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 was born in New York City’s Lower זַצַ״ל Goldstein ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
East Side to ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר and שׁײֵנדל, Husyatiner חֲסִידִים. He 
attended רַבֵינוּ יַעֲקֹב יוֹסֵף ,יְשִׁיבַת ר׳ שְׁלֹמֹה קלוּגר (RJJ), and 

 ר׳ שְׁלֹמֹה of תַּלְמִידִים where he merited to be one of the last ,יְשִׁיבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת
Heiman זַצַ״ל. In 1946, at the behest of his ר׳ שְׁראַגאָ פײַוול מעֶנדלאָבִיץ  ,רֶבִי
 in RJJ. At Mike רֶבִי starting as a ,חִנּוּךְ he began his stellar career in ,זַצַ״ל
Tress זַצַ״ל’s request, he became head counselor of Camp Agudah in 1957. 
In 1967, he served as מְנַהֵל of Crown Heights Yeshiva. In 1974, he became 
מָרָא  of Queens. For 30 years he was יְשִׁיבָה אוֹר יִשְרָאֵל of all divisions of מְנַהֵל
 שִמְחַת הַחַיִים of the Brisker shul in Williamsburg. His unquenchable דְאֲתְרָא
and אַהֲבַת יִשְרָאֵל endeared him to all that he met. 

 ב' תמוז
5686 – 5771 
1926 – 2011 

To simply portray ר׳ יַעֲקֹב  Goldstein  זַצַ״ל  as  a 
ךְ ךְ s’מְחַנֵּ ר׳  .would be an understatement מְחַנֵּ
 אֱמֶת known for his ,זַצַ״ל Kaminetsky יַעֲקֹב
and pragmatic חָכְמָה, described ר׳ יַעֲקֹב as, 
“A גָאוֹן in ְר׳ מָרְדְכַי ”!חִנוּך Gifter referred to 
ךְ as, “A master ר׳ יַעֲקֹב ר׳  What was ”!מְחַנֵּ
 s special secret? He once explained’יַעֲקֹב
at a ְחִנוּך workshop, “... every Jewish child is 
reachable and teachable!” With his  ֶײִדִישׁע 
warmth, ר׳ יַעֲקֹב would imbue all of his תַלְמִידִים 
with the message: “I believe in you and I see potential, 
now!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of AmericaLearning from our Leaders

בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

לאֺ יִתְעַסְקוּ הַכֺהֲנִים בְעֲבוֹדַת הַלְוִיִם וְלאֺ לְוִיִם בְעֲבוֹדַת הַכֺהֲנִים -מִצְוָה שפ״ט  שֶׁ  
 It is a ה  changing their לְוִיִם and כֺהֲנִים to have מִצְוַת לאֺ תַעֲשֶׂ
roles in the ׁש ית הַמִקְדָּ ן A .בֵּ וִי cannot perform the task of a כֺהֵּ וִי and a לֵּ  לֵּ
must not perform the task of a ן   .כֺהֵּ

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
וִי chose ד׳  ט לֵּ בֶׂ  The .ד׳ to be entirely dedicated to serving שֵּׁ
 each have their own unique, precious and holy roles לְוִיִם and כֺהֲנִים
within the ׁש ית הַמִקְדָּ ן If a .בֵּ  would have the opportunity to rely on a כֺהֵּ
וִי  to complete his work or vice versa, detachment, laziness and לֵּ
forgetfulness would quickly set in and the task would not be 
performed correctly. When the responsibility for getting the job done 
rests on one person, the work is completed satisfactorily. Regarding 
work that is shared by two or more people the א רָּ א כד:) גְמָּ א בַתְרָּ בָּ  (בָּ
gives a ל שָּׁ י of a מָּ י תְרֵּ ה דְבֵּ רָּ  a pot of food on the fire belonging to ,קְדֵּ
two people, א רִירָּ א וְלאֺ קָּ  never gets fully heated or completely ,לאֺ חֲמִימָּ
cooled down [It just remains warm]. If two or more people share the 
same responsibility, each person will shift the blame onto the other(s) 
and the task is almost always incomplete.     

∞ ∞ ∞ 
ר רִאשוֹן   -מִצְוָה שצ״ה  מַעֲשֵׁ  

 It is a ה  to separate one tenth of the gathered grain מִצְוַת עֲשֵּ
produce and give it to a וִי   .לֵּ

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
וִי  ט לֵּ בֶׂ  in the ד׳ was chosen to dedicate their lives to serving שֵּׁ

שׁ ית הַמִקְדָּ  to receive their לְוִיִם In His kindness, He chose for the .בֵּ
wages from the other טִים  would לְוִיִם in an honorable fashion. The שְׁבָּ
receive their crop from the field after it was cut, and are not to be 
involved in toiling the earth or cutting the crop. [This allows the לְוִיִם to 
dedicate more of their valuable time to serve ד׳ - see  ק לֶׂ ה נְבוּכִים חֵּ מוֹרֶׂ
  .[ג
 The ְחִנּוּך continues with an interesting thought. In reality, the 
 should only be entitled to receive one twelfth of the grain לְוִיִם
produced. The twelve tribes each had an equal share in ל אֵּ ץ יִשְרָּ רֶׂ  .אֶׂ
וִי ט לֵּ בֶׂ טִים s portion in the land was worked by other’שֵּׁ  on their שְׁבָּ
behalf, and they were responsible to give the לְוִיִם the gathered grain 
from וִי  entitled to לְוִיִם s original portion of a twelfth. Why were the’לֵּ
receive one tenth? The ה וִי to give the מִצְוָּ  ,one tenth of the produce לֵּ
demonstrates a special honor. The לְוִיִם are entitled to this form of 
wages which was also free from any other expenses, because they are 
the King’s [ד׳’s] servants and honoring His servants is honoring the 
King.   
 The ְחִנוּך explains the  (אָבוֹת ג:י״ז) מִשְׁנָּה that  ג מַעְשְרוֹת סְיָּ
ר עֺשֶׁׂ ר giving ,לָּ ה is a protection for wealth, as being a powerful מַעֲשֵּׁ כָּ  בְרָּ
for anyone who supports the ‘King’s servants’ [e.g. ה י תוֹרָּ   חִנוּךְ The .[בְנֵּ
promises,ֹר יֵּשׁ לו ל אֲשֶׁׂ יו בְכָּ לָּ נוּחַ עָּ מוֹנוֹ בִרְכַת ד׳ תָּ י ד׳ בְמָּ רְתֵּ  one - הַמְחַיֶׂה מְשָּׁ
who sustains ד’s servants through his wealth will merit that the  
blessing of ד׳ will be seen in everything he possesses! 

Some מצות and Ideas based on  קרח -ספר החינוך במנין המצות על פרשת השבוע  
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI Rabbi Dovid Barkin zt”l was a popular maggid 
shiur in Telshe Yeshiva. Every day after the 

shiur, he would walk home accompanied by his 
talmidim, with whom he would speak in learning.

 As the rebbi walked towards his room..

One day after the shiur...

Rabbosai! 
I ask you mechilah in 

advance. It’s been so nice 
walking home accompanied 

by you every day. But as 
of today, we will have to 
discontinue this minhag.

Oy, 
what’s 

wrong?

Rabbosai! did you 
hear what Moshe just 

asked? You know, this time 
is so precious to me… I 

always hear some chiddush 
on this walk!

 Rebbi, we 
also enjoy 

walking with you 
every day!

thank 
you! The feeling 

is definitely 
mutual.

What 
happened?

But Rebbi... 
we all know how 

you enjoy walking 
together with the 

talmidim every day! 
What changed?

Rebbi, Rebbi... 
Why the change in 
such a beautiful 

minhag?

My son, you 
are so right... but 

you should know I 
spent a long time on 

this decision.

Rebbi, 
please forgive me, but 

we all would appreciate if 
Rebbi would explain to us why 

there was a change. We are 
your talmidim and want to 

learn from our rebbi’s 
actions.

What 
could be the 

reason?

I have my 
reason, but 
that’s how I 

understand it 
has to be…

 The talmid remembered how his beloved Rebbi enjoyed 
the company of his talmidim on his daily walk home …

The talmid continued to 
ask his beloved Rebbi…

R’ Dovid heard the sincere request from his talmid 
and explained his unusual but selfless action.

Ok... you are right. I really do enjoy 
when you all walk me home. However, I thought 
that perhaps the other rebbeim feel slighted. I 

noticed some Rebbeim walk home alone. Imagine if 
our walk might cause someone else to feel even the 

smallest bit of pain! I think it is best for you all 
to ask questions later.

5705-5767 1945-2006 ukxf y"f

R' Dovid זַצַ״ל was born in Chicago, IL, to R' Kalman זַצַ״ל and Golda Barkin. His father was a prestigious 
 At the age of 11, he went .רָב and was a local (for 7 years חֶבְרוֹן he also learned in) of Slabodka תַלְמִיד
to learn in Telshe Yeshiva, Cleveland, and was greatly influenced by a רֶבִי, R' Heshel Baron זַצַ״ל. In 
 In .זַצַ״ל and R' Pesach Stein זַצַ״ל of R' Mordechai Gifter תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק he rose quickly and was a ,יְשִיבָה
1966 he went to Yeshivas Ponevezh where he became very close with R' Shmuel Rozovsky זַצַ״ל and  ר׳
 'and on the advice of R ,שִדּוּךְ Based on a letter from R' Gifter proposing his .זַצַ״ל Shach אֶלְעָזָר מְנַחֵם מַן
Yechezkel Levenstein זַצַ״ל, he moved back to Cleveland. At the age of 22 (1968), he married Miriam, the 
daughter of the ראֹש יְשִיבָה, R' Elya Meir Bloch זַצַ״ל. He was renowned as a גָאוֹן and מַתְמִיד. R' Shach 
would send his כְתָבִים to R' Dovid for review. After the ראֹש יְשִיבָה was נִפְטָר, R' Shach wrote a letter to 
R' Dovid advising him to stay in Cleveland. His שִעוּרִים were extremely popular and his חִדּוּשִים on  יְבָמוֹת

  .סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת דָוִד were printed in פֶרֶק א׳

פרשה: קרח       הפטרה: ויאמר שמואל... לכו ונלכה הגלגל... )שמואל א יא:יד-יב:כב(

אבות פרק ד'     דף יומי: עבודה זרה י'     מצות עשה: 5     מצות לא תעשה: 4

שבועות לראש השנה: 12



  

חלק ג׳  פרק ג  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*The ים צְוָה regarding the הֲלָכוֹת discusses the various חָפֵץ חַיִּ קּוּר of מִּ בִּ
ים עוּר visiting the sick. There is no ,חוֹלִּ  prescribed limit, to how many ,שִּ
times a day one can fulfill this צְוָה צְוָה each visit is another ;מִּ  In .מִּ
addition, a גָדוֹל (one who is above the age of maturity as set by חֲזַ״ל 
and/or is esteemed by society and halachic stature) should not hesitate 
to visit a קָטָן (one who is below the age of maturity and/or lower in 
stature). A גָדוֹל should visit a קָטָן even if this may possibly be 
interpreted by others as being a little demeaning.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים ים mentions a critical part of חָפֵץ חַיִּ קּוּר חוֹלִּ  that is often overlooked: when visiting בִּ
a sick person, one should [ed. Note: privately] daven for their recovery. חֲזַ״ל teach us that 
one who visits a sick person and neglects to daven for his/her recovery has missed a 
critical element in the  צְוָה ים of מִּ קּוּר חוֹלִּ  .בִּ

1. Why were the laws of הֻנָה נוֹת כְּ  taught immediately after the מַתְּ
incident with קֹרַח? 

2. Why was the pledge of הקב״ה promising the רוּמָה ר and תְּ  as מַעֲשֵׂ
a portion for the כֹהֲנִים called a רִית מֶלַח  ?a covenant of salt — בְּ

1. Until קֹרַח, no one questioned the ְּהֻנָה  questioned the קֹרַח and its benefits. After כ
issue, הקב״ה made a formal statement to quell any future claims. See רַשִ״י’s מָשָל 
with a king (18:8 — ד״ה וַאֲנִי). 

 likened His promise to salt. Just as salt is everlasting, always fresh, and הקב״ה .2
preserves other items, so too, is His promise (ְּרִית  .(18:19 — ד״ה ב
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ירָם   לַאֲבִּ דָתָן וְׁ ראֹ לְׁ קְׁ ה לִּ לַח מֹשֶׁ שְׁ בָר … וַיִּ דְׁ ה )בַמִּ רוּ לאֹ נַעֲלֶׁ וַיאֹמְׁ
 טז:יב(. 

ה ירָם and דָתָן sent forth to summon מֹשֶׁ  but they said, “We shall…אֲבִּ
not go up!” . 

ף שָלוֹם רוֹדֵּ ב שָלוֹם וְׁ ל אַהֲרֹן אוֹהֵּ ידָיו שֶׁ מִּ תַלְׁ י מִּ ר הֱוֵּ ל אוֹמֵּ לֵּ )אָבוֹת א:יב(.… הִּ  
ל לֵּ  loving peace and pursuing ,אַהֲרֹן says: Be among the disciples of הִּ
peace … 
ירָם and דָתָן   s terrible’קֹרַח were among the leaders of אֲבִּ
rebellion against ה  Moreover, they were the ones who .אַהֲרֹן and מֹשֶׁ
had informed on ה עֹה to מֹשֶׁ ה forcing ,פַרְׁ  to flee for his life, and מֹשֶׁ
they were the ones who had disobeyed, and were disrespectful to 
ה   .on other occasions מֹשֶׁ
ה   was fully aware of the character of these difficult מֹשֶׁ
people. Yet, even though he failed to sway קֹרַח, he sought to 
persuade דָתָן and ירָם  He appealed to them quietly, through a .אֲבִּ
messenger, in the hope that, somehow, they might do שוּבָה  and תְׁ
repent before it was too late.  
 learn from this incident that a person should always חֲזַ״ל 
seek peaceful means to end a ת  dispute, even when he is clearly ,מַחֲלֹקֶׁ
the one who is being wronged (״י  .(רַשִּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 In 1908, a dispute erupted in the town of Radin between 
two groups that were competing for the right to serve as the Jewish 
community’s ישָא רָה קַדִּ בְׁ  As the dispute grew, it threatened to .חֶׁ
engulf the entire community. The ים ץ חַיִּ  who was known at that ,חָפֵּ
time as the humble but undisputed leader of the town, saw that it 
was necessary to intervene. During the שַבָת morning prayers in 
Radin’s main shul, he stopped the לוֹת פִּ  ,and, his expression grave תְׁ
rose to address the congregation: 
 “My brothers! Were they to offer me thousands of rubles 
to speak in public I would refuse, for time is far more precious to me 
than money; but today, I feel that I have no choice. 

 “Arguing that leads to ת  is a very serious sin. It is like a מַחֲלֹקֶׁ
hole in the pocket through which any money that a person puts in 
falls right out, leaving him penniless. Similarly, where there is ת  מַחֲלֹקֶׁ
in our community, all the וֹת צְׁ  .of the people involved will be wasted מִּ
 “I have lived in this town for decades, and I remember 
many townspeople who used to sit here in this shul but are not here 
today. Where are they? Their tombstones can be found in the local 
cemetery. 
 “When I came to this town, some of you were not yet born, 
while others were but small children. May all of us hopefully be 
blessed with long life. Nevertheless, we cannot escape reality; in the 
end, every person must come before the Heavenly throne and give 
an accounting of all his deeds and words during his days on this earth. 
 “Know, my brethren; ת  !is an extremely grave matter מַחֲלֹקֶׁ
One can perform many וֹת צְׁ  only to throw away their merit through מִּ
strife. I am certain that when you come to the Next World and 
experience the fear of Heavenly judgment, you will grasp at any straw 
in order to save yourselves. You might want to claim, ‘in my town 
there was a Jew named Yisroel Meir whom we believed to be a  יד מִּ תַלְׁ
 ’!He saw us quarrel but said nothing .חָכָם
 “Therefore, I ask of you that when your time comes, do not 
mention my name! I have my own burden [of sins] to worry about – I 
cannot assume responsibility for the misdeeds of others!” 
 With those words, the ים ץ חַיִּ  burst into tears and his חָפֵּ
whole body trembled. Everyone present was shaken to the depths of 
his soul and was prepared to settle the dispute quickly and 
peacefully. 
 The congregation resolved immediately to break up the 
new ישָא רָה קַדִּ בְׁ  and decided that for three years, all burials would ,חֶׁ
be free of charge for the sake of ד סֶׁ  .חֶׁ

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. ת מָא:  הִלְכווֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• During צָרִים ין הַמְּ ט׳  -י״ז תַמוּז  the three weeks from) בֵּ
אָב עוּדַת  one should not make a party, unless it is a ,(בְּ סְּ
וָה   .מִצְּ

• There are those who are of the opinion that even for a 
וָה עוּדַת מִצְּ  one should not have a live band. Some even סְּ
forbid playing a tape with music at a וָה עוּדַת מִצְּ  .סְּ

Pursue Peace

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Yaakov Goldstein ״ל צַּ  זַּ
was a blend of his two great 
יִים ״ל R' Shlomo Heiman ,רֶבֵּ צַּ  זַּ
and R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz 
״ל צַּ  He was a visionary who was .זַּ
able to mold לְמִידִים  through his תַּ
warmth and  caring. He was also 
a חָסִיד of the תוֹרָה י הַּ  ,גָאוֹן בְכָל חֲדָרֵּ
וִי לֵּ ל הַּ ״ל Epstein ר׳ מֹשֶה יְחִיאֵּ צַּ  of זַּ
Ozherov and fanned the spark in 
each לְמִיד  to have a love for just תַּ
being a ײִד.  
  His קֶשֶר to his לְמִידִים  תַּ
was legendary. He once walked 
from Williamsburg, in Brooklyn, 
to Manhattan’s Lower East Side, 
on a frigid winter בָת  ,morning שַּ
just to say זָל טוֹב ר מִצְוָה to a מַּ  בַּ
boy whom he had taught several 
years earlier. 
 One לְמִיד  from his years תַּ
in RJJ, reminisced the scene every 
Friday after R' Goldstein’s class 
ended. "רֶבִי would walk down the 
stairs surrounded by his whole 
class. Together they would sing, 
בָת!' לִיקעֶ שַּ בָת, הײֵּ  as they 'שַּ
descended the stairs, leaving 
school. The class went together, 
in an orderly fashion. The singing 
would continue to grow louder as 
other the classes would join in." 

Over 50 years later, the בָת  עֶרֶב שַּ
feeling and melody still rings in 
this לְמִיד  .s ears’תַּ
 The last תְקוּפָה of his life, 
after his stroke, R' Goldstein 
taught another type of lesson. He 
was ל יְסוּרִים בְאַהֲבָה בֵּ  and מְקַּ
always tried to be ק זֵּ  'others. R מְחַּ
Goldstein would tactfully 
encourage his guests to learn the 
proper techniques of how to visit 
a חוֹלֶה. He would ask for some 
small טוֹבָה, such as saying over a 
ר תוֹרָה  singing with him songs ,דְבַּ
about בָת / אֱמוּנָה  or ,מָשִיחַּ  / שַּ
even changing his Yarmulka, and 
then he would show his  ת כָרַּ הַּ
טוֹב  .בְרָכוֹת and give his sincere ,הַּ
R' Goldstein ended every 
conversation by thanking each 
visitor individually. People would 
walk from afar just to receive 
some of his unique brand of חִזוּק.   
    My לְמִיד  with his ,תַּ
charismatic personality, not only 
did R' Goldstein instill a יִים  רוּחַּ חַּ
into every one of his לְמִידִים  he ,תַּ
also gave a יִים חַּ  to every דֶרֶךְ הַּ
person he met! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!

 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת
A  letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

Sage Sayings

 the meaning of love תַלְמִידִים taught his זַצַ״ל Goldstein ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
and respect for תוֹרָה. Every piece began with the word 
 was shocked when he תַלְמִידִים testing his מְנַהֵל holy. A ,הײֵלִיק
asked, “?װאָס זאָגט רַשִ״י — What does רַשִ״י say?” and no one 
replied. Realizing this was R' Goldstein’s class, he smiled and 
said, “ ֶדִי מִשְנָה אִיז הײֵלִיק, אײַער רֶבִי אִיז הײֵלִיק, אוּן אִיר זעֶנט אַלע
 ,is Holy מִשְנָה The — הײֵלִיק. יעֶצט, װאָס זאָגט דעֶר הײֵלִיקעֶ רַשִ״י?
your רֶבִי is Holy, and you are all Holy. Now, what does the 
Holy רַשִ״י say?” Source: Heard around the שַבָת  table 

The current Pirchei Newsletter 
contest is designed to make your  עֶרֶב
ת בָּ  fulfilling and memorable. The שַׁ
contest will be continuing in the weeks 
leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  ,and beyond קַׁ
learn at least 45 minutes before ה  מִנְחָּ
every ת בָּ  Learn for an hour or .עֶרֶב שַׁ
more and get an additional entry into 
the raffle. There is no particular לִמּוּד to 
learn — you can even review  א יִם מִקְרָּ שְנַׁ
רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ  If you arrange for a group .וְאֶחָּ
to learn on the phone, and have a שִעוּר 
to learn about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  ,קִדּוּשַׁ
you will receive an extra entry in the 
raffle. The contest is open for boys of all 
ages up to 12th grade. To join this 
program, please send your weekly fax 
to (718) 506-9633 or email to: 
erevshabboslearningprogram@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  city, state, and ,יְשִיבָּ
contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

Anyone who would like to 
have a PDF copy of the 2-
page/4-page version of this 
newsletter emailed to them 
weekly during the summer 
months should please email 
their request to: 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com. 
Please indicate in the body 
of the email whether this is 
only for the summer or if 
this is for all year and if you  
want to receive the 2-
page/4-page/both. 

Have a safe, relaxing 
summer! 

The editors  

Understanding

ערב שבת
Learning Contest

Davening



  

חלק ג׳  פרק ג  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*The ים צְוָה regarding the הֲלָכוֹת discusses the various חָפֵץ חַיִּ קּוּר of מִּ בִּ
ים עוּר visiting the sick. There is no ,חוֹלִּ  prescribed limit, to how many ,שִּ
times a day one can fulfill this צְוָה צְוָה each visit is another ;מִּ  In .מִּ
addition, a גָדוֹל (one who is above the age of maturity as set by חֲזַ״ל 
and/or is esteemed by society and halachic stature) should not hesitate 
to visit a קָטָן (one who is below the age of maturity and/or lower in 
stature). A גָדוֹל should visit a קָטָן even if this may possibly be 
interpreted by others as being a little demeaning.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים ים mentions a critical part of חָפֵץ חַיִּ קּוּר חוֹלִּ  that is often overlooked: when visiting בִּ
a sick person, one should [ed. Note: privately] daven for their recovery. חֲזַ״ל teach us that 
one who visits a sick person and neglects to daven for his/her recovery has missed a 
critical element in the  צְוָה ים of מִּ קּוּר חוֹלִּ  .בִּ

1. Why were the laws of הֻנָה נוֹת כְּ  taught immediately after the מַתְּ
incident with קֹרַח? 

2. Why was the pledge of הקב״ה promising the רוּמָה ר and תְּ  as מַעֲשֵׂ
a portion for the כֹהֲנִים called a רִית מֶלַח  ?a covenant of salt — בְּ

1. Until קֹרַח, no one questioned the ְּהֻנָה  questioned the קֹרַח and its benefits. After כ
issue, הקב״ה made a formal statement to quell any future claims. See רַשִ״י’s מָשָל 
with a king (18:8 — ד״ה וַאֲנִי). 

 likened His promise to salt. Just as salt is everlasting, always fresh, and הקב״ה .2
preserves other items, so too, is His promise (ְּרִית  .(18:19 — ד״ה ב
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issue, הקב״ה made a formal statement to quell any future claims. See רַשִ״י’s מָשָל 
with a king (18:8 — ד״ה וַאֲנִי). 

 likened His promise to salt. Just as salt is everlasting, always fresh, and הקב״ה .2
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ירָם   לַאֲבִּ דָתָן וְׁ ראֹ לְׁ קְׁ ה לִּ לַח מֹשֶׁ שְׁ בָר … וַיִּ דְׁ ה )בַמִּ רוּ לאֹ נַעֲלֶׁ וַיאֹמְׁ
 טז:יב(. 

ה ירָם and דָתָן sent forth to summon מֹשֶׁ  but they said, “We shall…אֲבִּ
not go up!” . 

ף שָלוֹם רוֹדֵּ ב שָלוֹם וְׁ ל אַהֲרֹן אוֹהֵּ ידָיו שֶׁ מִּ תַלְׁ י מִּ ר הֱוֵּ ל אוֹמֵּ לֵּ )אָבוֹת א:יב(.… הִּ  
ל לֵּ  loving peace and pursuing ,אַהֲרֹן says: Be among the disciples of הִּ
peace … 
ירָם and דָתָן   s terrible’קֹרַח were among the leaders of אֲבִּ
rebellion against ה  Moreover, they were the ones who .אַהֲרֹן and מֹשֶׁ
had informed on ה עֹה to מֹשֶׁ ה forcing ,פַרְׁ  to flee for his life, and מֹשֶׁ
they were the ones who had disobeyed, and were disrespectful to 
ה   .on other occasions מֹשֶׁ
ה   was fully aware of the character of these difficult מֹשֶׁ
people. Yet, even though he failed to sway קֹרַח, he sought to 
persuade דָתָן and ירָם  He appealed to them quietly, through a .אֲבִּ
messenger, in the hope that, somehow, they might do שוּבָה  and תְׁ
repent before it was too late.  
 learn from this incident that a person should always חֲזַ״ל 
seek peaceful means to end a ת  dispute, even when he is clearly ,מַחֲלֹקֶׁ
the one who is being wronged (״י  .(רַשִּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 In 1908, a dispute erupted in the town of Radin between 
two groups that were competing for the right to serve as the Jewish 
community’s ישָא רָה קַדִּ בְׁ  As the dispute grew, it threatened to .חֶׁ
engulf the entire community. The ים ץ חַיִּ  who was known at that ,חָפֵּ
time as the humble but undisputed leader of the town, saw that it 
was necessary to intervene. During the שַבָת morning prayers in 
Radin’s main shul, he stopped the לוֹת פִּ  ,and, his expression grave תְׁ
rose to address the congregation: 
 “My brothers! Were they to offer me thousands of rubles 
to speak in public I would refuse, for time is far more precious to me 
than money; but today, I feel that I have no choice. 

 “Arguing that leads to ת  is a very serious sin. It is like a מַחֲלֹקֶׁ
hole in the pocket through which any money that a person puts in 
falls right out, leaving him penniless. Similarly, where there is ת  מַחֲלֹקֶׁ
in our community, all the וֹת צְׁ  .of the people involved will be wasted מִּ
 “I have lived in this town for decades, and I remember 
many townspeople who used to sit here in this shul but are not here 
today. Where are they? Their tombstones can be found in the local 
cemetery. 
 “When I came to this town, some of you were not yet born, 
while others were but small children. May all of us hopefully be 
blessed with long life. Nevertheless, we cannot escape reality; in the 
end, every person must come before the Heavenly throne and give 
an accounting of all his deeds and words during his days on this earth. 
 “Know, my brethren; ת  !is an extremely grave matter מַחֲלֹקֶׁ
One can perform many וֹת צְׁ  only to throw away their merit through מִּ
strife. I am certain that when you come to the Next World and 
experience the fear of Heavenly judgment, you will grasp at any straw 
in order to save yourselves. You might want to claim, ‘in my town 
there was a Jew named Yisroel Meir whom we believed to be a  יד מִּ תַלְׁ
 ’!He saw us quarrel but said nothing .חָכָם
 “Therefore, I ask of you that when your time comes, do not 
mention my name! I have my own burden [of sins] to worry about – I 
cannot assume responsibility for the misdeeds of others!” 
 With those words, the ים ץ חַיִּ  burst into tears and his חָפֵּ
whole body trembled. Everyone present was shaken to the depths of 
his soul and was prepared to settle the dispute quickly and 
peacefully. 
 The congregation resolved immediately to break up the 
new ישָא רָה קַדִּ בְׁ  and decided that for three years, all burials would ,חֶׁ
be free of charge for the sake of ד סֶׁ  .חֶׁ

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. ת מָא:  הִלְכווֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• During צָרִים ין הַמְּ ט׳  -י״ז תַמוּז  the three weeks from) בֵּ
אָב עוּדַת  one should not make a party, unless it is a ,(בְּ סְּ
וָה   .מִצְּ

• There are those who are of the opinion that even for a 
וָה עוּדַת מִצְּ  one should not have a live band. Some even סְּ
forbid playing a tape with music at a וָה עוּדַת מִצְּ  .סְּ
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Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Yaakov Goldstein ״ל צַּ  זַּ
was a blend of his two great 
יִים ״ל R' Shlomo Heiman ,רֶבֵּ צַּ  זַּ
and R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz 
״ל צַּ  He was a visionary who was .זַּ
able to mold לְמִידִים  through his תַּ
warmth and  caring. He was also 
a חָסִיד of the תוֹרָה י הַּ  ,גָאוֹן בְכָל חֲדָרֵּ
וִי לֵּ ל הַּ ״ל Epstein ר׳ מֹשֶה יְחִיאֵּ צַּ  of זַּ
Ozherov and fanned the spark in 
each לְמִיד  to have a love for just תַּ
being a ײִד.  
  His קֶשֶר to his לְמִידִים  תַּ
was legendary. He once walked 
from Williamsburg, in Brooklyn, 
to Manhattan’s Lower East Side, 
on a frigid winter בָת  ,morning שַּ
just to say זָל טוֹב ר מִצְוָה to a מַּ  בַּ
boy whom he had taught several 
years earlier. 
 One לְמִיד  from his years תַּ
in RJJ, reminisced the scene every 
Friday after R' Goldstein’s class 
ended. "רֶבִי would walk down the 
stairs surrounded by his whole 
class. Together they would sing, 
בָת!' לִיקעֶ שַּ בָת, הײֵּ  as they 'שַּ
descended the stairs, leaving 
school. The class went together, 
in an orderly fashion. The singing 
would continue to grow louder as 
other the classes would join in." 

Over 50 years later, the בָת  עֶרֶב שַּ
feeling and melody still rings in 
this לְמִיד  .s ears’תַּ
 The last תְקוּפָה of his life, 
after his stroke, R' Goldstein 
taught another type of lesson. He 
was ל יְסוּרִים בְאַהֲבָה בֵּ  and מְקַּ
always tried to be ק זֵּ  'others. R מְחַּ
Goldstein would tactfully 
encourage his guests to learn the 
proper techniques of how to visit 
a חוֹלֶה. He would ask for some 
small טוֹבָה, such as saying over a 
ר תוֹרָה  singing with him songs ,דְבַּ
about בָת / אֱמוּנָה  or ,מָשִיחַּ  / שַּ
even changing his Yarmulka, and 
then he would show his  ת כָרַּ הַּ
טוֹב  .בְרָכוֹת and give his sincere ,הַּ
R' Goldstein ended every 
conversation by thanking each 
visitor individually. People would 
walk from afar just to receive 
some of his unique brand of חִזוּק.   
    My לְמִיד  with his ,תַּ
charismatic personality, not only 
did R' Goldstein instill a יִים  רוּחַּ חַּ
into every one of his לְמִידִים  he ,תַּ
also gave a יִים חַּ  to every דֶרֶךְ הַּ
person he met! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!

 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת
A  letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

Sage Sayings

 the meaning of love תַלְמִידִים taught his זַצַ״ל Goldstein ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
and respect for תוֹרָה. Every piece began with the word 
 was shocked when he תַלְמִידִים testing his מְנַהֵל holy. A ,הײֵלִיק
asked, “?װאָס זאָגט רַשִ״י — What does רַשִ״י say?” and no one 
replied. Realizing this was R' Goldstein’s class, he smiled and 
said, “ ֶדִי מִשְנָה אִיז הײֵלִיק, אײַער רֶבִי אִיז הײֵלִיק, אוּן אִיר זעֶנט אַלע
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your רֶבִי is Holy, and you are all Holy. Now, what does the 
Holy רַשִ״י say?” Source: Heard around the שַבָת  table 
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contest is designed to make your  עֶרֶב
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you will receive an extra entry in the 
raffle. The contest is open for boys of all 
ages up to 12th grade. To join this 
program, please send your weekly fax 
to (718) 506-9633 or email to: 
erevshabboslearningprogram@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  city, state, and ,יְשִיבָּ
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entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

Anyone who would like to 
have a PDF copy of the 2-
page/4-page version of this 
newsletter emailed to them 
weekly during the summer 
months should please email 
their request to: 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com. 
Please indicate in the body 
of the email whether this is 
only for the summer or if 
this is for all year and if you  
want to receive the 2-
page/4-page/both. 

Have a safe, relaxing 
summer! 

The editors  

Understanding

ערב שבת
Learning Contest

Davening



Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

 was born in New York City’s Lower זַצַ״ל Goldstein ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
East Side to ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר and שׁײֵנדל, Husyatiner חֲסִידִים. He 
attended רַבֵינוּ יַעֲקֹב יוֹסֵף ,יְשִׁיבַת ר׳ שְׁלֹמֹה קלוּגר (RJJ), and 

 ר׳ שְׁלֹמֹה of תַּלְמִידִים where he merited to be one of the last ,יְשִׁיבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת
Heiman זַצַ״ל. In 1946, at the behest of his ר׳ שְׁראַגאָ פײַוול מעֶנדלאָבִיץ  ,רֶבִי
 in RJJ. At Mike רֶבִי starting as a ,חִנּוּךְ he began his stellar career in ,זַצַ״ל
Tress זַצַ״ל’s request, he became head counselor of Camp Agudah in 1957. 
In 1967, he served as מְנַהֵל of Crown Heights Yeshiva. In 1974, he became 
מָרָא  of Queens. For 30 years he was יְשִׁיבָה אוֹר יִשְרָאֵל of all divisions of מְנַהֵל
 שִמְחַת הַחַיִים of the Brisker shul in Williamsburg. His unquenchable דְאֲתְרָא
and אַהֲבַת יִשְרָאֵל endeared him to all that he met. 

 ב' תמוז
5686 – 5771 
1926 – 2011 

To simply portray ר׳ יַעֲקֹב  Goldstein  זַצַ״ל  as  a 
ךְ ךְ s’מְחַנֵּ ר׳  .would be an understatement מְחַנֵּ
 אֱמֶת known for his ,זַצַ״ל Kaminetsky יַעֲקֹב
and pragmatic חָכְמָה, described ר׳ יַעֲקֹב as, 
“A גָאוֹן in ְר׳ מָרְדְכַי ”!חִנוּך Gifter referred to 
ךְ as, “A master ר׳ יַעֲקֹב ר׳  What was ”!מְחַנֵּ
 s special secret? He once explained’יַעֲקֹב
at a ְחִנוּך workshop, “... every Jewish child is 
reachable and teachable!” With his  ֶײִדִישׁע 
warmth, ר׳ יַעֲקֹב would imbue all of his תַלְמִידִים 
with the message: “I believe in you and I see potential, 
now!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of AmericaLearning from our Leaders

בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

לאֺ יִתְעַסְקוּ הַכֺהֲנִים בְעֲבוֹדַת הַלְוִיִם וְלאֺ לְוִיִם בְעֲבוֹדַת הַכֺהֲנִים -מִצְוָה שפ״ט  שֶׁ  
 It is a ה  changing their לְוִיִם and כֺהֲנִים to have מִצְוַת לאֺ תַעֲשֶׂ
roles in the ׁש ית הַמִקְדָּ ן A .בֵּ וִי cannot perform the task of a כֺהֵּ וִי and a לֵּ  לֵּ
must not perform the task of a ן   .כֺהֵּ

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
וִי chose ד׳  ט לֵּ בֶׂ  The .ד׳ to be entirely dedicated to serving שֵּׁ
 each have their own unique, precious and holy roles לְוִיִם and כֺהֲנִים
within the ׁש ית הַמִקְדָּ ן If a .בֵּ  would have the opportunity to rely on a כֺהֵּ
וִי  to complete his work or vice versa, detachment, laziness and לֵּ
forgetfulness would quickly set in and the task would not be 
performed correctly. When the responsibility for getting the job done 
rests on one person, the work is completed satisfactorily. Regarding 
work that is shared by two or more people the א רָּ א כד:) גְמָּ א בַתְרָּ בָּ  (בָּ
gives a ל שָּׁ י of a מָּ י תְרֵּ ה דְבֵּ רָּ  a pot of food on the fire belonging to ,קְדֵּ
two people, א רִירָּ א וְלאֺ קָּ  never gets fully heated or completely ,לאֺ חֲמִימָּ
cooled down [It just remains warm]. If two or more people share the 
same responsibility, each person will shift the blame onto the other(s) 
and the task is almost always incomplete.     

∞ ∞ ∞ 
ר רִאשוֹן   -מִצְוָה שצ״ה  מַעֲשֵׁ  

 It is a ה  to separate one tenth of the gathered grain מִצְוַת עֲשֵּ
produce and give it to a וִי   .לֵּ

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
וִי  ט לֵּ בֶׂ  in the ד׳ was chosen to dedicate their lives to serving שֵּׁ

שׁ ית הַמִקְדָּ  to receive their לְוִיִם In His kindness, He chose for the .בֵּ
wages from the other טִים  would לְוִיִם in an honorable fashion. The שְׁבָּ
receive their crop from the field after it was cut, and are not to be 
involved in toiling the earth or cutting the crop. [This allows the לְוִיִם to 
dedicate more of their valuable time to serve ד׳ - see  ק לֶׂ ה נְבוּכִים חֵּ מוֹרֶׂ
  .[ג
 The ְחִנּוּך continues with an interesting thought. In reality, the 
 should only be entitled to receive one twelfth of the grain לְוִיִם
produced. The twelve tribes each had an equal share in ל אֵּ ץ יִשְרָּ רֶׂ  .אֶׂ
וִי ט לֵּ בֶׂ טִים s portion in the land was worked by other’שֵּׁ  on their שְׁבָּ
behalf, and they were responsible to give the לְוִיִם the gathered grain 
from וִי  entitled to לְוִיִם s original portion of a twelfth. Why were the’לֵּ
receive one tenth? The ה וִי to give the מִצְוָּ  ,one tenth of the produce לֵּ
demonstrates a special honor. The לְוִיִם are entitled to this form of 
wages which was also free from any other expenses, because they are 
the King’s [ד׳’s] servants and honoring His servants is honoring the 
King.   
 The ְחִנוּך explains the  (אָבוֹת ג:י״ז) מִשְׁנָּה that  ג מַעְשְרוֹת סְיָּ
ר עֺשֶׁׂ ר giving ,לָּ ה is a protection for wealth, as being a powerful מַעֲשֵּׁ כָּ  בְרָּ
for anyone who supports the ‘King’s servants’ [e.g. ה י תוֹרָּ   חִנוּךְ The .[בְנֵּ
promises,ֹר יֵּשׁ לו ל אֲשֶׁׂ יו בְכָּ לָּ נוּחַ עָּ מוֹנוֹ בִרְכַת ד׳ תָּ י ד׳ בְמָּ רְתֵּ  one - הַמְחַיֶׂה מְשָּׁ
who sustains ד’s servants through his wealth will merit that the  
blessing of ד׳ will be seen in everything he possesses! 

Some מצות and Ideas based on  קרח -ספר החינוך במנין המצות על פרשת השבוע  

TorahThoughts

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI Rabbi Dovid Barkin zt”l was a popular maggid 
shiur in Telshe Yeshiva. Every day after the 

shiur, he would walk home accompanied by his 
talmidim, with whom he would speak in learning.

 As the rebbi walked towards his room..

One day after the shiur...

Rabbosai! 
I ask you mechilah in 

advance. It’s been so nice 
walking home accompanied 

by you every day. But as 
of today, we will have to 
discontinue this minhag.

Oy, 
what’s 

wrong?

Rabbosai! did you 
hear what Moshe just 

asked? You know, this time 
is so precious to me… I 

always hear some chiddush 
on this walk!

 Rebbi, we 
also enjoy 

walking with you 
every day!

thank 
you! The feeling 

is definitely 
mutual.

What 
happened?

But Rebbi... 
we all know how 

you enjoy walking 
together with the 

talmidim every day! 
What changed?

Rebbi, Rebbi... 
Why the change in 
such a beautiful 

minhag?

My son, you 
are so right... but 

you should know I 
spent a long time on 

this decision.

Rebbi, 
please forgive me, but 

we all would appreciate if 
Rebbi would explain to us why 

there was a change. We are 
your talmidim and want to 

learn from our rebbi’s 
actions.

What 
could be the 

reason?

I have my 
reason, but 
that’s how I 

understand it 
has to be…

 The talmid remembered how his beloved Rebbi enjoyed 
the company of his talmidim on his daily walk home …

The talmid continued to 
ask his beloved Rebbi…

R’ Dovid heard the sincere request from his talmid 
and explained his unusual but selfless action.

Ok... you are right. I really do enjoy 
when you all walk me home. However, I thought 
that perhaps the other rebbeim feel slighted. I 

noticed some Rebbeim walk home alone. Imagine if 
our walk might cause someone else to feel even the 

smallest bit of pain! I think it is best for you all 
to ask questions later.

5705-5767 1945-2006 ukxf y"f

R' Dovid זַצַ״ל was born in Chicago, IL, to R' Kalman זַצַ״ל and Golda Barkin. His father was a prestigious 
 At the age of 11, he went .רָב and was a local (for 7 years חֶבְרוֹן he also learned in) of Slabodka תַלְמִיד
to learn in Telshe Yeshiva, Cleveland, and was greatly influenced by a רֶבִי, R' Heshel Baron זַצַ״ל. In 
 In .זַצַ״ל and R' Pesach Stein זַצַ״ל of R' Mordechai Gifter תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק he rose quickly and was a ,יְשִיבָה
1966 he went to Yeshivas Ponevezh where he became very close with R' Shmuel Rozovsky זַצַ״ל and  ר׳
 'and on the advice of R ,שִדּוּךְ Based on a letter from R' Gifter proposing his .זַצַ״ל Shach אֶלְעָזָר מְנַחֵם מַן
Yechezkel Levenstein זַצַ״ל, he moved back to Cleveland. At the age of 22 (1968), he married Miriam, the 
daughter of the ראֹש יְשִיבָה, R' Elya Meir Bloch זַצַ״ל. He was renowned as a גָאוֹן and מַתְמִיד. R' Shach 
would send his כְתָבִים to R' Dovid for review. After the ראֹש יְשִיבָה was נִפְטָר, R' Shach wrote a letter to 
R' Dovid advising him to stay in Cleveland. His שִעוּרִים were extremely popular and his חִדּוּשִים on  יְבָמוֹת

  .סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת דָוִד were printed in פֶרֶק א׳

פרשה: קרח       הפטרה: ויאמר שמואל... לכו ונלכה הגלגל... )שמואל א יא:יד-יב:כב(

אבות פרק ד'     דף יומי: עבודה זרה י'     מצות עשה: 5     מצות לא תעשה: 4

שבועות לראש השנה: 12


