorbed in deep 
meditations, which from time to time is broken by a deep, 
heavy sigh. 
 Everyone’s eyes are now turned towards the door, 
when, at a given sign from the ם כָׁ  somebody opens it. The ,חָׁ
young man immediately enters and walks directly to the 
center of the room, with a sword at his side and a sack on his 
shoulders. He wears sandals with points bent upward, and his 
clothes are all covered with dust. A feeling of joy and 
happiness comes over the assembly. With joyous laughter 
they surround the new stranger and, from all sides, attack him 
with questions such as these: 
 “How fares it in לַיִם  ”?the Holy City ,יְרוּשָׁ
 “How fare our brethren there, in the Holy City of 
לַיִם  ”?ד׳ who are always in the presence of ,יְרוּשָׁ
 “When will  ַשִיח  ”?come to redeem us מָׁ
 “Do you bring us a message of our redemption?” 
 The newcomer gives them a hearty greeting from 
לַיִם מִים the ,יְרוּשָׁ  the towns and villages, the fields and ,חֲכָׁ
forests, and from the holy רִים  He informs them in the .קְבָׁ
name of the מִים  from the Holy City, that there are signs חֲכָׁ
pointing out that  ַשִיח  will soon come and destroy the iron מָׁ
wall that separates them from the Holy City.  
 Those assembled listen very attentively to every word 
uttered by the messenger, and when the messenger has 
finished speaking, they all raise their hands heavenward, and, 
with a deep, long, heartbreaking sigh they loudly say several 
times: “מֵן  ”!may thus be His will, may thus be His will ,אָׁ

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ת  מָא: הִלְכ�וֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
ד סַח ְ�ע�וֹ ת עֶרֶב פֶּ בָּ שַׁ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The סֵדֶר table should be set with the best dishes, during 
the day on עֶרֶב יוֹם טוֹב, so that the סֵדֶר can begin on time. 

• However, this year one cannot set the  table until 

nightfall as this would be הֲכָנָה; therefore, one  should set 
the table on בָת  or, if that is not possible, as soon as עֶרֶב שַׁ
it is night (בָת  .(מוֹצָאֵי שַׁ

Continued From Page 1
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• Each סֵדֶר participant’s cup should be 
poured by someone else to symbolize the 
majesty of the evening. 

• It is preferable to drink the entire cup of 
wine for each כּוֹס. The minimum amount 
that one must drink is a רוֹב רְבִיעִית. 

• A קָטָן, child under ר מִצְוָה  does not need ,בַּ
to drink a full רְבִיעִית; it is fine if he drinks a 
volume of wine that would fill his mouth for 
each כּוֹס.  

• It is most important for a child to ask the 
questions about the reasons for the צָה  ,מַּ
סֵבָה ,the dippings ,מָרוֹר  and to understand הַּ
the answers. [Ed. Note for לְמִידִים  Try to :תַּ
think of at least one question that is not on 
any of your sheets.] 

• Once one recites the בְרָכָה over the צָה  ,מַּ
one may not speak about matters which 
have no relevance to the meal until AFTER 
one finishes eating the ְכּוֹרֵך sandwich. 

סַח  ת סֵדֶר לֵיל פֶּ הִלְכ�וֹ

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Moshe Zev 
Katzenstein לִיטָ״א  once related שַּ
the following ‘small’ incident to 
give us an insight into his beloved 
שְגִיחַַּ ״ל R' Shlomo Wolbe ,מַּ צַּ  He .זַּ
explained that this incident 
showed how his רֶבִי was able to 
quickly assess a situation and 
thought carefully about the best 
way to use a moment of 
opportunity:  
 “I was davening in a 
יִם in יְשִיבָה  and יוֹםַכִפּוּר on יְרוּשָלַּ
the ַַּשְגִיח  נְעִילָה was davening מַּ
before the עָמוּד. 
 “The תְפִלָה was ahead of 
schedule so the ַיְשִיבָה  sent ראֺש
me to tell the ַַּשְגִיח  to say each מַּ
נוּ לְכֵּ ַמַּ  individually. I went אָבִינוּ
over and the ַַּשְגִיח  seemed to מַּ
ignore me. I wasn't sure if he 
heard or not and returned to my 
seat. The ַיְשִיבָה  sent me to ראֺש
go and try to tell him again. I 
went and got the same results. 
 “The davening finished 
early. At the end of נְעִילָה, the 
שְגִיחַַּ  בִימָה on the ”קלאַפּ“ gave a מַּ
and said, " ַ ַכִפּוּר ַיוֹם ַנאָךְ  -ס׳אִיז
מ׳קעֶןַנאָךְַתְשוּבָהַטאָן.ַלאָמִירַלעֶרנעֶןַַ
ַתְשוּבָה! ַטאָן ַאוּן  It is still — מוּסָר

 מוּסָר we can still learn - יוֹםַכִפּוּר
and do תְשוּבָה!" 
 “The יְשִיבָה roared with a 
ַתוֹרָה  as the last moments of קוֹל
 .were drawing to an end יוֹםַכִפּוּר
 “Afterwards, the ַַּשְגִיח  מַּ
said "My child, I heard you – but 
wasn't this better?" 
 “We were taught to use 
those remaining minutes of ַ יוֹם
 productively instead of just כִפּוּר
passing the time. The end of 
every ַטוֹב  was given a new יוֹם
meaning as a result of that 
lesson.” 
 My לְמִיד  R' Moshe Zev ,תַּ
Katzenstein לִיטָ״א  did not just שַּ
see the learning of מוּסָר as a 
smart way to use the last 
moments of an individual ַ יוֹם
ַכִפּוּר The lesson of that .כִפּוּר  יוֹם
was everlasting and gave a new 
meaning to treasure each 
moment of time every ַטוֹב   .יוֹם
As we prepare for ח  think how ,פֶּסַּ
it can be an everlasting memory 
for even after ַטוֹב ַ) !יוֹם ַרמ״א ע׳
חַבְעִנְיָןַאִסְרוַּ ישַהִלְכוֹתַפֶּסַּ בִיאַבְרֵּ שֶמֵּ
ג  (חַּ

      יְהִיַזִכְרוַֹבָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi — based on interviews 

יבַת חוֹל הַמוֹעֵד  יְשִׁ
Special learning 
programs are  
planned  in  various 
locations on חוֹל הַמוֹעֵד 
(Tuesday — Friday, 
April 15 - April 18). 
For the time and 
location of the 
program that is 
nearest to you, please 
call your local Pirchei 
branch coordinator or 
contact the National 
Aguda office at 212 
797 9000 ext 272. 

מֵחַ! שֵר וְשָּ  חַג כָּ
The Editorial Team 



  

חלק ג׳  פרק ב  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*The ים ק opens this חָפֵץ חַיִּ רֶּ  with an intriguing remark that has an פֶּ
important eternal lesson about the צְוָה ים of מִּ  We are taught .הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
in a general way that ּינו צְוֹת all 613] תּוֹרָה kept the entire אַבְרָהָם אָבִּ  as [מִּ
it says: ר י אַבְרָהָם שָמַע ...אֲשֶּ שְמֹר בְקֹלִּ י וַיִּ שְמַרְתִּּ צְוֹ מִּ וְתוֹרֹתָי חֻקּוֹתַי תַימִּ — 
 obeyed My voice, and observed My safeguards, My אַבְרָהָם…
commandments, My edicts, and My (בראשית כו:ה) תּוֹרָה. However, when 
it came to ים  אַבְרָהָם elaborates how our forefather תּוֹרָה the הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
kept this צְוָה צְוָה This .מִּ  !has details that mandates further study מִּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶּ ר אַהֲבַת חֶּ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶּ

The heights that a person can reach can already be gleaned from the opening פָסוּק. 
ינוּ ילָה was still recovering from his אַבְרָהָם אָבִּ ית מִּ  at the age of 99; yet we are taught בְרִּ
that he sat outside his tent and waited in the heat of an unusually hot day, “perhaps” he 
would see in the distance some gentile nomads. 

1. Which three categories of הֲנִים  are disqualified from eating כֹּ
 ?קָדָשִים

2. When was the only time that the שוֹק הַיָמִין, the right leg, of a 
חַ  was burned on the קָרְבָן שְלָמִים  ?מִזְבֵּ

1. A ֵּן  ,he immersed that day and must wait until nightfall — טְבוּל יוֹם who is a) a כֹּה
b) מְחֻסָר כִפּוּרִים — he must bring an atonement offering c) an אוֹנֵּן — mourner 
on the day of the death of a relative, prior to burial (7:7 — ד״ה תּוֹרָה אַחַת לָהֶם). 

2. The only time we find that the שוֹק הַיָמִין was burned on the  ֵַּח ֵּיל  was by the מִזְב א
 .(8:28— ד״ה עַל הָעֹלָה) הַמִלֻאִים

1. Which three categories of הֲנִים  are disqualified from eating כֹּ
 ?קָדָשִים

2. When was the only time that the שוֹק הַיָמִין, the right leg, of a 
חַ  was burned on the קָרְבָן שְלָמִים  ?מִזְבֵּ

1. A ֵּן  ,he immersed that day and must wait until nightfall — טְבוּל יוֹם who is a) a כֹּה
b) מְחֻסָר כִפּוּרִים — he must bring an atonement offering c) an אוֹנֵּן — mourner 
on the day of the death of a relative, prior to burial (7:7 — ד״ה תּוֹרָה אַחַת לָהֶם). 

2. The only time we find that the שוֹק הַיָמִין was burned on the  ֵַּח ֵּיל  was by the מִזְב א
 .(8:28— ד״ה עַל הָעֹלָה) הַמִלֻאִים

An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

 In the meantime, the young fellows go into a 
separate room and select one from their midst, whom they 
dress in torn, tattered clothes. After putting a sack on his 
shoulders and giving him a thick stick in his hand, they send 
him outside. After a short interval, a loud knocking on the door 
is heard. Someone is asking for permission to enter and 
participate in the סֵדֶר service. 
 All those assembled inquire: “Who are you, and what 
may your wish be?” 
 “I am a Jew and I desire to celebrate with you the 
 of our freedom,” answers the voice from יוֹם טוֹב the ,פֶסַח
behind the door. 
 “How can we believe that you are a Jew?” 
 “I wear צִיצִית at the corners of my garments.” 
 But the assembly replies. “This is not sufficient proof; 
give us some other sign.” 
 “Then my פֵאוֹת will prove what I say.” 
 “Even this is not sufficient proof it is not yet the real 
proof.” 
 “Just let me in, and you will then see that I am telling 
you the אֶמֶת,” pleads the voice from behind the door. And at 
the same times he becomes angry and excited and begins 
knocking with his heavy stick on the door. Thereupon the 
assembly asks further: 
 “If you really are a Jew, why do you arrive so late? 
Don’t you know that today is a festival in Israel, and that 
everybody must stay home?” 
 “You see, I just came from לַיִם עִיר הַקֹּדֶש  It is a .יְרוּשָׁ
very long distance from here, and all the roads along the way 
are full of danger at every step. Our enemies lie in wait for us, 
and are always in our way. These enemies stand between you 

and me like an impassable wall, so that I was unable to come 
to you before the festival.” 
 Thereupon the “stranger” breaks out in loud weeping 
and the rest of the assembly sits quietly as if absorbed in deep 
meditations, which from time to time is broken by a deep, 
heavy sigh. 
 Everyone’s eyes are now turned towards the door, 
when, at a given sign from the ם כָׁ  somebody opens it. The ,חָׁ
young man immediately enters and walks directly to the 
center of the room, with a sword at his side and a sack on his 
shoulders. He wears sandals with points bent upward, and his 
clothes are all covered with dust. A feeling of joy and 
happiness comes over the assembly. With joyous laughter 
they surround the new stranger and, from all sides, attack him 
with questions such as these: 
 “How fares it in לַיִם  ”?the Holy City ,יְרוּשָׁ
 “How fare our brethren there, in the Holy City of 
לַיִם  ”?ד׳ who are always in the presence of ,יְרוּשָׁ
 “When will  ַשִיח  ”?come to redeem us מָׁ
 “Do you bring us a message of our redemption?” 
 The newcomer gives them a hearty greeting from 
לַיִם מִים the ,יְרוּשָׁ  the towns and villages, the fields and ,חֲכָׁ
forests, and from the holy רִים  He informs them in the .קְבָׁ
name of the מִים  from the Holy City, that there are signs חֲכָׁ
pointing out that  ַשִיח  will soon come and destroy the iron מָׁ
wall that separates them from the Holy City.  
 Those assembled listen very attentively to every word 
uttered by the messenger, and when the messenger has 
finished speaking, they all raise their hands heavenward, and, 
with a deep, long, heartbreaking sigh they loudly say several 
times: “מֵן  ”!may thus be His will, may thus be His will ,אָׁ

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ת  מָא: הִלְכ�וֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
ד סַח ְ�ע�וֹ ת עֶרֶב פֶּ בָּ שַׁ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The סֵדֶר table should be set with the best dishes, during 
the day on עֶרֶב יוֹם טוֹב, so that the סֵדֶר can begin on time. 

• However, this year one cannot set the  table until 

nightfall as this would be הֲכָנָה; therefore, one  should set 
the table on בָת  or, if that is not possible, as soon as עֶרֶב שַׁ
it is night (בָת  .(מוֹצָאֵי שַׁ

Continued From Page 1

Halacha 
Corner

TorahThoughts

• Each סֵדֶר participant’s cup should be 
poured by someone else to symbolize the 
majesty of the evening. 

• It is preferable to drink the entire cup of 
wine for each כּוֹס. The minimum amount 
that one must drink is a רוֹב רְבִיעִית. 

• A קָטָן, child under ר מִצְוָה  does not need ,בַּ
to drink a full רְבִיעִית; it is fine if he drinks a 
volume of wine that would fill his mouth for 
each כּוֹס.  

• It is most important for a child to ask the 
questions about the reasons for the צָה  ,מַּ
סֵבָה ,the dippings ,מָרוֹר  and to understand הַּ
the answers. [Ed. Note for לְמִידִים  Try to :תַּ
think of at least one question that is not on 
any of your sheets.] 

• Once one recites the בְרָכָה over the צָה  ,מַּ
one may not speak about matters which 
have no relevance to the meal until AFTER 
one finishes eating the ְכּוֹרֵך sandwich. 

סַח  ת סֵדֶר לֵיל פֶּ הִלְכ�וֹ

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Moshe Zev 
Katzenstein לִיטָ״א  once related שַּ
the following ‘small’ incident to 
give us an insight into his beloved 
שְגִיחַַּ ״ל R' Shlomo Wolbe ,מַּ צַּ  He .זַּ
explained that this incident 
showed how his רֶבִי was able to 
quickly assess a situation and 
thought carefully about the best 
way to use a moment of 
opportunity:  
 “I was davening in a 
יִם in יְשִיבָה  and יוֹםַכִפּוּר on יְרוּשָלַּ
the ַַּשְגִיח  נְעִילָה was davening מַּ
before the עָמוּד. 
 “The תְפִלָה was ahead of 
schedule so the ַיְשִיבָה  sent ראֺש
me to tell the ַַּשְגִיח  to say each מַּ
נוּ לְכֵּ ַמַּ  individually. I went אָבִינוּ
over and the ַַּשְגִיח  seemed to מַּ
ignore me. I wasn't sure if he 
heard or not and returned to my 
seat. The ַיְשִיבָה  sent me to ראֺש
go and try to tell him again. I 
went and got the same results. 
 “The davening finished 
early. At the end of נְעִילָה, the 
שְגִיחַַּ  בִימָה on the ”קלאַפּ“ gave a מַּ
and said, " ַ ַכִפּוּר ַיוֹם ַנאָךְ  -ס׳אִיז
מ׳קעֶןַנאָךְַתְשוּבָהַטאָן.ַלאָמִירַלעֶרנעֶןַַ
ַתְשוּבָה! ַטאָן ַאוּן  It is still — מוּסָר

 מוּסָר we can still learn - יוֹםַכִפּוּר
and do תְשוּבָה!" 
 “The יְשִיבָה roared with a 
ַתוֹרָה  as the last moments of קוֹל
 .were drawing to an end יוֹםַכִפּוּר
 “Afterwards, the ַַּשְגִיח  מַּ
said "My child, I heard you – but 
wasn't this better?" 
 “We were taught to use 
those remaining minutes of ַ יוֹם
 productively instead of just כִפּוּר
passing the time. The end of 
every ַטוֹב  was given a new יוֹם
meaning as a result of that 
lesson.” 
 My לְמִיד  R' Moshe Zev ,תַּ
Katzenstein לִיטָ״א  did not just שַּ
see the learning of מוּסָר as a 
smart way to use the last 
moments of an individual ַ יוֹם
ַכִפּוּר The lesson of that .כִפּוּר  יוֹם
was everlasting and gave a new 
meaning to treasure each 
moment of time every ַטוֹב   .יוֹם
As we prepare for ח  think how ,פֶּסַּ
it can be an everlasting memory 
for even after ַטוֹב ַ) !יוֹם ַרמ״א ע׳
חַבְעִנְיָןַאִסְרוַּ ישַהִלְכוֹתַפֶּסַּ בִיאַבְרֵּ שֶמֵּ
ג  (חַּ

      יְהִיַזִכְרוַֹבָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi — based on interviews 

יבַת חוֹל הַמוֹעֵד  יְשִׁ
Special learning 
programs are  
planned  in  various 
locations on חוֹל הַמוֹעֵד 
(Tuesday — Friday, 
April 15 - April 18). 
For the time and 
location of the 
program that is 
nearest to you, please 
call your local Pirchei 
branch coordinator or 
contact the National 
Aguda office at 212 
797 9000 ext 272. 

מֵחַ! שֵר וְשָּ  חַג כָּ
The Editorial Team 



חג כשר ושמח!

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Shlomo Wolbe זַצַ״ל, was born in Berlin. His early 
education was in יבַת פראַנקפוּרט יבָה and R’ Botchko's יְשִׁ  in יְשִׁ
Montreux, Switzerland. In the 1930s, he became a close 

יד יץ זַצַ״ל of תַלְמִׁ יבוֹבִׁ יר in זַצַ״ל and R' Chatzkel Levenstein ר׳ יְרוּחָם לִׁ  After .מִׁ
the war, R' Wolbe moved to קְוָה ר׳  where he married the daughter of ,פֶתַח תִׁ
יחַ ) זַצַ״ל Grodzinsky אַבְרָהָם יחַ  of Slobodka). In 1948, he became מַשְגִׁ  of מַשְגִׁ
יבָה גְדוֹלָה בְאֵר יַעֲקֺב  where he served for 35+ years. Later, he served as ,יְשִׁ
יחַ  יבָה in Lakewood מַשְגִׁ שְרָאֵל) יְשִׁ בְעַת שָאוּל He opened .(אֶרֶץ יִׁ יבַת גִׁ  at age יְשִׁ
80. He wrote 1000’s of letters to those seeking practical guidance in אֱמוּנָה, 
נּוּךְ and שָלוֹם בַיִׁת  became an instant classic and ,עֲלֵי שוּר ,סֵפֶר matters. His חִׁ
received הַסְכָמוֹת from שְרָאֵל  .גְדוֹלֵי יִׁ

 י״ז ניסן
5674 – 5765 
1914 – 2005 

“When his 2 sons  died suddenly by way of 
a fire from מַיִם  had to deal with אַהֲרֺן ,שָׁ
a life challenge. He was asked to 
remain silent, and he did. He was 
rewarded for his silence … There is a 
great lesson we can learn from אַהֲרֺן’s 
controlled ‘silence’. There are  times  
when  silence  is more than just the 
mere absence of words; at times, ‘silence’ 
speaks louder than words could possibly 
express!”                                                        Source: ספר עלי שור 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America

בס״ד

מוֹ   אוֹת אֶת עַצְּ כָל דוֹר וָדוֹר חַיָב אָדָם לִרְּ כוֹת חָמֵץ וּמַצָה פֶרֶק ז:ו(… בְּ בַ״ם הִלְּ )רַמְּ  
 In every generation every Jew must consider himself …  
 There are many diverse and rich customs on the סֵדֶר night. 
All of them have beautiful and eternal messages related to reliving the 
elevated feelings surrounding the רַיִם אֻלַת מִצְּ  and the yearning for the גְּ
לֵמָה אֻלָה שְּ  of the Caucasian סֵדֶר Let’s examine an example from the .גְּ
Jews.  
 Towards the evening, the Caucasian Jews put on what they 
call “liberty-clothes,” which have wide loose sleeves. They stick a short 
spear or dagger in their belts, and then go to the shul to daven. On this 
night, they chant together with their חָכָם (learned man) the entire הַלֵל, 
word for word. 
 Upon returning home, they find their homes illuminated 
with many candles in honor of יוֹם טוֹב. The older women wrap 
themselves in shawls, but the younger women and girls are dressed 
mostly in linen dresses, and put roses and other kind of flowers in their 
braids. They hastily gather all the food they have prepared, such as 
roasted geese, stuffed turkeys, מָרוֹר ,מַצוֹת and a bowl of חֲרֹסֶת, and 
carry it to the house of the חָכָם. It is the Caucasian Jewish custom to 
have many families gather in the house of a learned man to explain the 
 in the Tartar’s language. Then the people all sit down upon the הַגָדָה
ground in accordance with their custom, and the learned man trans-
lates and explains the הַגָדָה to them. 
 It is a very impressive scene; the sturdy men sit dressed in 

their liberty-clothes, wearing a belt with a short spear at their sides. 
They sit in rows in the formation of soldiers resting after active battle. 
Between the rows they spread expensive carpets on which stand very 
attractive candlesticks. 
 The women are kept confined in their rooms all year, and are 
never seen with uncovered faces in public; but on לֵיל פֶסַח, they come 
to the סֵדֶר with their faces uncovered and adorned with golden and 
diamond earrings. On this night they fear neither an עַיִן הָרָע, evil-eye, 
nor bad spirits, because it is a night watched over by ד׳ himself. 
 When the learned man reads the parts of the הַגָדָה that 
speak of the future deliverance from exile, they all raise their hands 
towards שָמַיִם and exclaim with great devotion and deep sadness: 
“May it be the will of ד׳ that מָשִיחַ בֶן דָוִד, come and bring redemption 
to all the people in exile, as ד׳ has redeemed our ancestors in time of 
old.” All the women thereupon respond: “אָמֵן, may this be ד׳’s will.” 
 While reading the paragraph beginning with:  כָל דוֹר וָדוֹר חַיָב בְּ

מוֹ אוֹת אֶת עַצְּ …אָדָם לִרְּ , In every generation every Jew must consider 
himself…, the חָכָם rises, wraps up a piece of מַצָה in an old 
handkerchief, puts it on his shoulder, walks four paces, shows it to 
everybody and explains to them in their language, that our ancestors 
went out of רַיִם  in this fashion. At the same time, he makes rapid מִצְּ
motions with his body to indicate that רָאֵל נֵי יִשְּ רַיִם left בְּ  .in haste מִצְּ
(Please turn over — continuation on side 2) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  
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The Rebbe takes down a matzah wrapped in a towel.

Back on the other side of town, the 
Seret-Vizhnitzer Rebbe carefully 
took out one Matzah for himself, 
and then handed the other two to his 

son.

The son is incredulous and asks 
his father for an explanation:

”...I therefore insisted on taking three matzos so that once the Skulener 
Rebbe gave all his Matzos away, he would still have two Matzos left - one 

for his own family, and the other for his son’s family.”

The hallmark of these Gedolei Yisroel was their Bein adam lachaveiro and 
ahavas Yisroel. They both survived the war, and each in his own unique style 

built from the ashes a vibrant and thriving chassidus that is especially known 
to emulate these traits.

During the difficult years before WWII, the Skulener Rebbe was able to procure some flour and 
erected a small Matzah Bakery. He provided one Matzah per family to the thousands of families in 

Chernowitz. The Seret-Vizhnitzer rebbe had insisted on receiving three Matzos. On Erev Pesach a chossid 
came to the Skulener Rebbe begging for a matzah.

You just don’t know the Skulener Rebbe 
and his son. I know they have such Ahavas 

Yisroel that they gave away their last Matzah. 
They don’t have any matzah for their seder... 

hurry to the Rebbe’s home!

Here, take this 
matzah, but please do 
not tell anyone. Chag 

Kasher V’sameach!

Thank you, Rebbe! May 
the mitzvah of matzah be a 

shmira for the Rebbe in these 
difficult times!

My son let me 
give away his matzah; 
now I’m giving away 

mine!

Where is the 
Rebbe’s matzah? I 

looked all over and 
cannot find it.

You are right for 
asking! I am working on my 

preparation for erev pesach and 
will answer later...

Maybe my son 
and I will eat with my 

Gabbai’s family.

Hurry back to 
the Skulener Rebbe 

and return these two 
Matzos!...

I never 
questioned my 

father… now I see 
his foresight and 

gadlus!
What Chochma and ahavas 

Yisroel! Send your father the 
best of regards, and a Chag 

Kasher V’Sameach!

Here are the other 
two Matzos I received 

earlier.

רוּךְ רוּךְ also known as the) זַצַ״ל Hager ר׳ בָּ אֵל of Seret-Vishnitz in Haifa) was born to אַדְמוֹר/מְקוֹר בָּ  ר׳ יִשְרָּ
(also known as the אֵל  of Viznitz [3rd Viznitzer Rebbe]) and Hinda Hager in Vishnitz. His father אַהֲבַת יִשְרָּ
called him the "wise one." ְרוּך ה received ר׳ בָּ ם מְנַחֶם of Buczacz and זַצַ״ל from R' Meir Arak סְמִיכָּ הָּ  ר׳ אַבְרָּ
Steinberg זַצַ״ל of Brody. He married צִירְל Horowitz, a daughter of R' Eliezer Nisan of Dzikov-Tsfat, in 
רוּךְ .1923 ב served as a ר׳ בָּ  first in Erzecse-Batvaros, Kutzman, and then in Seret, where he established רָּ
a ה רוּךְ ,Together with his father .יְשִיבָּ אֵל visited ר׳ בָּ  in 1935. He was appointed to serve as rebbe in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָּ
רוּךְ .1936  was active in the Aguda and advocated the establishment of agricultural centers for the ר׳ בָּ
training of religious pioneers. During WWII, ְרוּך  was transported to Transnistria, where he spent ר׳ בָּ
two and a half years in hiding. His brother אֱלִיעֶזֶר rescued him and took him to Czernowitz and 
Braszov. In 1947, ְרוּך  .רַמַת װִיזְנִיץ arrived in Haifa, where he established the Chassidic settlement of ר׳ בָּ

He was a member of ה אִי and was active in the Aguda and מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתּוֹרָּ  .חִנּוּךְ עַצְמָּ
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