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״ל צַׁ ירָא זַׁ פִּ מוּאֵל שַׁ ה שְׁ יֵה was born in Minsk to ר׳ מֹשֶׁ רְׁ יָן ,ר׳ אַׁ  דַׁ
of Bialystok. He learned under ״ל צַׁ ן זַׁ מַׁ רְׁ סֶׁ חָנָן וַׁ לְׁ  in ר׳ אֶׁ
Baranovich in 1933. In 1936, he moved to Mir, and became 

a הָק יד מֻבְׁ מִּ לְׁ ״ל of R' Baruch Ber תַׁ צַׁ רָאֵל In 1938, he fled to .זַׁ שְׁ ץ יִּ רֶׁ  He .אֶׁ
married in 1946, learned in יש זוֹן אִּ  for a year and then was appointed כּוֹלֵל חַׁ
עוּר יד שִּ גִּ ת קוֹל תוֹרָה in מַׁ יבַׁ שִּ יש for 3 years. The יְׁ  asked him to open a חֲזוֹן אִּ
יבָה שִּ עֲקֹב in יְׁ אֵר יַׁ ים He asked of his .בְׁ ידִּ מִּ לְׁ יוּן to not only learn תַׁ עִּ  but also ,בְׁ
to complete ״ס יוּן with light שַׁ  In 1963, he published the 1st of 12 volumes .עִּ
of ים בֵאוּרִּ רֵס הַׁ טְׁ יץ תוֹרָה A brilliant .קוּנְׁ בִּ רְׁ  ,his unusual blend of warmth ,מַׁ
ם and עֲבוֹדָה ,תוֹרָה יִּ אַת שָמַׁ רְׁ ים attracted many יִּ ידִּ מִּ לְׁ  He was a lead member .תַׁ
of the יבוֹת שִּ יְׁ ד הַׁ עַׁ תוֹרָה and וַׁ דוֹלֵי הַׁ ת גְׁ צֶׁ רָאֵל of מוֹעֶׁ שְׁ ת יִּ  .אֲגדַֻׁ

 א׳ אייר
5677 – 5766 
1917 – 2006 

A certain widow would come to R' Moshe 
Shmuel Shapiro, זַצַ״ל, for money every 
month because her husband had 
instructed her in his will to go to him for 
assistance. When the יבָה  had no ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
money of his own, he would go 
collecting before the widow would 
arrive. During his illness, he asked others 
to assist him in fulfilling this צְוָה  Someone .מִׁ
once asked how he was connected with the 
deceased. The יבָה  ”!replied, “I never met him ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
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כֶבֶש… את וְעֵגֶל וָּ א ט:ג(…)קְחוּ שְעִיר עִזִים לְחַטָּ וַיִקְרָּ  
              … Take a young goat as a sin offering, and a calf and a sheep… 
 During the ן אֵל ,חֲנוּכַת הַמִשְכָּ  were required to bring בְנֵי יִשְרָּ
many נוֹת רְבָּ את a goat for a — קָּ ה a calf and lamb for an ,חַטָּ  and a עוֹלָּ
bull and ram for מִים נוֹת What was the reason for so many .שְלָּ רְבָּ  ?קָּ
אֵל explains that תּוֹרַת כֹּהֲנִים  with ,הקב״ה had an account with בְנֵי יִשְרָּ
sins at the beginning and sins at the end. The sins at the beginning 
refer to מְכִירַת יוֹסֵף, when the brothers dipped his coat in goat’s blood. 
The goat comes as atonement for that sin. The sins at the end refer to 
the ב הָּ  .for which the calf is brought as atonement ,עֵגֶל הַזָּ
 We can readily understand why אֵל  had to make בְנֵי יִשְרָּ
amends for the sin of the ב הָּ ן during the עֵגֶל הַזָּ  The .חֲנוּכַת הַמִשְכָּ
creation of the ב הָּ  was tantamount הקב״ה as an intermediary to עֵגֶל הַזָּ
to ה רָּ ה זָּ ן a direct affront to Him. Therefore, when the ,עֲבוֹדָּ  was מִשְכָּ
being dedicated and the שְכִינָּה was about to dwell within it, amends 
were very much in order. 
 But what was the connection between מְכִירַת יוֹסֵף and the 
ן  It was not a recent occurrence. Why then should it be ?חֲנוּכַת הַמִשְכָּ
brought up again in this context? 
 The ה  points out that an underlying element of יַלְקוּט יְהוּדָּ
jealousy led to מְכִירַת יוֹסֵף. The brothers could not bear that יַעֲקֹּב 

singled יוֹסֵף out for a special role, gave him special treatment, and 
provided him with special garments. If יוֹסֵף was so special, that meant 
they were less special. Unable to bear the thought, they plotted 
against him, eventually selling him into slavery. 
 What happened as the ן  was being built? One family was מִשְכָּ
singled out to be the priestly tribe, perform the sacred service, wear 
special priestly garb, be given priestly gifts and be treated as special in 
many ways. The הֲנִים  were an easy target for jealousy, as indeed כֹּ
came to pass during קֹּרַח’s ill-fated rebellion, when the rebels declared 
ר טז:ג) ם ה׳ וּמַדּוּעַ תִּתְנַשְאוּ עַל קְהַל ה׳…  ,(בַמִדְבָּ ם קְדֹּשִים וּבְתוֹכָּ ה כֻּלָּ עֵדָּ ל הָּ כָּ  
 The ן  was, therefore, a time to remember that in חֲנוּכַת הַמִשְכָּ
Judaism there are roles for לְוִיִים/כֹּהֲנִים/men/women. Not everyone is 
identical with the same strengths, duties and responsibilities. Not 
everyone gets the same benefits and privileges. Everyone must be 
content with the role  הקב״ה has assigned to him. This, then, was an 
exceedingly appropriate time to bring sacrifices to atone for  מְכִירַת
 .יוֹסֵף
 This would remind the people of the danger of jealousy, and 
impress upon each individual to recognize their unique role and utilize it 
for עֲבוֹדַת ה׳. 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with  kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI When Rav Meir Chodosh was sick, his family and 
friends would constantly visit him in the hospital.

One day a new, young intern entered the room.

The visitors hesitatingly left, slightly 
perplexed. This was not typical of Rav Meir.

The intern left and the visitors returned.

But are you 
sure?... the doctor 

doesn’t seem to mind. 
Why would you want us 

to leave?...

Please, my 
children... Please 

just step out  ... It 
will only take a few 

minutes.

For any Doctor it is 
sometimes hard to find a vein in 

an elderly person like myself and it is 
embarrassing, especially when many people 
are standing around... For a young intern 
with less experience, this can be twice as 

embarrassing. I wanted to spare this young 
intern any shame... That’s why I sent you 

out!

That’s 
unusual... He usually 
appreciates that we 
stay with him during 

procedures... He doesn’t 
normally have us 
leave the room!

Hello, Rabbi. My 
name is Michael. I will be 
your doctor for today 

and will be drawing some 
blood...

I don’t 
understand -- Doesn’t 
Rebbi enjoy when we 
make sure everything 

is all right during 
procedures?

Of course... 
Please forgive me. I 
enjoy your company 

and intended to 
explain anyway…

Thank you all so much 
for being here! It is very 

comforting to have family 
here and attending me. This is 
the ultimate mitzvah of Bikur 

Cholim!

Uh... Please 
can you all step 
out so that this 

doctor can do his 
work...

Thank you so 
much, Doctor! You 

did an excellent job 
-- it didn’t even hurt a 
bit!... OK, everyone can 

return!
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חלק ג׳  פרק ב  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*The ים יעָא פז:) s description’חֲזַ״ל asks a question on the חָפֵץ חַיִּ  (בָבָא מְצִּ
of the rewards שְרָאֵל  men over 20, plus women and 600,000) כְלַל יִּ
children) received due to אַבְרָהָם’s ים  It seems so .הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
disproportionate that שְרָאֵל  should receive enough food and water כְלַל יִּ
for 40 years in the wilderness just because אַבְרָהָם once fed his ’guests’ 
some milk, butter, and a ’little’ water. The ים  explains that this was חָפֵץ חַיִּ
not a one time event. אַבְרָהָם’s entire life was around ים  His .הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
open home was a free food and rest stop for all travelers.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  

The ים י נָתָן quotes an חָפֵץ חַיִּ ינוּ that describes (פֶרֶק ז) אָבוֹת דְרַבִּ ים s’אַבְרָהָם אָבִּ  .הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
He would actively seek out guests daily. He built large palaces to house and feed the 
guests and introduce them to a new delicacy that they never tasted. He would then teach 
them to recognize their Creator and to thank Him. 

1 What was the reward that אַהֲרֹן received for remaining silent 
after the sudden death of two of his sons? 

2 What is the name of the bird that shares its food only with its 
friends? 

ָׁה taught the הקב״ה .1 ִּדֹּם) אַהֲרֹן and only to ,אַהֲרֹן directly to שְתוּיֵי יָׁיִן of פַרְש  ד״ה וַי
— 10:4). 

2. The ָׁה  .bird shares its food ONLY with its friends, NOT with any other birds חֲסִיד
It is rendered unkosher since its kindness is exclusive [Ruzhiner Rebbe] ( ד״ה
ִּידָה  .(11:19 — הַחֲס
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

י ד׳   שׁ מִלִפְנֵּ א אֵּ צֵּ א י:ב… וַיָּמֻתוּ … וַתֵּ ג(. -וַיִדֹם אַהֲרֹן. )וַיִקְרָּ  
 A fire came down from before ד׳ … and they died … and 
 .was silent אַהֲרֹן
 As the joy surrounding the inauguration ritual reached its 
zenith, tragedy suddenly struck. אַהֲרֹן’s two oldest sons died while 
performing an unauthorized incense service. אַהֲרֹן’s classic response 
— or lack thereof — attests to his greatness, nobility and resolute 
faith in ד׳. He accepted ד׳’s Divine decree, silently. אַהֲרֹן set the 
standard for response to tragedy. It was a day of heightened joy in 
which he, as ן גָּדוֹל  was intimately involved. Others have learned ,כֹהֵּ
from him not to permit personal tragedy to override the joy and 
sanctity of ת   .s days of joy’ד׳ ,יוֹם טוֹב or שַׁבָּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 A terrible terrorist explosion rocked לַיִם  ,Aharon Meir .יְרוּשָּׁ
son of R' Raphael David Auerbach, ״א  ,and another young man ,שְׁלִיטָּ
Arye Yosef Sheinfeld, were two of its victims. They were rushed to 
Hadassah Hospital on ת  .both mortally wounded — עֶרֶב שַׁבָּ
 As night fell and the ת  Queen was ushered in, Aharon שַׁבָּ
Meir Auerbach lay in his bed suffering indescribable pain. In a nearby 
room, his father welcomed ת  with what seemed to be his usual שַׁבָּ
serenity and joy. Earlier that day, his life had been shaken to its very 
core when he heard about the explosion. Knowing that his son would 
be on his way home at exactly that time, he barely controlled himself 
through the hours of worry and uncertainty. His worst fears were 
confirmed: his son lay near death. He rushed to the hospital, only to 
be told by the doctors that there was no hope. Many ה  students יְשִׁיבָּ
came to give blood for their friend, but it would be to no avail. 
ת  ת arrived, and R' Raphael David donned his שַׁבָּ  clothes שַׁבָּ
to welcome the ת ת“ .with joy שַׁבָּ  ,is not a time for tears,” he said שַׁבָּ
his voice filled with faith and reassurance. He ate his ת  meal, sang שַׁבָּ
ת the traditional ,זְמִרוֹת  songs, his face radiating an inner glow, a שַׁבָּ
joy endemic to one who serves ד׳ with love. The hospital staff peered 

into the room, shocked in disbelief. Here was a man singing ת  שַׁבָּ
songs, while his son’s life slowly ebbed away. Just a few minutes 
before, he had been filled with worry and anguish over his son’s 
condition. How had he transformed so radically? They did not 
understand what ת  .meant to R' Raphael David שַׁבָּ
 He sat by his son’s bed all through the night, praying silently 
— never weeping. In a nearby room, Aryeh Yosef Sheinfeld breathed 
his last breath. Everyone was in shock — except R' Raphael David, 
who told them how to move the body and care for it on ת  In the .שַׁבָּ
morning, R' Raphael David and his wife stood by their son’s bed, 
reciting ל אֵּ ה as their son’s holy שְׁמַע יִשְרָּ מָּ  soared Heavenward. He נְשָּ
did not cry — and he instructed all those present that it was ת  and ,שַׁבָּ
one should not cry. 
 Suddenly, R' Raphael David began to sing ּינו אלֹקֵּ ין כֵּ  — אֵּ
There is none like our G-d. As he sang, memories rose up before him. 
His son was only 15, but he had accomplished so much. An 
exceptional student, he was the apple of his father’s eye. A budding 
ה א scholar, he had mastered hundreds of pages of תוֹרָּ רָּ  He had .גְמָּ
had a bright future, but now his brief life had come to a tragic end. 
Yet, R' Raphael David’s faith in ד׳ was not shaken. He was resolute in 
his belief. His voice continued firmly: ּינו אלֹקֵּ  ?ד׳ Who is like our — מִי כֵּ
 R' Raphael’s older son arrived after a long walk. But it was 
too late. His father greeted him with the bitter news, immediately 
adding, “Remember, you cannot cry. It is ׁת קֹדֶש  ”.שַׁבָּ
 The hours went by and R' Raphael restrained himself. He 
did not allow his emotions to overwhelm him. He ate ה שְׁלִישִׁית  ,סְעוּדָּ
as he always did. After all, it was ת  He waited a little longer. The .שַׁבָּ
ת ת :Queen withdrew שַׁבָּ  was over. Only now did a fountain of tears שַׁבָּ
stream forth, as fifteen years of love — pent up throughout the ת  שַׁבָּ
— poured from him. 
 This was אַהֲרֹן’s student. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ת  מָא: הִלְכ�וֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
מֶר סְפִירַת הָע�וֹ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The counting of סְפִירָה should be done while standing. 
• If you are lying in bed and remember you forgot to count 
 .סְפִירָה you must get out of bed, stand up and count ,סְפִירָה

• The אוּר הֲלָכָה  should בִרְכַת הַמִצְוֹת that all גְמָרָא quotes the בֵּ
be said while standing, and we learn this from the מִצְוָה of 
 .סְפִירָה

A Student of Aharon

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
ה שְמוּאֵל   Shapiro ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
״ל צַּ ה  in גָּאוֹן was known as a זַּ תוֹרָּ
יִם מַּ ״ל ,חֲזוֹן אִיש The .וְיִרְאַת שָּ צַּ  ,זַּ
would stand up for   ה ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
 and blessed him that he ,שְמוּאֵל
would have many לְמִידִים  .תַּ
 On ת בָּ ב שַּ רֶׁ ן 14 ,עֶׁ שְוָּ  חֶׁ
5714, only hours before the  חֲזוֹן
ה s’אִיש ה שְמוּאֵל  ,פְטִירָּ  came ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
to seek advice about the ה  .יְשִיבָּ
When he saw the חֲזוֹן אִיש’s 
weakened state, he started 
turning back. The חֲזוֹן אִיש told 
him: “Some visits are tiring and 
others are invigorating. The ב  s’רָּ
visit is of the second sort.”   ר׳
ה שְמוּאֵל  then spent two מֹשֶׁ
private hours with the חֲזוֹן אִיש 
that day. 
 While known and 
respected for his greatness in 
ה ר׳   it was little known that ,תוֹרָּ
ה שְמוּאֵל  was also a composer מֹשֶׁ
of נִגוּנִים. Every נִגוּן was crafted on 
the spot for a certain purpose.  ר׳
ה שְמוּאֵל  illuminated the world מֹשֶׁ
of his לְמִידִים  with his תַּ
exceptional ט מקײַּ  This .װאַרעֶׁ
aspect particularly expressed 
itself on ת בָּ  He .יוֹם טוֹב and שַּ
would sit with the חוּרִים  and בָּ
sing נִגוּנִים, many of which he 
himself composed, all of which 
were replete with the intense 
yearning of the ה מָּ  for its נְשָּ

Maker. לְמִידִים  recall these תַּ
moments as spiritual peaks, 
during which they gained a 
special closeness to ה׳ and to 
their בִי  .רֶׁ
 Once, ה שְמוּאֵל  was ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
traveling in England to raise 
money for his ה  He was .יְשִיבָּ
riding on public transportation 
and many passengers were 
inebriated and behaving in a 
rowdy fashion. At that moment  ר׳
ה שְמוּאֵל  felt so homesick for מֹשֶׁ
the ה ה of his קְדוּשָּ  that, on יְשִיבָּ
the spot, he composed a נִגוּן for 
the words:  יִם ל אֲפִיקֵי מָּ עֲרֹג עַּ יָּל תַּ כְאַּ
יךָ אֱלֹקִים עֲרֹג אֵלֶׁ פְשִי תַּ  As the  — כֵן נַּ
deer cries out in thirst for the 
springs of water, so does my soul 
cry out in thirst for You, תְהִלִים )  ה׳
 (מ״ב:ב׳
 My לְמִיד  R' Shapiro was ,תַּ
physically sitting on an 
unpleasant bus ride. He used 
what seemed to be a bad 
experience to create a beautiful, 
heartfelt composition, as he 
concentrated on growing closer 
to ד׳. Any situation, however 
difficult is may seem to you, is a 
moment of growth. More often 
than not, it is our greatest 
opportunity! 

רוּךְ!  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ

בִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶׁ
A letter from a Rebbi — based on interviews 

Sage Sayings

In regards to the importance of prioritizing חֶסֶד, R' 
Moshe Shmuel Shapiro זַצַ״ל once remarked: “  ס׳אִיז
נִישׁט  קײֵן  גרוֹיסעֶ קוּנץ צוּ זײַן אַ בַעַל חֶסֶד מִיט פרעֶמדעֶ אָדעֶר  
 to בַעַל חֶסֶד It is no great feat to be a — מִיט חַבֵרִים
strangers or [even] to friends.  ַדעֶר אֶמֶתדִיקעֶ סִימָן פוּן א
 The — בַעַל חֶסֶד אִיז צוּ זײַן אַ בַעַל חֶסֶד אִין זײַן אײֵגנעֶ שׁטוּב!
true mark of a בַעַל חֶסֶד is being a בַעַל חֶסֶד in one’s own 
home!” Source: Hamodia (with kind permission) 

PAI NEWS 
יבַת חוֹל הַמוֹעֵד  יְשִׁ

 The editorial staff 
of this weekly publication 
would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all 
the participants in the 
learning program. We 
would also like to thank 
the dedicated Pirchei 
staff for their tireless 
efforts to arrange a 
unique and enlightening 
learning experience for 
our boys! 

The Editorial Team 

Why don’t we make the customary 
חֱיָנוּ הֶׁ  when we מִצְוָה on starting a new שֶׁ
begin to count סְפִירָה? 
 is to סְפִירָה The purpose of the — לְבוּ״שׁ
count towards the יוֹם טוֹב of שָבוּעוֹת. We 
rely on the ּחֱיָנו הֶׁ  .יוֹם טוֹב  we make on שֶׁ
 strict ,דִין This is a period of — אוֹר זָרוּע  
judgment, as we see from the fact that 
the ר  .is brought from barley. [Ed עוֹמֶׁ
note: The פְטִירָה of 24,000 לְמִידִים ר׳  of תַּ
 and the bloody massacres of עֲקִיבָא
Jewish communities during the Crusades 
and WWII took place during these days.) 
ר Counting the — בְשָמִים ראֺשׁ  shows עוֹמֶׁ
our anticipation and excitement towards 
the שִמְחָה of ן תוֹרָה תַּ  Each day is .מַּ
focused on the future שִמְחָה of יוֹם טוֹב, 
and the period of the ר  is not the עוֹמֶׁ
 .עִקָר

Understanding
Davening



  

חלק ג׳  פרק ב  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*The ים יעָא פז:) s description’חֲזַ״ל asks a question on the חָפֵץ חַיִּ  (בָבָא מְצִּ
of the rewards שְרָאֵל  men over 20, plus women and 600,000) כְלַל יִּ
children) received due to אַבְרָהָם’s ים  It seems so .הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
disproportionate that שְרָאֵל  should receive enough food and water כְלַל יִּ
for 40 years in the wilderness just because אַבְרָהָם once fed his ’guests’ 
some milk, butter, and a ’little’ water. The ים  explains that this was חָפֵץ חַיִּ
not a one time event. אַבְרָהָם’s entire life was around ים  His .הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
open home was a free food and rest stop for all travelers.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  

The ים י נָתָן quotes an חָפֵץ חַיִּ ינוּ that describes (פֶרֶק ז) אָבוֹת דְרַבִּ ים s’אַבְרָהָם אָבִּ  .הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
He would actively seek out guests daily. He built large palaces to house and feed the 
guests and introduce them to a new delicacy that they never tasted. He would then teach 
them to recognize their Creator and to thank Him. 

1 What was the reward that אַהֲרֹן received for remaining silent 
after the sudden death of two of his sons? 

2 What is the name of the bird that shares its food only with its 
friends? 

ָׁה taught the הקב״ה .1 ִּדֹּם) אַהֲרֹן and only to ,אַהֲרֹן directly to שְתוּיֵי יָׁיִן of פַרְש  ד״ה וַי
— 10:4). 

2. The ָׁה  .bird shares its food ONLY with its friends, NOT with any other birds חֲסִיד
It is rendered unkosher since its kindness is exclusive [Ruzhiner Rebbe] ( ד״ה
ִּידָה  .(11:19 — הַחֲס
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

י ד׳   שׁ מִלִפְנֵּ א אֵּ צֵּ א י:ב… וַיָּמֻתוּ … וַתֵּ ג(. -וַיִדֹם אַהֲרֹן. )וַיִקְרָּ  
 A fire came down from before ד׳ … and they died … and 
 .was silent אַהֲרֹן
 As the joy surrounding the inauguration ritual reached its 
zenith, tragedy suddenly struck. אַהֲרֹן’s two oldest sons died while 
performing an unauthorized incense service. אַהֲרֹן’s classic response 
— or lack thereof — attests to his greatness, nobility and resolute 
faith in ד׳. He accepted ד׳’s Divine decree, silently. אַהֲרֹן set the 
standard for response to tragedy. It was a day of heightened joy in 
which he, as ן גָּדוֹל  was intimately involved. Others have learned ,כֹהֵּ
from him not to permit personal tragedy to override the joy and 
sanctity of ת   .s days of joy’ד׳ ,יוֹם טוֹב or שַׁבָּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 A terrible terrorist explosion rocked לַיִם  ,Aharon Meir .יְרוּשָּׁ
son of R' Raphael David Auerbach, ״א  ,and another young man ,שְׁלִיטָּ
Arye Yosef Sheinfeld, were two of its victims. They were rushed to 
Hadassah Hospital on ת  .both mortally wounded — עֶרֶב שַׁבָּ
 As night fell and the ת  Queen was ushered in, Aharon שַׁבָּ
Meir Auerbach lay in his bed suffering indescribable pain. In a nearby 
room, his father welcomed ת  with what seemed to be his usual שַׁבָּ
serenity and joy. Earlier that day, his life had been shaken to its very 
core when he heard about the explosion. Knowing that his son would 
be on his way home at exactly that time, he barely controlled himself 
through the hours of worry and uncertainty. His worst fears were 
confirmed: his son lay near death. He rushed to the hospital, only to 
be told by the doctors that there was no hope. Many ה  students יְשִׁיבָּ
came to give blood for their friend, but it would be to no avail. 
ת  ת arrived, and R' Raphael David donned his שַׁבָּ  clothes שַׁבָּ
to welcome the ת ת“ .with joy שַׁבָּ  ,is not a time for tears,” he said שַׁבָּ
his voice filled with faith and reassurance. He ate his ת  meal, sang שַׁבָּ
ת the traditional ,זְמִרוֹת  songs, his face radiating an inner glow, a שַׁבָּ
joy endemic to one who serves ד׳ with love. The hospital staff peered 

into the room, shocked in disbelief. Here was a man singing ת  שַׁבָּ
songs, while his son’s life slowly ebbed away. Just a few minutes 
before, he had been filled with worry and anguish over his son’s 
condition. How had he transformed so radically? They did not 
understand what ת  .meant to R' Raphael David שַׁבָּ
 He sat by his son’s bed all through the night, praying silently 
— never weeping. In a nearby room, Aryeh Yosef Sheinfeld breathed 
his last breath. Everyone was in shock — except R' Raphael David, 
who told them how to move the body and care for it on ת  In the .שַׁבָּ
morning, R' Raphael David and his wife stood by their son’s bed, 
reciting ל אֵּ ה as their son’s holy שְׁמַע יִשְרָּ מָּ  soared Heavenward. He נְשָּ
did not cry — and he instructed all those present that it was ת  and ,שַׁבָּ
one should not cry. 
 Suddenly, R' Raphael David began to sing ּינו אלֹקֵּ ין כֵּ  — אֵּ
There is none like our G-d. As he sang, memories rose up before him. 
His son was only 15, but he had accomplished so much. An 
exceptional student, he was the apple of his father’s eye. A budding 
ה א scholar, he had mastered hundreds of pages of תוֹרָּ רָּ  He had .גְמָּ
had a bright future, but now his brief life had come to a tragic end. 
Yet, R' Raphael David’s faith in ד׳ was not shaken. He was resolute in 
his belief. His voice continued firmly: ּינו אלֹקֵּ  ?ד׳ Who is like our — מִי כֵּ
 R' Raphael’s older son arrived after a long walk. But it was 
too late. His father greeted him with the bitter news, immediately 
adding, “Remember, you cannot cry. It is ׁת קֹדֶש  ”.שַׁבָּ
 The hours went by and R' Raphael restrained himself. He 
did not allow his emotions to overwhelm him. He ate ה שְׁלִישִׁית  ,סְעוּדָּ
as he always did. After all, it was ת  He waited a little longer. The .שַׁבָּ
ת ת :Queen withdrew שַׁבָּ  was over. Only now did a fountain of tears שַׁבָּ
stream forth, as fifteen years of love — pent up throughout the ת  שַׁבָּ
— poured from him. 
 This was אַהֲרֹן’s student. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ת  מָא: הִלְכ�וֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
מֶר סְפִירַת הָע�וֹ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The counting of סְפִירָה should be done while standing. 
• If you are lying in bed and remember you forgot to count 
 .סְפִירָה you must get out of bed, stand up and count ,סְפִירָה

• The אוּר הֲלָכָה  should בִרְכַת הַמִצְוֹת that all גְמָרָא quotes the בֵּ
be said while standing, and we learn this from the מִצְוָה of 
 .סְפִירָה

A Student of Aharon

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
ה שְמוּאֵל   Shapiro ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
״ל צַּ ה  in גָּאוֹן was known as a זַּ תוֹרָּ
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weakened state, he started 
turning back. The חֲזוֹן אִיש told 
him: “Some visits are tiring and 
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visit is of the second sort.”   ר׳
ה שְמוּאֵל  then spent two מֹשֶׁ
private hours with the חֲזוֹן אִיש 
that day. 
 While known and 
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physically sitting on an 
unpleasant bus ride. He used 
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experience to create a beautiful, 
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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

״ל צַׁ ירָא זַׁ פִּ מוּאֵל שַׁ ה שְׁ יֵה was born in Minsk to ר׳ מֹשֶׁ רְׁ יָן ,ר׳ אַׁ  דַׁ
of Bialystok. He learned under ״ל צַׁ ן זַׁ מַׁ רְׁ סֶׁ חָנָן וַׁ לְׁ  in ר׳ אֶׁ
Baranovich in 1933. In 1936, he moved to Mir, and became 

a הָק יד מֻבְׁ מִּ לְׁ ״ל of R' Baruch Ber תַׁ צַׁ רָאֵל In 1938, he fled to .זַׁ שְׁ ץ יִּ רֶׁ  He .אֶׁ
married in 1946, learned in יש זוֹן אִּ  for a year and then was appointed כּוֹלֵל חַׁ
עוּר יד שִּ גִּ ת קוֹל תוֹרָה in מַׁ יבַׁ שִּ יש for 3 years. The יְׁ  asked him to open a חֲזוֹן אִּ
יבָה שִּ עֲקֹב in יְׁ אֵר יַׁ ים He asked of his .בְׁ ידִּ מִּ לְׁ יוּן to not only learn תַׁ עִּ  but also ,בְׁ
to complete ״ס יוּן with light שַׁ  In 1963, he published the 1st of 12 volumes .עִּ
of ים בֵאוּרִּ רֵס הַׁ טְׁ יץ תוֹרָה A brilliant .קוּנְׁ בִּ רְׁ  ,his unusual blend of warmth ,מַׁ
ם and עֲבוֹדָה ,תוֹרָה יִּ אַת שָמַׁ רְׁ ים attracted many יִּ ידִּ מִּ לְׁ  He was a lead member .תַׁ
of the יבוֹת שִּ יְׁ ד הַׁ עַׁ תוֹרָה and וַׁ דוֹלֵי הַׁ ת גְׁ צֶׁ רָאֵל of מוֹעֶׁ שְׁ ת יִּ  .אֲגדַֻׁ

 א׳ אייר
5677 – 5766 
1917 – 2006 

A certain widow would come to R' Moshe 
Shmuel Shapiro, זַצַ״ל, for money every 
month because her husband had 
instructed her in his will to go to him for 
assistance. When the יבָה  had no ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
money of his own, he would go 
collecting before the widow would 
arrive. During his illness, he asked others 
to assist him in fulfilling this צְוָה  Someone .מִׁ
once asked how he was connected with the 
deceased. The יבָה  ”!replied, “I never met him ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
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כֶבֶש… את וְעֵגֶל וָּ א ט:ג(…)קְחוּ שְעִיר עִזִים לְחַטָּ וַיִקְרָּ  
              … Take a young goat as a sin offering, and a calf and a sheep… 
 During the ן אֵל ,חֲנוּכַת הַמִשְכָּ  were required to bring בְנֵי יִשְרָּ
many נוֹת רְבָּ את a goat for a — קָּ ה a calf and lamb for an ,חַטָּ  and a עוֹלָּ
bull and ram for מִים נוֹת What was the reason for so many .שְלָּ רְבָּ  ?קָּ
אֵל explains that תּוֹרַת כֹּהֲנִים  with ,הקב״ה had an account with בְנֵי יִשְרָּ
sins at the beginning and sins at the end. The sins at the beginning 
refer to מְכִירַת יוֹסֵף, when the brothers dipped his coat in goat’s blood. 
The goat comes as atonement for that sin. The sins at the end refer to 
the ב הָּ  .for which the calf is brought as atonement ,עֵגֶל הַזָּ
 We can readily understand why אֵל  had to make בְנֵי יִשְרָּ
amends for the sin of the ב הָּ ן during the עֵגֶל הַזָּ  The .חֲנוּכַת הַמִשְכָּ
creation of the ב הָּ  was tantamount הקב״ה as an intermediary to עֵגֶל הַזָּ
to ה רָּ ה זָּ ן a direct affront to Him. Therefore, when the ,עֲבוֹדָּ  was מִשְכָּ
being dedicated and the שְכִינָּה was about to dwell within it, amends 
were very much in order. 
 But what was the connection between מְכִירַת יוֹסֵף and the 
ן  It was not a recent occurrence. Why then should it be ?חֲנוּכַת הַמִשְכָּ
brought up again in this context? 
 The ה  points out that an underlying element of יַלְקוּט יְהוּדָּ
jealousy led to מְכִירַת יוֹסֵף. The brothers could not bear that יַעֲקֹּב 

singled יוֹסֵף out for a special role, gave him special treatment, and 
provided him with special garments. If יוֹסֵף was so special, that meant 
they were less special. Unable to bear the thought, they plotted 
against him, eventually selling him into slavery. 
 What happened as the ן  was being built? One family was מִשְכָּ
singled out to be the priestly tribe, perform the sacred service, wear 
special priestly garb, be given priestly gifts and be treated as special in 
many ways. The הֲנִים  were an easy target for jealousy, as indeed כֹּ
came to pass during קֹּרַח’s ill-fated rebellion, when the rebels declared 
ר טז:ג) ם ה׳ וּמַדּוּעַ תִּתְנַשְאוּ עַל קְהַל ה׳…  ,(בַמִדְבָּ ם קְדֹּשִים וּבְתוֹכָּ ה כֻּלָּ עֵדָּ ל הָּ כָּ  
 The ן  was, therefore, a time to remember that in חֲנוּכַת הַמִשְכָּ
Judaism there are roles for לְוִיִים/כֹּהֲנִים/men/women. Not everyone is 
identical with the same strengths, duties and responsibilities. Not 
everyone gets the same benefits and privileges. Everyone must be 
content with the role  הקב״ה has assigned to him. This, then, was an 
exceedingly appropriate time to bring sacrifices to atone for  מְכִירַת
 .יוֹסֵף
 This would remind the people of the danger of jealousy, and 
impress upon each individual to recognize their unique role and utilize it 
for עֲבוֹדַת ה׳. 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with  kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI When Rav Meir Chodosh was sick, his family and 
friends would constantly visit him in the hospital.

One day a new, young intern entered the room.

The visitors hesitatingly left, slightly 
perplexed. This was not typical of Rav Meir.

The intern left and the visitors returned.

But are you 
sure?... the doctor 

doesn’t seem to mind. 
Why would you want us 

to leave?...

Please, my 
children... Please 

just step out  ... It 
will only take a few 

minutes.

For any Doctor it is 
sometimes hard to find a vein in 

an elderly person like myself and it is 
embarrassing, especially when many people 
are standing around... For a young intern 
with less experience, this can be twice as 

embarrassing. I wanted to spare this young 
intern any shame... That’s why I sent you 

out!

That’s 
unusual... He usually 
appreciates that we 
stay with him during 

procedures... He doesn’t 
normally have us 
leave the room!

Hello, Rabbi. My 
name is Michael. I will be 
your doctor for today 

and will be drawing some 
blood...

I don’t 
understand -- Doesn’t 
Rebbi enjoy when we 
make sure everything 

is all right during 
procedures?

Of course... 
Please forgive me. I 
enjoy your company 

and intended to 
explain anyway…

Thank you all so much 
for being here! It is very 

comforting to have family 
here and attending me. This is 
the ultimate mitzvah of Bikur 

Cholim!

Uh... Please 
can you all step 
out so that this 

doctor can do his 
work...

Thank you so 
much, Doctor! You 

did an excellent job 
-- it didn’t even hurt a 
bit!... OK, everyone can 

return!
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